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RELEVANCE

An increasingly polarized society has demonstrated
that there is divide among people with differences
such as religious, ethnic, political, etc. These
differences have been the driving force of hatred in
our ongoing dialogue. Without tolerance, we may
find ourselves without a large-scale community
that we have been lacking for some time. This
research comes as a time of divisiveness within the
American discourse. Should we be more tolerant?

“Toleration stems from the Latin word
tolerare, which means to put up with,
countenance or suffer, generally refers to
the conditional acceptance of or non-

interference with beliefs, actions, or
practices that considers to be wrong but
still ‘tolerable.””

- Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

SCOPE & AIM

The aim of this project was to research and
conceptualize the current and historical nuance of
the tolerance of religion. The question this research
will answer is whether society should embrace a
more tolerant view of religion and instill the views
of free speech and religion into the up-and-coming
generations. Although many Americans continue to
embrace the freedom of conscience behind the
First Amendment, there is increasing polarization
around how far religious freedom should go., which
freedoms “count” as religious, and how the
religious and nonreligious should coexist.
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EXSELIENCE

LI
TS

CHARACTERISTICS OF TOLERANCE PASSIVE VERSUS ACTIVE TOLERANCE
* Agency — One must be acting in society to be
considered a tolerant person. * Passive tolerance involves the minimal effort of
» Intentional — One must be purposefully refraining from supporting discriminatory laws
accepting of a group. or policies. Passive tolerance is not enough to
» Principled — Acting with intent to be accepting of ensure religious protection for minority groups.
a group. * Active tolerance involves a willingness to act in
« Noninterference — Mere avoidance is not private and in public spheres with the main goal
tolerance. of making minority religious groups feel
» Opposition — The group in question must be of accepted in spite of disagreement on the
some opposition to internal beliefs held. subjective beliefs one holds true.
 Other—The group in question must be different
in some way from oneself (religious, ethnic, etc.) “A tolerant society is not a society whose laws
* Diversity — The views of the person you are or institutions are tolerant, it is a society whose
tolerating must have different views than one’s individual members and groups adopt a certain

own.
* Belief in Power — One must believe they have
the power to interfere but choose not to do so.

measure of supererogatory restraints in not
insisting on their full rights.”

- David Heyd

CONCLUSIONS

What can be concluded from this research is that
political and religious tolerance is still a heavily

~ debated issue and has been since political
discourse entered into the sphere of human
interaction. Tolerance is a subject that should be
considered in educational settings and is valuable
to the growth and development of the rights of
citizens. Working toward a more tolerant society
could result in less divisiveness amongst
populations with differing opinions. Coexisting is
how humans have survived, and we may have lost
) touch with what is truly important: accepting
others in their differences to broaden the
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