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Project ABSTRACT: 
We aimed to increase awareness of the local flora and fauna that many people may not be aware 
live in the Chippewa River. We decided to create glass mosaics to adorn the windows of the bus 

stop in front of Haas Fine Arts Center as it is an accessible location for many people passing 
through Water Street. 

We used glass for its translucent properties, durability, and longevity to ensure that no harm 
would be brought to the local environment through use of toxic materials and to make sure it 

will last for years to come with little need for maintenance. 

The various colors of the glass pieces and the location result in the appearance changing 
throughout the day and seasons as the available light differs, keeping it intriguing for and 

visible for both visitors and the bus drivers they are waiting for. 

Our project resulted in a beautiful piece of art that succeeds in showcasing many local endangered 
fish and demonstrating the talents of graduates from the art program. The location nearby the 

river may also tempt curious minds to see if they can spot any of the creatures themselves. 
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Project FINDINGS: 
Through this project we learned many skills that we can use for other oppurtunities in 
the future. Early on we had to apply for grant funding, which required researching for 
available grants, managing and figuring out the resources we needed and how much of 
the expenses we needed to allocate, and keeping track of said finances both personally 
and in regards to the project's materials. 

One of the main skills we aquired was how to properly utilize glass: cutting it into shapes, 
creating tesserae pieces of specific size, gluing, cleaning, and grouting it. We also 
engraved words on some of the pieces, utilizing a laser engraver from the library and 
shaping the text to fit onto such a limited space. For the installation, we learned how 

to safely cut and grind down aluminum angles, drilling holes and applying silicone to 
ensure the panels fit properly and securely in a specifically sized exterior public space. 

Another set of skills we utilized was communication between various bodies, such as 
the Eau Claire Transit Authority, Eau Claire City Counsel, UWEC Student Office of 
Sustainability, and community entities. Maintaining communication with them helped 

to ensure we were able to get materials and other actions completed by set deadlines. 

UWEC Office of Research & Sponsored Programs 
UWEC Student Office of Sustainability 
UWEC McIntyre Library Makerspace 
UWEC Printing Services 
Department of Art & Design 
Faculty Mentor: Jyl Kelley 
Theron Christiansen 
Erin Phelps 
Anmarie Roos 
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