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FOUNDATIONS: THE ROLE OF
NARRATIVES IN SLP PRACTICE

Narrative language is a fundamental
concern for speech-language
pathologists due to its critical role in
social communication, self-
understanding, and academic success
(Bauer, 2021).

Typical academic and functional goals for
narrative interventions focus on building
skills in sequencing, story grammar,
vocabulary, inferencing, and retelling to
support comprehension, classroom
participation, and social communication.

Macrostructure: Understanding and organizing key
story elements: setting, problem, resolution
Microstructure: Understanding and utilizing
vocabulary, grammar, and cohesion to connect
ideas

Sequencing: Making sense of the order of events
and cause-effect relationships in stories
Perspective-Taking: Interpreting and expressing
others’ thoughts, feelings, and intentions

Internal States: Recognizing and describing
emotions, desires, and thoughts

Coherence: Following and producing stories that
are clear and logically connected

Flexibility: Adjusting narratives to suit different
listeners, settings, or purposes

Generativity: Imagining, constructing, and drawing
meaning from personal or fictional stories

AN EXPANDED PERSPECTIVE: NARRATIVE
AS A TOOL FOR CHARACTER, IDENTITY,

AND FLOURISHING

Broader aims within education, such as
character development, meaning and
purpose, and flourishing, have all been
receiving increased attention among
stakeholders (Kristjansson, 2019).

There is a push for an expanded vision that
includes these dimensions in addition to
the current focus on grade attainment and
vocational outcomes.

Narratives, along with literature-based
practices, have been singled out as
especially important contributors to these
broader aims. This includes identity, self
reflection, empathy, imagination, moral
reasoning, and more (Arthur, 2018).

Macrostructure: Supports life story organization
and a coherent sense of identity

Microstructure: Enables precise expression and
reflection on thoughts, values, and experiences
Sequencing: Fosters understanding of life events,
consequences, and personal growth
Perspective-Taking: Builds empathy, compassion,
and moral insight

Internal States: Encourages emotional awareness,
self-understanding, and development of values
Coherence: Strengthens the ability to make
meaning from experiences and integrate them into
a self-concept

Flexibility: Cultivates adaptability and relational
insight by considering multiple perspectives
Generativity: Promotes purpose, aspiration, and
self-authorship through storytelling and reflection

DISADVANTAGES: DEVELOPMENTAL
LANGUAGE DISORDER & BARRIERS TO
FLOURISHING

Students with Developmental Language
Disorder (DLD) face barriers that limit
access to the very narrative practices
shown to support factors such as identity,
meaning, and moral development.

To ensure students with DLD are not
excluded from these broader
developmental outcomes, SLPs must not
only consider how to adjust current
practices but also explore how existing
interventions may already support
flourishing in ways that have gone
unrecognized.

Macrostructure: Difficulty organizing experiences
into coherent life narratives, limiting identity
development and self-understanding
Microstructure: Vocabulary and grammar
challenges reduce ability to reflect and connect
ideas to personal experiences

Sequencing: Challenges in understanding cause
and effect or time relations hinder understanding
of life events and personal growth
Perspective-Taking: Challenge interpreting others’
thoughts or feelings restricts empathy and social
connection

Internal States: Difficulty identifying and
describing emotions or desires barrier to
emotional awareness and moral reflection
Coherence: Fragmented narratives make it hard to
understand how life events fit within broader
purposes

Flexibility: Challenges adjusting language for
different contexts or audiences limit relational
understanding

Generativity: Difficulty constructing meaningful
personal stories is a barrier to purpose and sense-
making
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STUDY PROPOSAL: EXPLORING SLP’s
PERSPECTIVES

As a first step in supporting a broader
vision in education that includes
individuals with DLD, this study aims to
investigate how school-based SLPs
perceive the role of literature/narrative
in student development beyond
academic goals.

It seeks to explore attitudes toward and
knowledge of character education and
flourishing and how SLPs see their role
in supporting both.
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Participants will include approximately
60 working school-based SLPs with
upper elementary and adolescent
students on caseload; a target of 10 will
participate in structured interviews.

Survey is currently in development
designed to assess knowledge and
perspectives on key constructs such as
the role of narratives and literature in
character and moral formation, and the
feasibility of flourishing-oriented
interventions for their caseloads.
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