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THE DAVIS WETLAND RESTORATION PROJECT: HELPING 

THE MUKWONAGO RIVER WATERSHED
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The WI Wetland Conservation Trust is an In-Lieu Fee Wetland Mitigation 

program sponsored by the WI DNR.  We sell wetland credits to developers 

to offset permitted wetland fill. We have 15 mitigation projects totaling 900 

acres across the state.  

Who We Are



The Waukesha County Land Conservancy is a nonprofit land trust 

dedicated to preserving, restoring & stewarding ecologically valuable lands 

to protect Waukesha County’s watersheds, plant communities, wildlife 

habitat, and open spaces for the community. 

Who We Are



The Mukwonago Davis Site

• 52 acres

• Owned by WCLC

• Adjacent to KMSF and Mukwonago River

• Southern Waukesha County, west of Village of 

Mukwonago

• Restoration and management funded through 

wetland mitigation



Wetland Mitigation Basics

Unavoidable permitted wetland impacts 

require mitigation:
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Wetlands In The Region 



HUC 10 Watershed: Mukwonago River

Figures from: https://freshwaternetwork.org/projects/wetlands-by-design/
HUC 12 Watershed: Mukwonago River

Wetland Restoration 

https://freshwaternetwork.org/projects/wetlands-by-design/


Flood Abatement: Very High

Fish and Aquatic Habitat: Very High

Phosphorus Retention: High

Sediment Retention: High

Nitrogen Reduction: Very High

Surface Water Supply: Very High

Shoreline Protection: High

Carbon Storage: High

Figures from: https://freshwaternetwork.org/projects/wetlands-by-design/

Ecosystem Services Potential

Wetland Restoration

https://freshwaternetwork.org/projects/wetlands-by-design/


The Mukwonago River & Watershed
• One of cleanest and most diverse 

rivers in SE WI
• 53 species of fish, two state-listed
• 16 species of mussels
• Contains last self-sustaining 

populations of fish and mussel 
species in the state

• 3,000 acres of TNC preserves in 
watershed

• DNR-owned Kettle Moraine State 
Forest and Beulah Bog SNA



Wetland Benefits to Watersheds
• Wetlands Provide:
• Flood attenuation
• Water quality improvement
• Wildlife habitat
• Recreation 



Site Selection, Applying
• WCLC applied and was selected in 2017

• Site met all important selection criteria:
⚬ Cropped and drained hydric soils
⚬ Hydrology could be restored
⚬ Expanded on existing conservation
⚬ Willing and able partners

• Contract awarded for full funding including: 
⚬ Planning/design 
⚬ Seeding/construction 
⚬ 8 years of maintenance/monitoring
⚬ Long-term management 



Site Plan
• Ditch plugs, scrapes

• Mostly sedge meadow/wet prairie habitat

• No offsite impacts without permission



Credit: Joanne Kline 

Kline

Credit: Joanne Kline

Before 

Restoration



Ditch Fill

Credit: Joanne Kline

Credit: Zach Kron



Before After



After Restoration
• 70+ native plant species

• 22.5 acres of added wetlands

• 14.5 of added upland prairie   

• 15 ac of enhanced wetland

• Community involvement



Partnerships Make It Possible

Acquisition Restoration Advocacy

Neighbors



WWCT: A Tool for Conservation

• The WWCT can partner with anyone:

⚬ Conservation groups

⚬ Municipalities

⚬ Private landowners

• WWCT funds everything:

⚬ Land/easement acquisition

⚬ Construction/restoration/seeding

⚬ 5+ years maintenance and monitoring

⚬ Perpetual long-term management

• Sites must be primarily drained cropland

• No public access required



WWCT Current Funding Available

• Upper Illinois - $3.3 million

• SW Lake Michigan - $1.6 million

• NW Lake Michigan - $1.1 million

• Upper Miss Black Root - $1.0 million
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Thank You & 
Questions

Allison Heine de Romero
aromero.wclc@gmail.com  
Waukesha County Land Conservancy
https://waukeshalandconservancy.org/ 

Josh Brown
JoshuaA.Brown@wisconsin.gov 
Wisconsin DNR
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wetlands/wwct 
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