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Abstract
This paper focuses on the embodiment, role and influence of aesthetic values in

English education in China's colleges and universities. The emphasis is on how does
English language education in China today reflect the beauty of the English language?
How do educators permeate aesthetic education in the process of English teaching?
What are the aesthetic values of English education in Chinese universities? What are
its characteristics? What role does it play in university English education? What
impact has it had? This paper examines the role of aesthetics in English education in
China. The main focus is on the current literature and perspectives related to the study
of English studies education in China's colleges and universities from an aesthetic
perspective, and on an analysis of this literature and perspectives. Finally, the paper

proposes future research directions.
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Chapter I Introduction

The interpenetration and simultaneous development of disciplines is an
important trend in the development of modern science, and as a result, many cutting-
edge and cross-cutting disciplines have emerged. This phenomenon has a more
prominent manifestation in aesthetics and pedagogy, and contemporary college
English education in China is undergoing profound changes in this context. College
English education in the traditional context has long been shrouded in a fog of
technocracy, utilitarianism and instrumentalism, neglecting the humanistic pursuit of
aesthetics. As a result, the study of college English education in the perspective of
aesthetic values has become a "wilderness" that few people have addressed, and it has
become a field that needs to be studied and expanded. It is worth noting that, at
present, there has been research and classroom practice on aesthetic value in college
English education classrooms in China, and rich teaching results have been achieved,
but academics have not summarized and refined it systematically, nor have they
analyzed the concept, theory, practice, role and influence of aesthetic value, which is
the focus of this paper.

First, from the perspective of the development of aesthetics, it became a
discipline in a relatively recent time. The more standard definition of aesthetics comes
from the German rationalist philosopher Baumgarten, who defined aesthetics as an
independent discipline in his doctoral dissertation "Philosophical Meditations on
Poetry™ in 1735. Although the history of aesthetics in the West can be traced back to

the earliest aesthetic ideas of philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle, and in China,



the understanding of aesthetics was fully discussed by the pre-Qin scholars, these are
not aesthetics in the modern sense because they do not yet have a recognized system
of disciplinary symbols: basic concepts, categories, research norms, discourse styles,
presentation habits, disciplinary laws, and so on. Although the discipline of aesthetics
was established relatively new, the continuous penetration of other disciplines has led
to the continuous diversification and synthesis of aesthetics, which has also greatly
contributed to the prosperity of aesthetics, and in modern Western aesthetics, for
example, many new aesthetic disciplines have emerged, such as analytical aesthetics,
comparative aesthetics, information theory aesthetics, film aesthetics, architectural
aesthetics, and photographic aesthetics. This trend has also led to the infiltration of
pedagogy into aesthetics, resulting in the emergence of the new interdisciplinary
discipline of aesthetic education. Greene (2001) believes that the value of aesthetics is
important throughout the teaching and learning process, and that art and aesthetics can
not only enhance students' aesthetic abilities, but also contribute well to their
intellectual and emotional development. In this regard, she proposes the concept of
aesthetic education as education for a more differentiated appreciation and
understanding of a wide range of arts (p. 8). She defines it this way because she
believes it is a way for young students to try to learn and perceive different art forms
and artistic content so that they can feel, question, and answer. Through discussions of
aesthetic experiences, teachers awaken students to respond to what they see and hear,
encouraging them to form new connections, patterns, and perceptions that expand

their imaginations, understandings, and sensibilities, and in so doing form what



Greene (2001) calls “aesthetic moments” (p. 12). The arrival of aesthetic education
overturns the traditional sense of narrow, standardized, and reductive pedagogy and
provides teachers with ways to prepare students to think better and be more creative
and imaginative. This paper's exploration of the value of aesthetics also focuses on
aesthetic education as a foundational concept.

Secondly, from the perspective of education development, education itself is
an embodiment of aesthetics. Education is a kind of aesthetic education, a reflection
of the value of aesthetics, and all educational activities are actually permeated with
the value of aesthetics. The aesthetics of education advocates a high degree of concern
for people, opposing the utilitarian nature of education. With the development and
growth of aesthetics and its influence on other disciplines, educational aesthetics has
gradually become a new discipline, aiming to apply aesthetic theory to study the
aesthetic phenomena existing in the field of education and the science of its
development laws. In fact, the proposal of educational aesthetics is not an empty box
but has a deep philosophical foundation and practical needs. Based on the philosophy
of value theory, philosophy of aesthetics and philosophy of education, educational
aesthetics has formed its own unique disciplinary category. It has rejected the
traditional aesthetic view of packaging and embellishing education with beauty in the
common sense, resisted the utilitarian, instrumental, meaningless and spiritless pursuit
of education, and used the spirit of aesthetics and aesthetic value to awaken the
ultimate care of education for people.

It is worth noting that although educational aesthetics and aesthetic education



mentioned above have certain similarities, and some scholars in the academic field
have equated them with the same concept, in fact, there is a distinction between the
two. Aesthetic education is mainly education for "others", while educational
aesthetics is concerned with education itself, the examination of education in an
aesthetic way and perspective, and making the original education " aesthetic",
therefore, the main function of educational aesthetics is to make the current education
more aesthetic. Hence, the main function of educational aesthetics is to diagnose the
current education and check whether it conforms to " educational aesthetics". In the
case of college English education, educational aesthetics is mainly concerned with the
aesthetic quality of the learning environment, the aesthetic quality of the learning
culture, the aesthetic quality of the learning course content, and the artistic teaching
methods of the teachers.

The aesthetic values studied in this paper actually encompass the concepts of
aesthetic education and educational aesthetics. From the perspective of aesthetic
education, college English education should not only enhance students' ability to
perceive the art of language but also develop students' creativity, perception and
insight on this basis, so that students can create an identity for the aesthetic appeal of
English language and enhance their interest in learning English. From the viewpoint
of educational aesthetics, college English education should be based on the principles
of educational aesthetics to design English language courses that can stimulate
students' sense of beauty and creativity, which includes the artistic design of English

course content, the improvement of teachers' teaching methods, and the enhancement



of the aesthetics of the classroom environment.

So, how does college English education in China today reflect the aesthetic
value of the English language? How do teachers reflect the aesthetic value of teaching
method? What are the aesthetic values of English education in college in China? What
are its characteristics? What role has it played in college English education? What
impact has it had? This is the main question of this paper.

In this regard, this article uses qualitative research and inductive method to
summarize and clarify the current aesthetic values in English education in universities
of China. The article is divided into three parts: the first part is the introduction, which
mainly describes the research questions, research objects, research methods, and
concept definitions in this paper. The second part is the literature review, which
mainly elaborates the current literature and viewpoints related to the study of English
education in universities of China from the perspective of aesthetics, and analyzes
these literature and viewpoints to summarize the strengths and weaknesses of these
studies. The focus here is on the conceptual analysis of aesthetic value, mainly from
the perspectives of philosophy and educational aesthetics: what is aesthetic value,
why aesthetic value is worthy of emphasis, and the relationship between aesthetic
value and college English education. This part of the paper will analyze the aesthetic
value of college English education in China from the perspective of classroom design,
teaching methods, student experience, academic style construction, and extra-
curricular activities, and summarize the aesthetic value embodied in each aspect of

college English teaching. The third part is the conclusion of this paper. This part will



review and summarize the core ideas and analyze the problems in the paper, as well as
elaborate the future research directions.
Statement of the Problem

1. How does college English education in China today reflect the aesthetics of
the English language?

2. What is the appropriate time to infuse aesthetic education in the process of
English teaching?

3. What are the aesthetic values of college English education in China? What
are its characteristics? What role has it played in college English education? What
impact has it had?

Definition of Terms

Aesthetic education: Aesthetic education is education for a more
differentiated appreciation and understanding of many kinds of art (Greene.2001, p. 8)

Educational aesthetics: Educational aesthetics, as the name implies, is the
study or discipline of the form, causes, value, and utilization of the aesthetic value of
education. (Zhou yi, 2010, p.6)

Aesthetic value: This is a new concept proposed in this paper, which focuses
on the aesthetic value in education and encompasses the concepts of aesthetic
education and educational aesthetics. From the perspective of aesthetic education,
education should not only enhance students' ability to perceive language arts, but also
develop students’ creativity, perception and insight based on this. From the

perspective of educational aesthetics, education should design a curriculum that



stimulates students' sense of aesthetics and creativity based on the relevant principles
of educational aesthetics, which includes the artistic design of the curriculum content,
the improvement of teachers' teaching methods, and the enhancement of the aesthetics
of the classroom environment.
Purpose of the Study
From the macro level, the research of this paper focuses on how to make
education according to the law of aesthetics and make it reach the place of
aestheticization, so as to improve the quality of modern education. At a specific level,
this paper focuses on summarizing and organizing the aesthetic values in the current
college English classroom in China by observing and studying the process of aesthetic
practices in teaching college English, and summarizing the aesthetic values embodied
in this process, which include the aesthetic values in classroom design, teaching
methods, student experience, academic style construction, and extracurricular
activities. Finally, the characteristics, roles and impacts of aesthetic values are
summarized, and the directions for further research are identified.
Significance of the Study
Currently, aesthetic education and aesthetic values have been used in many
college English classes and education in China, and both teachers and students have
benefited from them, but academics have not systematically summarized and refined
them, nor have they analyzed the concept, theory, practice, role and impact of
aesthetic values and other elements, which is the focus of this paper, and the research

in this paper will fill this gap. At the same time, by summarizing the aesthetic value of



English education in colleges and universities in China, this study can also contribute
some efforts to the reform and improvement of English education.
Delimitation of the Study

This study is limited to a discussion of the aesthetic value of college English
education in China and will also involve a discussion of traditional Chinese aesthetic
philosophy, so the findings of this study are limited to college English education in
mainland China, and may not be applicable to primary and secondary education or to
education in other parts of the world.

Methodology
The main purpose of this paper is to summarize and refine the aesthetic

values embodied in college English education in China; therefore, the research
methods involved are mainly textual analysis, literature research and inductive
methods. By collecting a large number of relevant papers on the study of aesthetic
values in college English education in China, literature analysis and textual analysis
are conducted to summarize and refine relevant ideas. On this basis, the aesthetic
values are further summarized in relation to the teaching process and teaching practice

of college English in China.



Chapter I1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The dialogue and communication between English education and related
disciplines is the basic direction of the development of college English education in
contemporary China. Pedagogy needs to take a variety of disciplines such as philosophy,
aesthetics, psychology and sociology as the theoretical basis for its development and
feed back to related disciplines with its own development. From the perspective of
education, cross-research of pedagogy and aesthetics is the aesthetic realm and
implication of educational research. The adherence to the principle of aesthetic
orientation and the integration of aesthetic essence into all aspects of education and the
realization of the important goal of "educating people with beauty" are the aesthetic
implications pursued by the educational process. Current academic research on the
aesthetic value in the process of teaching English in college has achieved rich
achievements.

1. History of integrated development of aesthetics and educational disciplines

Educational aesthetics is a discipline in the process of formation and establishment,
although its name and conception were early seen in some scholars' works; for example,
Fan Shoukang, a modern researcher of philosophy and aesthetics in China, has listed
educational aesthetics in the system of educational philosophy in his book "Outline of
Educational Philosophy" which was first published in 1921, but there are fewer studies
on its research objects and significance.

In the history of thought, most researchers believe that Schiller, a German poet,

philosopher and aesthetician, put forward the theory of "aesthetic education"



(asthetischeerziehung) first. Schiller believed that, on the one hand, in terms of human
nature, both sensual instincts and formal instincts are not free instincts, but only the
game instinct, that is, the aesthetic instinct, is free; on the other hand, in terms of the
historical reality of human beings, humans have become divided in modern society due
to the emergence of the division of labor, and only aesthetic education can restore
people’s full humanity.

The integration of aesthetics and educational disciplines was also inspired by
"experimental aesthetics", which emerged in the late 20th century, with Berlyne (1974)
as the main representative, and was influenced by the grounded theoretical approach of
Glaser and Strauss (1967/2012). Seifert's (1992) study further developed experimental
aesthetics by arguing that observers who have not received any aesthetic or artistic
training also show a certain sense of aesthetics to artworks and are free to make
judgments based on their aesthetic values. Frawley (2013) argues that teacher training
should be integrated with aesthetic education, with the aim of enabling teachers to
become creators of aesthetic content, thereby developing students' creativity, enhancing
their self-efficacy, and ultimately integrating artistic approaches with teaching activities
in other disciplines. For this reason, art and creativity development are considered to be
of significant relevance; for example, classroom activities such as charting and picture-
telling encourage students to participate in classroom learning interactions with an
aesthetic process.

2. Studying the role of aesthetic values in college English teaching from two

perspectives: aesthetic education and educational aesthetics
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Based on the above analysis, we know that aesthetic education is education
oriented to others, and based on this concept, scholars believe that college English
education should not only be able to enhance students' ability to perceive language arts,
but also to form students' creativity, perception and insight on this basis, which can
make students form an identification with the aesthetics of English language and
enhance their interest in learning English. Hinchion (2016) argues that when teaching
Shakespeare's dramatic compositions, the lesson should focus on selecting core scenes
and key moments to elucidate the core plot of the play, and on learning and
understanding the dramatic compositions from aesthetic perspectives such as action,
music, gestures, costumes, props, and viewing. Wang Xiuping (2011) takes Practical
English for the 21st Century University as an example and argues that many college
students' English learning efficiency is generally low, in teaching. She argued that it
was necessary to pay full attention to the use of multimedia, through language, pictures,
sound and other direct appearance of aesthetics to influence students and change the
way of learning English, so that students can change from learning passively to learning
actively, and get the enjoyment of aesthetics in learning. In addition, in English teaching,
it is important to educate and cultivate the aesthetic education of moral emotion and
behavioral responsibility, so as to stimulate students' inner drive to learn English and
ensure their continuous self-driven learning.

In terms of educational aesthetics, it is the aestheticization of education, which is
to examine the current education through aesthetic ways and perspectives and to make

the original education conform to aesthetic values. In this regard, Gilbert (2016)
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proposes the concept of aesthetic learning and aesthetic learners, arguing that as an
educational aesthetics, aesthetic learners can be both teachers and students. In the
process of teaching English, English teachers can adopt the norms of aesthetic learning
and cultivate students' interest in English and cultivate their aesthetic drive, while
English teachers can also act as aesthetic learners, constantly reflecting on their own
creative and interesting classroom aesthetic standards for teaching activities. Aesthetic
discourse thus provides a useful language for English teachers to analyze the writing
and reading process. CAI Boxi, & Zhang Xiuzhen (1997) argue that English teachers
often have a strong sense of the explicitly aesthetic character of the texts, examples,
vocabulary learning, and translation exercises in their teaching materials. For example,
the first lesson of Book 2 of English for College Students, edited by Wenzhong Hu and
others, is about British manners. Thus, they point out that it is a mistake and loss for
English teachers to ignore the function of aesthetic education in the English teaching
process, and English teachers need to integrate education with aesthetic characteristics
into the English teaching process in an organized way.

3. Concerning the role of the art value in the process of college English
education

Liu Yuan (2022) proposed a participatory learning approach to art education in the
English immersion classroom, arguing that students express their views and emotions
through appreciating artworks, and that compared to texts, images have the
characteristics of intuitive expression of information and impact on sensory intuition,
making it easier for students to understand the thoughts and feelings that the author

12



intends to express. Students use English to complete corresponding teaching activities
based on their appreciation of aesthetics and understanding, achieving the multiple
goals of deepening understanding, improving aesthetics and acquiring language skills.

C. Faltis (2019) proposes an arts-based approach to English language teaching,
suggesting that teachers can use artistic expressions such as dramatic performance
methods, artistic expressions of scientific knowledge, creation of handicraft arts and
stories, and portrait creation methods in the process of teaching English, where students
can actively participate in these artistic activities and learn to use English in the process,
including pronunciation, vocabulary use, special expressions, and discussions about
language variation. S. Al-Busaidi, , M. Al-Amri, , & W. Al-Dhuhli, (2022) argued that
motivation is the key to the learning process, and in this regard, they designed an art-
based English teaching method in which students can create and present their own
sustainable projects in the form of artworks and talk about their creation process in
English. This approach has proven to be effective in improving students' oral English
skills, and the artifact creation process has also greatly motivated learners to use English
to communicate and express their ideas.

4. Based on the aesthetic value in the process of teaching translation of
English literary work at college level

Wang Jing (2019) believes that from the perspective of aesthetics, English
translation is not a rigid process, and in the process of translation, it is not only
necessary to effectively restore the original meaning of the work, but also to make
aesthetic modification on the basis of not changing the original meaning from the

13



perspective of Chinese, which requires that college English teachers should focus on
improving aesthetic literacy, consolidating bilingual skills, understanding overseas
cultures when teaching translation courses, and consciously integrating aesthetics and
pursuing aesthetics in the process of translation teaching, so as to obtain better teaching
and translation effects. Gao Bo (2017) believes that the key to translation is to analyze
the connotation of Chinese and Western cultures in details, so that the two types of
culture can reach unity or reflect cultural differences, and make the translated works
more vivid and impressive, in fact, this approach is the aesthetic pursuit of English
literary works. Whether it is poetry, fiction or prose, all of them have their own unique
style and emotional characteristics. And the key to translate English literary works is to
reflect the emotional content of the literary works, that is, the forms of the aesthetic
sense of feelings. Meng Huimin (2022) believes that literary translation itself is an
aesthetic activity, not only pursuing scientific and artistic truths, but also pursuing equal
reception effects. Literary translation is the pursuit of aesthetic value through the
process of imitation and reconstruction. This requires that the process of teaching
English translation in college should reflect the aesthetic creativity of translation
activities.

5. Integration of Chinese traditional aesthetic culture into the teaching of
college English

Shen Linlin (2015) argues that there are greater difficulties in translating the
aesthetic culture of traditional Chinese costumes in the process of traditional college

English teaching. Translators must have an in-depth understanding of the aesthetic
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connotations embedded in traditional costume culture and an accurate understanding of
its linguistic texts before translating on the basis of Chinese spiritual and historical
cultural forms. This suggests that college English teachers should deeply understand
and grasp the language features and cultural essence embedded in traditional Chinese
costume culture and combine these features and cultural essence into daily English
translation. Yin Hong (2023) suggests that many English textbooks lack knowledge of
traditional Chinese aesthetics and culture, which requires teachers to make good use of
their professional skills, use Internet information technology and other means to
appropriately expand the content of textbooks, constantly renew the educational ideas
and teaching methods to innovate teaching methods, and dynamically integrate
traditional culture into English courses. Jia Xiaojiao (2023) puts forward the view that
tea culture is an integral part of traditional Chinese aesthetic culture and an important
cultural carrier, and integrating traditional tea culture into college English teaching can
identify the entry point for the integration of traditional culture and college English
teaching. Tea culture has a set of its own cultural system, from tea drinking and tasting
to tea cooking and tea making, and then to tea ware making and tea art performance.
This comprehensive aesthetic cultural system provides rich materials for college
English teaching, and effectively fills the empty space in the minds of college students
in the process of English learning.

Summary

Scholars argue for integrating aesthetic education in teacher training and
classroom activities to enhance creativity, self-efficacy, and learning experiences.
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In China's college English education, aesthetic values play a crucial role from the
perspectives of aesthetic education and educational aesthetics. Aesthetic education
focuses on enhancing students' perception of language arts, fostering creativity and
interest in English, and cultivating moral emotion and behavioral responsibility.
Educational aesthetics examines education through aesthetic ways and advocates for
conforming education to aesthetic values. Teachers and students can both act as
aesthetic learners, adopting aesthetic norms, reflecting on creativity, and analyzing the
aesthetic character of texts and teaching materials.

Art values have a significant impact on college English education. Approaches
such as participatory learning, arts-based teaching, and art-based English teaching
provide avenues for students to express themselves, deepen understanding, improve
aesthetics, and acquire language skills. Engaging students in artistic activities during
English lessons enhances motivation, oral English skills, and language usage.

The aesthetic value in teaching the translation of English literary works requires
teachers to focus on aesthetic literacy, cultural understanding, and integration of
aesthetics during the translation process. Analyzing the cultural connotations and
emotional characteristics of literary works is essential for achieving better translation
effects. Literary translation itself is seen as an aesthetic activity, pursuing aesthetic
value through imitation and reconstruction.

The integration of Chinese traditional aesthetic culture into college English
teaching involves translating the aesthetic culture of traditional Chinese costumes and

incorporating traditional Chinese aesthetics and culture into English courses.
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Translators and teachers need a deep understanding of the aesthetic connotations
embedded in traditional Chinese culture to accurately translate and teach. Expanding
the content of textbooks, innovating teaching methods, and integrating traditional tea
culture into English teaching provide entry points for incorporating traditional culture

into college English education.
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Chapter III Conclusions and Recommendation

The integration of aesthetics and education involves the historical development
influenced by Schiller and experimental aesthetics, emphasizing creativity, self-efficacy,
and art integration in teaching. In college English teaching, aesthetic values play a role
in enhancing perception, creativity, and moral responsibility, with teachers and students
acting as aesthetic learners. Art-based approaches in English education promote
participatory learning and improve understanding, motivation, language skills, and oral
proficiency. When teaching English literary translation, aesthetic considerations are
crucial for maintaining the original meaning while making aesthetic modifications. The
integration of traditional Chinese aesthetic culture into college English teaching,
including the translation of costume culture, the integration of traditional aesthetics,
and the integration of tea culture can lead to innovative teaching methods.

In the future, I will conduct more in-depth and extensive research on the value
of aesthetics in English education in Chinese universities and conduct research in the
following directions.

Comparative Analysis: To analyze the integration of aesthetics and education in
different cultural contexts through comparative studies. By comparing the historical
development, theoretical frameworks and practical implementation of educational
aesthetics in different countries, I will identify the similarities, differences and potential
cross-cultural implications. Teaching Strategies: To explore and develop effective
teaching strategies for teaching aesthetics in college English. I will explore innovative
approaches such as multimedia integration, drama activities, artistic expression, and
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artifact creation to enhance student interest, motivation, and language proficiency.
Teacher Training: To examine the effectiveness of teacher training programs focused
on aesthetic education in the teaching of English at the college level. I will explore the
impact of providing English teachers with aesthetic knowledge and skills on their
teaching practices, student learning outcomes, and overall classroom dynamics. Student
Perspectives: To conduct a qualitative study to explore students' perceptions and
experiences of aesthetic education in the college English classroom. I will explore how
the integration of aesthetic values affects students' engagement, motivation, creativity,
and overall language learning experience. Evaluation Methods: To develop appropriate
evaluation methods and criteria to evaluate the integration of aesthetic values in college
English education. I will investigate the effectiveness of different assessment methods
in capturing students' aesthetic development, language proficiency, and overall learning
outcomes. Interdisciplinary Integration: To explore the potential for integrating
aesthetics with disciplines other than English language education. I will investigate the
impact of integrating aesthetic approaches into disciplines such as science, mathematics,
and social sciences on increasing student engagement, creativity, and interdisciplinary
thinking. Long-term effects: A longitudinal study to examine the long-term effects of
aesthetic education in college English language instruction. The effects on students'
language proficiency, aesthetic sensitivity, cultural awareness, and overall personal
development will be investigated. Technology and Aesthetics: An exploration for the
role of technology in facilitating the integration of aesthetics into college English

language teaching. I will explore the use of digital tools, virtual reality, augmented
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reality, and other emerging technologies to create immersive and interactive aesthetic
learning environments. Cultural Exchange and Aesthetics: To explore the potential of
aesthetic education to promote cultural exchange and understanding in the college
English classroom and how the exploration of the aesthetics of different cultures can
develop students' cross-cultural competence and appreciation. Aesthetic Translation
Approaches: A further exploration of the application of aesthetic principles in the
translation of English literary works. Different translation strategies will be examined,
giving priority to aesthetic factors and their influence on the reception of translated
texts.

These research directions aim to deepen our understanding of the integration of
aesthetics and education, provide insights into effective pedagogical practices, and

explore the broader implications for college English language teaching.
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