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The Geography of Water Quality: a 
Profile in Resident Priority

Wetland Restoration

“I'm in support of protecting 
wetlands in that area to 

improve water quality, but I 
can't point you to where I would 
start.” Little Lake on the Woods

As a general rule, most people were aware of the ecological 
benefits provided by wetlands; however, they were unsure of 
where they had been denigrated in their own lakes  and could be 
restored, or had never seen wetlands in their lake and so suggested 
that restoration would not be an option. Though historically 
significant, save one response, wild rice generally elicited neither 
strongly positive nor negative responses. 

“It was a matt of [invasive 
Eurasian Water Milfoil] 

floating on the surface. Since 
then, the main [priority] has 
been to look at the invasive 
species.” Beaver Dam Lake

“The water quality is a nuisance, 
it could be improved for sure.” 

Tainter Lake

• As we began to interview lakefront owners from the 
northern lakes, the main concern shifted from algal blooms 
and nutrient levels (though they were being monitored 
regularly) to the threat posed by invasive species, 
particularly curly-leaf pondweed and Eurasian watermilfoil. 
As such, the lake associations and lake districts in these 
areas dedicated a majority of their resources to battling 
invasive species, which was not necessarily a topic of 
concern to homeowners in the southern part of the 
watershed.

• The seasonal die-off and decay of these prolific invasive 
species increases the body of nutrients in the lakes where  
significant populations are present. This exacerbates 
nutrient loads and contributes to the eutrophic status of 
the lake.

“I think the biggest issue that we fight is apathy.” 
Tainter Lake
The stronger the sense of community, the 
greater the participation in lake 
initiatives, providing more positive 
outcomes—both in terms of neighbor 
relationships and lake programs. 
Furthermore, the better people knew 
their neighbors, the more likely they 
were to care for water quality, which in 
turn meant that they were more likely to 
be actively involved in lake policy and 
programs, thus creating a positive 
feedback loop between community and 
participation. 

Methods

The purpose of our research was to explore 
trends in property management, sources of 
information for lakefront maintenance,  
sense of lake community, and opinions on 
wetland restoration amongst lakeshore 
owners in the Red Cedar Watershed. By 
asking stakeholders questions tailored to 
these themes, we aimed to learn more   
about the conservation practices taking 
place on the private property surrounding 
the watershed’s lakes. 

Data collection included the conduction of semi-structured 
interviews which were recorded via iPhone voice memo, and 
transcribed using online software. The interviews were  coded for 
themes, and then analyzed. In total, twenty-three interviews were 
recorded, fourteen with lakeshore stakeholders, and nine with 
farmers.
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“The quality of our water has decreased, and we have a bad 
infestation of curly leaf pondweed. That prompted people to be 
very concerned. And we decided to try to get a district formed so 
that we could get more revenue. We could tax ourselves to do 
something with the water quality.” Turtle Lake, District

“[Neighboring Lake District] generates $210,000 of tax money. We 
bring in about $3,500 here.”  Lower Vermillion Lake, Association

“It's getting better and better. The lake association was just 
four or five people. They really just, they didn't do much, 
they didn't have any money. “ Turtle Lake, District

“[Our tax revenue] equates to a little over $200,000 a year. This 
year's budget was approved at $711,000. So you say, ‘how can you 
do that?’ We get grants. We in the past five years have gotten well 
over $1 million in grants.”  Beaver Dam Lake, District

Cultural Landscape
Interviewees enjoyed their properties, lakefronts, and lakes in a 
variety of recreational ways, including pontooning, kayaking, 
swimming, tubing, and fishing. They also frequently mentioned the 
opportunity for family time the lake provided, as well as the 
possibility of "getting away” from their lives in the suburbs. This 
movement introduces an interesting phenomena, referred to as 
Exurbia, or the area beyond the suburbs that is sought for its 
natural qualities. In pursuing the pristine nature of Exurbia, the very 
existence of the peace and seclusion urban-and-suburbanites are 
seeking in cabin country is threatened, caused by the increasing 
number of visitors, and subsequent development. 

“It’s our little spot of heaven.”  Tainter Lake
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Cyanobacteria on Lake Tainter.

Sunday fun on Lake Tainter
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Emergent vegetation on Straight River 

Invasive Curly Leaf Pondweed. 

Invasive Eurasian Watermilfoil
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