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Abstract 
 
 
 
 
 

This project explores the importance of teaching and studying poetry in a lower elementary 
Montessori classroom. The purpose of the project is to examine students’ interest and 
involvement in reading, writing and memorizing poetry and gaining better insight into students’ 
knowledge and attitudes to this literature genre. The researcher compared involvement and 
interests of 20 students in one private elementary school in the Midwest.  Both small-scale 
qualitative and quantitative data were collected, during an action research study that lasted seven 
weeks. The survey results were very promising about studying poetry on a lower elementary 
level and the rise of interest in this literature genre as well as the evidence offered by student 
work samples. In just a few weeks, the students’ attitudes and knowledge, and production of 
poetry significantly increased. 
 
 Keywords: Montessori, poetry, small study, survey, poetry memorization, poetry writing 
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Literature Review 

Introduction 

Poetry is a literary genre that uses especially concentrated and connotative language   

(Booth & Moore, 2003). It can play a vital role in classroom instruction and can bring great  

pleasure through reading, writing, and listening. Today, poetry does not appear to be used as a 

common classroom tool as one might think.  Many teachers see poetry as an unnecessary 

element in their classroom. Because of their own negative experience, some teachers feel 

uncomfortable to this genre as a whole and try to stay away from teaching it (Linaberger, 2005, 

p.366). Studying poetry in a lower elementary classroom  gives children, however,  an 

opportunity to move from everyday language to "an engagement with compressed ideas, 

connotation and ambiguity" (Catt, cited in Fisher and Williams, 2000, p. 29). Poetry is a content-

rich reading tool which makes it an ideal and authentic context to improve vocabulary and 

grammar acquisition, and enhance written expression and oral discussion. It can be used at all 

levels of instruction to enable students to make huge leaps in language learning. Poetry gives 

students a deeper understanding of the language, and provides them with an emotional 

connection to the world around them. Memorizing poetry by heart has been practiced since 

ancient times. Memorizing poetry implies different kind of learning due to its complexity and its 

holistic and subtle content. (Pullinger, 2009). Finally, poetry can make creative connections 

between language skills and other fields of interest (e.g. science or mathematics) which can be 

particularly appealing to lower elementary students. 

Poetry and Language Skills Acquisition 
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For centuries, poetry was an essential tool for reading instruction. The past few decades, 

however, it has not been much present in lower elementary language curriculum. Poetry can  

improve literacy skills and language development. It connects reading and writing, and  

demonstrates the importance and creativity of word choice and word order (Parr &Campbell,  

2006). Poetry may serve as an excellent device for teaching phonic skills, and motivating  

students to study language. The meaning, sound, rhythm and expression of poetry seems to be a 

natural device for promoting reading fluency. Also, poetry can be a very good device for  

engaging struggling readers in the enjoyment of language. While reading poetry, struggling  

readers get the sense of accomplishment that comes from being able to read a text well.  

Eventually, this can lead to improving reading proficiency and making lifelong readers. 

Studying poetry in a lower elementary classroom may improve vocabulary and grammar  

acquisition, and enhance written expression and oral discussion.  Students who are taught how  

to identify poetry elements will be able to think about poetry from different perspective  

(Schaefer, 2001). Poetry proves to be an excellent device for teaching the students about  

figurative language, connotative meaning, analogies, metaphors, allusions and more. 

When children start reading, listening to, and writing poetry, the wonder and magic of 

the language captivates them and they demand more (Edwards, Maloy &Verock-O'Loughlin,  

2003). By studying poetry, young students engage into meaningful interpretations and build 

knowledge through the identification of linguistic elements.  

Poetry Writing in a Lower Elementary Classroom 

Poetry is a content-rich reading tool which makes it an ideal, and authentic context to  

improve vocabulary and grammar acquisition, and enhance written expression and oral  

discussion. It can be used at all levels of instruction to enable students to make huge leaps in 
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language learning (Cronmiller, 2021). With its clear, concise, and articulate form, poetry helps  

students gain the ability to write in a concise and articulate way. In his article, “Seven Reasons to  

Teach Poetry,” Ted DeMille describes the importance of teaching poetry in lower elementary  

schools as follows: 

If I could only teach one genre, it would be poetry. As a teacher of first and second  

graders, I want to inspire and instruct my students to craft clear and memorable pieces of  

writing. I want them to develop their own writing voices and become better consumers of  

the conventions of writing. No genre teaches these elements better than poetry ( De  

Mille, 2004, p. 16). 

Writing poetry lets children express themselves and enables them to write from their  

own experiences and use their own language and feelings. Young children may not necessarily   

understand all the words or the meaning of the poem they heard or read, however, they are  

capable of feeling the rhythms of the poem and willing to try creating their own poetry. Reading  

original poetry aloud can foster trust and bonding in the classroom community, as well develop  

speaking and listening skills. Writing poetry also enables students to have different  

perspective and develop new understandings. Though poetry is strongly empowered by its  

imagery, it is the words that are remembered. Words are used in a constructive way.  

One of the advantages of writing poetry in lower elementary schools is the length and 

text of the poem (as well as the wordplay) which allow students to succeed in writing (Edwards, 

Maloy,&Verock-O'Loughlin, 2003). Unlike storytelling and language lessons, poetry had the  

ability to inspire personal expression. Writing poetry about capturing the emotion of a moment, 

will later help students’ ability to write emotional pieces in prose as well. 

 However, poetry writing seems not to be used enough in a lower elementary classroom.  
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In many cases teachers feel inadequate as writer themselves, or think that their lower elementary  

students are too young to write poetry (Tannenbaum, 2000). The teachers' role, however, is to  

guide students through the process of writing poetry and help them expand their thinking. By 

modeling to their students how to write poetry, teachers will allow students to explore meaning,  

images, word choice, rhythm and emotion of poetry writing (Schaefer, 2001). Teachers need to  

give their students the opportunity to engage in the enjoyment of language. The students need to  

understand the essence of this literacy genre.  

Poetry Memorization in a Lower Elementary Classroom 

One small scale research study from the Faculty of Education at the University of  

Cambridge (2009) concluded that the value of poetry learning are related to changes being  

made because of the increasing use of technology. However, the author lists many reasons why  

learning poetry may be worthwhile. For example, even though participants in the study said  

that they cannot remember any longer poetry they learned as children, some memory research  

finds that people may demonstrate evidence of information in the memory even if they cannot  

recall it. (Foster 2009). By memorizing a poem, lower elementary students save something that  

can possibly cherish all their lives. The memorized poem can stay with them changing and 

deepening its meaning as the young students themselves grow and change. Even if the memory  

of the words has been gone, structures, rhythms and images are subconsciously imprinted  

(Pullinger 2009). Another reason that supports the idea of learning poetry by heart is imitation. It  

is said that when we read a poem, we use our own internal voice to impersonate the voice of the  

speaker. However, when we memorize the poem, the words become part of our own voice, as if  

they were part of ourselves (Pullinger 2009). Even though the whole poem when recited can last  

less than two minutes, the time in the unconscious has no limits. (Taylor&Francis article 2). 
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Poetry in Mathematics and Science Instruction 

What does mathematics have in common with poetry? One answer would be that both  

mathematics and poetry are searching for hidden patterns (Aharoni, 2014). Applying poetry to  

multiplication facts, for example, can facilitate math learning. Poetry used in science instruction  

can foster excitement and interest among lower elementary students (Fleischman, 1988). It can  

be powerful vehicle for memorizing science content knowledge.  Integrating poetry with science  

is a historically accurate pedagogical approach since poetry was at one time the language of  

philosophy and science (Frazier&Murray, 2007). While listening to or reading  poetry on science  

topics, lower elementary students learn about their world. Using poetry that compliments the  

science content deepens students' learning experience.  Also, students can create poems to share  

their science learning with others.  

Conclusion of Literature Review 

The literature review suggests that poetry can be a rewarding and enjoyable tool that can 

be applied in all aspects of literacy. The connotative and concentrated language of poems enables  

lower elementary students to move from everyday language to engagement with compressed  

ideas and connotation. Poetry develops children's language skills and boosts their interest in 

other fields. Although poetry writing is commonly not practiced in lower elementary  

schools, it makes young students explore meaning, rhythm, emotion, word choice and images of  

poetry. Teachers can boost their students' love of poetry by manifesting and modeling their own  

appreciation of poetry. Learning poems by heart is very useful activity. Remembered poems are  

active like memories are. Though the poem is is strongly empowered by its imagery, it is the  

words that are remembered. By including poetry in studying science or mathematics, young  

students can develop their observation skills and adopt a scientific approach while learning about  
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these concepts through poems. 

 

Studying Poetry and the Montessori Method 

Introduction 

 Poetry is a literary genre that can be used in a lower elementary Montessori classroom in 

many different ways. With its beautiful, expressive and figurative language, it may increase 

students' intellectual capacity and set the concrete foundation upon which abstract thought can be 

built in later years.  

 Poetry may be used as a device for studying and developing language skills in the lower 

elementary Montessori classroom. It can enhance the sensorial work and help students express 

what they are feeling through their senses. Poetry enables better connection to other areas of 

study and deepens Montessori peace education concepts. 

Poetry and Language Skills Acquisition in Montessori Classroom 

 Poetry is a literature genre that fosters love for language. It proves to be a very good 

device for teaching and improving lower elementary Montessori students' literacy skills. 

Montessori (1995) compared the child’s acquisition of language during the first Sensitive Period 

of development to developing a photograph, “So with the child’s psychic mechanism of learning 

a language, its work begins in the deepest shadows of the unconscious mind; there it is 

developed and the product becomes fixed. Then only does it appear in the open” (p. 112). 

After the age of three, the child’s Absorbent Mind changes and instead of being an unconscious 

absorber of sensory input, the child becomes a conscious worker who is able to react to his/her 

environment. In her 19th International Montessori Training Course held in London in 1933, 
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Maria Montessori explained how she taught Dante's "Divine Comedy" to ten years old. At first, 

children were surprised to learn that in the whole poem, each line contained eleven syllables and 

soon after, they ended up copying the poem and memorizing it. The children also acted out the 

poem in front of 1,500 visitors in Amsterdam (Reid, 2009).  

Robert Frost (2007) said that there are three things that a poem must reach - "the eye, the 

ear, and what we may call the heart or the mind" (p. 301). With its expressive language, imagery, 

sound and rhythm, poetry can lead children to find the way how to see, feel and hear.  

 This physical nature of poetry is strongly related to Montessori’s multisensory approach 

to learning. Montessori method places great emphasis on education of the senses as part of the 

complete learning experience. It refines a young student's senses while providing the child with 

rich language development (Lillard, 2007 p. 333). Poetry can enhance the sensorial work in the 

classroom by providing a way for children to express what they are feeling through their senses.  

 At the same time, bodily response to poetry is often manifested in students' body and 

head movements as they recite a poem. Research points out that learning mechanisms operate 

optimally under multisensory conditions. 

When students are seeing words, saying words, writing words, hearing rhyme, moving to 

the rhythm in dance, and so forth, they are using a multitude of input channels to 

reinforce learning and loving reading. These multisensory responses benefit all learners 

and actively engage struggling readers in successful participation. (Rasinski, Rupley & 

Nichols, 2008, p. 390) 

The idea of education through movement makes the very important part of the 

Montessori’s approach. Montessori said that mental development cannot occur in the absence of 
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movement. It is the movement that nurtures and supports the child’s intellectual and spiritual 

development. Movement and cognition are inseparable. Montessori (1995) noted, “But to be 

always thinking of the mind, on the one hand, and the body, on the other, is to break the 

continuity that should reign between them” (p. 141). 

Poetry that rhymes is very beneficial for developing reading skills. Repeating spelling 

patterns that stand for the same sounds result in more rapid learning of letter-sound relations 

(Adams, 2008., Heilman, Bair, & Rupley, 2002). By listening to and reciting poems, Montessori 

students are able to learn word families and apply this knowledge to recognizing words that have 

the same spelling patterns. Another hallmark of the Montessori method is the repetition of 

lessons. Children are free to repeat a lesson as many times as they desire. By repeating the poems 

they learn, the students are able to memorize the word families patterns and apply this 

knowledge in their further language acquisition skills.  

Poetry can improve young students' listening skills and concentration. Gill, (2007) noted 

that teachers can show students that "poetry is something people do to capture thoughts, feelings, 

and experience" (p. 622). Research points out that in the Montessori classroom (Reid, 2009) 

poetry made a significant language development of the young students. 

Poetry and its Interconnection to Other Areas of Study 

In the Montessori curriculum, the subject areas overlap. When poetry is incorporated 

across the curriculum, students begin to get different perspectives to the subjects that they learn 

(Reid, 2007). By reading, memorizing and writing poetry on different subjects, lower elementary 

Montessori students may learn to make discoveries by looking at their environment in new ways. 

Collins (2008) pointed out that "Poetry encourages interest, insight, and understanding. It is like 
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no other form of written word in its ability to offer personal connections. Poetry reaches across 

all areas of life..." (p. 81).  

Teaching and learning from poetry can help students respect and understand the 

viewpoints of people in other parts of the world. Similarly, the study of the natural world can be 

done through prism of poetry. Poetry can also be incorporated as a strategy for remembering 

steps in a mathematical process. 

Poetry and Peace Education in Montessori Classroom 

 Peace education is a crucial concept of the Montessori education. By taking responsible 

actions for promotion of peace, Montessori teachers educate their students about basic human 

rights: freedom, equality, integration, diversity and respect. One of the ways to incorporate these 

topics in the lower elementary Montessori classroom is through reading and memorizing poetry.  

 Poetry can offer students new approaches to the world that surrounds them. "Poetry does 

not only delight children, but it also helps them develop new insights, new ways of sensing their 

world" (Huck, cited in Gill, 2007. p. 623). By studying and memorizing poetry on peace and 

social justice, lower elementary students are able both to verbalize and internalize these ideas. 

Wolf (1996) states that "to reinforce their experience of peacemaking and problem solving in the 

classroom community, it is important for children to verbalize it in some way” (p. 81). Poetry on 

peace may serve as a springboard to discussing ethical behavior, and the ways how the others 

need to be treated. 

In her writing on peace, Montessori tried to explain that by developing a conscience 

towards human life and brotherhood of all nations, one becomes incapable of cruelty. By 

incorporating reading, writing and memorizing peace poetry into lower elementary school 
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curriculum, Montessori teachers teach students how to develop self-awareness, as well as 

communal, cultural and environmental awareness. Eventually, it may facilitate students to learn 

how to be in peace with themselves, in their school environment, family and community. Writing 

poetry on peace can also improve students' conflict resolution strategies, problem solving, 

critical thinking as well as building respect, empathy and cooperation.  

Conclusion 

 Poetry is a literary genre that can be very good device for developing lower elementary 

Montessori students' language development skills. It encourages students to consider the 

importance of each word in their writing and facilitates their reading and writing skills. Poetry 

also helps in understanding different perspective. Teaching and learning from poetry can help 

students respect and understand the viewpoints of other peoples and their cultures. By studying 

and memorizing poetry on peace, Montessori students deepen their understanding of the peace 

education and develop their empathy, cooperation and expression of feelings.  

Research Questions 

There are limited studies about the importance of studying poetry in the lower elementary  

classroom nowadays. The studies are even more limited regarding Montessori education.  

Therefore, the primary purpose of this research survey is to determine the amount of interest that  

lower elementary students in a Montessori classroom show in studying poetry. We ask: how  

much are lower elementary Montessori students interested and involved in reading, memorizing 

and writing poetry? Considering the lack of interest in reading, writing, and memorizing poetry 

in elementary schools around the world, we hypothesize that it will also be the case in 

Montessori primary classrooms. 
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Main Research Question 

The primary purpose of this research survey is to determine the interest in reading, writing, and 

memorizing poetry in a lower elementary Montessori classroom in one private Montessori school 

in the United States. 

Subsidiary Research Questions 

Is students' interest in poetry better if the poetry is related to other subjects (e.g. 

mathematics, science or social studies)? 

Purpose 

The purpose of this qualitative study is to investigate the importance of studying poetry in 

a lower elementary Montessori classroom in one private Montessori school in the Midwest.  

Because it does not seem to be much research done concerning studying poetry in Montessori  

environments, I hope to learn whether lower elementary Montessori students show interest in  

learning poetry as well as how much involvement they express in writing and memorizing 

poetry. Additionally, I hope to gain a nuanced view of students’ interest in poetry related to  

other subjects (e.g. mathematics, science or social studies). All of the above will allow me to  

understand the needs of each student and tailor my instruction to their individual goals. 

Methodology 

Both small-scale qualitative and quantitative data was collected, during an action research  

study to determine the level of one class of lower elementary Montessori students’ interest in  

poetry.  

Quantitative data was obtained by recording the number of times a book of poetry was  

chosen (from the four designated book baskets with four different literature genres: fiction, non- 

fiction, biography and poetry) to be read during the free choice reading time that occurred in the  
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classroom from the beginning until the end of the research study. There were more than ten  

books of each literature genres in each of the book baskets. Tally marks were recorded every  

time each student got a book from each of the baskets. Also, observations were noted if a student  

was engaged in reading the book of poetry more than five minutes. The whole class also  

participated in the pre and post survey on poetry. The children were asked, un-prompted, about  

their knowledge and attitude to poetry at the beginning and at the very end of the research study.  

Qualitative data was gathered through observations and interpretations of students’  

attitude toward reading, writing and memorizing poetry. 

Participants and Setting 

There were twenty participants in this study. To be eligible for participation in the study,  

child’s parent or legal guardian had signed an Informed Consent Form (see Appendix B). All of  

the participants were all-day lower elementary Montessori students. Five students were six years  

old; eight students were seven years old; six students were eight years old and one student was  

nine years old. There were ten female and ten male students. Seven students were new to  

Montessori environment and thirteen of them  were returning students. Seventeen students were  

white, one student was of Asian descent and two students were of Mexican descent.  

Over the course of seven weeks, free choice reading activities were moved from late  

morning to after-lunch hours. During the study, all students had poetry activities on Tuesday and  

Thursday afternoon for half an hour. During the course of seven weeks, all of the students had  

access to the book baskets with different literary genre.  

The study took place at a private, Montessori school in the Midwest in the 2021-2022  

school year during the months of January, February and March (although the program is still  

ongoing since the students expressed wish to continue with poetry activities during their free  
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choice reading time on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons until the end of the school year). There  

was total of 14 different dates/times that were used for collecting data and a total of seven hours  

of research. The school is AMS accredited Montessori school. There are about 300 students  

enrolled in the school ages 18 months to 14 years. The classroom is on the first floor with three  

more lower elementary classrooms. 

 

Figure 1 

The Research Setting 

 

Research Design 

The research study was conducted over the course of seven weeks starting on January 17 

2022, and ending the first week of March. In general, the meeting sessions were scheduled for 

Tuesday and Thursday afternoons for 30 minutes. Some changes to this schedule arose 

occasionally as the result of school field trips and teacher absences, but the pattern of 

assessments and learning sessions was kept. During the first week of the study, participants 
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participated in an individual assessment with me using Study Instrument 1 (Appendix D). I wrote 

down student number on the survey sheet and check marked that it was the pre survey. I 

explained  to each individual student what was expected to be done during the survey. I showed 

the each student the printed copy with the possible answers, and then I read the questions to the 

student. I circled the student’s corresponding answer. On the separate day during the first week 

of the study, participants engaged in one group learning session on poetry. During the session 

students learned about what makes a poem – a poem, and about main poetry components. I read 

to them several poems and at the end of the session they recited nursery rhymes that they 

memorized in earlier years. By doing some observations, I was able to gain better insight and  

find out how much my students knew about poetry and what were their attitudes to poetry 

at the beginning of the study. During the second week of the study, participants engaged in two 

learning sessions, each held on a different day. They learned about rhymes with predictable and  

repetitive patterns. They also read a variety of poems on winter. During this week I used  

Instrument 2 (Appendix E) in order to find out how many times the students chose book of  

poetry to other literature forms (fiction, non-fiction, biography). The tool that was used this time  

were book baskets.  

Figure 2 

Book baskets with four different literature genres  
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During the whole research, four book baskets with four literature genres were  

placed near our circle time area of the classroom. During week 3, the students learned about  

acrostic poem. They were given examples and template for writing poetry on animals. 

The study tool that was used that time were prepared worksheets with pieces of poetry 

with blank lines used for descriptive words. During the week 4 of the study the participants 

learned about poetry that relates to mathematics, science and social studies. The instrument 

that was used for this activity were researcher’s observation notes (Appendix F). The  

tool that was used was writing poetry on Solar system, eco-system and basic human needs. 

During the week 5 of the study, the students engaged in poetry memorization. The instrument 

that was used for this activity were researcher’s observation notes on students’ engagement and  

interest. The study tool were books of poetry for children by selected classic and contemporary 

authors. During the week 6 of the study, the students had an opportunity to meet and talk to 

the children’s author, Jean Martinez (Appendix C). The author of the book “The Double  

Yolk Day” talked to the students and they had the opportunity to ask her questions on how to  

become a poet.  

Researcher’s observation notes on students’ involvement and critical thinking were the 

instruments used. The study tool was in-person interview (Appendix C)  and  

discussion with the author. 

Figure 3        

“A Double-Yolk Day” by J.Martinez   
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Figure 4 

The author, having discussion with the students 

                           

             
  During the last week of the study research, in order to compare the results from the  

beginning and the end of the research, the students participated in the same survey that was  

conducted at the very beginning of the research (Appendix D). We also talked about  

studying highlights: what did I like about poetry? 

The study tool that was used during the last week of the study research was children’s  

engagement and interest and knowledge on poetry at the end of the research. 

Anecdotal evidence of the discussion with Jean Martinez 

Ms. Martinez arrived in our classroom around 1:30 p.m. The students and I were already 

seated at our gathering place, ready to meet the author. After my short introduction, Ms. 

Martinez started talking about her book “The Double Yolk Day”. The students listened 

attentively while she was reading the book and gradually moved closer to her seat in order to 

analyze and discuss the pictures in her book. After Ms. Martinez’s reading the students wanted to 

know how she got the idea to write a book. Ms. Martinez said that she got the idea from the true 

event from her own childhood – while preparing breakfast for her family, the author’s mother 
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cracked the egg with two yolks. It made the author – then a young girl – wonder if something 

special would happen that day. The story in the book “The Double Yolk Day” was based on that 

event. The students also wanted to know how long it took for the author to write the book. Ms. 

Martinez said that it did not take long for her to write it, but it took a while to do revisions. The 

students wanted to know if Ms. Martinez found it exhausting to rewrite the story again and again 

until it got that  good. Ms. Martinez told the students that although it was not easy, she felt good 

about herself after she completed her work. Then the students and Ms. Martinez started talking 

about poetry. Ms. Martinez is also a poet and although she had not published a book of 

children’s poetry yet, she loves writing poems for children. Ms. Martinez was asked to tell the 

students a poem. She recited the poem on the apple trees. The students started talking about 

poems and offered to recite some of the poems that we learned in our class during the poetry 

sessions. One of the students wrote a poem on lemon tree the day before (we have a lemon tree 

in our classroom with eight lemons that are almost ripe) and she offered Ms. Martinez to tell her 

the poem. The session with the author was finished after the students recited some of the poems 

they learned by heart and after some of them recited the poems that they wrote the previous 

week. 
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Figure 5   

Sample of the second grade student’s poetry writing 

 

Figure 6  

Sample of the first grade student’s poetry writing 
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Figure 7 

Sample of the second grade student’s poetry writing 

 

 

Figure 8 

Sample of the first grade poetry writing 
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Figure 9  

Sample of the first grade poetry writing 

 

Figure 10 

Sample of the third grade poetry writing 
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Figure 11 

Sample of the second grade poetry writing 

 

 

 

Figure 12 

Sample of the second grade poetry writing 
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Figure 13 

Sample of the third grade poetry writing 
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Figure 14 

Sample of the first grade poetry writing 

 

Figure 15 

Sample of the third grade poetry writing 
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Results and Discussion 

The goal of my research was to determine how much the lower elementary Montessori 

students in one private Montessori school in Midwest are interested in studying and writing 

poetry. Our results, as represented in the following Figures, give a clear picture of the rise in the 

students’ interest in poetry. 

I presented the research data in four sections. First, I explored results pertaining to 

students’ interest and enjoyment in reading poetry. Second, I reviewed the question of students’ 

interest and involvement in memorizing poetry. Third, I explored students’ ability to recognize 

the major poetry characteristics and differences between poetry and other types of literature 

genre. Finally, I examined results relating to students’ interest in creating their own poetry. 

1. Students’ Interest and Enjoyment in Reading Poetry 

During the seven weeks of the research,  four book baskets with four literature genres (Figure 2) 

were placed near our circle time area of the classroom (book basket 1 – fiction, book basket 2 – 

non-fiction, book basket 3 – biography, book basket 4 – poetry). During students’ free reading 

time every day, I recorded tally marks every time each student got a book from each of the 

basket and engaged in reading it more than five minutes. After the first week of studying about 

poetry in our classroom, it was obvious that students’ interest in reading poetry started to rise 

(Figure 7). This section also includes pie charts (Figures 8 and 9) giving an overview of students’ 

enjoyment in reading poetry at the beginning and at the end of the research study.  
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Figure 16 

Number of Books Taken from Basket per Week 

 

Figure 17. 

 Survey Question 1: I Enjoy Reading Poetry (January 2022) 
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It is clear from the survey responses that students did not express much enjoyment in reading 

poetry at the beginning of the seven week research study. Only 4 out of 20 students said that they 

enjoy doing it. 

 

Figure 18 

Survey Question 1: I Enjoy Reading Poetry (March 2022) 

  

 

Seven weeks after implementing poetry activities in the classroom, 15 out of 20 participants said 

that they enjoy reading poetry. The increase in students’ interest in reading poetry rose 55%. 

2. Students’ Interest and Involvement in Memorizing Poetry 

In this section I will review survey responses regarding the number of students who learned the 

poem by heart. As it can been seen on the chart tab (Figure 10), the majority of the students 

expressed interest in memorizing poetry from the very beginning of the study (14 out of 20 study 

participants). There was a 20% increase in their interest starting from the second week of the  
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Figure 19 

One poem on winter: “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost, 1923. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

study that had its peak on the fifth week of the study. On the fifth week of the research study, the 

student participation reached 100% . The last two weeks of the research, the interest in learning 

poetry by heart dropped by 5%. If compared to other fields of the study – students’ interest in 

poetry reading (see Figures 17,18,19) and students’ interest in poetry writing, (see Figure 21) it is 

obvious that the students’ interest and involvement in memorizing poetry has been most stable of 

all. 

  

. 
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Figure 20 

Number of Students Who Memorized a Poem during seven weeks of the study 

 

3. Students’ Knowledge on Poetry Features 

The first part of my third data section investigates students’ ability to make distinctions between 

poetry and other types of literature genre (Figure 21). 

Figure 21 

Survey Question 6: I Know the Difference Between Poetry and Other Types of Literature 

(Pre- and Post-Study Results) 

 



IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING POETRY IN LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

 
 
     

32 

 

We see in the above Figure that after the end of the seven week study on poetry, the 

participants showed much better results in distinguishing poetry to other literature genres. Figure 

22 and Figure 23 show how the participants’ responses looked at the beginning and at the end of 

the study (January-March 2022). 

 

Figure 22 

Pre-Study Survey Results on Students’ Familiarity with the Difference Between Poetry and Other 

Types of Literature  

 

 

 

Only 35% of the participants either strongly agreed or agreed that they knew the difference 

between poetry and other types of literature in January, 2022. However, at the end of the study 

(March, 2022) all 20 participants agreed that they know the difference between poetry and other 

types of literature (Figure 23). 
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Figure 23 

Post-Study Survey Results on Students’ Familiarity with the Difference Between Poetry and 

Other Types of Literature  

 

 

In the second part of this section, the data compared students’ knowledge from the beginning 

and at the end of the research study regarding poetry features. The students were asked if they 

thought the poetry needs to rhyme, and also, if poetry has to use proper punctuation and 

grammar. The pre- and post-study surveys also collected data on students’ ability to find 

figurative language in poetry. It is clear from the results of this short research study that the 

poetry lessons had a beneficial effect on the students.   
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Figure 24 

Survey Question 3: Poems Need to Rhyme 

 

 

 

 

The pre-survey test results showed that 55% of the participants agreed that poems need to rhyme. 

Only 10% of the participants said so after the seven week of the research study (Figure 24). 

The results were not as good for asking the participants whether the poetry has to use proper 

punctuation and grammar; it seems that the participants did not get the clear explanations on that 

part during their lessons on poetry (Figure 25). 
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Figure 25 

Survey Question: Poetry Has to Use Proper Punctuation and Grammar  

 

When asked whether they could find figurative language in poetry, all the participants said that 

they could not do it at the beginning of the research study. However, at the end of the seventh 

week of the study, six out of twenty participants (30%) agreed that they can do it (Figure 26). 

Figure 26 

Post-Study Survey Results on Ability to Find Figurative Language in Poetry  

 

4. Students Involved in Poetry Writing 
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In the fourth section of the research presentation results, I examined data relating to students’ 

interest in creating their own poetry. Throughout the seven week period, the participants’ interest 

in writing their own poetry was different. The least number of the participants who wanted to 

write a poem was on the first week of the study (0% participants). The last week of the study, 

however, 70% of the participants decided to write a poem (Figure 17). 

Figure 27. 

Number of Students Involved in Poetry Writing 
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Conclusion  

Overall, the survey results were very promising about the effect of the poetry teaching and the 

rise of interest in poetry. In just a few weeks, the students’ attitudes and knowledge of poetry has 

significantly increased. 

Follow Up Considerations 

The strength of the project was the the range and depth of activities that motivated 

students to become more interested in reading and learning poetry. Yet, the survey did not gain 

enough information on how students can become more independent in discussing poetry and 

making connections to their own experiences. The students could use a standard set of questions 

that could be printed on cards. The cards could be organized in poetry sets and distributed to 

students for the quick follow-up work (e.g. if there is anything about the poem that reminds a 

student of anything that has happened to him/her, or, if there are any questions the student would 

like to ask about the poem). 

 Although this research project showed a rise of interest in poetry after the poetry 

lessons implementations, it would be useful to visit other lower elementary Montessori schools 

and see how they would deliver the same units in poetry. It would be also helpful to see other 

teachers’ approaches to poetry.  

Furthering the Study 

There are many possibilities for extending our research. Since the reactions of this group of 

lower elementary Montessori students to listening to the poetry were favorable, it would be 

beneficial to find out how much impact the reading of poetry would have if conducted on daily 

basis. Also, it would be interesting to do observation on performing poetry. The students could 
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be asked to perform the lines and decide themselves how they would recite their poems  (e.g. 

loud or quiet, fast or slow, serious or funny).  

 It would be also interesting to see how much impact reading poetry aloud could have on 

the social and emotional learning of children as well as if it would benefit students with anxiety 

problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING POETRY IN LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

 
 
     

39 

 

References 

Mathematics and poetry. (2015). Mathematics, Poetry and Beauty, 3–6. 
https://doi.org/10.1142/9789814602952_0001  

 

Bayley, Nicholas (2016) “A Long-Legged Fly Upon the Stream”: Poetry, Memory and the 

Unconscious, Changing English, 23:4, 387-395, DOI: 10.1080/1358684X.2016.1219225 

 

Booth, D., & Moore, B. (2003). Poems Please! Sharing poetry with children. Marham, Ontario:        

Pembroke Publishers. 

 

Carter, D. 1998. Teaching Poetry in the Primary School: Perspectives for a New Generation,    

London: David Fulton. (Google Scholar). 

 

Catt, R., (2000), “Jolly good I said”: Using poetry with older children, in Fisher, R., and  

Williams, M., (2000), Unlocking Literacy: A guide for Teachers. London: David Fulton. 

 

Cramer-Wilkinson, Staci, “Teaching poetry writing in the primary grades” (2011). Graduate  

Research Papers. 158. https://scholarworks.uni.edu/grp/158 

 

Debbie Pullinger (2012) In Living Memory: The Dying Art of Learning Poetry and a Case for  

Revival, Changing English, 19:4, 383-393, DOI: 10.1080/1358684X.2012.736747 

 

 

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/grp/158


IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING POETRY IN LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

 
 
     

40 

 

Debbie Pullinger & David Whitley (2016) Beyond Measure: The Value of the Memorised Poem,  

Changing English, 23:4, 314-325, DOI: 10.1080/1358684X.2016.1203248 

 

DeMille, Ted. Seven Reason to Teach Poetry, New England Reading Association  

Journal;Portland Vol.40, Iss.1, (2004): 16-17 

 

Edwards, S., Maloy., & Verock-O’Loughlin, R. (2003). Ways of writing with young kids:  

Teaching creativity and conventions unconventionally. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

 

Faver, S. (2008). Repeated Reading of Poetry Can Enhance Reading Fluency. The Reading Teacher,  
62, 350-352. 

 

 

Fleischman, P., & Beddows, E. (1988). Joyful noise: poems for two voices. New York: Harper  

Trophy. 

 

Heard, G. (1989). For the good of the earth and sun: Teaching poetry. Portsmouth, N.H.:  

Heinemann. 

 

Howes, J. (2019). Poetry, and how to teach it. Monee, IL ISBN:9781070152516 

 

Jaquis, Z., & Whitley, D. (2019). “Adieu, adieu, remember me!”: Whatever Happened to poetry  

memorization in schools? English in Education, 1-14.  

https://doi.org/10.1080.04250494.2019.1646099 



IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING POETRY IN LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

 
 
     

41 

 

 

Karen Simecek & Kate Rumbold (2016) The Uses of Poetry, Changing English, 23:4, 309-313,  

DOI: 10.1080/1358684X.2016.1230300 

 

Mertler, Craig A. (2020). Action Research: Improving Schools and Empowering Educators. Los  

Angeles: Sage 

 

Parr, Michelann and Campbell, Terry. “Mapping today’s literacy landscapes: Navigational tools  

and practices for the journey.” Journal of adolescent &adult Literacy, 131-140. 

 

Rasinski, T., Zimmerman, B. (2001). Phonics Poetry: Teaching Word Families. Boston: Allyn  

and Bacon 

 

Routman, R. (2000). Kids poems: Teaching first graders to love poetry writing. New York:  

Scholastic. 

 

Tannenbaum, J. (2000). Teeth, wiggly as earthquakes: Writing poetry in the primary grades.  

York, ME: Stenhouse Publishers. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING POETRY IN LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

 
 
     

42 

 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A 
 
IRB Approval Document 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING POETRY IN LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM 

 
 
     

43 

 

Appendix B 
 
 
 

 
Informed Consent for Research Participation 

 
IRB # IRB-FY2021-200       IRB Approval Date 01-11-
2022 
 
Study Title: Importance of Studying Poetry in Lower Elementary Classroom4 
 

Researcher Names Department Contact Information 
1.Jelena Rosich 
 
2.Kateri Carver, PhD 
 

TED 
 
Teacher  
Education 

jelena.rosich@my.uwrf.edu 
 
kateri.carver@uwrf.edu 

 
We are asking you to participate in our research study.  Participation is voluntary and you may 
stop at any time. If you choose not to participate, there will be no negative consequences to 
you.  Participating will not change anything about your relationship with the researchers or our 
school. 
     Overview of the Research 
 

Purpose of the Study This qualitative study is intended to research the level of interest 
and involvement in poetry and ability to memorize poetry in a lower 
elementary classroom. 

What your child will be asked 
to do 

To participate in discussions on poetry, write poetry, talk with a 
poet, read poetry books, and memorize short poems. 

Amount of time your child will 
take to participate 

One hour per week (thirty minutes per session) during the seven 
week period. 

Risks to your child if he/she 
chooses to participates 

There are very minimal risks in this study. Possible risks may be that 
your child may have minor discomfort to learning/memorizing short 
poems. Your child may also find it challenging to read or write 
poetry. 

What we will do to reduce the 
risks 

The researcher will make sure to give enough instruction to the 
students on reading, writing, and memorizing poems. If your decline 
your child's participation in the study, the researcher will not use 
your child's results in their data collection. Note: your child will still 
be able to participate in all activities related to the research study. 

Benefits to your child or 
others if your child chooses to 
participate 

Learning about poetry and memorizing poems. Poetry writing. 
Language skills development. Connecting poetry to other fields of 
interest (e.g. science, social studies, and mathematics). 
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Confidentiality and Data Protection 

 
Who will see my child's 
answers/information? 

 
The Researcher 

Where will my child's answers/ 
information be stored? 

It will be stored in a secure cabinet at our school and on a 
password protected computer. Once the research is completed, all 
the information will be destroyed/shredded. 

How will my child's answers 
/information be protected? 

All the information obtained from the children will be used for the 
purpose of this research. No elements of this project will be 
accessible to any agency nor will appear in any publication. No 
videos or pictures of children will be used during the study. The 
children will be referred to as Student 1,2,3, etc while collecting 
the data. 

 
Protection of Human Research Subjects 

 
If I have questions about this research I should 
contact: 

*Must include PI contact info 

If I have questions or want to complain about 
my rights or how I was treated as a research 
participant I should contact: 

Institutional Review Board Chair 
University of Wisconsin River Falls 
410 S. Third St. 
River Falls, WI 54022 
715-425-0629 
irb@uwrf.edu 
 

 
Signatures:  

 
I agree for my child to participate in this study and understand my child may quit at any 

time. 
 
I do not agree my child participates in this study and I understand that my child will still 

be able to participate in     all activities related to the study (no data will be collected). 
 
 
 
 
 
Legally Authorized Representative: 
 
 

       
 
 

mailto:irb@uwrf.edu
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Appendix C 

 
 
Printed Name of Parent, Guardian or Legally Authorized Representative 
 
 
Signature of Parent, Guardian or Legally Authorized Representative   Date 
 
 

 
 
 Email Invitation 
 
 
 Dear Ms. Martinez, 
 
 My name is Jelena Rosich and I am a lower elementary teacher in Montessori School of  
Waukesha. I am reaching out in hopes that you will consider coming to my classroom and 
talking about your latest children book of poetry “A Double Yolk Day” to my students. I am a 
master’s student at UW- River Falls and I am studying about the importance of teaching and 
studying poetry in Montessori schools. The interview that my students will have with you would 
be included in my master’s paper. 
Please let me know if you would be interested in talking to my students about your book. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time, 
 
Jelena Rosich 
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      Date:____/____/____ 

      Pre____ Post_____ 
 
 
 

1. I know what a poetry means. 

Strongly Agree           Agree            Neutral            Disagree           Strongly Disagree 
 

2. I can say a poem by heart. 

Strongly Agree           Agree            Neutral            Disagree           Strongly Disagree 
 

3. Poems should rhyme. 

Strongly Agree           Agree            Neutral            Disagree           Strongly Disagree 
 

4. Poems have to be about nature. 

Strongly Agree           Agree            Neutral            Disagree           Strongly Disagree 
 

5. Poems have to use proper punctuation and grammar. 

Strongly Agree           Agree            Neutral            Disagree           Strongly Disagree 
 

6. I know what makes a poem different from other types of literature genre (e.g. fiction, 
non-fiction, biography). 

 
Strongly Agree           Agree            Neutral            Disagree           Strongly Disagree 

7. I like to write poems. 

 
Strongly Agree Agree  Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree 
 
    8. I can find figurative language in poetry. 
Strongly Agree Agree  Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree  
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 Appendix F 
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Appendix G 
 

 
 
Pre-Study Survey 
 
 
 

 
 

1. I know what a poetry means.  
 
Strongly Agree: 2 students  
Agree: 3 students 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 7 students 
Strongly Disagree: 8 students 
 

2. I can say a poem by heart. 
 

Strongly Agree: 3 students 
Agree: 3 students 
Neutral: 1 student 
Disagree: 3 students 
Strongly Disagree: 10 students 
 

3. Poems should rhyme. 
 
Strongly Agree: 4 students 
Agree: 7 students 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 3 students 
Strongly Disagree: 6 students 
 

4. Poems have to be about nature. 
 

Strongly Agree: 1 student 
Agree: 1 student 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 12 students 
Strongly Disagree: 6 students 
 

5. Poems have to use proper punctuation and grammar. 
 

Strongly Agree: 20 students 
Agree: 0 
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Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 0 
Strongly Disagree: 0 
 
 

6. I know what makes a poem different from other types of literature (e.g. fiction, 
non-fiction, drama, folktale). 
 
Strongly Agree: 2 students 
Agree: 5 students 
Neutral: 5 students 
Disagree:7 students 
Strongly Disagree: 1 student 
 
 

7. I like to write poems. 
 

Strongly Agree: 0 
Agree: 1 student 
Neutral: 3 students 
Disagree: 12 students 
Strongly Disagree: 4 students 
 
 

8. I can find figurative language in poetry. 
 

Strongly Agree: 0 
Agree: 0 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 7 students 
Strongly Disagree: 13 students 
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Appendix H 
 
 
 
   Post-Study Survey 
 
 
 
 

1. I know what a poetry means.  
 
Strongly Agree: 19 students 
Agree: 1 student 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 0 
Strongly Disagree: 0 
 

2. I can say a poem by heart. 
 

Strongly Agree: 20 students 
Agree: 0 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 0 
Strongly Disagree: 0 
 

3. Poems should rhyme. 
 
Strongly Agree: 0 
Agree: 2 
Neutral: 8 students 
Disagree: 7 students 
Strongly Disagree: 3 students 
 

4. Poems have to be about nature. 
 

Strongly Agree: 0 
Agree: 0 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree: 0 
Strongly Disagree: 20 students 
 

5. Poems have to use proper punctuation and grammar. 
 

Strongly Agree: 18 students 
Agree: 0 
Neutral: 0 
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Disagree: 2 students 
Strongly Disagree: 0 
 
 

6. I know what makes a poem different from other types of literature (e.g. fiction, 
non-fiction, drama, folktale). 
 
Strongly Agree: 17 students 
Agree: 3 students 
Neutral: 0 
Disagree:0 
Strongly Disagree: 0 
 
 

7. I like to write poems. 
 

Strongly Agree: 14 students 
Agree: 4 students 
Neutral: 2 students 
Disagree: 0 
Strongly Disagree: 0 
 
 

8. I can find figurative language in poetry. 
 

Strongly Agree: 4 students 
Agree: 2 students 
Neutral: 5 students 
Disagree: 7 students  
Strongly Disagree: 2 students 
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Appendix I 
 
 
 List of Recommended Poetry Books for Children 
 
 

• When Green Becomes Tomatoes: Poems for all Seasons by Julie Fogliano 

• H is for Haiku: A Treasury of Haiku from A to Z by Sydell Rosenberg 

• Love to Mama: A Tribute to Mothers edited by Pat Mora 

• Poetry for Young People: Emily Dickinson edited by Frances Schoonmaker Bolin 

• Imagine by Juan Felipe Herrera 

• The Day you Begin by Jacqueline Woodson 

• World Make Way: new poems inspired by art from the Metropolitan museum 

edited by Lee Bennett Hopkins 

• Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 

• Science Verse by Jon Scieszka 

• Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer: the Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement 

by Carole Boston Weatherford 

• Sing a Song of Seasons: a Nature Poem for Each Day of the Year edited by Fiona 

Waters 
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Appendix J 
 

Books of poetry read aloud to class 
 

 
 

• Winter Poems, selected by Barbara Rogasky  

• National Geographic book of Animal Poetry, edited by J. 

Patrick Lewis 

• Poetry by Heart, compiled by Liz Attenborough 

• A Child’s Garden of Verses, featuring the works of Robert L. 

Stevenson 

• Sing a Song of a Popcorn, selected by Beatrice Schenk de 

Regniers 

 
Appendix K 
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Observation Journals (coded by subject) 
 
**All names have been changed for numbers 1-20 and identifying details removed. 
 

Enjoyment in Poetry  
 

 Week 1 (January 20) 
 
This afternoon. I did pre-test survey on poetry. The students were a bit nervous about it, since it 

was done individually. I had to assure each of them that the survey is “not a big deal” and that 

our poetry session is going to be so much fun. They did not, however, seem to be enthusiastic 

about the whole project. Students 6, 9 and 18 (my second graders) said that they like listening to 

poetry sometimes. Majority of students did not show much interest.  

 Week 2 (January 24) 

At 1:00, we had a discussion on what makes a poem – a poem. I read to them “The Rainbow” by 

Christina Rossetti, “My Best Friend” by Abby Jenkins, “The Moon” by Robert Louis Stevenson 

and “Glad That I’m Me!” by Ian Bland. We also read poetry on winter. It fit perfectly to the 

snow that was falling the whole day! Students 14 and 17 said that they hate listening to poetry, 

but once I started they listened to it very well. They liked listening to Robert Frost’s poem 

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and Lilian Moore’s “Winter Dark”. 

 Week 3 (February 1) 

This afternoon the students had so much fun learning about acrostic poetry! We read 

some poetry on animals (that rhymed) and then each student chose one animal to write the poem 

about. It was not a big surprise to discover that majority of them chose to write an acrostic poem 

on puppies!  

 
Week 4 (February 8) 
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There wasn’t much enthusiasm today at the beginning of our lesson. I told them that we will be 

learning some poetry on Solar system and math. Some of the students (my second and third 

graders) were against it. I asked them if they would be interested in reading and listening to the 

poetry related to animals (again) and they heartedly accepted my proposal. We ended up reading 

and memorizing the poem “Dressing Like a Snake” by Georgia Heard. 

 Week 5 (February 12) 
 
Today the students chose themselves the poem they wanted to memorize. I was glad with 

the choice they made: “How to Love your Little Corner of the World” by Eileen Spinelli, and 

“My Best Friend” by Abby Jenkins. 

 
 Week 6 (February 24) 
 
Ms. Martinez arrived in our classroom around 1:30 p.m. The students and I were already seated  

at our gathering place, ready to meet the author. After my short introduction, Ms. Martinez  

started talking about her book “The Double Yolk Day”. I was glad to see that the session with 

Ms. Martinez was a success! 

 Week 7 (March 3) 
 
This afternoon, after I completed the post-survey with each of the students, we had a discussion 

on how much the students enjoy reading and listening to poetry. I asked if anybody was 

interested in saying a poem by heart, and I was glad to learn that more than a half of the class 

was very enthusiastic about it. The whole session lasted longer that planned and the students 

agreed that they would like to continue learning new poems and “making books of poetry” after 

the research study is done. 

 
 
  Learning the Difference Between Poetry and other Types of Literature 
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March 3 
 
Today, I was surprised to learn that even though I talked to my students about the differences 

between poetry and other types of literature, majority of my students is still not sure how to 

distinguish the genres. It seems that the concept was somehow more clearer at the beginning of 

the study, when majority of the students thought that the poems should always rhyme. However, 

when they realized that the rhyme is not a necessary element of poetry, they became a bit lost in 

the possibilities that the lack of it brought.  

   Students’ Interest in Poetry Memorization 
 
March 1 
It seems that the students’ interest in memorizing poetry has been quite high from the very 

beginning. The students feel good about memorizing poems, and I cannot believe how fast they 

can accomplish it! 

   Students’ Involvement in Poetry Writing 
 
January 24 
 
Students 1, 2, 4, 7 ,9, 10, 11,13 involved in writing poems on winter today. They read their 

poems this afternoon in front of the whole class. I noticed that some of the students paid more 

attention to their task and decorated the page with some beautiful drawings. 

January 31 
 
Students 1,2,4,5,6,7,9 12,15,16,17,18, 20 involved in writing poetry on animals in acrostic form. 
 
February 24 
 
All of the students present today (total 16 students) decided to write a poem on different subjects.  
 
It seems that majority of the students is into poetry writing. They seem to be very creative in  
 
decorating the space with flowers, birds and babies around their poems. 
 


