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Daniel Johnsen: Okay, awesome. Well, it's nice to meet you. How are you doing today? 

 

Jacob Reid: It's good to meet you as well. Can I do a quick pronoun check? 

 

DJ: Yeah, of course. 

 

JR: My pronouns are he, him, his. 

 

DJ: And mine are also he, him, his. So, yeah. 

 

JR: Okay! 

 

00:00:19.910 

DJ: Okay, great. Now here, let me just pull up the questions real quick. I'm sorry I didn't have 

this prepared beforehand. I was kind of scrambling to find a room to host this in. 

 

JR: Oh no, no problem I- I can relate. I was a WGS 205 student one at one point so- 

 

DJ: Oh really? Okay. 

 

JR: Yeah. 

 

00:00:39.810 

DJ: That's super cool. Did you like the class? 

 

JR: I really loved it. It was during the like the depth of the pandemic, so it was online only. 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: But you know, considering that it was an online class, it still went pretty well so. 

 

00:00:58.390 

DJ: Okay, I'm glad to hear that. Yeah, okay so, then yeah, let's see. I'm just going to ask you 



some introductory questions and then we can get started on, sort of, the- the main ones for this 

interview. 

 

JR: Sure. 

 

00:01:12.910  

DJ: So yeah, just starting off. What is your name? 

 

JR: Jacob Reid. 

 

00:01:18.290 

DJ: Okay, and your pronouns? I guess we already covered that. So yeah, what is your affiliation 

with UW-Stout? 

 

JR: He, him, his. I am a third-year student and I am in the human development and family 

studies program. 

 

00:01:32.980  

DJ: Okay, that's cool. What do you think of that? This is just a personal question, but yeah. 

 

JR: The program? 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: I really enjoy it. The way that I would summarize it is I started as a psychology major, and I 

found that…one change about human development and family studies is, in addition to looking 

at like the individual brain and psyche and all those factors, it also looks at like community and 

environmental factors and social factors, which is the right blend for me. I really appreciate that 

perspective a bit more so. 

 

DJ: Okay, well I'm glad you found something you’re passionate about, you know? 

 

JR: Yeah. 

 

00:02:15.160 

DJ: So yeah, you said you're a third-year student, right? 

 

JR: Correct. 

 

00:02:19.570  

DJ: Okay, great then- yeah, I think that's all the preliminary questions out of the way. Then just a 

quick disclaimer before we start, you know, you- if you are uncomfortable with any of these 



questions, you know, you do not have to answer at all. Just feel free to say you know, like I'm not 

comfortable or I'd prefer to skip this one. You know, anything like that is totally fine. 

 

JR: Sure. I gotcha. 

 

00:02:42.510 

DJ: Okay, great, so now let's get started on the questions. How would you identify yourself? 

 

JR: So, within the community, I'm assuming? 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Okay, well I identify as a queer cisgender man. Sometimes I- I use bisexual but- but more- 

more often than not, I use queer to identify. I am demisexual as well, and I'm also polyamorous, 

so I have a lot of kind of different identities that I navigate. 

 

00:03:23.720  

DJ: Okay, and what do those identities- like what do those, yeah, identities mean to you? 

 

JR: Sure. The primary one for me is a sense of community, I think, that's the first thing that 

comes to my mind. It's like connecting with other people, and sometimes you have common 

experiences. But more often than not, like I find that our experiences are really unique and like, 

that's kind of interesting when you think about like how the definition of bisexual can be 

different for each person that identifies with bisexual, right? 

 

DJ: Yeah, yeah. 

 

JR: And like the degree of like to use that as an example, like the degree to which you're 

attracted to each identity and maybe that's different depending on the identity that you're 

attracted to, right, so? Anyway, so finding that community is really- has really been important for 

me as I've come to stout and like interacting with so many people and participating in events. 

 

00:04:33.870  

DJ: Yeah, okay, well that's a really great answer. So yeah, speaking of communities, have you 

ever been part of, you know, any LGBTQIA+ communities at Stout? 

 

JR: Yes, well, maybe I can tell you, like how I came to Stout. That's probably the most relevant 

answer, I guess. 

 

DJ: Okay. 

 



JR: Because I'm a nontraditional student and when I actually met my primary partner, Colton, we 

were long distance and at that point in my life I was really considering, like a career change, I 

needed to change what I was doing, and they said well- and we were already talking about me 

moving to Wisconsin and living here and I first thought, like maybe I'll continue working in 

information technology. But that really wasn't making me happy, and so they were like they put 

the bug in my ear to like, why don't you just apply at Stout and see like what- So you know 

whether you get in and whether you like being a college student and you can find what you want 

to do when you get here. And so that's what I did. I applied; I went to the- my very first Qubie 

Gayla with Colton. I wasn't a student at the time when I attended the Qubie Gayla, but that was 

my first interaction was like through the Qube through Colton. And so, like having not known 

Colton, my story would have been completely different. But I got really a quick jump start and 

like thrust into this community with sort of the- what I would say is like the- the Qube’s flagship 

event every year. [laughs] 

 

00:06:10.030  

DJ: Yeah. Wow, okay, that's really great to hear. So what have your experiences been at these 

communities that you're part of? 

 

JR: Sure. So I think, primarily like, at first, I identified as gay and then I met Colton and you 

know, I realized that identity is something fluid that you have to continue to- to- to realize as you 

grow and like so then I started questioning like how can I be gay and my partner, by the way is 

non-binary and trans feminine, so I was like how can I be gay and be attracted to a non-binary 

person who expresses themselves feminine- effeminately? 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: So, I started to question that like and that's how I found queer and bisexual and- and 

interacting with like people that were in those communities and identified with those identifiers 

really helped me to find a new identity that I was comfortable with. And then also the other part 

that I wanted to sort of add to that is that a lot of my growing edges have been around like race 

and ethnicity, because I've been in rural areas of Iowa and Wisconsin interacting with people that 

predominantly look like me and then coming to Stout, it's like hearing the experiences of 

different parts of like the LGBTQIA+ community that have unique experiences around race and 

ethnicity. I- I continue like I feel like that's where I'm at right now is like growing and learning 

more about that too. 

 

00:07:32.940 

DJ: Mhm. Yeah. Yeah, there's so much to learn about all different facets of this kind of stuff. It's 

very interesting. Okay, so yeah, these next questions definitely are getting like a bit more tough, 

so just another reminder, there's absolutely no need to answer any of these feel uncomfortable. 

Yeah, okay, so. 

 



JR: Yeah, no problem. 

 

00:08:08.010  

DJ: And when did you come out to like yourself or like your family or friends and what were 

their reactions like? How did how'd it go? 

 

JR: Well, I wish I just had like one coming out story. But the more times I changed my identity 

it's like kind of more coming out stories. So, like originally when I realized I was gay to myself it 

was like probably sometime in middle school, right? And- and sort of realizing that I had that 

attraction, but it wasn't, but I lived in the closet for a very long time because I was predominantly 

very religious was how I was raised and that sort of pushed me into the closet until I was in my 

junior year of high school and I thought like you know, I found friends that were that I could tell 

were very affirming of like LGBTQIA+ identities and so I came out to them first at school. 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: And then fast forward a little bit, I came out to my parents when I was around 22 and I just 

like I needed to- I needed them to know why I was having such a strain with like my religion, my 

religious affiliation- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: -And that background that I was raised with and my sexual identity and like- so then they 

were actually super supportive like I don't know if you know the phrase like PFLAG parent. It's 

like an organization for parents for LGBTQIA+ that have queer kids- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: But they're like the poster child- children for that like they're- they painted their house 

rainbow for crying out loud. 

 

DJ: Really? 

 

JR: Like yeah, yeah, so I was so surprised that I have these like religious parents who are also 

like almost more proud of like a queer identity than I am sometimes. 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: [laughs] So, and then like as I mentioned like, you know getting to know my partner came 

out to them again, which it like they were old hats at this like they knew like, okay, you know, 

you're, we know how to do this. But then recently it's been challenging because like within since 

about summer, my partner and I have been exploring polyamory like this summer, so since then, 



so like I've recently come out to them over Thanksgiving actually and said like, okay, we're 

dating like other people and how do you feel about that and- 

 

DJ: Yeah. Mhm. 

 

JR: And that's actually been more of a challenge in some of those individual identity pieces that, 

and I think primarily it's because you don't really see that many people who are openly 

polyamorists in our society, so it's like those people exist, but they just don't have like an 

understanding of like what does it mean to be polyamorous and how does that square with like 

expectations that they have about like getting married- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Or like having kids or living together even. So yeah, kind of ongoing with that last one, but 

so far you know they're- they're processing it. They're working through it. [laughs] 

 

00:11:00.380 

DJ: Yeah. Okay, well I'm glad to hear they've been so supportive, yeah, and I'm sure they'll come 

around on that polyamory thing. 

 

JR: Yeah. 

 

DJ: But yeah, okay, so then, what would you say have been some positive experiences that 

you've had while attending UW Stout, especially in regard to those communities, like you 

mentioned the Qube, so yeah? 

 

JR: Yeah, I think my answer might be different than a lot of people that you talk to just because, 

like I kind of came in and I already was sort of seen as an older person like a figure of like, life 

experience that people could ask about and- and compare with. And like, I remember one 

particular experience that I won't identify this person, but somebody came to me and said like I'm 

having a really hard time and we spoke in the backroom of the Qube with the- 

 

DJ: Mhm. Yeah. 

 

00:12:02.210  

JR: With the door closed and I- I just you know I want to say I'm not an expert on anything and 

I'm not a counselor, I'm not any of these things- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: But you know, I think I'm just so like I've been out for so long and I've accumulated like the 

confidence over time that people look at and they say like, you know, I see what you have with 



Colton and I want to have a relationship that affirms me and like that people understand my 

identity and this person was really having a hard time with that is not only I accept myself, but 

how can I find love with my identity, right? And that's really hard and yeah, like I do consider 

that a positive experience. 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: And both of us were like we walked away from that feeling very happy and like- like that we 

were helping each other by being vulnerable. Like I do cherish that, but it like it's sort of that flip 

side where it's like you know you- you can't take things for granted, you know? 

 

00:13:03.280  

DJ: Yeah. I do totally get that. Okay, yeah. Well, thank you for sharing that experience. Are 

there any others that you'd like to share? 

 

JR: Sure, actually like, Intro to Queer Studies was a very positive experience for me in a 

different way, not a social way, but an individual way because working through those readings it 

helped connect me to like the history of queer people- 

 

DJ: Yeah! 

 

JR: -And realizing like this isn't just something that's existed since like I don't know what do you 

want to say, the 1950s in America or something? 

 

DJ: [laughs] Yeah. 

 

JR: Like it's not just since gay marriage was legalized in America. It's it has ancient Egyptians 

have like legacies of of queerness, and- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: -And all these things. And so, like, it was finding my community represented throughout 

history even if historians haven't always tried to share that. [laughs] 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Right, but like I needed that, I needed to see that like queer people are around the world, 

queer people have thrived throughout history. You know what I mean? 

 

00:14:17.360 

DJ: Yeah. That’s true. Yeah, it’s international, I get that. It is really cool to learn about all that 



stuff. Okay. So then have you had any more negative experiences regarding your sexuality or 

just you know identity while at UW Stout? 

 

JR: Yeah, recently- ah- Recently, yes. I- well, I guess on an ongoing basis my partner- being 

with my partner often times out in public like going to Walmart we will- we will be people say 

like what are you dude? You know, they'll say to my partner just because my partner is assigned 

male at birth but is wearing a dress like they don't understand that. 

 

DJ: Yeah. Mhm. Yeah. 

 

JR: And like that, but that hurts us like, and it delegitimizes us being out and grocery shopping. 

[laughs] 

 

DJ: Mhm. Yeah. 

 

JR: But like, also recently it's been a challenging semester to be honest with you, because like 

there was a really religious protester on campus- 

 

DJ: Yeah. [nods] 

 

JR: -a few weeks ago. And like I- I did struggle with that- that overlap of religious identity and 

sexual orientation. 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: And so, it hit me particularly hard. 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: And then, like the ongoing conversation, I would say about like trans medical care like my 

partner is a trans therapist. So, my partner is like you know, related to this issue and like not only 

that but I just as an activist like I feel so strongly for these people that they come to Stout, they 

come out for the first time, and the only access that they have is this new community that they've 

joined. 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: Like so I think we need to defend that and, but that's been really hard to be like pushing this 

forward and like saying pushing back against this and saying like this is a real need and it needs 

to be supported. 

 



00:16:13.210 

DJ: Absolutely yeah, I totally understand that it has been, you know, a rougher semester, I think. 

Yeah, okay, well thank you so much for sharing those experiences. I know it might not have 

been easy. So yeah, would you say overall the Stout community has helped or hindered your 

understanding of your own identity and yeah? 

 

JR: Kind of both, you know, because each person is a part of the Stout community. 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Like I've had professors that will like I'm- I'm- I've had professors that'll be like okay, you 

know men do this and then women do this, and we’ll all come together and share our answers. 

And like it's like then I have to tell them like you know, well that's like what about the non-

binary people like, you know what I mean? And like even something like that might seem 

simple, but if somebody is still early in their transition, even if they're transitioning like you 

know, binary sense, like what do they say right? 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Do they out themselves to their class and say no, I'm actually like female, even though I'm 

not presenting in a way that you would associate as female. 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Like you know what I mean? Like and so some of those experiences like I think we do have 

to be mindful of just 'cause like that's really where the Stout community is. Often times I'm 

immersed in like the Qube and Dr. Rickie’s classes, and it often feels like you know everybody 

is sharing these experiences and gets it. That's not always the case, right? 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: We still experience microaggressions on campus and like our healthcare rights are still 

challenged so- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: I don't know. Hopefully that answers your question? I don't know if I did but- 

 

00:17:56.550 

DJ: Yeah, you definitely did. Yeah, I think that was a great answer. Okay, so then yeah, this one, 

I guess you sort of addressed this, but have you encountered any negative stereotypes that UW-



Stout that you would like to address? 

 

JR: Yeah. [laughs] A couple of- a couple of ways I could answer this. I will say like there's a lot 

of bi-erasure. There's a lot of bi-myths that people have, like, oh, don't you just need to like sleep 

with a woman to know, like- like then- then you'll actually know, like, or aren't you just like gay 

because you're like primarily with like masculine partners like and- and sort of that ongoing 

problem  

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: And also, like being a- being demisexual is like something that you know I'm just more 

emotionally like that's the aspect that I know when I know that I'm attracted to someone is when 

we have an emotional closeness. 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: It doesn't mean that I'm not sexual, though, like it doesn't mean that I'm just like some 

emotional person and that's the only way I experience attraction, so I think there's a lot of myths 

with demi-sexuality. 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: And also like I feel more, you know, I think Dr. Rickie shares this in her classes that she and 

I have a similar story where I experience, like different amounts of attraction and different forms 

of attraction for different identities.  

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: Or different like levels of intensity, so it's like but I still consider myself demisexual. 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: So it's like, you know, navigating that and expressing that even though it's not a stereotype, 

it's individual like it doesn't match all these boxes that people would expect. It's that that's what I 

would say. 

 

DJ: Yeah. Yeah. Okay, yeah, great answer I get- it feels like people just try to identify you, and 

it's like you know, don't. [laughs] 

 

JR: [laughs] Or just ask me, you know? 

 

DJ: Yeah! 



 

JR: Ask me what it means like I’m not exactly like every other demisexual person so ask me how 

it- what it means to me. 

 

00:20:10.750 

DJ: Yeah, for real it's just people making assumptions, you know. But yeah, okay. So then, 

finally, what do you think Stout can do to improve the experiences for people in your 

community? 

 

JR: Yeah, gosh lately this year it's been- this semester it's been like show people how they can be 

supportive and be good allies, even if they're not in the community. I think one of the things 

that's been particularly hard with this semester is you kind of see that people don't aren't showing 

up that if they're not a member of the community, they're not static, and it's like- 

 

DJ: Mhm. Yeah. 

 

JR: You know we can make all the noise that we want, but we're still like a small percentage 

group of people on this campus. So, if we don't have solidarity from other student organizations, 

from professors, from fac- from administration like- 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: Ultimately, our concerns can't be visible enough if we don't have that. And so, like that- I 

don't know. I think that's been really important and also like, there's still ignorance on this 

campus I had- 

 

DJ: Yeah, there's so much. 

 

JR: I had a student in my class in Dr. Rickie’s class- I'm not going to again- not going to share 

who it was who actually said the N-word aloud in class because she was equating it to the word 

like genderqueer or a queer man. She was saying-  

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: -well, when I was young, saying queer was slur and then she said like the N-word as an 

example. So, it's like how can you be trying- you- you're obviously trying to learn- 

 

DJ: Yeah. 

 

JR: -but Stout doesn't have the information As readily available as it needs to be so people can 

avoid creating a lot of harmful, you know, racism, homophobia, like all of the above, right, like 

transphobia, like- 



 

DJ: Yeah, for real. It's almost a matter of like education. I feel like, you know? 

 

JR: Yeah. 

 

00:22:09.780 

DJ: Yeah, okay, well yeah, I would say that's pretty much, you know, all the questions I have. It's 

been great talking to you, although I do want to say is there anything else you would like to, you 

know share with me? 

 

JR: Yeah. Well, more with like everyone in your class or in your group. It's like, it does seem 

like we've had a lot of challenges recently, but the other thing that I think about a lot is like don't 

get discouraged like the very fact that we can do this project, that we can connect over video, that 

we can now connect more in person than we've been able to do in the last like 18 or 24 months 

like 

 

DJ: Mhm. 

 

JR: It's easy to think like things are really hard right now, but there are those rays of hope and 

connection that, like we still have and that, like I do think that things are going to be normal 

again. [laughs] 

 

DJ: Yeah, yeah. 

 

JR: Like, we're not going to have to wear masks forever. I don't know when that'll be changing, 

but you know, so yeah, I try to remind myself of that too. Like don't get discouraged like this is 

temporary. 

 

DJ: Yeah, okay, yeah, that was a great message to end on, I think. I'll definitely you know, try 

and share that out with the class. 

 

JR: Yeah. For sure. [laughs] 

 

00:23:24.360  

DJ: Yeah, okay, yeah. Well then, I think that's pretty much it for me. Thank you so much for 

doing this. I really do appreciate it.  

 

JR: Yeah! 

 

DJ: And yeah, I just- let's see did you fill out all the paperwork? 

 



JR: I sent you signed copies back on that same email thread when you sent me the attachments. 

So, I think they should be in your email. 

 

DJ: Oh, okay. 

 

JR: If you don't have them, feel free to come or if you need anything else from me, just feel free 

to reach back out but- 

 

DJ: [nods] Okay, great, yeah then thank you so much. I hope you have an excellent rest of your 

day. 

 

JR: You too. 

 

DJ: Yeah okay, thank you, bye! [waves] 

 

JR: Thank you. Take care, bye. 

 

END 

00:23:59.560 


