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Jason Hovarter: All right. I think that is recording. 

Rickie-Ann Legleitner: Okay. Yep! It looks like both of the things are going. 

JH: Okay, cool. How has class been going? I just want to get that out of the way. How has class 

been going? What have we been up to, I guess?  

RAL: Good! Monday was just a work day so if you were going to miss a day, that was a good 

day to miss. And Wednesday were first round of presentations so you’re group very nicely 

played your recording so that worked really, really well. And then Friday, I don’t know if you 

saw my email I just sent out, well actually I think I just sent it out to the groups who are 

presenting on Friday. I want to see if those groups possibly just want to record their presentations 

because the roads look like they are going to be really bad Friday afternoon so I’m trying to give 

people a safe option, so we’re not getting people stranded so.  

JH: Great. 

RAL: How are you feeling? 

JH: I’m feeling all right. I’ve been better. COVID kind of hit me kind of hard. I’ve just been 

pretty tired and coughing and, I don’t know, I’ve just been better. That’s pretty much all. 

RAL: That’s totally fair. I’m, honestly, I’m impressed you are here and up and doing the things 

‘cause it sounded like you were pretty wiped at the beginning of the week, so- 

JH: Oh, yeah. I was sleeping probably like 20 hours a day. I was not doing much so- 

RAL: Well, I’m glad you’re on the mend at the very least. 

JH: Thank you. We can start with, I guess, the questionnaire. 

RAL: Sure! 

00:01:41 

JH: I guess, the first thing I'll have you do is do you just wanna state your first last name and 

then your preferred pronouns just so we have that for future use? 

Rickie-Ann Legleitner: Absolutely. So, my name is Ricky-Ann Legleitner and my pronouns are 

she/her. 



00:01:55 

JH: Sweet. Thank you. And I guess the first question that we had was, have you publicly came 

out before? 

RAL: I would say I haven't- I haven't had like a big coming out moment and the way that people 

like stereo typically think of it, I guess. I've never had like a social media post that was like hey 

y'all, this is who I am. I've never like I've never done that. I've come out to people individually 

who I'm close to 'cause I think that'-s especially when people know you are ready, it's good to 

have like that more intimate conversation. I randomly come out to like classes that I teach if it's 

relevant to what we're talking about, 'cause I wanna share my perspective from a lived 

experience kind of a vantage point, I would say the first time I came out in a big way, maybe 

professionally and at work was on Stout campus- 

JH: Okay. 

RAL: The fall that- I forget the year- it was when the conversion therapy advertisement ran in 

the MSC (Memorial Student Center). And I kind of was like, oh, that was really terrible and 

like…upper administration was just like we’ll review our like policy for checking advertisements 

and they didn't really come out against what had happened- 

JH: Okay 

RAL: And I was like okay, but no like we can't- we have to talk about why this is problematic. 

So, I kind of decided in my own classes to give student space to like, talk about that and I wanted 

to be really upfront with the fact that like, this is something that impacted me. This is why it 

impacted me 'cause I try to be transparent with people, that's I think really, really important and 

once I did that the first time it was like, oh well, I mean, the world didn't end, I didn't get fired 

like nothing really bad happened from it- 

JH: Awesome. 

RAL: So, then I kind of was like, okay, well, we'll just keep doing that. So, I think for me, like 

the little intimate one on ones were always really, really easy. But the bigger coming out was a 

little scary in a professional setting, but then once it happened, totally good so. 

JH: Sweet, well thank you for sharing that. 

RAL: Absolutely. 

00:04:20 

JH: All right, was that like your first time coming out then like just in general was it was like that 

time period? 

RAL: I mean, I think that's probably the most public setting that I've done that in, and I think 

everything else has been really, really interpersonal. I will say when I lived- so I got my master's 

degree in Chicago from DePaul University- so, I lived in Chicago for a couple of years, and I 



was just generally out when I lived in Chicago, like I was a bartender at a gay bar. So, but I don't 

think I never, I don't… I never really had a coming out moment per say. Everybody kind of, just 

like was part of the community, so there weren't so many questions in that sense, and I think it 

was a really unique experience in that I was surrounded by so many people who were just part of 

the LGBT- LGBTQIA+ community that like I didn't have to come out. 

JH: Mhm. 

RAL: Coming out is usually something you do to people who are like heterosexual, so like when 

you're just in the community- 

JH: Yeah. 

RAL: I would get specific questions of like oh, so you're a lesbian? I'd be like actually not a 

lesbian like so it would more be like clarifying where I belonged exactly in that community so 

yeah, I think I am really unique that I've- I've never had that big public moments so- I think the 

first time it came out to somebody was probably to the girl I dated senior year of high school. If 

we get yeah, but that would probably be it. 

RAL & JH: [laugh] 

00:06:02 

JH: Gotcha. I guess did you- have you ever looked back and wondered- or I guess wished that 

you had like a big coming out like a big Instagram post or something like that? 

RAL: Yeah, yeah. You know there's still a possibility I could do it in the future. 

JH: Oh absolutely. 

RAL: Like since I technically never have. I think part of the reason I've hesitated with that- like I 

still have family that is less than great about these kind of things. 

JH: Mhm. 

RAL: And honestly, if they've been paying attention to my social media social media feed, they 

would know it's not like I'm like all that covered about things I've just never explicitly stated it. 

JH: Gotcha. 

RAL: Like a couple years ago, I won the- what is it? The Qubie award for a middle sexuality’s 

advocate. So I like put that up on my feed. It was like yeah, middle sexuality's and like I'm not 

advocating for something I don't belong to, you know what I mean? Like, I just really love 

bisexuals. It's so strange. 

JH: [laughs] 

RAL: So again, if people are paying attention, they know. 



JH: Mhm. 

RAL: So yeah, I don't know. Like I- I just. It never felt like something I really needed to do, but I 

will say the more people who know the more comfortable I feel. So maybe- maybe that's a 

possibility in the future. 

JH: Gotcha that totally make sense. 

RAL: Yeah 

00:07:34 

JH: All right, so let's see here. I guess the one last question I had about this in particular was how 

did you or how would you describe your feelings surrounding the experience that you had while 

I guess coming out and a little bit about that? 

RAL: I mean, I- I'll take it back to that first time with my high school girlfriend. So, we, ‘cause 

that was- that was the hardest- 

JH: Yeah. 

RAL: I think like the first time you own it with somebody else- and it was the first time she had 

owned it with somebody else- so we both were like trying to figure out where the other person 

was at. 

JH: Okay. 

RAL: We had struck up a friendship, we were obviously attracted to each other, I think other 

people were picking up on that. But when you don't- when you don't know necessarily where 

you're at, where the other person is at, when neither of you are out- we went to a Catholic High 

School so it was like not something that was really accepted. 

JH: Mhm. 

RAL: And it- when we had the conversation we've just like, oh my gosh, I thought it was just me, 

I thought I had this deep dark secret. And then when you find someone else who has the same 

deep dark secret, you're like oh my gosh like this- like it's not- you don't feel so isolated, you 

don't feel so alone. But I think what was really unfortunate about that, like we felt really great 

and safe when we had this little bubble we existed in with each other. But like because of the 

school we went to like, we couldn't really tell anybody else.  

JH: Yeah. 

RAL: So everyone else was just like oh y'all are such good friends and we're just like, oh yeah, 

we're such good friends.  

JH: [laughs] okay. 



RAL: But like it's I don't know like I- it made it- I think it- wasn't contagious in the same way 

because we were so isolated in it and it wasn't until like I lived in Chicago in a gay community 

where I was like oh, okay like you can just be a person with everybody. Yeah. 

00:09:40 

JH: I mean, okay, sweet, thank you again for answering that. I guess looking back I like that first 

experience with your high school girlfriend, would you change anything about the way that you 

guys may have approached each other about coming out in that sense? 

RAL: I mean, yeah, I think- I think- I don't know if we could have changed it. I think maybe if I 

could change it, I would just change the context, right? Like? 

JH: Okay 

RAL: I wish I could change like all of the circumstances that surrounded us and I guess to give a 

little more context, like when me and my high school girlfriend before we started dating each 

other or just really getting to know each other one of our mutual friends had come out to her 

parents and got kicked out of her- their- their house and like watching our other friend go 

through that, I think that pushed us even further into the closet and I think it made it so much 

more difficult for us to like have that conversation but then it really stopped us from taking that 

conversation any further. And unfortunately, like I- I think because that was so poorly handled, I 

don't know, like she to this day isn't in contact with most of our high school friends because she 

just like, she shut everybody out at that point because she was really, really afraid of how 

judgmental people would be. I've kind of still maintain some of those friendships and given 

people a chance to like grow into that. But I guess if I could change anything it would really just 

be, the environment and allowing people to like have those conversations without feeling like 

something horrible would come out of it. 

00:11:35 

JH: I appreciate [that]. Thank you. Alright, our next question that we had written down was: how 

were your childhood experiences growing up? And that's just more I guess like in general like 

more of it, like a general context. 

RAL: Yeah, so growing up I will say I was like a stereotypical tomboy [air quotes] I hate that 

expression, but very much what I was. I went to private school 'cause I grew up in the Flint area 

and Flint Public schools were not great, so my parents really prioritized my education, which I 

really appreciated. But I- so going through private school, my kindergarten through 5th grade 

experience I was the only girl in my class. And I kind of was just naturally a tomboy anyway, I 

grew up on 15 acres, I was always outside, always getting dirty like all that kind of stuff. And my 

parents were okay with that, they never really pushed anything too hard. My mom did enroll me 

in ballet, but I loved ballet, so it wasn't like, I was still going to be a tomboy. I just was going to 

be a tomboy that wore ballet slippers sometimes. 

JH: [laughs] 



RAL: So it- it worked out just fine. And I- I had really my parents are liberal, they're accepting. 

But I also- I knew there were certain boundaries I couldn't go outside of, like if I wanted to stay 

in private school, I had to get good grades. That was an expectation. And my- my mom would 

make comments sometimes about like the gay community like I would never want a gay child 

because their life would be so hard and like I was such a sensitive kid that I'd hear these things 

and I- I- I would be like okay, if I'm going to please my parents and this is who I'm supposed to 

be: I'm supposed to get good grades, I'm supposed to be attracted to only men, I'm supposed to 

be X, Y and Z. And I'm just a ball of anxiety anyway, so I really just like internalize that and was 

like, yep, that's what I have to do. So, I think because I was, ultimately, I'm kind of a 

perfectionist or at least I used to be in really unhealthy ways that I felt like if I was going to be 

perfect, being perfect meant that I couldn't be certain parts of myself or couldn't explore those 

parts of myself. So, I'd say it had a really supportive, happy childhood, but at the same time there 

are limits to that for sure. 

00:14:08 

JH: Yeah, for sure. That makes sense. Would you, I guess was there, but is there anywhere that 

you consider it to be a safe space growing up? 'Cause I guess that's just a like a general question, 

I guess. 

RAL: Yeah. That’s a really, really good question. I’m going to have to- let me like pause and 

think about that for a second. 

00:14:38 

JH: Absolutely. And I guess- I guess where I'm going with this is like if your family was very 

supportive except within like that nutshell, how did you use your safe spaces to I guess branch 

out and I guess figure out like who you were, and try to maneuver who you are as like an 

individual? 

RAL: Yeah, I mean I would say, my safe spaces were really relationships that I struck up with 

other like adults and role models in my life when I was growing up. So I would say it like 

particular teachers who were really encouraging of my creativity, who thought I had a voice, 

who really encouraged me to use that voice. I think that's really the cool thing about, especially 

education, is you get to have a relationship with adults that like is totally separate from your 

parents and like you can kind of express yourself in different ways and I had some really good 

educators that allowed me to, especially in creative writing, allowed me to express myself. And 

that was really, really useful, I think. I was a really introverted kid and really introspective, so 

like reading was- oh my gosh, I love books so much- and like I really loved creative writing. So, 

I think those teachers who like recommended books for me and like encourage me to write. 

Those were kind of the places where I could have more imagination and think bigger and outside 

of those boundaries that I think my parents had set for me. 



00:16:13 

JH: Sweet. I guess, how does being an introvert kind of- I guess how did that help you trying to 

express who you are, and I guess try and have you branch out to other people? 

RAL: Yeah, I think being an introvert that's why those like one-on-one relationships are so 

important, especially with teachers, 'cause I think when you're an introvert, it's so hard to put 

yourself out there, right? Especially when you're like an awkward kid. Oh my gosh, like I mean, 

I'm still an introvert now, but I've gotten over a lot of those like self-conscious things that just are 

like paralyzing when you're younger. And I- so, I really appreciated the people who took the 

time to like pull me out of myself a little bit. And I- I think I needed those one-on-one 

interactions to feel safe and feel comfortable. And I- I don't say I ever had a group necessarily 

that made me feel safe and comfortable. Oh gosh, outside of the various stereotypical high 

school theatre, which I definitely was part of but yeah, that's- that's about that. [laughs] 

00:17:19 

JH: Sweet. Let's see here. Alright, I guess one question we had written down as well was were 

there any adults or peers that you felt comfortable talking about your sexuality with? 

RAL: Not necessarily- not in high school, I think- so in high school, obviously my girlfriend was 

really the first person I had came out to. I had- like once we slowly started coming out to people 

like there are a few other kids in my high school who also identified as gay and we kind of like- 

there was- slowly we started figure out who was who in the group and some of that happened in 

high school. Some of it happened after we went away to college and then we were more 

comfortable like I can tell you this, but I don't have to see you every day. I think it kind of slowly 

happened after that. I don't think I ever had like an adult in my life growing up honestly that I 

ever felt comfortable with, and I really think that's 'cause I went to private school like I think if I 

had been in a more open environment that probably would have worked out. And unfortunately, 

like my Catholic school just fell into so many stereotypes like I think the only, like people who- 

and I'm not even sure they were in the LGBTQIA+ community- but like the- there were like the 

stereotypical like gym coach in my high school was a very like butch presenting woman and like 

that was not something I connected with this. So, like I- yeah I- I don't think I ever had like an 

adult at all. 

00:19:12 

JH: Gotcha, I guess, for more context about what grade or age did you and your girlfriend started 

to like get together? 

RAL: So that was my senior year of high school, so I was 16. I was a young high school 

graduate, but I will say, in 7th grade was the year that I first kissed a boy and kissed a girl.  

JH: Okay. 

RAL: So, like that- that like coming-of-age process had happened a lot earlier. But like the girl 

that I kissed in 7th grade, we kind of like laughed it off as an accident? [laughs] 



JH: Okay. Was it intentional, I guess, or like? 

RAL: It absolutely was.  

JH: Okay.  

RAL: Like it absolutely was, but I think we both were just like, oh, that's not a thing we're 

supposed to do. So, like oh no, how did that happen? Like I don't even know how we- oh my 

god, but yeah so. 

00:20:10 

JH: Gotcha. That’s funny. Let’s see, let’s go to our next question here. All right, our next 

question was were sexuality and gender identity topics you felt comfortable discussing with your 

loved ones? 

RAL: Not at all. [laughs] 

JH: Not at all. 

RAL: Not at all. Yeah, it never, never was really something discussed in my- my immediate 

family by any means. I'm trying to think, I don't think I came out to my mom until I was in my 

20s and she was surprised. Which I wasn't expecting her to be surprised. Like I- I was like do 

you remember- Do you remember Liz in high school? And she's like, yeah. You remember how I 

took her to like Sadie Hawkins and she used to spend the night all the time and you actually 

joked about us being girlfriends? and she was like I was literally just joking. I'm like, I thought 

you got it like. [laughs] 

JH: That’s funny. [laughs] 

RAL: Yeah,- it was and she was like I never would have like y'all have all those sleepovers and 

I'm like, yeah, you probably shouldn't have. But like it just- [laughs] 

JH: [laughs] It’s like it's funny how like so much like context changes because like I guess even 

with my parents or like if I have a guy over like it's just a sleepover and like it's just 100% but 

then as soon as like a girl comes in it's just there- It's just it's- it's flipped. It's weird. 

RAL: Absolutely. So yeah, I don't think it ever even occurred to my parents that that was a 

possibility, apparently, which I mean, when you're in high school and can get away with that, 

that's fantastic, right? 

JH: Oh, for sure [?] 

RAL: But, so yeah, I don't know. It again, really loving and supportive family, but that was just 

never an open conversation that I felt like I could have. 



00:22:07 

JH: Gotcha. And then I guess going along with that topic, growing up did your parents ever limit 

you from expressing yourself, whether implicitly or explicitly? 

RAL: I don't know. I don't- I don't think so. Actually- especially- at least not like in gender 

expression. My- my mom was really good about the fact that, like I was not going to be the girl 

who wore pink or who wore dresses like she kind of like came to terms with that really early on. 

It was super, super comfortable about it. I mean to the point like I remember when I was 14, I 

really wanted to get my belly button pierced and my mom took me to get my belly button pierced 

like which I was like sweet, like that's pretty cool. So, she- she was super, super supportive in 

terms of like letting me be me. Yeah, so in that in that regard she was super, super great. Yeah. 

Yeah. [nods] 

00:23:14 

JH: Sweet, I guess how did your father react when you told him about your sexuality and 

identity? 

RAL: I mean, kind of pretty stoically. I would say it was more just like, oh, okay. Like not, not 

really much of any kind of response. Yeah. 

RAL & JH: [laugh] 

RAL: But I'm not as close to my dad like I'm way closer to my mom so it was less of a 

conversation with him. And I think it's an interesting thing for parents who really see themselves 

as liberal and progressive to all of a sudden be confronted with something and then they have to 

kind of go wait are we as liberal and progressive as we thought we were? And I- I think it's a lot 

different for an idea to exist like in a hypothetical out there kind of thing versus like this is our 

kid.  

JH: That makes sense. 

RAL: But yeah, I think it took both of them like a hot minute to kind of like wrap their heads 

around it, but they're- they're good now. My mom is super, super supportive now. Like now she 

buys me like pride things and like she totally- totally supports that. So yeah, it's been a journey, 

but they've gotten there. 

00:24:49 

JH: Sweet, that's- that's nice to hear. All right, our next question that we had was prior to arriving 

at Stout, how would you describe your experiences as part of the LGBTQIA+ community? 

RAL: Again, Chicago was the best thing ever. I would move back there in a heartbeat just 

because it was so- I mean, anytime you live in an urban environment, you're going to be able to 

find a niche that is like your little niche. And that's really, really nice. I don't recommend living 

in South Dakota, in general well, but I think that was probably the hardest thing because it was 

such a conservative environment and people just don't hesitate to let you know what they think 



and no uncertain terms. And I used to have to actively worry about the safety of some of my 

friends in South Dakota who were more open about their like gender identity and sexual 

orientation, just in terms of like general straight harassment and I would say I- I'm fortunate that 

I present very feminine, very heterosexual, in a lot of ways that I can- like I can walk down the 

street, and no one is going to be like, hey, I know what you are like that's not one of those things 

I've really had to experience. But I also think that like, pushes me back into the closet in some 

circumstances where I'm just like, okay, I'd rather just be invisible because I'm really scared of 

what this might mean otherwise. So South Dakota not great. And like I've talked about in class 

like even a Menomonie like the lack of pri- pride flags in businesses is really concerning. I don't 

really know where I could go in town like if I am on a date with a woman, where a safe space for 

that would be. Like the Abbey, the bar is owned by somebody who's part of the queer 

community, so that is like a space where I'm like yep, that's probably the one space in town, but 

even the Abbey doesn't have like a pride flag, right? Like not necessarily advertising that by any 

means, so it's- I think Menomonie is hard to navigate. I think Stout itself, though is a pretty 

fantastic place like the Qube is phenomenal. And I think the queer students who are at Stout are 

really, really fantastic, so. 

JH: Sweet, thank you for answering that. And I agree with that. I think Stout with is a great job I 

guess like showing that queer representation and like it was something, I guess looking from last 

year to this year, the amount of people I've seen in general is just, so many more people and like 

I guess the queer representation, it was nice because like this is my first class I'm taking in that 

involves this, and it's just nice to I guess it's- it's really eye opening. It was nice to I guess hear a 

story from other people in class and everything like that. So, it was just nice to hear everything. 

RAL: Awesome. I like that. 

00:28:04 

JH: Looking at our next question, you know, looking- looking at these questions, there's quite a 

few I realized, but it's like a lots of sub questions so. [pause] All right, I will ask this question. I 

guess how, how would you say that you connected with the queer community here at Stout? Like 

to go along with what we've been talking about?  

RAL: Yeah. So, I would say my first interactions were with the Qube, which when I started at 

Stout, Julie Miller was the director of the Qube and unfortunately, she wasn't like very into like 

collaboration and that kind of thing 'cause especially when I stepped into the role as advisor or 

for women's and gender studies like it was like of course like me and the Qube should be 

hanging out all the time. We speak the same language, so I kind of like tried to connect with 

Julie and Julie just like was not interested and I don't know if she was just too busy or what- 

what the circumstances were there. But when Julie left and Nicole Eastman came in, I was like, 

okay, cool, let me talk to this person and then Nicole was all about collaboration. She’s been 

really fantastic to work with, so the Qube’s been a big part of that. I think having a really visible 

LGBTQIA+ center like that is just huge. Unfortunately, there isn't really a space for faculty and 



staff in terms of like any kind of like affinity group or anything like that, so like I've found other 

faculty and staff that exist on campus. But I don't feel- like there's still a lot of people on campus 

who don't feel comfortable coming out, at least at their place of business. And some of that is 

just because they don’t know how their colleague will be, some of that is because they don’t 

know how their students will be. And that I will say- like, so I occasionally teach English 101, so 

your basic freshman composition class, and in that class, I'll teach the graphic novel “Fun Home” 

by Alison Bechdel, which is a graphic novel, gay comic book and like we read it for three days 

and it's it essentially is a coming of age story about someone who figures out she's gay and like 

I've gotten weird student feedback about how I shouldn't do all this “gay stuff”, and I'm like it 

was literally 3 days of the entire semester. One thing that we read and like, I'm like, oh my gosh, 

all the gay stuff like but. So, that- that kind of like pushback from students always made me kind 

of second guess like how out there do you really want to be? Like I even got like the like it's 

Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve comment once and I was like are people still saying that 

like I heard that when I was a kid like y'all need to get something back. 

JH: I- I’ve never heard that before. 

RAL: Oh gosh, just like so, I think again, we're in western Wisconsin. It's a conservative area 

and if you come from a small town, maybe you don't have a lot of exposure to people in the 

LGBTQIA+ community 'cause they were all probably closeted and scared where you came from. 

So I think sometimes it's- we really have to make a concerted effort to like, make a community 

feel safe for people, and where I think we've done that really well for students, I think we have a 

ways to go for faculty and staff still. 

00:31:57 

JH: Gotcha, and I guess if you had, I don't wanna say words of encouragement [air quotes] or 

anything like that- but like if you had to anonymously talk to other faculty like what would be 

your advice to them?  

RAL: I mean, I think it it's a matter of what's gonna be comfortable for that individual 'cause I 

was really, I had a lot of hesitation about coming out on campus, but once I did it, it felt so 

liberating and I felt so much better just bringing my authentic self to everything I was doing. 

That for me, it was completely worth it. And I will say when people know who you are and 

you're open about that, you're honestly gonna get less pushback, because then I think Midwest 

politeness kicks in and then people aren't gonna like, write like that kind of stuff and then if they 

do that says more about them than about you, right? 

JH: Absolutely. 

RAL: And maybe those- those individuals maybe they will benefit from knowing that they've 

known somebody in the community, right? So, for me, I think it's 100% worth it. But it's- it's 

really up to people’s individual journeys and where they're at. 

JH: Sweet. All right, and then, let’s see, I’ll ask one last question. 



RAL: Yeah. 

00:33:23 

JH: All right, and last question, it's very short, but it seems like it's kind of a wrap-all tell-all. 

What is one thing you tell- you would tell your younger self about anything? 

RAL: Oh goodness, calm down. [laughs] 

JH: Calm down. Yeah, it seems like a pretty, pretty good couple words that tell your younger 

self. I would agree with that. 

RAL: Yeah. Oh my gosh, yeah, I don't know. I think things seem so big and huge and you think 

everyone is paying attention to what you're doing, and nobody really cares what you're doing. 

Not really. Yeah, calm down. [laughs] 

JH: Sweet. All right, I believe that is, I had a couple other questions, but like, I think what we 

have is good and like the other questions were kind of just like sub-questions so.  

RAL: Okay, cool 

JH: Thank you again for participating in our interview and everything, that we do greatly 

appreciate it and will get all this written up and everything like that. So, thank you again. 

RAL: Yeah, thank you Jason. 

JH: All right. I’m going to stop recording because I think that’s next. 

RAL: All right. 

END 

00:34:31 


