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Adriana Aumann-Weyenberg: Hi, this is a interview for Intro to Queer Studies for the Oral 

History Project. My name is Adriana and my pronouns are she/her/hers. What are your pronouns 

and your name and how would you identify yourself? 

Layne Halvorson: Hello, my name is Layne Halvorsen. My pronouns are they/them/theirs and I 

identify as a nonbinary individual. 

00:00:36.460  

AAW: So, do you think someone’s identity influences their artwork? 

LH: I think marginally it does. I think the things that you have to go through and like any 

hardships related maybe to your identity as a queer person or maybe a person of color, is often 

reflected in the artwork because art is usually very personal and emotional. So, I would say to a 

degree it definitely influences artwork. 
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AAW: Yeah, so how would you say that your identity influences how you make art? 

LH: I mean kind of in the same vein. I put a lot of emotion into artwork that- like personal 

artwork, I suppose like when I'm drawing or just doing artwork that's for me- I definitely put a 

lot of emotion into that, but I would think even in my professional artwork like I work at the 

Qube making posters as the graphic designer so, I don't know. It's in the same vein because I care 

about the stuff I'm creating, like I care about the queer culture on campus, and making sure that 

people feel safe and that that's represented in like the designs I make. So that's kind of how I 

think I integrate it into my artwork. 

AAW: Yeah, I really like all the posters you make for the Qube and the pronoun pins and 

everything.  

LH: Thank you. 

AAW: So how would you say um art has helped you express your identity? 

LH: I don't know. Art’s always been like my go-to thing and you know you can draw when 

you're sad or happy. You know, if I'm going through tough times I can pick up a pen and paper 

and like doodle. It like takes my mind off of things so I think just in general, I've kind of leaned 

on art as something that makes me feel better and, I don't know, I don't know much more, I 

guess, of how it would influence that, but- 
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AAW: Yeah, that makes sense. So where do you draw your inspiration? 

LH: I don't know. I draw a lot of inspiration from like the things around me and obviously like 

the internet. I see stuff all the time like on Tumblr or Pinterest that, you know art styles I want to 

emulate or things I want to draw. But yeah, I think also like a lot of my friends are artists here at 

Stout, so I'll see things that they make, and I'll be like wow, that's really cool, I want to try that or 

whatever, so definitely like the people around me and like influences from like media I've seen. 
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AAW: Yeah, and that leads right into the next question, what artists do you draw inspiration 

from? 

LH: Do you want like queer specific artists or just artists? 

00:03:15.650 

AAW: [shakes head] Any artists in general, queer artists, any artists? 

LH: Okay, well I mean one of my favorite artists is Keith Haring, who is a queer artist from the 

80’s and he has a kind of like really cool pop style. I have a like t-shirt with some of his stuff on 

it and I've always thought his artwork is really simple yet, I don't know, influential, especially 

like with the AIDS crisis and everything, he had a lot of work. And then another one of my 

favorite artists currently is, I don't know how to pronounce his last name exactly, but it's Mark 

Maggiori, I think. And he's an Italian artist who makes these beautiful like cowboy landscapes. I- 

I would suggest you go look him up sometime because his art is amazing and there's so much 

depth to it and color. I really love color so, yeah, those are a couple of my favorite artists. 
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AAW: That’s neat, so do you feel like queer artists get the same respect or recognition that cishet 

white artists get? 

LH: I mean, I don't think so. In like a general sense like cis straight white men are almost always, 

at least now, going to get the attention for- even if it's mediocre work they're putting out in 

comparison to like a Black trans woman or something. Which is sad about kind of the art 

industry, especially like in my degree of graphic design, like I once had to give a presentation 

about like famous graphic designers in my GD2 [graphic design 2] class and we were given like 

a preset list to choose from and almost all of them were like white men. 

AAW: Wow. 

LH: I think there was one or two women- one or two white women like it was, yeah, pretty sad. 

So, I think queer artists and like artists of color or like any artist in a minority, really doesn't get 

the same recognition. 
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AAW: Yeah. So, do you think like the School of Art and Design at Stout provides a safe place 

for you to express yourself through your art? 



LH:  I would say so, though I'm also speaking as like a white cis-passing person, but I feel like 

Stout has a relatively welcoming queer community like there's I feel like there's a lot of queer 

students on campus, so I have an easy time like relating to people on that topic. I've also found, 

like a good amount of my professors like respect my pronouns, and therefore I kind of feel like I 

can incorporate my queer identity in the artwork that I create. I'm not sure if that's how everyone 

feels about it, but I feel relatively safe on campus being a queer artist. 
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AAW: Yeah. I also wanted to ask you about the art that you do through the Qube and if you 

have, like any like inspiration for that. I like like the hot cocoa posters and like all the different 

ones you've done for like the intersectionality and different events. 

LH: Yeah, so I don't know if I have any like specific artists for inspiration. Usually, usually 

when I'm thinking up those designs, I'll go on Pinterest and I’ll like, you know, look for trendy 

design ideas or maybe like with the hot cocoa one you had mentioned, you- you're talking about 

the one that like was all smoke? 

AAW: Yeah. Yeah, that one was cool. 

LH: That one I just kind of like, I had time before work so I was just like sitting and thinking of 

something cool I could do because like I could just draw a hot chocolate cup but that's boring, so 

I made the smoke into something cool so sometimes it's a little more original than going on 

Pinterest but yeah, I- I mostly, mostly get my ideas from the internet or maybe things I've seen 

before, or just like vibes. 
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AAW: Yeah, so what's the design process like for you? What media do you like to use? 

LH: Well, like for my work primarily I use like digital media. I- obviously, Adobe Suite so like 

Photoshop, Illustrator but actually for a lot of the Qube designs I've used Procreate mostly 

because I really like illustrating, so I like to incorporat- incorporate that into my design and 

illustration is so much easier on like a platform like Procreate rather than Illustrator, which is 

funny. 

AAW: Yeah, thank you so much. 

LH: Mhm. [pause] Cool. Is that it? 

AAW: Yeah. There. I just had to find the stop- [recording ends] 
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