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REMINISCENCE LUNCHEDON
DWIGHT AGNEW

Reminiscence talk given by Dwight Agnew on November 12, 1987 at
Memorial Student Center, University of Wisconsin-Stout. The talk
was part of the Reminiscence Luncheon Series which was sponsored
by the English Department and funded by the Stout Foundation. The
taik focuses on the Stout presidency of Verne . Fryklund and
includes Stout’'s Mission in teacher education, industrial
technology program, storm of 1949, “old guard" faculty, stories
about Fryklund, and the Parmer Case.

1 reel-to-reel master recording (A.R.LC. Tape Master 101).

CASSETTE 1, SIiDE 1, 30 MINUTES

00:00 Introduction by Dick Gardner
00245 Stout' s Mission in Teacher Educatimn

States the focus of talk will be on the Fryklund
administration. In the 1930's, the normal schools moved
away Trom teacher education and expanded into other
areas. Stout did not because Fryklund would not change
Stout’'s focus. Then, Agenw and others were disappointed
with Fryklund's stand. In retrospect it was probably
good judgement.

07:00 Industrial Technology Major

Industrial Technology signaled an emphasis away from
teacher education. Recalls when John Jarvis brought
industrial technology before the administration, and was
surprised at how fast it went through. Many majors came
from industrial technology that had nothing to do with
it, but had something to do with the new direction
industrial technology took.

08:00 HStorm of 1949

The storm in 1949 had stiraight winds clocked at 100 mph.
Some windows at Harvey Hall were blown in. The {flagpole
on campus was blown down. Bowman Tower, which was over
his office began to waiver.

10:40 Faculty Meetings

Room 29 in the basement of Harvey Hall was where they had
faculty meetings. Minnie Becker, President Fryklund’'s

csecretary took roll. President Fryklund would invariably
tell them not to walk on the grass and not to leave the
windows open. Remembers a meeting when Fryklund opened
a window and Dean Bowman got up to tell him be had opened
a window. ‘
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Retirement of the "0ld BGuard” Faculty

The 1950s saw the retirement of many of the "old guard"
faculty. Describes these faculty as skilled artisans.
Mentions "Pappy" Keith, “"Hands off" Hanson, and Cooper
Milnes. These men were not necessarily hired because of
their education. Jesse Ray was a bricklayer. He was hired
hecause he knew how to lay bricks. President Fryklund was
fond of the phrase “"know how'. '

The Parmers

Charles and Mrs. Parmer were hired in 1949. Describes
Charles Parmer as a likeable fellow Agnew got along with
well in the early vears., Mr. Parmer was in the Social
Sciences department, Mrs. Parmer taught childhood
education. After they had been here about five vyears they
went to Germany to study,. When they came back, Mr. Parmer
took his old job back, but while they were gone Mrs.
Parmer’'s old job had been given to someone else. This is
when the trouble began. Under the tenure rules of that
time she feli she was guaranteed a job when she returned.
THe Dean of Home Economics and the President saild she did
not have a job. She took her case to the Boerd of Regents
and won. When promotions came around and the Parmers
did not get promoted, they felt discriminated against and
they fought it. The faculty was unsure which side they
should be on. When the Parmers did not get support from
the faculty they went to the Governor, the Board of
Regents, representatives in legislature, the Association
of Wisconsin State Faculty, WAUP, and the civil liberties
UNion. The FParmers began o attack the faculty
individually. There was no evidence to connect the
Parmers to certain threatening and offensive postcards.
Postal authorities were called in and tests were made on
typewriters around campus. A postcard was traced to Mr.
Agnew’ s office typewriter. The Parmers denied sending the
cards. The meanest postcard was sent to President
Fryklund. Agnew read a letter written to Bovernor Nelson.
Talks about the accusation that President Fryklund made
a pass at Mrs. Parmer and the hearing that ensued. 1t was
a case where both sides were bad. It got to the point
that the tenured faculty signed a petition asking to
dismiss the Parmers and bought it to the chairman of the
Hoard of Regents.

End of cassette 1, side 1

Cassette 1, Side 2. 13 minutes

00:=200

The Parmers aftiter dismissal

After the Parmers were dismissed some time passed and
they had not turned in their keys. Dean Jarvis and Agnew
were asked to go get the keys. The Parmers lived in an
apartment above what used to be a grocery store on 7th
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street and 11lth avenue. There had been a rumor on campus
that Mr. Parmer had asked someone to saw off a shotgun,
so they approached with some trepidation.

Ouestions

Talks about Mr. Parmer s death. Discussion of Mr. Parmers
teaching and counselling technigues. Students apparently
set up a fund for the defence of the Parmers at the bank.

A general discussion about President Fryklund begins.

End of cassette 1, side 2
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