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INTERVIEW WITH
ED AND MINA GOLD

Tape recorded interviews of Ed and Nina {(Speed) Gold conducted by
Emily Will in their home during September and October of 1983. Ed
Gold taught chemistry at Stout. The Gold family was wvery much
involved in political activism. The interview focuses on that
political activism and includes discussion on Ed's and Nina ' =
respective childhoods, Nina’'s trip to the Scouth disguised as a mann ,
political activism in Ed' s family including his father's
involvement with labor wunions and the American Sorcialist Party,
student and ealting cooperatives in Madison, Ed s decision to be a
conscientious objector during WWII, Ed' s job at National Pressure
LCooker (now Presto Industries) as Chief Chemist and his involvement
with tefion frying pans and other new developments in cookware,
Ed's subseguent departure from Presto after the company  became
involved in manufacturing weapons, Nina s proposal of a Peace Corps
to Henry Rice (who later introduced a bill to establish a Peare
Lorps), wnvelvement in the peace movement, the protests during the
Mational Democratic Convention at Chicago in 1968, Senator Joe
Moclarthy and Meolarthyism, the Sylvers and Faler Case at UW~-Stout,
ROTE and Stouwt, and miscellansous topics.

3 regl-to-reel master recordings (A.R.C. Tape Master 89).

QC=00 INTRODUCTION
0100 ED'S EARLY LIFE

Borm and grew up in Milwaukee, lived there for 16 vears,
His parents had both immigrated to the United States from
the Russian Ukraine when they were 18 in about 1909. He
left for college in Madison when he was 16. He held jobs
at restaurants to eat and & job to have a room. He was
able to borrow money to pay his tuition and lab fees.
Tells his impression of college life in the Depression

Sra.
10:205 ED TELLS HIS DISLIKES OF QUR MODERN CONSUMER AGE
11:40 HW HE GOT INTD CHEMISTRY

Since he was in high school he knew he wanted to be a
physician or a chemist.

12:40 NINA'S BACKGROUND

She was raised in the village of Vesper, WI. Describes
it as an interesting village with many first generation
immigrants from all over Europe. Her father was the train
depot agent. She went to a3 two room school. Tells about
her schooling. Tells about a Jewish man who loaned her
pooks to read. Talks about her efforts to read books in
high school. Describes her family as desperately poor,




23:30

27205

Tape 8%—-—-Page 2

even though the word “"poor"” was never used during her
upbringing. Talks about the lives of her family and
fellow villagers. Her parents were English and Scotbttish.
Both parents were interested in education. Home was guiet
because they were usually busy.

EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

She applied for a scholarship at Layvton Art School in
Milwaukee, and received a partial scholarship. She moverd
to Milwaukee and lived with her brother in a building
that housed students and vagrants.

End of Cassette 1, Side 1

Cassette 1, Side 2, 30 minutes

00:00

10:50

12325

27235

MINA'S TRIF TO THE SOUTH

She hnitchhiked with her brother to Jackson, Mississippi.
Her brother cut her halr so she could pass for a male.
She discusses her travels. She became aware of injustice
with regard to race relations. She describes her
interaction with towns people and Blacks.

WORK WITH THE WPA ARTISTS PROJECT

Describes WPA artists work that she did. SHe worked on
a book of animals for grade school children.

THE CO-0P MOVEMENT

They were both interested in the co—op movement. Student
CO-Ops were a new idea at the time. Ed tells about
starting a co-op and the opposition they faced from the
university, The twelve students who started the co-op
were of diftferent nationalities and religions. Theres were
two distinguished members of these twelve students. Une
became the Undersecretary of the Department of
fAgricul ture, another became the chief economist of the
AFL-0I0. Ed and Nina go on to talk about people they knew
who were involved in the co-op movement. Ed tells about
a co—op he started in a section of the dorm and the
gexperience of dealing with university and Residence Hall
administration. Tells about a student who was selected as
the "head fellow” of their co-op in the dorm who
eventually became head of the residence halls fTor the
entire UW System. The name of the dorm where the co-op
started was Kronsage(?) Hall., Ed tells a story about the
next vear when they went to the bank to ask for a $125
loan to buy equipment for the co-op house. Talks about
the finances of the co-op house and how the attitudes of
the members made 1t successful. Talks about shoveling
coal for the house.

HOW ED AND NINA MET
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A friend took Nina to the bGreen Lantern Co-op for lunch
and Nina was introduced to most of the men fTrom the
Rosedale Co-op including Ed. She was invited on a bicvoie
trip with co—op members. Nina had a bicvcole accident at
the beginning of the trip. Ed took her to the University
Hospital. Nimna had & concussion and was unconscious for
three davs.

End of Cassette 1, Side 2

Cassebtte 2, Side 1, 29 minutes
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HOW ED AND NINA MET (CONTINUED)

Ed was able to see Nina after she regained consciousness
because he worked in the hospital. Ed proposed within
seven weeks after Nina' s accident. They were marvied
about a month later in Nina' s cooperative.

LIFE AFTER MARRIAGE

Ed describes where they lived and where he worked after
they were marvied.

HOW ED BECAME INTERESTED IN SOCIAL CONCERNS

Describes his fathers concern about the welfare of
mankind which influenced him. Tells about the kind of
work his father did as a barrel maker. His father also
ran a small shop that went out of business at the onset
of the Depression. His father had insisted on paying the
caunty back all of the money his family received while
they were on county welfare.

FOATHER S INVOLVMENT IN UNIDNS

Discusses unions and his father s involvment in starting
& Union.

POLITIOCAL VIEWS OF EDS FATHER

Hiz father Joined the American Scocialist Party in
Milwaukee. Describes his father s view of labor and the
Soviet Union. Ed describes his fTamily environment as
politically active.

THOUGHTS ABOUT STARTING THE CO-0OP

Talks about his thoughts and feelings about starting the
CO-QR.

WORLD WAR 11 DRAFT

Ed had decided that killing was not something he could
do. He registered as a Conscientious Objector. At the
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dratt board they laughed out loud at him. Tells a story
about his eve examination.

End of Cassette 2, Bide 1

CASSETTE 2, SIDE 2, 29 MINUTEDS
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BECOMING A& CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR

Talks about difficulties iIn Dbeing a conscientious
objector in an environment where the vast majority were
patriotic and in  support  of the war. He makes
comparisons between being a conscientious objector during
WWII to being one during the Vietnam War.

HIS EMPLOYFENT HISTORY

They moved to Eau Claire in 1942 where he worked at the
Dried Egg and Milk Corporation for two or thres vears.
He then worked at National Pressure Cooker as their Chief
Chemist for 23 vears. After that, he came to Stout to
teach chemisty.

HIS WORK AT PHRESTO AND TEFLON FRYING PANS

Tells how he used teflion on a fryving pan. He took 1t
home and used 1t and then circulated it around to upper
management and they were enthusiastic about the idesa.

He got his first taste of buresucracy when upber
management at Presto rejected the idea after a great deal
of time because Dupont would not approve teflon’'s use in
contact with food. For four or five vyears, the only
teflon frying pan was in the Gold’' s home. Around 1955,
Italian and French pan makers exported teflon pans to the
U.8. in mass guantities. Dupont gave the 0K within threse
weeks ., Gives some details about making the teflon pan.

TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENTS AT PRESTO

Describes  problems Presto was having with the large

amount of rework on aluminum castings. He worked on a
creating a better aluminum alloy for making aluminum
Dans. Eventually he came up with XA~382 which was an

aluminum alloy that was the most suitable alloy Tor
aluminum cookware. XA-382 became the national standard
for aluminum cobkware.

HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AND WORK AT PRESTO

He describes his duties and responsibilities as Chief
Chemist at Presto in detail. Mentions the first pressure
sauce pan. He wrote the cookbook for this first
SAUCEPAN . Tells how he evaluated his cooking
instructions. ‘




28210

292D

Tape B%——Page 3

OWNERSHIP CHANGES AT PRESTO

Tells what happened when the owner died and his widow
wanted to liguidate the factory.

End of Cassette 2, Side 2

CASSETTE 3, SIDE 1, 29 MINUTES
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OWNERSHIP CHANGES AT PRESTO (continued)

The Philiips brothers, two local businsssmen, bought the
factory. Lou FPhillips ran the factory. Talks about the
different divisions of the company. Tells how he
suggested the company change its name from MNMational
Pressure Cooker to Presto Industries. He talks about the
pressure sauducepan through World War 11 and after.

CHEMISTRY DEPARTHMENT AT PRESTO

He started with two or three emplovees in his department
and eventually had ten or twelve.

HUMIDIFIER TREATMENT SOLLITION HE DEVELOPED

Tells how h2 developed a humidifier ftreatment solution
andg went to Washington D.C. to see 1T it could be
approved by the Deparitment of Agriculture.

TRIFP TO WASHINGTON D.C. AND MEETING WITH SENATOR WILEY

Tells about his meeting with Alexander Wiley, Senator
from Wisconsin, Tells how he had an indirect effect on
Senator Wiley s support for a disarmament and arms
control bill. Bold also suggested that Wiley support a
Department of Peace bDill.

NINA'D SUGBESTS THE PEALCE CORPS A5 AN IDEA TO HENRY RICE
Discusses the iﬂtrwdﬁatimm of a bill to establish the
Feace Corp in 19460 by Henry Rice and credits Nina with
planting the idea in his mind during a meeseting wiih him

in 1956,

End of Lassette 3y, Side 1

CASSETTE 3, SIDE 2., 29 MINUTES
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His CONFLICT WITH PRESTO

Durang the Korean War, Presto bid to establish =
munitions plant. They got the bid and built %0 & 105 mm
shells. By this time, Presto haed fTaciories in Texas,
Lalifornia, Mississippi, and bNew Mexico. Gold did not
want to be emploved by a compeny that made weapons. Hea
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took a teaching Job at Eau Claire taking about a 3504 cut
i pay fTrom what he had been receiving at Fresto. His
famlily supported his decision.

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE GDLD CHILDREN

Describes his four children and talks about their
political activities. Tells how his daughter and son-—
in—law went to the March on Washington to protest the

Vietrnam War.

End of Cassette 3, Side 2

CASSETTE 4, SIDE 1, 30 MINUTES
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PEALCE MOVEMENT ACTIVITIES OF ED AMD NINA GOLD

Ed and Nina discuss their peace movement activities over
the years since World War I1. Nina discusses the
religicus foundations of her pacifist beliefs.

ORIGING OF THE PEOACE MOVEMENT

MNina and Ed discuss the origins of the peace movement.
Ed talks about the religious conflicts around the world.
Nina notes the American peace movement began during World

War II. Both talik about groups of pacifists.

End ot Cassette 4, Side 1

CASBETTE 4, SIDE 2., 30 MINUTES
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dHE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Ed talks about the Black s struggle for civil rights and
what it means for world peace.

THE DEMOCRATIC NATIUONAL COMVENTION IN CHICABGO, 1968

Ed and Nina recall specific events they were involved in
or witnessed, including the protests at the Democratic
Mational Convention in Chicago, 19468.

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE GOLD CHILDREN

Nina tells about some of the demonstrations and political
activities that the Gold children have been involved in.

INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE

Ed and Nina telk about special influential people they
have known over the vears.

McCORTHYISM

Ed talks about the bhistory of McCarthyism and Wisconsin
Senator Joe McCarthy. He discusses Mclarthy' s tactics.
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Discusses some bad effects of McCarthyism including red-
hunting among the teaching profession.

End of Cassette 2, Hide 2

CABSETTE 5, SIDE 1. 28 MINUTES
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McCARTHYISM {continued)

£d and Nina talk more about McCarthy s tactics and their
involvement in the "Hecall McCarthy " movement in
Wisconsin.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNIDN

Ed tells what the ACLU did to combat McCarthy. He
discusses the Tunction of the ACLY as defenders of the
U.8. Constitution. Talks about the ACLU defending the
Ku Klux Klan.

BYLVERE AND FALER CABE AT STOUT AND ACLYU INVOLVEMENT

Ed tells of his inveolvement with the Svlvers and Faler
case at Stout through the local aACLU chapter.

End of Cassette 5, Bide 1

CASSETTE 5, SIDE 2, 26 MINUTES
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ROTC AT STOUT

Ed talks about the ROTC controversy mnationwide. He tells
about a group of Stout faculty who searched for studies
which looked at what happened to universities who decided
to support ROTL chapters. Ed talks about the situation
at Stout when ROTC was voted down. Tells his perception
of what happened. Tells how River Falls aveoided ROTC.

DRAFT AND CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR WORK DURING VIETNAM WAR

Ed and Mina worked as a team in counseling and advising
students and other young men on their feelings regarding
the draft and becoming conscientious objectors. Ed and
Nina made 1t known to counseling agencies and teachers
that they were avallable to do such work and young men
were referred and came to their home. The purpose was
not to talk the voung men into anyithing, but to clarify
their own feelings and provide them with needed
nformation on their rights and the drafit regulations.
Ed and Nina spent considerable time keeping abreast of

these regulations which changed almost weekly. Talks
about a group of vyoung people who came up from Milwaukee
for counseling. Ed estimates that at least 50 or &0

Stout students got deferments. Mentions that when the
draft ended, that about 2 dozen Stout students dropped
out of school immediately since they were in school only
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to avoid the draft.

23230 End of Cassette 5, Tape 2

fibstracted by David Marsh
May 19%0




