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Interview Session (July 14, 2010): Digital File

Part 1

00:00:00-4  [Interviewer’s introduction] Wednesday, July 14, 2010, UW Milwaukee campus

00:00:36-6  [Biography] Interviewer: Can you give me a short biography? Lightner: I was born in 1939 in Akron, Ohio, came to Madison to go to graduate school in English literature. I became an activist when Rev. Wayne Dillabaugh tried to repeal city's equal opportunities ordinance. People in elected office like Jim Yeadon discouraged activism against Dillabaugh. Activists started establishing contacts, most importantly with Jim Wright, head of the City of Madison Equal Opportunities Commission. Local networks with TV, print, radio media, with clergy - there was a gay clergy conference - and various groups. I was particularly interested in women's groups. Contact with Wisconsin Women's Network was essential in passing the consenting adults bill. Other contacts were the Women's Political Caucus and Eunice Edgar, executive director of the ACLU Wisconsin chapter. The local ordinance was saved. 

 00:03:00-9   At the same time, Rep. David Clarenbach had been introducing consenting adults legislation, which decrimininalized private, consensual sex between adults. It did not get anywhere. Activists testified at the hearings, and enjoyed it, but it wasn't very successful. I did not testify, but just listened. Then, the civil rights bill prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation was added to the anti-discrimination law already on the books. 

 00:04:39-6  [Madison’s local gay rights ordinance] Interviewer: Can you remember how Madison's local gay rights ordinance was passed? Lightner: No. Jim Yeadon would be a person to contact about that. Jim Wright has died. Dick Wagner. "But I would definitely supplement anything Dick Wagner tells you, because there is a very small, self-satisfied group that tries to cast things in a certain way, and Dick Wagner is one of those people. He's very progressive. I have no problem with his politics." Paul Soglin was mayor. He'd probably be the prime contact. 

 00:06:10-5  Interviewer: Can you remember if there was a lot of debate about the local ordinance at the time? Lightner: I don’t think there was. I was in graduate school and "head in the clouds" in English Lit. 

 00:06:37-3  [Organization of gay community in Madison] Interviewer: How organized was Madison's gay community in the 1970s before the repeal effort? Or was that before you became active? Lightner: That was before I became active. But Madison was not really organized. When the repeal effort came up, there was a great deal going on to organize Madison. Most people were not out. Dick Wagner wasn't out. David Clarenbach was not out. He wasn't even out to his mother until the time she died. 

 00:07:21-5  Interviewer: How do you know? Lightner: He said it. And because his mother and I were very close. We worked in the Wisconsin Women's Network. We founded the Wisconsin Women's Network. I was one of the founders. She used to keep telling me that she hoped David would meet a young lady some time. I think she knew, but he and she had not discussed it. 

 00:07:50-6   Interviewer: And when did she die? Lightner: After the civil rights bill passed. Kathleen Nichols was not out. And then there were a couple of other people who I can't name because they never came out publicly to my knowledge. Except for Leon Rouse, people were pretty good about not outing other people at that time in Madison. There were bars, but there was no sense of organizing. Later, the bars were used for organizing for the consenting adults and civil rights bills, with the help of Rodney Scheel, who Dick Wagner's history totally misses. Rodney Scheel was the owner of a gay bar and his bars were absolutely wild as far as men were concerned, and women did not want to go there. He brought the party-hardy boys into the effort to save the ordinance. He almost solely was responsible for that through MAGIC, the Madison Area Gay Interim Committee. 

 00:10:25-9  [Dillabaugh and Pritchard’s repeal effort] Interviewer: When Dillabaugh and Pritchard mounted the repeal effort, were they pretty much fighting for themselves, or did they have a large, organized group behind them? Lightner: They did not have a large, organized group, and when the issue came before city coucil, there wasn't very much in the way of organization. The Rev. Wayne Dillabaugh was a member of the Posse Comitatus. That's really bad news. Like, "Jews kill people to steal their body parts to use them because they're an inferior race," kind of. It's beyond fringe. The Posse Comitatus had a foothold in northern Wisconsin. I mention that because someone from WORT listener-sponsored radio infiltrated a Posse Comitatus meeting and taped the part about stealing body parts. Dillabaugh had a conference for something and Decency, which we infiltrated. Later, Dillabaugh had Parachutes for Decency. People were going to jump out of airplanes into the church parking lot to repeal the ordinance. Hardly anybody showed up. 

 00:13:18-6   [Rev. Richard Pritchard:] Pritchard was with a mainstream church that ultimately dismissed him for financial reasons. He was not evangelical. He had a very good reputation from being involved in the southern civil rights movement. He had ridden the freedom train. For a while, he had some credibility, but that was beginning to wear away at this point. He was comparing homosexuals to lepers who had an undercover, but contagious disease, which of course was an insult to both gays and people with leprosy. He was pretty much on his own in his effort to repeal the local ordinance. I think neither Pritchard nor Dillabaugh knew how to organize. 

 00:16:42-4   [Clergy] Interviewer: In my research so far, what really struck me was how some clergy were on the forefront of organizing. For instance, a clergy coalition held a clergy conference to discuss gay issues. That was really in the beginning of The United. Did The United take part in this? Lightner: No. We were asked to take backrow seats by them and by the West Side Coalition. With the repeal of the ordinance, there were some clergy who wanted to discuss the impact of the ordinance. We were asked not to attend and we did not, so I don't know what went on there. But I know that out of there we developed a clergy network within Madison that was very helpful in contacting the Council and in giving the issue the authority of mainstream churches. 

 00:18:35-2   Interviewer: Why did they take up this issue? Lightner: I can't remember. St Frances church right near campus is very progressive. I knew them from Gay Sisters, who met in the basement there way, way back. The minister there was wonderful. And then Art Lloyd, was somebody I knew through the Wisconsin Community Fund, which raised money for progressive organizations. And Vernon Foster was very active. Somehow, there was a meeting of the clergy just because of this. Out of this, clergy expressed concern and started the Gay Clergy Conference. It was about gays, we were not invited to give our opinions. Go to St Frances, and try to get a hold of Art Lloyd. 

00:22:17-4  [West Side Coalition] One other group that met to save the ordinances and did not want lesbian and gay involvement was the West Side Coalition and Midge Miller, state representative. And Ed Durkin, fire chief, he was very progressive. And various other heterosexuals. And Claire Fullenweider, who was not out at the time but is out now. They were going to meet without us. We found out about it, so I went, being the executive director of The United at the time. In those days, you could lobby for civil rights legislation, and still be a tax-exempt organization. I went to this, and sat there quietly, and it was quite clear that they wanted to save the ordinance. And they were people of some clout, so I expect that they had some influence in saving the ordinance. 

 00:24:14-0  Interviewer: Is Ed Durkin still alive? Lightner: I don't know. He had an administrative assistant who ran the entire fire department in terms of logistics and books and all that sort of stuff, and he was so good. And Durkin said, "And I found out he was gay, and that's when I changed my mind, and gays are okay." But he could not say it publicly. When he was elected fire chief, there was a huge hullabaloo. But he won. I think Durkin was part of the West Side Coalition.

 00:25:31-0   Interviewer: Do you know how long they were around? Lightner: They just had one meeting. Coalitions in Madison last about thirty seconds. 

 00:26:39-5   [The United’s structure] Interviewer: But The United was around for a long time. You've talked about The United extensively in your interview with Scott Seyforth. You described the structure of The United, and there was something I just did not understand. You claim that first, there was a Steering Committee, in which everyone could contribute to the agenda, and decisions were by consensus. And that later on, The United had a Board of Directors instead of a Steering Committee because funding was only available with a Board of Directors. So were decisions still consensus-based with the board of directors? Lightner: No, they weren't. I think I was called coordinator, not executive director. The board laid out policies, and then within those policies, I took action. 

 00:28:04-3  [Lightner’s job as The United’s coordinator] Interviewer: How did you do that? Lightner: Here you have a list, because I figured that would come up. The first thing on the consenting adults legislation [interviewer's note: Lightner first said civil rights legislation, but corrected herself during the interview]was to get the legislation away from David Clarenbach and to Senator Carl Thompson and his Human Services Committee. And I had to do this, I had to go to David and tell him, we're going to go through the Senate first, not the Assembly. 

00:28:49-9   Interviewer: And you're talking about the civil rights bill, and not the consenting adults bill? Lightner: The civil rights bill. Yes. Wait a minute. Yes, it was the civil rights bill. Because Clarenbach came back in on it later. [Continues her duties as coordinator:] Establish reliable contacts, TV, radio, print media. Develop statewide contacts with organizations. Accept speaking stipends at all the UW branches around the state. Work in the bars. We would have people sign petitions and slips to register in support. In Madison, we did panels in the churches and in UW Madison classrooms. The Wisconsin Lesbian and Gay Network was in Stevens Point, and they worked with students there. Development of clergy contacts. Support and activism of the party-hardy crowd. That's what I was talking about with MAGIC and Rodney Scheel. He would have a huge picnic where you would pay five dollars and could drink as much beer as you wanted. And although they were a time when drag queens could show themselves, there was also an area of political organizing. And I think David Clarenbach even gave a speech at one of the MAGIC picnics once. With Rodney, who was part of the party-hardy crowd, and part of the gay men's bar crowd, many gay men became a little bit politicized for the first time in their lives. They would sign petitions and that sort of thing. UW Madison had this thing called ETN, Educational Telephone Network. And you'll have to find out what that was about, but people would subscribe to it by telephone, and I was asked to do various performances on that. 

00:32:32-5   Interviewer: So it would be like a radio program? Lightner: I guess so. But by telephone. And then I worked with labor contacts. And these I had developed ... I forgot something in my biography. After being in English Literature, the very progressive Warren Supreme Court inspired me to go to Law School. To support myself while I was in law school, I worked at a liberal public interest law firm, the Center for Public Representation. I was the person behind the Equality of Persons project. Through that, I made a lot of labor contacts with the women's movement in Madison. Those contacts we were then also able to use in the civil rights legislation and consenting adults legislation. You know, I think it was Consenting Adults that we had to get away from Clarenbach. 

00:35:18-8   [State-wide organizations] Interviewer: You just mentioned that you made state-wide contacts with other organizations. What were these organizations and where were they? Lightner: There was the Wisconsin Lesbian and Gay Network and that was state-wide, but the coordinator was out of Stevens Point. The Wisconsin ACLU. AFSCME, that was the labor. The state Equal Rights Division. 

 00:36:33-5   Interviewer: What was that? Lightner: That enforced the anti-discrimination law among other things, and came in and supported the civil rights bill. I worked with the head of the Equal Rights division, a marvelous woman, but I can't think of her name. We developed an employment brochure about the anti-discrimination law. Leon Rouse was the one who got almost all the churches. There was the Committee for Fundamental Judeo-Christian Human Rights.

00:38:02-0  [Leon Rouse and the Committee for Fundamental Judeo-Christian Human Rights] Interviewer: Was it just him or were there other people involved? Lightner: No, there were definitely other people there. We all wondered how Leon became a part of it. 

00:38:12-5  Interviewer: Who was Leon? Lightner: Leon Rouse was a gay man who wanted to pass consenting adults and civil rights legislation. And he went to Alyn Hess, who was active in Milwaukee, and said, I want to talk to Archbishop Rembert Weakland. Should I, and what do I say? And Alyn said, of course you should. He was a real community organizer. He mentored people, and he did a lot himself, too. If people had things they wanted to do, he mentored them in how to do them. So he did this with Leon, and Leon went to Weakland. He explained to Leon that he could not support sexual activity, but he could support the civil rights bill. So he sent a pastoral letter around. Weakland later resigned because in his biography he explained that he had had a gay relationship. But he stayed tremendously popular in Milwaukee. See Leon basically brought Weakland in on this. He just worked indefatigably. He contacted various members of the clergy and various churches. It was primarily Leon who brought the churches in on this. That's something that I forgot to say when we were talking about Clarenbach: One of the reasons why we wanted to take the bill away from Clarenbach was that he never followed through on anything. He just introduced bill after bill after bill, and didn't work it through. And Leon did that work for him with the religious community. 

00:41:03-8   Interviewer: How did he get in touch with Archbishop Weakland? Lightner: He just called and made an appointment. He also lobbied senators. However, Leon sometimes went a bit overboard. He was stopped from having a fistfight with one of the legislators in the hall. And I did not know this personally, but according to one of the smug, self-satisfied inner-circle said that he threatened to out people if they would not vote for the bill. I personally don't know that. I was told. I was told that he had to be stopped from having a fistfight by Dan Curd, who was then Clarenbach's assistant. 

00:42:09-7  Interviewer: Do you know who he was about to have the fistfight with? Lightner: At that point, Curd wasn't into anything other than letting out stuff that made David look good. That's why I have to say, I don't know this. But I do know that Leon had a roommate from out of the country who was gay, and I got a phone call from Eunice Edgar, head of Wisconsin ACLU, asking me to help. Leon had threatened to report his roommate to immigration service after an argument, which meant immediate deportation. So I would believe that Leon was capable of doing these things that I heard. I do know that if it had not been for him, neither consenting adults not civil rights would have passed. 

00:43:24-4  [Political strategies within the gay and lesbian community] Interviewer: That's what David Clarenbach said, too. In your interview with Scott Seyforth, you said that The United's way of doing politics was very politicized in contrast to other groups that advocated a more quiet approach, and you've mentioned the West Side Coalition. What were the strategies that were debated within the gay community, and who held what positions? I guess you've talked about this already. Lightner: There were the quietists who said, "Let us handle it. We can do it and you shouldn't." And then there were the people who were activists, and confrontational. And Alyn Hess from Milwaukee was one of the more confrontational activists. The United was confrontational, but not in a confrontational way. It would bring issues up, and would ask that they be addressed, or would point out hypocrisies, but would not call them hypocrisies, whereas the confrontationalists would. The quietists were members of both the straight and the lesbian and gay community. 

00:45:46-0  [Relationship between David Clarenbach and the gay and lesbian community] Interviewer: Let's talk some more about the relationship of the gay and lesbian community and legislative politics, especially the relationship between David Clarenbach and the gay community. How do you remember the cooperation with David? Lightner: Early on, it was very good. The community was very supportive of him. And I personally was very supportive of him. But then when it came to the nitty-gritty of actually getting something through, I was publicly supportive of Clarenbach, but working to see that something got through. Until I talked to Scott Seyforth, I never spoke of how we took consenting adults away from David Clarenbach. Because there wasn't any need to let people know. There were some lesbians in particular that were not appreciative of what he had done, and who sort of mocked him for not being out to his mother, and for not developing contacts with the community. But he was by and large pretty popular. I think quite a bit of the women's community' support fell off when it was someone who was his neighbour reported having seen him making out with a woman. And then his marriage to a woman was announced just as he was getting into a hard political race, and then he was divorced after he lost the race, and I think that soured things. But publicly, I never said anything against Clarenbach. And when civil rights passed, I said in a public speech somewhere, "David, our hero." By that time he was shutting me out, he was shutting other people definitely out as well. I can remember on one occasion, when we got something passed, all of us, people on the county board and external organizers, got a civil rights law passed. And I was up there afterwards and I said, "We did it! Thank you!" And somebody said, "Yes. The Board did do a good job, didn't it." That was Dick Wagner. Earl Hathaway, who has died since of AIDS, was on the Equal Opportunities Commission. He and I used to argue ferociously. He came to me one day and said, "Barbara, I worked so hard on this, and nobody gives me any credit. They just shut me out." But by and large, David was very popular, and I'm not sure why he lost the race. It could be that things were beginning to be more conservative. He obviously knew; he got married. There was a big marriage flood among lesbians and gay men for a while. Quite a few of them got married who were in politics. 

00:50:58-9  Interviewer: So people in the gay community did not believe that David Clarenbach got married because he was in love, but saw it as a political move? Lightner: That's what people said. But David never told anybody that. I don't know. Did he speak about that to you? What did he say?

00:51:18-7  Interviewer: He said he fell in love. Lightner: Yeah. And of course his mother was pressuring him, "David's gonna meet a girl some time."
00:51:31-0  Interviewer: I think she was dead by that time. [Note: The interviewer is wrong here. Kathryn Clarenbach died in 1994.] Lightner: Oh, she was dead by then? Okay, erase that. But she did say that. I think the politically aware women thought that it had been a cynical move on his part. I have no idea if it was or not. I do know that there was a rash of marriages or shacking up with the opposite sex among lesbians and gays in the Democratic Party in Madison.

00:52:39-7  Interviewer: Because the climate was getting more conservative? Lightner: I have no idea. 

00:53:16-0  Interviewer: How did Clarenbach communicate his strategy in the legislature to the community? Did he tell about what he was planning to do and why he was doing this and that? Lightner: No. [Refers to an update from Clarenbach in the Gay Madison newspaper as the only communication that comes to her mind.]

00:54:22-9  Interviewer: But David was on the Board of Trustees of The United at some point. And you said that he came to a MAGIC picnic. Lightner:  He was on the Board of Trustees. We only formed the Board of Trustees for names. It did nothing. 

00:56:04-2  Interviewer: So the Board of Trustees didn't really have a function. They were there for the well-known names. Lightner: Yes. That was a fairly common thing in that day, and it probably still is. Clarenbach did speak at the MAGIC picnic. And there was a campus group called the Ten Percent Society, and he appeared there. But I don't think he talked about his strategy. He didn't sit down with me and strategized. And I don't think he did with anybody else. Because a lot of what had been organized for consenting adults was just passed on to the civil rights legislation, and he had not done any of that. And also, he was a very effective speaker. I don't believe he said much, but he was just very good, and he could rouse people.
 
00:58:32-1  Interviewer: When I met David last week and this week, he said that ever since he got elected to the Assembly, he was out to the legislature and to the press corps. He didn't make an announcement, but everyone knew that he was gay. Lightner: That could be. The woman I worked with in Senator Carl Thompson's office talked about how he tailed behind people tugging their coats, trying to get their attention. But that kind of treatment by other legislators could have been because he was gay. I don't know. But I tend not to think so. Because one of the really forceful people in the early days of consenting adults was a guy who was gay, but who wasn't out. He was an alcoholic, and he got caught by a policeman speeding. And he took down his pants and tried to seduce the officer and that was in the newspaper. So I don't think it was because of that. But there was an issue among certain people about respect for Clarenbach and what he did. What did he say about not being out to his mother? Did he say he was out to his mother?

01:00:28-9  Interviewer: He said he was out to family and friends. Ligthner: Well. His mother didn't think so. But this was also in the seventies and eighties and there weren't many people who were out. I probably wouldn't have been out. What did Clarenbach say about working with The United? Interviewer: He didn't say much about that. He stressed many times that many, many people worked on this bill, and that it was a success of many, many people. And he remembered The United, but he didn't go into great detail.
 
01:02:12-4  Interviewer: Earlier on, you said that at some point you decided you had to take the bill away from Clarenbach, the consenting adults bill. How did you do that? Lightner: This was not my decision alone. It was decided that I would go to him and I would say, we want to start in the Senate. That's how we took it away from him. He didn't disagree. I think he probably felt...he was pretty open with me for a while, and then he shut down. That was how it was done. And that was easy. 

01:03:33-6  [Introducing Consenting Adults as a request bill] Interviewer: And who came up with the idea of the request bill? Jennifer. I can't remember her last name, but she worked in Senator Thompson's office. A friend of mine also worked in Thompson's office, and she and Jennifer talked about it. Jennifer would be the key person to talk to. 

 01:04:33-4  Interviewer: I've asked you all my questions. Is there anything that you would like to add? Lightner: In this report that I gave you, there's Archbishop Weakland's statement on homosexuality and civil rights. [Quotes Weakland's statement.] And there's a quote from a letter from Senator Moody to me, about the importance of grassroots support for the bill. Senator Moody took the civil rights bill through the Senate. 

01:07:14-8  Interviewer: On page 14, there's a letter from Governor Dreyfus to you. Lightner: Dreyfus was a bizarre Republican. He wore this red vest, and he was full of pizazz. And he could find a reason for it in Republican philosophy, an individual's right to privacy. Dreyfus never told anybody how he was going to decide on a bill. He had indicated that affirmative action was a problem, so that was addressed. Dreyfus was a funny guy. 

 01:09:58-5  Interviewer: What did he [Moody] mean by grassroots action and support? Petitions? Lightner: When you read that article on consenting adults, Helen Casper, who was director of the Wisconsin Women's Network, identified two constituents in every legislative district who called their representative or senator and said, if you support this bill, we'll be there for you in your campaign. The Wisconsin Women's Network played a really key role. And then, grassroots organizing, getting the people involved. Educating people. We developed myth and fact sheets and question and answer sheets. And Clarenbach wasn't really very interested in that, but Senator Moody was. And he and I worked on those and sent them out to the legislators. We went to college campuses to get people aware and involved. The petitions were part of it. Bar-sitting and getting people to sign the petitions was part of it. 

01:11:56-6  Interviewer: Something that came up in my talk with David was how after the civil rights bill had passed both Assembly and Senate, the right-wing radio became aware of it and started a campaign against it. Do you have any recollections of that? Lightner: Yeah. And Lary  Swoboda, who was in the Assembly, was one of those people. And the Rawhide Boys Ranch issue came up, with the question of whether you can intrude you can intrude on somebody's religious freedom by telling them they can't discriminate. There was a campaign, but it didn't gain any ground. Somebody else has called Wisconsin a schizophrenic state. On the one hand, you have Joseph McCarthy, and on the other hand, you have Robert LaFollette, who was a Republican, but more progressive than most Democrats. 

01:15:48-6 Interviewer: How come Dillabaugh and Pritchard didn't make a fuss about the state law? Were they quieted after their local effort had failed? Lightner: It was sometime in there that Pritchard left his church. He just didn't even have a place to speak from. And Dillabaugh was jailed for something. But I can't exactly remember why. And the God and Decency rally hadn't been totally successful, and Parachutes for Christ was a total flop. The United joked that it would start Parachutes for Perversity. They just dribbled out of existence. I think both Pritchard and Dillabaugh got into trouble for reasons that had nothing to do with lesbian and gay civil rights or consenting adults. 

01:17:54-0  Interviewer: Who else would you recommend as interview partners to correct the 'elite history'? Who would be on the other side? Lightner: Leanna Ware, she was with the Equal Rights Division. Of course, this entire period was full of women's activism, and I think Dick Wagner does mention the National Lesbian Feminist Organization. They did a lot more than what he mentions. The people that I've given you were the only ones I know that were actually involved. I don't know where Helen Casper went. And Leon Rouse. 

01:21:26-6  Interviewer: If other names come to your mind, you can let me know. Lightner: Yes. I don't know everything that David said to you, so I don't know how distorted it is. If Dick Wagner's report is the opinion on things, and that's what David followed, I would say that he has a problem. 

01:22:00-5  Interviewer: I don't know if his story is distorted, it's just that he tells the legislative angle, because he was a legislator. And he cannot tell me how the community felt. He was not in the grassroots organizations. That's why I need to talk to people like you. Lightner: Who else was grassroots? Sandra Lipke. I don't know how to find her. She was with the Wisconsin Lesbian and Gay Network. 

Part 2

00:00:07-0  Lightner: One of the problems concerning activists is that many people have died. 

00:00:17-2  Interviewer: How about Milwaukee? There's Leon Rouse. There's Alyn Hess, who has died. Can you think of anyone else? Lightner: Well, I asked. Somebody who has been on the scene, mostly as a reporter and a journalist, Jamakaya. I asked her and she said, I didn't have anything to do with that, I don't know anything about it. I asked her, do you know where Leon Rouse is, and she said, no. I suppose you could try Julie Clemens. She founded the Lesbian Alliance for Metro Milwaukee. She and I are not friends, by the way. I was living in Madison at the time, so I knew the big efforts, but not about real grassroots in Milwaukee. Then there was some stuff in Fox Valley, but I didn't know any of these people. DeAnne Prior. I think she lives in Minneapolis. You can ask Julie Clemens on how to get a hold of her. She was the president of NOW at some point. Chris Roerden. She was president of Wisconsin NOW and she may have been involved. 

 Lightner:   00:04:56-1   Let me check Helen's assistant. I couldn't think of her name for a minute. I'll check that, and I'll get back to you. Claire Fullenweider. Interviewer: Yeah, you've mentioned her. Lightner: She was part of the East Side Coalition. She and I are friends of sorts. Be careful about mentioning that they told us to lay low. They did. I didn't even know Claire at the time. Interviewer: Was she also a local politician? Lightner: No. She was an activist. She was just sort of liberal. Mainly, she worked on energy issues in Madison. And then she got a job with WE energies. You know, big time polluter. You know, in that time, what you did was you got those people with different political commitments, and you'd bring them in to work for you. And she did that. She's now in Colorado, as the head of Good Government or some kind of organization. She's finally doing what she said she wanted to do. And she's very competent. So she might know about the West Side Coalition and the local ordinance. Jim Yeadon. Have you talked to him or been able to locate him? Interviewer: No. But I think there's an interview with him in the Oral History Archives. I'll look into that, and if there's nothing in there, I'll try and find him.  

 00:08:35-2  Interviewer: Anything else you want to say? Lightner: I don't think so. Just I think it's wonderful that you're taking this up. Interviewer: Thank you. Lightner: Oh. I don't even remember this. It's an article I wrote for Gay Madison. The Madison Equal Opportunities Commission. "The Moral Majority blankets Madison with letters condemning lesbians and gay men. Reverend Richard Pritchard and the Moral Majority oppose the Sexual Privacy bill." That's Consenting Adults. "Quietly and therefore more dangerously, a city task force considers a recommendation that jeopardizes the civil rights of lesbians and gay men in Madison." And this was not the attempt to repeal the ordinance. David did not speak at the MAGIC Picnic, it was Jim Wright, the executive director. Erase that. So the Moral Majority must have been sending letters to Madison. And then there's this Regulatory Review Task Force that sneaks in the back. And Leanna Ware would know about this because she was staff for the EOC for a while before she went to the state. I think this is the only copy I have. Why don't  I make a copy and I e-mail it to you. [Lightner continues quoting from the article.] 

00:11:18-6  Interviewer: So shall we stop here? Lightner: Yeah. Let's stop. Interviewer: Thank you so much. Lightner: Well thank you. 

Part 3

 00:00:00-0   Lightner: We were speaking of the passage of the civil rights bill. Ginny Apuzzo, who at that time was executive director of the National Gay Task Force, came to Wisconsin and spoke here. And she congratulated us on getting this bill through, but added, "Don't let gay pride become gay smug."

 00:00:38-0 Interviewer: What did she mean by that? Lightner: She meant, don't sit back and be so smug and proud of yourselves that you just drop the ball and don't do anything else. Now, the effort is domestic partnership, which we started back in the eighties. 



