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ABSTRACT 

 
Beecher Schools do not utilize GGNP services to enhance their EE 

curriculum. This research strived to understand why teachers in Beecher School 

Districts are not participating in services offered at GGNP and how can GGNP 

create programming that would appeal to teachers in Beecher Schools.  For that 

reason, this research focused on two questions:  1. What needs do Beecher 

School Districts teachers have for integrating Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve 

services and site into classroom curriculum?  2.  How can the Forest Preserve 

District of Will County (FPDWC) fulfill the needs of Beecher School teachers in 

order to increase their visitation to Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve?  In order 

to answer these questions, research was conducted with a written survey issued 

to 64 teachers in the Beecher School District.  Fourteen surveys were returned 

and analyzed.   Key topics identified from the results included EE topics teachers 

integrate in curriculum, EE topics teachers would like to integrate in curriculum, 

and needs/barriers to implement EE into their curriculum.  A plan of action was 

created based on the results.  These recommendations are: to identify current 

PCNC programs that meet the EE topic needs of teachers, to correlate PCNC 

programs to CCS, and to meet with the teachers to help create awareness of 

PCNC services for teachers.  In addition, a model was created to provide 

guidelines for future needs assessments.  The needs assessment was a useful 

tool for identifying the needs of teachers, gaps between FPDWC and Beecher 

School teachers, with hopes of initiating a partnership between the two 

organizations.    
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DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS/ABBREVIATIONS 

CCSS    Common Core State Standards 

EE    Environmental Education 

EE/I    Environmental Education/Interpretation 

FPDWC   Forest Preserve District of Will County 

GGNP Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve located in 

Beecher, Illinois operated by FPDWC. 

Needs Assessment Identifies needs between two groups, prioritizes the 

needs, and targets the resources to help fill the needs 

of the two groups 

PCNC    Plum Creek Nature Center located in GGNP 
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CHAPTER ONE:  INTRODUCTION 

Background/Statement of Problem 

The mission of Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC) is 

dedicated ‘to protecting, conserving, enhancing and promoting Will County’s 

natural heritage for the educational, recreational and environmental benefit of 

present and future generations” (www.reconnectwithnature.org).  To support its 

mission, FPDWC is home to six facilities, located in different preserves across 

Will County.  The facilities provide Environmental Education and Interpretation 

(EE/I) services including natural and cultural programs to thousands of school 

children every year, among other services and programs.  These facilities hosts 

hundreds of EE/I programs for grades kindergarten through 12th grade for Will 

County and outlying schools.   

Plum Creek Nature Center (PCNC), located in Goodenow Grove Nature 

Preserve (GGNP), is part of the village, Beecher in Illinois.  Beecher is in 

Washington Township, a rural community consisting of ~6000 residents over 45 

square miles and thousands of acres of prime farmland.   

PCNC is one of the six facilities operated by FPDWC.  This facility has 

been providing environmental education (EE) programs for school children since 

1983.  In the 2010-2011 school year, 50% of visiting schools and in 2009-2010, 

80% of visiting schools traveled 15 miles or more to GGNP (FPDWC 2009-2010, 

FPDWC 2010-2011).  PCNC delivered 383 programs to 4,367 students over the 

2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school years.  Only once did a school group from 

Beecher School District, the afterschool program Nature Center, use EE services 
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at GGNP (FPDWC 2009-2010, FPDWC 2010-2011).  Beecher Schools, although 

within close proximity to, do not utilize GGNP services to enhance their EE 

curriculum in the classroom.  However, they  do utilize a FPDWC site, Isle a la 

Cache Museum (ICM), which is over 60 miles roundtrip from the schools 

(FPDWC 2009-2010, FPDWC 2010-2011).  It is necessary to understand how to 

increase the use of GGNP programs by Beecher School District teachers and the 

reason the school utilizes ICM’s programs in FPDWC instead of GGNP’s 

programs.  For that reason, the following two questions were proposed:   

1.  What needs do Beecher School Districts teachers have for integrating 

GGNP services and site into classroom curriculum? 

2. How can the (FPDWC) fulfill the needs of Beecher School teachers in 

order to increase their visitation to GGNP? 

The main objectives of this assessment were to: 

 Understand the current EE practices of teachers in Beecher School 

District 

 Identify the needs of the teachers in Beecher School District schools 

and fill the gap between the teachers in Beecher School District and 

GGNP, with hopes of increasing their visits to GGNP 

 Create a partnership with Beecher School District teachers 

The needs assessment helped FPDWC understand the gaps between 

GGNP/PCNC and Beecher School District.  The results of the needs assessment 

was used to formulate a plan of action for FPDWC staff to follow and connect 

Beecher schools and teachers to services offered at GGNP and PCNC.    
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Without the needs assessment, Beecher Schools may not approach or seek the 

services at GGNP and PCNC for EE integration. Furthermore, the result of this 

partnership can be an example in the future for more partnerships with schools 

and FPDWC.   

Literature Review 

An education needs assessment identifies the needs of a particular group 

by systematically learning about a target audience’s interest and knowledge, the 

agency’s mission, capabilities of the agency and audience, and the significance 

of environmental conditions (Simmons, Easton, and Day-Miller 2009).   A needs 

assessment is an effective method for determining EE/I programs and services to 

meet audience needs (Flemming 2009).  More so, a needs assessment identifies 

needs between two groups, prioritizes the needs, and targets the resources to 

help fill the needs of the two groups.   

More and more organizations are conducting needs assessments to learn the 

culture of the schools they serve, the needs teachers have to meet before 

integrating EE in curriculum, and to build relationships with teachers (Nordine 

1995; Fortner and Corney 2002; Monroe 2002; Meichtry and Harrell 2002).   For 

example, a needs assessment was conducted in Phelps School District 

(Wisconsin) to create a plan of action that helped the teachers integrate EE in the 

classroom.   The Phelps School District needs assessment found that teachers 

today still have some of the same needs that teachers have struggled with for 

years.  Lack of preparation time, lack of EE instructional materials, and lack of 

EE knowledge are some of the barriers teachers are exposed to when integrating 
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EE.  The action plan helped guide the teachers through the barriers of integrating 

EE (Nordine 1995).   A similar needs assessment was conducted for teachers in 

Kentucky.  Northern Kentucky University staff was able to explore challenges of 

creating an EE center for schools and providing services for teachers and 

students alike.   It determined the teacher’s priority of EE programming and 

training needs (Meichtry and Harrell 2002).  The needs assessment serves as a 

model for other organizations conducting a needs assessment for EE purposes.  

Other organizations can model these case studies to find out how the 

organization can adapt to the schools EE culture, EE priorities, and curriculum.   

Both indoor and outdoor classrooms are effective in teaching EE concepts 

(Broussad et al 2001).   Due to barriers, such as lack of funding and planning 

time, some teachers prefer teaching EE material and would like more in-service 

workshops (Nordine 1995; Fortner and Corney 2002; Monroe 2002; Meichtry and 

Harrell 2002).  The majority of respondents in a Great Lakes region survey 

agreed that in-service workshops were their primary preference to learn how to 

teach about the Great Lakes in the classrooms (Fortner and Corney 2002).  

Once the teachers learned how to teach the material, they were able to 

effectively teach their students about EE topics.   

A needs assessment proves to be a valid source of identifying the gaps 

between two organizations.   Through a needs assessment, an organization is 

able to establish relationships with the teachers of a particular school district. 

Teachers prefer direct communication rather than communication that is passed 

through a regional office (Monroe 2002).  Establishing a direct line of 
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communication with a school district will help increase the development of 

relationships between the two organizations.  These relationships will help 

identify the teachers’ needs and schools needs to allow for open communication 

between both groups.    
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CHAPTER TWO: METHODS 

Study Area 

This study was conducted with teachers from the Beecher School District.  

Beecher School District was chosen because of its proximity to GGNP.  All 

Beecher schools are located approximately seven miles or fewer from GGNP.  

The past several years of reports from FPDWC show that the schools in Beecher 

do not utilize the services of GGNP (FPDWC 2008-2009; FPDWC 2009-2010; 

FPDWC 2010-2011).  This study examined why Beecher Schools do not utilize 

the services of GGNP when the services are free or low cost and a relatively 

short distance from the schools.  Furthermore, the needs of teachers in the 

school district were identified and used to create goals to incorporate GGNP’s 

services into teacher curriculum. 

A total of 64 teachers were targeted for this study.  Fifteen of the teachers 

are kindergarten-5th grade elementary teachers, 26 teachers are 6th-8th grade 

junior high school teachers and 23 of them are 9th-12th grade high school 

teachers.   

Written Survey 

In the spring and fall of 2012, a written survey consisting of 20 open and 

close ended questions was issued to teachers in the Beecher School District (N-

64).  The written survey was designed based upon other needs assessments in 

the EE field (Nordine 1995; Fortner and Corney 2002; Monroe 2002; Meichtry 

and Harrell 2002).   
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The focus of survey was to gain demographic information, current EE 

practices in the classroom, awareness of GGNP services, interest in GGNP 

programs, and teachers’ needs to integrate EE in classrooms.  This information 

helped identify the current culture and needs of the teachers.  
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CHAPTER THREE: RESULTS 

In April of 2012, a letter seeking approval to conduct the needs 

assessment (Appendix A) was e-mailed to the curriculum director of the high 

school.  After which, a phone call was made to the director.  At her request, the 

survey with a letter to the teachers (Appendix B) expressing the purpose of the 

survey and introducing PCNC/GGNP was printed and dropped off at the high 

school on April 30, 2012.  On May 15, 2012, 10 completed surveys from high 

school and junior high school teachers were picked up at the high school.    

The following fall, the Beecher Elementary School principal was emailed a 

letter of approval, (Appendix A) similar to the letter sent to the curriculum director, 

and a follow up phone call was made.  At this time, the principal requested that 

the surveys be dropped off. On Monday, September 23, 15 letters and surveys 

were dropped off at the school and on Tuesday, October 16, 4 completed 

surveys were picked up.  After receiving all completed surveys, the data were 

entered and analyzed in Survey Monkey.  Sixteen out of 64 teachers responded 

to the written survey (21.9%).  Four out of 15 elementary school teachers (26%), 

1 out of 26 junior high school teacher (3%), and 9 out of 23 high school teachers 

(39%) completed the survey.   

Objective 1: Understanding Current EE Practices of Teachers in Beecher School 

District 

The respondents had an average of 12.93 years of teaching.  Thirteen out 

of 14 teachers have 7 plus years teaching experience with the longest being 34 

years. The subjects taught by the respondents varied, however. Language Arts 
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(50%), Math (41.7%), Science (50%) and Social Studies (50%) were the most 

common subject areas taught by the respondents.  Other subject areas included 

Foreign Language, Reading, Special Education, and Health & Guidance.  

Although the teachers surveyed teach a wide array of subjects, all but one 

respondent reported teaching EE topics in their classroom curriculum.  When 

asked about EE topics that teachers incorporated into their classroom curriculum, 

the number one topic included human effects on the environment.  Ten out of 14 

respondents incorporated this topic into their curriculum (71.4%) (Figure 1).   

When asked about time spent teaching EE in the classroom, 9 teachers 

(64%) reported spending an average of 10 hours per school year teaching EE.  

Four teachers (35%) reported spending 1.5 hours a month teaching EE and one 

teacher responded that they did not teach EE.  Teachers reported the resources 

they use to create their EE curriculum and identified library/library books, 

movies/videos, and the internet services as resources they use most often. When 

asked why teachers utilized these resources, 12 teachers said because the 

resources were readily available (85.7%).  Other reasons included low/no cost 

(50%) and easy to use (57.1%).   

Twelve out of 14 (85.7%) respondents said that they do not use FPDWC 

services to integrate EE into their curriculum. When asked why, 41% responded 

that they did not know to how to fit FPDWC services into their curriculum and 

33% were unaware of FPDWC services for EE.  The remaining two respondents 

agreed that when they did use FPDWC services, the services greatly enhanced 

their EE curriculum. 
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Objective 2:  Identify the Needs of the Teachers in Beecher School District 

Schools. 

Teachers identified several EE topics that they would like to integrate into 

classroom curriculum.  Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, Human Effects on the 

Environment, Adaptations, and Habitat Loss/Disturbances were noted EE topics 

(Figure 2).   Interestingly, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle and Human Effects on the 

Environment were also selected as top topics that are already integrated in 

classroom curriculum (Figure 1).       

Teachers were also asked to rank their needs for EE services.   

Resources such as lesson plans and curriculum, loan kits or materials, guest 

speakers, and funding were listed as the top needs of teachers.  EE training and 

places to conduct outdoor learning were also included in the ranking.   Then, 

when asked about barriers to taking field trips to GGNP, teachers selected does 

not fit in with curriculum, limited number of field trips per school year, and did not 

know field trips existed at GGNP (Figure 3).  Funding was not mentioned as a 

barrier even though teachers mentioned it as a need for EE services.   

Teachers were next asked about their EE training needs.  Ten of the 13 

teachers responded with the need for alignment between Common Core State 

Standards and EE.  Two other needs mentioned were integration of EE into non-

science subjects and EE teaching strategies. 

Objective 3:  Create a Partnership with Beecher School District Teachers. 

One of the final questions regarded the future use of EE services offered 

at GGNP/PCNC.  Ten teachers replied that they were unsure that they would use 
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EE services, 3 teachers replied no, and 1 replied yes. When asked if they 

thought the EE services would be helpful in meeting curriculum and CCSS, 

teachers responded that they need more information on how to integrate FPDWC 

EE services into the curriculum of different subjects (e.g. arts, history, language 

arts) and CCSS.   In another question, teachers were asked about barriers to 

taking field trips to GGNP. Eight teachers selected that the field trips did not fit in 

with curriculum and 5 teachers did not know field trips existed at GGNP. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: DISCUSSION 

Implications 

One major implication of this needs assessment is that teachers are not 

aware of the EE services offered at GGNP/PCNC.  This may play a role in why 

they do not utilize the services and more so, why this survey did not have a 

higher response rate.  Another implication is that teachers need help integrating 

EE services into their curriculum and meeting the demands of state 

standards/CCSS while integrating EE.  Forty-one percent of the responding 

teachers reported that they do not know how to fit EE services into their 

curriculum and 33 % of teachers were unaware of the services.  Teachers also 

reported these issues as barriers to utilizing PCNC EE services.  A plan to create 

awareness of the EE services at GGNP/PCNC and how to integrate the services 

into classroom curriculum is needed through the Beecher School District.    

In the needs assessment, 10 of the respondents were unsure if they will use 

EE services in the future.  If done properly, a plan to create awareness of the 

services and tools to integrate EE services into classroom curriculum may help 

teacher’s desires to utilize the services at PCNC and overcome their uncertainty 

of using EE services at PCNC.     

Beecher teachers are spending on average 10 hours a school year teaching 

EE in their classroom.  This leaves opportunities for PCNC staff to assist 

teachers with their EE curriculum.  PCNC staff is able to fill gaps with the EE 

topics that teachers want to integrate into lesson plans (e.g. human effects on the 

environment, reduce, reuse and recycle, etc.) by offering EE trainings throughout 



15 
 

the school year and providing readily available, low cost, and easy to use 

resources for teachers to utilize.  The needs assessment gives FPDWC staff the 

ability to plan professional development opportunities for teachers that meet their 

needs (Meichtry and Harrell 2002).  Knowing both the needs for EE topics and 

trainings will help staff develop or adapt their current EE services to Beecher 

teachers.   

This needs assessment also serves as a model for future needs 

assessment in FPDWC and other like organizations (Table 1).  This process 

proves to be successful in creating partnerships and filling in gaps between non-

formal educators in EE organizations and EE educators in formal schools 

(Nordine 1995; Fortner and Corney 2002; Monroe 2002; Meichtry and Harrell 

2002).   

Limitations 

A limitation of this needs assessment is the low number of responses from 

the teachers.  Only 14 out of the 64 teachers in Beecher School District 

responded.  Although this could be for a number of reasons, it may be likely that 

a lack of awareness and knowledge of the services offered at GGNP/PCNC 

played a role in the low response rate (Meichtry and Harrell 2002).    
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Table 1.  Model for Future Needs Assessments 

Step Action 

METHODS 
 

a. 1. Identify potential partner with FPDWC 

b. 2. Identify gaps and goals for needs assessment 
 

c. 3. Establish relationship and gain approval with partner for needs assessment 
 

d. 4. Develop written survey based on objectives and goals of needs 
assessment and a letter of intent to survey respondents. 

e. 5. Seek approval of FPDWC management team 

DATA 
COLLECTION 

 

6. 6. After piloting written survey, administer survey/letter 

7. Collect responses 

7. 8. If necessary, schedule focus group sessions with respondents 

DATA 
ANALYSIS 

 

9. Review data and work on identifying needs of teachers 

10. Create actions goals based on needs 

11. Develop partnership by offering programs and services catered to needs 

 

Recommendation - Plan of Action 

The key action as a result of this needs assessment is for FPDWC staff to 

meet with the teachers in Beecher School District.  The initial contact will be 

made with the Beecher High School Curriculum Director and Principals of 

Beecher Elementary and Jr High Schools to request a meeting with the teachers 

at the schools.  This meeting will ideally take place at a teacher in-service day, 

the preferred method of teachers for trainings and meetings.  The meeting will 

include a presentation on PCNC EE services, how teachers can utilize the 

services, how the services correlate to curriculum demands and CCSS, and a 

question and answer opportunity for teachers and FPDWC staff to speak freely.  

The purpose of the meeting will be to create a school-wide awareness of the EE 
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services offered at GGNP/PCNC and how these services can help teachers 

integrate EE into their curriculum.  

Table 2. Summary Plan of Action 

Action Goal Outcome Time 
Person 

Responsible 

Evaluate PCNC 
Programs 

Identify programs 
that currently meet 
the EE topic needs 

of teachers. 

March/April 2013 PCNC Educators 

Align PCNC 
programs with 

CCSS 

Teachers will better 
understand how 
PCNC programs 
help in meeting 

curriculum demands 
of CCSS  

2013-2014 
PCNC Educators 

 

Meet with teachers 

Create awareness 
of PCNC services to 
teachers in Beecher 

School District 

July/August 2013 
Bob Bryerton 

Jessica Prince 
Nina Baki 

 

At this meeting, a few key points will be discussed.  Most importantly, the 

ways PCNC services connect and align with the state standards and new CCSS.  

A major barrier found through this needs assessment is that teachers are unsure 

how to use PCNC services to meet curriculum demands.  If teachers are able to 

understand how PCNC programs align to CCSS, they may be more likely to use 

the EE services.   This requires staff to continue aligning PCNC in-school and 

field trips programs to the new CCSS.  Aligning the CCSS to PCNC programs is 

imperative for teachers to understand the link between the CCSS, EE programs, 

and curriculum demands.  Three out of 14 PCNC programs are currently being 

aligned with CCSS.  FPDWC staff plans to follow the same timeline that teachers 

are following to transition from the Illinois State Standards to the CCSS. 
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Another key point to make at the meeting is how EE services pertain to 

the EE topics that interest teachers.  In order to make this connection, FPDWC 

staff must evaluate the EE programs and relate them to the EE topic needs of 

Beecher school teachers.  If FPDWC wants to increase the use of Beecher 

school teachers, then FPDWC must offer programs and services that cater to 

their needs.  For instance, teachers expressed a need for Human Effects on the 

Environment and PCNC offers a few programs that touch on this topic.  By 

performing a thorough evaluation of programs, PCNC can cater to the topic 

needs of teachers by enhancing the focus of a program or service on this need.  

Examples of this enhancement and evaluation must be presented to teachers at 

the in-service meeting.   

FPDWC is open to adapting their services and programs to meet the 

needs and requests of teachers.  At the meeting, it should be known to the 

teachers that FPDWC is a resource for teachers.  If teachers do not see 

something listed in our services, teachers are more than welcome to make 

special requests for their services.  This type of EE outreach has been performed 

over and over for teachers in Will County.   FPDWC understands the individual 

needs of teachers, and on a case by case basis, FPDWC meets those individual 

needs.  For instance, a high school approached FPDWC and requested a 

stewardship opportunity for students.  An EE outreach program was designed for 

these students that entailed an in-the-classroom presentation on invasive 

species and outdoor stewardship activity that allowed students to remove 

invasive species.  After 3 years of presenting this program for this particular 
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school, the program became an official EE program that is offered to all high 

schools in Will County.   

CONCLUSION 

 The needs assessment was a useful tool for identifying the needs of 

teachers, gaps between FPDWC and Beecher School teachers, and initiating a 

partnership between the two organizations.  Now that FPDWC understands a few 

of the needs and gaps of teachers in Beecher School District, a plan to create 

awareness and knowledge of EE services with the teachers is necessary to 

further foster a partnership between the schools, teachers, and FPDWC.   
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APPENDIX A 

April 30, 2012 
 
Beecher, IL 60401 
 
Hi_______________, 
 
My name is Nina Baki and I am employed by the Forest Preserve District of Will County 
(FPDWC).  With FPDWC, I develop, implement and present environmental education programs 
to an array of audiences, including school students.  I have the privilege of working at Plum Creek 
Nature Center (PCNC) in Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve (GGNP) in Beecher, IL.  According 
to FPDWC’s education reports from previous years, the schools in Beecher do not utilize the 
services offered at GGNP.  I would like to conduct a needs assessment on behalf of FPDWC in 
hopes of creating a partnership between the Beecher School District and FPDWC in order for 
GGNP to better meet teachers’ needs and curriculum demands.   
 
The focus of this research is to answer two questions:  1. What are the needs of Beecher School 
District 200U teachers for integrating environmental education into classroom curriculum?  2.  
How can the Forest Preserve District of Will County assist in fulfilling the needs of Beecher school 
teachers in order to increase their use of services at Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve?  In order 
to answer these questions, I hope to conduct research that involves two types of data collection.  
The first type of data collection will be a survey questionnaire issued to K-12th grade teachers.  
After the surveys are completed and analyzed, the second type of data I would like to collect will 
be in the form of focus groups sessions.  Focus group sessions with the teachers will help further 
identify and prioritize teachers’ needs.  After identifying the needs of teachers in your school 
district, a set of action goals will be created to help FPDWC establish programs, services and 
professional development/training that encompass the needs in Beecher School District.   
 
The goal of this research is to better serve Beecher schools through development of targeted 
services and program offerings that fit the needs of the school district.  After this research is 
completed, it is hoped that partnerships will be fostered with Beecher School District and 
FPDWC, specifically GGNP.   
 
I would like this survey to be distributed to as many teachers in the school district as possible.   
Please email or call me when the surveys are completed.  I would like them by _______, 
________, 2012.  I will be able to pick up the completed surveys then.    If possible, and teachers 
volunteer, I would like to hosts group sessions at Plum Creek Nature Center in July or August.   
 
If you have any questions or would like to talk about this further, please let me know.  Thank you 
for your time. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Nina Baki 
 
Nina Baki    
27064 Dutton Road   
Beecher, IL 60401   
708-946-2216 
nbaki@fpdwc.org 
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APPENDIX B 

Needs Assessment Survey 
Nina Baki, Interpretive Specialist 

Plum Creek Nature Center 
27064 Dutton Road 
Beecher, IL 60401 

708-946-2216 
nbaki@fpdwc.org

 

 
 

Plum Creek Nature Center (PCNC) is part of Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve (GGNP) and is 
located in Beecher, Illinois.  As part of the Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC), 
GGNP/PCNC offer environmental educational programs and services.  The programs offered at 
PCNC take place on site in GGNP, at schools, and other community locations (e.g. village halls, 
community parks, other forest preserves, etc).  This needs assessment will help staff at FPDWC 
understand the current needs of teachers at the Beecher Schools in order for FPDWC to provide 
environmental education resources that aide in teachers EE curriculum demands.   
 
 The survey questions and focus group questions of the needs assessment is to answer two 

questions:   

 

1. What are the needs of Beecher School District 200U teachers for integrating environmental 

education into classroom curriculum?   

2.  How can the Forest Preserve District of Will County assist in fulfilling the needs of Beecher 

school teachers in order to increase their use of services at Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve?  

 
 In order to answer these questions, I hope to conduct research that involves two types of data 
collection.  The first type of data collection will be a survey questionnaire issued to K-12th grade 
teachers.  After the surveys are completed and analyzed, the second type of data I would like to 
collect will be in the form of focus groups sessions.  Focus group sessions with the teachers will 
help further identify and prioritize teachers’ needs.  After identifying the needs of teachers in your 
school district, a set of action goals will be created to help FPDWC establish programs, services 
and professional development/training that encompass the needs in Beecher School District.   
 
The goal of this research is to better serve Beecher schools through development of targeted 
services and program offerings that fit the needs of the school district.  After this research is 
completed, it is hoped that a partnership will be fostered with Beecher School District and 
FPDWC, specifically GGNP.     
 
Thank you for your input,  
 
 
Nina Baki 
Interpretive Specialist FPDWC 
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APPENDIX C 
 

                                                  Needs Assessment Survey 

Nina Baki, Interpretive Specialist 

Plum Creek Nature Center 

27064 Dutton Road 

Beecher, IL 60401 

708-946-2216 

nbaki@fpdwc.org 
Needs Assessment Survey 
 

1. What grade level(s) do you teach? (Circle one) 
 

K-6 grades 

7-8 grades 

9-12 grades 

 

2. About how many years do you have of teaching experience? (Fill in the blank) 
 

___years   

___months   

 

3. What subject areas are you currently teaching? (Circle all that apply) 
 

Language Arts 

Math 

Science 

Social Studies 

Physical Education 

Art/Music  

Other (please specify) ___________________ 

 

4. What environmental education topics do you incorporate into classroom curriculum? 

(Circle all that apply) 
 

Water quality 

Air quality 

Non native plants and animals/invasive species 

Restoration 

Habitat lost/disturbances 

Population and communities 

Ecology 

Wildlife 

Reduce, reuse, and recycle 

Adaptations 

Life cycles and food chains/webs 

Human effects on the environment 
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Survival techniques  

Do not teach environmental education topics in classroom  

Other (please specify) ________________________________ 

 

5. How many hours do you spend teaching environmental education? (Fill in the blank) 
 

___hours per week    ___hours per month    ___hours per year 

 

6. What environmental education topics would you like to incorporate into classroom 

curriculum? (Circle all that apply) 
 

Water quality 

Air quality 

Non native plants and animals 

Restoration 

Habitat lost/disturbances 

Population and communities 

Ecology 

Wildlife 

Reduce, reuse, and recycle 

Adaptations 

Life cycles and food chains 

Human effects on the environment 

None  

Other (please specify) _________________________ 
 

7. Environmental Education Resources: Use the scale below to place a ‘X’ in the 

appropriate box that represents the number of times you use the following resources to 

teach environmental education in the classroom: 
 

 

no 

times 

1-3 

times/ 

school 

year 

4-7 

times/year 
monthly weekly daily N/A 

Resource loan materials        

Library and/or library 

books 

       

Guest speakers        

Videos/movies        

Internet services        

Forest Preserve District of 

Will County 

       

Local Park District        

Field trips to outdoor 

places (i.e. forest 

preserve) 

       

School grounds        
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Other (specify) 

______________ 

       

            

8. Why did you use the above resources? (Circle all that apply) 
 

Readily available 

Interactive/hands-on 

Low/no cost 

Easy to use  

Other (please specify) ________________________ 

 

9. Have you used Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC) services to integrate 

of environmental education in your classrooms? (Circle one) 
 

No 

Yes, within the past year 

Yes, 2-4 years ago 

Yes, more than 5 years ago 

Yes, more than 10 years ago  

Other (please specify) ________________________________ 

 

10. What are some reasons you have or have not used FPDWC environmental education 

services? (Write in) 

 

 

 

11. If you used FPDWC’s services to enhance your classroom environmental education 

curriculum, do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Circle one) 
 

“FPDWC's services enhanced my classroom curriculum.”  

 
Strongly Disagree  Disagree  Unsure    Agree   Strongly Agree   

 N/A  

 

12. Please explain your answer in question 11. (Write in) 

 

 

 

13. Services: Use the scale below to rate your level of need for environmental education 

services by placing a ‘X’ in the appropriate boxes. 
   

 No Need Low Need Moderate Need High Need 
N/A 

 

Outdoor 

school/community 

site 

     

Environmental 

education 

professional 
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development and 

trainings 

Funding for 

activities and 

resources 

     

Field trip 

resources 
     

Meetings or 

workshops to 

share, network, 

and learn 

     

Lesson plans and 

curriculum ideas 
     

Guest speakers      

Resource loan 

materials 
     

Other Services 

(specify) 
     

 

14. Use the list above to write in your top 3 needs for environmental education services.  

Please rank them with 1 being your highest need, 2 being your second highest need, and 3 

your third highest need: 
 

1_____________________   

2_____________________ 

3_____________________   

 

15. What are some barriers to taking field trips to Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve 

(GGNP)? (Circle all that apply) 
 

No funding 

No bus transportation 

Didn’t know field trips at GGNP existed 

Limited number of field trips in school year 

Lack of administration support 

Does not fit with curriculum  

Other (please specify) _____________ 

 

16. Use the scale below to rate your level of need for environmental education trainings 

in the following areas, by placing a ‘X’ in the appropriate box. 
 

 No Need Low Need Moderate Need High Need N/A 

Content knowledge about 

the environment 
     

Environmental education 

teaching strategies 
     

Availability and use of 

curriculum resources 
     

Integrating environmental      
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education with other 

subjects 

Alignment of environmental 

education with Common 

Core Standards 

     

Use of outdoor 

environmental education 

site 

     

Other (please specify) 

________________ 
     

 

17. Please rank in order your top three training needs, with 1 being your highest need, 2 

being your second highest need, and 3 your third highest need (write in your needs): 
 

1  ____________________________________________ 

2  ____________________________________________ 

3  ____________________________________________ 

 

18. What types of trainings would you like to see offered for teaching environmental 

education? (circle all that apply) 
 

Teacher in-service workshops during the school year 

Summer workshops 

University course for credits 

Do not need environmental education training  

Other (please specify) ____________________ 
 

19. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Circle one) 
  “I plan to utilize FPDWC’s services in the future for environmental education curriculum?” 

Strongly Disagree  Disagree  Unsure   Agree Strongly   Agree  

 

20. In what ways can GGNP environmental education programs/services be helpful to 

meeting curriculum and Common Core Standards? (Write in) 

 

 

 

21.  Would you be interested in participating in a focus group session for further 

discussion about your needs? (Circle one) 
 

Yes  No  Maybe 

 

22.  If yes or maybe, please fill out your contact information on the last page and turn in 

with completed survey. 

 

THANK YOU 

 


