
The History of Geology Teaching at Public Higher Education Institutions 
in River Falls Wisconsin. 

 
Prior to the establishment of the Normal School in 1874, the only educational institution in River Falls was the 
River Falls Academy, but it provided no “special courses of study”1. 
 
The State Normal School, which ultimately became the university, was a significant part of the River Falls 
community, with its first building being dedicated on September 2nd, 1875. Normal Schools are institutions 
designed to train high school graduates to become teachers2. These were established in Wisconsin by a bill 
entitled “An Act for the Encouragement of Academies and Normal schools” which was passed on March 7th 
18573. River Falls was the fourth school established under this act and started with nine faculty and five 
members of the Model Department and about 260 students 4. Geology was listed in the first “Register” of 
1875/775 “ (images below, third term of the fourth year), and so was one of the first subjects to be taught at the 
institution. 
 

         
 
Two faculty members who may have taught geology classes are listed: A. Earthman, teaching History, 
Geography and Music and W.S. Barnard, teaching Physical Science (below).   
 

                   
Faculty at the Normal School.              An early (1892) picture showing geological specimens6. 



In the first years both geographers and physical/natural scientists were capable of teaching geology, but who 
actually taught geology classes is no longer clear.   
 
Albert Earthman had immigrated to the United States from Germany when he was seventeen and had been a 
school teacher in Reedsburg, Wisconsin for several years 7. When the Normal School was established, he was 
listed as teaching history, geography and music.8 
 
William Stebbings Bernard took undergraduate courses at Cornell in 1871, and that fall he 
went to live in Germany, where he studied natural history in Berlin, Bonn, Jena, Leipzig 
and Munich, but he also spent some time in France and Italy.9 He was primarily a zoologist, 
and in 1875 he was listed as the natural science teacher at River Falls, and then, in 1876, he 
was invited to be professor of natural science at Oskaloosa College in Iowa.  
 
Earthman was perhaps more focused on the teaching of geography, having given a report 
on geography textbooks for the Wisconsin Teacher Association10. In the State Normal 
School Catalog for 1877/78,11 A. Earthman is still listed as teaching Geography, but W.S. 
Barnard has left and a year later in 1878/79 Earthman has also gone.  
 
After the departure of Earthman and Bernard, F.H. King is listed as teaching Natural 
Science for several years. Franklin Hiram King was said to be a “pioneer scientist.” He was 
born in 1848 near Whitewater and received his professional training first at Whitewater 
State Normal School and later at Cornell University where he studied the diet of birds.12 
While at River Falls, King continued his ornithological studies, but his interest in geology 
persisted. In 1884 he spent the summer working for the US Geological Survey looking at 
terminal moraines in North Dakota. He and his wife, Carrie, devised a method for 
mechanically constructing relief models of topography. Copies were sold to schools around the U.S., including 
to Harvard.13 King left River Falls and assumed the position of professor of agricultural physics at Madison in 
1888. King Hall at UW-Madison is named for him and he has also been called the “father of soil physics” in the 
United States. King left Wisconsin to become chief of the Division of Soil Management in the U.S.D.A. Bureau 
of Soils in Washington, D.C. in 1902.  
 
During the late 19th century, the Catalog of the State Normal School lists the textbooks 
used in the various classes, and, not too surprisingly, for Geology it is the classic text, 
Dana’s Manual of Geology, published in 1863.14 

 
In 1888/89, A.L. Ewing is now listed as the 
teacher for Natural Science. In the 1901/02 
catalog15 Ewing is specifically listed as teaching 
geology (in contrast to the geography teacher, 
A.H. Fletcher.) Addison L. Ewing16 appears in the 
catalog until 1904/05, a period of seventeen years.  

Ewing was 35 when he started at River Falls State Normal 
School. Born in La Grange Wisconsin, he died on November 13, 
1953, at age 100 (see photo).17 After leaving River Falls he spent 
13 years at the University of Minnesota. He was succeeded at 
River Falls by two individuals, G.A. Rogers from 1905/06 and 
then Charles H. Taylor in the last quarter of 1906/07 and the 
academic year of 1907/08. In the 1905/06 catalog18 there is a brief 
description of “geology” shown below.  
 
Taylor remained until the end of 1907/08 and then moved on to 
Oklahoma. He followed a career in petroleum geology and became 
instrumental in the establishment of the American Association of 



Petroleum Geologists (as recounted below in an article about him published in 1965 – Courtesy of Neil 
Suneson19, Oklahoma Geological Survey). 
 
 
CHARLES H. TAYLOR (1877-1964)  
What manner of man was Charles Henry Taylor, whom many call the father of The American Association of 
Petroleum Geologists? The story of his education illustrates one of Taylor's outstanding characteristics. 
  
To some geologists, such as Charles N. Gould and W. H. Twenhofel, and to some notable men in other professions in 
that older generation, the securing of a higher education was an attainment that could be financed only by persistent 
effort continued through a number of years. In the Honorary Member Citation given in the July, 1962, Bulletin, 
Taylor's struggles are described in these words: "Leaving the farm at the age of 21, he attended the State Normal 
School at Emporia, Kansas, and for the next six years alternated be- tween going to school and teaching whenever he 
could find a job." Again from the Citation are these words: "In March of 1904 he married Addie Mae Wheatley at 
Beloit, Kansas. From this union three sons still are living." They are W. Harland of Houston, Texas; Russell W. of 
Wichita, Kansas; and C. Harold of Greenwich, Connecticut. "After summer sessions in geology during the summers 
of 1904 and 1905 and a year of high-school teaching, Taylor stayed on at the University of Chicago where he received 
the Bachelor of Science degree in 1907. He taught science and mathematics in the State Normal School at River Falls, 
Wisconsin, for a year and returned to Chicago from which he received his Master's degree in geology in 1909." 
Through much self-sacrifice by the Taylors, and much time and effort, this degree, which he prized highly, was 
received with honorable mention for excellent work. 
  
As a geology major in the class of 1912 at the University of Oklahoma, the writer remembers Charles Taylor as a sincere, rather shy but friendly teacher. 
The material for any class session was well in hand and was presented in a concise manner, pleasantly and firmly, with frequent participation expected 
from the class members. He took a personal interest in each of his major students as individuals. An example of the depth of this interest is the following. 
Out of our class, ten received degrees in geology; for three he secured scholarships at the University of Chicago to pursue graduate studies, and for two, he 
assisted in arranging for fellowships at other universities— an exceptional accomplishment in times when… 
  AAPG Bulletin20 
 
Charles H. Taylor, head of the geology department at the University of Oklahoma, and Everette L. DeGolyer 
formed a group of geologists in the Norman-Oklahoma City region, which combined with a similar organization 
from Tulsa on October 7, 1915. The two groups were called the Southwestern Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (SAPG), and this group was the predecessor of the AAPG. The purpose of both organizations was 
stated as "to promote the science of geology, especially as it relates to petroleum and natural gas." 21 Taylor was 
also the first editor of the AAPG Bulletin from 1917 to 1918. 22 
 
Taylor was succeeded in River Falls by a teacher who won renown at River Falls because 
of his long tenure and participation in coaching basketball, and for whom a campus gym 
is named. Indeed, it is often quoted that Dr. Rudolf A. Karges taught chemistry at River Falls (he started his 
career here in 1908/09), but he is also listed as teaching geology classes (image right from the 1910/11 annual 
catalogue of the State Normal School, River Falls, Wisconsin). Karges was vice president of River Falls State 
Teachers College from 1926 to 1951.  
 

23 



In 2018, the gymnasium (The R. A. Karges Center) was demolished. However, the “Karges auxiliary gym” in 
the new Falcon Center now bears his name, ensuring his legacy will continue at UW-River Falls24. 
 
In 1920, the agricultural training at River Falls was strengthened, and some curriculum changes were 
accomplished with the establishment of a “program” called “the Earth Sciences,” which included some 
geography and physiography courses. Sometime in 1915, Karges moved on to other duties and the geology 
teaching (as Earth Science) was passed to a new faculty member, Charles Stratton. Geology was transferred 
from the area of science to that of geography. 
 
Charles G. Stratton held a position as a geographer at UW-River Falls from 1915 to 1950, and for much of that 
time taught classes in geology too. Stratton Hall, a residence hall on campus is named after him and has a web 
page details his history.25 
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In 1927, the state normal schools became four-year teacher colleges27. And at that time moves were 
also made to strengthen the agricultural aspects of the college, but that job was not completed until 
1932.  
 



In 1930 Stratton was celebrated in the RFSU yearbook28 (in the article shown below). This article also 
notes that after the World War (WW I), he spent six months in Paris helping to re-establish 
international boundaries in Europe. 

  
Meletean article,192929 
 
Clearly, Stratton was very involved with meteorology and indeed taught classes in that area, as well as 
astronomy and more traditional geology classes. In the late 1940s he was sharing these classes with John G. 
Mosher, who actually covered all the classes after Stratton retired in the academic year 1949-50. John Mosher 
retired in 1984.30 
 
In 1926, the regents repurposed the Normal Schools as "State Teachers Colleges," offering a four-year course of 
study leading to a Bachelor of Education degree that incorporated significant general education at all levels. At 
that time there were about 400 students enrolled at the School. In 1951 the state teacher’s colleges were 
redesignated as "Wisconsin State Colleges," offering a full four-year liberal-arts curriculum. River Falls had an 
enrollment that year of 649, and a new three-part partition into Agriculture, Education and Arts & Sciences. In 
1964 it became part of the "Wisconsin State University” system31. 
 
In 1928 the Earth Science program was renamed “Geography and Geology,” which had an eight-credit, two-
quarter physical geology component directed at high-school teachers. A course in historical geology was added 
at this time. At that time you could “major” in science (taking classes in Physics, Chemistry and Biology), but it 
was also possible to take a “minor sequence” in the your fourth year of study, and one of those was “Earth 
Science” (as shown in images below from the 1933/34 Catalog). 
 

    



In the Catalog for 1937/38 Geography 55 a and b are titled “Elements of Geology” and have eight term hours, 
which followed Geography 53, Earth Science. 
 
Towards the end of Stratton’s career in 1948, the geography/geology combination was dissolved, with 
geography now listed as a major in social science. At this time a “minor” in Earth Science was added to the 
science program at the institution. This nomenclature, in turn, was replaced in 1952 by a minor in “Geology,” 
and new courses started to appear, such as Geomorphology of Wisconsin, Lithology, Invertebrate Paleontology, 
Structural Geology, Mineralogy, Physiography of North America, Petroleum Geology, Economic Geology and 
Advanced Historical Geology. It was at this time in 1951 that the Board of Regents authorized the state colleges 
to offer the degrees of BA and BS, allowing them to become liberal arts institutions.32 

 
At the start of the 1950/51 year a new instructor was listed in the State University 
Budget, Constantin Nicolas Apsouri. The class schedule (image above) shows him 
teaching all the geology classes that year, mostly “Physical Geology” and its lab, but 
also a class in Geomorphology offered in the spring quarter. Apsouri (shown left in 
the 1953 Meletean) remained on campus only for three years. 
 
By the 1953/54 academic year 
geology classes were being 

taught by Robert R. Polk , a soil scientist, who would 
remain the main geology instructor until 1957/58, while 
simultaneously teaching soils classes. Geology classes 
were listed at that time under “science,” alongside 
physics, biology, and chemistry. Polk left our campus and 
became the assistant director of the Wisconsin State 
University system.33 

 
In 1957/58 a new soil 
science instructor 
appeared, Eliahu Wurman who was listed as teaching Physical Geology and 
Rocks & Minerals. Wurman also taught in Agronomy and departed in 
1962.  
 
In 1960/61 he was replaced by John E. Foss. It was during Foss’s time, in 
1962, that a Soil Science course called "Soil Genesis and Classification" 

was added to the geology minor and cross-listed with Agronomy, starting the link of 
geology with the College of Agriculture.34 Foss kept the program “afloat” – along 
with teaching his soils classes - until the hiring of Robert 
Lohnes for the 1964/65 academic year. Actually, Foss 
remained on faculty for a short while after Lohnes as 
hired, but thereafter only taught only soils. Foss then 
moved to the University of Maryland in 1966 and 
ultimately, in 1985, to the University of Tennessee, from 
where he retired in 1997. He focused on using soils data 
for interpreting the history and development of 
archaeological sites, investigating more than 120 sites35. In 
1994 Foss was named a distinguished alum of UWRF. 
 



Lohnes took on teaching geology classes only as a temporary measure, since he too 
was primarily a soils instructor. After one year he moved to Iowa State as Assistant 
Professor of Civil Engineering and worked up through the academic ranks to retire 
in 2005. He died from blood cancer (MDS)in 201336. 
 
In the 1964/66 catalog, fourteen geology classes were listed, which include some 
soils classes and others that would be considered geography today, such as 
“Physiography of the United States.” However, many core geology classes had been 
established such as Geomorphology, Rocks and Minerals, Glacial Geology, 
Structural Geology, and a class in Field Work. In 1964 the new WSU campus at 
River Falls had an enrollment of 2,592.37 
 
At this time a dramatic program change was in the works. Since the days of Stratton, 
geology had been “associated” with geography and/or science, but in the early to mid-sixties a migration of its 
subject matter towards soils and agriculture had started.  
 

 Winter quarter 
 

In 1965/66 Geology came under the jurisdiction of the College of Agriculture and 
at that time the catalog listed the requirements for a minor in Earth Science. But by 
1966/67 courses were listed as “Geology,” and these courses were taught by Walter 
Harold Granata, Jr. The array of courses was almost the same as the previous 
catalog, except that Rocks and Minerals had now been divided into Mineralogy and 
Petrology. The new minor (27 to 33 quarter hours) had commenced the year before, 
in 1965/66, with Physical Geology and Geomorphology classes taught in the Fall 
quarter, followed by Historical and Structural Geology in the winter, and Rocks & Minerals and Glaciology in 
the spring. There was, at this point, 16 classes listed. In the next catalog, 1966/67, Earth Science listed as a 
major, which at that time was mostly directed at teachers. The curriculum for this major is shown below. 38  
 
 Walter Granata had earned his Ph.D. in geology from the University of Wyoming in 1960 and had then worked 
for Sohio. He left Wisconsin State University in 1967 and joined the Indiana University of Pennsylvania in order 
to help establish a new geology department there. He was actually hired in the Chemistry department until the 
new geology department was formed.39 He died in 2013. 
 
In keeping with the development of a new major, Granata 
was replaced by several new faculty: Elwyn Owen, Paul 
Hlava (right) and Charlie Carson. Paul Hlava started 
teaching here before completing his degree, but gained a 
geology MS from the University of New Mexico in 1974. 
He then spent 33 years at the Sandia National 
Laboratories in Albuquerque, New Mexico and retired in 
2007.40 Carson was not retained, and after he left, it was 
reported that he was involved in a flying accident that left 
him a quadriplegic.41 For just a single year McDowell 
taught some of the classes. In 1970, Sam Huffman joined 
the faculty to teach paleontology. Then, in 1971, the 
Wisconsin State University merged with the University of Wisconsin to create today's University of Wisconsin 
System,42 and the institution became the University of Wisconsin—River Falls.  



 
 
In the late 70’s and early 80’s several new faculty were added 
to the Earth Science major and by 1984 there were five 
geologists on staff who would remain for several years; Sam 
Huffman (1971 to 1991) initially teaching paleontology and 
then acting as Chair of the Department of Plant and Earth 
Science; William (Bill) Cordua (1973 to 2011) teaching 
Mineralogy and Petrology; Robert (Bob) Baker (1977 to 2005) teaching Geomorphology and Meteorology; Ian 
Williams (1982 to 2020) teaching Structural Geology and Geophysics and Michael Middleton (1984 to 2011) 
teaching Paleontology and Sedimentology/Stratigraphy.  The fact that Dr. Middleton was hired to teach 
Paleontology, Dr. Huffman’s initial area of instruction, was due to Sam’s Department Chair duties and 
ultimately gave the department a flexibility that it needed. These academic areas remained the core of the 
geology program and the department espoused the philosophy that a broad geological background education 
prepared our students for all aspects of the profession.  
 

         
 
The degree changed to a Bachelor of Science in Geology in order to more accurately reflect the content of the 
curriculum (and this change was established by its first recording in the 1987/89 catalog). 
 
In 1990/91, a minor in Hydrogeology was added to the program and in the fall of the following year the 
University changed its academic year from three quarters each year to two semesters. This change took a great 
deal of planning and resulted in many courses being combined throughout the campus. For the geology program 
this entailed having Geomorphology and Glacial Geology courses combined as a single Geomorphology course. 
Ore Deposits, was absorbed into Petrology, and some of the material in Optical Mineralogy found its way into 
the Mineralogy class. One of the biggest changes was that the department dispensed with Invertebrate 



Paleontology I and II, and instead had a single four-credit Paleontology class. In 
some cases, such as Petroleum Geology, classes were dropped from the 
curriculum. From that time on, upper division geology courses were generally four 
semester credits, and the lower division courses (particularly those being used for 
General Education) were three semester credits. One of the campus mandates was 
that majors could not indiscriminately add course material as a result of the 
quarter-to-semester conversion, which was enforced by the guiding light for the 
changeover and estimable colleague from across campus in the College of 
Education, Mike Davis. 
 
In 1991 Sam Huffman retired and at that time, after discussions with the rest of the 
Plant and Earth Science faculty, the need for a new major within our department, 
Environmental Science, was envisioned. Accordingly, Dr. Huffman’s successor 
should then teach in the areas of hydrology and environmental science with 
courses cross-listed among the current major and the new major. At this time the 
chair ship of the department passed to Dr. Bob Baker, another geologist who had 
acted as chair some years before. Obtaining permission for a replacement for Dr. 
Huffman, this was initially difficult since the department was denied funding for a 
tenure track person. But after two short-term hires, Paul Goudreault, who had 
worked locally in the areas of water quality and environmental assessment, took on 
the task for a period of five years. The Department was then able to hire into a 
tenure-track position, which was filled by Dr. Kerry Keen, a hydrologist (1997-
present).   
 
The Earth Science Education degree was eliminated in 1991, becoming instead an 
option within the geology degree. In 1995, the Plant and Earth Science 
Department, of which geology continues to be a part, was selected as the “Regents 
Outstanding Academic Department” in the University of Wisconsin System. The 
geology major adopted the minimum of 120-credits-to-degree rule (down from 128 credits) in the 1997/99 
catalog to be in step with most other majors across campus.  
 
Shortly after the new millennium started the geology unit needed some help in teaching introductory courses, 
and most particularly the lab classes. At that time Pam Weller was teaching soils and environmental science 
courses, but her background included many of the geology classes, and she helped out by filling this need, and 
even co-taught GEOL 101 with Williams during the Spring semester of 2002. Weller was a valued member of 
the unit, and she was awarded an unofficial status of Distinguished Academic Lecturer. Weller passed away 
after a brave battle against cancer, at age 57, in August 2015.43 
 
The faculty remained steady until Dr. Baker retired in the 2006/07 academic year 
and his successor, Dr. Holly Dolliver started in the 2007/08 academic year, taking 
over Geomorphology and adding her expertise in Soil Science. In keeping with 
the philosophy that geology ought to be connected more closely with the entire 
department, Holly’s expertise in soils was useful to cement that connection.  
 
In 2011/12 both Dr. Mike Middleton and Dr. Bill Cordua retired, and the geology 
unit was asked to limit themselves to a single, tenure-line replacement. Since the 
mixture of courses that were ranged from Mineralogy to Paleontology, finding a 
single person with expertise both sufficiently broad and deep was all but 
impossible. Consequently, the decision was made to search for a hard rock 
specialist and to find a temporary solution to teaching both Paleontology and 
Historical Geology. 
 



Fortunately, one of our own graduates Amy Nachbor, who had just finished her 
Master’s degree at UW-Milwaukee, was available to take over some courses and 
could teach introductory classes, Historical Geology, and, after some mentoring, 
Environmental Geology. She remained with us as an academic staff member for four 
years and became a well-respected teacher. Nachbor then left campus at the start of 
2014/15 to start a Ph.D. program at the University of South Florida. 
 
For the next academic year, 2012/13, we asked Dr. Allison Gale to join us and take 
over the teaching of Mineralogy & Petrology and encouraged her to start a 
Geochemistry course. This course was first offered in the Spring of 2014. Dr. Gale 
left UWRF after the new year in 2015 and that position was filled on a temporary 
basis (for two years) by Molly Radwany, who had just finished her Master’s degree at 
the University of Minnesota.  

 
In the fall of 2018, Dr. Don Taylor, a soil scientist, retired as Chair of the Plant and Earth Science Department 
and Dr. Dolliver took over the position.  
 
Radwany left us for permanent employment in Arizona in the summer of 2018, and Dr. Kevin Thaisen was hired 
in that Fall as academic staff. His position was converted into a tenure track appointment in the Fall of 2020. 
That year the geology unit cooperated with the Department of Biology in hiring a new zoologist, Andrew 
Haveles, who could contribute to our unit by teaching both the paleontology and the Global Change classes. 
 

 
 
 



 
Geology (and Geography or Natural Science) faculty who taught at the State Normal School, Wisconsin State College and 
University and the University of Wisconsin – River Falls.  
 
Academic years shown as starting year (thus 1991/92 is indicated as 1991) and decade boundaries in blue. The start of the major in Earth 
Science (as opposed to a minor only) is1966/67. The Earth Science major (pink) changes to Geology (yellow) in 1997/98. 
 
Short-Term Faculty/Academic Staff (individuals who taught in the program for one year or less) 

   
 
Years when coverage was provided by retired faculty or when coverage was for only one semester, individuals may not be known. 



 
Data for the chart on the previous page from numerous 
sources  available in the UWRF Chalmer-Davis library 
archives including yearly catalogs, course listings and the 
Annual Budget of the University of Wisconsin system 
(LB2341.W58x).
 
Graduation Rates 
 
Since the formation of the major after the move to the 
College of Agriculture in 1965/66, the Geology major has 
averaged 10 graduates per year with 430 people having 
attained geology degrees in 43 years. The graph (right) 
reflects numbers that the faculty have recorded. Every 
year note is taken of which students have completed their 
final assessment and have had their advisors certify them 
as having completed all graduation requirements. 
However, official records from the registrar’s office may 
occasionally differ slightly. The Department suspects that 
some students who complete the major in a given 
semester slip into the official count in a subsequent 
semester. We also have a small number of students who 
have completed all the requirements for the geology 
degree but who do not graduate officially, perhaps due to 
having unexpectedly failed some General Education 
course and leaving the area after getting employment. 
 
Audits: 1998, 2007 
 
Lesson Study. 
 
During the academic year 2005/06 the five geology 
faculty participated in a “Lesson Study” project. "Lesson 
Study" is a technique developed in Japan whereby faculty 
teaching the same “lesson” (usually taken as the 
instruction over a single class period) interact on a 
continual basis to evaluate student reaction to the lesson 
and to decide upon modifications to be made. We applied 
this technique to our lesson on glacial processes in the 
Introduction to Geology (GEOL 101) class. An additional 
benefit to this study was that it provided us a forum 
whereby we had to examine each of ourselves teaching 
the same topic, which led to a feedback mechanism that 
has benefited all our teaching styles.  



  
Participation in General Education. 

 
Since the inception of the General Education program in 1966,44 our Introductory Geology class (currently 
GEOL 101, previously, GEOL 151) has been an accepted option in the Science section of the program or later 
as a General Education course, which required both at least one Science course and a Mathematics course. In the 
1987/89 catalog “Basic Studies” (48 credits) was replaced by “General Education” (48 credits). On the 
conversion to a semester-based format General Education became 39 semester credits. Throughout this period 
Geology appeared only in the Science section, but GEOL 102 was created as a one-credit lab (useful for several 
majors).  
 
From Fall 2005 to Spring 2014 GEOL 101 was a 3- credit class for the Science (S) option and GEOL 102 was 
an additional class that could be taken to convert GEOL to satisfy the Scientific Investigation (SL) option 
(increasing the credits by one). For that period GEOL 115, Oceanography, was a 3-credit class for the SL 
option. GEOL 350 (Geological Destinies of Nations) could be taken to satisfy Goal Four, Interdisciplinary 
Inquiry and GEOL 269 (Environmental Geology) could be taken to satisfy the Ethical Citizenship (EC) 
requirement. 
 
In 2014 the sections of General Education were changed, and GEOL 350 was changed to GEOL 250 (still with 
the title of Geological Destinies of Nations) to became a course to satisfy the Social and Behavioral Sciences 
(SB) General Education requirement. GEOL 101 and GEOL 115 remain as classes that fulfil the Scientific 
Inquiry (SI) requirement, and GEOL 269 could be taken to satisfy the Ethical Citizenship (EC) requirement.  
Our unit is pleased that geology courses are now seen as capable of fulfilling many areas of the General 
Education program, implying progress in awareness of geology on our campus.   

           
 

Faculty/Alumni/Department Honors: 
 
Teaching Award of Merit from the North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA): 

 Bob Baker (1985)  Ian Williams (1995) 
 Bill Cordua (2000)  Holly Dolliver (2016) 
 

UWRF Distinguished Teacher Award: Ian Williams (2016). 
Keith Wurtz Award for Teaching Excellence: Holly Dolliver (2011). 
UWRF Advisor of the Year Award: Ian Williams (2015), Holly Dolliver (2016). 
UW Regents Teaching Excellence Award for Departments: Plant & Earth Science (1995). 
Distinguished Alum45: C. Wroe Wolfe, class of 1930 (1978). 
Distinguished Alum: John E. Foss, instructor 1960-66 in soils and geology, BS in Ag. Ed. 1956 (1994). 

 
Department Benefactors: 
 
In February 2018 University of Wisconsin-River Falls alumni David and Patricia Stone made a generous gift of 
$100,000 to the university to establish the Stone Geology Fund. The fund will support scholarships, equipment, 
student recruitment and program activities in geology.46 In subsequent years they have donated a further $50,000 
annually. 
 



The Edna and Rudy Cordua Scholarship was established/endowed by Bill and Jan Cordua in 1997. 
The Moses Strong, Jr. Scholarship was established/endowed by Bill Cordua in 1982.  
The Anoka County Gem and Mineral Club Scholarship, was established by that club in 2002. 
 
Outstanding Senior: 
 
In 1987 the department established an award for the outstanding senior of the year. The individual graduated in 
the academic year that the honor was awarded. Those so honored can be a geology major or a double major with 
geology. The award is primarily based on academic distinction, but contributions to the Department are also 
considered. The decisions are made by the faculty, and the award is given at the final social occasion of the 
academic year (usually the spring picnic). 
 
Year Name Year Name  
2020 Nate Dodge 2003 Cris Merta  
2019 Katie Thoresen 2002 Alyssa Boock  
2018 Ethan Dahl / Justin Moshrefzadeh 2001 Nicholas Hahn  
2017 Gina Hannack 2000 Jeff Stoskopf / Kyle Fredrick  
2016 Brett LaCoy 1999 Kelly La Blanc  
2015 Danielle Currier 1998 Dan Geister  
2014 Ann Marie Prue 1997 Joe Gilbert  
2013 Patrick Sweeney 1996 Wendy Buser  
2012 Tammy Cook / Ryan Anderson 1995 Michele Huppert  
2011 Rose Tusa / Courtney Schlosser 1994 Dennis Gamble  
2010 Chelsea Payne 1993 Andrea Sykora  
2009 Ami Nachbor  1992 Jill Rosenberg  
2008 Christina Morrison/Ben Hoyt  1991 Sharon Masek  
2007 Samantha Saxton  1990 Becky Koepke  
2006 Perry Ponshock  1989 Steve Koehler  
2005 Kristin Borup  1988 Emily Bauer  
2004 Amanda Gross  1987 Sue Jensema / Dan Pingel  

 
River Falls Geological Society (aka Geology Club): 

 
The club was established in the 1950s. Records exist from 1966.47 See picture below. Bill Cordua acted as Club 
Advisor from approximately 1975 until 1983, at which time Ian Williams became advisor until 2016 when 
Allison Gale took over. Upon Dr. Gale’s leaving Dr. Williams took over again until his retirement in 2020, at 
which time Dr. Thaisen became the advisor.  
 

 Geology Club, 1966.  



Club presidents are listed below. 
 
Karen Lein/Tyler Ayers 2019/20  Joe Gilbert 1997-98 
Rebecca Baumgartner 2018/19 Joe Gilbert 1996-97 
Megan (Thomson) Lamb 2017/18 Ann Nelson 1995-96 
Dahl, Ethan 2016/17 Chad Johnson 1994-95 
Muchowski, Patricia 2015-16 Candy (Schwantes) Anderson 1993-94 
Currier, Danielle 2014-15 Lou Racchini 1992-93 
Prue, Ann Marie 2013-14 Jill Rosenberg 1991-92 
Sweeney, Patrick 2012-13 Elizabeth (Derby) Wright 1990-91 
Hogan, Daniel 2011-12 Jeff Hoffman 1989-90 
Schlosser, Courtney 2010-11 Emily Bauer 1988-89 
Cook, Tamara 2009-10 Sue (Benson) West 1987-88 
Payne, Chelsea 2008-09 Marybeth (Davies) Hatteberg 1986-87 
Ami Nachbor 2007-08 Sue (Jensema) Vasey 1985-86 
Samantha Saxton 2006-07 Bill Evans 1984-85 
Megan Koch 2005-06 Greg Moore 1983-84 
Candy Hougo 2004-05 Cindy Wambach 1982-83 
Mike Thoma 2003-04 ------ 1981-82 
Ben Gray 2002-03 Ken Shimko 1980-81 
Lisa (Erickson) Mertz 2001-02  Jim Oberli 1978-79 
Alyssa Boock 2000-01  Jay Gilberston 1977-78 
Kyle Fredrick 1999-00  Valerie Thayer 1976-77 
Jennifer Hunstock 1998-99 Mark Knoll 1975-76 
 
(n.b. This list was not derived from documentation but rather on the memories of several individuals) 
    
Speakers. 
 
Having speakers visit from other institutions has long been a feature of the Earth Science/Geology program and 
has always been a joint enterprise between the department and the River Falls Geological Society–the students 
being the official hosts for our speakers. Records show that as early as May 1956 we had a lecture given by Dr. 
Frank Brown, from Baylor University, on the “Growing Importance of Earth Science in the Urban 
Environment.” In the early 1980s the Geology unit organized a guest speaker lecture series which has averaged 
about six speakers per year. Sometimes these speakers have been UWRF faculty speaking about special projects 
that they have been involved with; others came from across campus or from nearby universities. Examples are 
Dr. Tim Holst (1985), Dr Cristian Teyssier (1987), Dr. Bill Kean (1992), Dr. Val Chandler (1995), Dr. Jennifer 
Anderson (2006), and Mark Seeley (2012). Occasionally speakers came from further afield, such as Dr. Chris 
Hale (U of Toronto, 1992), Dr. Jan Gillespie (California State Bakersfield, 1994), Dr. Mike Terry (University of 
Bayruth, 2003), Dave Stone (an alumnus who worked in the oil business and who gave invited talks in 1988, 
2004, 2010 and 2014), and Dr. Susan Van der Lee (Northwestern University, 2005). “Sponsored” speakers 
include AAPG Visiting Geologist Program speakers, such as Jean Hamilton (Marathon Petroleum, 1989), Dr 
Susan Langdon (1990), Susan Morrice (Morrice Associates, 1996) and Deborah Sacrey (Auburn Energy, 2004); 
Geoprism’s speakers, such as Richard Allen (University of California Berkeley, 2014) and Abhijit Ghosh 
(University of California Riverside, 2018); and Ocean Science speakers, such as Eric Hellebrand (University of 
Hawaii, 2014). On one occasion the invited speaker was from the Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia 
(INGV) in Italy, Dr. Boris Behnke, who spoke and answered questions using an internet connection. This venue 
has also been used for talks by retiring professors—Bob Baker (2008), Bill Cordua (2010), Mike Middleton 
(2011), and Ian Williams (2020)—and talks by new faculty.  Many of these speakers have given specialized 
presentations for our majors, but most have also given general talks to allow our introductory level students to 
participate benefit from the material under discussion. 
 
  



Speakers Since 1982 

 

 



 
Richard Allen (center) 2014) 
 

 
Ian Williams (center-right) 2020 at his retirement. Everyone is indicating a fold 

 
  



Regional Field Trips. 
 
A unique feature of the Geology Program is the annual regional geology field trip  

 
Year Destination Leader Year Destination Leader  
2020 Cancelled Corona Virus 1995 Hawaii Huffman  
2019 Death Valley Thaisen 1994 Florida Baker  
2018 Gap Year --- 1993 Colorado Middleton  
2017 Glacier N.P. Dolliver 1992 Yellowstone N.P. Williams  
2016 Gap Year --- 1991 Lake Superior Cordua  
2015 Oregon Gale 1990 Florida Baker  
2014 Black Hills Gilbertson/Keen 1989 Oklahoma/Texas Williams  
2013 Appalachians Williams 1988 Appalachians Cordua  
2012 Gap Year --- 1987 Colorado Middleton  
2011 Lake Superior Keen 1986 Yellowstone N.P. Williams  
2010 Yellowstone N.P. Williams 1985 Florida Baker  
2009 Colorado Middleton/Dolliver 1984 Appalachians Cordua  
2008 Quebec Keen/Dolliver 1983 Grand Canyon Huffman  
2007 Oklahoma/Texas Williams 1982 Florida Baker  
2006 Lake Superior Cordua 1981 Appalachians Cordua  
2005 Florida Baker 1980 Grand Canyon Huffman  
2004 Colorado Middleton 1979 Florida Baker  
2003 Quebec Keen 1978 Appalachians Cordua  
2002 Yellowstone N.P. Williams 1977 Death Valley Updike  
2001 Hawaii Huffman/Middleton 1976 Florida Huffman  
2000 Appalachians Cordua 1975 Appalachians Cordua  
1999 Florida Baker 1974 Colorado Updike  
1998 Colorado Middleton 1973 Florida Huffman  
1997 Oklahoma/Texas Williams 1972 Appalachians Steve Burrell  
1996 Lake Superior Cordua 1971 Wyoming Charles Carson  
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Generally, run during spring break or immediately after final exams in the spring, these 10-14 day road-trips 

have been taken in order for students to study the geology of various parts of the United States and Canada. In 
1995 and 2001 groups visited Hawaii to see the volcanic features. On other occasions we have taken groups to 
the Northeast via Canada (2003 and 2008); to Oregon (2015) and Death Valley CA (1977, 2019). These trips are 
essentially total immersion geology experiences in classic geological locales where students camp, cook their 
own meals, and study the geology unique to areas other than Wisconsin. The numbers of students participating 
have varied from about 15 to almost 40.  

 



 

 
The 1974 Appalachian Region Field trip group lead by Bill Cordua. 
 
The following three pages text was written by the faculty member in charge of the trip and taken from Alumni 
Newsletters or the original Geology History document in PES files. 
 
In 1976, during the trip to Death Valley, the group did not have tents and awoke one morning covered with six 
inches of snow. Two years later they had an ice storm in the Appalachians and slept on picnic tables under a 
pavilion. 
 
On the 1994 Southeastern trip, the group traveled in the “Falcon Flyer”, a 28-passenger bus owned by UWRF 
and used primarily by athletic teams. The vehicle had two gas tanks, but unfortunately it was discovered after 
leaving town that only one of them worked. Consequently, the group proceeded on a 4000- mile trip with gas 
stops every 100 miles! In fact, in the hills of northern Georgia, a neglectful driver bypassed a gas stop without 
checking the gas gauge resulting in the vehicle running out of gas about 2 miles from the next town. With a 
deadline for a whitewater rafting trip looming, a decision was made to have everyone deboard the bus and start 
pushing. About 45 minutes later an exhausted group of students pushed the bus into a Gulf Oil station and the 
group made their rendezvous for rafting on time.  

 
In 1993 the Southwestern Regional trip ran into some unusual weather. Tents were blown over and shredded 

during a wind-storm at one campsite; the group was rained on in the desert during a hike to see dinosaur bones 
and snowed on in the Front Range. But perhaps the most exciting event was the rafting trip on the Colorado 
River, which was near flood stage that year. One raft, of course the one with the faculty member in it, flipped in 
the current, and its occupants all ended up in the water. As the faculty member tells it, he found himself below a 
mass of kicking arms and legs as the students tried vainly to keep him under. All were pulled safely into another 
raft looking like drowned rats, but you can imagine the stories that were told after that! To this day, that faculty 
member has an undeserved reputation for bad weather on field trips! Weather conditions affect us frequently.  

 
In 1997 the class was in Glen Rose, Texas, and a tornado came through necessitating a night spent on the 

concrete floor of a structure much more substantial than a tent. It was at this locality that the students wanted to 
debate the creationists who have a “museum”— a trailer—near the Dinosaur Valley State Park, but fortunately 
for all concerned the museum was closed. The Oklahoma trip has always benefited from the cooperation of the 
Oklahoma Geological Survey. One of their geologists, Neil Suneson, spent a day doing sequence stratigraphy in 
the Ouachita mountains with the class.  

 
Similarly employing an on-site expert, alumnus Steve Koehler, the group was taken on a tour of a gold mine 

on the 2002 trip to Yellowstone when the students took a short detour to Elko, Nevada. Utilizing our contacts in 
such ways has enhanced the educational experience for our students.  

 



The Appalachian regional trip, taken during Spring break, often encountered bad weather. The worst was an 
ice storm that caught the group one night in West Virginia. The tents were all bowed in under the weight of the 
ice, and everyone was soaked. They spent the morning in Morgantown drying sleeping bags in a laundromat and 
were about the only vehicles on the road that afternoon. They were definitely the only people out looking at road 
cuts in cyclothemes and coal beds. Dr. Cordua found a lodge in a county park for the next night and everyone 
weathered the second day of ice inside around a roaring fireplace. That trip also gave many students cultural 
shock. The group would spend a day going into downtown Washington D. C. to see the museums, riding the 
Metro through some rough districts. It was interesting seeing the students react as the racial mix in the subway 
car changed during the trip until the students were, for the first time in many of their lives, in a situation where 
they were the racial minority.  

 
On the Superior trip it is fun to show the students geology in places they had visited before as tourists. Since 

the trip involves much less driving, there is time to do many longer field problems and projects along the way, 
thus making it into a practical introduction of doing geology in the field. The many mines, particularly in 
Canada, were also very welcoming to student groups and gave thorough and exciting tours. The Superior trip 
also had its share of adventure. A bear stalked the group one evening outside the lodge where they were 
preparing dinner. The ranger had provided the group with a can of mace for this particular bear. When the bear 
began to get too close, Dr. Cordua went out to mace the bear. The bear knew the mace can and ran away before 
Dr. Cordua got close enough to use it. All went back into the lodge for the evening. When they returned to their 
tents, they found that the bear, disappointed at the lodge, had paid a visit to the tents, eating everything 
imaginable including the toothpaste.  

.  
In 2007 the trip went south to Texas again. Three days of rain was 

followed by glorious weather until we arrived in Big Bend. On our last 
morning there we awoke to a sandstorm, which threatened to blow the 
tents away. No breakfast that day until several hours later, and many miles 
away. It was also in Big Bend when we were attacked by Peccaries. This 
was the trip that also saw Apryl and Sam buried up to their necks in 
Monahans Sand Dunes. 

 
In 2010 we had another brush with disaster when, while camping in Dinosaur National Monument, one of 

the group got swept across the Green River and we had to get the rangers out to bring him back in a canoe since 
it was a several mile hike to the nearest bridge. They informed us that the river current is so strong that 
occasionally people would be pushed over and be unable to stand up again, and so drown in a foot or so of 
water. Not a pleasant thought. On that trip Steve Koehler again met up with the group in Craters of the Moon 
National Monument. He took us all to Yellowstone N.P. where his wife was one of the senior rangers. She 
arranged for us to see a family of bears (from a safe distance.) This was an experience that was a little difficult 
to top. We tried though. That year we walked out on the thermal pools in a deep mist (see picture above of Joe 
Trudeau in the mist) caused by the colder-then-normal weather–a truly strange experience. 

 

       
Steve with students – Obsidian Cliffs         Bear family in distance                   Steve photographs the bears 
 

In 2013 Ian Williams lead the trip to the Appalachians, retracing at times, routes originally developed by 
Bill Cordua. While at the KOA at Cherokee, North Carolina, the heavens opened and all the camping equipment 



was quickly drenched. Fortunately, the campground overseers took pity on our group and we spent the night 
snug in cabins. A couple of days later we met Alison Gale in Washington where she had arranged a tour of the 
Smithsonian collections. The students were very impressed by being able to stand with a bit of the Moon in one 
hand, and Mars in the other–meteorites can provide all sorts of exotic experiences. We finished our trip by 
visiting Drake’s well, the first oil well drilled in the US alongside Oil Creek in Northwest Pennsylvania. 

 
One aspect of our geology field trips was our ability to transport students at a reasonable cost. During the 

1980’s and 1990’s we used 15-passanger vans and had students drive. For trips in. the local area when we 
wanted to take a larger group we used the “College of Agriculture” bus – which was a red-painted school bus. 
Neither of these transportation options would still be available in the late 2000-teens. 

 
The problems with 15-passanger vans started in December 29th 1999, when a series of six 15-passenger van 

accidents took place in a three-month period. Besides the mode of transportation used they all had in common 
the fact that the van was being used to transport a college sports team, one of which came from the University of 
Wisconsin, and all experienced students being either killed or injured while driving a 15-passenger van. In all of 
these accidents, except one, the van rolled over during the accident. It was eventually discovered that fully 
loaded 15-passenger vans were 40% more likely to roll then fully loaded mini-vans49. As a result, by 2005 we 
could no longer use these vehicles.  This made regional field trips much more expensive. The 15-passanger van 
meant that we could take two (one faculty and 29 students) or three (one faculty and 44 students) for the 
gasoline costs of these vehicles. Once we had to use 7-passanger mini-vans the costs went up enormously. Not 
only that, but the smaller vans had a significantly reduced luggage load.  Actually, with some inventiveness, we 
were able to mitigate these problems to some extent. In 2005 Bob Baker took the 20-passenger bus “owned” by 
the Health and Human Performance department, and drove all the way to Florida and back himself! On one 
occasion (2007) one of our students, Roy Zeman (who, incidentally, graduated in 2010 at the age of 80!), 
brought along his truck, that accommodated most of the tents and reduced the packing problem significantly. 

 
The College of Agriculture red bus had long been problematical, since it’s parking brake did not work. This 

meant that on local field trips, when stopped at an outcrop that was not on a level road, you needed to have a 
student keep their foot on the foot-brake, when you jumped out to put a large rock (kept on the bus stairs) under 
the front wheel. Eventually this had to come to an end. Filling the bus up with gasoline involved driving over to 
facilities in order to use their pump. On one occasion Williams was doing this, but could not get the bus to 
remain still, several times having jumped out of the vehicle, but not being able to get the rock under the wheel in 
time (so the bus would roll back over the rock and he would have to jump back into the cab, to put the brake on 
again). One of the campus policemen was watching this pitiful performance and eventually came over to help. 
The remainder of the trip went off as planned, but at the beginning of the following semester the Dean had to 
inform the CAFES faculty that the bus was no more. This brought howls of anguish forth and many faculty 
swore vengeance on the awful individual who had “betrayed” them. Williams always suspected that Dean 
Rhode had known it was him, but had never let the cat out of the bag. 

 
  



Alumni Trips.    
 

During the 1990’s we established an Alumni Field trip, which was a very casual affair, 
essentially a day spent visiting local outcrops with any alumni who wished to attend. We 
provided transportation, breakfast and lunch, and this event allowed us to maintain links with 
our graduates. Trips were held in the falls of 1992, 1997, 2001, 2003, and 2005.  
 
Wisconsin State University Trips 
 

Every year the old Wisconsin State University campuses engaged in a cooperative field trip venture. 
Participating campuses were River Falls, Eau Claire, Oshkosh, Milwaukee (despite the fact that they had never 
actually been a WSU campus), Parkside and, despite only having a geology minor, Green Bay and Whitewater. 
River falls hosted these events multiple times since the 1960’s. As hosts, UWRF would run trips that had about 
six to eight stops, each prepared by and discussed by one or two students, all of whom contributed to a guide 
book published for the occasion. Trips were always to places that were within easy access of our campus, so as 
students could visit their localities for preparation. Initially trips were every year, but later on because every two 
years until 2010, at which point work-loads on the various campuses meant that the effort taken to conduct these 
trips became onerous, and they were terminated. Some of the trips hosted by River Falls were: 

The Geology of the St. Croix Valley, Wisconsin and Minnesota.  (5th WSU meeting: 1973) 
The Geology of the St. Croix Valley, Wisconsin and Minnesota.  (10th WSU meeting: 1978) 
Some Aspects of the Geology of Pierce and St. Croix Counties.  (19th WSU meeting: 1987) 
The Geology of the Mississippi-St. Croix Confluence Region.  (23rd WSU meeting: 1992) 
The Geology of the Spring Valley, Wisconsin Area.  (27th WSU meeting: 2000) 

 
Tri-State Geological Field Conference 
 

A longstanding field-trip tradition at our campus was participation in the annual Tri-State 
geological field conference. The three states involved were Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois and the 
field trips had been held from 1933 starting with a trip hosted by the Illinois State Geological Survey 
in the upper Illinois River Valley. These trips were usually held every other year, and would run in Wisconsin 
every sixth years. On many occasions they were held under the auspices of the State Geological Survey, but 
occasionally university departments would host the event, which we did on these two occasions: 

53rd: Oct. 13-15 1989: St. Croix River Valley. Paleogeography and structure of the St. Croix River Valley. 
68th: Oct. 5-7, 2007: River Falls and Rock Elm areas of Wisconsin. 
 

Education Abroad. 
 

In 2005/06 both Kerry Keen (hydrogeology, sedimentary geology and stratigraphy) and Ian Williams 
(structural geology and geophysics) decided that they might want to branch out and teach with the “Semester 
Abroad: Europe” (SA:E) program which was, at that time, looking for new faculty. Neither knew that the other 
had applied, but the SA:E faculty realized that both would be ideal for the program, and both were asked to join. 
After some discussion, it was decided that Williams would take the first available Fall with the program, in 
2008, and Keen would follow with a group in 2009. That meant that Kerry was Ian’s “assistant” in September 
2008, and they visited Paris, the annual jump-off city, together. Soon it was determined that the location that 
SA:E had found for students to stay in Paris, le Foyer International des Étudiantes, was right across the road 
from les Mines ParisTech (Paris School of Mines), which turned out to be very useful for geology students. 
Those first couple of years no geology students enrolled in the program, but with both teachers active in SA:E, it 
was not long before geology students started to participate, and the next time Kerry and Ian were there together, 
in 2015, three geology students were participating. One geology student, Rachel Crownhart, had enrolled in 
SA:E in 2002 prior to when Keen and Williams joined the program. SA:E is a semester of independent research 
abroad. Each student conducts a two-month research project at a fixed location in Europe. Three weeks are also 
set aside in the semester’s schedule to explore the continent. Below is a chart showing the students who have 
participated, their country of research, and their project. 
  



Year Student Name. Project Country. Project (title whern known).  
2002 Rachel Crownhart Scotland Geology of Skye. 
2008 Sara Flannigan Germany Fossils of the Solnhofen Quarry. 
2011 Jake Bunda England Geology of the Lizard, Cornwall. 
2013 Erin Peterson Italy Mama Etna: Sicilian Volcanism. 
2014 Patricia Mayer Croatia Cave Development in Croatia. 
2015 Brett Lacoy England Crustal Shortening in the Bude Area, Cornwall. 
2015 Sam Kirmis Italy Beach Sand Movement, Levanto, Italy. 
2015 Patricia Muchowski France Geochemical Investigations of Ocean Floor Basalts. 
2016 Jamshid Moshrefzadeh Iceland Lava Flow Petrology and Characteristics, Iceland. 
2016 Matt McNeil England/Portugal Clastic Sedimentary Structures Comparison. 
2017 Joe Henson Austria Fission Track Dating Techniques, Innsbruck. 
2019 Stephen Slivicki Italy Seismic Investigations, Bologna, Italy. 
2019 Joe Rice France Structure of the Saint Jean-de-Luz Area of France. 
2019 Amy Smith England Developing a Geol 101 Class across Southern England. 
2019 Leslie Ludtke England Sedimentary Rocks and Structures in Southern England. 
 
In addition to SA:E geology faculty have also participated in other international programs. Williams went to 

Scotland with the Wisconsin in Scotland program. later called “Experience Scotland,” in Spring 1991 and Fall 
2017 and once for a summer program in 2012.  He also served with the International Travelling Classroom in 
April, 2010, as a short-term teacher of Geology 101/102 based upon the Geology of the Pyrenees. The students 
visited localities in France (Saint-Jean-de-Luz, which ultimately lead to Joe Rice’s SA:E project), the Parc 
Natural de la Zona Volcànica de la Garrotxa (to see volcanic cones and rocks), Andorra (for glacial features) 
and Cap de Creus (to view metamorphic rocks). Dolliver has also been to visit Dalkeith House (the location of 
Experience Scotland) with a view to running a geology course there in the future. She was able to visit Hutton’s 
unconformity at Siccar Point, Scotland, in beautiful sunlight, a very rare event. 

 
 

  Holly Dolliver at Siccar Point, Scotland. 
 

International activities have allowed students to be introduced to classic and sometimes unique geology and 
to broaden their education by adding that international flavor, which has, in some cases, really enhanced their 
language abilities. 

 
In some cases students were able to work with European universities, such as when Jamshid (Justin) 

Moshrefzadeh spent the semester with Dr. Saemundur Halldorsson at the Institute of Earth Sciences at the 
University of Iceland in Reykyavik. During his SAE supervisory visit, Kerry Keen spent a day with Jamshid, 
including meeting his supervisor Dr. Halldorsson and visiting Askja, their beautiful Natural Sciences building. 
Later Kerry and Jamshid explored the Reykjanes peninsula.  Jamshid was excited to see the amazing volcanic 
features and landscapes. On that trip they stopped at some lava fields, wave-cut cliffs, cinder cones, rift grabens, 
hydrothermal vents, springs, pools, and an interior lake with interesting sedimentary deposits.  



 

                    
 

                    
 

                    
 

         



Patricia Mucowski was invited to spend her semester abroad at the Université Blaise Pascal in Clermont-Ferrand, 
France where she studied the geochemistry of basalts. Clermont-Ferrand is situated near le Puy de Dôme lava dome of le 
Massif Central, and Ian Williams, aas SA:E supervisor visited her there, and ascended the Puy in thick fog–so there was no 
view from the top that day 

 
Other students have devised projects that they completed without such assistance. Brett LaCoy mapped the Cornwall 

coastline near Bude and was able to make an estimate of the shortening produced in the Bude Formation at high structural 
levels in the Late Variscan orogeny. He worked with Dr. Roger Higgs, an expert on the area, who was able to guide him for 
a few days.  Sam Kirmis spent his semester analyzing beach processes at Levanto, Italy and while there found one of the 
best exposures of pillow lavas. Matt McNeil split his time between Cornwall and Portugal, looking at sedimentary 
structures. While in Portugal he was fortunate enough to receive some guidance concerning the packages of strata along the 
Almograve coast from Dr. Nuno Pimentel, who teaches at the ‘open-air’ university in Lisbon. Matt identified the packages 
by patterns in the amount of sandstone layers (thickness and frequency). Joe Rice spent time in southwest France living 
near Biarritz and looking at the folding exposed near Saint-Jean-de-Luz. Sara Flanningan, an Earth Science Education 
minor went to Munich in Germany and Ian Williams met her there and together they visited the the Solnhofen limestone 
quarry in Bavaria where detailed, Jurassic-age specimens of Archaeopteryx which are very detailed have been recovered. 

 
Leslie Ludtke and Amy Smith traveled together across southern England writing a field guide for a future GEOL 101 

class that might be taught there as part of the International Travelling Classroom (ITC). Ian Williams visited them in 
Cornwall and took them across the peninsula to see the chevron folding exposed near Bude. While there they were invited 
to be interviewed for a television program about backpacking hostels.    
  
 

 
 
 
  



Science Olympiad. 
 

Geology has participated in the Science Olympiad event, which was founded in 1984, regularly since 2004.  The events 
usually fall within one of three categories which change their titles from year to year.  We have prepared and administered 
events with topics ranging from remote sensing to plate tectonics to oceanography, maps and geomorphology. 
 
Dynamic Planet: 2004, 2009, 2016, 2017, 2018 
Oceanography:  2007, 2008, 2015, 2016 
Geological Mapping and Remote Sensing:  2004, 2005, 2014, 2015 
 

  



Mindes@UWRF. 
 

 

 
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/11509 
 

Assembled by ….          
 
Thanks: Many individuals have contributed to the writing of this history, but special thanks to Morgan 
Paavola, our University Archivist and Records Manager for the Chalmer Davee Library and also to Dr. 
Marshall Toman, retired from the English Department, for helping me keep this text understandable 
(with a nod to Oxford).  Thanks also to my colleagues in Plant and Earth Science, particularly Dr. Holly 
Dolliver, who have sent me links, articles and personal recollections that have all 
added to this story.  I am also in debt to Dr. Al Beaver, once Chair of our department, 
for his insights on events in the 1960’s, and to other geology faculty whose narratives 
are incorporated in this history.                                             
             

Ian Williams 
 Professor of Geology, 1982-2020 
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