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Through the Distinguished Award in 
Teaching Fulbright program, 

I traveled to the Netherlands and 
under the guidance of Dr. Arjen Wals, 

conducted research on sustainability education policy 
and implementation in school. I learned of the

importance of outside time, and how in many ways, this is
the begininning of sustainability education.  Moreover, I

observed systems thinking and circular economy in
practice through the Amsterdam Economics Board and
Circular Friesland, two economic initiatives promoting

sustainability education.
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Through residency in June 2019,
I met a tribe of like-minded
people, from all walks of life,
who have contributed to my

intellectual growth.  Through our
classes and discussions, my own

thinking has expanded and
evolved, and I am more

grounded in my ideas and my
interests.   

Sustainability education is so much more than
simply environmental conservation-it is about

equality and equity in all forms-social, economic,
ecological and cultural. It is essential for all

stakeholders to come together, from educational
institutes to NGOs to government entities to

business, and work on solving sustainability issues. 
 Most importantly, it's about creating a culture
where sustainability is inherently a part. What I

have pulled from both my experiences before this
program, what I have learned from this program,

and what I observed while abroad is that for
transformative learning to occur we have to create

learning environments where that is nourished.  
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I was searching for a place to
pull from my past experiences

in philosophy, 
education, writing, and policy 
 to envision a new possibility 
in what education can look 
like for the rural education. David 

Orr

Shari
Wilson

nathan
Hensley

Wendell
berry
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We must develop educational
standards and policy that
promotes sustainability

education to create lasting
change. A specific area of

interest and research is the use
of outdoor education to

promote transformative learning
experiences for students. 
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Green School Yards 

Economic model 
for sustainability

Sustainable poverty 
alleviation NGO

National Journey 
ESD Netherlands

Sustainable 
housing development

NGO assisting schools to
implement SDGs in their

curriculum and instruction

Global sustainable 
schools program

Circular fashion 
initiative in Amsterdam

Economic and social model 
adopted in the 

region Friesland, NL based on 
the circular economy model
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