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Introduction

Everything we do at the Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC), a library 
of the School of Education at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, begins and 
ends with books. They are the focus of most of our reference work and they form 
the basis of our outreach services. They are the work we take home almost every 
night, and often what we talk about when we return the next morning.
 The CCBC serves as a statewide book examination center, and we received 
review copies of approximately 3,500 new books for children and young adults 
published in 2018. This included the majority of the trade books published 
in English by large corporate publishers in the United States as well as books 
from some smaller U.S. and Canadian trade publishers, some U.S. educational 
publishers, and some small-press and independently published books.
 CCBC librarians read extensively—although we can’t read everything—to 
create CCBC Choices (and the thematic bibliographies on our web site based on 
Choices recommendations). Our goal is to develop an annual list of outstanding 
titles for youth from birth through high-school age.
 As we read throughout the year and begin to build the Choices bibliography, 
we are looking for books that stand out for literary and artistic quality; we are 
also looking for accuracy and authenticity. We may choose a book because it 
offers unique or unusual content, especially when we know there is a need for and 
interest in books on its topic based on our discussions with individuals working 
directly with children and teens.
 Our goal is to create a diverse list of titles that offers something for everyone; 
as well as a list that reflects the many and varied experiences and identities of 
children and teens today.
 Each one of us brings different experiences, tastes, and perspectives to our 
reading. There are many books one or more of us appreciated that are not in this 
edition of CCBC Choices. Some are titles we didn’t all agree on; others are books 
we liked, just not quite enough to make them a Choice. Sometimes a book arrived 
too late for us to consider it for inclusion. Sometimes, we simply missed a great 
read.

Publishing in 2018
As we read hundreds of books to consider for inclusion in this edition of CCBC 
Choices, and as we examined and documented each of the thousands of 2018 titles 
that arrived at the library, we noticed a few things worth commenting on.
 We noticed, for example, that there were a number of exciting children’s 
and young adult literature debuts from authors and illustrators of color and First/
Native Nations. Among them were Elizabeth Acevedo (The Poet X), Hilda Eunice 
Burgos (Ana María Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle ), Kheryn Callender (Hurricane 
Child), Maxine Beneba Clarke (The Patchwork Bike), Adib Khorram (Darius the 
Great Is Not Okay), Henry Lien (Peasprout Chen: Future Legend of Skate and Sword), 
Oge Mora (Thank You, Omu), Dawn Quigley (Apple in the Middle), Randy Ribay 
(After the Shot Drops), Mary Louise Sanchez (The Wind Called My Name), Jamillah 
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Thompkins-Bigelow (Mommy’s Khimar), Ngozi Ukazu (Check, Please!) and Kelly 
Yang (Front Desk). And that’s only some of them.
 We noticed smaller publishing endeavors continuing to make critical inroads 
in responding to the ongoing need for books that accurately and authentically 
reflect many aspects of diverse cultures and identities today. We are grateful to the 
contributions of publishers like Alaska Northwest and SeaLaska Heritage Institute, 
whose “Raven” tales included in this edition of Choices also kept the 398 section of 
our shelves from being bare as folktales were hard to find this year.
 We continued to notice how many picture books feature brown-skinned 
protagonists with no specific cultural or ethnic identifiers as part of the depiction, 
and wonder whether these books truly serve as what critic and scholar Rudine Sims 
Bishop calls “mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors.” We’re skeptical, even as 
we appreciate many of them for their stories, and for the decision to not default to 
white protagonists.
 We saw groundbreaking books for young children that move away from 
binary gender norms and expand LGBTQ+ offerings for young readers, including 
Julián Is a Mermaid and Jerome By Heart. We spent time considering Julián in light 
of the author being neither Latinx or LGBTQ, both essential aspects of the story, 
but decided that what the book offers is too important to not include it on our list.
 We saw—as we always see—incredible creativity in writing and artistry, from 
Yuyi Morales’s Dreamers and Laura Vaccaro Seeger’s Blue to M. T. Anderson’s and 
Eugene Yelchin’s singular collaboration on The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge; 
Elizabeth Partridge’s arresting Boots on the Ground and Gail Jarrow’s riveting 
Spooked! (even as we continue to hunger for more substantial literary non-fiction) 
to Duncan Tonatiuh’s expansive Undocumented.
 And we saw books reflecting and responding to the current political and 
social climate in our country and around the world, in ways both overt (We Rise, 
We Resist, We Raise Our Voices; Dreamers; The Unwanted; Unpresidented) and more 
subtle (I Walk with Vanessa; Blood Water Paint).

2018 By the Numbers
For years, the CCBC has been known for documenting the number of 
multicultural books we receive each year. We are continuing to gather those 
numbers, but the 2018 publishing year marked a change in how we are doing 
it. Rather than keeping track only of books we receive that are by and about 
people of color and from First/Native Nations, we are documenting the content 
of EVERY book we receive, making note not just of race and ethnicity, including 
whiteness, but of many other aspects of identity, from whether main characters 
are LGBTQ+ to their religion (when indicated), to whether the book is about a 
non-human character.
 This shift marks a good time to also change where and how we document 
these numbers. For years, we have done so in this introduction to CCBC Choices, 
but the numbers we printed were often out-of-date by the time the booklet was 
published, as additional books trickled in after our copy deadline.
 We have always maintained up-to-date numbers on our web site, and from 
this point forward we will make our web site the source for this information (along 
with an annual press release, which will also be updated by numbers on the web 
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site). As in recent years, we will use the CCBC blog to dive more deeply into each 
year’s numbers, exploring various dimensions of what we observe.
 You can find our annual statistics on the web site at:
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/books/pcstats.asp
while blog posts appear at: http://ccblogc.blogspot.com/
 Still, we do have one number to report: 258. That’s how many books we 
recommend in this edition of CCBC Choices. Among them are books that are 
funny, and books that broke our hearts. Books that inform, and books that 
entertain. Books that are windows, books that are mirrors, and books that are 
sliding glass doors. Sometimes a single book was all of these things and more to 
one or more of us.
 We hope the same is true for you and, more important, the children and 
teens for whom you will be reading and choosing.

CCBC Choices 2019  Introduction
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Organization of CCBC Choices 2019

CCBC Choices is arranged by thematic and format categories (see the Table of 
Contents for a complete list).
 Picture books about people who actually lived or are still living or actual 
events in the past or present have been placed in Historical People, Places, and 
Events; Contemporary People, Places, and Events; The Arts (if the focus is more on 
their artistic work); or the Biography, Autobiography and Memoir section, unless 
the narrative is purely fictionalized.
 Novels, regardless of subject, have been placed in one of the Fiction categories.
 Picture books and poetry about holidays, observances, and seasons have been 
placed in Seasons and Celebrations. Picture books intentionally inviting both 
inward and outward reflection are in Understanding Oneself and Others.
 Graphic novels are assessed individually based on content and placed in the 
category that best suits each individual title depending on whether it is fiction 
or nonfiction. Appendix II identifies all informational non-fiction books in this 
edition of Choices.
 The subject index can be used to find books about specific subjects and topics 
(e.g., Anxiety, Dogs, Friendship) and in specific genres and formats (“Graphic 
Novels,” “Historical Fiction,” “Fantasy,” etc.).

Publication Information
All of the books in CCBC Choices 2019 have a 2018 release date in the United 
States, although a few may indicate an earlier publication date. The citation for 
each book includes the 13-digit international standard book number (ISBN) for 
the edition in the CCBC collection. Most of the books are available in hardcover 
trade editions. Some are also, or only, available in library editions with reinforced 
bindings. A few are only, or also, available in paperback. Many are also available 
as e-books.

Annotations and Age Recommendations
We write the annotations in CCBC Choices to give a sense of the book and qualities 
we appreciate about it. The suggested age ranges for each title are general guidelines 
based on appeal and accessibility of the content. We know that some children 
and teens are ready for and will enjoy books recommended for older readers. Our 
suggested age recommendations cannot substitute for professional judgment and 
personal knowledge of individual readers, classrooms, and communities.
 There is considerable overlap of audience in the two picture book categories 
as well as in the two fiction categories. If you are looking for picture books for early 
elementary, you will find some in both picture book categories; similarly, you will 
find books for early middle school in both fiction categories. For consistency of 
organization, we have divided the books as follows:
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•  Picture Books for Young Children: lower age recommendation is 3 or 
younger (e.g., Ages 1–4, Ages 3–7)

•  Picture Books for School-Age Children: lower age recommendation is 4 or 
older (e.g., Ages 4–7, Ages 6–9)

•  Fiction for Children: lower age recommendation is 10 or younger 
(e.g., Ages 9–12, Ages 10–14)

•  Fiction for Young Adults: lower age recommendation is 11 or older 
(e.g., Ages 11–15, Age 13 and older)
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Science, Technology,  
and the Natural World

Ben-Barak, Idan. Do Not Lick This Book. Illustrated by Julian Frost. 
Microscope photographs by Linnea Rundgren. A Neal Porter Book / 
Roaring Brook Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–250–17536–6)

This playful, interactive introduction to microbes invites readers to travel with 
Min, an E. coli microbe, to the pages of a book, front tooth, shirt, and belly 
button. Microscope photographs reveal the familiar locations as unrecognizable 
terrain, each hosting their own microbe population. Min is joined at each 
destination by another microbe, including streptococcus, fungus, and 
corynebacterium, all represented as comic caricatures. Humor and facts work 
together in this clever primer for young scientists. (Ages 4–8)

Bierregaard, Rob. Belle’s Journey: An Osprey Takes Flight. Illustrated by 
Kate Garchinsky. Charlesbridge, 2018. 106 pages (978–1–58089–792–1)

Rob Bierregaard, or “Dr. B,” has been studying ospreys since 1971. One summer 
on Martha’s Vineyard, he and his partner attach a tiny satellite to a fledgling they 
name Belle. They observe and monitor Belle as she learns to fly and catch fish. 
When she leaves on her first migratory journey at the end of the summer, they 
have only the transmitter to follow Belle, who flies straight over the Atlantic, 
getting caught in a hurricane before heading south. She stays for 1.5 years in 
South America before heading home, up through Florida and along the coast. 
Although Bierregaard had no way of knowing many of the specifics of Belle’s 
experiences, he’s used informed conjecture based on his knowledge of ospreys 
to create an engaging, highly dramatic narrative grounded in fact. The inclusion 
of two children, George and Ella, who met Dr. B the summer he tagged Belle 
and follow her journey online through the satellite transmissions, sometimes 
emailing him questions when they’re worried, adds another wonderful element 
to this informational book featuring occasional full-page and spot illustrations. 
(Ages 8–11)

Castaldo, Nancy F. Back from the Brink: Saving Animals from Extinction. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 168 pages (978–0–544–95343–7)

Following an opening chapter detailing efforts that led to passage of the 
Endangered Species Act in in 1973, subsequent chapters focus on efforts 
to save 7 species: whooping cranes, wolves, bald eagles, giant Galápagos 
tortoises, California condors, American alligators, and American bison. Each 
chapter includes the reason(s) the species’ population declined (often multiple 
factors, including specific types of pollution impacting mortality or ability to 
reproduce, hunting, and destruction of habitat) as well as information about 
one or more efforts to bring that animal back from the brink. (The work of the 
International Crane Foundation in Baraboo is the main focus of the chapter 
on whooping cranes.) Sidebars throughout provide intriguing tidbits, whether 
debunking myths about “big bad wolves,” profiling a father/daughter duo who 
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have volunteered to help condors, or providing more information on specific 
legislation, or kinds of pollution. Color photographs add appeal throughout, 
while a final “Call to Action” chapter suggests ways to get involved. The ample 
end matter includes where to go for more information on each of the efforts and 
animals profiled, a glossary, and index. (Ages 10–14)

Cherrix, Amy. Backyard Bears: Conservation, Habitat Changes, and 
the Rise of Urban Wildlife. (Scientists in the Field) Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2018. 73 pages (978–1–328–85868–9)

This exploration of the intersection of wildlife and human populations in urban 
and suburban areas opens with four wildlife biologists studying the growing 
black bear population in and near Asheville, North Carolina. Their study 
acknowledges the challenges (and rewards) to humans who regularly encounter 
urban bears, dispels some misinformation about the species, and describes 
practical ways that co-living can be managed. Information gained from bears 
fitted with radio collars helps the biologists predict behavior and recommend 
ways to keep both bears and humans safe. Final chapters delve into how humans 
have historically made poor decisions involving interaction with wildlife, with 
outcomes that often threaten animal habitat and food supply. Other species that 
have adapted to encroaching urban landscapes are briefly presented, including 
leopards in Mumbai, wild boars in Berlin, and feral chickens in Hawaii. 
(Ages 9–13)

Desmond, Jenni. The Elephant. Enchanted Lion, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–59270–264–0)

An author’s note at the beginning of this fascinating informational picture 
book states that the number of elephant species has gone from more than three 
hundred at one time to only two surviving today. This startling fact will likely 
stick with readers as they follow a brown-skinned boy wearing a red crown 
cracking open a picture book about elephants. The boy—and readers—learn 
about the differences between the two elephant species; behaviors; physical 
descriptions; elephant senses, such as hearing and touch; baby elephant-rearing; 
appetite and diet; and the importance of elephants to other animals and plants. 
Although the boy occasionally feels intrusive to the narrative, he is handily 
integrated into the beautiful illustrations to demonstrate tusk size and the way 
that elephants walk on their toes. The highly readable text imparts a sense of 
respect, awe, and admiration of an animal population in need of protection. 
(Ages 6–10)

Fleming, Denise. This Is the Nest That Robin Built. Beach Lane Books, 
2018. 32 pages (978–1–4814–3083–8)

When Robin builds her nest, she makes use of the handiwork of many other 
creatures in this “House That Jack Built” accounting of the effort and its 
aftermath. Squirrel trimmed twigs “not too big,” Dog brought string “long and 
strong,” Horse shared straw, Pig mixed mud, Rabbit picked grass, and so on. 
When the nest is ready, there are eggs “brittle and blue,” and eventually nestlings 
“tufted and pink,” who turn into fledglings “rumpled and ruffled and ready to 
fly. Good … Bye.” The energetic text is built on rhythm and exemplary word 
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choice—terrific action verbs and adjectives abound—and set against captivating 
illustrations that celebrate the natural world, done in Fleming’s trademark 
combination of printmaking techniques and collage. (Ages 3–7)

Gardner, Kate. Lovely Beasts: The Surprising Truth. Illustrated by Heidi 
Smith. Balzer + Bray, 2018. 48 pages (978–0–06–274161–5)

A handful of familiar animals each are introduced with a word describing a 
sensational or negative trait often associated with that species. The word is paired 
with a striking illustration reinforcing that perspective, such as an adult gorilla 
appearing appropriately “Fierce.” But a page turn offers another look at the 
same animal through a positive, often unexpected lens. The intimidating gorilla 
is also a “papa” who constructs soft nests for its offspring and uses grooming as 
a means of sustaining relationships. Hedgehogs are “prickly … but gentle,” a 
shark is a “sharp-toothed … guardian,” and an octopus is a “slimy … genius.” 
Each positive trait is expanded upon with a few descriptive sentences and an 
illustration exemplifying the characteristic. A highly effective use of negative 
space and stunning charcoal pencil and Adobe Photoshop illustrations add 
drama to this exceptional animal book for young children. (Ages 2–5)

Gianferrari, Maria. Hawk Rising. Illustrated by Brian Floca. Roaring 
Brook Press, 2018. 40 pages (978–1–62672–096–1)

As a girl watches from her window and yard through the course of a single day, 
a pair of red-tailed hawks care for their chicks nesting in a cedar tree. While the 
female hawk stays on the nest, the male hunts for prey, missing a chipmunk and 
a sparrow before delivering a squirrel to his young just as the sun is setting. The 
drama of the hunt and the necessity of the kill are balanced by the dependency 
of the hungry nestlings on the success of their parent’s effort. A lyrical text and 
the ink and watercolor illustrations document the realistic work of an avian 
predator, while returning at intervals to the earthbound girl and her mother, 
both brown-skinned with straight black hair. (Ages 4–8)

Gravel, Elise. The Mushroom Fan Club. Translated from the French. U.S. 
edition: Drawn & Quarterly, 2018. 54 pages (978–1–77046–322–6)

In this delightfully offbeat informational book with a friendly, engaging 
narrative and comic-style art, mushrooms take center stage. The silliness of 
the illustrations, including mushrooms with googly eyes, is part of the overall 
charm, but so, too, is the author’s enthusiasm, whether she’s describing 
mushroom hunting with her children, or some of her many favorite types 
(many are not edible, while some, she cautions, are downright deadly). The 
interplay of narrative and art offers moments of laugh-out-loud humor, while 
Gravel’s appreciation is boundless, whether commenting on the poetry of 
mushroom names (Pink Disco, Cat Dapperling, Whiskery Milkcap, Devil’s 
Fingers…) or the quirkiness of their appearance. Gravel cautions readers about 
the importance of not eating unknown mushrooms, but most of all encourages 
them go outside and see what they can find. (Ages 8–12)
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Hale, Christy. Water Land: Land and Water Forms around the World. 
A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Brook Press, 2018. 24 pages 
(978–1–250–15244–2)

Cleverly designed die-cut pages visually transform water forms into land 
forms—or the reverse— with each page turn. The land and water forms are 
clearly labeled on page spreads that feature colorful printed texture-and-digitally 
layered illustrations. “Lake,” with a boy fishing from a rowboat and a girl 
running through falling leaves on shore, becomes “island” with a page turn. 
The same fishing boy is now drifting in a much larger body of water, while 
the girl sends SOS signals from her fire on a deserted desert island. Touches of 
humor are added to many scenes by the antics of people on or near the water 
or land forms. A final, multi-page foldout provides one sentence definitions 
of each form (including bay, strait, system of lakes, gulf, island, cape, isthmus, 
archipelago, and peninsula), examples from around the world, and a global map 
pinpointing the location of some of these. (Ages 3–8)

McGuinness, Jane. Prickly Hedgehogs! Candlewick Press, 2018. 24 pages 
(978–0–7636–9880–5)

Charm and information share the stage in this easy informational book about 
hedgehogs. Their protective spines, nocturnal lives, and the raising of baby 
hoglets are all described, as well as the dangers they face from vehicles and 
badgers. The creatures’ diet, including wood lice, centipedes, and butterflies, 
is vital as they gain weight in preparation for their winter hibernation. A short 
final note states that none of the 17 species of hedgehogs are found in the wild 
in North America, and that it is illegal to keep them as pets in many places. 
Mixed-media illustrations showcase infinitely appealing hedgehogs (sporting an 
anthropomorphic smile) in their natural environment throughout the changing 
seasons. (Ages 4–8)

Montgomery, Sy. The Hyena Scientist. Photographs by Nic Bishop. 
(Scientists in the Field) Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 71 pages 
(978–0–544–63511–1)

Michigan State University’s Kay Holekamp’s 30 years of research on the spotted 
hyena has revealed that the species doesn’t deserve the negative stereotype of sly 
scavenger it is so often assigned. Her field work in Masai Mara, Kenya, using 
a non-threatening observation method, has expanded scientific knowledge of 
the animal’s hunting behavior, vocalizations, and clan social structure. Chapters 
describing daily observation outings are interspersed with fascinating spotlights 
on the humans involved, including Kay’s path to her current expert status, 
her diverse crew of young American students, a Kenyan research assistant, and 
the extraordinary chain of events that brought 69-year-old Dee, a one-time 
zookeeper (and supervisor of Kay’s high school internship) to her job as data 
manager and assistant on the hyena study. Abundant photographs highlight the 
hyenas and their habitat, as well as the scientists at work. (Ages 9–13)
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Motum, Markus. Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover. Candlewick Press, 
2018. 48 pages (978–0–7636–9504–0)

Told in the first-person voice of wheeled robot that has been exploring Mars 
since 2012, an easy-to-follow account gives an overview of the science leading 
up to the creation of the rover, how the rover works, the launch into space for its 
253-day journey to Mars, the tenuous landing, and a sampling of information 
that has been sent back to NASA in the past eight years. The large size of the 
picture book gives readers a sense of the enormity of the operation, of space, and 
of the barren landscape on the red planet. Mixed-media illustrations include 
details that will help young readers understand the mission, and they give 
Curiosity as much personality as a robot can have without detracting from the 
scientific information of the text. (Ages 4–8)

Poliquin, Rachel. Beavers. Illustrated by Nicholas John Frith. (The 
Superpower Field Guide) Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 96 pages 
(978–0–544–94987–4)

Chainsaw Teeth! Paws of Power! Turbocharged Superstink! These are just a 
few of the beaver attributes presented as superpowers in an entertaining work 
of nonfiction that is simultaneously silly and chockful of information. Elmer 
Beaver and his partner Irma serve as ambassadors of their species in a volume 
that covers topics including beavers’ near-extinction in the past (due to the 
popularity of beaver fur hats), the art of dam construction, and their vital role 
in wetland water management. Retro-style illustrations and occasional quizzes 
(True or false: “Elmer and Irma sometimes rent out rooms in their lodge to 
muskrats, visiting voles, and other such folk.”) contribute to the guide’s comic 
sensibility and appeal. (True! “... beavers don’t mind sharing their homes with a 
muskrat or two. They even charge rent, of sorts. I once saw a muskrat take out 
the dirty bedding and replace it with clean reeds.”) (Ages 7–12)

Rosenstock, Barb. Otis and Will Discover the Deep: The Record-Setting 
Dive of the Bathysphere. Illustrated by Katherine Roy. Little, Brown, 
2018. 44 pages (978–0–316–39382–9)

As a child Otis Barton loved the ocean and dreamed of seeing the deep. He 
even invented a wood helmet with glass windows, enlisting the help of a friend 
to pump air into the helmet with a bike pump so that Otis could explore the 
harbor. Years later, Otis, an engineering student, teamed up with Will Beebe, 
the director of research at the Bronx Zoo. Beebe was intrigued by the deep 
ocean after diving off the Galápagos Islands, and Otis believed he could help 
him develop a diving tank. The resulting Bathysphere, a 5,000-lb hollow metal 
sphere with small windows, was barely big enough to fit the two men. They 
crawled inside and were lowered a terrifying 800 feet into the ocean. They 
persevered despite a leaky window, claustrophobia, and the constant threat 
of death by pressurized water if the hatch bolts were to break. The dramatic 
narrative, illustrated with pen-and-ink and watercolors, culminates in a double-
fold-out wordless page spread showing the Bathysphere as a tiny light shining 
in in the midst of the vast ocean depths. (Ages 7–11)
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Schmalzer, Sigrid. Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean: Remembering 
Chinese Scientist Pu Zhelong’s Work for Sustainable Farming. Illustrated 
by Melanie Linden Chan. Tilbury House, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–88448–404–2)

A fictional narrator recounts real-life scientist Pu Zhelong’s pest-control efforts 
with Chinese farmers in the province of Guangdong. Known in the 1960s 
and 1970s for their lychees and rice, village farmers struggled to eradicate 
the stinkbugs and leafroller moths that wreaked havoc on their crops. When 
they began using chemical pesticides, the problem seemed to be solved—until 
the pests returned even stronger the next year, forcing the farmers to up their 
pesticide use in what quickly became an increasingly poisonous and futile cycle. 
Pu Zhelong, who lived in the city of Guangzhou and had studied in the United 
States, traveled to the village to help the farmers implement a natural form of 
pest control: wasps that lay their eggs inside moth eggs, destroying the moth 
larvae before they have a chance to hatch. Cooperation between the initially 
reluctant village farmers and Pu Zhelong represents the merging of the concepts 
of soil (“local, rural, humble, and Chinese”) and ocean (“foreign, modern, elite, 
and Western”), with the goal of achieving environmentally sustainable—and 
effective—pest control. (Ages 6–10)

Shetterly, Margot Lee, with Winifred Conkling. Hidden Figures: The 
True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race. Illustrated by Laura 
Freeman. Harper, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–06–274246–9)

“Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden 
were good at math. Really good.” In the late 1940s and early 1950s, Dorothy, 
Mary and Katherine went to work for the U.S. space agency (now NASA) as 
computers—people who calculated complex math. The three African American 
women fought racism, sexism, stereotypes, and segregation within and beyond 
the agency to take charge of the trajectory of their careers. Christine joined 
NASA in 1967 to work on the Apollo 11 mission, knowing her dream of being 
an engineer was made possible in part because of the three African American 
women who broke ground before her. An energetic narrative focuses on each 
woman in turn while offering a unifying sense of individual and collective 
challenges, contributions, and accomplishments. This terrific informational 
picture book is based on Shetterly’s adult book (not the movie it inspired). The 
illustrations feature a variety of engaging compositions and scenes. The end 
matter includes brief biographies telling more about each of the four women’s 
lives, along with a glossary and author’s note. (Ages 6–9)

Thornhill, Jan. The Triumphant Tale of the House Sparrow. Groundwood 
Books, 2018. 44 pages (978–1–77306–006–4)

Beginning about 12,000 years ago, house sparrows in the Middle East stopped 
migrating and started nesting near humans, who had begun to grow grain. As 
agriculture spread into other countries and continents and people immigrated 
to the United States, the ever-adaptable and prolific house sparrow followed, 
often quickly becoming a pest. People in many countries, in fact, have made 
creative and largely futile attempts to rid themselves of the troublesome birds. 
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Within the last century, however, changes in housing (no more thatched 
roofs), transportation (no more grain-filled horse manure on streets), and 
farming (introduction of herbicides and pesticides) have caused a decline in the 
house sparrow population throughout the world. Scientists now believe house 
sparrows can provide us with information about pollutants or other dangers: 
If such an adaptable animal is dying, could humans also be in harm’s way? 
Readers will look at sparrows with new eyes after taking in this absorbing and, 
yes, triumphant account. (Ages 8–12)

Walker, Sally M. Champion: The Comeback Tale of the American Chestnut 
Tree. Henry Holt, 2018. 136 pages (978–1–250–12523–1)

A fungus wiped out the majority of the majestic American chestnut trees in 
the first part of the 20th century. This fascinating account documents how 
the fungus was identified, and three scientific programs to bring the American 
chestnut back from the brink. An inoculation program injects a weaker form 
of the fungus, found in Japanese and Chinese chestnuts, into infected trees. If 
it spreads it turns the deadly fungus into a milder form of blight the trees can 
survive. (A stand of trees near West Salem, Wisconsin, is one of the test sites.) 
In the backcross breeding program, healthy American chestnuts are bred with 
blight-resistant Chinese chestnuts. Resistant offspring are crossed with another 
American chestnut until there is a blight-resistant sixth-generation tree that is 
mostly American chestnut. The first of these were planted in forests in 2009. 
The third effort is a high-tech: wheat genes that produce oxalate oxidase (OxO), 
which breaks down the oxalic acid that the killer fungus produces, are injected 
into American chestnut embryos in hopes the resulting trees will be healthy. 
Science is accessible and engaging in this real-world, problem-solving mystery 
that includes outstanding documentation and a treasure trove of intriguing back 
matter. (Age 11 and older)

White, Dianne. Who Eats Orange? Illustrated by Robin Page. Beach 
Lane, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–5344–0408–3)

An ingenious color concept / early science book repeatedly asks and answers 
the question “Who eats...?” as a means of presenting basic information in a 
pleasingly playful way. The striking illustrations of 24 animals from six different 
ecosystems, along with the colorful foods they eat, are set against a stark white 
background to make the colors pop. The narrative introduces familiar animals 
(rabbit, rooster, goat, and pig) before moving on to less familiar ones, and each 
grouping of animals not only eats food of the same color but also lives in the 
same ecosystem. Notes at the back of the book give additional information 
about each species, but the core of the text for preschoolers sets up a strong 
pattern that will invite prediction, observation, and scientific inquiry. The 
predictive pattern is broken with two of the animals, which will cause young 
children to stop, observe, and think in order to puzzle it out. (Ages 3–5)
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Seasons and Celebrations

Cummins, Lucy Ruth. Stumpkin. Atheneum, 2018. 48 pages 
(978–1–5344–1362–7)

On the sidewalk outside a city shop is a cheery display of bright orange 
pumpkins. But one pumpkin knows he’s different. He’s a stemless pumpkin. 
A stumpkin. The shopkeeper’s black cat likes Stumpkin, but no one else seems 
to want him as one by one other pumpkins are chosen and later appear as jack-
o-lanterns in the windows of nearby apartments. When even a gnarled yellow 
gourd is taken home to be transformed into a Halloween visage before the 
shop closes on Halloween night, Stumpkin’s future looks pretty grim... Humor 
and pathos are perfectly balanced in a picture book that is also a masterful 
pairing of words and pictures. The illustrations rendered in gouache, pencil, 
ink, and brush marker are black-and-white on cream-colored pages, with 
pumpkin-orange (of course) and hints of green for stems (or stump) as accent. 
The humans are all faceless silhouettes, the pumpkins incredibly expressive. 
The narrative is perfectly paced, guileless, and open-hearted—of course we care 
about Stumpkin, whose story is poignant, and sweetly triumphant. (Ages 4–9)

Henkes, Kevin. Winter Is Here. Illustrated by Laura Dronzek. 
Greenwillow, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–06–274718–1)

Comforting illustrations with wintry hues—deep blues, bright blues, grays and 
whites—and cozy scenes featuring animals, brightly clad children, and snow 
and wind and ice, grace the pages of this picture book in which the lush acrylic 
artwork amplifies keen observations about the season expressed in the sparkling 
narrative. Winter is “falling …dripping … sticking ... reaching …crouching 
….settling” in fresh, vivid descriptions. Winter sits softly (snow), but can also 
be hard (ice). It is inside and outside. Quiet and loud. “The wind howls in every 
language.” Winter is clothing: boots and vests and scarves and mittens and lots 
of zippers. And winter stays…and stays, until it “shrinks away bit by bit … 
peeking back then moving on.” To spring, of course. An artful picture book 
offering delight in the language, the images, and the harmony of their pairing. 
Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 3–6)

Jenkins, Emily. All-of-a-Kind Family Hanukkah. Illustrated by Paul O. 
Zelinsky. Schwartz & Wade, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–399–55419–3)

Gertie, 4, is youngest of five sisters and eager to be part of her family’s Hanukkah 
preparations. But when Mama says Gertie is too little to peel or grate potatoes 
or fry the latkes in schmaltz, a spectacular tantrum is the result, and Gertie is 
sent to her room to wait until supper. Feeling sorry for herself, and certain her 
family must miss her, Gertie waits, and waits, for Mama to return. It’s Papa 
who finally appears, drawing Gertie out of her mood and back into the fold 
of her family. In fact, Gertie gets to help light the first Hanukkah candle, and 
Mama serves the first latke to her. This original story is based on the characters 
originated by Sydney Taylor in her “All-of-a-Kind Family” stories about a Jewish 
family on the Lower East Side of New York city in 1912. Gertie’s frustration is 
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relatable to every young child, while the love, warmth and good humor in her 
family provide a deep sense of security. Cozy yet spirited illustrations add to the 
abundant appeal of the story, while endnotes provide additional context for the 
history of the characters, the setting, and the Hanukkah celebration. (Ages 4–8)

Singh, Rina. Holi Colors. Orca, 2018. 24 pages (978–1–4598–1849–1)
This color concept board book revolves around the Hindu Holi celebration of 
spring. A rhyming text describes the colors in terms connected to the natural 
world—marigold orange, sunset red, peacock blue, tree green—while shining 
photographs show young children and families participating in a colorful 
Holi celebration, which includes tossing colored powders. A note at books’ 
end explains the powders are called “gulal” and that the celebration of the love 
between Lord Krishna and his beloved, Radha, is known as the festival of colors. 
(Ages 2–4)

Sorell, Traci. We Are Grateful / Otsaliheliga. Illustrated by Frané Lessac. 
Charlesbridge, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–58089–772–3)

Throughout the year Cherokee people express their gratitude with the 
word “otsaliheliga” as “a reminder to celebrate our blessings and reflect on 
struggles.” Beginning in fall, the book moves through the year, touching on 
seasons, ceremonies, celebrations, and everyday cultural practices and daily 
life, all instances in which Cherokee say “otsaliheliga.” Cherokee words are 
integrated into the text, with pronunciations and the words written in the 
Cherokee syllabary at the bottom of the page on which they appear. Notes 
at the end provide more information about objects, games, historical events, 
and ceremonies mentioned in the book, as well as the lived experiences of the 
author and various cultural experts she spoke to in her research. The naïve 
style illustrations use bold, bright colors and show a variety of contemporary 
Cherokee people in a single community. (Ages 4–8)

Folklore, Mythology,  
and Traditional Literature

Atwater, Barbara J., and Ethan J. Atwater, retellers. How Raven Got His 
Crooked Nose: An Alaskan Dena’ina Fable. Illustrated by Mindy Dwyer. 
Alaska Northwest Books, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–51326–095–2)

As a Dena’ina girl and her grandmother pick berries and clean salmon, the 
grandmother tells the story of how Chulyen, Raven, got his crooked nose. 
In the story within this story, vain Raven has lost his nose while Chida, a 
grandmother, has found a strange object that she can’t identify, but she knows it 
will make a good tool. Chida uses the new tool so often to scrape and clean that 
it starts to show wear. Raven, seeing Chida has his nose, comes up with a plan 
to scare her away from her house so he can steal it back. He’s successful, but his 
nose is so worn from all the use, and he jams it on so quickly, that it’s crooked 
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forever after. This entertaining pourquoi tale uses two art styles to delineate the 
framing story from the Raven’s tale. Dena’ina words appear throughout, with 
a pronunciation guide at the bottoms of the pages and a glossary in the back. 
(Ages 5–8)

McKissack, Patricia C. Who Will Bell the Cat? Illustrated by Christopher 
Cyr. Holiday House, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–8234–3700–9)

A group of barn mice have a brilliant idea: If they can put a bell around the 
cat’s neck, they’d always know when she was coming and could hide. Through 
industrious teamwork they find the necessary materials to make a collar with a 
bell, but how will they ever get it around the cat’s neck? After a couple of well-
planned but unsuccessful attempts, the mice serendipitously get help from a 
little girl, part of a family of “giants” that’s just moved in. McKissack’s modern 
(and extended) version of a medieval fable is illustrated with detailed paintings 
that show the humans at the end of the book as African American. (Ages 4–7)

Raven and the Tide Lady. Adapted from texts by Kaasgéiy Susie James, 
Ḵeixwnéi Nora Marks Dauenhauer, and Richard Dauenhauer, with 
contributions by Pauline Duncan, Hannah Lindoff, and SHI staff. 
Illustrated by Michaela Goade. Sealaska Heritage Institute, 2018. 40 
pages (978–1–946019–23–3)

Raven Makes the Aleutians. Adapted from texts by Kaasgéiy Susie 
James, Shaadaax’ Robert Zuboff, Ḵeixwnéi Nora Marks Dauenhauer, 
and Richard Dauenhauer, with contributions by SHI staff. Illustrated by 
Janine Gibbons. Sealaska Heritage Institute, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–946019–22–6)

Raven Loses His Nose. Adapted from texts by Kaasgéiy Susie James, 
Ḵeixwnéi Nora Marks Dauenhauer, and Richard Dauenhauer, with 
contributions by Pauline Duncan, Hannah Lindoff, and SHI staff. 
Illustrated by David Lang. Sealaska Heritage Institute, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–946019–21–9)

These three distinct and distinctive Tlingit Raven tales are adapted from 
traditional Alaskan Native Tlingit storytellers and illustrated by three artists of 
Alaskan Native heritage. In Raven and the Tide Lady¸ trickster Raven is also a 
hero when he confronts the little old lady who controls the tide because she is 
keeping the water high, making it impossible for Raven and other creatures to 
gather food. Harassing her with a spiny sea urchin to comply in lowering the 
tide, Raven tells the tide lady that from this day forward, the tide will regularly 
rise and fall. Lovely images full of watery swirls accompany the story. In Raven 
Loses His Nose, Raven’s greed gets the better of him. First he gobbles the seal fat 
ball the villagers are using in a game. Then he steals their seal fat bait when they 
go fishing for halibut, until a hook gets caught in his nose and pulls it right 
off. He then must trick the villagers in order to get it back in a tale paired with 
stylized images echoing the style of Native Northwest traditional art. In Raven 
Makes the Aleutians, exhausted Raven, flying over endless water after the flood, 
falls from the sky and lands on a small bed of kelp. He asks an otter to bring 
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him gravel from the ocean floor, and tosses this out to create a chain of islands 
in a story set against arresting, expansive paintings. More about Raven stories, 
the storytellers, oral tradition and the artists round out each volume. Goade’s 
heritage is Tlingit, Lang’s is Tsimshian, and Gibbons’s is Haida. (Ages 5–9)

Historical People, Places, and Events

Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta. The United States v. Jackie Robinson. 
Illustrated by R. Gregory Christie. Balzer + Bray, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–06–228784–7)

As a child dealing with racism, Jackie Robinson learned from his mother “to 
stand up for what was right, even when that was difficult to do.” He carried 
that lesson through his years as a college athlete and into his World War II 
military career, where racial segregation was a regular practice. After a 1944 
army order prohibited segregation on military posts and buses, Jackie chose a 
seat in the middle of an army bus, ignoring the driver’s angry demands that he 
move to the back. Military police sided with the driver, and Jackie was charged 
with two crimes. At his court martial, Jackie’s description of his actions was 
confirmed by witnesses, and several commanding officers testified in his favor; 
eventually a verdict of “not guilty” was delivered. While many readers know of 
Jackie Robinson’s groundbreaking career integrating professional baseball, this 
less familiar earlier episode exemplifies the courage and commitment to fighting 
racism he demonstrated throughout his life. (Ages 5–10)

Bardoe, Cheryl. Nothing Stopped Sophie: The Story of Unshakable 
Mathematician Sophie Germain. Illustrated by Barbara McClintock. 
Little, Brown, 2018. 36 pages (978–0–316–27820–1)

Sophie Germain grew up France at a time of chaos during the French Revolution. 
She found order in math. Nothing could detract from her interest, despite 
mathematics being considered unsuitable for a girl. Sophie thought math was 
like a poem, and she wanted to write poetry of her own. No university would 
let her enroll as a woman, so she submitted work under a man’s name. When 
her identity was finally discovered, she was considered more curiosity than 
scholar. For years, she studied on her own, eventually solving a problem many 
considered unsolvable: develop a mathematical formula to predict patterns of 
vibration. This picture-book account of Sophie’s accomplishment is followed by 
more about Sophie and her work, including the relationship between math and 
physics, as well as informative notes from both author and illustrator on their 
research and approach to this treatment, including how they conjectured about 
what isn’t known. (Ages 6–9)

Folklore, Mythology, and Traditional Literature
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Beals, Melba Pattillo. March Forward, Girl: From Young Warrior to 
Little Rock Nine. Illustrated by Frank Morrison. Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2018. 214 pages (978–1–328–88212–7)

As a teenager, Melba Patillo was one of the Little Rock Nine, the first group 
of Black students to enroll in the formerly all-white Little Rock Central High 
School in 1957. This memoir recounts Melba’s childhood, including the many 
experiences that primed her as an activist. Melba was an observant and sensitive 
child who deeply felt the injustice of the Jim Crow laws in the South. From 
an early age, she felt stifled and frustrated by the rules of behavior she had 
to follow outside of her home and neighborhood, particularly around white 
people. Her grandmother’s belief that God would provide doesn’t soothe her. 
Although supported and affirmed at home, Melba often felt unsafe; she knew 
even her beloved elders could not always protect her. Her memoir recounts 
several extraordinarily painful experiences, acts of violence perpetrated against 
her and members of her Black community. But her narrative is one of courage, 
resilience, and love of family and community. Her words effectively transport 
the reader back to a moment in history that was—considering Melba is still 
alive today—not long ago at all. (Ages 11–16)

Bolden, Tonya. No Small Potatoes: Junius G. Groves and His Kingdom in 
Kansas. Illustrated by Don Tate. Knopf, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–385–75276–3)

Junius Groves was born on a Kentucky plantation shortly before the end of the 
Civil War. After the war he headed west with other African Americans, settling 
in Kansas. He went from hired hand to renting land to buying his first 80 acres 
on which he continued to farm. His crop of choice: potatoes. Eventually he 
owned over 500 acres. His yields were extraordinary, and newsworthy, earning 
him the title “Potato King of the World” in 1902. “Junius G.’s spuds—baked, 
boiled, fried, mashed, puffed, souped, diced for potato salad, sliced thin for 
chips—filled bellies around America.” A lively account focuses on Groves and 
his wife Matilda’s hard work and vision. A timeline, glossary, sources, and notes 
follow an energetic narrative set against upbeat mixed media illustrations. The 
illustrator’s note acknowledges the Native history of land Groves purchased, 
once part of the Kaw Nation, and “the Native American history that pervaded 
the story of Junius Groves.” (Ages 6–9)

Clark-Robinson, Monica. Let the Children March. Illustrated by Frank 
Morrison. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–544–70452–7)

The story of the children’s march in Birmingham in May, 1963, is told from 
the perspective of a fictional young girl. After hearing Martin Luther King, Jr., 
speak at church, the girl and her brother are inspired to march, knowing that 
the consequences of their action might be jail. And, indeed, the girl does go to 
jail, for two days. But her participation, and that of other courageous children, 
helped shine the spotlight on racial injustice inherent in Jim Crow Laws. Frank 
Morrison’s vivid oil paintings accurately portray the historical time period, and 
his shifting perspectives and sweeping images heighten the tension and the 
drama of this story. (Ages 7–11)
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Hearth, Amy Hill. Streetcar to Justice: How Elizabeth Jennings Won the 
Right to Ride in New York. Greenwillow, 2018. 143 pages 
(978–0–06–267360–2)

A century before Claudette Colvin and Rosa Parks refused to gift up their 
seats on a public bus, there was Elizabeth Jennings. In 1854 she stood up to 
New York City’s segregated streetcar laws by refusing to get off when the driver 
asked her to. Her legal case was taken by a young attorney who was trying his 
very first case— future President of the United States Chester A. Arthur. This 
fascinating, gracefully written account, based on primary sources, is a necessarily 
a slender volume because so little is known about this amazing trailblazer, but 
after a decade of research, the author managed to pull together enough to tell 
the story of Jennings’s courageous and historic act of civil disobedience. The 
author’s endnotes detailing how she researched an obscure historical figure are 
as fascinating as Jennings’s story. (Ages 9–13)

Hood, Susan. Shaking Things Up: 14 Young Women Who Changed the 
World. Illustrated by various artists. Harper, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–06–269945–9)

Single-page poems relate the remarkable achievements of 14 girls and women 
who defied expectations, gender restrictions, racial prejudice, and social bias to 
make a mark early in their lives. Some names (Ruby Bridges and Frida Kahlo) 
may be familiar, while others (18th-century firefighter Molly Williams and World 
War II British secret agents Jaqueline and Eileen Nearne) are likely to be new to 
most readers. The diversity of the women highlighted—across time, race, class, 
and achievement—as well as the variety of poetic structures, including acrostic, 
concrete, and free verse, lend energy to this accessible volume. Each poem is 
paired with an illustration by a female artist thoughtfully selected to expand the 
book’s inclusivity. (Ages 7–12)

Hoose, Phillip. Attucks! Oscar Robertson and the Basketball Team That 
Awakened a City. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2018. 212 pages 
(978–0–374–30612–0)

Crispus Attucks High School was created by the KKK in the 1920s to segregate 
Indianapolis’s Black students. The school was overcrowded and underfunded 
but attracted outstanding faculty. In 1950, Ray Crowe, a gifted math teacher 
and basketball coach, took over Attucks’ basketball program. Crowe nurtured 
his players on and off the court. One of these was Oscar Robertson, who had had 
natural talent as well as drive—he spent hours practicing. This account of the 
Attucks Tigers’ rise to basketball fame in 1950s Indiana moves back and forth 
among the stories of individuals, especially Crowe and Robertson, the team, and 
the social context of the times. Racism was alive and well in Indianapolis in the 
1950s, but the city had never won the state basketball championship. Blacks 
and whites both rallied behind the Attucks Tigers, who became so dominant in 
high school basketball that it was the impetus for desegregation in the city. This 
fascinating history draws on a great deal of primary research, including original 
interviews. Black-and-white photographs appear throughout; sources and notes 
follow the narrative. (Age 11 and older)
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Hubbard, Rita Lorraine. Hammering for Freedom: The William Lewis 
Story. Illustrated by John Holyfield. Lee & Low, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–60060–969–5)

An engaging picture book tells the fascinating story of William Lewis, an enslaved 
African American blacksmith who rented himself out, saving his earnings until 
he could buy his own freedom, then opened his own shop and earned enough 
money over 26 years to buy the freedom of all of his family members. The 
superbly written narrative focuses on Lewis’s talent and perseverance, using 
occasional onomatopoeia (“Clang! Clang!” / “Ding! Ching!”) to represent the 
endless hours of work in his blacksmith shop. Dynamic acrylic illustrations 
filled with details of the time period vividly capture the emotion on the faces 
of Lewis’s family members as they are freed (or left behind as someone else is 
freed, their own moment of liberty not yet come). The author’s sources tell how 
she pieced together the story of this remarkable man who was all but forgotten 
save for a historical marker in Chattanooga, Tennessee, using interviews, 
personal correspondence, newspaper articles, census records, court minutes, 
and historical documents such as wills and slave deeds. (Ages 7–10)

Jarrow, Gail. Spooked! How a Radio Broadcast and The War of the Worlds 
Sparked the 1938 Invasion of America. Calkins Creek, 2018. 
139 pages (978–1–62979–776–2)

October 30, 1938: Listeners across the United States tuned in to the weekly 
Mercury Theater radio show, for which Orson Welles and John Houseman chose 
books for adaption into 60-minute scripts complete with music, sound effects, 
and voice actors. This week, the book was H.G. Wells’s The War of the Worlds, 
a sci-fi novel about a Martian attack on Earth; the adaptation was set in New 
Jersey. Shortly after the broadcast began, it became apparent that a surprising 
number of listeners were mistaking the show for live news. Calls flooded the 
studio and came into police stations across the country as people believed the 
attack was real. Jarrow describes the development of the program that week 
before she moves rivetingly through the night’s broadcast, comparing real time 
to the condensed time that elapsed in the show, before exploring the aftermath, 
including the public’s highly varied and emotional response. She notes that 
it’s difficult to determine how widespread the panic actually was, because the 
mythology began almost immediately, fed by widespread coverage and first-
person accounts of the event. With a design that expertly brings together the 
disparate elements of this event, this book examines the power of hoaxes (even 
unintentional ones), misinformation, and the media. A fascinating account that 
is also timely for today. (Ages 10–14)

McCarthy, Meghan. All That Trash: The Story of the 1987 Garbage Barge 
and Our Problem with Stuff. A Paula Wiseman Book / Simon & Schuster, 
2018. 48 pages (978–1–4814–7752–9)

Surely one of the most bizarre news stories of 1987 followed the travails of the 
Break of Dawn, a barge carrying 3,186 tons of garbage when it left New York 
City headed for North Carolina. A man named Lowell Harrison planned on 
harnessing the methane resulting from the garbage’s decomposition for energy. 
But North Carolina didn’t want New York’s garbage. Neither did Alabama, 
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Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida, or Mexico, Belize, or the Bahamas. Heading 
back to where it started, the barge was caught in a court battle while it floated 
between New York and New Jersey. Finally, after five months and 6,000 miles 
at sea (with a captain who thought he was setting out for a one-week job), a 
judge ordered the garbage burned. McCarthy’s slightly quirky illustrations are 
perfectly suited to this absurd yet true story; while her engaging, thoroughly 
researched and well-documented narrative skillfully mines facts while letting 
the drama and moments of humor feel organic to the story. Terrific end matter 
includes a brief photo essay and facts about the barge and environmental issues 
related to garbage and recycling along with a source bibliography. (Ages 7–10)

Moss, Marissa. The Eye That Never Sleeps: How Detective Pinkerton Saved 
President Lincoln. Illustrated by Jeremy Holmes. Abrams, 2018. 47 pages 
(978–1–4197–3064–1)

A picture-book account of how Allen Pinkerton formed the first U.S. detective 
agency in the mid–19th century culminates in his prevention of an assassination 
plot against Abraham Lincoln shortly after he was elected president. After 
brief biographical information about Pinkerton, the author describes the 
development of the Pinkerton Method, things considered standard for private 
eyes today, such as undercover work. The second half of the book deals 
with Pinkerton’s investigation of an 1860 plot by secessionists to assassinate 
Lincoln in Baltimore. How Pinkerton and his staff, which included several 
female detectives, first uncovered and then foiled the plot with the complete 
cooperation of President Lincoln reads like a good mystery, with twists and 
turns. The faux woodcut illustrations printed in shades of orange and purple 
give the book a jaunty and appealing look. (Ages 8–11)

Nobleman, Marc Tyler. Fairy Spell: How Two Girls Convinced the World 
That Fairies Are Real. Illustrated by Eliza Wheeler. Clarion, 2018. 40 
pages (978–0–544–69948–9)

The cleverness of two girls fools legions of adults in this picture-book account 
of one of the earliest “viral” photographs ever taken. Cousins Frances Griffiths 
and Elsie Wright wile away the summer of 1917 playing near the “beck” 
in their family’s garden—a stream that, according to Frances, is home to 
fairies. Borrowing their father’s camera, they return with what appears to be 
photographic evidence: Frances and Elsie surrounded by fairies. Their father 
laughs, their mother quietly wonders whether the photos—and fairies—are real. 
She shares them, and they eventually come to the attention of Arthur Conan 
Doyle, a true believer, who coauthors an article that includes the photos. The 
public speculates wildly: Are fairies real? Or is it all just an elaborate hoax? The 
girls’ creative mischief expands here into a broader exploration of humans’ desire 
and willingness to believe (or not believe) what’s in front of their eyes. (Ages 4–8)

Nobleman, Marc Tyler. Thirty Minutes over Oregon: A Japanese Pilot’s 
World War II Story. Illustrated by Melissa Iwai. Clarion, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–544–43076–1)

In 1942, at the height of the U.S. involvement in WWII, Japanese pilot Nobuo 
Fujita embarked on a mission to bomb a section of Oregon, just east of the 
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small town of Brooking, in order to set a large forest ablaze. His equipment 
malfunctioned and he only managed to drop two small bombs, neither of 
which did much damage. But foresters found metal fragments of the bomb 
that identified them as Japanese, and the news rattled the town of Brookings 
for a short time. After the war, Fujita returned home and resumed his quiet life 
as the owner of a hardware store. Fast forward to 1962, when the Brookings 
Jaycees decided to track down the pilot who’d dropped the bomb and invite him 
to Brookings for their annual Memorial Day celebration, despite some people’s 
objections. Fujita, who had been consumed by guilt in the ensuing years, 
accepted. This remarkable story of forgiveness (on both sides) and redemption 
is quietly told in an understated tone, and beautifully illustrated with detailed 
watercolor paintings. (Ages 8–11)

Partridge, Elizabeth. Boots on the Ground: America’s War in Vietnam. 
213 pages (978–0–670–78506–3)

Chapters detailing the experiences of diverse individuals in Vietnam during the 
war—soldiers, a military advisor, a military nurse, a young Vietnamese woman 
trying to flee the country with her family after the fall of Saigon—alternate with 
chapters focusing on the political front in the United States in this arresting 
account of the Vietnam War. Each individual story illuminates how the 
perspectives of those with “boots on the ground” differed vastly from the official 
government narrative, as well as how far removed political and military decisions 
are from the lives of those whom they impact, often devastatingly. The chapters 
set in the United States illuminate the thoughts and actions of presidents 
(Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford) and protesters (Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
was criticized within and beyond the Civil Rights Movement for his decision 
to speak out against the war, and Country Joe McDonald, who wrote one of 
the most popular anti-war anthems). The narrative turns toward healing as it 
documents efforts to create the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, including initial 
backlash against architect Maya Lin’s design, and the Memorial’s cathartic 
impact. Photographs throughout, detailed notes, a comprehensive bibliography, 
and brief updates on the lives of those Partridge interviewed to show us the war 
through their eyes round out a forceful work. (Age 12 and older)

Pearson, P. O’Connell. Fly Girls: The Daring American Women Pilots 
Who Helped Win WWII. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 198 pages 
(978–1–5344–0410–6)

Over 1,000 American women served as WASPs—Women Air Force Service 
Pilots—during World War II. This compelling account relates the history of 
the organization, from initial resistance by military leadership to the eventual 
assignment of noncombat flying jobs to female pilots. Personal stories of several 
of the WASPs draw on a repeated theme of brave, skilled women who flew 
despite facing many obstacles. Although the pilots were required to comply 
with all military rules and regulations, the women didn’t have military status 
so had to buy their own uniforms and pay for their food and housing. They 
worked without health benefits and were unable to receive honors for exemplary 
performance or when they died in duty. Regularly harassed and faced with 
dismissive sexist attitudes by their male commanders and peers, the women 
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showed dedication to their jobs and a willingness to take on any task, all while 
turning in well-documented high levels of performance. An epilogue describes 
the changing role of female military pilots since WWII, including a 1977 bill 
giving WASPS military status, and is followed by an extensive bibliography, 
notes, and time line. (Age 11 and older)

Pimentel, Annette Bay. Girl Running: Bobbi Gibb and the Boston 
Marathon. Illustrated by Micha Archer. Nancy Paulsen Books, 2018. 32 
pages (978–1–101–99668–3)

After school, Bobbi Gibb leaves rules behind. Rules about girls not wearing 
pants. Rules about girls not running. After school, Bobbi changes into pants and 
runs. She keeps running as she gets older. In good weather, she runs in nursing 
shoes. In winter, she runs in boots. And then, she runs into resistance when she 
tries to enter the Boston Marathon. She’s denied entry because “women are not 
physiologically able to run 26 miles, and furthermore the rules do not allow 
it.” Rules? Bobbi leaves them behind, unofficially running the race anyway. 
She finishes in 124th place, with 291 men still behind her. Because of Bobbi 
Gibb, more women run the race the following year, and the rules finally change, 
although it would be 30 years (1996) before she received recognition for that 
first race. A finely paced picture book pairs an inspiring narrative with oil and 
collage illustrations full of interest. An afterword provides more information on 
Bobbi Gibb and the story’s historical timeframe. (Ages 5–8)

Sanders, Rob. Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag. 
Illustrated by Steven Salerno. Random House, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–399–55531–2)

This visually colorful account traces the history and symbolism of the rainbow-
striped, LGBTQ Pride flag, beginning with Harvey Milk’s dreams of equality 
for gay people. He gave speeches, ran for political office, and protested laws 
that discriminated against the LGBTQ+ community. When Harvey decided 
that the community needed a symbol—a flag—he enlisted the help of Gilbert 
Baker, an artist who helped Harvey create the rainbow stripes. Although Harvey 
was assassinated, his legacy lives on. The narrative expands to illuminate the 
continuing hope, pride, and fighting spirit of the LGBTQ+ community, which 
continued to flourish after Harvey’s death. The vibrant illustrations throughout 
the book depict the now-widespread use of the rainbow flag, including an 
impressive spread of the White House sporting the rainbow colors. (Ages 5–8)

Stone, Tanya Lee. Pass Go and Collect $200: The Real Story of How 
Monopoly Was Invented. Illustrated by Steven Salerno. Christy Ottaviano 
Books / Henry Holt, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–62779–168–7)

A picture-book history describes the evolution of the popular board game 
through the contributions of the people involved over the years in its creation. In 
1903, Elizabeth Magie created a board game called Landlord to show how unjust 
landlord/tenant relationships often were. She patented her game in 1904 but no 
toy companies were interested in buying it. People were certainly interested in 
playing the game, however, making handmade boards to play. Over the years, 
the rules and the name of the game changed. In 1932, a player named Charles 
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Darrow made his own improvements to the game and was able to sell it to it to 
Parker Brothers. A patent search, however, revealed that Magie was the original 
inventor, although she would not end up profiting from her work. These details 
and more are shaped into a highly engaging story for young readers. Illustrations 
giving an excellent sense of the historical setting also capture the spirit of the 
original and current Monopoly graphics and illustrations. Back matter includes 
a note from the author and bibliography of sources, as well as trivia about the 
game and a section on Monopoly math. (Ages 8–12)

Sutton, Patricia. Capsized! The Forgotten Story of the SS Eastland 
Disaster. Chicago Review Press, 2018. 155 pages (978–1–61373–943–3)

On July 24, 1915, the SS Eastland was scheduled to deliver 2,500 passengers 
from a port in the Chicago River to a Western Electric employee picnic on the 
shores of Michigan City, Indiana. Instead, the steamship capsized while still 
moored in Chicago, resulting in the deaths of 844 on board. Personal accounts 
following a number of Western Electric employees, their young children and 
crew members on board, as well as a nurse who aided the injured, relate minute-
by-minute details of the disaster, including the bravery of many passengers and 
first responders. Possible causes of the accident and events that contributed to 
the tragic outcome are explored, from earlier close calls that had been ignored, 
to a problematic ballast system, to Harbormaster warnings that didn’t reach the 
captain. Photographs, diagrams, and extensive notes augment this compelling 
account of a little-known disaster that claimed more lives than the Titanic. 
(Ages 9–14)

Biography, Autobiography,  
and Memoir

Bolden, Tonya. Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, a 
Monumental American Man. Abrams, 2018. 200 pages 
(978–1–4197–2546–3)

Although today he is remembered primarily as an abolitionist, Frederick 
Douglass fought his entire life on behalf of equal rights for all people, both 
here in the United States and abroad. Through his travels, his speeches, and his 
newspapers, he was able to build an impressive network of allies who supported 
his work financially and intellectually. Since he had no trouble expressing 
his strong, often unpopular, opinions, he made a fair number of enemies 
as well, and this work does not shy away from describing the conflicts that 
arose between Douglass and other abolitionists, other African Americans, and 
President Lincoln. Drawing on a large number of primary source materials, 
Bolden offers young people a compelling account of Douglass’s complex life 
and times. Douglass’s fascination with photography led to him being the most 
photographed man in the 19th century, and many images of him are included 
in this intimate, arresting portrait. (Age 13 and older)
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Brockenbrough, Martha. Unpresidented: A Biography of Donald Trump. 
Feiwel and Friends, 2018. 416 pages (978–1–250–30803–0)

This intelligent, accessible biography of Donald Trump details his successes and 
failures as a businessman and politician. The narrative touches on the arrival 
in the United States and financial prosperity of his forebears as well as Trump’s 
childhood before diving into his real estate business, where he employed cunning 
and borderline-illegal business strategies and often found himself in financial 
trouble. Trump’s relationship with Russia is established early on, a thread that 
continues throughout. Brockenbrough skillfully weaves in key players as they 
appear, including Robert Mueller, head of the special counsel investigation of 
Russia’s interference in the 2016 election, as well as Trump’s many rotating allies 
and loyal family members. She illuminates the disparity between his unbridled 
promises and controversial actions, explores parallels between Trump and other 
demagogues, and discusses the danger of Trump’s erosion of the public’s trust in 
U.S. intelligence agencies and the free press. The account ends with the meeting 
between Trump and Putin in Helsinki on July 16, 2018. Extensive back matter, 
including a timeline, information about key players, and ample endnotes, 
demonstrate the meticulous research that went into this timely, informative, 
and damning account, a must-read for teens interested in current U.S. politics. 
(Age 13 and older)

Mangal, Mélina. The Vast Wonder of the World: Biologist Ernest Everett 
Just. Illustrated by Luisa Uribe. Millbrook Press, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–5124–8375–8)

From childhood on, Ernest Everett Just observed his world carefully and learned 
from what he saw: in the natural world, through his microscope, and in the 
racist practices prevalent in the social and professional culture of early 19th-
century United States. Confronted with financial, health, and family challenges, 
Ernest persevered to graduate from Dartmouth College and become a biology 
professor at Howard University. He taught his method of observation to his 
students, and made breakthrough discoveries on the function of egg cells during 
fertilization. Despite his international scientific reputation, Ernest continued 
to suffer racism at home and eventually relocated to France. An ample author’s 
note following this picture-book account of African American Ernest tells more 
about his life and research. Additional end matter includes an illustrator’s note, 
timeline, glossary, and quotation and research sources. (Ages 6–10)

McDivitt, Lindsey. Nature’s Friend: The Gwen Frostic Story. Illustrated 
by Eileen Ryan Ewen. Sleeping Bear Press, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–58536–405–3)

Born in 1906 in Croswell, Michigan, Gwen Frostic grew up loving art and 
the outdoors. Although an illness left her with weak hands and slurred speech, 
her mother encouraged her, sending her to school and providing her with art 
supplies. Gwen drew comfort from nature, and her hands grew in strength 
as she sketched and, later, took mechanical drawing and shop classes with 
male classmates outside of Detroit. In art school, she explored new forms: 
printmaking and metalwork. During WWII, she designed tools used to make 
bombers for the war effort. Gwen’s drive to create led to the establishment 
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of her own stationery company; eventually, she moved to northern Michigan 
and set up her shop in the woods, creating art inspired by her observations of 
the wetlands. Her work inspired others to help protect the natural beauty that 
surrounded them. This brightly illustrated biography tells the inspiring story 
of a motivated, independent woman who quietly channeled her talents and 
passions into making a better world for herself and others. (Ages 6–9)

Montgomery, Sy. How to Be a Good Creature: A Memoir in Thirteen 
Animals. Illustrated by Rebecca Green. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
2018. 200 pages (978–0–544–93832–8)

Animals have been central to Sy Montgomery’s life since childhood. She draws 
on the impact of 13 of them—from beloved pet dogs, to the wild emus that 
triggered her writing career—as a lens for her memoir. Each of the animals 
featured can be seen to influence Montgomery’s life in significant ways, whether 
professionally or personally, like Christopher Hogwood, a pig whose hearty 
appetite and social charisma prod his introverted owner into interacting with 
neighbors. While the book design, illustrations, and general theme of this 
memoir give an impression of suitability to young children, the focus on 
an adult life and challenging issues including parental estrangement, severe 
depression, and thoughts of suicide, place it solidly in the young adult realm. 
(Age 13 and older)

Pliscou, Lisa. Brave Jane Austen: Reader, Writer, Author, Rebel. 
Illustrated by Jen Corace. Christy Ottaviano Books / Henry Holt, 2018. 
40 pages (978–1–62779–643–9)

The challenges of poverty and sexism in Jane Austen’s childhood and young 
adulthood were countered by her early and ongoing exposure to stories, a 
powerful imagination, and her family’s support of her literary ambition. 
At a time when young women’s future goals were limited to marriage, Jane 
defied gender conventions both by writing books and populating them with 
entertaining characters that behaved badly. She turned down a marriage 
proposal that would have solved her financial worries, later stating that any 
type of lifestyle is better than “marrying without Affection.” Although only 
41 when she died, Jane lived to see the publication and popularity of four 
of her books. End matter in this picture-book biography includes additional 
information about Jane Austen’s life, selected quotes from her letters, and a 
source list. (Ages 6–10)

Reef, Catherine. Mary Shelley: The Strange, True Tale of Frankenstein’s 
Creator. Clarion, 2018. 212 pages (978–1–328–74005–2)

A prologue describing how Mary Shelley kept Percy Bysshe Shelley’s desiccated 
heart wrapped in pages of poetry in her writing desk for 30 years seems a 
fitting entry into the life of Frankenstein’s creator. Influences on young Mary 
are detailed, from her mother’s legacy as a feminist writer, to her father’s role 
as teacher and publisher, to her teenage meeting with the married poet Percy 
Shelley. The tumultuous nature of Mary and Percy’s life together, moving often, 
struggling with debt, and rumors of infidelity, eroded their early romantic 
unity. The deaths of three of their four children added to Mary’s emotional 
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burden, capped by Percy’s drowning in a boating accident at age 29. Despite 
the success of Frankenstein, completed when she was just 19, Mary Shelley 
struggled to support herself and her son with her lesser known novels and 
other works throughout most of her life, and was criticized for her editing 
of a collection of her late husband’s writing. Illustrated with engravings and 
portraits, this meticulous biography includes extensive notes and a bibliography. 
(Age 12 and older)

Rosenberg, Liz. House of Dreams: The Life of L. M. Montgomery. 
Illustrated by Julie Morstad. Candlewick Press, 2018. 339 pages 
(978–0–7636–6057–4)

A fascinating account of the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery (Maud) chronicles 
her difficult childhood and far more difficult adulthood. Raised by stern 
grandparents, Maud, unlike her literary hero Anne, was not openly cherished, 
although her grandmother quietly defied her grandfather and supported Maud’s 
education. As an adult, Maud was much admired by a number of suitors, but 
the man she fell passionately in love with was engaged to someone else. She 
was already a published author, caring for her aging grandmother, when she 
met the minister whom she would marry—a man she liked but did not love. 
Maud struggled with depression. Her husband suffered from mental illness 
that became incapacitating. Maud endured, raising their children while also 
taking her original publisher to court when she discovered he’d been cheating 
her—a protracted battle she eventually won. Occasional, judicious parallels 
between people in Maud’s early life and characters in Anne come up, but it 
is Montgomery’s own life that leaves a lasting impression, on its own, and in 
contrast to the idyllic account of girlhood and young womanhood she created. 
(Age 14 and older)

Thrash, Maggie. Lost Soul, Be at Peace. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
187 pages (978–0–7636–9419–7)

In this graphic memoir by the author of Honor Girl, Maggie is depressed and 
failing classes at her expensive private high school. Her coming out as a lesbian 
at school has been met mostly with silence. She and her parents are not close; 
her mom alternates between ignoring and criticizing her, and her dad, a federal 
judge, is an emotionally distant workaholic. Distraught over the disappearance 
of her beloved cat Tommi, Maggie searches for Tommi inside her family’s 
13-room home and instead finds the ghost of a boy named Tommy. Tommy 
spends time with Maggie at home and even accompanies her to her father’s 
courtroom for a day, where she realizes just how much power her dad has over 
other people’s lives. Later, when her father’s mother dies, Maggie and Tommy 
(who is invisible to everyone but Maggie) accompany Maggie’s father to his old, 
decrepit childhood home in Alabama, where a light is finally shed on his rather 
mysterious past…and other things. This tightly woven, artfully told memoir 
uses the ghost to illuminate how past experiences—and past selves—influence 
and contribute to individuals’ growth and development. (Age 13 and older)
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Brown, Don. The Unwanted: Stories of the Syrian Refugees. Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 103 pages (978–1–328–81015–5)

Using composites based on real Syrian refugees, Brown’s graphic novel offers 
a chronology of recent events under the Bashar al-Assad regime that have led 
to civil war and the great waves of Syrian refugees streaming into Turkey and 
Europe. Tens of thousands are stuck (perhaps forever) in refugee camps where 
conditions are miserable. Others have made perilous journeys, only to be turned 
away by nations that are closing their borders. Although he never focuses on 
one person or family for very long, Brown humanizes his subjects, and makes 
readers feel compassion, if not outright anger at the way they are being treated. 
This powerful account is hard-hitting and, at times, painful to read, but it 
is a critical story for our times and will provide teens with information and 
insight into what’s going on behind the headlines of current news stories. 
(Age 14 and older)

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Game Changers: The Story of Venus and Serena 
Williams. Illustrated by James E. Ransome. A Paula Wiseman Book / 
Simon & Schuster, 2018. 44 pages (978–1–4814–7684–3)

At age four Venus Williams showed a remarkable talent for tennis, and her little 
sister Serena was not far behind. Six days a week, the girls trained at a broken-
down tennis court near their home in Compton. With their father’s coaching, 
they became stronger and faster. He had them throw footballs to improve their 
serves and take track and ballet to increase their speed and agility. He even 
paid neighbors to jeer from the stands, knowing that they would likely face 
taunting on the professional circuit because they were Black. By the time they 
were young teens, they’d already gone pro and quickly worked their way up 
until they were ranked one and two in the world. This forceful account of the 
tennis champions’ triumphs and challenges, and their lives on and off the court, 
is brightly illustrated with cut paper, pencil, and acrylic paints. (Ages 7–11)

Kensky, Jessica, and Patrick Downes. Rescue & Jessica: A Life-Changing 
Friendship. Illustrated by Scott Magoon. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
32 pages (978–0–7636–9604–7)

A young woman who has lost her leg finds a helpful companion in Rescue, her 
new service dog, in this story based on author Jessica Kensky’s experience after 
losing both legs due to injuries received in the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing. 
While Rescue, who began life as a Seeing Eye trainee, transitions to service 
dog training and learns to fetch objects and open doors, Jessica is adjusting to 
life with her wheelchair and prosthetic leg. After meeting a service dog in the 
hospital, Jessica applies for her own. The two are matched, and Rescue helps 
Jessica physically—fetching objects and people, opening doors, and helping her 
up when she falls—as well as emotionally, comforting her when her second leg 
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is amputated, and bringing joy into her life. A story that underscores the skill 
and versatility of service dogs and the value of their help and companionship 
also shows the fortitude of one young woman as she heals. (Ages 4–8)

Maslo, Lina. Free as a Bird: The Story of Malala. Balzer + Bray, 2018. 
40 pages (978–0–06–256077–3)

“I did not clip her wings, and that’s all.” This quote from Malala Yousafzai’s 
father opens a picture-book account of Malala’s life and accomplishments to 
date. Born into Pakistani culture that values girls less, Malala thrived in a family 
that valued her without reservation. She began advocating for girls’ education 
while still a girl herself. When she and her father were threatened by “a new 
enemy in Pakistan” it didn’t silence them. The threats escalated and Malala 
was harmed. An account that focuses on the strength of Malala and her family 
is spare in the details of the trauma (only the endnote explains she was shot), 
but the affecting acrylic and ink illustrations change dramatically at that point, 
going from airy and light to abstract and heavy, shifting back as she begins to 
recover and speaks out again. “When the whole world is silent, even one voice 
becomes powerful,” says Malala in the closing quote, which is followed by the 
author’s note and a timeline. (Ages 7–10)

Morales, Yuyi. Dreamers. Neal Porter Books / Holiday House, 2018. 
32 pages (978–0–8234–4055–9)

“…when we made it to the other side, thirsty, in awe, unable to go back, we 
became immigrants.” Yuyi Morales tells the story of her journey with her 
young son to the United States and what happened next in a picture book that 
pays tribute to love, resilience, books and reading, and dreamers everywhere. 
The text, spare and poetic, describes a physical journey but, more important, 
a journey of discovery when mother and son stumble on a place that was 
“Suspicious. Improbable. Unbelievable. Surprising.” A place that was full of 
stories. The books they found at the public library were home, and inspiration, 
and validation, affirming that their stories, their voices, their dreams, their gifts, 
matter. The lush, fanciful multimedia illustrations incorporate 48 children’s 
books that Morales was inspired by during that time. End matter includes 
more details about Morales’s immigrant journey from Mexico, as well as a 
bibliography of the books she incorporates into the artwork and a brief note 
on how she made the book. Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award 
(Ages 4–9)

Tonatiuh, Duncan. Undocumented: A Worker’s Fight. Abrams, 2018. 
24 pages (978–1–4197–2854–9)

Labor rights and the challenges faced by undocumented immigrants are the 
focus of a fictional story about an undocumented Mexican immigrant who is 
working long hours in a restaurant for less than minimum wage. A Chinese 
immigrant who begins working there urges him to go with her for help at a 
workers’ center. There, the two are told that if they want change, they need 
to get their coworkers involved. Eventually they are able to convince their 
coworkers to file a legal complaint against their boss, even though many of 
them are afraid they might be deported as a result. Tonatiuh’s signature Native 
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Mexican-inspired art style unfolds here in an accordion format that echoes the 
Mixtec codices that predated Europeans on the American continents. This aptly 
supports the reader–Friendly, sequential nature of the storytelling in a work that 
offers a strong social justice point of view, but feels intimate rather than didactic. 
(Age 12 and older)

Understanding Oneself and Others

de Séve, Randall. Zola’s Elephant. Illustrated by Pamela Zagarenski. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–328–88629–3)

A young girl has an abundance of reasons why she shouldn’t go visit the new 
girl, Zola, who moved in next door, even though their mothers have met and 
“decided we should be friends.” All of the reasons revolve around Zola’s elephant. 
The young narrator knows she has one, because she saw the big box. And she’s 
certain Zola and the elephant are far too busy together to want her company, 
because she’s heard them. Every scene the young girl imagines taking place with 
Zola and the elephant next door is followed by a wordless page spread showing 
a very different explanation for the sound, and a very lonely Zola. Finally, the 
narrator talks herself into, rather than out of, knocking on Zola’s door. “Okay, 
so maybe Zola doesn’t have an elephant. But do you know what she does have? 
A new friend.” Whimsical illustrations accompany a story grounded in very real 
social anxiety. (Ages 4–8)

Hudson, Cheryl and Wade Hudson, editors. We Rise, We Resist, We Raise 
Our Voices. Foreword by Ashley Bryan. Crown, 2018. 87 pages 
(978–0–525–58042–3)

The intention throughout this volume is clear and focused: It reads like a love 
letter to Black and brown children. A gathering of poems, essays, short stories, 
and a wide range of artwork, the pieces include hard truths and hopes and 
dreams grounded in experience, memory, and imagination. “Kindness Is a 
Choice,” Jacqueline Woodson writes in a letter to her children. “Stay safe my 
child …. Come home to me each night,” writes Sharon Draper in “Prayers of 
the Grandmothers.” Ellen Oh’s childhood memories affirm that words have 
power—to hurt, yes, but also to change minds. “One day Pap’ drove me to 
school,” begins Tony Medina’s short story of the same name, in which the 
young narrator’s father is arrested by ICE. “There is always a storm,” writes Pat 
Cummings in her poem assuring young readers and listeners that “We’ve Got 
You.” Thirty written offerings are paired with 30 visual accompaniments in this 
collection featuring many authors and illustrators of color and from First/Native 
Nations. (Age 8 and older)

Kerascoët. I Walk with Vanessa: A Story about a Simple Act of Kindness. 
Schwartz & Wade, 2018. 20 pages (978–1–5247–6955–0)

Vanessa is alone for much of her first day at a new school. But on the way home 
a boy begins yelling at her. Another girl sees what takes place, which includes 
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Vanessa running home in tears. Throughout the evening the girl who witnessed 
what happened is clearly upset. The next morning, she goes to Vanessa’s house 
to walk to school with her. One by one, other kids join them, until it seems 
the entire school—with one exception—has decided to walk with Vanessa. It’s 
easy to follow the main arc of the action in this purposeful wordless picture 
book, but there is still space for readers and listeners to think and talk about 
how various characters might be feeling and what is happening on each page 
spread, and to consider what they might do in a similar situation. Information 
about bullying for children and adults is included at volume’s end. There are 
engaging details in ink-and-watercolor illustrations that show a diverse cast 
of characters, including brown-skinned, curly-haired Vanessa and the brown-
skinned, straight-haired girl who can’t stop thinking about her. All are rendered 
in a friendly, squat style. (Ages 5–8)

Miller, Sharee. Don’t Touch My Hair! Little, Brown, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–316–56258–4)

Aria loves her hair. The problem is that other people love her hair, too—
some so much that they “try to touch it without even asking permission.” 
This purposeful picture book uses both humor and directness to address an 
experience unfortunately far too common for African American children (and 
adults): the disrespect of someone touching their hair without asking. The 
lesson extends to all personal boundaries, not just hair, the author explains in a 
note: Children should learn to ask permission, and know it’s alright to say—or 
hear—no. (It does not address that the question coming from a child may be 
rooted in curiosity, but from an adult it may suggest objectification.) Bright, 
colorful mixed-media illustrations amplify the upbeat tone in this treatment of 
a serious subject. (Ages 5–9)

Pla, Sally J. Benji, the Bad Day, and Me. Illustrated by Ken Min. Lee & 
Low, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–62014–345–2)

Sammy’s had a hard day at school. His little brother, Benji, has had a hard day at 
preschool. “When Benji’s had a bad day, we tiptoe and speak softly. When I’ve 
had a bad day, no one tiptoes or speaks softly.” Sometimes it seems everything 
is about Benji. Sammy can’t take karate lessons because the classes are on the 
same day Benji has therapy with “Super-Happy-Lady.” But on this day when 
nothing is going right, Sammy gets comfort from Benji, who comes out from 
the cardboard fort where he likes to take refuge and burrito-wraps Sammy in 
his fuzzy blue blanket, just like Mama does for Benji because it comforts him 
when he’s upset. The author shares that she has one child with autism and 
one without. It also stresses that no two kids with autism are alike, and that 
everyone, whether or not they are autistic, has bad days. (Ages 5–8)

V., Sarah. The Old Man. Illustrated by Claude K. Dubois. Translated from 
the French by Daniel Hahn. Gecko Press, 2018. 64 pages 
(978–1–776571–91–8)

A child begins her day in the city. Not far away, “it’s time for the old man to 
get up, too.” He has spent a cold, uncomfortable night on the street, and now 
he is hungry. He moves slowly through his day, keeping to himself but often 
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bothered by others: Policemen nudge him awake on the curb, telling him to 
move along; people stare at him on the bus. At the shelter, he can’t remember 
his name—required—upon checking in, so he heads to the park instead. There, 
the child who appeared at the start of the book offers him a sandwich and, with 
a smile, tells him he looks like a teddy bear. Bolstered by the child’s kindness, 
the man returns to the shelter, where he identifies himself as “Teddy” upon 
entering. Soft illustrations and plenty of white space accompany this quiet story 
about the power of a kind word, a small, generous act, and a nonjudgmental 
attitude. (Ages 4–6)

Woodson, Jacqueline. The Day You Begin. Illustrated by Rafael López. 
Nancy Paulsen Books / Penguin, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–399–24653–1)

“There will be times when the world feels like a place that you’re standing all 
the way outside of.” Maybe no one understands “the way words curl from 
your mouth” in the language of home. Maybe the experiences you’ve had feel 
like nothing compared to others’, or the food you love is seen as strange, or 
“the game isn’t one you can ever really play.” The vivid sense of difference, and 
isolation, experienced by four children in the opening pages of this picture 
book invites all readers and listeners to consider the strength of “your own brave 
self…There will be times when you walk into a room and no one there is quite 
like you until the day you begin to share your stories … this is the day you begin 
to find the places inside your laughter and your lunches, your books, your travel 
and your stories, where every new friend has something a little like you—and 
something else so fabulously not quite like you at all.” Buoyant mixed-media 
illustrations lend a celebratory feel to a book in which selfhood is triumphant. 
Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 4–8)

The Arts

Golio, Gary. Carlos Santana: Sound of the Heart, Song of the World. 
Illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez. Christy Ottaviano Books / Henry Holt, 
2018. 32 pages (978–1–62779–512–8)

Carlos Santana was raised steeped in music. His father played violin for a living 
and taught his son to do the same. But the instrument didn’t speak to young 
Carlos. Neither did playing the same mariachi songs over and over for tourists. 
Carlos longed to play an electric guitar and the blues music he’d heard on the 
radio from artists like Muddy Waters and B.B. King. And eventually he would, 
going on to craft his own unique sound after moving to the United States. It was 
a sound that blended his Mexican roots with American tradition: “a new flavor 
of rock and roll, charged with Latin passion and the raw honesty of American 
blues.” Dazzling mixed media illustrations full of color and a sweeping sense of 
movement accompany a narrative focused on Santana’s feelings about music, and 
his relationship to his father around music, as a child. An informative author’s 
note, a personal note from the illustrator sharing his connection with Santana’s 
music, glossary, and sources conclude the volume. (Ages 7–11)
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Mahin, Michael. When Angels Sing: The Story of Rock Legend Carlos 
Santana. Illustrated by Jose Ramirez. Atheneum, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–5344–0413–7)

An artful, second-person narrative dives into the heart and hopes and dreams 
of Carlos Santana. He wanted to play music that made angels sing, like his 
father did. But his father’s music didn’t speak to young Carlos, let alone inspire 
angels, when he tried playing it himself. The narrative illuminates details of 
Santana’s life, from economic hardship in Mexico as a child to struggles with 
racism and language barriers after moving to the United States, to his pride in 
his mestizo heritage, to the inspiration he found in Cesar Chavez and Dolores 
Huerta. Through it all is his ongoing search for the sound that would make 
angels sing. He found it when he eventually fused blues music, jazz, and the 
rhythms and sounds of his homeland. An account that culminates with Santana 
taking the stage at Woodstock is paired with full-page, richly hued, stylized 
paintings in acrylic and colored marker. An author’s note, bibliography, and 
“further listening” suggestions are included. (Ages 7–11)

Neri, G. When Paul Met Artie: The Story of Simon & Garfunkel. 
Illustrated by David Litchfield. Candlewick Press, 2018. 48 pages 
(978–0–7636–8174–6)

Opposites attract in this picture-book account of two Jewish boys from Queens 
who begin making music together as young teens. Jokester Paul and “math 
geek” Artie hit it off as cast members in the sixth-grade production of Alice in 
Wonderland. Both music lovers, Artie studies the way sounds work together 
to form harmonies; he takes the high notes while Paul takes the low, creating 
the sound that would make them famous. Although they enjoy early fame 
with a song that hits the Top 10 in New York before they even graduate high 
school, Paul and Artie part ways, pursuing separate interests for years before 
reuniting. Inspired by the political songs of Bob Dylan and social movements 
of the 1960s, they rebrand themselves as Simon and Garfunkel and record their 
showstopper: “The Sound of Silence.” For these long-time friends, the road to 
stardom is paved with persistence, good timing, and, above all, extraordinary 
talent. (Ages 8–11)

Rockliff, Mara. Born to Swing: Lil Hardin Armstrong’s Life in Jazz. 
Illustrated by Michele Wood. Calkins Creek, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–62979–555–3)

Born in Memphis in 1898, Lil Hardin loved jazz. Unfortunately, she wasn’t 
allowed to play what her mother dubbed “Devil’s music,” but Lil added her own 
beat and style to the organ music she played at Sunday school. She learned to 
improvise after losing her place during a piano contest at Mrs. Hicks’s School 
of Music. When her family moved to Chicago, Lil landed a job at a music 
store, the meeting (and jamming) place for many of the city’s jazz musicians. 
Soon, she was asked to join the New Orleans Creole Jazz Band, and she became 
a fixture in the scene. She met, and then married, Louis Armstrong before he 
was a jazz legend, while her own fame garnered attention. A woman of many 
talents, Lil continued jamming until her death in 1971. Written in first person, 
this biography crackles with Lil’s confident character and passion for music. End 
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matter provides additional information, a timeline, bibliography, and a list of 
Lil’s most famous songs. (Ages 5–9)

Rosenstock, Barb. The Secret Kingdom: Nek Chand, a Changing India, 
and a Hidden World of Art. Illustrated by Claire A. Nivola. Candlewick 
Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–7636–7475–5)

Raised in a village in the Punjab region of Asia, Nek Chand Saini is surrounded 
by stories told by his family members and traveling minstrels. Bursting with 
imagination and creativity, Nek constructs fantastical miniature worlds 
outdoors. A young adult when the Partition of India takes place in 1947, Nek 
flees his village with his family, resettling in the concrete city of Chandigarh, 
India. Longing for the life he left behind, Nek carves out a space in a swath 
of jungle on the edge of the city where he can create his own “village.” He 
spends years collecting discarded objects, remnants of the villages that once 
existed where Chandigarh now stands, and begins to build his “kingdom.” Nek 
creates an elaborate landscape of paved paths and mosaic walls with his found 
objects, populating it with dozens of sculptures of humans and animals. When 
his kingdom is discovered by the government after 15 years, they want to tear 
it down. The people of Chandigarh come to his rescue, persuading city officials 
to allow him to continue creating. A double gatefold of photographs of Nek’s 
expansive kingdom is the perfect culmination of this awe-inspiring artist’s story. 
(Ages 6–10)

Veirs, Laura. Libba: The Magnificent Musical Life of Elizabeth Cotten. 
Illustrated by Tatyana Fazlalizadeh. Chronicle, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–4521–4857–1)

As a child in rural North Carolina in the early 20th century, Libba Cotten “heard 
music everywhere.” She borrowed her brother’s guitar when he wasn’t home and 
played it upside-down and backwards, because she was left-handed. “Nobody 
else played that way, but it was the way that felt right to Libba.” Libba composed 
the song “Freight Train” around age 11, inspired by the sounds of trains on 
nearby railroad tracks. “But even trains get derailed.” Libba stopped playing to 
work and raise her daughter. She was a grandmother working at a department 
store in Washington, D.C., when she met musician Ruth Crawford Seeger, 
who hired Libba as a housekeeper. When she picked up a guitar again, Libba 
impressed the Seegers and their musician friends. The Seeger family helped 
promote Libba’s music, “[b]ut it was Libba’s perseverance, her love of music, and 
her belief in herself that gave the world her voice.” An understated, concise yet 
lyrical text is followed by a concluding note, which touches more on the realities 
of Libba’s experience as an African American woman, and sources. Libba’s story 
is warmly illustrated in softly-shaded graphite art with digital color. (Ages 5–9)

Wallace, Sandra Neil. Between the Lines: How Ernie Barnes Went from 
the Football Field to the Art Gallery. Illustrated by Bryan Collier. A Paula 
Wiseman Book / Simon & Schuster, 2018. 40 pages (978–1–4814–4387–6)

Ernie Barnes loved to draw as a child, and that love never went away, even 
when he was given a full football scholarship to college and later drafted by the 
American Football League. Ernie brought his sketchbook to practice, stashed in 
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his sock, and pulled it out to make notes and sketches. He began painting what 
he saw on the football field and eventually he transformed his art work into 
his career. He began by negotiating a job painting for the American Football 
League but his work and his reputation soon went far beyond football as the 
expressive movement of the human form he had perfected in sports was applied 
to paintings of ordinary people. (Many adult readers will recognize his work 
from the popular 1970s sitcom Good Times.) An extensive author’s note at the 
end includes several photos of Ernie Barnes’s artwork, showing the progression 
of his style over time in this fascinating portrait. (Ages 7–11)

Poetry

Medina, Tony. Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Boy. Illustrated by 
various artists. Penny Candy, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–9987999–4–0)

Fourteen poems—the 13 brief poems referenced in the title plus a longer 
introductory offering—affirm the lives and experiences of Black boys and young 
men. Across the collection, the poems and accompanying illustrations move 
from very young childhood (“mama’s little butterfly” in “Anacostia Angel”) to 
middle childhood (“My granny made me this suit / so I can look nice for God” 
in “Little Mister May”; “Summertime on stoop / Forehead sweat like ice cream 
tears” in “Lazy Hazy Days”) to adolescence and young adulthood (“Know how 
many times / I done miss this broke-down bus” in “Athlete’s Broke Bus Blues”). 
The final poem is in the voice of a young Black man who has returned to his 
childhood school as a teacher (“Givin’ Back to the Community”). Each poem 
is illustrated by a different Black artist, showcasing an arresting array of visual 
styles, media, and depictions of Black boys. Notes from the poet and about each 
of the artists conclude this slim, essential volume. (Age 8 and older)

Nye, Naomi Shihab. Voices in the Air: Poems for Listeners. Greenwillow 
Books / HarperCollins, 2018. 190 pages (978–0–06–269184–2)

“Can we go outside and listen?” Naomi Nye ponders in her introduction. Or 
stay in. Reflect. Pay. Attention. If we do, we’ll find there is no such thing as a too-
small moment or memory. The poems here range topically from the treatment 
of Palestinians (grief ), to Ferguson, where Nye grew up (more grief ), to the 
way genuine connection uplifts her. Many poets and writers are introduced—
some in dedications, some in the poems themselves—and further illuminated 
in Nye’s brief comments at volume’s end. Nye is, above all, a poet of hope and 
heartening. In “Mountains,” she writes about Jesse, a young man of 21 who was 
once a 6-year-old child in one of her poetry workshops. “It was my Best Day!” 
he tells her, and wonders how he can get back to that feeling. “... You knew the 
truth / when you were six that your street was magical / and full of mountains 
/ though it was utterly flat. / You wrote about the rooster’s songs / and the dog’s 
barkingful wonder. / You wrote Who do you think I am am am? / And knew 
instinctively it was more powerful to say / ‘am’ / three times than one— / You 
are still that person.” Go Jesse. Go Naomi. (Age 11 and older)
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Tuttle, Sarah Grace. Hidden City: Poems of Urban Wildlife. Illustrated by 
Amy Schimler-Safford. Eerdmans, 2018. 44 pages (978–0–8028–5459–9)

A collection of short poems illuminates the ways in which nature thrives and 
adapts to life in urban areas. Urban wildlife can be small and fierce, like two ant 
colonies battling one another on the sidewalk. It can be sprawling and colorful, 
like a community garden in a vacant lot. It is found in parks, backyards, and 
sidewalk cracks; on rooftops; under stairs; and in the branches of trees. It can 
be welcome (sunflowers and birds) or unwelcome (raccoons and mice). It is 
everywhere, and these poems quietly celebrate its presence amongst buildings, 
traffic, and humans. The short lines of the poems pack plenty of detail, and the 
large pages feature brightly colored digital illustrations. Additional “fun facts” 
about the wildlife mentioned in the poetry are included at the end. (Ages 3–8)

Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Martin Rising: Requiem for a King. Illustrated by 
Brian Pinkney. Scholastic Press, 2018. 127 pages (978–0–545–70253–9)

In early April 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., returned to Memphis to stand 
again with striking sanitation workers. Fevered and tired, he wanted to skip the 
April 3 evening rally at Mason Temple, but went and roused the crowd with 
his oratory and his faith in the path of nonviolence and the promise of the 
future he knew he may not live to see. Late afternoon April 4, he participated 
in a gleeful pillow fight in his room at the Lorraine Motel before dressing for 
dinner. These and other moments illuminated in poems detailing King’s life, 
and especially his final days, his death, and the grief that followed, are full 
of poignancy, power, and tension. Divided into three sections—Daylight, 
Darkness, Dawn—the poems’ language and cadence don’t just invite but insist 
on being spoken aloud. Impeccably researched and documented, the poems, 
paired with expressive mixed-media illustrations, conclude with a brief photo 
essay about the Memphis strike and King’s assassination, along with a timeline, 
sources, and an essential author’s note. The pain of King’s loss feels immediate 
and shocking, the hope of his legacy lasting. (Age 9 and older)

Wright, Richard. Seeing into Tomorrow. Biography and illustrations by 
Nina Crews. Millbrook Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–5124–1865–1)

Richard Wright grew up in Mississippi. “He was a little boy who knew the 
sound of trees rustling in the wind, the journey of a solitary ant, and the 
brown of a muddy dirt road,” writes Nina Crews in a brief introduction to 
these lovely haiku. African American Wright, Crews continues, was a child at 
a time when “people said that brown little boys like him didn’t grow up to be 
famous writers.” Of course, Wright did, in fact, grow up to be exactly that. 
The 12 poems here, which Wright wrote later in his career, all reflect a sense of 
connection to nature. They’re paired with photographs taken by Crews showing 
diverse brown-skinned boys in this delightful and affirming collection that 
concludes with more about haiku (of which Wright wrote more than 4,000) 
and Richard Wright. (Ages 5–10)
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Concept Books

Coat, Janik. Llamaphones. Abrams Appleseed, 2018. 34 pages 
(978–1–4197–2827–3)

Variations on a stylized green llama illustrate 17 pears…er…pairs of 
homophones in a board book that is a visual delight. A “pair” of llamas and a 
llama shaped like a “pear.” A llama on a bottom “stair” and a comically round-
eyed llama caught in a “stare.” A glistening-winged llama “fairy” and a llama 
on a ferry. Each page spread features two sound-alike words and two droll 
illustrations sure to bring smiles, whether or not children are old enough to read 
the words. For those who are, the sly sophistication will overcome resistance to 
the book format. (Ages 3–9)

Fox, Mem. Ducks Away! Illustrated by Judy Horacek. U.S. edition: 
Scholastic Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–338–18566–9)

A mother duck waddles onto a bridge followed by her five ducklings. A sudden 
gust blows the last little duck into the river below. Its mother quacks, “What 
should I do? Where should I go, with four on the bridge and one below?” 
Each of the remaining ducklings falls into the river in turn, with Mother Duck 
repeating her refrain, re-stating the numbers of little ducks on the bridge and in 
the water each time. Eventually only she is left on the bridge until, encouraged 
by her brood, she joins them in the river. Subtraction, sorting, and spatial 
concepts are smoothly incorporated into a funny and appealing read-aloud for 
preschool or kindergarten. (Ages 3–6)

Henkes, Kevin. A Parade of Elephants. Greenwillow, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–06–266827–1)

From morning to night, five brightly colored little elephants march in a line, 
up and down, under and over, round and round, introducing simple concepts 
to very young children. Although the text is spare, a subtle use of word play 
(double meanings for “round” and “done,” for example) adds surprise, as does 
the final trumpeting before the elephants fall asleep at night. The heavy brown 
outlines contrast with the soft pinks, blues, greens, and yellows, and anchor the 
watercolor illustrations, keeping the elephants in line. Exquisite bookmaking 
includes heavy creamy paper, day and night endpapers, and a front cover that 
shows the front of the elephant and a back cover that shows the elephant’s 
backside. This elegant book for babies and toddlers offers so many pleasures to 
both the eye and the ear that they and their parents will enjoy reading it again 
and again. (Ages 9 months–3 years)

Light, Steve. Black Bird Yellow Sun. Candlewick Press, 2018. 16 pages 
(978–0–7636–9067–0)

A deceptively simple board book, with just four words per page (two of which 
are always “black bird”) is also quite elegant. From morning to night, a black 
bird moves from page to page, each featuring part of the natural world that’s 
a different color. Logically organized from sun up (“yellow sun”) to sundown 
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(“blue moon”), the little black bird is shown from various perspectives 
throughout the day, sometimes flying, sometimes perched. The lines are 
clean and the shapes are clear in the textured collage artwork, so that a baby 
will always be able to find the black bird in its natural setting. It’s rare for an 
eight-page-spread board book to offer such a high level of artistry and such an 
exquisite aesthetic. (Birth to age 3)

Picture Books for Young Children

Agee, Jon. The Wall in the Middle of the Book. Dial, 2018. 40 pages 
978–0–525–55545–2)

A little knight on the left-hand side of the brick wall running down the exact 
center of this book explains that his side of the wall is completely safe as he scales 
a ladder to repair a broken brick near the top. The other side, he notes, is filled 
with danger. And indeed, a rhino, a tiger, and a gorilla are on the other side of 
the wall. But they don’t look particularly scary. In fact, they are all frightened 
by a mouse. Even the ogre who enters the scene from stage right appears to be 
friendly (and turns out to be altruistic). Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the knight, 
there are all sorts of dangers creeping up behind him on his side of the wall: a 
crocodile, predatory fish, and quickly rising water. But he’s too obsessed with 
the perceived danger on the other side to notice. A clever design and funny 
storyline combine to serve as a parable about fear of the unknown. (Ages 3–7)

Beebe, Katy. Good Morning, Harry, Good Night, Daddy. Illustrated by 
Valeri Gorbachev. Eerdmans, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–8028–5450–6)

In this cozy story of a working-class British family, a father’s overnight shift on 
a sleeper train parallels his family’s evening and bedtime rituals. In a narrative 
alternating between father and son, Daddy helps passengers board and find their 
cabins as Harry and Gran head home for late afternoon tea. As Daddy delivers 
trays of tea to families on the train, Harry feeds Baby while Mummy puts supper 
on the table. Daddy enjoys his late-night lunch while, back home, Harry and 
Baby are bathed. In the morning, when Daddy finally arrives home, ready 
for a bowl of porridge and bed, Harry is just beginning a new day. Peppered 
with British words, phrases, and lullabies (“moggy,” “mind the gap,” and “too-
ra-loo,” to name a few), this book offers a glimpse into the life of a loving, 
multigenerational family and the fascinating-to-kids work of a sleeper train 
attendant. (Ages 2–5)

Bell, Davina. Captain Starfish. Illustrated by Allison Colpoys. Abrams, 
2018. 32 pages (978–1–4197–2837–2)

“The day before the Underwater Dress-Up Parade, Alfie got that feeling.” It’s 
a familiar feeling, and not a nice one. Alfie tells himself he’s brave enough to 
be Captain Starfish in the parade, but that night he dreams of sea monsters. In 
the morning his tummy hurts and he doesn’t go. His parents take him to the 
aquarium instead. During their visit, Alfie notices a small clown fish who swims 
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to the glass for just a second before darting away to hide in the coral. Inspired 
by that brief encounter, Alfie realizes it’s okay not being Captain Starfish this 
year, but decides that next year he’ll be a clown fish in the parade. Alfie’s fear will 
be relatable for many children with social anxiety. His parents’ calm acceptance 
means they don’t try to push Alfie, or treat him like there’s something wrong 
that needs fixing. It makes the final page spread showing clown fish Alfie one 
year later all the more satisfying. A limited, unusual color palette with soothing 
blues and punctuations of bright coral adds further distinction to this welcome 
picture book. (Ages 3–6)

Brum, J. M. Our Car. Illustrated by Jan Bajtlik. A Neal Porter Book / 
Roaring Brook Press, 2018. 28 pages (978–1–62672–246–0)

Distinctive illustrations take center stage in this sprightly import from Poland 
in which a child delights in the family’s little red convertible through whimsical 
journeys rooted in imaginary play. The size of the book (short and wide) 
accentuates the movement of the little red car from left to right across the 
page, except when mechanical work is being done. The details about the car are 
childlike (its color, how fast it can go, what happens when it rains, etc.), adding 
to the book’s appeal. In the end, it’s revealed that the child has been playing in a 
makeshift car inside the house all along in this deceptively simple, aesthetically 
appealing book sure to be a crowd pleaser with young car enthusiasts. 
(Ages 2–4)

Calabrese, Keith. Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous: A First-Day-of-School 
Dilemma. Illustrated by Juana Medina. Atheneum, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–5344–0894–4)

Lena is excited to be starting kindergarten. She’s picked out her favorite clothes 
to wear—blue dress, pink striped socks, green-flowered headband, yellow 
shoes—but her shoes are reluctant to go. When Lena’s dad suggests her dress 
(which is “very outgoing,” according to Lena) talk to her shoes, Lena informs 
him they don’t get along. Luckily Lena’s headband is friends with all her clothes. 
Between the headband’s encouragement, and Lena’s suggestion that she might 
have to wear her slippers if the shoes won’t come, the shoes—and Lena—find 
their courage. Brown-skinned Lena uses imagination and role-playing to work 
through first-day-of school nerves, while her supportive dad knows when to step 
in and when to get out of the way. A fresh, playful story perfectly matched by 
exuberant, digitally rendered illustrations that use both bright colors and black-
and-white lines to wonderful effect. (Ages 3–7)

Doerrfeld, Cori. Good Dog. Harper, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–06–266286–6)
A small, adorable dog watches a brown-skinned girl and her mom get on a 
bike before the title page. “Stray dog” begins the narrative—two words on the 
left side of each spread, accompanied by the full-page visual storytelling on the 
right, here showing the small white-and-black pup chasing them. The girl waves 
to the dog. The dog loses sight of them in traffic (“Lost dog”). Scared, lonely, 
hungry, hopeful: The dog’s status shifts across scenes in which the young girl 
usually appears and the pup always appears (sometimes to break your heart), 
following them. In the park, the girl gives the dog a treat, but leaves her teddy 
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bear behind when they leave. “Smart dog” realizes what’s happened, and retraces 
the route taken across the day to return it to her at home. “My dog?” the girl 
asks her parents (dad is Black, mom is white). “Good dog” she tells the pup as 
they get ready for bed that night in this sweetly tender offering with charming 
digital ink illustrations and wonderful word choice. Good story. (Ages 2–4)

Day, Nancy Raines. Baby’s Firsts. Illustrated by Michael Emberley. 
Charlesbridge, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–58089–774–7)

Babies are cared for and loved by their families from the moments immediately 
following birth (“First cry. First meal. First burp. Warm feel.”), on through a 
series of physical and developmental milestones of their first year in this pleasing 
picture book. First smiles, laughter, and teeth are followed by crawling, walking, 
and words. The year of babies’ firsts culminates in a first birthday celebration. A 
diverse cast of families and a succinct rhyming text lovingly capture many of the 
highs and some of the lows (dirty diapers, parental exhaustion) of welcoming a 
newborn into the home. (Ages 1–4)

Desmond, Jenni. Albert’s Tree. Candlewick Press, 2018. 24 pages 
(978–0–7636–9688–7)

Albert the bear heads straight to his favorite tree after hibernating. He’s missed 
climbing and the peace and quiet he enjoys there. Then he hears a wail. Is his 
tree crying? Albert, Rabbit, and Caribou try to cheer the tree up—they dig holes 
for it to play in and gather some grass for the tree to eat, but nothing helps. 
Finally, Albert gives the tree a hug and asks why it’s crying. The tree replies that 
he’s scared of the big hairy monster. Albert (the big hairy monster) realizes that 
the voice is not coming from the tree, but from a tiny owl nesting inside it. After 
the initial shock of their meeting, Albert and Owl bond over their shared love of 
the tree. Gentle humor and a sweet, unexpected friendship are complemented 
by mixed-media illustrations that give a cozy feel to Albert’s forest home with 
shades of green, brown, grey, and blue. (Ages 3–6)

Dotlich, Rebecca Kai. You and Me. Illustrated by Susan Reagan. Creative 
Editions, 2018. 16 pages (978–1–56846–321–6)

“His skin’s so soft. / His hair’s so fine. / I know my numbers / up to nine.” A 
board book brimming with warmth offers a fresh, lively, relatable look at family 
change. Rhyming couplets pair third-person statements in the voice of an adult 
(who appears to be the mom) making observations about the new baby in the 
family to an older sibling, with first-person statements in the voice of the older 
child, who is eager to tout their own accomplishments. The big sibling is also, 
of course, assuring they still have a place at the grown-up’s center of attention, 
something that there is no doubt about even before the big kid finally gets a lap 
and storytime—when the baby falls asleep. “Hurray! / It’s time for you and me! ” 
The baby is a boy; the older child could be any gender in story that celebrates 
both children in this Black family. The illustrations, like the narrative, provide 
a vivid, comforting sense of realism. (Ages Birth–6)
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Dubuc, Marianne. Up the Mountain Path. Translated from the French. 
U.S. edition: Princeton Architectural Press, 2018. 68 pages 
(978–1–61689–723–9)

When Lulu the cat asks to join Mrs. Badger on her weekly solo hike up to 
Sugarloaf Peak, she learns a lot from the more experienced hiker, and not just 
about hiking. Detailed illustrations offer an even bigger picture of all that’s 
going on in Mrs. Badger’s world while the wry, understated text leaves room 
for the child’s mind to figure out all that’s happening by linking the words to 
the pictures. Like Lulu, readers and listeners will see the small acts of kindness 
that define how Mrs. Badger lives her life. Animals who should be enemies/
predators make quiet, conscious choices here to co-exist. The friendship that 
develops between Mrs. Badger and Lulu is depicted by showing, not telling. The 
same goes for Mrs. Badger’s aging process and inevitable death (keep your eye 
on the vulture) in this gentle storybook that doesn’t sugarcoat its message but is 
comforting nonetheless. (Ages 3–7)

Dunbar, Polly. A Lion Is a Lion. Candlewick Press, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–7636–9731–0)

A scowling lion on page one dons a hat, skips down the street, wipes his feet on 
the front mat, and inquires after the health of Auntie Sue. Is a lion still a lion if 
he behaves nicely, and says please when asking for pudding? “Yes! A lion is a lion 
is a lion!” When he shows his teeth and roars, is it time to hide, or is it time to 
say “No!” and shoo that lion out the door? A jaunty text and playful illustrations 
encourage readers to trust their instincts and say no if something doesn’t feel 
safe without ever becoming overly heavy-handed or didactic. The empowered 
children who chase the lion from their home know they are not obligated to be 
polite to someone who is trying to hurt them, even when that someone is large 
and powerful. (Ages 3–6)

Duncan, Monique. When Mama Braids My Hair. Sweet Pea Books, 2018. 
32 pages (978–1–5136–3352–7)

Hair braiding is a Sunday night ritual for a little girl and her mama. “Tugging, 
combing, pulling, twisting—Mama parts my thick coils to smooth out all the 
tangles.” As her mama works, she tells the girl that her hair style echoes those 
worn by women thousands of years ago. The little girl imagines herself as an 
Egyptian queen, a Nigerian goddess, a Zulu warrior, and a Maasai girl, each with 
a different hairstyle. All of the hairstyles are rooted in specific geographic and 
cultural regions of Africa (shown in the back with a map and brief description) 
but all also reflect contemporary styles worn by Black women and girls today. 
The history and cultural grounding of these styles is further detailed in brief 
descriptions accompanying photographs of children wearing them at book’s end. 
The warmth between mother and daughter is as lasting as the cultural pride in 
this picture book featuring bold acrylic and collage illustrations. (Ages 3–8)

Ellis, Sarah. Ben and the Scaredy-Dog. Illustrated by Kim La Fave. 
Pajama Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–77278–044–4)

“When Ben looks at a dog he sees jaws and teeth. That’s a dog to Ben. Jaws and 
teeth.” When Erv moves in next door to Ben and invites him over to play, Ben 
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knows her dog, Max, will be there. But it turns out Max is scared too—of the 
shiny floors in his new home. Max has his big bulk contained on a tiny bath 
mat. When Ben is left alone for a moment with Max, he knows everything not 
to do: Don’t look him in the eye; don’t let him smell fear. So Ben shuts his eyes 
tight, and tries not to smell like anything. “Then he heard a sound. Tickety-
tick. It was the sound of a dog’s toenails on a shiny floor.” Ben starts to hum 
nervously, and soon feels Max’s big bulk pressing into his side. When Ben finally 
risks a glimpse, “He didn’t see jaws and teeth. He saw a brave, friendly leaner.” 
The drama of the tickety-tick of Max’s claws and the huge shadow of Max that 
precedes his arrival at Ben’s side both amplify the tension, which in turn adds to 
the sweet relief of this warm, satisfying story. (Ages 3–7)

Frazee, Marla. Little Brown. Beach Lane, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–4814–2522–3)

Little Brown, a cranky (but otherwise unremarkable) brown dog, has no one 
to play with at the kennel. Is that why he’s cranky? Or do none of the other 
dogs include him because he's cranky? When he hoards all the other dogs’ 
toys, what should they do? What should Little Brown do? In Frazee’s superb 
text, supported by equally fine, soft-hued pencil and gouache illustrations, a 
dramatic narrative crafted with wonderful language and artful pacing is full of 
hilariously spot-on dog behavior. But Little Brown’s isolation is heartbreaking, 
while the puzzlement of the other dogs and the “dilemma” they all face make 
for a complex look at social dynamics. The brilliant open ending leaves 
everything up for discussion with young readers and listeners, who no doubt 
know people like all of the dogs portrayed here. Winner, 2019 Charlotte 
Zolotow Award (Ages 3–7)

Gomi, Taro. The Crocodile and the Dentist. Translated from the Japanese. 
U.S. edition: Chronicle, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–4521–7028–2)

A crocodile with a painful tooth and his human dentist both approach an 
appointment with dread: “I really don’t want to, but I have to.” Their mirrored 
perspectives continue throughout the encounter (“I’m scared … But I should be 
brave.”) even to the shared “Ouch!” as the dentist prods the sensitive tooth and 
the crocodile reflexively bites down on his hand. Although both parties reflect 
it was “an awful thing to do!” they also privately agree “there’s no use getting 
angry.” As the patient departs the office, both state fervently that they don’t want 
to see the other again, so tooth brushing is a must. Their twinned perspectives 
on each statement offer a humorous chance to explore differing takes on the 
same series of events. (Ages 3–6)

Gomi, Taro. Little Truck. Translated from the Japanese. U.S. edition: 
Chronicle, 2018. 20 pages (978–1–4521–6300–0)

A bright pink Little Truck makes its way along the road under the watchful 
eye of a large orange truck. The orange truck warns Little Truck not to go too 
fast and provides a helpful push when Little Truck slows down trying to crest a 
hill. When Little Truck heads into a tunnel, the trailing orange truck wonders, 
“Where did Little Truck go? Are you okay, Little Truck?” After catching up, 
orange truck gives Little Truck a ride on its flatbed. “Sweet dreams, Little 
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Truck. It’s time to go home.” The simple text and boldly outlined illustrations 
of this compact board book offer both drama and the safety net of an attentive 
caretaker for young adventurers. (Ages 1–3)

Gott, Barry. Honk! Splat! Vroom! Carolrhoda, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–5124–4140–6)

Written almost entirely in onomatopoeia, this picture book follows five mice 
in tiny, different-colored racecars. When they take off at the starting line in the 
grassy outdoors (“Vroom!”), the mouse in the blue car is left sneezing in the dust. 
But when the four lead mice get stuck in a mud puddle (“Splat! Splat! Splat! 
Splat!”) the blue mouse uses them as stepping stones (“Boink! Boink! Boink! 
Boink!”). Briefly in the lead, the blue mouse tumbles into a creek and thinks it’s 
all over, but he’s assisted by a passing goose. Meanwhile, the four others retake 
the lead but are waylaid and nearly eaten by a cat, until blue mouse and the 
goose come to their rescue. The life-threatening race has taught the mice to be 
better sports, and they all cross the finish line together. With spare but expressive 
text that varies in size and boldness, this story is loads of fun and carries a clearly 
communicated, but not preachy, message of cooperation. (Ages 2–5)

Hellman, Blake Liliane. Something Smells! Illustrated by Steven Henry. A 
Caitlyn Dlouhy Book / Atheneum, 2018. 40 pages (978–1–4814–8864–8)

One morning, upon awakening, Elliot’s nose detects “a most terrible smell.” A 
search for the source commences. There’s nothing stinky hiding under his bed. 
There doesn’t seem to be a skunk in the neighborhood. It’s not his hamster, 
his bird, or his dad. At breakfast, Elliot is so busy searching that he ignores his 
mother’s admonishment (“Not one more day in that costume, Elliot!”) and 
continues sniffing various human and animal members of the family. It isn’t 
until Elliot’s mother insists he remove his skeleton costume and take a bath that 
Elliot realizes what readers have known all along: He is the source of the smell. 
Detailed illustrations show a large, slightly hectic family home and evidence of 
a recently celebrated Halloween. Readers who have a leg up on Elliot will laugh 
at his humorous thought process and total bewilderment. (Ages 3–7)

Heras, Theo. Where’s Bunny? Illustrated by Renné Benoit. Pajama Press, 
2018. 24 pages (978–1–77278–043–7)

A brown-skinned toddler and his older sister work their way through a bedtime 
checklist outlined on the opening endpaper. From picking up toys through 
bathing, tooth brushing, pajama donning, and story time, the little boy 
cheerfully follows the routine under the loving supervision of his big sister. 
An occasional “where’s Bunny?” check-in shows the reassuring proximity of a 
favorite toy. The evening closes with hugs, kisses, and a lullaby, followed by a 
final “Good night, Bunny.” (Ages 1–4)

Himmelman, John. Floaty. Henry Holt, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–250–12805–8)

Mr. Raisin is something of a grump. He enjoys sewing. He does not enjoy 
mysterious baskets left on his front porch. He does not enjoy receiving 
unsolicited puppies in said baskets. And he especially does not enjoy puppies 
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that float. After nudging the floating puppy off the ceiling with a broom, Mr. 
Raisin considers ushering him out the front door—but he’s not heartless enough 
to let the puppy just float away. He fumbles his way through his first day of dog 
ownership, tossing cornflakes into the air for the puppy—now floating on a 
leash—to eat and aiming a water hose at his mouth. Over time, the dog grows 
on Mr. Raisin. He’s not such a bad companion. Mr. Raisin names him Floaty, 
much to his own amusement. But to his dismay, when they’re out for a “walk” 
one day, Floaty floats off when his leash snaps. Mr. Raisin must use his sewing 
skills to rescue his beloved new friend. Brightly colored illustrations provide 
most of the humor in this delightfully droll and heartwarming story. (Ages 3–6)

Leung, Hilary. Will Sheep Sleep? Scholastic, 2018. 36 pages 
(978–1–338–21562–5)

Leung, Hilary. Will Ladybug Hug? Scholastic, 2018. 36 pages 
(978–1–338–21560–1)

Leung, Hilary. Will Bear Share? Scholastic, 2018. 36 pages 
(978–1–338–21559–5)

Three board books offer thoughtful, sometimes unexpected answers to three 
titular questions. In Will Bear Share?, Bear has a playroom full of toys and 
snacks, but will she share? Each page spread depicts Bear with one of her 
possessions as it asks the question. The answer is always “yes”—except when 
it comes to her toothbrush, which she will not share with her crocodile friend. 
Using the same question-and-answer format, Ladybug offers to hug each friend 
in Will Ladybug Hug? All of her friends accept her increasingly creative hugs 
except Sheep, who, in a simple lesson about consent and respect, says that he 
“does not want to hug and that’s okay.” In Will Sheep Sleep?, Sheep is tired, but 
will he sleep? He tries a few different bedtime activities. Brushing his teeth, 
cuddling his favorite stuffed animal, and reading a story do not help him sleep, 
but counting sheep—with a little help from his sheep-costumed friends—just 
might. Silly, engaging questions and bug-eyed animals invite young children to 
think and talk about activities and social interactions they likely encounter in 
their own day-to-day lives. (Ages 1–3)

Lin, Grace. A BIG Mooncake for Little Star. Little, Brown, 2018, 32 pages 
(978–0–316–40448–8)

Little Star’s Mama takes the Big Mooncake out of the oven and lays it onto the 
night sky to cool. “Can you remember not to touch this Big Mooncake until 
I tell you to?” Little Star says yes, and she does remember until the middle 
of that night. Then all she can think about is that Big Mooncake. “Pat Pat 
Pat.” She tiptoes out and takes a tiny nibble. Trailing crumbs, she flies back 
to bed. But the next night she does it again. And again the night after that. 
Slowly the Big Mooncake gets smaller, its shape gradually changing from round 
to crescent to nothing at all. Grace Lin’s enchanting original story inspired 
by the Chinese Mid-Autumn (Moon) Festival features luminous gouache 
illustrations in beautiful black and gold showing Little Star, Mama, and the 
deep night sky in which the Big Mooncake wanes, crumbs sparkling as stars. 
Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 2–5)
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Love, Jessica. Julián Is a Mermaid. Candlewick Press, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–7636–9045–8)

Riding the train home from the swimming pool, Julián and his abuela see 
women clad in elegant, mint-green dresses trailing tail fins: mermaids. Wide-
eyed Julián drifts into a fantasy: submerged in water, his hair lengthens and he’s 
swept up in a stream of sea creatures, a tail where his legs had been, a large blue 
fish presenting him with a coral necklace. Once home, while Abuela takes a 
bath Julián removes his clothing, tucks fern leaves and flowers into a headband, 
and kneels on the vanity to apply lipstick. From the gauzy window curtain he 
fashions a tail and strikes a pose—only to be discovered by a towel-wrapped 
Abuela, who promptly walks away. Julián’s relief is palpable when Abuela, 
dressed in blue, returns to present him with a beaded coral necklace. Without a 
word, she takes Julián’s hand and leads him to the mermaid parade, where they 
join in the celebration. A soft, colorful palette and gorgeous watercolor and ink 
illustrations on brown paper realistically portray bodies of all different sizes in 
this touching story of an abuela’s love and acceptance of her gender-creative 
grandchild. (Ages 3–8)

Maier, Brenda. The Little Red Fort. Illustrated by Sonia Sánchez. 
Scholastic Press, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–545–85919–6)

When Ruby decides to build a fort, her brothers Oscar Lee, Rodrigo, and 
José, tell her, “You don’t know how to build anything.” Ruby shrugs and says 
she’ll learn. “And she did.” When she asks who wants to help draw plans, the 
boys say no. Ruby says she’ll draw them herself. “And she did.” So it goes as 
industrious young Ruby is undeterred by her brothers’ laughter and disinterest, 
which lasts until the fort is finished. When Ruby asks who wants to play inside, 
all three boys are eager. “Not so fast,” says Ruby, who invites them in only 
after they’ve shown their willingness to lend a hand. A fresh, original take on 
The Little Red Hen features a self-possessed young Latinx girl and her family. 
While the dialogue features only Ruby and her brothers, the equally energizing 
mixed-media illustrations show Ruby’s adult family members, who look to be 
her mom, dad, and grandmother, helping her get the job done. The author 
shares her enthusiasm for The Little Red Hen variations in a note following this 
captivating new version. (Ages 3–7)

Montanari, Susan McElroy. Hip-Hop Lollipop. Illustrated by Brian 
Pinkney. Schwartz & Wade, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–101–93482–1)

Lollie just can’t stop dancing. Even though Mama says “Lollipop stop!” and 
“Time for bed. Bed.” When Lollie dances with sister, Daddy reminds her it’s 
bedtime. “Teeth brushing. / Music crushing! / Bass thumping. / Shoulders 
pumping!” Finally, she’s in her pjs and turns the music low. “She can still hear 
it, though.” Daddy turns the lights down. “Last rotation. Relaxation. Eyes 
close, but just then …” It turns out Lollie dances in her dreams, too, in this 
smile-inducing story featuring a young Black girl. Watercolor and India ink 
illustrations full of energy and movement capture Lollie’s joy, and the love and 
patience of her family. (Ages 3–7)



51CCBC Choices 2019 Picture Books for Young Children

Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. Blue. A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Brook Press, 
2018. 32 pages (978–1–62672–066–4)

Various shades of blue are part of the life of a boy and his dog as both of them 
grow and change. Seeger’s masterful acrylic paintings offer a surprise with every 
single page turn, whether in clever die-cuts or in the paired words that play 
on the color and concept of “blue.” Every double-page spread suggests its own 
story as it captures a moment in time, encouraging readers to think about what 
came before that moment and what will come after. “Maybe blue,” for example, 
shows a spill of yellow paint on the boy’s mostly blue painting. There is also 
a book-long narrative that unfolds in the interplay between the boy and his 
dog over time, from babyhood to adulthood, puppyhood to old age. By story’s 
end, “blue” has become a mood, as the poignant moment when the boy—now 
grown—must say goodbye arrives (“So blue”) in a work that is funny and sad, 
powerful and tender. (Ages 3–7)

Sima, Jessie. Harriet Gets Carried Away. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 42 
pages (978–1–4814–6911–1)

Harriet wears costumes everywhere—laundromat, park, dentist. When her dads 
take her shopping for her birthday party snacks, she’s dressed as a penguin and 
waddles off in search of party hats. “… don’t get carried away,” they tell her. 
Harriet does get carried away—literally—by a passel of penguins she meets in 
the frozen food aisle. “Where are we going?” It turns out the penguins are going 
back home, in hot air balloons. “I don’t think I belong here,” Harriet says when 
they arrive. An ice floe, an improvised parasail, an orca whale, and some city 
pigeons all aid in her return trip, and she nabs the last package of party hats on 
the rack. Harriet changes into her lion costume for the evening rooftop birthday 
party, which includes her diverse group of friends, each sporting costumes of 
their own. Layered visual storytelling in soft purple, blue, and gray chronicle 
biracial Harriet’s whimsical journey and warm, funny, realistic details of her 
life in the city with her dads (one Black, one white) in an affirming story that 
celebrates imagination. (Ages 3–6)

Stehr, Frédéric. Bim Bam Boom. Translated from the French. Gecko Press, 
2018. 24 pages (978–1–776571–36–9)

An owlet drumming with wooden spoons on an overturned saucepan (“BIM 
BAM BIM BAM BIM”) inspires another young bird to fetch a pair of pan 
lid cymbals (“TISH TISH”). One by one, three more avian friends join the 
impromptu ensemble, employing a colander, spatula, measuring spoon, and fork 
to add BOOM, DONG, and CLANG to the musical mix. The noise brings an 
adult owl to reclaim the kitchenware, in trade for a luscious treat. The final page 
of this onomatopoeic revelry on board pages suggests the creative crew will soon 
be off to their next project as they eye shelves of colorful preserves. (Ages 1–3)

Stein, David Ezra. Honey. Nancy Paulsen Books / Penguin, 2018. 
32 pages (978–1–5247–3786–3)

Bear wakes up after his big sleep. Now in his second year, he remembers honey: 
“Warm, golden, sweet … spicy, aromatic, sparking with sunlight…” But when 
he goes in search of honey, he’s disappointed to discover spring is too soon to 
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find it. Soon he’s distracted by other good things: the splatter of rain on his 
back, the feel of cool river water on his muzzle, the sight of fat clouds in the 
sky. Eventually, the sight of a bee reminds him: Honey! And it’s finally time. 
Easygoing, endearing Bear lives fully in each moment. His disappointment, 
while genuine, is always followed by something wonderful he takes notice of. 
Terrific word choice contributes to fine pacing that slows down and speeds up 
depending on Bear’s emotions. Warm, sprightly illustrations done primarily 
in watercolor are framed in soft black lines and surrounded by white space 
contributing to the friendly feel of the story. Honor Book, 2019 Charlotte 
Zolotow Award (Ages 2–5)

Stott, Ann. Want to Play Trucks? Illustrated by Bob Graham. Candlewick 
Press, 2018. 24 pages (978–0–7636–8173–9)

Alex and Jack each bring their favorite toys to their daily play date in the 
park: sparkly tutu-clad dolls for Alex, a collection of toy trucks for Jack. 
When Jack wants to play trucks, and Alex wants to play dolls, the two friends 
play dolls that drive trucks. But when Jack brings out a toy crane, it sparks 
an argument. Crane drivers, Jack asserts, cannot wear tutus. Alex disagrees. 
It becomes a shouting match before Jack explains that a tutu “wouldn’t fit in 
the driver’s seat.” They calmly discuss how best to continue their game before 
buying a treat from a passing ice cream truck. (They fully agree that ice cream 
is delicious.) Bob Graham’s illustrations bring additional joy and detail to this 
story about communication and cooperation: Jack’s and Alex’s mothers are 
talking animatedly on a park bench in the background, and diverse community 
members pass on the street. Jack’s and Alex’s genders are not indicated; both are 
shown with short hair, wearing blue jeans and white shirts. (Ages 2–5)

Strasser, Susanne. So Far Up. Translated from the German by Elisabeth 
Lauffer. U.S. edition: Charlesbridge, 2018. 20 pages 
(978–1–58089–848–5)

An enticing cake in a second-story window draws the attention of a hungry 
Bear. “But the cake is so far up. And Bear is so far down.” Pig jumps onto Bear’s 
head, but they still can’t reach the cake. Dog is added to the mounting animal 
ladder, followed by Rabbit, Hen, and Frog, but each time the cake remains “so 
far up.” When a child suddenly appears at the window and takes the cake, it 
seems the animals’ combined effort was in vain—until the front door pops open 
and the cake is shared with all. Appealing illustrations showcasing the animals’ 
acrobatic balancing act, a patterned refrain, and energetic sound effects combine 
in a board book with a delicious surprise ending. (Ages 1–4)

Sullivan, John. Kitten and the Night Watchman. Illustrated by Taeeun 
Yoo. A Paula Wiseman Book / Simon & Schuster, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–4814–6191–7)

The night watchman leaves his home and family as the sun is setting and heads 
off to work alone. He makes his rounds on a city lot where big equipment is 
parked through the night. “Stars twinkle. The full moon shines like an old 
friend. He thinks of his boy and girl, safe and asleep at home.” Then out from 
under a big truck comes a small kitten. “Meooowww.” The kitten follows him. 
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“Garbage trucks line up like circus elephants …. An excavator bows like a 
strange giraffe.” He shares his dinner with her on his break, and then…she 
disappears! The worried night watchman is relieved when the kitten finally 
shows up again, and as night becomes dawn, he heads home. “But this time he 
is not alone.” Arresting descriptions of the sights and sounds surrounding the 
night watchman are as satisfying as the tender resolution of this story featuring 
a brown-skinned man and his mixed-race family. (Ages 3–7)

Sullivan, Mary. Nobody’s Duck. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 
32 pages (978–0–544–79250–0)

A duck camped out in an alligator’s front yard claims to belong to nobody. Sure 
that can’t be true, and annoyed by the duck’s persistent presence, the alligator 
loads the duck and its comically ample collection of hats into a wagon and heads 
out. At each stop (library, movie theater, go-kart track, skydiving company), the 
alligator asks, “Is this your duck?” At each stop, after careful scrutiny, the queried 
animal replies, with increasing degree of emphasis, in the negative. And at each 
stop, the duck engineers an adventure, checking out books, and purchasing 
two admissions to the movie (Dogzilla ), the go-karts, and skydiving in turn. 
By day’s end, it’s been a wild ride (and drop from the sky) for the alligator. As 
for the duck, it has an answer at last to the alligator’s persistent question: “I am 
your duck!” Reflecting on the day, the alligator knows it’s true. Absurdly funny, 
much of this story plays out in the details of the comic-style illustrations, but 
the spare, speech bubble dialogue is perfect. (Ages 3–8)

Tahe, Rose Ann, and Nancy Bo Flood. First Laugh—Welcome, Baby! 
Illustrated by Jonathan Nelson. Charlesbridge, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–58089–794–5)

“Baby! We wait. Watching, tickling, smiling. When will we hear your first 
laugh?” A great deal of Navajo cultural information and details about this 
fictional family’s life is woven into both text and warm illustrations in a story 
in which Baby is the center of everyone’s attention. Baby’s first laugh will mean 
it’s time to hold the First Laugh Celebration to formally welcome Baby into 
the family and clan. At home in the city, and on a visit to Grandparents in the 
Navajo Nation, Baby naps and eats, wiggles and squirms, but there’s no laugh. 
“Your mouth opens wide… . It stretches… . A smile? Oh, no. It’s a sleepy pink 
yawn.” Finally, Grandfather lifts baby into the air and Grandmother whispers 
a corn-pollen prayer, and Baby laughs for the first time. Information about the 
Navajo First Laugh Ceremony, and new baby ceremonies in other cultures, 
follows this cheerful story. (Ages 2–5)

Thompkins-Bigelow, Jamilah. Mommy’s Khimar. Illustrated by Ebony 
Glenn. Salaam Reads, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–5344–0059–7)

A young girl admires the rainbow of khimars in her mother’s closet. “Some have 
tassels. Some have beads. Some have sparkly things all over.” Her mother wears 
one every day, tucking her hair under the scarf before she leaves the house. On 
this day, the little girl decides to put one on too, choosing her favorite color, 
yellow. She imagines herself a queen, a bird, a superhero with a cape; when 
daddy swings her up, she flies. The khimar smells like her mother: coconut 
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oil, cocoa butter, and cinnamon. Her grandmother, Mom-Mom, doesn’t wear 
a khimar, or go to mosque. Stopping by after her Sunday service, she calls the 
little girl “Sunshine” when she sees her draped in yellow. At mosque, older 
women say, “Assalamu alaikum, Little Sis!” and her Arabic teacher tells her 
another word for khimar is “hijab.” A story that will resonate with any child 
who loves dressing up offers a joyful, welcome depiction of an African American 
Muslim child, her family, and community. (Ages 3–6)

Trimmer, Christian. Teddy’s Favorite Toy. Illustrated by Madeline 
Valentine. Atheneum, 2018. 40 pages (978–1–4814–8079–6)

Brown-skinned Teddy has many cool toys, but his favorite is “Bren-Da, Warrior 
Queen of Pacifica,” who looks like an off-brand Barbie. With her impeccable 
manners, “sickest fighting skills,” and ability to rock a vast range of outfits 
(including a sandwich bag still containing pretzels), Bren-Da stars as the lead in 
Teddy’s imaginative play, until the day her leg snaps off. Teddy tries to fix her—
unsuccessfully—before he heads off to school, leaving Bren-Da bundled in a 
wad of tape on his bed. His well-intentioned mother chooses that day to tidy 
Teddy’s room, and tosses the maimed doll out with the trash. When a panicked 
Teddy reports that his prize toy is missing, his mom springs into an impressive 
action mode that mirrors how Teddy plays with Brend-Da, saving both the doll 
and the day. This celebration of unstructured play affirms Teddy’s cherished toy 
choice while never directly commenting on its break with traditional gender 
alignment. (Ages 3–7)

van Haeringen, Annemarie. How to Knit a Monster. Translated from the 
Dutch. U.S. edition: Clarion, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–328–84210–7)

An accomplished knitter, Greta the goat expands her output from socks to a 
herd of little goats. But when Mean Mrs. Sheep criticizes Greta’s technique, 
Greta loses her concentration and inadvertently knits a wolf, who chases the 
little goats away and eats Mrs. Sheep. Greta manages to hide in a storage closet, 
where she quickly knits a tiger. The tiger is a temporary solution: It gobbles 
the wolf, but then smells a “succulent goatie” it would like for its next course. 
Greta’s creative knitting delivers the tiger’s nemesis—a monster—which she 
cleverly keeps under control and reels back in by never casting the last stitches 
off her needles. “Riffle raffle riffle raffle whoosh”: Greta unravels the monster, 
and then the tiger, and finally the wolf. The satisfying denouement celebrates 
Greta’s quick thinking, while the ink, watercolor, and colored pencil illustrations 
capture the whimsy of her knitted creations. (Ages 3–6)

Yang, Belle. Angel in Beijing. Candlewick, 2018. 24 pages 
(978–0–7636–9270–4)

A young girl cycles to various Beijing landmarks as she searches for her lost cat 
in this colorfully illustrated story. The white cat appeared in the girl’s tree on 
New Year’s Eve, and the two became inseparable. In Beihai Park, they shared 
candied haw fruit. In Tiananmen Square they enjoyed the kites at the Dragon 
Boat Festival. But when Kitty chased the huge dragon kite’s tail, she was lifted 
into the air and disappeared. Devastated, the girl cycles the city, checking all 
of Kitty’s favorite places: The rowboats at Beihai Park, the Temple of Heaven, 
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artists’ workshops and antique shops on Liulichang Street. Returning to her 
neighborhood, the girl hears Kitty’s “Niaow-niaow!” and finds her white cat 
stretched across the feet of an elderly woman, who has decided to name her 
Angel. The girl offers to visit the woman and Angel often; without claiming 
ownership she selflessly accepts that Kitty has moved on to provide comfort and 
companionship for another. (Ages 3–7)

Yelchin, Eugene. Pip & Pup. Henry Holt, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–62779–394–0)

A newly hatched chick approaches a sleeping puppy, who awakens and frightens 
the chick with its rambunctious behavior. The chick retreats to its shell. When 
it starts to storm, the puppy cowers beneath a tractor. The emboldened chick 
approaches, assesses the situation, and places the top half of its shell on the 
puppy’s head for protection and comfort. The sun comes out, the new friends 
play, and there’s still a surprise or two in store in this captivating wordless story. 
Mixed media, including oil pastels and colored pencils, give a crayon-like 
quality to the expressive illustrations of a story that, for all its playfulness and 
gentle charm, has wonderful moments of drama. (Ages 2–5)

Yum, Hyewon. Saturday Is Swimming Day. Candlewick Press, 2018.  
40 pages (978–0–7636–9117–2)

A little girl is nervous about swimming lessons. Claiming a stomachache the 
first week, she sits on the side of the pool. The second week, she still has a 
stomachache, but her teacher, Mary, offers to hold her, “so I could practice ice-
cream scoops like the other kids.” By the third week, Mary helps her float like 
a starfish, even letting go (at first unexpectedly) so the little girl can float alone. 
This realistic, relatable look at anxiety is told in simple declarative sentences 
that are spare yet full of wonderful details, from the little girl’s strawberry 
swimsuit and too-tight swim cap to the cold, slippery floor. More important, 
it’s also full of comfort and reassurance, with neither her mom nor the brown-
skinned teacher pushing her but instead offering just the right amount of 
encouragement and assistance. The little girl appears Asian; her mom is white. 
Honor Book, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 3–6)

Picture Books for  
School-Age Children

Almond, David. The Dam. Illustrated by Levi Pinfold. Candlewick 
Studio, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–7636–9597–2)

A haunting story, based on an actual occurrence, recounts singular events 
leading up to the completion of a dam in Northumberland in 1981. A young 
girl named Kate and her dad visit the now-abandoned town that will disappear 
under water once the dam is active. They enter the empty houses and buildings 
so Kate can play a song on her fiddle in each one. The village, now a ghost 
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town, was once vibrant and full of music, so Kate plays the last song that will 
ever be heard in each place. Somber, realistic illustrations capture the intimacy, 
loneliness, and poignancy of Kate and her father’s acknowledgement of the 
village’s history and of the people who once lived there. An author’s note 
identifies the real father and daughter behind the story, and tells that Kate grew 
up to be a great folk musician and composer. (Ages 6–10)

Bang, Molly, with Ann Stern. When Sophie Thinks She Can’t …The Blue 
Sky Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–338–15298–2)

On a rainy day at home, Sophie is flummoxed by a math puzzle using various 
shapes (tangrams) to make a square, but her sister solves it right away. The next 
day at school her teacher challenges everyone to exercise their brains (which, 
she explains, is how brains get stronger, just like muscles) by building a large 
rectangle out of 12 small squares. Sophie knows before she even begins that 
it’s useless. “I CAN’T do puzzles and I’m NEVER smart at MATH.” Soon her 
tablemates all agree: The problem is too hard. “Now’s the time to use the Most 
Important word,” says their teacher. “That word is YET. You haven’t figured it 
out … YET.” It turns out there are many ways to solve the problem; Sophie 
does so by thinking about the rows of vegetables in her garden at home. A 
note geared toward adults about “growth mindset” follows this story featuring 
a character who will be familiar to some children (e.g., When Sophie Gets Angry 
…. Really, Really Angry ) in a situation that will be relatable for many. (Ages 4–8)

Barnett, Mac. Square. Illustrated by Jon Klassen. Candlewick Press, 
2018. 40 pages (978–0–7636–9607–8)

Square works all day moving rocks from inside his cave to outside. When Circle 
comes along, she thinks one of the square-shaped rocks he’s moving is a work of 
genius. “It looks just like you!” She commissions Square to do one of her, and 
leaves before Square can explain he doesn’t know how to sculpt stone. “Circle 
is perfect. So I must make this perfect.” He chips away into the night, through 
the rain, until he is surrounded by a pile of rubble—the opposite of perfection 
in Square’s mind. When Circle returns, Square is sure he’s a failure, but rain 
has collected in the middle of the pile, and in the small pool Circle sees … her 
reflection. “You are a genius,” said Circle. “But was he really?” The bold, clean, 
black-and-white illustrations and uncluttered text work together to create a 
deceptively sophisticated board book. The tongue-in-cheek humor leaves it up 
to readers and listeners to decide for themselves if what Square has accomplished 
is art. (Ages 4–8)

Blackall, Sophie. Hello Lighthouse. Little, Brown, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–316–36238–2)

A new keeper arrives at a lighthouse on a tiny island. Every day he winds the 
clockwork that keeps the light turning, writes in his log book, refills the oil, 
trims the wick, polishes the lens. He fishes for his dinner and writes letters to his 
wife. Eventually, she arrives on the tender that also brings supplies. In the long 
arc of routine across years, there are moments of high drama, and slow change, 
calm seas and fierce storms. Shipwrecked sailors are rescued. Their baby is born 
and begins to grow into a little girl. Eventually, there is a collective goodbye as 
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new lights are installed that make the keeper’s job obsolete. Exquisite Chinese 
ink and watercolor illustrations capture the sweeping romantic sensibility that 
lighthouses can conjure while porthole-shaped insets show intimate scenes of 
family life (such as the keeper’s wife walking circles while in labor, and their little 
girl playing with toy boats). The measured, present-tense narrative is followed 
by a robust author’s note, “About Lighthouses,” that fills in additional details 
about keepers’ busy, sometimes lonely, lives. (Ages 4–8)

Bliss, Harry. Grace for Gus. Katherine Tegen Books / HarperCollins, 
2018. 40 pages (978–0–06–264410–7)

Grace is determined to help raise money to buy a friend for the classroom 
guinea pig, Gus. After she kisses her two dads goodnight, she sneaks out into 
the city with her violin and plays for money on the subway platform. Then she 
works for a while as a street artist, painting caricatures of tourists, and finally 
she returns to the subway for some acrobatic dancing. After scooping up her 
earnings, she returns home for some shut-eye before going to school to make her 
sizeable contribution to the “Friend for Gus” fund. The mostly wordless story 
is told with sophisticated, sequential cartoon art filled with famous personages 
in the Manhattan crowd scenes. While adults may enjoy finding characters 
such as Alfred Hitchcock, Vincent van Gogh, Patti Smith, and Andy Warhol, 
younger readers will likely recognize familiar popular culture characters such as 
Charlie Brown, Frankenstein, and Nancy in this funny, over-the-top story about 
a resourceful (and talented!) girl. (Ages 5–9)

Buitrago, Jairo. On the Other Side of the Garden. Illustrated by Rafael 
Yockteng. Translated from the Spanish by Elisa Amado. Groundwood, 
2018. 56 pages (978–1–55498–983–6)

On her first night at her grandmother’s house, Isabel is lonely and uncertain. She 
doesn’t know her grandmother and she doesn’t know how long her father will 
be gone. Then an owl, a frog and a mouse appear at the window and lead her 
outside. The owl, a gentle caretaker, the frog, forthright and full of questions, 
and the mouse shy and hoping for a snack, tell her about her grandmother, 
who is kind, and perhaps a little lonely, too. She tells them about her mother, 
who lives in another country and writes her letters, and her dad, who is looking 
for work. The dark night eventually becomes a bright morning, and waiting 
for Isabel is her grandmother, offering matter-of-fact reassurance. The warm 
colors and rounded shapes of the three animals against dark-sky pages, the small 
moments of humor throughout the striking digital illustrations reminiscent 
of pen-and-ink, and the brightening palette mirroring Latina Isabel’s shifting 
outlook all contribute to the sense of comfort this picture book provides, 
however children choose to make sense of the events taking place: magical 
realism, dream, or imaginative flight of fancy. (Ages 4–7)

Cabrera, Cozbi A. My Hair Is a Garden. Albert Whitman, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–8075–0923–4)

When MacKenzie is teased at school for having messy hair, she takes refuge at 
her neighbor’s home. She’s always been drawn to Miss Tillie, whose Black hair 
and dark brown skin are just like hers. Admiring Miss Tillie’s beautiful hair, 
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she asks for help her with her own, admitting that her mother isn’t sure how 
to care for it. Miss Tillie begins by helping MacKenzie shampoo. Worried her 
hair will never grow to be as long as Miss Tillie’s, MacKenzie is encouraged 
after Miss Tillie takes her into the garden and talks about the patience and care 
needed to cultivate it over many years. The two admire Miss Tillie’s tall Japanese 
maple and her tiny, bright succulents—different from one another, but both 
beautiful—and MacKenzie sees that her hair is like a garden, needing daily care 
so that it can flourish. Instructions for caring for Black hair, along with two 
recipes for haircare products, follow this tender story of knowledge lovingly 
passed down from one woman to her young friend. (Ages 5–9)

Child, Brenda J. Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-niimi’idim. Illustrated 
by Jonathan Thunder. Translated by Gordon Jourdain. Minnesota 
Historical Society Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–68134–077–7)

Windy Girl and her dog Itchy Boy are inseparable. Inside the cab of Uncle’s 
truck (the best place for stories), Windy Girl listens to Uncle tell about the old 
days when, the night before the powwow, dancers went from house to house 
singing, “We are like dogs. We are like dogs.” and people gave them gifts. At a 
powwow at the end of the summer, Uncle’s story inspires Windy Girl’s dream 
about an all-dog powwow. Underneath this inventive and humorous fantasy, 
the text and illustrations give authentic details of what a powwow is like—the 
dancers, the drummers, the food stands, and the children going to bed early 
underneath the shooting stars. The text is bilingual in English and Ojibwe. 
(Ages 4–7)

Clarke, Maxine Beneba. The Patchwork Bike. Illustrated by Van Thanh 
Rudd. U.S. edition: Candlewick Press, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–1–5362–0031–7)

A girl who enthusiastically describes her antics with her brothers says riding the 
bike they built themselves is her favorite of all they do. The bike is comprised 
of found objects: “handlebar branches that shicketty shake … tin can handles 
and wood-cut wheels…and a bell that used to be Mum’s milk pot.” That it is 
handmade out of economic necessity, sometimes requiring repairs relying on 
more ingenuity, is something that can be inferred but it has no relation to the 
siblings’ pleasure and delight. Set in a village on the African continent, “at the 
edge of the no-go desert,” under the “stretching-out sky,” the story featuring a 
Muslim family celebrates creativity, imagination, and universal joy in play. The 
fresh, playful use of language is perfectly suited to its theme. The same is true 
of the acrylic-on-recycled cardboard art, in which the use of shadow and light 
suggests the hot sun on every page. Informative notes from both author and 
illustrator speak more to the story’s themes, and intentional connections the 
artist made between the African setting and characters and African Americans 
in the United States, including a “BLM” license plate. Highly Commended, 2019 
Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 4–8)
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Colón, Raúl. Imagine! A Paula Wiseman Book / Simon & Schuster, 2018. 
40 pages (978–1–4814–6273–0)

In a whimsical wordless story, a young Latino boy checks his skateboard at the 
front desk of the Museum of Modern Art and enters into the world of fine 
art—literally. Characters from Matisse’s Icarus, Picasso’s Three Musicians, and 
Rousseau’s Sleeping Gypsy come to life and step out of the paintings to follow 
the boy through the museum and then right out the front door into the streets 
of New York City. They dance past familiar city landmarks and take a subway to 
Coney Island before heading back to the museum and reassuming their original 
poses. Colón’s playful tribute to the power of art, creativity, and imagination is 
illustrated in spirited watercolor, Prismacolor pencils, and lithographic pencils. 
(Ages 4–8)

de la Peña, Matt. Carmela Full of Wishes. Illustrated by Christian 
Robinson. Putnam, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–399–54904–5)

On her birthday, Carmela is finally old enough to accompany her brother as 
he runs errands in town. Carmela rides her scooter and jingles her bracelets, 
annoying her brother as he pushes his cart to the laundromat, locksmith shop, 
and bodega. When Carmela picks up a fluffy white dandelion, her brother 
bossily informs her that she must make a wish before blowing on the seeds. 
Carmela imagines her mother being able to sleep in nice hotel beds instead of 
making them. She imagines her father returning home, “papers fixed.” Before 
she has a chance to decide on a wish, she falls, crushing her dandelion. Her 
brother guides her to the sea, encouraging her to wish among the thousands of 
dandelion seeds floating in the air. Earth-tone acrylic and collage illustrations 
show a Latinx community, and Carmela’s wishes are depicted in papel picado 
designs. A typical, contentious-but-loving sibling relationship unfolds through 
a narrative that makes excellent use of descriptive language and varied sentence 
structure and length. Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award 
(Ages 4–8)

Gehl, Laura. I Got a Chicken for My Birthday. Illustrated by Sarah 
Horne. Carolrhoda, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–5124–3130–8)

A girl who wants tickets to an amusement park for her birthday gets a chicken 
from her Abuela Lola instead. A chicken that isn’t interested in eating and 
doesn’t have time to lay eggs. It does, however, have a list. At the top of the 
list: 100 steel girders. At the bottom: a partridge in a pear tree. In between is 
everything from a winch, cement, a horse, and firewood to a bird, a cat (to catch 
the bird), a dog (to catch the cat) and pom-poms. The chicken also has a plan. 
It involves complicated construction, which the chicken oversees as it puts the 
various animals to work. When the chicken arranges for Abuela Lola to visit, it 
puts her to work too. “I got a chicken for my birthday,” says the young narrator 
with each turn of the page before describing the latest developments in a spare, 
droll accounting paired with colorful India ink illustrations. The end result? A 
fully functioning amusement park. (Ages 4–8)



60 Picture Books for School-Age Children  CCBC Choices 2019

Grant, Shauntay. Africville. Illustrated by Eva Campbell. Groundwood, 
2018. 32 pages (978–1–77306–043–9)

For over 150 years, from the late 1700s to the 1960s, Africville, an endnote 
with photographs explains, was a Black community in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Its residents, including Black loyalists to the crown, individuals who escaped 
slavery in the United States, and their descendants, were tight-knit, building 
a strong community despite lack of outside support and essential services. 
Africville was demolished by Halifax in the 1960s. In the 1980s the first reunion 
was held, and in 2002 it was declared a National Historic Site of Canada; an 
apology from the city government for its destruction followed, and a replica of 
the church was built, now serving as a museum. This informative note provides 
fascinating context, while the spare, lyrical picture-book text that precedes it is 
a moving, detail-rich ode to place and people, community and resilience. The 
richly textured paintings that serve as the backdrop provide visual context in 
the form of a reunion—scenes that, like the narrative details, are full of relatable 
moments for children. (Ages 6–9)

Herrera, Juan Felipe. Imagine. Illustrated by Lauren Castillo. Candlewick 
Press, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–7636–9052–6)

Herrera’s journey from his childhood in a migrant family to poet laureate of the 
United States is exceptional, but here it is a chronicle of the ordinary as well 
as the extraordinary to inspire children to see their own potential. “If I…” he 
begins each reminiscence as he describes being a young boy immersed in the 
natural world and a loving family; as he describes saying goodbye and moving 
from small town to “the winding city of tall, bending buildings”; as he describes 
walking into a classroom speaking only Spanish; as he describes practicing 
spelling words “in English by saying them in Spanish,” and falling in love with 
the words he was learning and the sight of ink on a page; as he describes writing 
poems, and turning them into songs as he grew. “If I….,” he tells readers, 
shaping scene after scene with lyrical language, then “Imagine… imagine what 
you could do.” Warm-toned illustrations in pen and foam monoprint invite 
children into each scene. (Ages 4–8)

Hesse, Karen. Night Job. Illustrated by G. Brian Karas. Candlewick Press, 
2018. 32 pages (978–0–7636–6238–7)

On Friday nights when the sun goes down, a young boy joins his father for 
a motorcycle ride to the school where dad has a cleaning job. Sometimes the 
boy helps with jobs like sweeping the halls, but most of the time he is engaged 
in his own childlike activities: shooting hoops in the school gym, listening to 
a baseball game on the radio, reading a book and then sleeping on a couch in 
the school library. Although the father is clearly working hard, there are some 
gentle, intimate moments between the two. They take a break at 10:00 pm to 
eat egg salad sandwiches in the courtyard, they hoot together as they ride the 
motorcycle over a hill on the way home, they fall asleep together in the big 
recliner once there. The soft, muted illustrations give a strong sense of a quiet 
night where father and son appear to be the only ones awake, and the language 
of the narrative is stunningly evocative of an important shared experience 
between father and son. (Ages 4–7)
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Higgins, Ryan T. We Don’t Eat Our Classmates. Disney / Hyperion, 2018. 
40 pages (978–1–368–00355–1)

Penelope Rex is nervous about starting school, but she’s prepared: She’s got a 
new backpack with ponies on it (she loves ponies—they’re delicious), and 300 
tuna sandwiches packed for lunch. But she is not prepared when she discovers 
the other students are all children. “So she ate them. Because children are 
delicious.” She spits them back up after being yelled at by her teacher, but it isn’t 
easy to make friends after that. Everyone is afraid of her, especially as she’s prone 
to the occasional relapse. Discouraged, she asks Walter, the class goldfish, if he’ll 
be her friend. Walter’s response gives Penelope a new perspective on how it feels 
to be someone’s snack. There’s no heavy-handed lesson in this hilarious picture 
book with perfect pacing, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t food—or at least 
a snack—for thought. The humor gets an even greater boost in mixed-media 
illustrations showing sweet-faced Penelope in her bright pink overalls alongside 
a diverse cast of sometimes angry, sometimes fearful, ultimately friendly human 
classmates. Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 4–8)

Hughes, Shirley. Ruby in the Ruins. Candlewick Press, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–7636–9237–7)

Ruby and her mother remain in London during WWII, waiting for her father’s 
return, and when he finally comes home after the war, everything has changed. 
Ruby’s ruins are all around, not just in the rubble of the buildings she plays 
in with her mates but also in her own emotions as her relationship with her 
father must be rebuilt. With a richness of details in both the text and the 
realistic illustrations, Hughes has brought to life a particular time and place, 
and a particular little girl, showing a small moment of growth within a single 
character. (Ages 5–8)

James, Matt. The Funeral. Groundwood, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–55498–908–9)

Going to the funeral of her great-uncle Frank isn’t sad for young Norma: She 
gets to miss a day of school and see her younger cousin, Ray. Norma is not 
grief-stricken and that’s perfectly fine in this remarkably honest picture book. 
The story’s wonderful details, as when Norma explores the contents of her 
mother’s purse at church, are so authentic they feel familiar. So, too, is the fact 
that Norma finds the service boring. Ray asks, “Is Uncle Frank still a person?” 
Norma has no answer. The wonderful mixed-media art, a blend of full-page and 
sequential images, shows adults around Norma often somber-faced, sometimes 
hugging or crying. It also exquisitely conveys the sense of release Norma feels 
when she and Ray are able to escape the sober atmosphere to play outside. In the 
end, Norma is not unaffected. After pausing to consider a photo of great-uncle 
Frank, she tells her mom, “I think Uncle Frank would have liked his funeral.” 
(Ages 4–8)

James, Simon. The Boy Who Went to Mars. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
32 pages (978–0–7636–9598–9)

When Stanley’s mom leaves on an overnight business trip, Stanley decides 
to take off on a trip of his own—to Mars. Traveling in a backyard spaceship 
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fashioned from a cardboard box, he lands on Mars and sends a Martian home in 
his place. Both his dad and his older brother welcome the Martian, and quickly 
adjust to his habits, such as skipping dinner to make room for dessert, and not 
washing. The Martian sleeps in Stanley’s bed and even goes to school the next 
day, where everyone mistakes him for Stanley. When Stanley’s mom returns 
home, so, too, does Stanley. Cartoon pen-and ink and watercolor illustrations 
add humor to an already funny story about a boy using imaginary play as a 
coping mechanism. His wonderful family members are all wise enough to play 
along, letting Stanley work through his anxiety in his own way. (Ages 4–7)

Kheiriyeh, Rashin. Saffron Ice Cream. Arthur A. Levine Books / 
Scholastic, 2018. 40 pages (978–1–338–15052–0)

“In Iran, the Caspian Sea looked endless, blue, and beautiful. How will the sea 
look in Brooklyn?” wonders a little girl going to the beach for the first time since 
moving to the United States. She’s used to the beach on the Caspian Sea where 
there were rules, and a big curtain in the water separating men and boys from 
women and girls. Once a group of boys peeked through a hole in the curtain. 
“The Islamic beach guards ran to fix the holes in the curtain. It was chaos! But 
it was fun. Will it be fun in Brooklyn, too?” There was ice cream at the beach 
in Iran, and the saffron-flavored ice cream was her favorite. It turns out there 
is no saffron ice cream at Coney Island, but another girl encourages her to 
try chocolate crunch, and it’s good, too! So is being at a (new) beach with a 
(new) friend. The tenor of the narrative and the whimsical illustrations play off 
each other well as they depict cultural differences and make other comparisons 
without setting anything up as “the norm.” (Ages 4–7)

Latour, Francie. Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings. Illustrated by Ken 
Daley. Groundwood, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–77306–041–5)

A girl who visits her mother’s homeland, Haiti, every winter remembers a trip 
when she was seven and her Auntie Luce painted her portrait. For the girl, 
Auntie Luce’s stories about the country, their family, and the heroes among 
them both, many of whom she’s painted, were eye-opening. The girl’s mother 
left Haiti to escape hardship. Auntie Luce stayed because she sees joy as well 
as the sorrow, beauty as well as the struggle. And in the portrait Auntie Luce 
paints of her, the girl sees something new: a sense of belonging, and history. 
“You were born outside, that’s true. But you hold this place in your skin, deep 
in your bones,” Auntie Luce explains, “Colors do not lie.” A powerful, affirming 
work has additional information about the history of Haiti in an author’s note. 
Vibrant acrylic illustrations accompany the story. (Ages 5–8)

Lies, Brian. The Rough Patch. Greenwillow, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–06–267127–1)

“Evan and his dog did everything together.” Their favorite among many things 
is working in Evan’s garden. “But one day, the unthinkable happened.” The 
death of Evan’s dog sends him into a spiral. First Evan destroys the garden, then 
he lets “spiky,” “prickly” weeds take over. But he leaves a rogue pumpkin vine 
that creeps under the fence into his garden alone—it’s prickly and twisty, too. 
Soon he begins to tend the vine. Come fall, he takes the pumpkin to the fair, 
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where he spends time with friends and wins third prize: ten dollars “or one of 
the pups in that box.” A story written with vivid, visceral language shows that 
sadness can lead to anger but the two emotions are not the same. Lush acrylic, 
oil, and pencil illustrations show Evan as an anthropomorphized fox, allowing 
kids space to consider their own feelings without being overwhelmed in a story 
in which grief and love go hand-in-hand, but with time so do hope and healing. 
Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 5–8)

Lilly, Elizabeth. Geraldine. A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Press, 2018. 
32 pages 978–1–62672–359–7)

Geraldine is a giraffe who feels like an outcast in a world where she is the only 
giraffe. Indeed, all of the other students at her new school are children. She’s 
understandably worried about going to school until she bonds on the first day 
with a girl who’s also an outcast, because she wears glasses, likes math, and 
organizes her food. Most of Geraldine’s emotions are communicated through 
her body language and, since she’s a giraffe, she has a particularly expressive 
neck. Although first-day-of-school jitters is a common theme in children’s 
books, this one stands out for its unusual characters, and its well-realized theme 
of learning to accept oneself and to be open to others. (Ages 4–7)

Lloyd-Jones, Sally. Goldfish on Vacation. Illustrated by Leo Espinosa. 
Schwartz & Wade, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–385–38611–1)

In a small apartment live three children and their three goldfish: Barracuda, 
Patch and Fiss. At a nearby park is a rundown fountain no longer in use, until 
a sign goes up at the start of one summer: “Calling all goldfish looking for a 
summer home.” In the coming days a man scrubs, scrapes, and eventually fills 
the fountain. And then come the goldfish parents, dozens of kids bearing bowls 
of fish. For the rest of the summer the fountain is a gathering place for children 
and adults, who visit the fish and share stories. At summer’s end, it’s time for 
the fish to go home. “And so the goldfish—who may have been Barracuda 
and Patch and Fiss, or some other goldfish altogether—went back to being 
in a fishbowl.” The charm of this tale is both in the telling and in the fact that 
it’s based on the true story of Hamilton Fountain in New York City, where 
neighborhood goldfish were invited to spend summers from 1992 to 2005. 
The flat, stylized art has an old-fashioned feel while the cast of city characters is 
realistically, wonderfully diverse. (Ages 4–8)

Mann, Jennifer K. Josie’s Lost Tooth. Candlewick Press, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–0–7636–9694–8)

Josie is a stand-out girl, the most agile monkey-bar climber, fastest runner, and 
best reader. But she’s also the only person in her class who has never lost a 
tooth. She would really like to change this. When Josie finally discovers a loose 
tooth, she tries to hurry things along by hanging upside down, crunching into 
an apple, and pulling it with string, but it’s only later, as she’s playing sharks 
with Richard, that Josie falls down and her tooth falls out, vanishing in the 
grass. Richard generously offers Josie his shark tooth to put under her pillow 
in lieu of her real tooth, and the Tooth Fairy delivers: The next morning there 
are two shark-tooth necklaces nestled beneath her pillow, one for her, and one 
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for Richard. Delightfully child-like pencil and pastel illustrations depict Josie 
with brown skin and Richard with white in a story to which many children will 
relate. (Ages 4–7)

McCloskey, Shanda. Doll-E 1.0. Little, Brown, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–316–51031–8)

Charlotte is a tinkerer and coder, inventor and troubleshooter. When her not-
so-tech-savvy parents give her a doll, she doesn’t know what to do with it. The 
doll doesn’t do anything except say “Ma-ma.” Then Charlotte realizes if the 
doll speaks, it must have power supply. “Now things were getting interesting.” 
Charlotte is working on downloading an update that will expand the doll’s 
vocabulary when her dog, Blutooth, snatches the doll, ripping it to shreds. 
“Charlotte couldn’t let it end this way.” She puts the doll back together “with 
a few spare parts and a bit of code,” turning it into a toy that she truly enjoys. 
Energetic pencil and watercolor illustrations offer over-the-top humor and 
affirmation that tech can be a means of expressing creativity. (Ages 5–8)

McNamara, Margaret. The Dinosaur Expert. Illustrated by G. Brian 
Karas. Schwartz & Wade, 2018. 32 pages (978–0–553–51143–7)

Mr. Tiffin’s class (seen previously in How Many Seeds in a Pumpkin and other 
stories) is on a field trip to the Natural History Museum and Kimmy is thrilled. 
She loves fossils, knows tons about dinosaurs, and wants to be a scientist when 
she grows up. “Girls aren’t scientists,” says classmate Jake when Kimmy shares 
her plans, along with some information about the first exhibit they see. After 
this, Kimmy grows quiet, although she knows a lot about the fossils in the 
other exhibits. It isn’t until they enter a special exhibit with a dinosaur she’s 
never seen—a Gasparinisaura, named for the scientist who discovered it—that 
her enthusiasm returns: Dr. Zulma Brandoni de Gasparini is a woman! In fact, 
Kimmy’s report, “My Favorite Paleontologists” (included as a brief photo-essay 
at book’s end), is about 7 girls and women, four of them people of color, known 
for their work in paleontology. (Ages 4–8)

Mills, Deborah, and Alfredo Alva. La frontera, el viaje con papá / My 
Journey with Papa. Illustrated by Claudia Navarro. Barefoot Books, 2018. 
48 pages (978–1–78285–388–6)

A first-person narrative tells the true story of a boy’s journey from Mexico to the 
United States. When Papa can no longer provide for his growing family, Abuelo 
urges him to leave La Ceja, Mexico, for the United States, and to take Alfredo 
along. They hire a man, Coyote, to guide them to the border, but he disappears 
after Papa carries Alfredo across a river. Papa and Alfredo continue the journey 
alone, finally arriving at the Embassy, a collection of old vehicles and furniture 
where they take up residence. Alfredo begins school, although he is frightened 
and does not understand English. Things begin to look up when an older, 
Spanish-speaking boy takes Alfredo under his wing. After four years, the rest 
of the family join Alfredo and Papa in the United States. Details of this young 
immigrant’s experience—the $100 bill he carries in case he’s deported and needs 
to buy a bus ticket back to La Ceja, his fear that the “men in uniforms” may 
appear on his school bus—make this purposeful account particularly affecting. 
(Ages 7–10)
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Mora, Oge. Thank You, Omu! Little, Brown, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–316–43124–8)

Omu is cooking “thick red stew in a big fat pot for a nice evening meal.” As 
it simmers, the scent of the stew wafts out the window. “Knock!” A little boy 
is at her door, drawn by the delicious smell. “Knock! Knock!” A police officer 
arrives. “Knock! Knock! Knock!” This time it’s the hot dog vendor, followed 
by many others from her neighborhood, all unable to resist the smell of her 
stew. Each time, Omu gives the unexpected guest some stew. But when the 
time for her own dinner arrives the pot is empty. Luckily there’s one more 
big surprise in store in this debut picture book celebrating the spirit of 
generosity and reciprocity, appreciation and thanksgiving, inspired by the 
author/illustrator’s Nigerian grandmother. Mixed-media collage art comprised 
of bold shapes is the perfect pairing for the bright, warm-hearted story. 
Highly Commended, 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award (Ages 4–7)

Paul, Baptiste. The Field. Illustrated by Jacqueline Alcántara. 
NorthSouth, 2018. 24 pages (978–0–7358–4312–7)

A game of futbol on the island of Saint Lucia isn’t going to be stopped by 
anything. Not cows on the field (“Shoo!”) or the arrival of rain (“Dash. Splash. 
Slip-slide. Belly flop!”) or the calls of mamas that it’s time to come home as 
the sun begins to set (“Vini, abwezan! Come now!”). Only when the game is 
finally over do the children disperse, racing off to their homes in the dusk. “We 
dream about futbol. We dream about friends. Until the field calls again.” A 
spare, energetic narrative that weaves in words from the author’s native Creole 
language expresses a joyful sense of childhood and community that is extended 
by marvelous illustrations full of energy, color and movement. An author’s note 
about his childhood playing futbol on Saint Lucia, and a glossary of Creole 
terms, is provided at story’s end. (Ages 4–8)

Ruiz, Cecilia. A Gift from Abuela. Candlewick Press, 2018. 32 pages 
(978–0–7636–9267–4)

Abuela loves her granddaughter Nina from the moment she is born. The two 
are often together, making up songs, people-watching in the park, and creating 
papel picado banners. Abuela secretly begins to save 20 pesos every week so that 
she can buy a gift for Nina. Years pass. Life gets harder in Mexico and Abuela has 
no extra money to save. Nina starts spending more time with friends. When the 
government changes the money, and everyone must turn in their old pesos for 
new ones, Abuela can’t remember where she put the pesos she saved long ago. 
One day Nina stops by and, as a surprise, cleans Abuela’s kitchen, discovering 
the old pesos hidden atop the refrigerator. They’re now worthless, but Nina 
and Abuela decide to make papel picado banners out of the old bills. Though 
their world has changed, and they have, too, the love between them remains 
strong. Muted mixed-media illustrations include details of Abuela’s home and 
neighborhood, and a family resemblance across generations. (Ages 4–8)
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Scotto, Thomas. Jerome by Heart. Illustrated by Olivier Tallec. Translated 
from the French by Claudia Zoe Bedrick and Karin Snelson. U.S. edition: 
Enchanted Lion, 2018. 24 pages (978–1–59270–250–3)

Raphael loves his friend Jerome, who holds his hand and chooses him for a 
buddy on field trips. Jerome, who is fun to be with and makes Raphael feel safe. 
Raphael’s parents think he talks and thinks too much about Jerome. “Now that’s 
enough,” says his dad. “Dad’s voice is like sharp fish bones in my hot chocolate.” 
But Raphael knows “Jerome” is not a bad word, and is determined to find 
the perfect gift for his friend, who is always up for an adventure, and would 
never hide his head in shame. “Raphael loves Jerome. I can say it. It’s easy.” 
Illustrations that are soft yet slightly quirky showcase the deep and genuine 
affection between the two boys, and the temporary dissonance and isolation 
caused by adult disproval before Raphael affirms feelings that bring him such 
contentment and joy. This welcome picture book offers sweet and essential 
confirmation of emotions that children are too often encouraged to deny or 
suppress, particularly when it comes to same-gender friendships, and especially 
between boys. (Ages 4–8)

Tamaki, Jillian. They Say Blue. Abrams, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–4197–2851–8)

A small girl playing in the natural world as the seasons change compares her 
own observations to what she’s been told. For example, they say the sea is blue, 
but when she holds it in her hands, the water looks clear. Other things she 
knows even when she can’t observe them: her blood is red and the yolk inside an 
egg is orange. A stream-of-consciousness narrative captures the inner thoughts 
of a young Asian girl as she experiences her world. Brightly colored acrylic 
and watercolor illustrations sweep across each page, offering continuity as time, 
colors, and the seasons change, and an artistic child learns to trust her own 
imagination. (Ages 4–7)

Trimmer, Christian. Snow Pony and the Seven Miniature Ponies. 
Illustrated by Jessie Sima. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 40 pages 
(978–1–4814–6268–6)

A shimmering, hair-braiding, line-dancing horse stars alongside seven miniature 
ponies in this sassy Snow White-inspired tale. Snow Pony and Charmaine 
specialize in song-and-dance routines, much to the delight of kids who visit 
their farm—and to the consternation of fellow equine Queenie. Believing 
her own considerable talents are eclipsed by Snow Pony’s showy behavior, 
Queenie lures Snow into the forest with a trail of apples. Lost, frightened, and 
ill-tempered from eating so much fruit, Snow stumbles upon a stable where 
seven miniature ponies of diverse interests (beekeeper, gardener, tax attorney…) 
reside. Snow Pony enjoys their company, and they appreciate her skills, but 
she misses Charmaine. Meanwhile, the children back at the farm are bored to 
death by Queenie’s intro-to-scrapbooking classes. A cool but brilliant palette 
and storybook illustrations perfectly complement this ridiculous retelling of a 
classic tale that ends with a joyful reunion. (Ages 4–8)
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Vo, Nancy. The Outlaw. Groundwood, 2018. 36 pages 
(978–1–77306–016–3)

In a small town in what appears to be the Old West, most people fear the 
Outlaw, for good reason. Eventually, much to the townspeople’s relief, the 
Outlaw stops coming to town. Years later, a stranger comes to town. The man 
quietly lends a hand wherever he can, building and repairing structures, until 
one day he is recognized as the Outlaw. A crowd gathers; people kick dirt and 
spit at his feet. A boy defends him, saying that he is “trying,” and the crowd 
slowly disperses. Although some people are moved by the boy’s words, others 
are still angry, but the Outlaw continues “to make amends.” Illustrations on 
previous pages show the same boy caught stealing food; the Outlaw appears 
to take him under his wing. This simple narrative about the complexity of 
forgiveness and reconciliation is illustrated with watercolor and ink in a muted, 
gray palette. Newsprint transfer and scraps of 19th-century fabric patterns add 
further visual details to this highly discussable story. (Ages 4–8)

Weiner, Andrew. Down by the River. Illustrated by April Chu. Abrams, 
2018. 32 pages (978–1–4197–2293–6)

There’s a lovely sense of the natural world in this quiet intergenerational story 
about a little boy who goes fly fishing on an autumn day with his grandpa and 
his mom. While they fish, the boy just learning—and struggling—and Grandpa 
offering guidance, Grandpa and Mom reminisce about past fishing trips when 
she was a girl. Both story and illustrations reveal that it’s Mom who is the expert 
fly-fisher now, and, refreshingly, her skill is simply a matter of fact. At story’s 
end, the little boy has become the grandpa, passing down the traditions to his 
granddaughter. Both the family fishing and the natural setting will resonate with 
many Wisconsin families. The endnotes include basic information about fly 
fishing, catch-and-release, equipment, and clothing, while the endpages show 
detailed realistic illustrations of 80 different flies. (Ages 4–8)

Books for Beginning Readers

DiCamillo, Kate. Good Rosie! Illustrated by Harry Bliss. Candlewick 
Press, 2018. 40 pages (978–0–7636–8979–7)

Rosie is a shy Jack Russell terrier who lives with George. She’s mostly happy 
with her predictable life but occasionally sees another dog and feels lonely. 
When George takes her to the dog park, she meets a big dog named Maurice 
and a small yippy dog named Fifi. Rosie is not sure she wants to interact with 
either one until a sudden emergency causes her to take action. The understated 
narrative is perfectly matched by mostly realistic watercolor paintings that tell 
the story in a comics format. Short declarative sentences broken up into nine 
brief chapters are full of humor that comes mostly from perfect comedic timing 
and textual restraint. The interactions of the three dogs—all so different from 
one another in breed and personality—is at once realistic and hilarious in the 
illustrations, which excel at communicating canine emotions through body 
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postures. A book showing a tremendous respect for the intelligence of children 
is one that adults will enjoy reading and re-reading as much as children do, 
while many newly independent readers will enjoy the sophisticated humor. 
(Ages 3–7)

Ruzzier, Sergio. Fox + Chick: The Party and Other Stories. Chronicle, 
2018. 45 pages (978–1–4521–5288–2)

Three short chapters use sequential art to describe three events in the unlikely 
friendship of a fox and a chick. In the first story, Chick asks to use Fox’s 
bathroom and, it turns out, he’s using it to hold a party for his friends. In the 
second, Chick is critical of Fox’s vegetarian lifestyle until he realizes he himself 
might otherwise be on the menu. In the third, Chick finds it hard to pose for 
a portrait that he wants Fox to paint of him, finding all sorts of reasons he just 
can’t sit still. The three short chapters are all funny and character-driven, with 
satisfying storylines that will appeal to newly independent readers. Happily, a 
concluding page hints that there will be more stories about this duo. (Ages 5–7)

Yoo, Paula. The Perfect Gift. Illustrated by Shirley Ng-Benitez. (Dive into 
Reading!) Lee & Low, 2018. 32 pages (978–1–62014–567–8)

In this new installment in Yoo’s early reader series focusing on members of 
a diverse group of friends, Mei’s family is planning a party to celebrate her 
baby brother Ming’s first one hundred days of life. After helping her grandma 
dye a couple dozen eggs the lucky color red for their party guests, Mei visits 
her friends to hand out invitations and ask their advice on a gift for Ming. 
Her friends have good suggestions—a truck, a drum, something from the toy 
store—but none of them seem right to Ming. On the morning of the party, 
Ming still doesn’t have a gift for her brother. “The perfect gift,” her grandma 
says, “comes from the heart.” Mei decides that rather than buying a gift, she’ll 
create something by hand for her brother. A short note about the Chinese one 
hundred days celebration follows this sweet story of a loving older sister and her 
new brother. (Ages 5–7)

Books for Newly  
Independent Readers

Florence, Debbi Michiko. Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl. Illustrated by 
Elizabet Vuković. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2018. 116 pages 
(pbk. 978–0–374–30836–0)

When Jasmine discovers that her school is holding a talent show, she wonders 
how she’ll choose among her many talents. But as she learns her classmates’ 
plans (dancing, piano playing, yoyo tricks), Jasmine begins to question whether 
she can do anything as impressive. New student Maggie’s incessant bragging 
about her skills as a violinist intensify Jasmine’s anxiety. With her mother’s 
help, Jasmine comes up with an idea that she’s eager to pursue: playing taiko, a 
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traditional Japanese drum. Although Jasmine continues to worry—proficiency 
doesn’t come instantly—with lessons from her mom’s college friend and diligent 
practice she credibly masters a simple drum routine for the talent show. This 
latest entry in a series starring a contemporary Japanese American eight-year-old 
continues to serve up appealing and realistic drama well suited to its audience. 
(Ages 6–9)

Tetri, Emily. Tiger vs. Nightmare. First Second, 2018. 62 pages 
(978–1–62672–535–5)

Tiger has always had a monster living under her bed and that’s a good thing 
because the monster scares all her nightmares away. Tiger’s parents assume that 
Monster is an imaginary friend and they play along, but he is indeed real. Before 
bed each night, Tiger gives Monster part of her dinner and they play games 
together before Tiger goes to sleep and Monster goes to work. But one night 
there’s a nightmare that’s too much for Monster to handle. Frightened Monster 
cowers, while Tiger offers comfort, and then encouragement: What they can’t 
do alone, they can do together. Joining forces, they have the strength to conquer 
the nightmare. This unusual graphic novel has a great deal of depth and humor, 
and it will be accessible to newly independent readers who like just a little bit of 
scary—but not too much. (Ages 7–9)

Fiction for Children

Alexander, Kwame. Rebound. Illustrated by Dawud Anyabwile. Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 414 pages (978–0–544–86813–7)

A novel-in-verse set in the 1980s revisits the Bell family of Crossover, telling the 
story of Charlie (Josh and Jordan’s dad in Crossover ) as a teen. Charlie has been 
struggling since the unexpected death of his father, his feelings complicated by 
the fact that he and his mom are having a hard time connecting. Concerned by 
some of the choices Charlie is making, his mom sends him to stay with his Bell 
grandparents near Washington, D.C. for the summer. There, Charlie’s cousin 
Roxie schools him in basketball; his grandfather introduces him to jazz; and his 
grandmother provides openhearted love. Glimpses of his future romance with 
Candace (Josh and Jordan’s mom), the origins of each twin’s future name, and 
other elements will be satisfying touchstones for fans of Crossover, but Charlie’s 
own story of moving through grief and recognizing the pain in others; making 
not-always-great choices and finding out they aren’t the end of the world if he 
takes responsibility; and reconnecting with his mom is compelling in its own 
right. (Ages 9–13)

Anderson, M. T. and Eugene Yelchin. The Assassination of Brangwain 
Spurge. Candlewick Press, 2018. 483 pages (978–0–7636–9822–5)

Werfel the Archivist gladly serves his goblin nation as a gracious host to scholar 
Brangwain Spurge, who has been sent as an elfin emissary. In spite of their 
mutual interests in history and culture, the two have vastly different world views 
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shaped by the propaganda of their respective kingdoms. As a guest, Brangwain 
constantly tries Werfel’s nerves, but Werfel is determined to be a good host. 
For his part, Brangwain finds everything about the goblins horrifying—the 
food, the music, the clumsy attempts at honoring elfin culture. It all reinforces 
his determination to complete his mission, which is actually one of spying 
and subterfuge, not diplomacy. To underscore the two characters’ vastly 
differing perspectives, the book’s creators brilliantly use words and pictures in 
opposition to each other, with Werfel’s point of view conveyed in the prose 
narrative, Brangwain’s in the art, although readers must deduce this on their 
own. Gradually, the two narratives begin to align as Werfel and Brangwain 
slowly realize they are each pawns in their leader’s respective plots and join 
forces against political machinations in this ingenious, rollicking good story. 
Everything about the book is exceptional, from its appropriately old-fashioned 
design to its inventive use of narrative and illustration, original characters, 
gripping plot, and subtle social satire. (Ages 10–14)

Angelini, Josie. Snow Lane. Feiwel and Friends, 2018. 197 pages 
(978–1–250–15092–9)

Ten-year-old Annie Bianchi is the youngest of 9 kids in a Catholic family in 
mid–1980s Massachusetts. Exceptionally bright and creative, Annie’s in a class 
for gifted students despite struggling with dyslexia. Although Annie doesn’t 
always follow the nuances of social interactions, she looks for the good in people 
and has a wonderful friend at school in her lab partner, Jordan. At home, she 
doesn’t think of her family as poor, or even unusual, although Annie knows 
her teenage sister Fay’s physical abuse and cruelty, usually directed at her sister 
Nora, is wrong, just as she knows her mother is often overwhelmed. A narrative 
grounded in Annie’s perspective, told in her engaging, ingenuous voice, offers a 
masterful slow reveal of the larger truths hinted at in small details and occasional 
dramatic moments that are part of Annie’s daily life. It’s not that Annie’s an 
unreliable narrator; it’s that she only begins to fully comprehend that things 
at home are not typical when she gets a glimpse of her family through the 
perspective of outsiders after Nora runs away. Everything and everyone are 
more complicated, and more poignant, than at first revealed in this moving, 
captivating work about family, and resilience, and survival, and the love, in spite 
of everything, that is never in doubt. (Ages 10–13)

Arden, Katherine. Small Spaces. Putnam, 2018. 218 pages 
(978–0–525–51502–9)

Ollie, 11, stays up late one night reading a book called Small Spaces. Published 
in 1895, it tells of a woman whose husband made a deal with the devil to bring 
his brother back to life. The next day, Ollie’s class takes a field trip to a local 
sustainable farm. The farm’s history has elements that match the story—long-
ago disappearances and rumors of ghosts—while the owner turns out to be the 
woman Ollie got the book from under strange circumstances, although the 
woman shows no signs of recognizing Ollie. On the way back to the school at 
the end of the day, the bus breaks down on a darkening road. Heavy mist and no 
cell service send Ollie’s teacher in search of help, while the driver, with an eerie 
smile and flicking red tongue, tells the kids, “At nightfall, they’ll come for the 
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rest of you.” With two of her classmates, Ollie bolts from the bus in fear. Ollie, 
who’s been a loner since her mother’s death months before, has been dismissive 
of Coco, who cries a lot, and Brian, a jock, but the three work together to 
evade capture from whatever is out there and come up with a plan to save their 
classmates. This genuinely scary work of genre fiction features terrific character 
development, which is why it also succeeds as a satisfying, surprisingly warm 
story about family, loss, and friendship. (Ages 9–12)

Avi. The Button War: A Tale of the Great War. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
229 pages (978–0–7636–9053–3)

As World War I rages, Patryk’s rural Polish village has been occupied by the 
Russian army for some time. When Patryk finds a button from a Russian 
uniform, bossy Jurek dares the five other boys in the social circle to obtain 
soldiers’ buttons of their own. The competitive game turns dangerous when the 
Russians are driven out by German soldiers, a much more hostile occupying 
force. Still, the boys continue to take risks to steal the soldiers’ buttons, egged 
on in particular by Jurek, who is obsessed with being the best and taking the 
title of Button King. Jurek is so insufferable that the other boys don’t want to 
let him win, even if it means putting themselves in grave danger. The riveting 
plot of this short novel is populated with appealing, well-drawn characters and 
successfully shows the intersection of childhood innocence with the reality and 
brutality of war. (Ages 8–12)

Bigelow, Lisa Jenn. Drum Roll, Please. HarperCollins, 2018. 306 pages 
(978–0–06–279114–6)

Melly feels her world rocked in more ways than one in this novel steeped 
in authentic middle-school turmoil. Immediately before leaving for Camp 
Rockaway with her best friend Olivia, Melly’s parents announce their impending 
divorce. Still trying to absorb this news, Melly is plunged into the camp routine. 
A drummer, she is assigned to a band with three other young musicians, one of 
who is Adeline. In need of a friend and listening ear, Melly confides in Adeline 
about her parents’ divorce and is surprised to realize that she’s developing a 
crush on her new friend. Olivia, meanwhile, has been neglecting Melly in favor 
of spending time with a cute boy in her own band. With Adeline’s help, Melly 
learns to communicate her feelings about the divorce through a song for her 
band’s final performance. With a romance perfectly suited to preteen readers, 
the narrative deftly touches on issues of consent and leaves Melly excited about 
future self-discovery. The well-drawn music camp setting provides a unique 
backdrop for this touching portrayal of one girl’s growth over two momentous 
weeks. (Ages 10–13)

Brosgol, Vera. Be Prepared. Color by Alec Longstreth. First Second, 2018. 
244 pages (978–1–62672–444–0)

At her classmate’s sleepover birthday party, Russian immigrant Vera feels like an 
outsider, not just culturally but economically. When she convinces her mom to 
let her have her own sleepover birthday party, the feeling doesn’t change. These 
scenes, mined for humor as well as pathos, set up Vera’s desire to attend summer 
camp. Not just any summer camp, but ORRA, a camp for Russian immigrant 
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children. With tuition help from their church, she heads off with her comically 
resistant-to-camp younger brother, eager to participate in the camaraderie and 
activities. But from the bathrooms (latrines!), to tentmates (longtime campers 
and best friends who barely tolerate Vera), to capture the flag, to things that 
go scratch in the night, Vera finds little to like and a lot to hate about summer 
camp, until she (finally) starts hanging out with Kira. Only 8–1/2 to Vera’s 
almost 10, Kira is the first person at camp Vera genuinely likes. And unlike 
Vera, Kira doesn’t worry about what others think—both relief and inspiration. 
This funny, poignant graphic novel, inspired in part by the author’s childhood, 
is drawn with clean lines and slightly comical style, and colored in shades of 
camp-tent khaki green. (Ages 9–12)

Burgos, Hilda Eunice. Ana María Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle. Tu 
Books, 2018. 284 pages (978–1–62014–362–9)

Eleven-year-old Ana María lives in a cramped apartment in Washington Heights 
with her parents and three sisters, with another baby on the way. Ana María 
hopes to get a full scholarship to a private girls’ school by impressing them 
with her academic prowess and her skills at playing the piano. But prospects 
of attending the school have made her aware of everything she doesn’t have in 
terms of material things, making her resent the coming baby and some of the 
other choices her parents have made. When her family travels to the Dominican 
Republic to attend her aunt’s wedding, Ana María is struck by the economic 
disparities between her aunt’s affluent lifestyle and the lives of many of her 
less fortunate relatives. Ana María also finds it unsettling to see how her aunt, 
whom she’s always admired, treats the girl Ana María’s age who works for her. 
It gives Ana María pause. Ana María’s growth comes in fits and starts in this 
warm, realistic story. There is no magic transformation but she does slowly gain 
a deeper understanding of her own privilege and things that really matter even 
as it remains an easy, breezy middle-grade novel, one full of humor, cultural 
authenticity, and surprising depth. (Ages 8–11)

Callender, Kheryn. Hurricane Child. Scholastic Press, 2018. 214 pages 
(978–1–338–12930–4)

Every morning Caroline Murphy makes the short trip by boat from her home 
on Water Island to her Catholic school on St. Thomas of the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
Caroline’s thick hair and skin “darker than even the paintings of African queens 
hanging in tourist shops” make her an easy target for bullies and contemptuous 
light-skinned teachers. Home isn’t much better: Her mother left Caroline and 
her father about a year ago, but the tenacious 12-year-old is determined to find 
out what happened to her. When a new girl, Kalinda, transfers to Caroline’s 
school from Barbados, Caroline is immediately drawn to her and determined 
to make Kalinda her first friend—and possibly more. She suspects that Kalinda, 
like she, can see spirits, and she enlists Kalinda’s help in communicating with 
them in the hopes that they will lead her to her mother. This emotionally 
complex novel thoughtfully explores the anguish that occurs when a mother’s 
survival comes at the cost of her daughter’s happiness. A vivid Caribbean setting 
and a tentatively hopeful ending will bring readers some relief on behalf of this 
determined and aching young girl. (Ages 10–13)
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Cartaya, Pablo. Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish. Viking, 2018. 
249 pages 978–1–101–99726–0)

Biracial (Latinx/white) Marcus, 14, is not above intimidating kids with his size, 
although he’d much rather protect them from Steven, a class bully, in one of his 
several moneymaking schemes to help out at home. When Marcus is suspended 
after punching Steven, who called his little brother Charlie the r-word, their 
mom decides a break is needed and arranges a five-day visit to extended family in 
Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico is where Marcus’s dad lives. Even though he abandoned 
their family not long after Charlie, who has Down syndrome, was born, Marcus 
is convinced his dad will want to see them. The trip is a captivating, enriching, 
eye-opening look at family and culture and heritage for Marcus. For once his 
mom is relaxed rather than stressed about work and money, and he sees a whole 
new, adventurous side of her; Charlie, too, holds surprises; and his relatives, 
spread out across the island, are warm and wonderful. Still, Marcus yearns to see 
his dad, sure he will have changed from the man who left into the man Marcus 
wants him to be. Terrific relationships and wonderfully realized characters 
ground this story in which Marcus realizes that while he can’t have everything 
he longs for, he is already surrounded by love. (Ages 10–13)

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Finding Langston. Holiday House, 2018. 107 pages 
(978–0–8234–3960–7)

In the late 1940s, 11-year-old Langston recently moved to Chicago from 
Alabama with his father and is having a hard time with the transition. He and 
his dad are both still grieving the death of Langston’s mother, while Langston 
is teased at school for being a country boy. On a day he’s evading a bully after 
school, Langston discovers the George Cleveland Hall branch of the Chicago 
Public Library. Back in Alabama, his mother had told him that libraries were 
for white people, but here he sees people that look like him going in. Langston 
enters and finds a welcoming world. He’s drawn first to the work of a Black 
poet who has the same name as he does: Langston. Reading Langston Hughes’s 
poems makes Langston feel like he’s found someone who understands his life, 
whose words could be his own. Talking more to his dad and reading old letters, 
Langston realizes that his mom, too, found resonance and hope in the words 
of Langston Hughes, and that she chose to name him “Langston” because 
of Langston Hughes. A short, stirring novel that sees Langston making new 
connections in myriad ways also sees him move from loneliness and isolation 
to hope. (Ages 8–11)

Dee, Barbara. Everything I Know about You. Aladdin, 2018. 304 pages 
(978–1–5344–0507–3)

Much to her displeasure, Tally is paired with Ava as her roommate on an 
overnight seventh-grade field trip to Washington, D.C. Tally is blunt, 
judgmental of others, and protective—in a somewhat smothering way—of her 
two best friends, Spider and Sonnet. Tally scorns girls like Ava, popular and 
preoccupied with appearance. Ava is so preoccupied, in fact, that Tally begins 
to suspect that Ava’s habits (keeping daily lists of numbers, exercising excessively, 
restricting her diet) may be signs of an eating disorder. Such behavior is puzzling 
to Tally, who unapologetically loves her own body the way it is. Tally may like 
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not Ava very much but she realizes Ava needs help. She struggles over what 
to do, the situation all the more challenging because Ava is desperate to keep 
her illness a secret. A novel for older children and young teens that doesn’t 
glamorize eating disorders in the least is also matter of fact about adoption, body 
image, and mental health as it explores acceptance of one’s self and of others.  
(Ages 9–13)

DiCamillo, Kate. Louisiana’s Way Home. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
227 pages (978–0–7636–9463–0)

Louisiana Elefante is heartbroken when she and her Granny leave Florida in 
the middle of the night: She didn’t get to say goodbye to her friends Raymie 
and Beverly, and her beloved cat, Archie, was left behind. After Granny’s dental 
emergency lands them in Richford, Georgia, Granny abandons Louisiana there. 
Granny had explained the reason for the trip was to undo a family curse, one she 
didn’t want Louisiana to bear. But the letter Granny leaves behind reveals that 
the story she’d always told Louisiana about her parents was a lie. That it was a 
lie spun from love makes it no less difficult for Louisiana to understand. Now 
stranded in Richmond, with a motel owner and church organist who look at 
her with nothing but suspicion, and a boy, his parents, and a minister who treat 
her with nothing but deep kindness, Louisiana must take charge of her own 
story; relief comes in knowing she doesn’t have to do it on her own. Louisiana 
is a girl of courage, fortitude, and deep feeling. This novel featuring a character 
introduced in Raymie Nightingale is completely improbable, if not impossible, 
yet brimming with honest emotion. (Ages 8–11)

Draper, Sharon M. Blended. A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book / Atheneum, 2018. 
308 pages (978–1–4424–9500–5)

Isabella, 11, alternates weeks living with each of her divorced parents. Although 
they’ve assured her the ongoing tension in their relationship is about them, 
not her, Isabella is always aware that they don’t get along. It doesn’t make the 
weekly exchanges easy, nor does the fact that her working class, white mom 
and middle class, Black dad lead very different lives. Isabella loves them both, 
and she loves —and is loved by—their new partners, Anastasia and John Mark, 
while Anastasia’s son is like a big brother. Still, she feels like there is her mom’s 
place, and her dad’s place, but no place that’s really hers. Isabella’s preparations 
for an upcoming piano recital, and the announcements that both her mom 
and her dad are getting married, are exciting but also points of tension. A racist 
incident at school has Isabella thinking more about her racial identity, adding an 
additional challenge to her complicated life. A harrowing and credible trauma 
ties several of these plot strands together, as well as bringing the conflicting 
elements of Isabella’s blended family into a tighter, more supportive network in 
this appealing, moving work. (Ages 9–12)

Elliott, Zetta. Dragons in a Bag. Illustrated by Geneva B. Random House, 
2018. 154 pages (978–1–5247–7045–7)

When nine-year-old Jaxon’s mom, desperate for a babysitter while she goes to 
court to fight an eviction notice, leaves him with an eccentric woman she calls 
“Ma,” Jaxon assumes it’s his grandmother, although he never met her. Ma is 
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snappish and stern and clearly reluctant to watch him. Jaxon would much rather 
stay with his best friend, Vik. But there’s something mysterious going on in Ma’s 
apartment, too: Jaxon is certain he’s seen a package from Madagascar move all 
by itself. When he learns that there are three tiny dragons in the package and Ma 
wants his help returning them to their natural environment, he readily agrees, 
even though it means traveling through time and to parallel worlds—something 
at which Ma is clearly experienced. This engaging fast-paced fantasy features a 
diverse cast of well-rounded characters of color, including its African American 
protagonist. Unpredictable Ma, the mysterious homeless man Ambrose, and 
Jaxon’s own grandfather all serve as surprising conduits between the earthly 
world and the magical one, while Vik and Vik’s little sister, Kavita, prove to 
be unflappable friends in the winning first volume of this series. (Ages 7–10)

Fleming, Candace. Strongheart: Wonder Dog of the Silver Screen. 
Illustrated by Eric Rohmann. Schwartz & Wade, 2018. 245 pages 
(978–1–101–93410–4)

A captivating easy novel, based on a true story, is set during the silent film era. 
In search of the next big star, director Larry Trimble has an idea: A dog. He 
isn’t interested in an animal that can just do tricks; he wants a heroic star. But 
finding one proves a challenge. Enter Etzel. Trained as a vicious police dog in 
Germany, Etzel is clearly smart, but Larry has his work cut out after purchasing 
him. While screenwriter Jane Murfin works on scripts, Etzel, now renamed 
Strongheart, gradually learns to trust. But when it comes to acting, he proves to 
be a natural, with a lot of big screen charisma. With the release of his first movie, 
Strongheart is an overnight sensation. In the 1920s, he was the It Dog. He 
had public appearances, magazine spreads, product endorsements, and even his 
own Hollywood scandal. He is also responsible for making German shepherds 
the most popular dog breed in the United States. Sadly, only one of his films 
survives, but Fleming has done meticulous research to piece together his 
amazing story. Rohmann’s detailed black-and-white line drawings throughout 
are wonderfully cinematic, giving a sense of the black-and-white silent era and 
Strongheart’s charisma. (Ages 7–11)

Gardner, Whitney. Fake Blood. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 332 pages 
(978–1–4814–9556–1)

As he begins 6th grade, AJ is an ordinary kid who enjoys hanging out with 
his best friends, Hunter and Ivy. Happily, they are all in the same class with 
a cool new teacher, Mr. Niles, from England. But life changes quickly for 
AJ when he develops an immediate crush on the unattainable Nia Winters, 
the smartest kid in Spoons Middle School—and an avid fan of vampires. He 
becomes obsessed with how to make her notice him and decides the best way is 
to pretend to be a vampire. He mousses his hair, uses his older sister’s makeup 
to put dark circles under his eyes, and takes to wearing sunglasses. He uses 
books and television shows to study up on vampire behavior so he can impress 
Nia with his knowledge. He even starts drinking fake blood, making sure that 
it leaves stains on his teeth and gums. While AJ may be maturing with his 
first serious crush, Ivy and Hunter still play like children; it’s one of the ways 
Gardner skillfully captures middle school behavior. All are part of a strong cast 
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of well-rounded characters who populate this witty, distinctive graphic novel in 
which AJ’s research, not to mention Nia’s vampire expertise, prove to be critical. 
(Ages 11–14)

Hiranandani, Veera. The Night Diary. Dial, 2018. 264 pages 
(978–0–7352–2851–1)

When Nisha and her twin brother Amil turn 12, Nisha receives a notebook 
from her family’s beloved cook, Kazi. She uses it as a diary, writing entries 
in the form of letters to her mother, who died when the twins were infants. 
Observant, sensitive Nisha is an excellent writer, but anxiety makes it difficult 
for her to speak. India has recently been freed from British rule, and when 
tensions among Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs erupt in her hometown of Mirpur 
Khas, Nisha fears for her family’s safety. Nisha and Amil’s mother was Muslim, 
but their father and grandmother are Hindu, putting them at great risk when 
their part of India becomes Muslim Pakistan after Partition. Nisha observes that 
her “childhood would always have a line drawn through it, the before and the 
after.” Forced to leave their comfortable life—and Muslim Kazi—behind, the 
family flees on foot, setting off across the desert for the “new India,” with only 
a few jugs of water in hand. They encounter many dangers on their harrowing 
journey, only to arrive at a place that is not home, and where they have nothing 
but one another. Nisha effectively communicates not only the profound pain of 
loss and separation faced by this family during a tumultuous period of Indian 
history, but also the comfort of learning how to express love and gratitude for 
one another. (Ages 10–13)

Hood, Susan. Lifeboat 12. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 314 pages 
(978–1–4814–6883–1)

This novel in verse is based on the experiences of Ken Sparks, who, at 13, 
survived a harrowing eight days on a lifeboat in the Atlantic. Ken was a child 
evacuee from England heading toward Canada, part of an organized effort 
during the Blitz in WWII. Ken is eager to escape the bombings and considers 
his trip aboard the SS City of Benares an adventure. As one of the oldest, he 
tries to buoy the spirits of younger boys in his group. The ship is luxurious; 
compared to the meager rations back home, each meal is a veritable feast. Six 
hundred miles out, though, the Benares is struck by a U-boat torpedo. Ken 
boards Lifeboat 12. As the night passes, crewmen aboard the lifeboat suspect 
that rescue efforts have missed them. Over the next week, the 46 passengers—
among them six boys—struggle to survive on strictly rationed food and water. 
They suffer sunburn, trench foot, and sheer boredom; to pass the time, the 
boys’ escort, Mary Cornish, invents a story, which she doles out in parts day 
by day. This well-researched, fast-paced, exciting survival story is followed by 
end matter that includes photographs and additional information about the 
survivors, including the South Asian sailors (Lascars) who were not identified 
by name in contemporary news reports of the rescue. (Ages 8–12)
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Johnson, Varian. The Parker Inheritance. Arthur A. Levine Books / 
Scholastic Inc., 2018. 331 pages (978–0–545–94617–9)

At her late grandmother’s house in Lambert, South Carolina, African American 
Candice discovers an old letter referencing a hidden treasure in town, one it 
turns out her grandmother tried to find years before to help the city. Instead, 
she lost her job. Candice, who loves puzzles, teams with neighbor Brandon, who 
has internet access and research skills, in hopes of finding it and redeeming her 
grandmother’s reputation. While details about their lives unfold—Candice’s 
parents are separated; Brandon is dealing with a bully and a disapproving 
grandfather—the clues they follow reveal Lambert’s mid-twentieth century 
history. Chapters set in the past follow middle-class Siobhan, the talented, 
forthright daughter of the tennis coach at the Black high school, who falls in 
love with poor Reggie, the best player on the team. But Siobhan’s father, a Black 
man who’s worked hard to get where he is, doesn’t approve. When a secret 
1957 match between the white and Black boys’ tennis teams triggers a violent 
racist attack after the Black team wins, Siobhan’s family and Reggie must flee 
town for their own safety. The teens’ resulting separation is at the heart of the 
mystery in this entertaining homage to The Westing Game (favorite book of 
several characters) that deftly yet meaningfully incorporates social justice issues 
from the present (e.g., ongoing racism, homophobia) and the past. (Ages 8–11)

Jones, Kelly. Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual Chicken? Illustrated by 
Katie Kath. Knopf, 2018. 310 pages (978–1–5247–6591–0)

In Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer, Sophie discovered 
the chickens her family inherited from her late Great Uncle Jim, have special 
powers. Now Sophie is getting ready to oversee her first batch of eggs hatching, 
while her 18-year-old cousin, Luna, has come to stay with her family while 
she attends college nearby. It’s perhaps no surprise when the newly hatched 
chicks start behaving a little oddly—they’re Unusual Chickens, after all—but 
odd becomes dangerous when it appears one of them breathes fire. Sophie gets 
help from Luna even as her cousin adjusts to life with Sophie’s family and to 
college—her anxiety over the latter heightened at one point by an incident of 
racism. And Sam and Chris, the friends Sophie made after moving to town 
over the summer, are ready to lend a hand, but she wishes they and her new 
friend Xochi, the only other Latinx student at her school, got along better with 
one another. Biracial (Mexican/white) Sophie’s warm, loving family, supportive 
friends, and over-the-top chicken antics, make for a lighthearted yet substantial 
story, one told primarily in letters and emails, with occasional black-and-white 
drawings and other visual elements. (Ages 8–11)

Kadohata, Cynthia. Checked. Illustrated by Maurizio Zorat. A Caitlyn 
Dlouhy Book / Atheneum, 2018. 408 pages (978–1–4814–4661–7)

The three things 11-year-old Conor loves most are hockey, his dad, and Sinbad, 
his Doberman rescue. After Sinbad is diagnosed with cancer, Conor’s dad tells 
Conor not to give up his dream of being on the AAA team, although they stop 
private lessons to better afford Sinbad’s treatment, which the vet has made clear 
will only prolong his pet’s quality of life. Conor can’t imagine losing Sinbad, 
but he’s also worried about his dad, who still seems sad since his divorce 
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from Conor’s stepmom, and whose job as a police traffic officer is stressful 
even without the financial worries. Finely developed characters and nuanced, 
meaningful relationships are at the heart of a story about finding acceptance, 
not answers, and embracing opportunities and change even when they’re scary, 
like reconnecting with the Japanese American grandparents Conor hasn’t seen 
since he was young. An abundance of hockey action and the friendships Conor 
has formed through the sport, as well his struggles with reading his playbook 
and his natural gift for seeing and understanding the patterns of play on ice, 
are a seamless part of a narrative in Conor’s open, appealing first-person voice. 
(Ages 8–11)

Kelly, Erin Entrada. You Go First. Greenwillow, 2018. 288 pages 
(978–1–06–241418–2)

Twelve-year-old Charlotte’s dad is hospitalized and she’s scared to visit him. 
Meanwhile, her best friend wants to move up in the social hierarchy at school 
and is willing to belittle Charlotte to do so. Eleven-year-old Ben is surprised and 
then furious when his parents announce they’re divorcing. He throws himself 
into running for student council treasurer, although his earnest campaign is 
destined to fail. Both smart and precocious, Charlotte and Ben live in separate 
cities. Their connection to each other is through an online word game and the 
online chatting that has grown around their play. Ben is generally oblivious to 
his social awkwardness and inability to pick up on cues that would no doubt 
make his transition to middle school easier. Charlotte is more aware of the ways 
she’s seen as odd. Alternating chapters follow each of their lives over the course 
of a difficult week, although neither is honest with the other about their current 
challenges. The parallels offer readers plenty to ponder. So, too, does the fact 
that Charlotte and Ben’s personalities are a matter of fact, not fault or in need of 
fixing. When they each connect with someone new at school, it’s clearly because 
of who they each are, not in spite of it. (Ages 9–12)

Kiernan, Celine. Begone the Raggedy Witches. (The Wild Magic Trilogy: 
Book 1) Candlewick Press, 2018. 270 pages (978–0–7636–9996–3)

After Mup’s beloved Aunty dies, Mup begins to see “raggedy witches” in the 
shadows of trees. It turns out the witches have been sent by Mam’s own mother, 
an evil queen wanting to make sure Mam won’t challenge her throne. Mam 
remembers nothing of her life in Witches Borough—Aunty took her away 
as a child—but when Mup’s dad is kidnapped by rebels fighting the queen, 
Mam crosses the barrier between worlds to rescue him with Mup, her baby 
brother, Tipper, their faithful dog, Badger, and the faintly glowing ghost of 
Aunty in tow. In the world of magic, Tipper turns into a joyful, talking puppy 
and Mup befriends sad, lonely Crow, who is both boy and bird. Mup also 
discovers that she, like her mother, has magical power. Aunty’s ghost tries to 
keep Mam focused on rescuing her husband and returning to her human life, 
but the queen’s cruelty has been boundless. Those who challenge her must talk 
in rhyme; those who defy her are punished and killed. For biracial (white/
Black) Mup, trying to understand the world of magic, her own power, and 
the wickedness of a grandmother she’s never met leads to big questions about 
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right and wrong, responsibility and freedom, love and family, in Book 1 of a 
breathless, beautifully written fantasy. (Ages 9–12)

Kim, Michelle. Running through Sprinklers. Atheneum, 2018. 209 pages 
(978–1–4814–9528–8)

Sara, 12, has been best friends with Nadine since they were in diapers. Both 
are biracial, Sara Korean/white, Nadine Japanese/white, and have grown up 
moving in and out of each other’s houses and families and traditions with ease. 
Sometimes it seems to Sara they’re a single person, and she likes that feeling. 
As the summer before grade 7 winds down, two things disrupt Sara’s sense of 
security: A boy named Daniel Monroe disappears without a trace, and Nadine 
announces she will be skipping a grade and entering high school (grade 8 in 
Canada). Sara’s sense of hurt is amplified by the feeling that Nadine is ready 
to leave her behind. When school starts, Sara focuses on getting good grades 
in the (unrealistic) hope of skipping to grade 8 midway through the year. She 
also becomes closer to Nadine’s younger sister, sixth grader Jen, but still longs 
for reconnection with Nadine. Sara is imperfect, at times incredibly selfish, 
but genuinely grieving and achingly real as first-time novelist Kim writes with 
a singular style and sure hand, immersing readers in Sara’s slowly expanding 
perspective in a story that explores friendship, family, growth, change, loss, and 
finding the light again. (Age 9–12)

Lien, Henry. Peasprout Chen: Future Legend of Skate and Sword. Henry 
Holt, 2018. 330 pages (978–1–250–16569–5)

Peasprout Chen, 14, and her younger brother, Cricket, have been sent by the 
Empress Dowager of Shin to attend the Pearl Famous Academy of Skate and 
Sword. Peasprout is already accomplished at Wu Liu, a martial art combining 
skating and kung fu. She’s certain she will be the best first-year at the Academy, 
representing Shin and the Empress Dowager with honor. But Suki, who will do 
whatever it takes to win, and the reserved, mysterious Doi, are equally gifted. 
Pearl is both a place and a substance—the entire city is made of its smooth 
surface on which everyone skates. But what is it? After Suki accuses Peasprout 
of being the Empress’s spy and someone starts sabotaging Academy training 
structures made of Pearl, suspicion falls on Peasprout, who is determined to 
uncover the real culprit. Only Doi and her twin brother Hisashi, whose father 
is in charge of repairs, stand by Peasprout as tensions and suspicion mount. 
Intrigue, action (they skate everywhere ), and a surprising, tender twist to the 
hint of romance are all part of this fantasy adventure that blends elements drawn 
from Chinese, Taiwanese, and Japanese cultures into an original setting and 
captivating boarding school story. Peasprout’s almost boundless confidence is 
part of the novel’s tremendous appeal. (Ages 9–12)

Magoon, Kekla. The Season of Styx Malone. Wendy Lamb Books / 
Random House, 2018. 297 pages (978–1–5247–1595–3)

Caleb and his older brother Bobby Gene have led a sheltered, idyllic life in a 
small Indiana town where everyone knows one another. That’s the way their 
father likes it—ordinary. Theirs is the only African American family in town, 
and he wants his sons to fit in, so they can grow up safe and protected. But Caleb 
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longs for something more. Even the science museum in Indianapolis would be a 
great adventure to him. Enter Styx Malone, a streetwise older African American 
boy who’s come to live with a foster family nearby. Styx is full of ideas that take 
both brothers out of their comfort zone. He partners with them in a series of 
escalator trades that starts with a bag of fireworks and ends with a motorbike. 
It all seems to be working like a dream until some of the trades start to involve 
illegal and dangerous moves. Caleb’s wry observant voice recounts the boys’ 
escapades through a summer that proves to be anything but ordinary, and also 
shows Caleb’s growth and maturity as he wrestles with trust, relationships, and 
ethical dilemmas. (Ages 9–12)

Magras, Diane. The Mad Wolf’s Daughter. Kathy Dawson Books / 
Penguin, 2018. 280 pages (978–0–7352–2926–6)

Drest, 12, has been raised by Da and her older brothers, who are training her 
to be part of their war-band in medieval Scotland. When they’re attacked by 
knights from Faintree Castle, only Drest, in hiding, escapes capture. Emerick, 
a wounded young knight from the invading band left for dead, can’t get back 
to Faintree without Drest’s help. She agrees, developing a plan to rescue her 
father and brothers by trading Emerick for one of them. On the road with 
Emerick and Tig, a boy from a healer’s family who joins them on their journey, 
Drest begins hearing things about her family that she doesn’t want to believe. 
She’s never thought to question the stories that she’s been told, until now. At 
the same time, Emerick turns out to be more than the knight he claimed to 
be, and it’s clear his almost-death in the attack on Drest’s family was treachery 
from within his own family at Faintree. This fast-paced adventure exploring 
loyalty, friendship, and family features a winning hero in Drest, who is smart 
and skilled, while her empathy, and demands for honesty from her family, force 
her father and brothers to reassess everything they thought they knew about 
her, too. (Ages 9–12)

Maldonado, Torrey. Tight. Nancy Paulsen Books, 2018. 180 pages 
(978–1–5247–4055–9)

Both of Bryan’s parents encourage him to spend time with Mike, a new kid 
in their Brooklyn projects. He and Mike have a lot in common, from fathers 
who’ve been in jail to a love of superhero comics and drawing. Bryan, who is 
Puerto Rican, likes when Mike, who is African American, says they’re brothers, 
even if he’s a little jealous of the attention his dad gives Mike. But Mike is 
sometimes selfish, and mean for no reason. He creates drama just to see what 
will happen. Bryan can’t deny some of the drama is thrilling, like jumping onto 
the back of a subway train. Yet when things fall apart, Mike doesn’t stick around 
and take his share of the blame. It makes Bryan angry, and despite the fact that 
Bryan isn’t tough (something he’s keenly aware he’s judged for), he knows he has 
a temper, and he’s worried he’ll go off, which is exactly how his dad ended up 
in jail. At what point, he wonders, is a friend no longer a friend? There isn’t an 
easy answer, and it only gets harder when Bryan’s parents tell him to be honest 
with Mike, but not give up on him completely. Bryan’s struggle is so relatable, 
and so realistically complex, as he comes to realize the voice he needs to listen 
is his own. (Ages 9–13)
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Marsh, Katherine. Nowhere Boy. Roaring Brook Press, 2018. 362 pages 
978–1–250–30757–6)

Ahmed, 14, is a Syrian refugee whose father disappeared in the water as they 
tried to reach Greece. After months living in a makeshift Belgian refugee camp, 
Ahmed hopes to make it to England, but things go terribly wrong and he finds 
refuge in the basement of a Brussels home. Max, 13, is an American expatriate. 
He hates his French-speaking school, the class bully, his parents’ fights, his 
sister’s perfection. When Max discovers the boy living in his basement, his 
initial fear quickly dissolves. His tutor speaks disparagingly of Muslim refugees 
but has also told Max, with pride, about Albert Jonnart, the Belgian man for 
whom their street is named. Jonnart was killed for hiding a Jewish boy from 
the Nazis. As Max learns more about Ahmed’s life and the horror of the war, 
including the death of Ahmed’s mother and little sister in a bombing, he’s 
determined to help with more than just food and books for his new friend in 
hiding. But terrorist attacks heightening Islamophobia making everything more 
challenging. Compassion is at the heart of this timely, discussable story moving 
back and forth between the two boys’ lives. Some of the plot stretches credibility 
but the hearts of the characters are genuine. (Ages 10–13)

Mass, Wendy, and Rebecca Stead. Bob. Illustrated by Nicholas Gannon. 
Feiwel and Friends, 2018. 201 pages (978–1–250–16662–3)

It’s been over five years since Livy, now almost 11, last visited her grandmother 
in Australia. Her grandmother is disappointed that Livy doesn’t remember 
much from that earlier trip. It’s even more disappointing to Bob, whom Livy 
finds in the closet of her mother’s childhood bedroom. A tattered chicken suit 
disguise five-year old Livy made can’t hide the fact that Bob’s a small green 
creature, neither human nor fowl. Bob’s spent time waiting for Livy’s return 
practicing the hokey pokey, constructing and deconstructing a Lego pirate ship, 
and occasionally crying as he wondered where and why his friend had gone. 
Livy’s memories of Bob gradually return in bits and pieces as he tells how she 
rescued him—or did he rescue her? Chapters alternate between Bob’s and Livy’s 
perspectives, and the impossible truth about Bob emerges within a larger story 
of family and home. Livy’s voice is firmly grounded in childhood as she struggles 
with anxiety about staying without her mother, who is off seeing friends, 
reconnects with Sarah, a girl she played with during her last visit, and attempts 
to keep Bob safe from all who might not be fooled by his chicken costume. 
Occasional brown-tone illustrations add a reassuring feel to this seamless merger 
of everyday and extraordinary. (Ages 7–10)

Mattick, Lindsay, and Josh Greenhut. Winnie’s Great War. Illustrated by 
Sophie Blackall. Little, Brown, 2018. 256 pages (978–0–316–44712–6)

Cole already knows the tale of the bear that inspired the Winnie the Pooh 
books. When he wants a new bedtime story, his mother decides he’s old enough 
to hear more about Winnie. Expanding on the picture book Finding Winnie, 
this story begins with a bear cub orphaned after its mother is killed by a hunter. 
The cub wreaks havoc when it’s taken in by the hunter’s child before being 
adopted by a Canadian veterinarian (Cole’s great-great-grandfather, Henry 
Colebourn) headed to training for World War I military service. Winnie—
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short for Winnipeg—has a special rapport with horses and rats on board the 
ship, brokering a peace between them, while she provides companionship and 
delight for many behind the lines in Europe before the veterinarian realizes war 
is too dangerous for Winnie and arranges for the London Zoo to take her. It is 
there she eventually meets a boy named Christopher Robin Milne and his writer 
father. At times funny, moving, tender, and sad, Winnie’s tale is always firmly 
centered on the loving relationship between a bear and his human and full of 
child-appeal. Charming illustrations introduce each chapter, and a concluding 
“Coleburn Family Archive” offers family photographs and artifacts. (Ages 7–12)

Medina, Meg. Merci Suárez Changes Gears. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
355 pages (978–0–7636–9049–6)

Cuban American Merci, 11, lives with her parents and older brother, Roli, at 
Las Casitas—three adjacent houses occupied by her extended family. Merci and 
Roli attend Seaward Academy, a private school where Roli is an academic star 
and Merci, now in her second year, has recently been named a “sunshine buddy” 
for a new student Michael Clark. Being a scholarship student at the school has 
enough challenges without Edna Santos, Merci’s own sunshine buddy the year 
before, annoyed at Merci. It turns out Edna likes Michael, creating drama Merci 
wants no part of. The drama Merci can’t avoid is at home, where her beloved 
grandfather, Lolo, has been acting moody and forgetful. When Merci has to take 
over caring for her young cousins after school because Lolo cannot, it means she 
can’t go out for soccer. Upset, and worried about Lolo, Merci wants reassurance 
her family seems unable to provide. When they finally reveal Lolo was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s, it’s a difficult truth, but one that Merci needed to know. Merci 
is firmly grounded in family and culture, giving her the stability she needs to 
meet and respond to change in this lively, moving story. (Ages 9–12)

Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. The Book of Boy. Illustrated by Ian 
Schoenherr. Greenwillow, 2018. 278 pages (978–0–06–268620–6)

In 1350 France, Boy is an orphan bullied and shunned because of the hump on 
his back. To escape his daily torment, he agrees to accompany a stranger named 
Secundus, who’s on a quest find the seven relics of St. Peter in order to get into 
heaven. Secundus already has the saintly rib, but he still needs tooth, thumb, 
toe, dust, skull, and tomb. It turns out Secundus is willing to beg, borrow, and 
steal to get the relics, which results in more than one narrow escape for the two 
as they journey across France to Rome. Secundus doesn’t want to explain why 
he’s in need of the relics to get into heaven. But Boy is keeping a few secrets of 
his own: He doesn’t need to eat and he has a deep empathy for and ability to 
communicate with animals. And then there’s what’s under his shirt; something 
he’s learned never to reveal. Beautiful bookmaking graces a singular story that is 
full of humor, warmth, and surprises, not the least of which is the true identity 
of Boy, who longs to be a real boy. Fascinating historical details are woven into a 
narrative told in Boy’s voice full of innocence and wisdom, and brimming with 
humanity. (Ages 8–11)
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Nesbet, Anne. The Orphan Band of Springdale. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
435 pages (978–0–7636–8804–2)

In spring, 1941, Augusta (Gusta) Hoopes Neubronner arrives in Springdale, 
Maine, with a battered French horn and the hope of finding a long-lost 
wishing coin. Her mother is working in New York City. Her father, a German 
immigrant, is on the run from authorities for his work as a labor organizer. 
Gusta’s Grandmother Hoopes runs an orphanage, and Gusta is deemed an 
honorary orphan by Josie, 14, the welcoming and unfailingly upbeat oldest 
among her charges. While some find Gusta’s German last name suspicious given 
the war in Europe, at home, at school, and in the community she earns the 
respect and affection of many, including the town occulist, another German 
immigrant, who gives her a job so she can work off the cost of spectacles that 
radically alter—and improve—her vision. When Josie, Gusta, and Gusta’s 
cousin Bess form a band, it gives Gusta reason not to sell her beloved French 
horn, which she’s been considering. Gusta hasn’t found the wishing coin, and 
the horn might bring enough money to pay for surgery Bess’s papa needs after 
a mill accident. All her hopes come crashing down before everything works out 
fine in this warm, heartfelt work of historical fiction full of period details that 
give it both veracity and charm. (Ages 8–11)

Nielsen, Susin. No Fixed Address. Wendy Lamb Books / Random House, 
2018. 280 pages (978–1–5247–6834–8)

Felix and his mom, Astrid, are living in a van. He hates it. And he hates how 
good his mom is at lying, although he’s grateful she got him into the sixth 
grade French Immersion class in one of their former Vancouver neighborhoods 
using a false address. Reunited with old friend Dylan, he doesn’t tell Dylan or 
new friend Winnie that he’s homeless. The difficulties of keeping the secret 
and managing daily life become more challenging when Astrid’s savings run 
out. She hasn’t found another job and begins to steal food. So Felix sets his 
sights on winning a television quiz program—the prize would be enough to 
rent an apartment and pay the store owner what they owe. Then Astrid falls 
into one of her “slumps” and can’t get out of bed. Felix holds out hope that his 
birth dad, Daniel—a gay Black man and an old friend of Astrid’s who lives in 
Toronto—might be able to help, but it’s clear Daniel has struggles of his own so 
Felix doesn’t tell him what’s happening. A novel that illuminates difficult truths 
doesn’t fall into the trap of a perfect ending. But warmth abounds, and Felix and 
Astrid’s lives are looking up by story’s end. Felix and Astrid’s richly developed 
backstories are among the things that make this novel stand out. (Ages 9–13)

Parr, Maria. Astrid the Unstoppable. Illustrated by Katie Harnett. 
Translated from the Norwegian by Guy Puzey. U.S. edition: Candlewick 
Press, 2018. 306 pages (978–1–5362–0017–1)

Astrid, the only child in her small Norwegian village, is known as “the little 
thunderbolt” for her fearless, full-speed-ahead approach to life. Her best friend 
is gruff Gunnvald, her aging godfather, who adores Astrid. The feeling is mutual. 
But a mysterious letter sends Gunnvald into a moody spiral, and then he breaks 
his leg. In the aftermath, Gunnvald’s adult daughter Heidi appears. Heidi is 
angry at her father, and he at her, for what they each see as abandonment by the 
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other. Heidi’s mother left her with Gunnvald when she was four, returning eight 
years later to take her away. The pain of that separation is still raw and real for 
them both. Astrid is hurt and confused that Gunnvald could have abandoned 
his child—it’s clear that he never tried to contact Heidi after she left. And 
Astrid wants to hate Heidi for planning to sell Gunnvald’s farm to Klaus Hagen, 
owner of the local wellness retreat and hater of children in general and Astrid 
in particular. But she can’t ignore what she knows about Gunnvald, and what 
she learns about Heidi. So Astrid hatches a plan, and then another, in hopes of 
changing Heidi’s mind, and, eventually Gunnvald’s and Heidi’s hearts, in this 
funny and moving translated novel. (Ages 8–12)

Perkins, Lynne Rae. Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea. Greenwillow, 2018. 
232 pages (978–0–06–249966–0)

A weeklong summer vacation for Alix and her older sister, Jools, is a series of 
small moments that combine to create an experience far different than their 
day-to-day life back home, from swimming in the ocean to cycling to a nature 
preserve to getting involved in a raptor rehabilitation program to making a new 
friend in African American Nessa, whose grandmother owns, and lives upstairs 
from, the apartment the girls’ family is renting. A quietly observant book that 
beautifully captures sibling and family dynamics, how cartwheels can lead to 
instant friendship, and how new experiences can leave such a lasting impression, 
is told primarily from Alix’s point of view, with Nessa’s perspective woven in 
throughout. For Nessa, some of the things unusual to Alix and Jools, from the 
shocking size of June bugs to building sandcastles by the sea—only to have 
them washed away by the tide—aren’t unusual at all. Occasional black-and-
white illustrations add to the appeal of this understated story full of warmth 
and charm. (Ages 7–10)

Quigley, Dawn. Apple in the Middle. (Contemporary Voices of Indigenous 
Peoples, Book 1) North Dakota State University Press, 2018. 264 pages 
(978–1946163073)

“Apple” can reference something precious and much loved: apple of one’s eye. 
“Apple” is also a derogatory term for Native people: red on the outside, white 
on the inside. Apple, 12, never knew her Ojibwe/Michif mom, who grew up 
on the Turtle Mountain Chippewa Indian Reservation in North Dakota but 
died in a car accident while pregnant. Apple has been raised by her white dad 
and her stepmom. Now she’s spending the summer on the Turtle Mountain 
Reservation. For the first time she is learning about her mom, whom her dad 
doesn’t talk about, and her heritage, and meeting members of her extended 
family of blood and community. A story that hits its stride at the point Apple 
arrives on the reservation features an abundance of warmth and humor, 
including Native humor that Apple is being exposed to for the first time, and 
wonderfully complex, nuanced characters. A subplot involving a man who was 
in love with Apple’s mom when they were teens is less compelling, as is the 
framing story with her dad, stepmom and little brother, but it all comes together 
as Apple begins to see herself not as someone in the middle or caught between, 
but as a girl connected to many good people and things across all aspects of her 
life. (Ages 9–13)
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Respicio, Mae. The House That Lou Built. Wendy Lamb Books, 2018. 231 
pages (978–1–5247–1794–0)

Lucinda (Lou) Bulosan-Nelson is good with her hands. She loves her 
woodworking class at school, and she has a dream: to build her own tiny house 
on the plot of land left to her by her white father, who died before Lou was 
born. When Lou’s mom considers taking a nursing job in Washington State, 
Lou panics. She doesn’t want to leave San Francisco, her friends, or her extended 
family and Filipino community. And what about her tiny house? She’s been 
collecting materials. She has a blueprint. She knows that building this house will 
help her feel more connected to the father she never knew. Then, worse news 
arrives: Unless Lou’s mom resumes tax payments on Lou’s land, the county will 
auction it off. Lou decides to take matters into her own hands (literally) and get 
started on that tiny house. Lou is resourceful, highly creative, and determined 
to learn and to find solutions—and she’s also smart enough to know how to 
ask for help when a project becomes too difficult. STEM themes abound, but 
Lou’s story is built on a foundation of family, friends, and community support. 
(Ages 8–13)

Reynolds, Jason. Lu. (Track: Book 4) A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book / Atheneum, 
2018. 218 pages (978–1–4814–5024–9)

Reynolds, Jason. Sunny. (Track: Book 3) A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book / 
Atheneum, 2018. 159 pages (978–1–4814–5021–8)

Reynolds rounds out his “Track” series with books focusing on the characters 
of Sunny and Lu, members of same elite track team as the main characters in 
Ghost and Patina. In Sunny, reliable miler Sunny decides he’s done with that 
race. He felt pressure from his dad to run it as a tribute to Sunny’s mom, a 
former marathoner who died after giving birth to him 13 years before. That’s 
a hard truth to live with, but even though he always wins, Sunny finds no 
joy in running the mile. What he really wants to do is dance, and in a story 
told through Sunny’s diary entries, bursts of onomatopoeia reflect his love 
of rhythm and movement. Home-schooled, Sunny has a wonderful tutor in 
vibrant Aurelia, but there is little connection between Sunny and his distant 
dad. But while the Defender’s coach works at turning Sunny into a discus 
thrower, an event that relies on rhythm and timing, Sunny and his dad are 
gradually moving toward new and deeper emotional honesty. In Lu, Lu(cas) is 
adjusting to big news: His mom is pregnant. As he considers what it will mean 
to be a big brother, he learns something upsetting about his dad, a former drug 
dealer, involving the Defenders’ beloved coach. On the track, Lu and his co-
captain are at odds, while Lu’s new event—hurdles—is vexing him: Every time 
he approaches a hurdle, he freezes. It isn’t until Coach takes advantage of Lu’s 
poor eyesight—a side effect of his albinism—and asks him to run essentially 
blind that Lu begins to soar, learning to trust himself. The two books continue 
to build on the relationship among the four title characters, all of who are 
African American, while developing the individual stories of Sunny and Lu and 
their immediate families. The richly developed, credible secondary characters 
further emphasize the importance of connection and family—both blood and 
formed—forgiveness, and deciding what really matters. (Ages 9–13)
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Saeed, Aisha. Amal Unbound. Nancy Paulsen Books / Penguin, 2018. 
226 pages (978–0–399–54468–2)

Twelve-year-old Amal lives in a Pakistani village where a powerful family, the 
Khans, incites fear because of their ruthlessness when seeking repayment for 
loans they’ve given. When Amal insults Jawad, the oldest Khan son, by refusing 
to sell him the last pomegranate, which she just purchased at the market, the 
price of the insult is high: Jawad calls for immediate repayment of Amal’s father’s 
debt. Since Amal’s father has no money, Jawad forces Amal to work at the Khan 
home as an indentured servant until the debt can be repaid. Amal becomes 
the personal servant of Jawad’s mother, Nasreen Baji. Unlike her son, the older 
woman is unusually kind. Still, Amal is desperate to leave the Khans and return 
to her family, and to school, which she loves. With room and board deducted 
from her wages, however, repayment of the loan is next to impossible, and Amal 
feels trapped. One tenacious girl’s search for justice is the center of a novel that 
affirms the value of girls and the importance of education. (Ages 9–13)

Sanchez, Mary Louise. The Wind Called My Name. Tu, 2018. 276 pages 
(978–1–62014–780–1)

When Margarita and her family move from New Mexico to Wyoming, 
Margarita’s goal is to make a new friend. She misses home and her abuela, 
who remained behind; in Wyoming, where her father and brother work for the 
railroad, her Mexican American family is in the minority, and not everyone is 
welcoming. Margarita is wary of bossy Caroline, who befriends her but insists 
she choose an “American” name. (Margarita, whose great-grandfather fought in 
the Civil War in New Mexico, repeatedly informs Caroline that she is, indeed, 
American.) Racism plays out in many ways, from daily microaggressions 
experienced by the whole family to outright hostility and discrimination against 
Margarita’s father and brother at work. As Margarita works to pay off a debt 
at the local general store, she also struggles to determine whether Caroline is a 
true friend. Grounded in rich details of family, tradition, and food, Margarita’s 
appealing and insightful story is one of quiet triumph and well-deserved pride. 
The Spanish spoken by Margarita’s family incorporated throughout the story 
is “Nueva España,” the geographically distinct Spanish spoken in New Mexico 
and southern Colorado historically, including during the Great Depression, 
when this story is set. (Ages 9–12)

Schusterman, Michelle. Spell & Spindle. Illustrated by Kathrin Honesta. 
Random House, 2018. 255 pages (978–0–399–55070–6)

Chance is given a life-sized marionette from the owner of a curiosity shop and 
discovers he can hear the puppet’s thoughts whenever he touches her strings. 
Penny has spent years on a shelf watching everything around her, and has hazy 
memories of a long-ago, different life. After Penny’s strings are cut by a shadowy 
man who slips into Chance’s bedroom window unseen, Chance uses a spindle 
he finds, left by the man, to try to reattach them. Instead, he and Penny switch 
places: He is now in the puppet’s body; Penny is in his. Chance’s older sister, 
the seemingly always sweet-tempered Constance, realizes Chance is not himself 
and teams with Penny to find him after the marionette disappears. Constance 
and Penny (in Chance’s body) stumble into a mystery tied to an evil puppeteer 
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and numerous children who’ve gone missing across decades. An exceptionally 
satisfying story set in mid–20th-century New York City offers frissons of 
excitement and fear and features memorable characters in Chance—a boy both 
smart and kind; Penny, facing a moral dilemma as she longs to remain human 
but doesn’t want to sacrifice Chance; and Constance, a girl whose seemingly 
compliant personality has been a ruse in response to the way girls and young 
women are seen—and not seen. She is intelligent, courageous, audacious, angry, 
and determined to get her brother back. (Ages 9–12)

Sell, Chad. The Cardboard Kingdom. Knopf, 2018. 281 pages  
(978–1–5247–1937–1)

When 16 children in one neighborhood take on superhero personas, stories 
unfold in their extended imaginary play. Using cardboard and bits of scrap to 
make their costumes, they transform themselves into the Huntress, the Mad 
Scientist, the Big Banshee, the Gargoyle, etc., and choose up sides for their 
mock backyard battles. This graphic novel switches back and forth between 
their fantasy world and their daily lives in which they create their cardboard 
constructions. This device is effective at portraying their shared imaginary world 
but, along with the shifting points of view from chapter to chapter, does require 
a bit more work at reading the pictures than most graphic novels for middle-
grade readers. But for those willing to study the illustrations and put in the 
work, the rewards are great, including humor, family drama, and peer conflicts 
and social hierarchies that will resonate with most children. The diverse cast 
of characters includes kids of different ethnicities, sizes, and gender identities. 
(Ages 8–11)

Shabazz, Ilyasah, with Renée Watson. Betty Before X. Farrar Straus 
Giroux, 2018. 248 pages (978–0–374–30610–6)

Ilyasah Shabazz’s fictionalized account of her mother’s childhood, written with 
Renée Watson, emphasizes Betty’s resilience and compassion, showing signs of 
the remarkable woman she would become, as the wife of Malcolm X and in her 
own right. Abused and unwanted by her biological mother, young Betty spends 
the first six years of her life in the loving care of her aunt in Georgia. Following 
her aunt’s death, Betty joins her mother, Ollie Mae, and Ollie Mae’s husband 
and children in Detroit. In the late 1940s, Betty is a young teenager who loves 
and is loved by her younger sisters but mistreated by Ollie Mae. Betty eventually 
finds a home with Mrs. and Mr. Malloy, members of her church. Mrs. Malloy 
is active in the Housewives’ League, an organization that encourages African 
Americans to boycott businesses that refuse to hire them. When Betty joins the 
League as a junior member, her identity as an activist begins to emerge, and 
she gains a sharper—and painful—understanding of racism and oppression, as 
well as of the diversity of opinions within her community. Through it all, Betty 
delights in friendship and chosen family, while her relationship with Ollie Mae 
is contentious yet slowly evolving. Notes about 1940s Detroit, the characters, 
and the supportive Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church community, 
are included. (Ages 8–12)
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Steinke, Aron Nels. Mr. Wolf’s Class. Graphix, 2018. 153 pages 
(978–1–338–04768–4)

Mr. Wolf, a brand new, slightly nervous fourth-grade teacher, wants, above all, 
to do a good job on his first day of school. This original graphic novel seamlessly 
shifts perspectives among Mr. Wolf and his 17 students, all facing their own 
first-day joys and challenges. Scenes zooming in and out of the students’ lives 
are anchored by Mr. Wolf ’s perspective, to which the story returns throughout 
the day. Each student is a different species of animal and each one is further 
individualized by personality and personal habits. Characters are skillfully 
developed through facial expressions, actions, and dialogue, and taken together 
they give readers a sense of the complex organism that is a busy classroom, as 
well as glimpses into the lives of the students beyond school. Well-rounded 
characters and an appealing plot distinguish this humorous graphic novel for 
middle-grade readers. (Ages 7–10)

Weyr, Garret. The Language of Spells. Illustrated by Katie Harnett. 
Chronicle, 2018. 299 pages (978–1–4521–5958–4)

Benevolentia Gaudium, or “Grisha,” is a 300-year-old dragon, although he 
spent much of his life as a teapot after being captured by a sorcerer at 60 and 
transformed. But the teapot’s second owner recognized Grisha for what he 
was and kindly restored him to his original dragon state. Grisha is now living 
in Vienna, where all remaining dragons were exiled after the World War II. 
Maggie is an 11-year-old, homeschooled human who lives in a hotel with her 
father. Maggie is friendless, but when she and Grisha meet they quickly grow 
fond of each other. Grisha is delighted that Maggie can see him at all; most 
humans no longer have time or need for magic and therefore cannot see magical 
creatures. When Grisha discovers over 70 dragons were put to sleep and buried 
somewhere in the city after the war (gold-eyed dragons like Grisha were allowed 
to live in the overcrowded city; purple-eyed dragons were put under a spell), he 
and Maggie, armed with a strong sense of justice and rudimentary knowledge 
of magic, set out to find, awaken, and free the missing creatures. Grisha and 
Maggie have skills, talents, and personalities that complement one another 
beautifully, while their shared commitment to justice extends to sacrificing the 
thing they value most. (Ages 8–12)

Woodson, Jacqueline. Harbor Me. Nancy Paulsen Books, 2018. 176 pages 
(978–0–399–25252–5)

“I want each of you to say to the other: I will harbor you.” Eleven-year-old 
Haley’s teacher, Ms. Laverne, challenges Haley and her classmates to be there 
for one another. But how do you become someone’s harbor? The final hour 
of school each week, Ms. Laverne leaves Haley and her five classmates alone 
to talk, trusting them to figure it out. As the kids spend time together over 
the course of the school year, they gradually reveal some of the hardest parts 
of their lives: A father who was picked up by immigration, fears about racism, 
bullying, housing and economic insecurity. Quiet Haley is hesitant to share 
her own, complicated story: Her father, who is white, is getting out of prison, 
where he’s been serving time for the accidental death of her mom, who was 
Black, in a car accident when she was three. She loves her dad, but isn’t sure 
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about living with him, and can’t imagine daily life without the uncle who’s 
been raising her. Haley’s classmates often laugh and joke, but they also come to 
embody the meaning of refuge for one another: safety, security, relief. Woodson’s 
characters are vivid, lively, poignant, and relatable in a story that reveals hope in 
everyday connection and caring, and will be deeply resonant for young readers. 
(Ages 9–12)

Yang, Kelly. Front Desk. Arthur A. Levine Books / Scholastic Inc., 2018. 
286 pages (978–1–338–15779–6)

Nine-year-old Mia Tang’s immigrant Chinese parents manage the Calivista 
Motel in Anaheim. Because the job comes with a room to live in, and because 
their family has been homeless on and off since coming to the United States, 
Mia’s parents won’t complain to Mr. Yao, the owner, about his unfair labor 
practices. Outgoing Mia likes helping out at the front desk. She checks short-
term guests in and becomes friends with the “regulars,” customers who live there, 
while unofficial guests—Chinese immigrants her parents occasionally let stay 
for free when Mr. Yao isn’t around—give her an even deeper understanding of 
how immigrant workers can be threatened and exploited. Mia’s English is more 
proficient than her parents, although, her mom cautions, not good enough 
to be a writer, Mia’s dream. It’s a remark made out of the concern that Mia 
be realistic, but it cuts deep, undermining Mia’s confidence. Mia is a natural 
optimist, however. She’s also precocious and determined, whether entering an 
essay contest to win a hotel in Vermont, fighting back against racism faced by an 
African American resident, or pulling off an incredible organizational coup. The 
results of her efforts are not only satisfying, but firmly grounded in this upbeat, 
engaging novel’s realm of possibility. (Ages 8–11)

Fiction for Young Adults

Acevedo, Elizabeth. The Poet X. HarperTeen, 2018. 361 pages 
(978–0–06–266280–4)

Fifteen-year-old Xiomara is a Dominican American teen living in Harlem. Her 
twin brother, Xavier, a smart, gentle boy, can do no wrong in their mother’s 
eyes. Xiomara can do no right. She often feels unseen and misunderstood, even 
by Xavier, despite the fact she has always defended him, whether from bullies 
or from their mother’s judgment by keeping his secret that he’s gay. Xiomara is 
intrigued by the new poetry club at school, and by Aman, a boy she meets in 
biology class. Her mother forbids dating, however, and insists Xiomara attend 
Catholic confirmation classes, which are the same afternoon as the club. But 
she and Aman connect over music. He sees her, not her developing body which 
often draws unwanted attention, and he becomes the first person she shares 
one of her poems with as their secret, out-of-school friendship blossoms into 
romance. There is an intense emotional arc to this electrifying novel in poems 
showcasing the emergence of a gifted writer. As Xiomara faces her mother’s 
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scorn, questions her faith, and deals with complications of friendship and 
romance, her journey is heart-wrenching. Her triumph comes in daring and 
then demanding to be seen, asserting her voice within and beyond her family 
and claiming her identity as a poet. (Age 12 and older)

Adeyemi, Tomi. Children of Blood and Bone. Henry Holt, 2018. 531 pages 
(978–1–250–17097–2)

Zélie was three when she saw her mother murdered along with the other 
maji in Orisha. Their deaths severed the links with the gods of the ten maji 
clans. As a result, young diviners like Zélie, identified by their white hair and 
disparagingly called maggots, can’t come into their magic. Amari is the daughter 
of King Saran. Her father killed the maji, believing magic a threat to Orisha. 
When Amari sees her maid and best friend Binta, a diviner, murdered by her 
father after Binta touches a scroll that awakens her power, she steals the scroll. 
She asks for help fleeing her pursuers from the first diviner she sees: Zélie. A 
fast-paced fantasy set in a world that draws on African cultures and geography 
(the almost-lost language of magic is Yoruba), follows Zélie, Amari, and Zélie’s 
brother, Tzain, on their quest to reestablish the connection between maji and 
their gods. The king’s guard in pursuit is led by Amari’s brother, Inan, who 
loves his sister but falls easily under the spell of their cruel father’s logic. Inan 
is also desperate to keep his own magical gifts, awakened by the scroll, hidden. 
While the plot isn’t wholly original, the opening volume of this series offers 
twists, turns, and surprises as Zélie, Amari, and Inan, haunted by their separate 
pasts, each seeks to change the future, although not necessarily in the same way. 
(Age 11 and older)

Albertalli, Becky. Leah on the Offbeat. Balzer + Bray, 2018. 343 pages 
(978–0–06–264380–3)

Leah takes the main stage in this companion novel to Simon vs. the Homo 
Sapiens Agenda. In their senior year of high school, Leah and her ethnically 
diverse friends are busy preparing for the near future while trying to savor their 
final few months together. While most of the others explore their many college 
options, Leah, who doesn’t enjoy the same economic privilege, has already 
applied and been accepted to the University of Georgia. As it turns out, Leah 
and her friend Abby are in the same boat, so they decide to take a road trip to 
visit the school together. Closeted, bisexual Leah, who is “always weird around 
Abby” (perhaps because Abby is so pretty and sweet), begins to fall for her friend 
as they spend more time together. However, Leah remains firmly convinced that 
Abby just isn’t into girls. Chock full of snarky, smart dialogue, this novel offers 
an unforgettable protagonist who makes mistakes, judges too quickly, and loves 
fiercely as she sometimes clumsily navigates her senior year and her complex and 
varied relationships. (Ages 14–18)

Andrews, Jesse. Munmun. Amulet Books, 2018. 404 pages 
(978–1–4197–2871–6)

In a parallel world, the size of humans depends on how much money (munmun) 
they have. The poorest people are tiny (the size of rats) and face daily challenges 
and dangers (cats, being stepped on, or just getting from Point A to Point B 
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can all prove deadly). Wealthy people are giant-sized by comparison and have 
to eat and drink massive quantities just to stay alive. But no one is stuck in their 
sizes, and with enough munmun, a tiny person can size up. Warner is a scrappy 
LittlePoor—the smallest, poorest, and weakest of beings. At his mother’s 
direction, he and his best friend Usher accompany Warner’s sister across town 
to a law school campus, hoping she will attract the attentions of a MiddleRich 
law student who might fall in love with her and then size her—and possibly, the 
whole family—up. Their escapades are both hilarious and hair-raising as events 
unfold in Warner’s comically distinctive voice. Warner uses a deliciously skewed 
English, which includes new compound words and clever phonetic spellings, in 
this original novel that offers a sharp, witty social satire, as well as an exploration 
of economic inequities. (Age 12 and older)

Black, Holly. The Cruel Prince. Illustrated by Kathleen Jennings. Little, 
Brown, 2018. 370 pages (978–0–316–31027–7)

Teenager Jude and her sister Taryn were only seven when Madoc, a member of 
the high court of Faerieland, came to the human world in search of his daughter, 
their older half-sister, Vivi. After killing the girls’ parents Madoc kidnapped the 
twins along with Vivi and they’ve been raised in Faerieland as his children. While 
Taryn enjoys all the privileges and trappings of their life in Faerie and longs to 
make a romantic match, Jude is not only more wary but wants to prove herself 
as a knight. But no one can forget she is human, least of all her nemesis, Prince 
Cardan, youngest of the High King’s sons. Cardan, a bully with power, is only 
one of the many dangers Jude will face in this story full of political and emotional 
intrigue, plot twists and turns, acts of nobility and acts of betrayal. Nothing is 
simple, least of all the relationships among characters whose complexities bring 
them into full and messy relief. At the center of it all is Jude, a young woman of 
great intelligence, courage, and heart. (Age 12 and older)

Chan, Crystal. All That I Can Fix. Simon Pulse, 2018. 314 pages 
(978–1–5344–0888–3)

Teenage Ronney’s small Indiana town has been overrun by wild animals released 
from a private zoo, the owner’s last act before committing suicide by gun. Ten-
year-old Sam, a friend of Ronney’s little sister, Mina, is convinced Ronney can 
find his older brother, who ran away. Ronney is worried about Sam, worried 
about Mina, and worried about his stressed out mom. He also feels betrayed, 
and heartbroken, when he learns his two best friends are dating (they all know 
he has a crush on one of them). Above all, Ronney is uncompromisingly angry 
at his dad, who’s battling depression and recovering from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound in a suicide attempt months before. This compelling, ambitious novel 
has just the right touch of the absurd to balance its serious themes. Some of the 
dangers and complexities of guns in society continue to play out as townspeople 
arm themselves against the animals, with some animals—and some people—
proving more dangerous than others. Mixed-race Ronney’s specific heritage is 
intentionally never revealed. His experience as a brown-skinned teen is that 
people want to categorize him, and do judge him. He is an irresistible force at 
the center of this story, caring with each beat of his huge heart, despite every 
claim he makes to the contrary. (Age 13 and older)
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Colbert, Brandy. Finding Yvonne. Little, Brown, 2018. 276 pages  
978–0–316–34905–5)

Yvonne, a high school senior raised by her father, an African American chef, 
thought college would be a music school, but her (former) private violin teacher 
has made clear Yvonne isn’t good enough, and she knows it’s true. Her orchestra 
teacher says there are other careers in music besides performance, while her dad’s 
mentor thinks she has talent as a baker. Yvonne is also in love, she thinks, with 
Warren, her dad’s 21-year-old sous chef, although they’ve taken things slowly, 
because he works with her dad and because she isn’t yet 18. Then she meets 
Omar, a busker, attracted to his joy in music, his spontaneity, and his seemingly 
carefree life. The week Yvonne turns 18, she ends up sleeping with both Warren 
and Omar; not long after she discovers she’s pregnant. She can’t imagine telling 
her dad, while she already thinks her best friend judges her for choosing to have 
sex, a fact about which Yvonne is unapologetic. A novel that is complex and 
nuanced features characters that are genuine at every turn. Yvonne is smart but 
she’s not a prodigy at music or baking or life. She is trying to figure things out, 
and learning to ask for and give honesty and emotional accountability in all of 
her relationships. By story’s end, which includes a frank discussion of abortion, 
one thing she’s certain of is being surrounded by love. (Age 13 and older)

Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Journey of Little Charlie. Scholastic Press, 
2018. 234 pages (978–0–545–15666–0)

At 6’4”, Little Charlie Bobo looks like a man but is still a child at 12. Cap’n 
Buck, the overseer of a nearby plantation, claims he paid Charlie’s late dad 
for a job he never did and now expects Charlie to follow through on the 
commitment: Help Cap’n Buck recover $4000 in stolen “property,” an African 
American family that escaped slavery nine years before. For Charlie, poor and 
white, slavery is a fact of life in the south, not something he’s ever thought 
to question. That slowly changes as he travels north. When they venture into 
Canada to convince the escaped couple’s son, Sylvanus, that his parents need 
him back in Detroit, it’s Charlie’s job to build rapport with Sylvanus and 
get him to board the train. Charlie’s goodness shines through from the start, 
but his journey from innocence and ignorance to understanding is genuine 
and compelling in a novel that once again showcases Curtis’s ability to create 
believable characters, offer laugh-out-loud humor, and reveal searing truths. 
A lengthy author’s note describes Curtis’s decision to tell the story from the 
perspective of a white character (not his original intention) who, although 
raised steeped in poverty and racism, is capable of “seeing the lie of what 
he’s been taught” and “possessed great courage to which we all could aspire.” 
(Age 11 and older)

Deracine, Anat. Driving by Starlight. Godwin Books / Henry Holt, 2018. 
280 pages (978–1–250–13342–7)

Leena’s father, a leader during the 2011 Arab Spring uprising in Saudi Arabia, is 
imprisoned. Mishie’s father works for the government. The two young women 
have been best friends for years, Leena always willing to support Mishie’s 
small rebellions against strict rules for female behavior. But Leena’s future is 
compromised by her father’s imprisonment, her family economic situation, and 
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strict Saudi laws. When she meets Ahmed, an admirer of her father, she believes 
he and his friends may be planning to get him out of prison. She wonders if 
she’s falling in love with this young man who takes her out into the desert at 
night and teaches her to drive. Leena risks not just arrest but friendship in 
order to spend time with Ahmed, knowing Mishie likes him, too. When it 
all comes crashing down—her friendship with Mishie, her trust in Ahmed, 
her hope for the future—Leena begins studying with her father’s law partner, 
Hussein. She reaches out to other girls and devises a radical plan to use the 
restrictive laws to their advantage. Many finely drawn characters reveal a range 
of political and religious viewpoints as a young woman and her friends draw on 
their intelligence and courage to change the course of their lives in a novel that 
takes an astonishing, liberating turn. (Age 12 and older)

Doll, Jen. Unclaimed Baggage. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2018. 379 pages 
(978–0–374–30606–9)

Ever wonder where all that lost luggage ends up when no one claims it at the 
end of a flight? Unclaimed Baggage is an eclectic resale shop in a small Alabama 
town. The work of unpacking and inventorying lots of unclaimed luggage 
purchased by the store is shared among three teens. Doris is a liberal feminist 
floating in a sea of conservative Christians; Grant is a former star athlete whose 
out-of-control drinking resulted in a very public fall from grace; and Nell has 
just moved to Alabama from Illinois, reluctantly leaving her boyfriend behind. 
Over the course of the summer, Doris and Nell support one another as friends 
and as young women, and do their best to help Grant, who struggles to abstain 
from alcohol and to forgive himself for the poor decisions he’s made. While 
Grant struggles to recover, Doris misses the guidance of her kindred-spirit aunt, 
who recently passed away, and Nell must confront her white privilege when her 
biracial (Black/white) boyfriend comes to visit. Although the lessons in racism 
may feel a bit forced toward the end, this entertaining novel excels at exploring 
the value and necessity of friendship among teens. (Age 13 and older)

Engle, Margarita. Jazz Owls: A Novel of the Zoot Suit Riots. Illustrated by 
Rudy Gutierrez. Atheneum, 2018. 179 pages (978–1–5344–0943–9)

Most of this novel-in-verse recounting what happened before, during, and after 
what are unfortunately known as the Zoot Suit Riots is told through the eyes 
of three members of one family: Ray, 12, when the story begins, and his older 
sisters Marisela,14, and Lorena, 16. A patriotic family with an older brother 
fighting in the war, their identity as proud Mexican Americans is at odds with 
those who see them and as Mexican only. Marisela is a “jazz owl” who spends 
her evenings dancing with sailors. Ray, too, loves to dance, while Lorena is 
focused on education. The 1943 riots are fueled by tensions after the conviction 
(overturned two years later) of a group of Latino men for murder. The riots were 
started by U.S. sailors attacking young Zoot Suit-wearing Mexican Americans, 
whom the police pursued and media blamed. In the aftermath, Ray, who 
was humiliated by the police, pursues dance with greater intention. Marisela, 
working in a war plant, becomes a strike organizer and also longs to marry 
the Cuban drummer she is in love with, but he’s classified as white and mixed 
marriage is illegal. Lorena takes a job at an airplane plant, dreams of learning to 
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fly, and finds a way to proudly affirm her Mexican American identity when she 
protests a factory Beauty Contest. An author’s note provides more context for 
the tensions of the times. (Age 12 and older)

de Fombelle, Timothée. The Book of Pearl. Translated from the French 
by Sarah Ardizzone and Sam Gordon. Candlewick Press, 2018. 355 pages 
(978–0–7636–9126–4)

A young prince, Ilian, in love with a fairy, is banished to another world—our 
world. In late 1930s France, a Jewish couple, the Pearls, take in the homeless 
young man who appears outside their Paris shop. He becomes like a son to 
them. When French officials don’t believe the Pearl’s late son is dead, the young 
man takes the place of Joshua Pearl and joins the French army. As time passes 
and his losses in this world mount, the prince’s/Joshua’s driving passion becomes 
tracking down relics from the place he came from as proof that the world of 
stories is real, in hopes they will help him find his way back. This astonishing 
work moves between our world and Prince Ilian’s, and between present and past 
in both places. It includes the story of Olia, the fairy in love with the prince, 
also banished to our world but who agreed never to let Ilian know she was 
there in exchange for his life. And it includes the story of a heartsick French 
teenager who has a memorable encounter with the eccentric, middle-aged 
Joshua Pearl and grows up to become the masterful teller of this tale, one he 
finds it impossible to believe even as he is telling it. This extraordinary account 
of love and exile, cruelty and kindness, loss and longing honors the power of 
story to hold it all, and all of us, in place. (Age 12 and older)

Farizan, Sara. Here to Stay. Algonquin, 2018. 265 pages 
(978–1–61620–700–7)

A junior at an elite private high school, Bijan Majidi finds himself thrown into 
the midst of controversy when a photograph showing his head Photoshopped 
onto a rifle-toting jihadist is distributed via anonymous email to the entire 
school community. Bijan suspects the photo was sent by one of his basketball 
teammates, Drew, who is jealous that Bijan is an outstanding varsity player. 
Bijan wonders if he was also targeted because he recently joined a group of 
student activists petitioning to change the school mascot—the Gunners—to 
something less violent, although he was motivated less by a desire for change 
than by his crush on Elle, one of the student organizers. He also joined to 
support his friend Stephanie, who is single-minded in her devotion to a cause 
and largely resented by the student body. Bijan’s well-drawn character, believable 
experiences, and raw emotional responses as he navigates the Islamophobia 
directed at him and works to support others experiencing homophobia and 
other forms of harassment solidly ground this novel. (Age 13 and older)

Gansworth, Eric. Give Me Some Truth. Arthur A. Levine Books / 
Scholastic Inc., 2018. 403 pages (978–1–338–14354–6)

In 1980, Carson Mastick and his best friend, Lewis Blake, are high school 
seniors living on the Tuscarora Reservation in upstate New York. Maggi Bokoni, 
15, has just moved back to the reservation with her older sister, Marie. Former 
honor student Lewis paid a heavy price at school for standing up to a white bully 
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years before (the story told in If I Ever Get Out of Here ). His future uncertain, 
he works cleaning buses for the school district, where Maggi also gets a job and 
meets Jim, a white grounds supervisor in his early 30s who seems to understand 
her desire to make art beyond traditional beadwork. Hopeful musician Carson 
forms a band with reluctant Lewis on bass and Maggi on water drum, intent on 
winning a competition that could lead to New York. And Marie is in love with 
one of her former high school teachers from the city. Their stories, individual, 
intertwined, unpredictable, play out over a series of months in which Carson 
also mounts a protest against “Custard’s Last Stand,” a restaurant glorifying 
General Custer that blatantly posts a “No Indians” sign. Though most from 
the Rez avoid the place, Carson, who can pass as white, wants to confront the 
racism directly. The nuances and intricacies of these smart, tender characters 
and their lives unfold in a funny, righteous and illuminating novel. Songs 
of the Beatles and John Lennon and Yoko Ono provide chapter titles and 
touchpoints as the teens find solace and inspiration in both music and art. 
(Age 13 and older)

Gibney, Shannon. Dream Country. Dutton, 2018. 335 pages 
(978–0–7352–3167–2)

In 2008, Kollie, whose family emigrated to the United States from Liberia due 
to civil war, is struggling. After Kollie is suspended from school for beating 
up an African American classmate, Kollie’s father decides to send him back to 
Liberia. In 1926, Togar is fleeing soldiers who raided his village to conscript 
men and boys for work on farms owned by Congos—descendants of African 
American immigrants to Liberia. In 1827, Yasmine and her children escape 
slavery for Liberia, the trip arranged by white men whose motivation is to rid 
America of the problem of slaves. Following hardship and tragedy, Yasmine’s 
family becomes part of Liberia’s ruling class, although her daughter choses life 
with the boy she loves from a native tribe. In 1980, Liberian student Ujay is 
involved in government protests while the young woman he loves is a member of 
the ruling class who acknowledges the need for change but does not know how 
to achieve it. The price for political change proves high. And in 2018, Kollie’s 
sister, Angel, is piecing together this history, one in which oppressed become 
oppressors, and racism and classism seem endemic to the human condition. 
It is the history of her family, and a single talisman, the clasp of a purse, runs 
through it. So, too, does kindness and love—things that can and must endure. 
An informative and personal author’s note concludes this ambitious exploration 
of the painful, long-lasting effects of the colonization in Liberia by formerly 
enslaved African Americans. (Age 15 and older)

Gilbert, Kelly Loy. Picture Us in the Light. Hyperion, 2018. 353 pages 
(978–148472602–0)

Chinese American Danny just got a full scholarship to the prestigious Rhode 
Island School of Design. His immigrant parents are thrilled for him, as is 
his popular best friend, Harry, with whom Danny is secretly in love. Harry’s 
girlfriend Regina is happy for Danny, too, although things have been weird 
between them ever since their friend Sandra died by suicide a year ago. Danny 
feels guilty about Sandra, as they’d had a falling out before her death. When 
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Danny finds a box of documents and letters at home that puzzle him, and 
his parents won’t answer his questions, he takes things into his own hands, 
uncovering a story about his family, and the older sister he’s always been told 
died before he was born, that is initially shocking, then oddly comforting. 
This quiet, emotionally intense novel in Danny’s observant first-person voice 
integrates two seemingly disparate storylines: the one-year aftermath of Sandra’s 
suicide, which reveals the intense pressure she felt as a high-achieving student, 
and Danny’s family story. Danny’s friendships are integral to both, and it is 
these relationships, and Danny’s searching, tender heart, that tie the two threads 
together. (Age 13 and older)

Giles, Lamar, editor. Fresh Ink: An Anthology. Crown, 2018. 187 pages 
(978–1–5247–6628–3)

Twelve short stories by writers and artists of color and Indigenous creators 
provide contemporary readers with a diversity of protagonists, styles, and 
formats. Here are culturally authentic heroes for all readers, characters that 
reflect specifics of identity that will provide essential reflection and affirmation 
for many. “I hope you find one who looks like you, or thinks like you, or 
feels like you,” writes editor Lamar Giles. “If not, I hope you find glimpses 
into other worlds that are both respectful and enlightening.” The contributors 
include Jason Reynolds, Malinda Lo, Eric Gansworth, Aminah Mae Safi, Walter 
Dean Myers, Sara Farizan, Daniel José Older, Sharon G. Flake, Melissa de la 
Cruz, Gene Luen Yang and Thien Pham, Schuyler Bailar, and Nicola Yoon. 
(Age 12 and older)

Hautman, Pete. Otherwood. Candlewick Press, 2018. 303 pages 
(978–0–7636–9071–7)

Stuey has always known that the woods growing behind his home was once a 
golf course built by his great grandfather. And he knows his great grandfather 
was a rather unscrupulous character—a bootlegger and, he later learns, an anti-
Semite. He’s also heard odd stories about the strange disappearance of both his 
great grandfather and the lawyer who was after him. Most people assume that 
Stuey’s great grandfather murdered the lawyer and skipped town, but no one 
knows for sure. Stuey’s grandfather always warned him there were ghosts in 
the woods, but the woods have always seemed perfectly normal to Stuey, until 
he finds a mysterious treefall that forms a small shelter, big enough to play in. 
Things just seem different there—special, and sometimes creepy. It turns out 
the treefall has also been claimed by another child, a girl named Elly Rose who 
has just moved in to a house on the other side of the wood. The two quickly 
become best friends (soulmates, Elly Rose claims). It all seems like the normal 
stuff of childhood, until the day Elly Rose disappears. Literally. This deliciously 
strange novel defies the laws of physics but consistently follows its own rules as 
it moves toward a surprising resolution. (Age 11 and older)

Jones, Adam Garnet. Fire Song. Annick Press, 2018. 230 pages 
(978–1–55451–977–4)

Reeling from his teenage sister’s suicide and worried about his depressed and 
grieving mother, an Anishinaabe teen finds his plans disrupted immediately 
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after high school graduation. Shane had been planning to leave the reservation 
for college in Toronto, but with a gaping hole in the roof of his family’s house 
and a lack of financial assistance, he won’t be going anywhere soon. He longs 
to move to the city, where he can live authentically as a gay man, preferably 
with David, with whom he is secretly involved. David, though, is reluctant to 
leave the reservation or to come out. Shane is closeted too, and his girlfriend, 
Tara, hopes to accompany him to the city. As Shane’s options become fewer, 
his desperation and despair grow, leading him to hatch a foolhardy escape plan. 
In elegant prose, this novel movingly portrays the determination and desires of 
characters struggling to embrace their various identities within the spaces they 
inhabit, despite a dearth of resources and overwhelming odds against them, 
while the tragedy of suicide among young First Nations women echoes through 
the narrative. (Age 14 and older)

Judge, Lita. Mary’s Monster: Love, Madness, and How Mary Shelley 
Created Frankenstein. Roaring Brook Press, 2018. 312 pages 
(978–1–62672–500–3)

“She conceived me. / I took shape like an infant, / not in her body, but in her 
heart, growing from her imagination / till I was bold enough to climb out of 
the page / and into your mind.” Frankenstein’s monster speaks the Prologue, 
but it’s Mary Shelley’s voice that cries out across fictionalized, first-person poems 
recounting her life from childhood through shortly after writing Frankenstein 
when she was barely more than 20. Raised with her father and late mother’s 
feminist ideals but abused by her controlling stepmother, Mary left home as 
a teen to live with Percy Bysshe Shelley, a passionate (married) writer who 
struggled with severe mental illness. She was deeply in love, and soon pregnant. 
The years that followed were marked by turmoil, betrayal, and loss, all of which 
contributed to the conception of her literary masterpiece, which was crafted over 
a period of nine months. Full-page grayscale ink wash illustrations throughout 
set the perfect mood, while notes and documentation at volume’s end provide 
additional information, as well as commentary on how Judge, who drew on 
Mary’s letters and diaries as well as other sources in her research, navigated the 
space between fact and fiction. (Age 13 and older)

Khorram, Adib. Darius the Great Is Not Okay. Dial, 2018. 314 pages 
(978–0–525–55296–3)

Darius is a self-described “fractional” Iranian; his mom from Iran, his dad 
a white “ubermensch.” Darius loves tea and Star Trek with equal passion. 
Watching episodes of “The Next Generation” is one of the few ways he and 
his dad connect. Otherwise, he feels judged—for his lack of friends, for 
being overweight, for being so sensitive, for not standing up to bullies in 
high school. Although both he and his dad take medication for depression, 
they don’t talk about it. When Darius’s family travels to Iran to spend time 
with his grandparents, Darius makes his first good, true friend in Sohrab. 
Sohrab “doesn’t have walls around his heart”—he is easy to talk to and openly 
affectionate. Because of Sohrab, Darius starts to see himself differently. And 
because of Sohrab, and his grandparents and extended family, and the places 
they visit in Iran, Darius also begins to understand the history and culture of the 
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place and people that live in his mother’s—and now his—heart. And because of 
his grief—over his grandfather’s illness, over unexpected hurt—his dad bridges 
the distance between them, revealing love that’s always been there. Darius is a 
funny and tender first-person narrator in a debut novel with terrifically drawn 
characters, richly depicted relationships, and full of warmth and hope. Darius 
is just beginning to consider his love for Sohrab may be more than friendship 
by story’s end. (Age 12 and older)

Leno, Katrina. Summer of Salt. HarperTeen, 2018. 256 pages 
(978–0–06–249362–0)

All of the women in the Fernweh family discover their magical power by the 
age of 18. Twins Georgie and Mary are turning 18 at the end of summer and 
will leave the tiny island of By-the-Sea for the first time to attend college. Mary 
has always been able to float if not fly, but Georgie suspects she, herself, may 
not have any magic. The girls and their mother, who concocts potions, run 
an inn that’s overrun each summer by “birdheads,” ornithologists and devoted 
fans of an extremely rare bird called Annabella that only appears on By-the-Sea 
for two months of the year. The Fernwehs suspect Annabella is Georgie and 
Mary’s 300-year-old “great-great-great–Maybe-another-great-” aunt, who could 
fly, and disappeared around the time the bird first showed up generations ago. 
When a week passes with no sign of Annabella, birdheads and island dwellers 
alike are nervous. When two and then three weeks pass, they become frantic. 
The discovery of Annabella does not bring the relief everyone hoped for, and 
Georgie is more worried than most: Mary is suddenly distant and depressed, and 
seems to be hiding something. Magical realism is at its finest in this deft blend 
of fantasy with sometimes-harsh reality in a story that grippingly illuminates the 
life-altering effects of sexual assault and trauma while never losing sight of the 
magic that is hope and healing. (Ages 13–18)

Mather, Janice Lynn. Learning to Breathe. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 
328 pages (978–1–5344–0601–8)

Although she was raised mostly by her loving grandmother, everyone seems 
to expect 16-year-old, Black Bahamian Indy to follow in the footsteps of her 
mother, who has a drug addiction and cannot provide a stable home for her 
daughter. So when Indy moves to Nassau to live with her aunt and is raped by 
her cousin Gary, she keeps the resulting pregnancy a secret, afraid that her aunt 
will kick her out of the house. Struggling in school and in agony due to the 
trauma she has survived—and which she continues, horrifically, to experience at 
Gary’s hands—Indy spends a lot of time alone on the island. Stumbling upon a 
yoga retreat one day, she experiences the kindness of the owner and employees, 
all locals, and slowly opens herself up to receiving the support that she deserves 
and so desperately needs. This is a heart-wrenching study of one vulnerable 
young woman who, with help, summons the strength to speak her truth, 
to regain her footing, and to press on despite the violence she has endured. 
(Age 14 and older)
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McCullough, Joy. Blood Water Paint. Dutton, 2018. 289 pages 
(978–0–7352–3211–2)

In early 17th-century Rome, Artemisia Gentileschi, 17, has surpassed her 
father’s skill as a painter but gets no credit for her work because she is a woman. 
Artemisia’s late mother told her about the Biblical figures of Susanna and Judith, 
wanting Artemisia to understand the struggles of the two women—the things 
they suffered simply for being women—as well as their courage and bravery, 
none of which Artemisia sees reflected in the work of men who’ve painted them. 
When her father hires Agostino Tassi to tutor her in perspective, Artemisia 
is happy to learn from a better teacher, and their mutual attraction leads her 
to believe he may propose. Then he rapes her. Artemisia makes the decision 
to publicly charge him. The burden of proof placed on her by the court is 
emotionally and physically brutal, and it is visions of Susanna and Judith that 
she draws upon for strength. This extraordinary, enraging, astonishing novel 
based on true events is told primarily in verse, with stories about Judith and 
Susanna interspersed in prose. McCullough’s research included over 300 pages 
of transcripts from the 1611 trial. Artemisia won her case (although the sentence 
for Tassi was laughable), but her true triumph, more fully documented in an 
author’s note, is in what came next: A career as a painter—more than 50 of her 
works survive. (Age 14 and older)

Murphy, Julie. Puddin’. Balzer + Bray, 2018. 428 pages 
(978–0–06–241838–8)

Millie Michalchuk is planning ahead, applying for a summer broadcast 
journalism camp. Millie is fat, and she’s comfortable with it—unlike her mother, 
who persistently fills the fridge with diet foods and can’t believe Millie doesn’t 
want to go back to Daisy Ranch Weight Loss Camp; and unlike classmate 
Callie Reyes, who treats Millie with contempt. Callie is co-assistant captain of 
the school’s highly accomplished competitive dance team. When a local gym 
is forced to withdraw funding for the team, Callie and her teammates retaliate 
with vandalism. Millie, who happens to work at the gym, identifies Callie in the 
security footage, and Callie takes the fall for the team, paying off the damages 
by working at the gym for free. Outgoing and forgiving, Millie befriends a 
suddenly friendless and dance team-less Callie, even inviting her for weekly 
sleepovers with her friends, and seeking Callie’s advice on making a move with 
her crush, Malik. Biracial Callie, who feels alone both at school and at home, 
where she is the only brown Latina living with her white mom, stepdad, and 
little sister, begrudgingly finds herself enjoying Millie’s company. This funny 
and endearing companion novel to Dumplin’ champions young women in all 
their glorious flaws and complexities. Fat or thin, bubbly or cynical, asexual or 
boy crazy, the important thing is to support one another. (Age 12 and older)

Na, An. The Place between Breaths. A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book / Atheneum, 
2018. 181 pages (978–1–4814–2225–3)

Grace is a high school senior with a coveted intern position at the genetics lab 
where her dad recruits scientific researchers. Her schizophrenic mother left them 
when Grace was a small child, a loss that echoes continuously. Grace finds her 
dad’s obsession with the lab’s work trying to isolate a gene for schizophrenia 
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frustrating. It’s not like isolating a gene will lead automatically to a cure, and it’s 
not like her mom will benefit—they have no idea what happened to her. Grace 
wishes her dad devoted more of his time and attention to her. A beautifully 
written narrative moves between Korean American Grace in the present 
day—her lonely life at home, her work at the lab, where she meets graduate 
student Will; her early childhood memories in which her parents’ love and her 
mom’s increasingly unpredictable behavior and growing sense of desperation 
filters through—and second-person chapters in which an unknown speaker 
addresses an unknown “you.” Locating oneself in the story becomes more and 
more challenging in a novel that parallels Grace’s own experience as it becomes 
clear she also has schizophrenia. Like Grace, it’s hard to know what is real. But 
beyond the fear, pain, and sense of loss in this aching, deeply resonant novel, 
are glimmers of hope, too. (Age 13 and older)

Ness, Patrick. And the Ocean Was Our Sky. Illustrated by Rovina Cai. 
HarperTeen, 2018. 158 pages (978–0–06–286072–9)

Bathsheba is Third Apprentice to Captain Alexandra, one of the great hunting 
whales. For whales, water is “sky,” and the “abyss” is the human world. They 
have a complex society, culture, and history, and they hunt humans largely for 
self-defense, but not always. When Captain Alexandra finds a ship with a lone 
human survivor, she recognizes the coin he holds, inscribed with the letters 
TW, as a sign from monstrous Toby Wick, the devil among humans who has 
cruelly killed so many whales in his great white ship. The Captain goes in single-
minded pursuit of Wick, convinced the coin was a sign left for her because 
of events long ago. Bathsheba, put in charge of the human survivor, grows 
curious about him. By the time the Captain’s inevitable order comes to kill him, 
Bathsheba is reluctant. Why are we doing this? Bathsheba wonders. Is Toby 
Wick real, or a myth with only a bit of truth in its origins, one used to justify 
actions no different than killing done by humans? This remarkable reimagining 
of Moby Dick comes to an extraordinary climax, one that is tragic, shocking, and 
deeply moving. Teens do not need to have read the original book to find much 
to appreciate and consider. Illustrated sections of storytelling beautifully extend 
the mood in this provocative offering. (Age 13 and older)

Ribay, Randy. After the Shot Drops. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 
325 pages (978–1–328–70227–2)

Many in Bunny’s neighborhood feel he betrayed them when he accepted a 
basketball scholarship to St. Sebastian’s, a private high school. His best friend 
Nasir, who still plays for their neighborhood high school, won’t even talk to 
him. As Bunny’s sophomore season heats up, he’s also questioning his decision 
to transfer. Basketball is the only way he fits in at St. Sebastian; in every other 
way it’s a challenge, because he’s Black and, compared to most students, poor. 
At the same time, college recruiters are paying far more attention to him 
than they would have at his old school. Bunny and Nasir’s tentative gestures 
of reconciliation are complicated by Bunny dating Keyona, a girl on whom 
Nasir has crushed for years. Nasir is also worried about his cousin Wallace, 
about to be evicted because his grandmother can no longer afford the rent in 
their gentrifying building. When Wallace reveals he’s been betting against St. 
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Sebastian’s in the hopes of winning enough to pay their rent, it complicates 
things for Nasir even further. Chapters alternating between Bunny and Nasir’s 
points of view reveal the complexities and challenges of their lives in a riveting 
novel that illuminates how often the right thing to do is muddied by the ripple 
effects of every action; while doing the right thing, even when it’s clear, isn’t 
always easy. (Age 12 and older)

Safi, Aminah Mae. Not the Girls You’re Looking For. Feiwel and Friends, 
2018. 329 pages (978–1–250–15181–0)

Muslim American Lulu Saad is one of four young women in a tight group of 
friends in Houston. Her dad is a history professor who emigrated from Iraq; her 
mom is a lawyer from Louisiana. Lulu’s friendships are strong and fierce, but 
also complicated and at times highly charged. Her family and extended relations 
with their Muslim community in Houston are also challenging as Lulu navigates 
her complex identity. A work that illuminates sexism, racism, Islamophobia, 
homophobia, and prejudice (many of the Muslim women in their extended 
community aren’t exactly welcoming to her mom, so the prejudice in her family 
works both ways) isn’t about any of those things. It’s about a teen girl trying to 
understand what has happened as her friendships seem to be unraveling, where 
she is accountable and where she is owed accountability; it’s about figuring out 
who she is and how she fits into her circle of friends and her extended family 
and community. While a revenge plot against a boy is over the top (if viscerally 
satisfying), the feelings behind it regarding consent are not in a story that is 
otherwise nuanced and bold, funny and painful, and that confronts macro- and 
micro-aggressions on many fronts. (Age 13 and older)

Shusterman, Neal, and Jarrod Shusterman. Dry. Simon & Schuster, 2018. 
390 pages (978–1–4814–8196–0)

When their water is shut off without warning, Alyssa, her ten-year-old brother 
Garrett, and their parents assume it’s temporary and head to the store for a 
case of water to tide them over. But Costco is a madhouse, and all the water is 
gone. It’s the beginning of what is dubbed the “Tap-Out”: Arizona has blocked 
the Colorado River due to water shortages, throwing Southern California into 
a state of crisis and panic. In addition to Alyssa and Garrett, this riveting and 
all-too-believable narrative focuses on Kelton, Alyssa’s classmate and next-
door neighbor, and Jacqui, a tough-as-nails teen they meet. Kelton’s family are 
“preppers.” They have weeks’ worth of food and water, an arsenal of weapons, 
and their own electricity, all of which make them a target. They also have a 
“bug-out” with additional supplies hidden in the woods. They pick up Jacqui 
on their arduous and obstacle-riddled journey to the bug-out. Snapshots of 
others—a journalist, a teammate of Alyssa’s, a member of the National Guard, 
etc.—provide a fuller picture of the chaos as it develops. A range of human 
behavior is on display in this chillingly credible novel, from the utterly desperate 
acts of those dying of thirst to the brilliant resourcefulness of others, in a story 
that serves as a warning of what may come if we fail to halt climate change. 
(Age 13 and older)
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Shusterman, Neal. Thunderhead. (Arc of a Scythe: Book 2) Simon & 
Schuster, 2018. 504 pages (978–1–4424–7245–7)

Citra and Rowan, now full scythes named Anastasia and Lucifer, respectively, 
have similar beliefs about the roll scythes play in society, gleaning lives to keep 
the population in check, but vastly different approaches to bringing about 
change within the scythedom. Lucifer has gone off the grid, gleaning corrupt 
scythes at his own discretion, and is wanted by the scythedom. Anastasia 
controversially allows her innocent victims a month to prepare for their gleaning 
and to choose how they will die. As the division within the scythedom between 
the bloodthirsty “new order” and the seemingly moral old guard continues to 
grow, the all-seeing, self-aware, artificially intelligent Thunderhead questions 
its purpose. In striving to be fair and minimally involved in the decisions made 
by humans, the Thunderhead—created to protect humanity from certain 
dangers—may find itself standing by as society falls. This compelling, finely 
plotted sequel to Scythe ends on a cliffhanger, but not before skillfully building 
on the first book’s foundation, or before inviting thoughtful consideration of 
ethical questions not easily answered. (Age 14 and older)

Smith, Cynthia Leitich. Hearts Unbroken. Candlewick Press, 2018. 
286 pages (978–0–7636–8114–2)

Lou starts senior year feeling protective of her little brother, Hughie, an 
incoming freshman, but Hughie fits right in among theater kids. Lou joins the 
school paper, and soon is crushing on a fellow journalist, Lebanese American 
Joey. Burned by her last boyfriend’s unexpected racism, she is hesitant to tell Joey 
that she is Muscogee Creek, even after it’s clear he likes her, too. Meanwhile, 
inclusive casting of The Wizard of Oz at their predominantly white suburban 
Kansas high school has a parent group up in arms: The actor playing Dorothy 
is Black, the Scarecrow is a Latinx student, and Hughie is the Tin Man. The 
administration, and staff on the paper, face pressure to decry the play, while 
anonymous racial slurs are sent to the three actors. Racism and school politics, 
social relationships and romance converge in this lively, illuminating novel. Lou 
is appealing and fallible, self-absorbed and genuinely caring; her relationships, 
with Joey and with extended family members and friends, are wonderfully 
realized. Coming to terms with her anger at what is happening, and her own 
missteps (including mis-assumptions about Joey because of his Arab heritage, 
and blindness to her middle-class privilege), Lou discovers Hughie is torn about 
his role after reading Oz author L. Frank Baum’s hateful writings about Native 
peoples in a story that explores difficult truths and hard decisions even as it 
entertains. (Age 13 and older)

Stamper, Vesper. What the Night Sings. Alfred A. Knopf, 2018. 266 pages 
(978–1–5247–0038–6)

This gorgeously produced book offers a unique look at the difficulty of life after 
liberation from Nazi death camps: creating a family, finding a home, rebuilding 
one’s life as a refugee. After years of evading capture by Nazis, Jewish Gerta 
and her father were discovered. Her father was immediately murdered upon 
arrival at Auschwitz, but Gerta’s talent on the viola granted her a place in the 
women’s orchestra despite her young age. She was later sent to Bergen-Belsen. 
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In the aftermath of the war, Gerta is now a refugee recovering from physical 
and emotional trauma. Flashbacks provide glimpses of her life before Auschwitz: 
Music was Gerta’s life and passion. A talented singer, she was preparing for her 
opera debut under the tutelage of her stepmother. Although she hung onto her 
viola until the war’s end, she’s lost her voice and must grapple with her new 
post-war identity. Who is she without her family and music, and what can 
she do if not sing? Her father had kept her ignorant of her Jewish heritage for 
years before they were captured, and Gerta now struggles to associate anything 
good with being Jewish. Some refugees talk of going to Israel, and Lev, a kind, 
devout Jew, wants desperately to marry her, but Gerta is reluctant, and fearful of 
commitment. Delicate ink wash illustrations are perfectly suited to this somber 
and illuminating story. (Age 12 and older)

Ukazu, Ngozi. Check, Please! Book 1: #Hockey. First Second, 2018. 
240 pages (978–1–250–17796–4)

Eric Bittle loves to bake, vlog, and skate. The former Junior figure skating 
champion from Georgia is now a freshman hockey recruit at Samwell 
University, where his Yankee teammates are big and loud and brash. All except 
team captain, Jack, who is quieter than the rest, almost smoldering when he 
turns his blue eyes on Bitty. In fact, Bitty is sure Jack hates him. Although 
raucous and sometimes crass, the other players are also unfailingly kind. Bitty 
comes out first to teammate Shitty, but no one on the team cares that he’s gay. 
Bitty bakes for the boys, and he’s learning to take checks from skaters twice his 
size thanks to Jack’s tutorials. By sophomore year, he is living in the hockey 
house, where the antics are never-ending and the unpredictable oven drives him 
nuts. And Jack? Jack, whose room is right across from Bitty’s, remains a mystery. 
Bitty will be as loved by readers as he is by his teammates in this riotously funny, 
endearing first entry in a new graphic novel series. Bitty is a genuine delight, the 
secondary characters are wonderful, and the sweetly satisfying love story that 
comes to fruition is icing…on the cake that is. (Age 14 and older)

Wang, Jen. The Prince and the Dressmaker. First Second, 2018. 276 pages 
(978–1–62672–363–4)

When an unconventional dress design (“Make me look like the devil’s wench,” 
says the client) costs Frances her job, it attracts the attention of a wealthy new 
patron in search of a personal seamstress. Whisked away to the palace, Frances 
discovers she’s been summoned by Prince Sebastian, heir to the throne. After 
a brief, half-hearted attempt to conceal his identity, Sebastian confesses that 
it is he who would like to wear her dresses. Although sometimes comfortable 
as Sebastian, the prince has an alter ego: the confident and charming Lady 
Crystallia. Under pressure from his loving but clueless parents to find a bride, 
Sebastian finds respite in several clandestine outings with Frances, dancing and 
meeting new people—one of who happens to be Frances’s idol, the famous 
designer Madame Aurelia, who offers Frances a spot in an upcoming fashion 
show. Frances jumps at the opportunity, but Sebastian is terrified it will lead to 
the discovery of his secret. This clearly and brightly illustrated graphic novel has 
a wonderfully affirming message of acceptance of gender-expansive identities. 
(Age 11 and older)
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Zoboi, Ibi. Pride. Balzer + Bray, 2018. 289 pages (978–0–06–256404–7)
Zuri is second oldest of five sisters in the Dominican-Haitian-American Benitez 
family. After the wealthy Darcys move into a renovated brownstone across the 
street from the Benitez’s apartment building in Bushwick, Zuri’s older sister, 
Janae, and friendly Ainsley Darcy fall for each other, but Zuri finds Darius 
Darcy to be arrogant and aloof. Once she’s thrown together with him, however, 
she begins to see there’s more to Darius. She’s intrigued, and more than a little 
attracted, until Warren, who attends Darius’s private high school on scholarship, 
tells her a story that confirms Zuri’s initial impression. Warren, meanwhile, is 
fine, not to mention sweet and charming. And he’s from the neighborhood, 
the real deal in every way. Isn’t he? Readers of Pride and Prejudice may find 
delight, recognition, and surprise in how this remix reimagines characters and 
plot for the 21st century, but familiarity is not required. Zuri is smart, witty, 
and perceptive; her sisters lively and entertaining. Rooted firmly in the specifics 
of people and place, this novel is steeped in Zuri’s tight-knit Afro-Latinx 
family and working-class community, her love of them both, and her plans for 
attending Howard University and returning to Bushwick someday. It explores 
economics and race and culture and gentrification, revealing the complexities 
where and how they intersect. It’s also a satisfying love story. (Age 12 and older)
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Appendix I

Checklist of Books in CCBC Choices 2019
This quick-reference checklist of all of the books recommended in this edition 
of CCBC Choices is alphabetical by main title, followed by the author (just the 
first author is listed if there are more than one), and the page number where the 
complete citation and annotation can be found.

 Africville. Grant, Shauntay, 60
 After the Shot Drops. Ribay, Randy, 100
 Albert’s Tree. Desmond, Jenni, 45
 All That I Can Fix. Chan, Crystal, 91
 All That Trash. McCarthy, Meghan, 25
 All-of-a-Kind Family Hanukkah. Jenkins, Emily, 19
 Amal Unbound. Saeed, Aisha, 86
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a Castle. Burgos, Hilda Eunice, 72
 And the Ocean Was Our Sky. Ness, Patrick, 100
 Angel in Beijing. Yang, Belle, 54
 Apple in the Middle. Quigley, Dawn, 84
 Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual Chicken? Jones, Kelly, 77
 Assassination of Brangwain Spurge. Anderson, M. T., 69
 Astrid the Unstoppable. Parr, Maria, 83
 Attucks! Hoose, Phillip, 24
 Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings. Latour, Francie, 62
 Baby’s Firsts. Day, Nancy Raines, 45
 Back from the Brink. Castaldo, Nancy F., 12
 Backyard Bears. Cherrix, Amy, 13
 Be Prepared. Brosgol, Vera, 71
 Beavers. Poliquin, Rachel, 16
 Begone the Raggedy Witches. Kiernan, Celine, 78
 Belle’s Journey. Bierregaard, Rob, 12
 Ben and the Scaredy-Dog. Ellis, Sarah, 46
 Benji, the Bad Day, and Me. Pla, Sally J., 36
 Betty Before X. Shabazz, Ilyasah, 87
 Between the Lines, Wallace, Sandra Neil, 39
 BIG Mooncake for Little Star. Lin, Grace, 49
 Bim Bam Boom. Stehr, Frédéric, 51
 Black Bird Yellow Sun. Light, Steve, 42
 Blended. Draper, Sharon M., 74
 Blood Water Paint. McCullough, Joy, 99
 Blue. Seeger, Laura Vaccaro, 51
 Bob. Mass, Wendy, 81
 Book of Boy. Murdock, Catherine Gilbert, 82
 Book of Pearl. de Fombelle, Timothée, 94
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 Boots on the Ground. Partridge, Elizabeth, 27
 Born to Swing. Rockliff, Mara, 38
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-niimi’idim. Child, Brenda J., 58
 Boy Who Went to Mars. James, Simon, 61
 Brave Jane Austen. Pliscou, Lisa, 31
 Button War. Avi, 71
 Capsized! Sutton, Patricia, 29
 Captain Starfish. Bell, Davina, 43
 Cardboard Kingdom. Sell, Chad, 87
 Carlos Santana. Golio, Gary, 37
 Carmela Full of Wishes. de la Peña, Matt, 59
 Champion. Walker, Sally M., 18
 Check, Please! Ukazu, Ngozi, 103
 Checked. Kadohata, Cynthia, 77
 Children of Blood and Bone. Adeyemi, Tomi, 90
 Crocodile and the Dentist. Gomi, Taro, 47
 Cruel Prince. Black, Holly, 91
 Curiosity. Motum, Markus, 16
 Dam. Almond, David, 55
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay. Khorram, Adib, 97
 Day You Begin. Woodson, Jacqueline, 37
 Dinosaur Expert. McNamara, Margaret, 64
 Do Not Lick This Book. Ben-Barak, Idan, 12
 Doll-E 1.0. McCloskey, Shanda, 64
 Don’t Touch My Hair! Miller, Sharee, 36
 Down by the River. Weiner, Andrew, 67
 Dragons in a Bag. Elliott, Zetta, 74
 Dream Country. Gibney, Shannon, 95
 Dreamers. Morales, Yuyi, 34
 Driving by Starlight. Deracine, Anat, 92
 Drum Roll, Please. Bigelow, Lisa Jenn, 71
 Dry. Shusterman, Neal, 101
 Ducks Away! Fox, Mem, 42
 Elephant. Desmond, Jenni, 13
 Everything I Know about You. Dee, Barbara, 73
 Eye That Never Sleeps. Moss, Marissa, 26
 Facing Frederick. Bolden, Tonya, 29
 Fairy Spell. Nobleman, Marc Tyler, 26
 Fake Blood. Gardner, Whitney, 75
 Field. Paul, Baptiste, 65
 Finding Langston. Cline-Ransome, Lesa, 73
 Finding Yvonne. Colbert, Brandy, 92
 Fire Song. Jones, Adam Garnet, 96
 First Laugh—Welcome, Baby! Tahe, Rose Ann, 53
 Floaty. Himmelman, John, 48
 Fly Girls. Pearson, P. O’Connell, 27
 Fox + Chick. Ruzzier, Sergio, 68
 Free as a Bird. Maslo, Lina, 34
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 Fresh Ink. Giles, Lamar, 96
 Front Desk. Yang, Kelly, 89
 Funeral. James, Matt, 61
 Game Changers. Cline-Ransome, Lesa, 33
 Geraldine. Lilly, Elizabeth, 63
 Gift from Abuela. Ruiz, Cecilia, 65
 Girl Running. Pimentel, Annette Bay, 28
 Give Me Some Truth. Gansworth, Eric, 94
 Goldfish on Vacation. Lloyd-Jones, Sally, 63
 Good Dog. Doerrfeld, Cori, 44
 Good Morning, Harry, Good Night, Daddy. Beebe, Katy, 43
 Good Rosie! DiCamillo, Kate, 67
 Grace for Gus. Bliss, Harry, 57
 Hammering for Freedom. Hubbard, Rita Lorraine, 25
 Harbor Me. Woodson, Jacqueline, 88
 Harriet Gets Carried Away. Sima, Jessie, 51
 Hawk Rising. Gianferrari, Maria, 14
 Hearts Unbroken. Smith, Cynthia Leitich, 102
 Hello Lighthouse. Blackall, Sophie, 56
 Here to Stay. Farizan, Sara, 94
 Hidden City. Tuttle, Sarah Grace, 41
 Hidden Figures. Shetterly, Margot Lee, 17
 Hip-Hop Lollipop. Montanari, Susan McElroy, 50
 Holi Colors. Singh, Rina, 20
 Honey. Stein, David Ezra, 51
 Honk! Splat! Vroom! Gott, Barry, 48
 House of Dreams. Rosenberg, Liz, 32
 House That Lou Built. Respicio, Mae, 85
 How Raven Got His Crooked Nose. Atwater, Barbara J., 20
 How to Be a Good Creature. Montgomery, Sy, 31
 How to Knit a Monster. van Haeringen, Annemarie, 54
 Hurricane Child. Callender, Kheryn, 72
 Hyena Scientist. Montgomery, Sy, 15
 I Got a Chicken for My Birthday. Gehl, Laura, 59
 I Walk with Vanessa. Kerascoët, 35
 Imagine! Colón, Raúl, 59
 Imagine. Herrera, Juan Felipe, 60
 Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl. Florence, Debbi Michiko, 68
 Jazz Owls. Engle, Margarita, 93
 Jerome by Heart. Scotto, Thomas, 66
 Josie’s Lost Tooth. Mann, Jennifer K., 63
 Journey of Little Charlie. Curtis, Christopher Paul, 92
 Julián Is a Mermaid. Love, Jessica, 50
 Kitten and the Night Watchman. Sullivan, John, 52
 La frontera, el viaje con papá / My Journey with Papa. Mills, Deborah, 64
 Language of Spells. Weyr, Garret, 88
 Leah on the Offbeat. Albertalli, Becky, 90
 Learning to Breathe. Mather, Janice Lynn, 98
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 Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous. Calabrese, Keith, 44
 Let the Children March. Clark-Robinson, Monica, 23
 Libba. Veirs, Laura, 39
 Lifeboat 12. Hood, Susan, 76
 Lion Is a Lion. Dunbar, Polly, 46
 Little Brown. Frazee, Marla, 47
 Little Red Fort. Maier, Brenda, 50
 Little Truck. Gomi, Taro, 47
 Llamaphones. Coat, Janik, 42
 Lost Soul, Be at Peace. Thrash, Maggie, 32
 Louisiana’s Way Home. DiCamillo, Kate, 74
 Lovely Beasts. Gardner, Kate, 14
 Lu. Reynolds, Jason, 85
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter. Magras, Diane, 80
 March Forward, Girl. Beals, Melba Pattillo, 23
 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish. Cartaya, Pablo, 73
 Martin Rising. Pinkney, Andrea Davis, 41
 Mary Shelley. Reef, Catherine, 31
 Mary’s Monster. Judge, Lita, 97
 Merci Suárez Changes Gears. Medina, Meg, 82
 Mommy’s Khimar. Thompkins-Bigelow, Jamilah, 53
 Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean. Schmalzer, Sigrid, 17
 Mr. Wolf ’s Class. Steinke, Aron Nels, 88
 Munmun. Andrews, Jesse, 90
 Mushroom Fan Club. Gravel, Elise, 14
 My Hair Is a Garden. Cabrera, Cozbi A., 57
 Nature’s Friend. McDivitt, Lindsey, 30
 Night Diary. Hiranandani, Veera, 76
 Night Job. Hesse, Karen, 60
 No Fixed Address. Nielsen, Susin, 83
 No Small Potatoes. Bolden, Tonya, 23
 Nobody’s Duck. Sullivan, Mary, 53
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For. Safi, Aminah Mae, 101
 Nothing Stopped Sophie. Bardoe, Cheryl, 22
 Nowhere Boy. Marsh, Katherine, 81
 Old Man. V., Sarah, 36
 On the Other Side of the Garden. Buitrago, Jairo, 57
 Orphan Band of Springdale. Nesbet, Anne, 83
 Otherwood. Hautman, Pete, 96
 Otis and Will Discover the Deep. Rosenstock, Barb, 16
 Our Car. Brum, J. M., 44
 Outlaw. Vo, Nancy, 67
 Parade of Elephants. Henkes, Kevin, 42
 Parker Inheritance. Johnson, Varian, 77
 Pass Go and Collect $200. Stone, Tanya Lee, 28
 Patchwork Bike. Clarke, Maxine Beneba, 58
 Peasprout Chen. Lien, Henry, 79
 Perfect Gift. Yoo, Paula, 68
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 Picture Us in the Light. Gilbert, Kelly Loy, 95
 Pip & Pup. Yelchin, Eugene, 55
 Place Between Breaths. Na, An, 99
 Poet X. Acevedo, Elizabeth, 89
 Prickly Hedgehogs! McGuinness, Jane, 15
 Pride. Sanders, Rob, 28
 Pride. Zoboi, Ibi, 104
 Prince and the Dressmaker. Wang, Jen, 103
 Puddin’. Murphy, Julie, 99
 Raven and the Tide Lady. Kaasgéiy Susie James, 21
 Raven Loses His Nose. Kaasgéiy Susie James, 21
 Raven Makes the Aleutians. Kaasgéiy Susie James, 21
 Rebound. Alexander, Kwame, 69
 Rescue & Jessica. Kensky, Jessica, 33
 Rough Patch. Lies, Brian, 62
 Ruby in the Ruins. Hughes, Shirley, 61
 Running through Sprinklers. Kim, Michelle, 79
 Saffron Ice Cream. Kheiriyeh, Rashin, 62
 Saturday Is Swimming Day. Yum, Hyewon, 55
 Season of Styx Malone. Magoon, Kekla, 79
 Secret Kingdom. Rosenstock, Barb, 39
 Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea. Perkins, Lynne Rae, 84
 Seeing into Tomorrow. Wright, Richard, 41
 Shaking Things Up. Hood, Susan, 24
 Small Spaces. Arden, Katherine, 70
 Snow Lane. Angelini, Josie, 70
 Snow Pony and the Seven Miniature Ponies. Trimmer, Christian, 66
 So Far Up. Strasser, Susanne, 52
 Something Smells! Hellman, Blake Liliane, 48
 Spell & Spindle. Schusterman, Michelle, 86
 Spooked! Jarrow, Gail, 25
 Square. Barnett, Mac, 56
 Streetcar to Justice. Hearth, Amy Hill, 24
 Strongheart. Fleming, Candace, 75
 Stumpkin. Cummins, Lucy Ruth, 19
 Summer of Salt. Leno, Katrina, 98
 Sunny. Reynolds, Jason, 85
 Teddy’s Favorite Toy. Trimmer, Christian, 54
 Thank You, Omu! Mora, Oge, 65
 They Say Blue. Tamaki, Jillian, 66
 Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Boy. Medina, Tony, 40
 Thirty Minutes Over Oregon. Nobleman, Marc Tyler, 26
 This Is the Nest That Robin Built. Fleming, Denise, 13
 Thunderhead. Shusterman, Neal, 102
 Tiger vs. Nightmare. Tetri, Emily, 69
 Tight. Maldonado, Torrey, 80
 Triumphant Tale of the House Sparrow. Thornhill, Jan, 17
 Unclaimed Baggage. Doll, Jen, 93
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 Undocumented. Tonatiuh, Duncan, 34
 United States v. Jackie Robinson. Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta, 22
 Unpresidented. Brockenbrough, Martha, 30
 Unwanted. Brown, Don, 33
 Up the Mountain Path. Dubuc, Marianne, 46
 Vast Wonder of the World. Mangal, Mélina, 30
 Voices in the Air. Nye, Naomi Shihab, 40
 Wall in the Middle of the Book. Agee, Jon, 43
 Want to Play Trucks? Stott, Ann, 52
 Water Land. Hale, Christy, 15
 We Are Grateful / Otsaliheliga. Sorell, Traci, 20
 We Don’t Eat Our Classmates. Higgins, Ryan T., 61
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices. Hudson, Cheryl, 35
 What the Night Sings. Stamper, Vesper, 102
 When Angels Sing. Mahin, Michael, 38
 When Mama Braids My Hair. Duncan, Monique, 46
 When Paul Met Artie. Neri, G., 38
 When Sophie Thinks She Can’t. Bang, Molly, 56
 Where’s Bunny? Heras, Theo, 48
 Who Eats Orange? White, Dianne, 18
 Who Will Bell the Cat? McKissack, Patricia C., 21
 Will Bear Share? Leung, Hilary, 49
 Will Ladybug Hug? Leung, Hilary, 49
 Will Sheep Sleep? Leung, Hilary, 49
 Wind Called My Name. Sanchez, Mary Louise, 86
 Winnie’s Great War. Mattick, Lindsay, 81
 Winter Is Here. Henkes, Kevin, 19
 You and Me. Dotlich, Rebecca Kai, 45
 You Go First. Kelly, Erin Entrada, 78
 Zola’s Elephant. de Sève, Randall, 35
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Appendix II

Informational Nonfiction Titles in
CCBC Choices 2019
Because our thematic categories incorporate both fiction and nonfiction titles, 
we’ve created this appendix to make it easy to identify books of information in 
CCBC Choices. We have included informational picture books that have a fictional 
framing or supplementary narrative. Books with fictionalized dialogue throughout 
the narrative are not included, even when about an actual person or event. Poetry 
and graphic novels—typically cataloged as nonfiction—are not included unless 
they are books of information.

Picture Books
Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta. The United States v. Jackie Robinson, 22
Bardoe, Cheryl. Nothing Stopped Sophie: The Story of Unshakable Mathematician  
 Sophie Germain, 22
Bolden, Tonya. No Small Potatoes: Junius G. Groves and His Kingdom in Kansas, 23
Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Game Changers: The Story of Venus and Serena Williams, 33
Desmond, Jenni. The Elephant, 13
Gardner, Kate. Lovely Beasts: The Surprising Truth, 14
Golio, Gary. Carlos Santana: Sound of the Heart, Song of the World, 37
Hale, Christy. Water Land: Land and Water Forms around the World, 15
Hood, Susan. Shaking Things Up: 14 Young Women Who Changed the World, 24
Hubbard, Rita Lorraine. Hammering for Freedom: The William Lewis Story, 25
Mangal, Mélina. The Vast Wonder of the World: Biologist Ernest Everett Just, 30
Maslo, Lina. Free as a Bird: The Story of Malala, 34
McCarthy, Meghan. All That Trash: The Story of the 1987 Garbage Barge and Our  
 Problem with Stuff, 25
McDivitt, Lindsey. Nature’s Friend: The Gwen Frostic Story, 30
McGuinness, Jane. Prickly Hedgehogs !, 15
Moss, Marissa. The Eye That Never Sleeps: How Detective Pinkerton Saved President  
 Lincoln, 26
Motum, Markus. Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover, 16
Neri, G. When Paul Met Artie: The Story of Simon & Garfunkel, 38
Pimentel, Annette Bay. Girl Running: Bobbi Gibb and the Boston Marathon, 28
Pliscou, Lisa. Brave Jane Austen: Reader, Writer, Author, Rebel, 31
Rosenstock, Barb. Otis and Will Discover the Deep: The Record-Setting Dive of the  
 Bathysphere, 16
Rosenstock, Barb. The Secret Kingdom: Nek Chand, a Changing India, and a  
 Hidden World of Art, 39
Sanders, Rob. Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag, 28
Schmalzer, Sigrid. Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean: Remembering Chinese Scientist  
 Pu Zhelong’s Work for Sustainable Farming, 17
Shetterly, Margot Lee, with Winifred Conkling. Hidden Figures: The True Story of  
 Four Black Women and the Space Race, 17
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Stone, Tanya Lee. Pass Go and Collect $200: The Real Story of How Monopoly Was  
 Invented, 28
Thornhill, Jan. The Triumphant Tale of the House Sparrow, 17
Wallace, Sandra Neil. Between the Lines: How Ernie Barnes Went from the Football  
 Field to the Art Gallery, 39
White, Dianne. Who Eats Orange?, 18

Longer Books
Beals, Melba Pattillo. March Forward, Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine,  
 23
Bierregaard, Rob. Belle’s Journey: An Osprey Takes Flight, 12
Bolden, Tonya. Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, a Monumental  
 American Man, 29
Brockenbrough, Martha. Unpresidented: A Biography of Donald Trump, 30
Castaldo, Nancy F. Back from the Brink: Saving Animals from Extinction, 12
Cherrix, Amy. Backyard Bears: Conservation, Habitat Changes, and the Rise of  
 Urban Wildlife, 13
Gravel, Elise. The Mushroom Fan Club, 14
Hearth, Amy Hill. Streetcar to Justice: How Elizabeth Jennings Won the Right to Ride  
 in New York, 24
Hoose, Phillip. Attucks! Oscar Robertson and the Basketball Team That Awakened  
 a City, 24
Jarrow, Gail. Spooked! How a Radio Broadcast and The War of the Worlds Sparked  
 the 1938 Invasion of America, 25
Montgomery, Sy. How to Be a Good Creature: A Memoir in Thirteen Animals, 31
Montgomery, Sy. The Hyena Scientist, 15
Nobleman, Marc Tyler. Fairy Spell: How Two Girls Convinced the World That Fairies  
 Are Real, 26
Partridge, Elizabeth. Boots on the Ground: America’s War in Vietnam, 27
Pearson, P. O’Connell. Fly Girls: The Daring American Women Pilots Who Helped  
 Win WWII, 27
Poliquin, Rachel. Beavers, 16
Reef, Catherine. Mary Shelley: The Strange, True Tale of Frankenstein’s Creator, 31
Rosenberg, Liz. House of Dreams: The Life of L. M. Montgomery, 32
Sutton, Patricia. Capsized! The Forgotten Story of the SS Eastland Disaster, 29
Walker, Sally M. Champion: The Comeback Tale of the American Chestnut Tree,18
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Appendix III

About the CCBC
The Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC) is a unique examination, study, 
and research library of the School of Education at the University of Wisconsin– 
Madison. A vital gathering place for books, ideas, and expertise, the CCBC is 
committed to identifying excellent literature for children and adolescents and 
bringing it to the attention of those adults who have an academic, professional, or 
career interest in connecting young readers with books.
 The CCBC houses a noncirculating collection of new, retrospective, and 
historical books published for children and young adults. The library serves as 
a book examination center for Wisconsin librarians and teachers, and supports 
teaching, learning, and research by providing informational and educational 
services related to children’s and young adult literature. This work is carried out 
in many ways, from ongoing evaluation of new books (resulting in the annual 
CCBC Choices publication) to the library’s award-winning Intellectual Freedom 
Information Services, and from reference services to outreach programs across 
Wisconsin.
 The CCBC is funded to serve students and faculty on the UW–Madison 
campus, and school and public librarians and teachers across Wisconsin. In 
addition to the UW–Madison School of Education, the CCBC receives support 
from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction through its Division for 
Libraries and Technology.
 You can find out much more about the CCBC, and access many original, 
thematic bibliographies and a searchable database of CCBC-recommended books, 
on the library’s website at ccbc.education.wisc.edu
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Appendix IV

The Charlotte Zolotow Award
The Charlotte Zolotow Award, administered by the CCBC, is for outstanding 
writing in a picture book for young children (birth through age 7) published the 
preceding year. The 2019 Charlotte Zolotow Award winner and honor books are 
listed below. The committee also named eight highly commended titles.
 Books that were recognized by the 2019 Zolotow Award committee have 
this information noted at the end of the Choices annotation, just before the age 
recommendation. The winner, honor book, and highly commended titles are also 
listed under “Charlotte Zolotow Award” in the subject index.

2019 Winner:
Little Brown written and illustrated by Marla Frazee. Beach Lane Books /
Simon & Schuster

2019 Honor Books:
Honey written and illustrated by David Ezra Stein. Nancy Paulsen Books / 
Penguin Random House

Saturday Is Swimming Day written and illustrated by Hyewon Yum. 
Candlewick Press

Complete Zolotow award information, including a listing of the 2019 highly 
commended titles, is available on the CCBC web site at ccbc.education.wisc.edu/ 
books/zolotow.asp
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Appendix V

The Friends of the CCBC
Interested in receiving CCBC Choices each year when it’s published?

Join the Friends of the CCBC!

The Friends sponsor programs to develop public appreciation for children’s and 
young adult literature and support special projects at the CCBC, including 
the annual CCBC Choices publication. The Friends also cosponsor the annual 
Charlotte Zolotow lecture that brings a distinguished author of children’s books to 
the UW–Madison campus each fall, and provide funding for other public lectures 
on the UW–Madison campus.
 Friends members receive a copy of Choices each March when it is 
published. Other annual membership benefits include a seasonal newsletter 
and announcements of CCBC news and events through the Friends listserv. 
Friends members also receive invitations to events open only to the membership. 
Membership is open to all.
 Members of the 2018–2019 Friends of the CCBC board are Rebecca 
Millerjohn, President; Kathy Pickett, Vice President; Erin Augspurger, Treasurer; 
Katie Behrens, Membership Secretary; Julie Harrison, Recording Secretary; and 
Kristin Davenport and Lynn Montague, Directors-at-Large. Essential Friends 
volunteers also include Book Sale Coordinator Kristin Davenport and Kathy 
Pickett and Communications Coordinator John Kibler.

Please see the front of the booklet for a Friends of the CCBC membership 
form.
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Author / Illustrator / Title Index

The author/illustrator/title index provides access to all of the titles and creators of 
books selected for this edition of CCBC Choices, including authors, illustrators, 
translators, and editors or compilers listed on the title page of Choices books. Book 
titles and book creators cited in the Choices introduction and annotations are also 
included. (Page numbers are not provided here for the appearance of the book or 
book creator in Appendices I and II.)
 Book titles appear in CAPITAL LETTERS.
 Page numbers in bold print refer to the page on which an annotation 
appears.

A
Acevedo, Elizabeth, 5, 89
Adeyemi, Tomi, 90
AFRICVILLE, 60
AFTER THE SHOT DROPS, 5, 100
Agee, Jon, 43
ALBERT’S TREE, 45
Albertalli, Becky, 90
Alcántara, Jacqueline, 65
Alexander, Kwame, 69
ALL THAT I CAN FIX, 91
ALL THAT TRASH, 25
ALL-OF-A-KIND FAMILY HANUKKAH, 

19
Almond, David, 55
Alva, Alfredo, 64
Amado, Elisa, 57
AMAL UNBOUND, 86
ANA MARÍA REYES DOES
 NOT LIVE IN A CASTLE, 5, 72
AND THE OCEAN WAS OUR SKY, 100
Anderson, M. T., 6, 69
Andrews, Jesse, 90
ANGEL IN BEIJING, 54
Angelini, Josie, 70
ANNE OF GREEN GABLES, 32
Anyabwile, Dawud, 69
APPLE IN THE MIDDLE, 5, 84
Archer, Micha, 28
Arden, Katherine, 70
Ardizzone, Sarah, 94
ARE YOU READY TO HATCH AN 

UNUSUAL CHICKEN?, 77
ASSASSINATION OF BRANGWAIN 

SPURGE, 6, 69
ASTRID THE UNSTOPPABLE, 83
ATTUCKS!, 24
Atwater, Barbara J., 20
Atwater, Ethan J., 20
AUNTIE LUCE’S TALKING PAINTINGS, 

62
Avi, 71

B
B., Geneva, 74
BABY’S FIRSTS, 45
BACK FROM THE BRINK, 12
BACKYARD BEARS, 13
Bailar, Schuyler, 96
Bajtlik, Jan, 44
Bang, Molly, 56
Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta, 22
Bardoe, Cheryl, 22
Barnett, Mac, 56
BE PREPARED, 71
Beals, Melba Pattillo, 23
BEAVERS, 16
Bedrick, Claudia Zoe, 66
Beebe, Katy, 43
BEGONE THE RAGGEDY WITCHES, 78
Bell, Davina, 43
BELLE’S JOURNEY, 12
BEN AND THE SCAREDY-DOG, 46
Ben-Barak, Idan, 12
BENJI, THE BAD DAY, AND ME, 36
Benoit, Renné, 48
BETTY BEFORE X, 87
BETWEEN THE LINES, 39
Bierregaard, Rob, 12
BIG MOONCAKE FOR LITTLE STAR, 

49
Bigelow, Lisa Jenn, 71
BIM BAM BOOM, 51
Bishop, Nic, 15
BLACK BIRD YELLOW SUN, 42
Black, Holly, 91
Blackall, Sophie, 56, 81
BLENDED, 74
Bliss, Harry, 57, 67
BLOOD WATER PAINT, 6, 99
BLUE, 6, 51
BOB, 81
Bolden, Tonya, 23, 29
BOOK OF BOY, 82
BOOK OF PEARL, 94
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BOOTS ON THE GROUND, 6, 27
BORN TO SWING, 38
BOWWOW POWWOW / 

BAGOSENJIGE-NIIMI’IDIM, 58
BOY WHO WENT TO MARS, 61
BRAVE JANE AUSTEN, 31
Brockenbrough, Martha, 30
Brosgol, Vera, 71
Brown, Don, 33
Brum, J. M., 44
Bryan, Ashley, 35
Buitrago, Jairo, 57
Burgos, Hilda Eunice, 5, 72
BUTTON WAR, 71

C
Cabrera, Cozbi A., 57
Cai, Rovina, 100
Calabrese, Keith, 44
Callender, Kheryn, 5, 72
Campbell, Eva, 60
CAPSIZED!, 29
CAPTAIN STARFISH, 43
CARDBOARD KINGDOM, 87
CARLOS SANTANA, 37
CARMELA FULL OF WISHES, 59
Cartaya, Pablo, 73
Castaldo, Nancy F., 12
Castillo, Lauren, 60
CHAMPION, 18
Chan, Crystal, 91
Chan, Melanie Linden, 17
CHECK, PLEASE!, 6, 103
CHECKED, 77
Cherrix, Amy, 13
Child, Brenda J., 58
CHILDREN OF BLOOD AND BONE, 90
Christie, R. Gregory, 22
Chu, April, 67
Clarke, Maxine Beneba, 5, 58
Clark-Robinson, Monica, 23
Cline-Ransome, Lesa, 33, 73
Coat, Janik, 42
Colbert, Brandy, 92
Collier, Bryan, 39
Colón, Raúl, 59
Colpoys, Allison, 43
Conkling, Winifred, 17
Corace, Jen, 31
Crews, Nina, 41
CROCODILE AND THE DENTIST, 47
CROSSOVER, 69
CRUEL PRINCE, 91
Cummings, Pat, 35
Cummins, Lucy Ruth, 19
CURIOSITY, 16
Curtis, Christopher Paul, 92
Cyr, Christopher, 21

D
Daley, Ken, 62
DAM, 55
DARIUS THE GREAT IS NOT OKAY, 

5, 97
Dauenhauer, Ḵeixwnéi Nora Marks, 21
Dauenhauer, Richard, 21
DAY YOU BEGIN, 37
Day, Nancy Raines, 45
de Fombelle, Timothée, 94
de la Cruz, Melissa, 96
de la Peña, Matt, 59
de Séve, Randall, 35
Dee, Barbara, 73
Deracine, Anat, 92
Desmond, Jenni, 13, 45
DiCamillo, Kate, 67, 74
DINOSAUR EXPERT, 64
DO NOT LICK THIS BOOK, 12
Doerrfeld, Cori, 44
Doll, Jen, 93
DOLL-E 1.0, 64
DON’T TOUCH MY HAIR!, 36
Dotlich, Rebecca Kai, 45
DOWN BY THE RIVER, 67
Downes, Patrick, 33
DRAGONS IN A BAG, 74
Draper, Sharon M., 35, 74
DREAM COUNTRY, 95
DREAMERS, 6, 34
DRIVING BY STARLIGHT, 92
Dronzek, Laura, 19
DRUM ROLL, PLEASE, 71
DRY, 101
Dubois, Claude K., 36
Dubuc, Marianne, 46
DUCKS AWAY!, 42
DUMPLIN’, 99
Dunbar, Polly, 46
Duncan, Monique, 46
Duncan, Pauline, 21
Dwyer, Mindy, 20

E
ELEPHANT, 13
Elliott, Zetta, 74
Ellis, Sarah, 46
Emberley, Michael, 45
Engle, Margarita, 93
Espinosa, Leo, 63
EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT YOU, 

73
Ewen, Eileen Ryan, 30
EYE THAT NEVER SLEEPS, 26
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F
FACING FREDERICK, 29
FAIRY SPELL, 26
FAKE BLOOD, 75
Farizan, Sara, 94, 96
Fazlalizadeh, Tatyana, 39
FIELD, 65
FINDING LANGSTON, 73
FINDING WINNIE, 81
FINDING YVONNE, 92
FIRE SONG, 96
FIRST LAUGH—WELCOME, BABY!, 53
Flake, Sharon G., 96
Fleming, Candace, 75
Fleming, Denise, 13
FLOATY, 48
Floca, Brian, 14
Flood, Nancy Bo, 53
Florence, Debbi Michiko, 68
FLY GIRLS, 27
FOX + CHICK, 68
Fox, Mem, 42
FRANKENSTEIN, 31, 97
Frazee, Marla, 47, 116
FREE AS A BIRD, 34
Morales, Yuyi , 6, 34
Freeman, Laura, 17
FRESH INK, 96
Frith, Nicholas John, 16
FRONT DESK, 6, 89
Frost, Julian, 12
FUNERAL, 61

G
GAME CHANGERS, 33
Gannon, Nicholas, 81
Gansworth, Eric, 94, 96
Garchinsky, Kate, 12
Gardner, Kate, 14
Gardner, Whitney, 75
Gehl, Laura, 59
GERALDINE, 63
GHOST, 85
Gianferrari, Maria, 14
Gibbons, Janine, 21
Gibney, Shannon, 95
GIFT FROM ABUELA, 65
Gilbert, Kelly Loy, 95
Giles, Lamar, 96
GIRL RUNNING, 28
GIVE ME SOME TRUTH, 94
Glenn, Ebony, 53
Goade, Michaela, 21
GOLDFISH ON VACATION, 63
Golio, Gary, 37
Gomi, Taro, 47
GOOD DOG, 44

GOOD MORNING, HARRY, GOOD 
NIGHT, DADDY, 43

GOOD ROSIE!, 67
Gorbachev, Valeri, 43
Gordon, Sam, 94
Gott, Barry, 48
GRACE FOR GUS, 57
Graham, Bob, 52
Grant, Shauntay, 60
Gravel, Elise, 14
Green, Rebecca, 31
Greenhut, Josh, 81
Gutierrez, Rudy, 37, 93

H
Hahn, Daniel, 36
Hale, Christy, 15
HAMMERING FOR FREEDOM, 25
HARBOR ME, 88
Harnett, Katie, 83, 88
HARRIET GETS CARRIED AWAY, 51
Hautman, Pete, 96
HAWK RISING, 14
Hearth, Amy Hill, 24
HEARTS UNBROKEN, 102
Hellman, Blake Liliane, 48
HELLO LIGHTHOUSE, 56
Henkes, Kevin, 19, 42
Henry, Steven, 48
Heras, Theo, 48
HERE TO STAY, 94
Herrera, Juan Felipe, 60
Hesse, Karen, 60
HIDDEN CITY, 41
HIDDEN FIGURES, 17
Higgins, Ryan T., 61
Himmelman, John, 48
HIP-HOP LOLLIPOP, 50
Hiranandani, Veera, 76
HOLI COLORS, 20
Holmes, Jeremy, 26
Holyfield, John, 25
Honesta, Kathrin, 86
HONEY, 51, 116
HONK! SPLAT! VROOM!, 48
HONOR GIRL, 32
Hood, Susan, 24, 76
Hoose, Phillip, 24
Horacek, Judy, 42
Horne, Sarah, 59
HOUSE OF DREAMS, 32
HOUSE THAT LOU BUILT, 85
HOW MANY SEEDS IN A PUMPKIN, 64
HOW RAVEN GOT HIS CROOKED 

NOSE, 20
HOW TO BE A GOOD CREATURE, 31
HOW TO KNIT A MONSTER, 54
Hubbard, Rita Lorraine, 25
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Hudson, Cheryl, 35
Hudson, Wade, 35
Hughes, Shirley, 61
HURRICANE CHILD, 5, 72
HYENA SCIENTIST, 15

I
I GOT A CHICKEN FOR MY 

BIRTHDAY, 59
I WALK WITH VANESSA, 6, 35
IF I EVER GET OUT OF HERE, 94
IMAGINE (Herrera), 60
IMAGINE! (Colón), 59
Iwai, Melissa, 26

J
James, Kaasgéiy Susie, 21
James, Matt, 61
James, Simon, 61
Jarrow, Gail, 6, 25
JASMINE TOGUCHI, DRUMMER GIRL, 

68
JAZZ OWLS, 93
Jenkins, Emily, 19
JEROME BY HEART, 6, 66
Johnson, Varian, 77
Jones, Adam Garnet, 96
Jones, Kelly, 77
JOSIE’S LOST TOOTH, 63
Jourdain, Gordon, 58
JOURNEY OF LITTLE CHARLIE, 92
Judge, Lita, 97
JULIÁN IS A MERMAID, 6, 50

K
Kadohata, Cynthia, 77
Karas, G. Brian, 60, 64
Kath, Katie, 77
Kelly, Erin Entrada, 78
Kensky, Jessica, 33
Kerascoët, 35
Kheiriyeh, Rashin, 62
Khorram, Adib, 5, 97
Kiernan, Celine, 78
Kim, Michelle, 79
KITTEN AND THE NIGHT 

WATCHMAN, 52
Klassen, Jon, 56

L
La Fave, Kim, 46
LA FRONTERA, EL VIAJE CON PAPÁ / 

MY JOURNEY WITH PAPA, 64
Lang, David, 21
LANGUAGE OF SPELLS, 88
Latour, Francie, 62

Lauffer, Elisabeth, 52
LEAH ON THE OFFBEAT, 90
LEARNING TO BREATHE, 98
LENA’S SHOES ARE NERVOUS, 44
Leno, Katrina, 98
Lessac, Frané, 20
LET THE CHILDREN MARCH, 23
Leung, Hilary, 49
LIBBA, 39
Lien, Henry, 5, 79
Lies, Brian, 62
LIFEBOAT 12, 76
Light, Steve, 42
Lilly, Elizabeth, 63
Lin, Grace, 49
Lindoff, Hannah, 21
LION IS A LION, 46
Litchfield, David, 38
LITTLE BROWN, 47, 116
LITTLE RED FORT, 50
LITTLE RED HEN, 50
LITTLE TRUCK, 47
LLAMAPHONES, 42
Lloyd-Jones, Sally, 63
Lo, Malinda, 96
Longstreth, Alec, 71
López, Rafael, 37
LOST SOUL, BE AT PEACE, 32
LOUISIANA’S WAY HOME, 74
Love, Jessica, 50
LOVELY BEASTS, 14
LU, 85

M
MAD WOLF’S DAUGHTER, 80
Magoon, Kekla, 79
Magoon, Scott, 33
Magras, Diane, 80
Mahin, Michael, 38
Maier, Brenda, 50
Maldonado, Torrey, 80
Mangal, Mélina, 30
Mann, Jennifer K., 63
MARCH FORWARD, GIRL, 23
MARCUS VEGA DOESN’T SPEAK 

SPANISH, 73
Marsh, Katherine, 81
MARTIN RISING, 41
MARY SHELLEY, 31
MARY’S MONSTER, 97
Maslo, Lina, 34
Mass, Wendy, 81
Mather, Janice Lynn, 98
Mattick, Lindsay, 81
McCarthy, Meghan, 25
McClintock, Barbara, 22
McCloskey, Shanda, 64
McCullough, Joy, 99
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McDivitt, Lindsey, 30
McGuinness, Jane, 15
McKissack, Patricia C., 21
McNamara, Margaret, 64
Medina, Juana, 44
Medina, Meg, 82
Medina, Tony, 35, 40
MERCI SUÁREZ CHANGES GEARS, 82
Miller, Sharee, 36
Mills, Deborah, 64
Min, Ken, 36
MOBY DICK, 100
MOMMY’S KHIMAR, 6, 53
Montanari, Susan McElroy, 50
Montgomery, Sy, 15, 31
Mora, Oge, 5, 65
Morrison, Frank, 23
Morstad, Julie, 32
Moss, Marissa, 26
MOTH AND WASP, SOIL AND OCEAN, 

17
Motum, Markus, 16
MR. WOLF’S CLASS, 88
MUNMUN, 90
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert, 82
Murphy, Julie, 99
MUSHROOM FAN CLUB, 14
MY HAIR IS A GARDEN, 57
Myers, Walter Dean, 96

N
Na, An, 99
NATURE’S FRIEND, 30
Navarro, Claudia, 64
Nelson, Jonathan, 53
Neri, G., 38
Nesbet, Anne, 83
Ness, Patrick, 100
Ng-Benitez, Shirley, 68
Nielsen, Susin, 83
NIGHT DIARY, 76
NIGHT JOB, 60
Nivola, Claire A., 39
NO FIXED ADDRESS, 83
NO SMALL POTATOES, 23
Nobleman, Marc Tyler, 26
NOBODY’S DUCK, 53
NOT THE GIRLS YOU’RE LOOKING 

FOR, 101
NOTHING STOPPED SOPHIE,22
NOWHERE BOY, 81
Nye, Naomi Shihab, 40

O
Oh, Ellen, 35
OLD MAN, 36
Older, Daniel José, 96

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
GARDEN, 57

ORPHAN BAND OF SPRINGDALE, 83
OTHERWOOD, 96
OTIS AND WILL DISCOVER THE 

DEEP, 16
OUR CAR, 44
OUTLAW, 67

P
Page, Robin, 18
PARADE OF ELEPHANTS, 42
PARKER INHERITANCE, 77
Parr, Maria, 83
Partridge, Elizabeth, 6, 27
PASS GO AND COLLECT $200, 28
PATCHWORK BIKE, 5, 58
PATINA, 85
Paul, Baptiste, 65
Pearson, P. O’Connell, 27
PEASPROUT CHEN, 5, 79
PERFECT GIFT, 68
Perkins, Lynne Rae, 84
Pham, Thien, 96
PICTURE US IN THE LIGHT, 95
Pimentel, Annette Bay, 28
Pinfold, Levi, 55
Pinkney, Andrea Davis, 41
Pinkney, Brian, 41, 50
PIP & PUP, 55
Pla, Sally J., 36
PLACE BETWEEN BREATHS, 99
Pliscou, Lisa, 31
POET X, 5, 89
Poliquin, Rachel, 16
PRICKLY HEDGEHOGS!, 15
PRIDE (Sanders), 28
PRIDE (Zoboi), 104
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, 104
PRINCE AND THE DRESSMAKER, 103
PUDDIN’, 99
Puzey, Guy, 83

Q
Quigley, Dawn, 5, 84

R
Ramirez, Jose, 38
Ransome, James E., 33
RAVEN AND THE TIDE LADY, 21
RAVEN LOSES HIS NOSE, 21
RAVEN MAKES THE ALEUTIANS, 21
RAYMIE NIGHTINGALE, 74
Reagan, Susan, 45
REBOUND, 69
Reef, Catherine, 31
RESCUE & JESSICA, 33



125CCBC Choices 2019 Author / Illustrator / Title Index

Respicio, Mae, 85
Reynolds, Jason, 85, 96
Ribay, Randy, 5, 100
Robinson, Christian, 59
Rockliff, Mara, 38
Rohmann, Eric, 75
Rosenberg, Liz, 32
Rosenstock, Barb, 16, 39
ROUGH PATCH, 62
Roy, Katherine, 16
RUBY IN THE RUINS, 61
Rudd, Van Thanh, 58
Ruiz, Cecilia, 65
Rundgren, Linnea, 12
RUNNING THROUGH SPRINKLERS, 

79
Ruzzier, Sergio, 68

S
Saeed, Aisha, 86
SAFFRON ICE CREAM, 62
Safi, Aminah Mae, 96, 101
Salerno, Steven, 28
Sanchez, Mary Louise, 5, 86
Sánchez, Sonia, 50
Sanders, Rob, 28
SATURDAY IS SWIMMING DAY, 55, 116
Schimler-Safford, Amy, 41
Schmalzer, Sigrid, 17
Schoenherr, Ian, 82
Schusterman, Michelle, 86
Scotto, Thomas, 66
SCYTHE, 102
SEASON OF STYX MALONE, 79
SECRET KINGDOM, 39
SECRET SISTERS OF THE SALTY SEA, 

84
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro, 6, 51
SEEING INTO TOMORROW, 41
Sell, Chad, 87
Shabazz, Ilyasah, 87
SHAKING THINGS UP, 24
Shetterly, Margot Lee, 17
Shusterman, Jarrod, 101
Shusterman, Neal, 101, 102
Sima, Jessie, 51, 66
SIMON VS. THE HOMO SAPIENS 

AGENDA, 90
Singh, Rina, 20
SMALL SPACES, 70
Smith, Cynthia Leitich, 102
Smith, Heidi, 14
Snelson, Karin, 66
SNOW LANE, 70
SNOW PONY AND THE SEVEN 

MINIATURE PONIES, 66
SO FAR UP, 52
SOMETHING SMELLS!, 48

Sorell, Traci, 20
SPELL & SPINDLE, 86
SPOOKED!, 6, 25
SQUARE, 56
Stamper, Vesper, 102
Stead, Rebecca, 81
Stehr, Frédéric, 51
Stein, David Ezra, 51, 116
Steinke, Aron Nels, 88
Stern, Ann, 56
Stone, Tanya Lee, 28
Stott, Ann, 52
Strasser, Susanne, 52
STREETCAR TO JUSTICE, 24
STRONGHEART, 75
STUMPKIN, 19
Sullivan, John, 52
Sullivan, Mary, 53
SUMMER OF SALT, 98
SUNNY, 85
Sutton, Patricia, 29

T
Tahe, Rose Ann, 53
Tallec, Olivier, 66
Tamaki, Jillian, 66
Tate, Don, 23
Taylor, Sydney, 19
TEDDY’S FAVORITE TOY, 54
Tetri, Emily, 69
THANK YOU, OMU!, 5, 65
THEY SAY BLUE, 66
THIRTEEN WAYS OF LOOKING AT A 

BLACK BOY, 40
THIRTY MINUTES OVER OREGON, 26
THIS IS THE NEST THAT ROBIN 

BUILT, 13
Thompkins-Bigelow, Jamilah, 5, 53
Thornhill, Jan, 17
Thrash, Maggie, 32
Thunder, Jonathan, 58
THUNDERHEAD, 102
TIGER VS. NIGHTMARE, 69
TIGHT, 80
Tonatiuh, Duncan, 6, 34
Trimmer, Christian, 54, 66
TRIUMPHANT TALE OF THE HOUSE 

SPARROW, 17
Tuttle, Sarah Grace, 41

U
Ukazu, Ngozi, 6, 103
UNCLAIMED BAGGAGE, 93
UNDOCUMENTED, 6, 34
UNITED STATES V. JACKIE 

ROBINSON, 22
UNPRESIDENTED, 6, 30
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UNUSUAL CHICKENS FOR THE 
EXCEPTIONAL POULTRY FARMER, 
77

UNWANTED, 6, 33
UP THE MOUNTAIN PATH, 46
Uribe, Luisa, 30

V
V., Sarah, 36
Valentine, Madeline, 54
van Haeringen, Annemarie, 54
VAST WONDER OF THE WORLD, 30
Veirs, Laura, 39
Vo, Nancy, 67
VOICES IN THE AIR, 40
Vuković, Elizabet, 68

W
Walker, Sally M., 18
WALL IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

BOOK, 43
Wallace, Sandra Neil, 39
Wang, Jen, 103
WANT TO PLAY TRUCKS?, 52
WAR OF THE WORLDS, 25
WATER LAND, 15
Watson, Renée, 87
WE ARE GRATEFUL / OTSALIHELIGA, 

20
WE DON’T EAT OUR CLASSMATES, 61
WE RISE, WE RESIST, WE RAISE OUR 

VOICES, 6, 35
Weiner, Andrew, 67
Wells, H.G., 25
WESTING GAME, 77
Weyr, Garret, 88
WHAT THE NIGHT SINGS, 102
Wheeler, Eliza, 26
WHEN ANGELS SING, 38
WHEN MAMA BRAIDS MY HAIR, 46

WHEN PAUL MET ARTIE, 38
WHEN SOPHIE GETS ANGRY…

REALLY, REALLY ANGRY, 56
WHEN SOPHIE THINKS SHE CAN’T 

…, 56
WHERE’S BUNNY?, 48
White, Dianne, 18
WHO EATS ORANGE?, 18
WHO WILL BELL THE CAT?, 21
WILL BEAR SHARE?, 49
WILL LADYBUG HUG?, 49
WILL SHEEP SLEEP?, 49
WIND CALLED MY NAME, 5, 86
WINNIE’S GREAT WAR, 81
WINTER IS HERE, 19
Wood, Michele, 38
Woodson, Jacqueline, 35, 37, 88
Wright, Richard, 41

Y
Yang, Belle, 54
Yang, Gene Luen, 96
Yang, Kelly, 6, 89
Yelchin, Eugene, 6, 55, 69
Yockteng, Rafael, 57
Yoo, Paula, 68
Yoo, Taeeun, 52
Yoon, Nicola, 96
YOU AND ME, 45
YOU GO FIRST, 78
Yum, Hyewon, 55, 116

Z
Zagarenski, Pamela, 35
Zelinsky, Paul O., 19
Zoboi, Ibi, 104
ZOLA’S ELEPHANT, 35
Zorat, Maurizio, 77
Zuboff, Shaadaax’ Robert, 21
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Subject Index

This index provides subject access to the titles recommended in CCBC Choices 
2019 as well as to information mentioned in the front matter and Appendices 
III, IV and V. While the index is not comprehensive, themes and subjects were 
chosen with story time, classroom use, and reader’s advisory in mind. In keeping 
with the CCBC’s interest in providing access to multicultural literature, the index 
also includes the ethnic backgrounds of the persons, fictional and real, portrayed 
in this year’s CCBC Choices selections. Subject entries are as specific as possible, 
and include cross-references to related subjects. For example, “Latinx” includes a 
cross-reference to “Mexicans and Mexican Americans” and other culturally specific 
sub-groups. Books featuring a main/major character that is brown- skinned, 
whose cultural identity is not apparent to us, are listed under “Brown-Skinned 
Characters.” Books that are broadly inclusive (e.g., diversity in the art, often 
with no main character; a diverse cast of characters in a novel) are listed under 
“Multicultural Literature,” although they may also be listed under one or more 
specific groups.

A
Abandonment
 Louisiana’s Way Home, 74
Abortion
 Finding Yvonne, 92
Abuse
 Poet X, 89
 Snow Lane, 70
Activism
 Betty Before X, 87
 Boots on the Ground, 27
 Driving by Starlight, 92
 Free as a Bird, 34
 Here to Stay, 94
 Let the Children March, 23
 Pride (Sanders), 28
 Streetcar to Justice, 24
 Undocumented, 34
 United States v. Jackie Robinson, 22
Adaptation (Nature)
 Backyard Bears, 13
 Triumphant Tale of the House Sparrow, 

17
Adoption
 Everything I Know about You, 73
 Picture Us in the Light, 95
Adventure
 Assassination of Brangwain Spurge, 69
 Book of Boy, 82
 Children of Blood and Bone, 90
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter, 80
 Peasprout Chen, 79
 Spell & Spindle, 86

Affirmation
 Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Boy, 

40
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 

35
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Africa
 Children of Blood and Bone, 90
 Patchwork Bike, 58
Africans and African Americans. See also 

Bahamians, Egyptians, Haitians and 
Haitian Americans, Liberians, Maasai, 
Nigerians, Santa Lucians, Virgin 
Islanders, Zulus

 Africville, 60
 After the Shot Drops, 100
 Attucks!, 24
 Betty Before X, 87
 Between the Lines, 39
 Blended, 74
 Born to Swing, 38
 Don’t Touch My Hair, 36
 Facing Frederick, 29
 Finding Langston, 73
 Finding Yvonne, 92
 Game Changers, 33
 Hammering for Freedom, 25
 Harbor Me, 88
 Hidden Figures, 17
 Hip-Hop Lollipop, 50
 Journey of Little Charlie, 92
 Let the Children March, 23
 Libba, 39
 Lu, 85
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 March Forward Girl, 23
 Martin Rising, 41
 Mommy’s Khimar, 53
 My Hair Is a Garden, 57
 No Fixed Address, 83
 No Small Potatoes, 23
 Parker Inheritance, 77
 Patchwork Bike, 58
 Poet X, 89
 Rebound, 69
 Season of Styx Malone, 79
 Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea, 84
 Seeing into Tomorrow, 41
 Streetcar to Justice, 24
 Sunny, 85
 Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Boy, 

40
 Tight, 80
 United States v. Jackie Robinson, 22
 Vast Wonder of the World, 30
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 

35
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
 Who Will Bell the Cat, 21
 You and Me, 45
Airplanes
 Fly Girls, 27
Alcoholism
 Unclaimed Baggage, 93
Alligators
 Nobody’s Duck, 53
Alzheimer’s
 Merci Suárez Changes Gears, 82
American Indians. See First/Native Nations 

Peoples
Anne of Green Gables
 House of Dreams, 32
Anger
 Rough Patch, 62
Animals. See also names of individual 

animals
 (e.g., Bears, Cats, Dogs, etc.)
 Albert’s Tree, 45
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Back from the Brink, 12
 Backyard Bears, 13
 Checked, 77
 Hidden City, 41
 How to Be a Good Creature, 31
 How to Knit a Monster, 54
 Lovely Beasts, 14
 Mr. Wolf ’s Class, 88
 On the Other Side of the Garden, 57
 So Far Up, 52
 Up the Mountain Path, 46
 Who Eats Orange?, 18

Anishinaabe People
 Fire Song, 96
Anti-Semitism
 Otherwood, 96
Anticipation
 Honey, 51
 So Far Up, 52
Anxiety. See also Social Anxiety
 Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous, 44
 Saturday Is Swimming Day, 55
Arguments
 Want to Play Trucks?, 52
Armstrong, Lil Hardin
 Born to Swing, 38
Art and Artists
 Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings, 62
 Between the Lines, 39
 Blood Water Paint, 99
 Dreamers, 34
 Give Me Some Truth, 94
 Imagine! (Colón), 59
 Nature’s Friend, 30
 Secret Kingdom, 39
 Square, 56
 They Say Blue, 66
Artificial Intelligence
 Thunderhead, 102
Asian/Pacific People and Asian/Pacific 

Americans. See also Chinese and 
Chinese Americans, Filipino and 
Filipino Americans, Indians and 
Indian Americans, Iranians, Iraqi 
and Iraqi Americans, Japanese and 
Japanese Americans, Koreans and 
Korean Americans, Pakistanis, Saudi 
Arabians, Syrians, Vietnamese and 
Vietnamese Americans

 Peasprout Chen, 79
 Saturday Is Swimming Day, 55
 They Say Blue, 66
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 

35
Aunts
 Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings, 62
Austen, Jane
 Brave Jane Austen, 31
Autism
 Benji, the Bad Day, and Me, 36

B
Babies. See also New Baby
 Baby’s Firsts, 45
 First Laugh—Welcome Baby!, 53
Bahamas
 Learning to Breathe, 98
Bahamians
 Learning to Breathe, 98
Baker, Gilbert
 Pride (Sanders), 28
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Barnes, Ernie
 Between the Lines, 39
Barton, Otis
 Otis and Will Discover the Deep, 16
Basketball
 After the Shot Drops, 100
 Attucks!, 24
 Here to Stay, 94
 Rebound, 69
Baum, L. Frank
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
Beals, Melba Patillo
 March Forward Girl, 23
Bears
 Backyard Bears, 13
 Honey, 51
 Will Bear Share? 49
 Winnie’s Great War, 81
Beavers
 Beavers, 16
Bedtime
 Hip-Hop Lollipop, 50
 Where’s Bunny?, 48
Beebe, William
 Otis and Will Discover the Deep, 16
Belgium
 Nowhere Boy, 81
Bicycles
 Patchwork Bike, 58
Bierregaard, Rob
 Belle’s Journey, 12
Bilingual Books (Ojibwe/English)
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-

niimi’idim, 58
Bilingual Books (Spanish/English)
 La frontera, el viaje con papa / My 

Journey with Papa, 64
Biracial Families. See Multiracial Families
Birds. See also names of specific birds (e.g., 

Hawks, Ospreys, Owls, Ravens, etc.)
 Black Bird, Yellow Sun, 42
Birthdays
 Carmela Full of Wishes,59
 Harriet Gets Carried Away, 51
 I Got a Chicken for My Birthday, 59
Bisexuals
 Leah on the Offbeat, 90
Board Books
 Bim Bam Boom, 51
 Black Bird, Yellow Sun, 42
 Holi Colors, 20
 Llamaphones, 42
 Little Truck, 47
 So Far Up, 52
 Square, 56
 Will Bear Share?, 49
 Will Ladybug Hug?, 49
 Will Sheep Sleep?, 49
 You and Me, 45

Boats
 All That Trash, 25
 Capsized!, 29
Body Image
 Everything I Know about You, 73
 Leah on the Offbeat, 90
 Puddin’, 99
Books and Reading
 Dreamers, 34
 Finding Langston, 73
Boston Marathon Bombing
 Rescue and Jessica, 33
Boyhood
 Jerome by Heart, 66
 Seeing into Tomorrow, 41
 Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Boy, 

40
Brothers
 Benji, the Bad Day, and Me, 36
 Carmela Full of Wishes, 59
 Little Red Fort, 50
 Season of Styx Malone, 79
Brown-Skinned Characters
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Elephant, 13
 Good Dog, 44
 Harriet Gets Carried Away,51
 Hawk Rising, 14
 I Walk with Vanessa, 35
 Kitten and the Night Watchman, 52
 Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous, 44
 Teddy’s Favorite Toy, 54
 Where’s Bunny?, 48
Building (Construction)
 House That Lou Built, 85
 Little Red Fort, 50
Bullying
 Cardboard Kingdom, 87
 Harbor Me, 88
 Here to Stay, 94
 I Walk with Vanessa, 35
 Tight, 80

C
CCBC. See Cooperative Children’s Book 

Center
CCBC Choices
 age recommendations in, 8–9
 choosing books for, 5
 organization of, 8
Camp
 Be Prepared, 71
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
Canada
 No Fixed Address, 83
 Running through Sprinklers, 79
Cars
 Honk! Splat! Vroom!, 48
 Our Car, 44



130 Subject Index CCBC Choices 2019

Cats
 Angel in Beijing,54
 Kitten and the Night Watchman, 52
 Who Will Bell the Cat, 21
Catholicism
 Poet X, 89
Celebrations
 First Laugh—Welcome Baby!, 53
 Perfect Gift, 68
Chand, Nek
 Secret Kingdom, 39
Charlotte Zolotow Award, about, 116
Charlotte Zolotow Award Books
 BIG Mooncake for Little Star, 49
 Carmela Full of Wishes, 59
 Day You Begin, 37
 Dreamers, 34
 Honey, 51
 Little Brown, 47
 Patchwork Bike, 58
 Rough Patch, 62
 Saturday Is Swimming Day, 55
 Thank You, Omu!, 65
 We Don’t Eat Our Classmates, 61
 Winter Is Here, 19
Cherokee People
 We Are Grateful, / Otsaliheliga, 20
Chickens/Chicks
 Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual 

Chicken?, 77
 Fox + Chick, 68
 I Got a Chicken for My Birthday, 59
 Pip & Pup, 55
China
 Angel in Beijing, 54
Chinese and Chinese Americans
 Angel in Beijing,54
 BIG Mooncake for Little Star, 49
 Front Desk, 89
 Perfect Gift, 68
 Picture Us in the Light, 95
 Undocumented, 34
Chicago
 Capsized!, 29
 Finding Langston, 73
City Life
 After the Shot Drops, 100
 Angel in Beijing,54
 Dragons in a Bag, 74
 Goldfish on Vacation, 63
 Grace for Gus, 57
 Harriet Gets Carried Away, 51
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
 Saffron Ice Cream, 62
 Thank You, Omu!, 65
 Tight,
Civil Rights
 Betty Before X, 87
 March Forward Girl, 23

 Streetcar to Justice, 24
 United States v. Jackie Robinson, 22
Civil Rights Movement
 Let the Children March, 23
 Martin Rising, 41
Class Issues
 Dream Country, 95
 Munmun, 90
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
Colebourn, Henry
 Winnie’s Great War, 81
College
 Check, Please!, 103
 Fire Song, 96
 Leah on the Offbeat, 90
Colonialism
 Dream Country, 95
Colors (Concept)
 Black Bird, Yellow Sun, 42
 Holi Colors, 20
 They Say Blue, 66
 Who Eats Orange?, 18
Community
 Africville, 60
 Apple in the Middle, 84
 Cardboard Kingdom, 87
 Lu, 85
 Sunny, 85
 Pride (Sanders), 28
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
Compassion
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Journey of Little Charlie, 92
 Nowhere Boy, 81
 Old Man, 36
Concept Books. See also Concept section
 Holi Colors, 20
 Who Eats Orange?, 18
Consent (Sexual)
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
Conservation
 Backyard Bears, 13
Cooperative Children’s Book Center, 

about, 115
Cotton, Elizabeth
 Libba, 39
Counting Books
 Ducks Away!, 42
Cousins
 Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual 

Chicken?, 77
 Funeral, 61
Crocodiles
 Crocodile and the Dentist, 47
Creativity. See also Art and Artists, 

Imagination, Music and Musicians, 
Writers and Writing

 Patchwork Bike, 58
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Creole Language
 Field, 65
Cubans and Cuban Americans
 Merci Suárez Changes Gears, 82

D
Dancers and Dancing
 Hip-Hop Lollipop, 50
 Sunny, 85
 Darden, Christine
 Hidden Figures, 17
 Darrow, Charles
 Pass Go and Collect $200, 28
Death and Dying. See also Grief and Loss
 Funeral, 61
 Mary’s Monster, 97
 Up the Mountain Path, 46
 Dena’ina Origin
 How Raven Got His Crooked Nose, 20
 Dena’ina People
 How Raven Got His Crooked Nose, 20
 Dentists
 Crocodile and the Dentist, 47
 Depression (Psychological)
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 House of Dreams, 32
 How to Be a Good Creature, 31
 Detectives
 Eye That Never Sleeps, 26
 Difference
 Day You Begin, 37
 Geraldine, 63
 Dinosaurs
 Dinosaur Expert, 64
 We Don’t Eat Our Classmates, 61
Disabilities. See People with Disabilities
Disasters
 Capsized!, 29
 Dry, 101
 Lifeboat 12, 76
Discrimination. See Prejudice, Racism, 

Sexism
Divorce
 Blended, 74
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 You Go First, 78
Dogs
 Ben and the Scaredy Dog, 46
 Blue, 51
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-

niimi’idim, 58
 Floaty, 48
 Good Dog, 44
 Good Rosie!, 67
 Little Brown, 47
 Pip & Pup, 55
 Rescue and Jessica, 33
 Rough Patch, 62
 Strongheart, 75

Dominicans and Dominican Americans
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a 

Castle, 72
 Poet X, 89
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
Dominican Republic
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a 

Castle, 72
Douglass, Frederick
 Facing Frederick, 29
Down Syndrome
 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish, 73
Doyle, Arthur Conan
 Fairy Spell, 26
Dragons
 Dragons in a Bag, 74
 Language of Spells, 88
Dreaming
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-

niimi’idim, 58
Drumming
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl, 68
Ducks
 Ducks Away!, 42
 Nobody’s Duck, 53

E
Eating Disorders
 Everything I Know about You, 73
Economic Hardship. See also Poverty
 After the Shot Drops, 100
 Amal Unbound, 86
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a 

Castle, 72
 Front Desk, 89
 Gift from Abuela, 65
 Harbor Me, 88
 House That Lou Built, 85
 Patchwork Bike, 58
Economic Privilege. See also Class Issues
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a 

Castle, 72
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
Education. See also School
 Amal Unbound, 86
 Free as a Bird, 34
Egyptians
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Elephants
 Elephant, 13
 Parade of Elephants, 42
 Zola’s Elephant, 35
Elves
 Assassination of Brangwain Spurge, 69
Empathy
 Albert’s Tree, 45
 Ben and the Scaredy Dog, 46
 Little Brown, 47
 Stumpkin, 19
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Endangered Species
 Back from the Brink, 12
 Elephant, 13
Engineers
 Hidden Figures, 17
England
 Dam, 55
 Good Morning, Harry, Good Night, 

Daddy, 43
 Ruby in the Ruins, 61
Environmental Issues. See also Endangered
Species, Pesticides
 All That Trash, 25
Espionage
 Eye That Never Sleeps, 26
Ethics
 Thunderhead, 102

F
Fairies
 Cruel Prince, 91
 Fairy Spell, 26
Fairy Tales. See also Folklore, Mythology, 

and Traditional Literature section; 
Fractured Fairy Tales

 Book of Pearl, 94
Faith
 Poet X, 89
Families. See also Aunts, Brothers, Cousins, 

Fathers, Grandfathers, Grandmothers, 
Multiracial Families, Sisters, Uncles

 All-of-a-Kind-Family Hanukkah, 19
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a 

Castle, 72
 Astrid the Unstoppable, 83
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 Funeral, 61
 First Laugh—Welcome Baby!, 53
 Hello Lighthouse, 56
 Hip-Hop Lollipop, 50
 La frontera, el viaje con papa / My 

Journey with Papa, 64
 Learning to Breathe, 98
 Lu, 85
 Merci Suárez Changes Gears, 82
 Mommy’s Khimar, 53
 Night Diary, 76
 Orphan Band of Springdale, 83
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
 Rebound, 69
 Seeing into Tomorrow, 41
 Snow Lane, 70
 Wind Called My Name, 86
Fantasy. See also Magical Realism, 

Speculative Fiction
 And the Ocean Was Our Sky, 100
 Assassination of Brangwain Spurge, 69
 Book of Boy, 82

 Begone the Raggedy Witches, 78
 Book of Pearl, 94
 Children of Blood and Bone, 90
 Cruel Prince, 91
 Dragons in a Bag, 74
 Fake Blood, 75
 Language of Spells, 88
 Munmun, 90
 Spell & Spindle, 86
Farming
 Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean, 17
 No Small Potatoes, 23
Fashion Design
 Prince and the Dressmaker, 103
Fathers
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Checked, 77
 Good Morning, Harry, Good Night, 

Daddy, 43
 La frontera, el viaje con papa / My 

Journey with Papa, 64
 Lu, 85
 Night Job, 60
 Ruby in the Ruins, 61
 Sunny, 85
 Tight, 80
Fear. See also Anxiety
 Albert’s Tree, 45
 Ben and the Scaredy Dog, 46
 Spooked!, 25
 Wall in the Middle of This Book, 43
Filipinos and Filipino Americans
 House That Lou Built, 85
First/Native Nations Peoples. See also 

Anishinaabe People, Cherokee People, 
Dena’ina People, Kaw Nation, Michif 
People, Muscogee Creek People, 
Navajo People, Ojibwe People, Tlingit 
People, Tuscarora People

 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 
35

Fish. See Goldfish
Fishing
 Down by the River, 67
Food
 Finding Yvonne, 92
 Thank You, Omu!, 65
Football
 Between the Lines, 39
Forgiveness
 Outlaw, 67
 Thirty Minutes over Oregon, 26
Fossils
 Dinosaur Expert, 64
Foxes
 Fox + Chick, 68
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Fractured Fairy Tales
 Snow Pony and the Seven Miniature 

Ponies, 66
Frankenstein
 Mary Shelley, 31
 Mary’s Monster, 97
Friends of the CCBC, about, 117
Friendship
 After the Shot Drops, 100
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual 

Chicken?, 77
 Be Prepared, 71
 Bob, 81
 Cardboard Kingdom, 87
 Check, Please!, 103
 Checked, 77
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Driving by Starlight, 92
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 Fox + Chick, 68
 Everything I Know about You, 73
 Fake Blood, 75
 Floaty, 48
 Geraldine, 63
 Give Me Some Truth, 94
 Good Rosie!, 67
 Harbor Me, 88
 House That Lou Built, 85
 Hurricane Child, 72
 Jerome by Heart, 66
 Josie’s Lost Tooth, 63
 Language of Spells, 88
 Leah on the Offbeat, 90
 Lu, 85
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter, 80
 No Fixed Address, 83
 Nobody’s Duck, 53
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
 Nowhere Boy, 81
 Otherwood, 96
 Parker Inheritance, 77
 Perfect Gift, 68
 Picture Us in the Light, 95
 Pip & Pup, 55
 Puddin’, 99
 Running through Sprinklers, 79
 Season of Styx Malone, 79
 Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea, 84
 Small Spaces, 70
 Sunny, 85
 Tight, 80
 Unclaimed Baggage, 93
 Up the Mountain Path, 46
 Want to Play Trucks?, 52
 We Don’t Eat Our Classmates, 61
 You Go First, 78
 Zola’s Elephant, 35

Frostic, Gwen
 Nature’s Friend, 30
Frustration
 When Sophie Thinks She Can’t, 56
Fujita, Nobuo
 Thirty Minutes over Oregon, 26

G
Games
 Pass Go and Collect $200, 28
Garbage
 All That Trash, 25
Gardening
 My Hair Is a Garden, 57
Garfunkel, Art
 When Paul Met Artie, 38
Gay Pride. See LGBTQ Pride
Gays. See also Same-Sex Parents
 Check, Please!, 103
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Fire Song, 96
 Picture Us in the Light, 95
 Poet X, 89
Gender Non-Conforming Behavior
 Jerome by Heart, 66
 Julián Is a Mermaid, 50
 Prince and the Dressmaker, 103
 Teddy’s Favorite Toy, 54
 Want to Play Trucks?, 52
Generosity
 Thank You, Omu!, 65
Gentileschi, Artemisia
 Blood Water Paint, 99
Gentrification
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
Geography
 Water Land, 15
Germain, Sophie
 Nothing Stopped Sophie, 22
Ghosts
 Lost Soul, Be at Peace, 32
 Otherwood, 96
Gibb, Bobbi
 Girl Running, 28
Giraffes
 Geraldine, 63
Girls and Women
 Amal Unbound, 86
 Blood Water Paint, 99
 Born to Swing, 38
 Brave Jane Austen, 31
 Dinosaur Expert, 64
 Doll-E 1.0, 64
 Driving by Starlight, 92
 Fly Girls, 27
 Free as a Bird, 34
 Game Changers, 33
 Girl Running, 28
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 Hidden Figures, 17
 House of Dreams, 32
 Hyena Scientist, 15
 Jazz Owls, 93
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter, 80
 Mary Shelley, 31
 Mary’s Monster, 97
 Nature’s Friend, 30
 Nothing Stopped Sophie, 22
 Pass Go and Collect $200, 28
 Shaking Things Up, 24
 Spell & Spindle, 86
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Goats
 How to Knit a Monster, 54
Goldfish
 Goldfish on Vacation, 63
Grandfathers
 Down by the River, 67
 Merci Suárez Changes Gears, 82
Grandmothers
 Gift from Abuela, 65
 Julián Is a Mermaid, 50
 Louisiana’s Way Home, 74
 On the Other Side of the Garden, 57
 Perfect Gift, 68
Graphic Novels
 Be Prepared, 71
 Cardboard Kingdom, 87
 Check, Please!, 103
 Fake Blood, 75
 Lost Soul, Be at Peace, 32
 Mr. Wolf ’s Class, 88
 Prince and the Dressmaker, 103
 Tiger vs. Nightmare, 69
 Unwanted, 33
Gratitude
 We Are Grateful, / Otsaliheliga, 20
Great Depression
 Wind Called My Name, 86
Grief and Loss
 Blue, 51
 Funeral, 61
 Martin Rising, 41
 Mary Shelley, 31
 Rebound, 69
 Rough Patch, 62
 Small Spaces, 70
 Unclaimed Baggage, 93
Griffiths, Frances
 Fairy Spell, 26
Groves, Junius G.
 No Small Potatoes, 23
Growth Mindset
 When Sophie Thinks She Can’t, 56
Guns
 All That I Can Fix, 91

H
Hair
 Don’t Touch My Hair, 36
 My Hair Is a Garden, 57
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Haiti
 Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings, 62
Haitians and Haitian Americans
 Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings, 62
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
Halloween
 Stumpkin, 19
Hanukkah
 All-of-a-Kind-Family Hanukkah, 19
Hawks
 Hawk Rising, 14
Hedgehogs
 Prickly Hedgehogs, 15
Hindus
 Night Diary, 76
Hip-Hop
 Hip-Hop Lollipop, 50
Historical Fiction
 Betty Before X, 87
 Blood Water Paint, 99
 Book of Boy, 82
 Button War, 71
 Dream Country, 95
 Finding Langston, 73
 Give Me Some Truth, 94
 Jazz Owls, 93
 Journey of Little Charlie, 92
 Lifeboat 12, 76
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter, 80
 Mary’s Monster, 97
 Night Diary, 76
 Orphan Band of Springdale, 83
 Parker Inheritance, 77
 Spell & Spindle, 86
 Strongheart, 75
 What the Night Sings, 102
 Wind Called My Name, 86
 Winnie’s Great War, 81
Hoaxes
 Fairy Spell, 26
Holi
 Holi Colors, 20
Hockey
 Check, Please!, 103
 Checked, 77
Holidays and Observances. See Holi, 

Halloween, Hanukkah
Holocaust
 What the Night Sings, 102
Homelessness
 No Fixed Address, 83
 Old Man, 36
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Houseman, John
 Spooked!, 25
Hughes, Langston
 Finding Langston, 73
Humor. See also Satire
 Assassination of Brangwain Spurge, 69
 Beavers, 16
 Check, Please!, 103
 Crocodile and the Dentist, 47
 Doll-E 1.0, 64
 Floaty, 48
 Fox + Chick, 68
 Grace for Gus, 57
 Harriet Gets Carried Away, 51
 Honk! Splat! Vroom!, 48
 How to Knit a Monster, 54
 I Got a Chicken for My Birthday, 59
 Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous, 44
 Little Brown, 47
 Llamaphones, 42
 Mr. Wolf ’s Class, 88
 Mushroom Fan Club, 14
 Nobody’s Duck, 53
 Snow Pony and the Seven Miniature 

Ponies, 66
 So Far Up, 52
 Something Smells!, 48
 Square, 56
 Stumpkin, 19
 Teddy’s Favorite Toy, 54
 Wall in the Middle of This Book, 43
 We Don’t Eat Our Classmates, 61
Hyenas
 Hyena Scientists, 15

I
Identity
 Apple in the Middle, 84
 Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings, 62
 Blended, 74
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Louisiana’s Way Home, 74
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
 What the Night Sings, 102
Imaginary Play
 Cardboard Kingdom, 87
 Mommy’s Khimar, 53
 Our Car, 44
Imagination. See also Imaginary Play
 Boy Who Went to Mars, 61
 Grace for Gus, 57
 Harriet Gets Carried Away, 51
 Imagine! (Colón), 59
 They Say Blue, 66
 Zola’s Elephant, 35
Immigrants. See also Refugees
 Be Prepared, 71
 Dream Country, 95

 Dreamers, 34
 Front Desk, 89
 Harbor Me, 88
 Imagine (Herrera), 60
 La frontera, el viaje con papa / My 

Journey with Papa, 64
 Saffron Ice Cream, 62
 What the Night Sings, 102
 Undocumented, 34
Immigration
 La frontera, el viaje con papa / My 

Journey with Papa, 64
Incarcerated Parent
 Harbor Me, 88
 Tight, 80
India
 Night Diary, 76
 Secret Kingdom, 39
Indians and Indian Americans
 Night Diary, 76
 Secret Kingdom, 39
Insects. See Ladybugs, Moths, Wasps
Interracial Families. See Multiracial 

Families
Iran
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Saffron Ice Cream, 62
Iranians
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Saffron Ice Cream, 62
Iraqi and Iraqi Americans
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
Ireland
 Begone the Raggedy Witches, 78
Irish People
 Begone the Raggedy Witches, 78
Islamophobia
 Here to Stay, 94
Isolation
 Day You Begin, 37
 You Go First, 78
Italy
 Blood Water Paint, 99

J
Jackson, Mary
 Hidden Figures, 17
Japanese and Japanese Americans
 Checked, 77
 Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl, 68
 Running through Sprinklers, 79
 Thirty Minutes over Oregon, 26
Jazz
 Born to Swing, 38
 Rebound, 69
Jennings, Elizabeth
 Streetcar to Justice, 24
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Jews and Jewish Americans
 All-of-a-Kind-Family Hanukkah, 19
 Book of Pearl, 94
 Nowhere Boy, 81
 What the Night Sings, 102
 When Paul Met Artie, 38
Johnson, Katherine
 Hidden Figures, 17
Journalism
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
 Unpresidented, 30
Just, Ernest Everett
 Vast Wonder of the World, 30

K
Kaw Nation
 No Small Potatoes, 23
Kindness
 Angel in Beijing, 54
 Honk! Splat! Vroom!, 48
 I Walk with Vanessa, 35
 Louisiana’s Way Home, 74
 Up the Mountain Path, 46
King, Jr., Martin Luther
 Martin Rising, 41
Koreans and Korean Americans
 Place between Breaths, 99
 Running through Sprinklers, 79
Krensky, Jessica
 Rescue and Jessica, 33

L
LGBTQ Pride
 Pride (Sanders), 28
Labor Rights
 Front Desk, 89
 Orphan Band of Springdale, 83
 Undocumented, 34
Ladybugs
 Will Ladybug Hug? 49
Land Forms
 Water Land, 15
Latinx People. See also Cubans and 

Cuban Americans, Dominicans and 
Dominican Americans, Mexicans and 
Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans

 Carmela Full of Wishes, 59
 Harbor Me, 88
 Imagine! (Colón), 59
 Julián Is a Mermaid, 50
 Little Red Fort, 50
 On the Other Side of the Garden,57
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 

35
Lesbians
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 Hurricane Child, 72

 Lost Soul, Be at Peace, 32
 Peasprout Chen, 79
Lewis, William
 Hammering for Freedom, 25
Liberia
 Dream Country, 95
Liberians
 Dream Country, 95
Lighthouses
 Hello Lighthouse, 56
Lincoln, Abraham
 Eye That Never Sleeps, 26
Lions
 Lion Is a Lion, 46
Llamas
 Llamaphones, 42
Love
 Jerome by Heart, 66
Love and Romance
 Check, Please!, 103
 Drum Roll, Please, 71
 Fake Blood, 75
 Finding Yvonne, 92
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
 Leah on the Offbeat, 90
 Poet X, 89
 Pride (Zoboi), 104

M
Maasai
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Magical Realism
 Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual 

Chicken?, 77
 Summer of Salt, 98
Magie, Elizabeth
 Pass Go and Collect $200, 28
Mars
 Curiosity, 16
Mascots
 Here to Stay, 94
Mathematics
 Hidden Figures, 17
 Nothing Stopped Sophie, 22
 When Sophie Thinks She Can’t, 56
Media
 Spooked!, 25
Memoir
 How to Be a Good Creature, 31
 Lost Soul, Be at Peace, 32
Mental Illness. See also Schizophrenia
 House of Dreams, 32
 Mary’s Monster, 97
 Snow Lane, 70
Mexicans and Mexican Americans
 Are You Ready to Hatch an Unusual 

Chicken?, 77
 Carlos Santana, 37
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 Dreamers, 34
 Gift from Abuela, 65
 Imagine (Herrera), 60
 Jazz Owls, 93
 La frontera, el viaje con papa / My 

Journey with Papa, 64
 Puddin’, 99
 Undocumented, 34
 When Angels Sing, 38
 Wind Called My Name, 86
Mice
 Honk! Splat! Vroom!, 48
 Who Will Bell the Cat?, 21
Michif People
 Apple in the Middle, 84
Microbes
 Do Not Lick This Book, 12
Medieval Period
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter, 80
 Book of Boy, 82
Milk, Harvey
 Pride (Sanders), 28
Moby Dick
 And the Ocean Was Our Sky, 100
Monopoly (Game)
 Pass Go and Collect $200, 28
Monsters
 How to Knit a Monster, 54
 Tiger vs. Nightmare, 69
Montgomery, Lucy Maud
 House of Dreams, 32
Montgomery, Sy
 How to Be a Good Creature, 31
Moon
 BIG Mooncake for Little Star, 49
Morales, Yuyi
 Dreamers, 34
Mothers
 Betty Before X,87
 BIG Mooncake for Little Star, 49
 Boy Who Went to Mars, 61
 Down by the River, 67
 Dreamers, 34
 Hurricane Child, 72
 No Fixed Address, 83
 Poet X, 89
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Moths
 Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean, 17
Movies
 Strongheart, 75
Multicultural Literature. See also Africans 

and African Americans, Asian/Pacifics 
and Asian/Pacific Americans, Brown-
Skinned Characters, First/Native 
Nations Peoples, and Latinx People

 Baby’s Firsts, 45
 Day You Begin, 37

 Fresh Ink, 96
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices,  

35
Multiracial Families
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Apple in the Middle, 84
 Begone the Raggedy Witches, 78
 Blended, 74
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Good Dog, 44
 Harbor Me, 88
 Harriet Gets Carried Away, 51
 House That Lou Built, 85
 Kitten and the Night Watchman, 52
 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish, 73
 No Fixed Address, 83
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
 Saturday Is Swimming Day, 55
Muscogee Creek People
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
Museums
 Imagine! (Colón), 59
Mushrooms
 Mushroom Fan Club, 14
Music and Musicians. See also Jazz
 Ana María Reyes Does NOT Live in a 

Castle, 72
 Blended, 74
 Born to Swing, 38
 Carlos Santana, 37
 Dam, 55
 Finding Yvonne, 92
 Give Me Some Truth, 94
 Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl, 68
 Libba, 39
 Orphan Band of Springdale, 83
 When Angels Sing, 38
 When Paul Met Artie, 38
Muslims
 Driving by Starlight, 92
 Mommy’s Khimar, 53
 Night Diary, 76
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
 Patchwork Bike, 58
 Saffron Ice Cream, 62
Mysteries
 Parker Inheritance, 77

N
NASA
 Hidden Figures, 17
Natural World. See also Seasons and 

Celebrations and Science, Technology 
and the Natural World sections

 Seeing into Tomorrow, 41
Navajo People
 First Laugh—Welcome Baby!, 53
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New Baby
 Perfect Gift, 68
 You and Me, 45
Nigerians and Nigerian Heritage
 Begone the Raggedy Witches, 78
 Thank You, Omu!, 65
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Night
 BIG Mooncake for Little Star, 49
 Kitten and the Night Watchman, 52
 Night Job, 60
Nightmares
 Tiger vs. Nightmare, 69
Norway
 Astrid the Unstoppable, 83
Novels in Verse
 Blood Water Paint, 99
 Jazz Owls, 93
 Lifeboat 12, 76
 Mary’s Monster, 97
 Poet X, 89
 Rebound, 69

O
Oceans
 Otis and Will Discover the Deep, 16
Ojibwe People
 Apple in the Middle, 84
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-

niimi’idim, 58
Opposites (Concept)
 Parade of Elephants, 42
Oppression. See also Islamophobia, Racism, 

Sexism, Xenophobia
 Children of Blood and Bone, 90
Ospreys
 Belle’s Journey, 12
Outsider Art
 Secret Kingdom, 39
Owls
 Bim Bam Boom, 51

P
Pakistan
 Amal Unbound, 86
 Free as a Bird, 34
 Night Diary, 76
Pakistanis and Pakistani Americans
 Amal Unbound, 86
 Free as a Bird, 34
Penguins
 Harriet Gets Carried Away, 51
People with Disabilities. See also Down 

syndrome
 Nature’s Friend, 30
 Rescue and Jessica, 33

Pesticides
 Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean, 17
Pets
 Blue, 51
 Checked, 77
 Floaty, 48
 Goldfish on Vacation,63
 Kitten and the Night Watchman, 52
 Rough Patch, 62
Pilots
 Fly Girls, 27
Pinkerton, Allen
 Eye That Never Sleeps, 26
Planets. See Mars
Play. See also Imaginary Play
 Want to Play Trucks?, 52
Poetry. See also Novels in Verse, Poetry 

section,
 Finding Langston, 73
 Imagine (Herrera), 60
 Poet X, 89
Point of View
 Assassination of Brangwain Spurge, 69
 Crocodile and the Dentist, 47
Poland
 Button War, 71
Politics
 Unpresidented, 30
Ponies
 Snow Pony and the Seven Miniature 

Ponies, 66
Poverty. See also Economic Hardship
 Fire Song, 96
 Give Me Some Truth, 94
Powwows
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-

niimi’idim, 58
Pregnancy
 Finding Yvonne, 92
 Learning to Breathe, 98
Prejudice
 Not the Girls You’re Looking For, 101
Presidents. See also Lincoln, Abraham and 

Trump, Donald
 Boots on the Ground, 27
Pride and Prejudice
 Pride (Zoboi), 104
Publishing, observations on, 5–7
Puerto Ricans
 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish, 73
 Tight, 80
Puerto Rico
 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish, 73
 Puppets
 Spell & Spindle, 86
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R
Racism. See also Anti-Semitism, 

Islamophobia
 Africville, 60
 Attucks!, 24
 Blended, 74
 Front Desk, 89
 Game Changers, 33
 Give Me Some Truth, 94
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
 Hidden Figures, 17
 Jazz Owls, 93
 March Forward Girl, 23
 Parker Inheritance, 77
 Shaking Things Up, 24
 Streetcar to Justice, 24
 Unclaimed Baggage, 93
 United States v. Jackie Robinson, 22
 Vast Wonder of the World, 30
 We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices, 

35
 Wind Called My Name, 86
Radio
 Spooked!, 25
Rainbow Flag
 Pride (Sanders), 28
Rape
 Blood Water Paint, 99
 Learning to Breathe, 98
 Summer of Salt, 98
Ravens
 How Raven Got His Crooked Nose, 20
 Raven and the Tide Lady, 21
 Raven Makes the Aleutians, 21
 Raven Loses His Nose, 21
 We Are Grateful, / Otsaliheliga, 20
Reading. See Books and Reading
Refugees
 Nowhere Boy, 81
 Unwanted, 33
Religion. See Catholicism
Resiliency
 Snow Lane, 70
Resistance. See Activism
Revenge
 And the Ocean Was Our Sky, 100
Robertson, Oscar
 Attucks!, 24
Robins
 This Is the Nest That Robin Built, 13
Robinson, Jackie
 United States v. Jackie Robinson, 22
Robots
 Curiosity, 16
Romantic Relationships. See Love and 

Romance 

Running
 Girl Running, 28
Russians and Russian Americans
 Be Prepared, 71

S
Same-Sex Parents
 Grace for Gus, 57
 Harriet Gets Carried Away,51
Santa Lucia
 Field, 65
Santa Lucians
 Field, 65
Santana, Carlos
 Carlos Santana, 37
 When Angels Sing, 38
Satire
 Munmun, 90
Saudi Arabia
 Driving by Starlight, 92
Saudi Arabians
 Driving by Starlight, 92
Scary Stories
 Small Spaces, 70
Schizophrenia
 Place between Breaths, 99
School. See also Education
 Attucks!, 24
 Geraldine, 63
 Harbor Me, 88
 Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous, 44
 Merci Suárez Changes Gears, 82
 Mr. Wolf ’s Class, 88
 We Don’t Eat Our Classmates, 61
Science and Scientists
 Back from the Brink, 12
 Backyard Bears, 13
 Belle’s Journey, 12
 Champion, 18
 Curiosity, 16
 Dinosaur Expert, 64
 Do Not Lick This Book, 12
 Hyena Scientists, 15
 Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean, 17
 Otis and Will Discover the Deep, 16
 Place between Breaths, 99
 Vast Wonder of the World, 30
Scotland
 Mad Wolf ’s Daughter, 80
Seasons. See Spring, Summer, Winter
Segregation
 Attucks!, 24
Self-Acceptance
 Darius the Great Is Not Okay, 97
 Day You Begin, 37
 Geraldine, 63
 Learning to Breathe, 98
 Puddin’, 99
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Self-Esteem
 Day You Begin, 37
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
Separation
 Boy Who Went to Mars, 61
 On the Other Side of the Garden, 57
Service Dogs
 Rescue and Jessica, 33
Sexism
 Driving by Starlight, 92
 Fly Girls, 27
 Girl Running, 28
 Hidden Figures, 17
 House of Dreams, 32
 Nothing Stopped Sophie, 22
 Pass Go and Collect $200, 28
 Shaking Things Up, 24
Sexual Assault. See Rape
Shabazz, Betty
 Betty Before X, 87
Shapes
 Square, 56
Sharing
 So Far Up, 52
 Will Bear Share?, 49
Sheep
 Will Sheep Sleep?, 49
Shelley, Mary
 Mary Shelley, 31
 Mary’s Monster, 97
Shelley, Percy Bysshe
 Mary Shelley, 31
 Mary’s Monster, 97
Short Stories
 Fresh Ink, 96
Siblings. See also Brothers, Sisters
 Children of Blood and Bone, 90
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
 Patchwork Bike, 58
 Spell & Spindle, 86
 Where’s Bunny?, 48
Simon, Paul
 When Paul Met Artie, 38
Sisters
 Cruel Prince, 91
 Game Changers, 33
 Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea, 84
 Summer of Salt, 98
Skating
 Peasprout Chen, 79
Slavery
 Dream Country, 95
 Hammering for Freedom, 25
 Journey of Little Charlie, 92
Small Town Life
 Orphan Band of Springdale, 83
 Season of Styx Malone, 79
 Summer of Salt, 98
 Unclaimed Baggage, 93

Soccer
 Field, 65
Social Anxiety
 Captain Starfish, 43
 Zola’s Elephant, 35
Social Dynamics
 Little Brown, 47
Social Media
 Check, Please!, 103
Sparrows
 Triumphant Tale of the House Sparrow, 

17
Speculative Fiction
 Dry, 101
 Thunderhead, 102
Sports. See Basketball, Football, Hockey, 

Running, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis, 
Track & Field

Spring
 Honey, 51
Stories in Rhyme
 Baby’s Firsts, 45
 Holi Colors, 20
 This Is the Nest That Robin Built, 13
 You and Me, 45
Suicide
 All That I Can Fix, 91
 Fire Song, 96
 Picture Us in the Light, 95
Summer
 Honey, 51
 Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea, 84
Surprise Endings
 Little Brown, 47
 So Far Up, 52
Survival
 Blood Water Paint, 99
 Dry, 101
 Learning to Breathe, 98
 Lifeboat 12, 76
 Night Diary, 76
 What the Night Sings, 102
Swimming
 Saturday Is Swimming Day, 55
Syrian War
 Nowhere Boy, 81
 Unwanted, 33
Syrians
 Nowhere Boy, 81
 Unwanted, 33

T
Taiko
 Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl, 68
Talent Shows
 Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl, 68
Tantrums
 All-of-a-Kind Family Hanukkah, 19
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Teachers
 Mr. Wolf ’s Class, 88
 Saturday Is Swimming Day, 55
 When Sophie Thinks She Can’t, 56
Technology. See also Science, Technology, 

and the Natural
World section
 Doll-E 1.0, 64
Teeth
 Josie’s Lost Tooth, 63
Tennis
 Game Changers, 33
Theater
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
Thrash, Maggie
 Lost Soul, Be at Peace, 32
Tigers
 Tiger vs. Nightmare, 69
Tlingit Origin
 Raven and the Tide Lady, 21
 Raven Makes the Aleutians, 21
 Raven Loses His Nose, 21
Tlingit People
 Raven and the Tide Lady, 21
 Raven Makes the Aleutians, 21
 Raven Loses His Nose, 21
Toys
 Doll-E 1.0, 64
 Teddy’s Favorite Toy, 54
 Want to Play Trucks?, 52
Trains
 Good Morning, Harry, Good Night, 

Daddy, 43
Track & Field
 Lu, 85
 Sunny, 85
Translated Books. See also Bilingual Books
 Astrid the Unstoppable, 83
 Bim Bam Boom, 51
 Book of Pearl, 94
 Crocodile and the Dentist, 47
 How to Knit a Monster, 54
 Jerome by Heart, 66
 Little Truck, 47
 Mushroom Fan Club, 14
 Old Man, 36
 On the Other Side of the Garden, 57
 So Far Up, 52
 Up the Mountain Path, 46
Transportation. See Cars, Trains
Trees
 Champion, 18
Trucks
 Little Truck, 47
Trump, Donald
 Unpresidented, 30
Tuscarora People,
 Give Me Some Truth, 94

Twins
 Cruel Prince, 91
 Night Diary, 76
 Poet X, 89

U
Uncles
 Bowwow Powwow / Bagosenjige-

niimi’idim, 58
Undocumented Immigrants
 Harbor Me, 88
 Undocumented, 34
Urban Wildlife
 Backyard Bears, 13
 Hidden City, 41

V
Vacations
 Secret Sisters of the Salty Sea, 84
Vampires
 Fake Blood, 75
Vandalism
 Puddin’, 99
Vaughan, Dorothy
 Hidden Figures, 17
Vehicles. See also Cars, Trains, Trucks
Vietnam
 Boots on the Ground, 27
Vietnam War
 Boots on the Ground, 27
Vietnam War Memorial
 Boots on the Ground, 27
Vietnamese and Vietnamese Americans
 Boots on the Ground, 27
Violence. See also Abuse, Rape, Vandalism
 After the Shot Drops, 100
 Dream Country, 95
 Jazz Owls, 93
Virgin Islanders
 Hurricane Child, 72
Virgin Islands
 Hurricane Child, 72

W
War. See Syrian War, Vietnam War, World 

War I, World War II
War of the Worlds
 Spooked!, 25
Wasps
 Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean, 17
Water
 Dry, 101
 Water Land, 15
Welles, Orson
 Spooked!, 25 

CCBC Choices 2019 Subject Index



142

Whales
 And the Ocean Was Our Sky, 100
Williams, Serena
 Game Changers, 33
Williams, Venus
 Game Changers, 33
Winnie the Pooh
 Winnie’s Great War, 81
Winter
 Winter Is Here, 19
Witches
 Begone the Raggedy Witches, 78
Wizard of Oz
 Hearts Unbroken, 102
Women and Girls. See Girls and Women
Word Play
 Blue, 51
 Llamaphones, 42
 Parade of Elephants, 42
Wordless Books
 Grace for Gus, 57
 I Walk with Vanessa, 35
 Imagine! (Colón), 59
 Pip & Pup, 55
Work
 Kitten and the Night Watchman, 52
 Night Job, 60
World War I
 Button War, 71
 Winnie’s Great War, 81
World War II
 Book of Pearl, 94
 Fly Girls, 27
 Jazz Owls, 93
 Lifeboat 12, 76

 Orphan Band of Springdale, 83
 Ruby in the Ruins, 61
 Thirty Minutes over Oregon, 26
 What the Night Sings, 102
Wright, Elsie
 Fairy Spell, 26
Wright, Richard
 Seeing into Tomorrow, 41
Writers and Writing
 Brave Jane Austen, 31
 Front Desk, 89
 House of Dreams, 32
 Mary Shelley, 31
 Poet X, 89
 Seeing into Tomorrow, 41

X
Xenophobia
 Unwanted, 33

Y
Yoga
 Learning to Breathe, 98
Yousafzai, Malala
 Free as a Bird, 34

Z
Zoos
 All That I Can Fix, 91
Zulus
 When Mama Braids My Hair, 46
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