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From the Editor

In this issue of Resources for 
Gender and Women’s Studies, 

a political science professor 
discusses texts on gender in politics 
that were published during the 
2016 presidential election season 
(pp. 1–5); a library dean reviews a 
surprisingly compelling read about 
how “money and class drove the 
nature of women’s organizations” 
from the late 19th century through 
the 1960s (pp. 6–7); a book about 
gender is deemed unworthy of its 
publisher’s praise (pp. 8–9); and a 
memoir by a feminist cultural critic  
is recommended as literature 
(pp. 10–11).

In addition, Karla Strand reviews 
reference works, we point out some 

intriguing podcasts, and we find a 
journal on aging with a special issue 
devoted to women and gender.

This is officially our spring issue, by 
the way, even though it’s going to 
press at half past summer. A huge 
summer–fall issue in just a few 
months will wrap up 2018 with more 
than a dozen reviews, including one 
in a format we’ve never featured 
before. Watch for it!

JoAnne Lehman

P.S. Would you like to find Resources 
for Gender and Women’s Studies 
in your university library? You can 
use the form at the back of this 
issue to encourage your librarian to 
subscribe.
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Books
Red, White, and Blue Glass Ceilings: Women, Gender, and Politics

BY LILLY J. GOREN

Nancy L. Cohen, Breakthrough: The Making of America’s First Woman President. Counterpoint, 2016. 325 pp. bibl. index. $26.00, ISBN 978-
1619026117.

Danny Hayes and Jennifer L. Lawless, Women on the Run: Gender, Media, and Political Campaigns in a Polarized Era. Cambridge University 
Press, 2016. 196 pp. bibl. index. pap., $24.99, ISBN 978-1107535862.

Monika L. McDermott, Masculinity, Femininity, and American Political Behavior. Oxford University Press, 2016. 256 pp. notes. bibl. index. 
pap., $29.95, ISBN 978-0190462819.

Jay Newton-Small, Broad Influence: How Women Are Changing the Way America Works. Time Books, 2016. 240 pp. bibl. index. $27.95, ISBN 
978-1618931559.

Andi Zeisler, We Were Feminists Once: From Riot Grrrl to CoverGirl®, the Buying and Selling of a Political Movement. Public Affairs/Perseus 
Books Group, 2016. 304 pp. notes. index. pap., $16.99, ISBN 978-1610397735.

Books being published now on 
gender and politics — or gender 

in politics — should all come with the 
disclaimer that the biggest book on 
this topic was written by the woman 
who broke a number of glass ceilings, 
even though she didn’t become pres-
ident of the United States in 2016: 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. Clinton’s 
What Happened, much like Clinton 
herself as a fixture in our political and 
popular culture, became a flashpoint 
in discussions of gender and poli-
tics in 2017.1 It was hard not to pay 
attention to her book, even when 
commentators critiqued it without 
reading it. Clinton approached many 
of the themes that the authors of the 
books under review here also take up. 

The books under consideration in 
this essay have different audiences, 
although all share an effort to make 
sense of the American political 
landscape and the ways women — 
as voters, citizens, activists, office 
holders, candidates, and leaders 
in the private sector — fit into that 
landscape, participate in it, engage 
with it, shape it, change it, or are 
changed by it. 

These texts vary in their approaches 
to analysis and in the methodology 
they employ. Clinton’s own reflec-
tions engage with many of the ideas 
these authors explore; she may even 
have been aided by some of the same 
research. 

 The book most closely allied with 
Clinton’s in both style and, to a 
degree, substance, is Nancy L. Co-
hen’s Breakthrough: The Making of 
America’s First Woman President, 
which was written between 2014 and 
2016. In her conclusion to Break-
through, Cohen writes that “we have 
seen that for all intents and purposes, 
the double standard is dead. Gender 
bias is no longer the reason America 
hasn’t yet elevated a woman to the 
Oval Office.... A woman can now be 
president of the United States. And 
that is progress” (p. 279). Clinton 
drew a slightly but not completely 
different conclusion in What Hap-
pened: “What do we do now? Keep 
going.”2 

Cohen writes from an optimistic 
perspective, exploring, through 
myriad interviews with male and 
female elected officials, politicians, 

voters, and candidates, what might 
make the 2016 election cycle differ-
ent from previous cycles and bring 
a woman into the White House. She 
uses interviews with well-known 
elected officials to explore a narrative 
about the difficulties women have 
faced historically in running for office 
in the U.S. Integrating popular press 
articles, political science literature, 
and biographies of politicians and 
candidates, she unpacks and frames 
the dialogue from her interviews. 
Unlike some of the other texts under 
review here, this is not a heavily 
footnoted academic analysis of wom-
en in politics as much as a snapshot 
of some of the shifts and changes that 
made it possible for a woman, namely 
Hillary Clinton, to run for president 
in 2016. 

Breakthrough is written for a broad 
audience, with references throughout 
to the debates about qualifications 
for office that dominated the birth 
of the nation in the late 1700s. The 
optimism that dominates the book 
feels out of place, though, given that 
Clinton wasn’t elected president 
(even with millions more votes), 
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and given that we are now living 
through what may be the apex of the 
#MeToo movement while the current 
administration is notable for its lack 
of women in appointed office. Had 
Clinton won, this book — especially 
its tone and spirit — might make 
more sense.

Jay Newton-Small’s Broad Influence: 
How Women Are Changing the Way 
America Works, also written for a 
broad audience, is accessible and 
interesting. Broad Influence grew 
out of Newton-Small’s story in Time 
about the bipartisan group of female 
senators who came together in 2013 
to negotiate an end to the govern-
ment shutdown. In many ways, the 
structure of Broad Influence parallels 
that of Breakthrough as it integrates 
interviews (with policymakers, pol-
iticians, elected officials, and pow-
erful members of the private sector) 
with material from media stories, 
political science and policy research, 
journal articles, and related books. 
Newton-Small also extends her work 
beyond the confines of elected office 
and politics to the judiciary branch, 
the military, law enforcement, and 
the private sector. 

Broad Influence explores how wom-
en make their way into positions of 
power — and exactly what happens 
then. Newton-Small asks what 
difference it makes to have women 
at the table, in the board room, or 
on the submarine, and how many 
women it takes for changes to occur 
in decision making, outcomes, or 
impacts. This fascinating study will 
be useful in many fields, including 
business, political science, public 
policy, women’s and gender studies, 
sociology, criminal justice, military 
studies, and the law.3 

Newton-Small’s compelling the-
sis responds to common questions: 

Does it make a difference to integrate 
women? What is that difference? Is it 
a net asset or a liability? Her research 
suggests that including women in 
meager numbers is disadvantageous 
all around, but that once “critical 
mass” (20%–30%) is reached, shifts 
in the treatment of female colleagues 
are perceptible. Moreover, gender 
diversity in the workplace is not only 
measurable but also significantly 
beneficial. 

A useful, although more academic, 
text to read alongside Broad Influ-
ence is Mothers and Others: The Role 
of Parenthood in Politics, edited by 
Melanee Thomas and Amanda Bit-
tner.4 Highlighting the complicated 
issue of being a mother in different 
countries and situations and es-
pecially in the workforce, this text 
makes Newton-Small’s argument 
more complex. The issue is not just 
integrating women into the work 
environment with opportunities 
for their careers to flourish, but also 
dismantling barriers in predominant-
ly male workplaces that traditionally 
have not needed to integrate women 
or take motherhood into account. 
Mothers and Others examines these 
issues from a host of perspectives, 
although it focuses mostly on the 
political workplace. 

A third title that falls more within 
the realm of popular press than of 
academic publishing is Andi Zeisler’s 
We Were Feminists Once: From Riot 
Grrrl to CoverGirl®, the Buying and 
Selling of a Political Movement. The 
focus of this political text is squarely 
on what has happened to the feminist 
movement itself, especially in terms 
of neoliberal cooptation. The book is 
an accessible overview of contempo-
rary issues that have been swirling 
around the movement as popular 
culture has become a forum in which 
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feminist tropes are explored. Zeis-
ler’s critique is not optimistic, per se, 
in the way Cohen’s analysis was in 
Breakthrough. In a sense, Zeisler may 
be providing the flip-side argument. 

Zeisler examines many of the pop 
culture platforms where she, over the 
years, has analyzed feminist incli-
nations, opportunities, and explo-
rations. Looking at film, advertising, 
fashion, television, and celebrity 
culture, she highlights some of the 
“progress” that has been made but 
also underscores the frustratingly 
static situation with regard to gender 
equity in many of these venues. Even 
where feminist progress can be noted 
— in blockbuster films like Brides-
maids, for example, or hit television 
shows like The Mindy Project or Girls 
— there has been a pesky inequality 
of response. Writers and creators 
are inevitably made to defend the 
feminist credentials of their charac-
ters and narratives in ways creators, 
showrunners, directors, and writers 
of other successful projects never are. 

We Were Feminists Once explores 
what Zeisler calls marketplace fem-
inism, centering her concern that 
feminism has become a brand that 
consumer culture uses to coopt both 
women and men and whose goal is 
not really equality but rather the 
monetization of an image of equali-
ty. The book compares perceptions 
of feminist moves or narratives or 
presentations to actual efforts that 
move toward the goal of equality. 
Zeisler unpacks not only market-
place and pop-culture cooptation of 
feminism, but also such academic 
concepts as postfeminism, neoliber-
alism, and empowerment, as well as 
partisan politics — all of which have 
changed understandings of feminism 
in American culture. “Feminism has 
to evolve,” Zeisler says, “and capi-

talizing on its ideology without any 
action effectively stunts that prog-
ress” (p. 256). This is the conundrum 
she sees in our culture: feminism 
as a brand is limited in its ability to 
achieve real feminist goals. While 
Zeisler does not suggest that popular 
culture can’t engage with feminism, 
she does advocate for critically exam-
ining pop culture’s representations of 
feminism in light of those goals.

The final two books in this grouping 
are more traditionally academic, 
focusing on distinct areas of political 
science research. Women on the Run: 
Gender, Media, and Political Cam-
paigns in a Polarized Era examines 
some of the myths and realities sur-
rounding women who run for office 
in the United States. Authors Danny 
Hayes and Jennifer L. Lawless try to 
dispel what they see as the myth that 
women are treated differently — or 
in a sexist or misogynistic manner 
— on the campaign trail. (The author 
of What Happened might disagree 
with them.) Noting that women are 
numerically underrepresented in 
elected office in the U.S., Hayes and 
Lawless point to a general sense in 
the media and among the public that 
politics is “uniquely inhospitable” 
to women. Much of their book then 
tries to demonstrate the many ways 
female candidates are equal to male 
candidates in this political system. A 
major component of their argument 
is that, in the highly polarized land-
scape of contemporary U.S. partisan 
politics, the sex of a candidate is not 
nearly as important as which party 
that candidate represents. 

Hayes and Lawless are clear that they 
do not think gender bias is complete-
ly absent in American politics. They 
note that “structural and institutional 
conditions make it more difficult for 
women to enter politics in the first 
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place, as do gender inequalities in 
patterns of candidate recruitment.... 
Women undoubtedly encounter 
sexism on the campaign trail” (p. 8). 
But the data they present in Women 
on the Run emphasize the many ways 
in which the political landscape has 
evened out for candidates who are 
women. It should be noted that their 
study concentrates on the experience 
of running for elected office, not the 
experience of serving once elected, 
which is much more the purview of 
Newton-Small’s Broad Influence and 
some of the chapters in Thomas and 
Bittner’s Mothers and Others. While 
Newton-Small’s research indicates 
that there may be different out-
comes when there is a critical mass of 
women in office, Hayes and Lawless 
argue that men and women campaign 
similarly, speak similarly, and pay 
attention to more or less the same 
issues; that the coverage of their 
campaigns is nearly identical; and 
that differences in campaigns are due 
not to the sex of the candidate but to 
party affiliation (p. 35). 

Hayes and Lawless use both qualita-
tive and quantitative data and focus 
more on legislative than on presiden-
tial races. This is also why some con-
clusions drawn in Women on the Run 
are at odds with what Clinton reports 
she experienced while running for 
president. Even though Clinton had 
run for her Senate seat twice, What 
Happened focuses more on her two 
runs for the White House as well 
as her experience of her husband’s 
presidential races. Hayes and Lawless 
have an interesting challenge, given 
that their data suggest an almost 
level playing field, to explain why so 
few women hold elected office in the 
U.S. Their conclusions suggest that 
perceptions about sexism, bias, and 
misogyny contribute to this under-
representation. 

Monika L. McDermott focuses on a 
different dimension of gender and 
politics in Masculinity, Femininity, 
and American Political Behavior. 
Like Women on the Run, this text is 
data-rich and well sourced, review-
ing much of the literature on person-
alities and political behavior and ex-
plaining the role of personality types 
and their interactions with partisan 
choices and engagement. Hayes and 
Lawless do explore voters’ under-
standings about a candidate’s sex, 
but McDermott delves more deep-
ly, asking how expectations about 
gender play into voting choices — and 
into voters’ thinking about the kinds 
of power elected officials will be 
using and the kinds of decisions they 
will be making. McDermott’s analysis 
is a useful companion to Meredith 
Conroy’s Masculinity, Media, and 
the American Presidency.5 While 
Conroy focuses on the media evalua-
tion of masculine traits demonstrated 
by presidential candidates, McDer-
mott analyzes how people think 
about gendered traits and how their 
own personality traits propel their 
political thinking and behavior. 

McDermott assesses both gender and 
sex expectations, noting that while 
much of the research “demonstrates 
separate roles for sex and gender in 
determining attitudes and behav-
ior,” she anticipates that “gendered 
personalities will play a role distinct 
from, and even more powerful than, 
biological sex in influencing polit-
ical opinions and actions” (p. 28). 
The book explores this hypothesis to 
determine how gendered personality 
expectations will interact between 
voters and candidates or office-
holders, especially in the context of 
partisan or ideological disposition. 
Concepts of masculinity and feminin-
ity are not always dissected clearly in 
discourse, but they are in this study. 
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In clarifying the concepts in terms 
of both a voter’s expectation and a 
politician’s presentation and actions, 
McDermott explores the connection 
between ideological inclinations and 
the role of gender and sex in politics. 

As we continue to consider the broad 
contours of gender and politics, 
feminism, American political and 
popular culture, and how and where 

voters find themselves in 2018, all 
of these books can help us under-
stand controversies around voters 
and perceptions, candidates and the 
media, the role of gender and sex, 
and motherhood and parenthood in 
politics. They also delve into long-
standing concerns about the feminist 
movement, neoliberalism, capital-
ism, cooptation, and progress. 

And, like the question in Hillary Clin-
ton’s book title, these books explore 
not only what happened in 2016, but 
what has happened in the past and 
what might happen in the future in 
terms of politics and gender.

NOTES

1. Hillary Rodham Clinton, What Happened (Simon and Schuster, 2017).

2. Clinton, p. 404.

3. I really enjoyed reading this book and immediately recommended it to colleagues who teach business and management, as well as 
those in the STEM fields, policy and political science, sociology, and gender and women’s studies.

4. Melanee Thomas and Amanda Bittner, eds., Mothers and Others: The Role of Parenthood in Politics (University of British Columbia Press, 
2017).

5. Meredith Conroy, Masculinity, Media, and the American Presidency (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015).

[Lilly J. Goren is a professor of political science and global studies at Carroll University in Waukesha, Wisconsin. She is co-editor, with Justin 
Vaughn, of Women and the White House: Gender, Popular Culture, and Presidential Politics (University Press of Kentucky, 2012), and has 
authored and edited other texts on women, gender, and politics.]

Miriam Greenwnwald
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Bankrolling the Movement

BY SARAH M. PRITCHARD

Joan Marie Johnson, Funding Feminism: Monied Women, Philanthropy, and the Women’s Movement, 1870–1967. University of North Carolina 
Press, 2017. (Gender and American Culture series.) 320 pp. notes. bibl. index. $39.95, ISBN 978-1469634692.

This is a remarkable book. Despite covering seemingly 
well-trodden historical territory, it provides a fresh 

framework and a compelling new synthesis for the major 
issues and actors that have defined the women’s move-
ment for almost a century. Johnson shows how money and 
class drove the nature of women’s organizations and their 
strategies for action in four closely connected domains. 
She has heavily documented her work, yet the book is 
quite a page-turner. It will have value as a historical ref-
erence, as a text in academic courses (in political science 
or sociology as well as women’s history), and even as a 
selection in avocational reading groups since the personal 
stories are vividly brought to life and the book can be read 
in segments. At a broader level, it is a relevant model and a 
reminder for feminist organizing of the modern day: What 
does it take to make a movement? How do we fund activ-
ism via the agency of political, educational, and cultural 
organizations? 

Funding Feminism develops a thorough analysis of four 
areas foundational to women’s independence: suffrage, 
employment equity, education, and reproductive rights. 
Johnson’s linking of these areas, both at a philosophi-
cal level and via the crosscutting engagement of specif-
ic wealthy women, is especially effective. The fraught 
relationships among wealthy women, middle-class 
organizers, and working-class women are a dominant 
aspect throughout. Johnson shows how money was used a 
century ago in the same ways it is today: for direct pow-
er, indirect control of an agenda, social improvement, 
political coercion, and individual autonomy. Women of 
wealth experienced sexism and lack of control in their 
own spheres, and many were motivated and able to seek 
permanent change.

Johnson’s excellent introduction lays out the key top-
ics and overarching themes, yet it does not eclipse the 
remarkably detailed and engaging narrative that unfolds 
chapter by chapter. The sequence of chapters is guided 
by the four broad topical areas and follows an approxi-
mate chronological order. This allows the reader to see the 
effects of national political changes, the development of 
women’s organizations, and the influence each of the four 

movements had on the others. The linkages among the 
issues, even if not directly through the same organizations 
or in the same locations, create a rich and comprehensible 
fabric. Johnson’s work also stands as a chronicle of the 
evolving trends in philanthropy in the U.S., from a focus 
on individual welfare to one on larger-scale social change 
and government reform.

Johnson shows that the historiography of these move-
ments reflects contrasting theories of feminism and wom-
en’s history. Is empowerment of women as independent 
individuals the political goal, or is it more important to the 
nation to advance women for their central role in “social 
motherhood”? This is a familiar duality of equality versus 
protectionism. Funding Feminism shows that the conflicts 
in women’s organizations derived not only from these 
philosophical differences but also from class and family 
status, as well as from the criticality of financial backing, 
which threw diverse women into collaboration. Women’s 
organizations and individual leaders constantly needed 
money and public visibility in a society where women, 
regardless of class, had no control over either. The conflicts 
between personal and bureaucratic goals and the internal 
power struggles that resulted were a threat to the fragile 
class coalition, especially in women’s drive for suffrage.

Johnson’s study looks at the work of organizations in 
tandem with the lives and choices of individual leaders and 
funders, showing how local relationships and common 
goals could, to some degree, overcome class differences. 
The tales of particular women and their connections read 
like a Who’s Who of Gilded Age and early 20th-century 
prestige and wealth. However, there are also fascinating 
stories of less well-known women, friends of the promi-
nent wealthy who became key players in networks span-
ning organizations and cities. Several high-profile women 
— for example, Katharine Dexter McCormick and Phoebe 
Appleton Hearst — actively funded multiple areas.

Across the four separate issue areas, there were con-
trasting approaches to wealth and politics in the pursuit 
of organizational goals. Concrete differences are traced 
in the suffrage movement, the drive for women’s higher 
education, the campaigns to improve the labor condi-
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tions of working women, and the quest for reproductive 
rights. In the chapters on education, for example, Johnson 
distinguishes the tactics of altruistic and coercive philan-
thropy as she examines the founding of women’s colleges 
and then the pressure on men’s colleges to admit wom-
en. She documents and revalorizes women’s own role in 
founding and directing colleges, countering the erroneous 
attribution, even in recent historical scholarship, of those 
achievements to men. Through multiple case studies, she 
shows the struggles for control of institutions for women 
and the mixed attempts to achieve coeducation at men’s 
schools through the power of financial backers.

In her final chapters, Johnson draws clear connections 
between the birth control movement and the movements 

related to suffrage, labor, and education. This section elu-
cidates more idiosyncratic strategies both in funding and 
in public activism, as shown first in the work of Margaret 
Sanger and Planned Parenthood and then in the focused 
scientific research and private financial support that led to 
the birth control pill. 

The impact of race and ethnic differences is given the most 
analysis in the chapters on labor, economic advocacy, 
and trade unions, but it is not examined in depth; race is 
filtered more through the lens of class than portrayed as a 
direct driver of political or social action. Wealthy women 
of color who might have played roles similar to those of 
white philanthropists are not discussed.

An epilogue brings the book up to the present era, showing 
the persistence of the same historical issues and organiza-
tional challenges as well as the growth in recent decades of 
new forms of feminist philanthropy.

An extensive bibliography lists primary and secondary 
sources both historical and contemporary. The range of 
materials consulted for this study is impressive and opens 
many avenues for further inquiry. The index is disappoint-
ing, however, as it is not as complete as warranted by a 
book of this depth. It covers only name references (persons 
and organizations), has almost no subject indexing, and 
does not index some major proper names found in the text 
(two examples in the same chapter are Havelock Ellis and 
Dorothy Brush).

Overall this work contributes well-argued revisionist in-
sights into how specific women’s organizations developed 
their capacity and strategy and into how money, more 
than ideology, drove them in distinct directions. Funding 
Feminism is a truly important analysis of major women’s 
organizations of the era. Given the prodigious level of doc-
umentation, it is remarkable that the narrative thread does 
not get lost or dulled. Johnson brings an original and uni-
fying perspective to core political and social movements 
and influential people who, in effect, redistributed wealth 
to shape the history of women in the United States. This is 
a valuable work that belongs in all academic collections as 
well as in large public libraries and specialized collections 
on local history, women’s organizations, and American 
history.

[Sarah M. Pritchard is the Dean of Libraries at Northwestern University. She has had a long career in women’s studies librarianship, especially 
during prior positions at Smith College and the Library of Congress. Although she currently is at the same university as the author reviewed 
and has worked at institutions philanthropically connected to some of the women discussed in the book, the opinions expressed in this 
review are hers alone.]
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The publisher’s hype about Judith 
Roof’s What Gender Is, What 

Gender Does promises an earth-
quake. It pitches the work as a 
“forceful new paradigm for consider-
ing genders” and a “major interven-
tion in stagnant theoretical debates 
on gender in its twenty-first century 
permutations” (back cover). Unfor-
tunately, that promise is the most 
engaging piece of the entire work; the 
book itself fails to deliver a paradigm 
shift or even a compelling critique of 
the current paradigm.  

The paradigm against which Roof 
positions What Gender Is, What 
Gender Does is the Butlerian sys-
tem of performativity — but that 
would be Butler of Gender Trouble, 
almost thirty years ago. (The “con-
temporary” pop-culture material 
referenced is also outdated by about 
twenty years: Shrek, My Big Fat 
Greek Wedding, Sam Raimi’s Spi-
der-Man films, etc.) Parts of the book 
were previously published in journals 
in 2005 and 2006, and it shows. The 
claim of intervention doesn’t make 
sense in relation to Butler’s contem-
porary writing, or even to Undoing 
Gender (2004), especially given that 
Roof’s theoretical foundation is also 
based in Freud, Lacan, Foucault, 
Deleuze, and Guattari. It’s hard to 
read Roof’s claim that Gender Trou-
ble “appears to provide a feminist 
(Witting, Kristeva), psychoanalytical 
(Freudian), and Foucauldian account 
of gendering (and not of genders), 
while never really providing one” (p. 
31) without a tinge of irony.

So this, according to Roof, is what 
gender is: “No one has a gender; 
gender is the constant and provision-
al adjustment an individual makes 
among objects, desires, and identi-
fications in relation to the primary 
positions it has taken in relation to 
the question of all or not all, lover 
or beloved” (pp. 19–20). And this is 
what genders do: “they provide the 
registers through which individu-
als can resolve the relation between 
psychical and social systems, finding 
vectors of desire and identification 
that persistently resolve lack and 
difference and by which their drives 
find purchase” (p. 19). It is an open, 
machinic process that cannot be 
viewed from the outside, perpetually 
responding to innumerable catalysts 
and ever changing. Roof provides an 
ideal representation of this chimeric 
system in the form of a moving holo-
gram, “in which the various dynam-
ics and attitudes shift, veer, alter, and 
recombine to produce a flickering, 
multi-dimensional, animated, ulti-
mately synthetic display” (p. 241).

The book is structured into eight 
chapters built around what Roof calls 
grounding dynamics, or “regimes,” 
of gender: “dynamics, slants, and/
or filters organized around actions, 
vectors, attitudes (in the aeronautical 
sense), and motifs,” which “do not 
constitute the categories of anything 
like a finished ‘product’ or status” 
(pp. 6–7). These regimes include 
time, attitude, sexuation, and desire. 
Although Roof is adamant that the 
book “IS NOT SIMPLY AN EXTEND-

ED LIST OF CATEGORIES, NOR IS IT 
AN EXPANDED TAXONOMY” (p. 35, 
emphasis in original), it’s not clear 
how categorizing regimes, registers, 
dynamics, etc. of gendering ulti-
mately avoids expanding taxonomies 
of gender. 

In addition to its disorienting presen-
tation of poststructural pop-culture 
analysis as a forceful new paradigm, 
this book also demonstrates an 
inability to take transgender lives 
and experiences into account. At one 
point Roof even cites, in passing, 
the coming out of Ellen DeGeneres 
and Rosie O’Donnell as evidence of 
how popular culture “mainstreamed 
transgender” in the late 1990s 

What What Gender Is, What Gender Does Doesn’t Do

BY CECIL LEIGH WILSON

Judith Roof, What Gender Is, What Gender Does. University of Minnesota Press, 2016. 288 pp. notes. filmography. index. pap., $27.00, ISBN 
978-0816698585.
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(p. 57), a laughable if not infuriating 
claim to anyone who has been trans 
in the current century.

Roof’s conclusion further takes con-
descending and hugely generalizing 
shots at young trans and queer activ-
ists, absurdly claiming that “because 
they have been tricked by gender 
variety and identity positions...they 
cannot even conceive of patriarchy 
and its adherent sexism, colonialism, 

and racism, or its model for capi-
talism” (p. 247). I have to wonder 
how many young activists Roof could 
have spoken with in good faith before 
drawing such a conclusion. Such 
blunders seriously undermine what-
ever credibility this “intervention” 
manages to establish and are the pri-
mary factor pushing my assessment 
of the book from “underwhelming” 
to “counterproductive.”

Ultimately, What Gender Is, What 
Gender Does is a fairly standard 
poststructuralist account of gender 
posing as a radical disruption of the 
same, notable mostly for its igno-
rance of transgender realities. Do not 
recommend.

[Cecil Leigh Wilson is a doctoral candidate in Slavic languages and literatures at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.]

Miriam Greenwnwald
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Feminism as Literature, Memoir as Poetry

BY JOANNE LEHMAN

Roxane Gay, Hunger: A Memoir of (My) Body. HarperCollins, 2017. 320 pp. $25.00, ISBN 978-0062362599; pap., $16.99, ISBN 978-0062420718.

Feminist essayist and cultur-
al critic Roxane Gay reached 

bestselling status with her collection 
Bad Feminist a few years ago after 
publishing fiction to high acclaim.1 
In 2017 she upped her output again, 
not only with a short story collection2 
but also with the deeply vulnerable, 
exquisitely crafted, and powerfully 
affecting Hunger: A Memoir of (My) 
Body. 

When she began to write this mem-
oir, Gay was “certain the words 
would come easily, the way they 
usually do.” But that’s not how it 
went: “I’ve cut myself wide open. I 
am exposed. That is not comfortable. 
That is not easy” (pp. 4–5).

Not comfortable, not easy; but 
Gay’s painfully extracted words are 
deployed with beauty and grace 
in this poetic work of prose litera-
ture. There’s her deft use of biblical 
allusion (“My body was broken,” p. 
21). There’s her rhythmic repeti-
tion (“I don’t want to be defined.... I 
don’t want...to be consumed.... [Yet] 
I don’t want to be silent,” p. 38). 
There are her powerful arrangements 
of plain and simple words: “In my 
history of violence, there was a boy. I 
loved him” (p. 41). The book’s struc-
ture is intriguing: 6 larger, untitled 
divisions that group 88 numbered 
segments ranging from short, rever-
berating prose poems to full essays 
critiquing weight-loss culture and 
its associated reality TV shows. Any 
number of sections would be power-
ful to read aloud.

That boy Gay loved: he and his friends 
raped her when she was 12. That 
“history of violence” will always be 
background to her life and key to her 
relationship with her body. “Before 
this terrible thing happened, I had 
already started to lose my body,” she 
writes. But after it happened, she 
turned her body into a fortress so no 
one else could control it:

I do not know why I turned to 

food. Or I do. I was lonely and 

scared and food offered an imme-

diate satisfaction. Food offered 

comfort when I needed to be 

comforted and did not know how 

to ask for what I needed from those 

who loved me. Food tasted good 

and made me feel better. Food was 

the one thing within my reach. (p. 

53)

I didn’t care about getting fat. I 

wanted to be fat, to be big, to be 

ignored by men, to be safe. (p. 84)

Food, hunger, weight gain and loss, 
a body under and out of control, a 
culture screwed up about all of the 
above, and a woman trying to find 
and heal herself “[i]n the after” (p. 
79) of rape — these are the themes 
threading through Gay’s memoir of 
(her) body. She may use plain and 
simple words, but her meanings are 
layered and complex. And complicat-
ed. She does not, for instance, claim 
to be wholly of one mind about the 
highly fraught and feminist issues 
around weight loss and size accep-
tance. “I have been accused of being 
full of self-loathing and of being 
fat-phobic,” she says. “There is truth 
to the former accusation and I reject 
the latter” (p. 153).

To be clear, the fat acceptance 

movement is important, affirm-

ing, and profoundly necessary, 

but I also believe that part of fat 

acceptance is accepting that some 

of us struggle with body image and 

haven’t reached a place of peace 

and unconditional self-acceptance. 

(p. 153)
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This book’s complicated take on these 
issues could be the basis for rich 
discussions in gender and women’s 
studies courses, especially those 
focused on women and their bodies. 

The entire work is a compelling and 
lyrical read that could deeply enrich 
a course in literature or a creative 
nonfiction writing workshop. And 
if someone hasn’t already thought 

of using Hunger in a writing class 
cross-listed with gender and wom-
en’s studies, someone definitely 
should.

NOTES

1. Bad Feminist: Essays was published by Harper Perennial in 2014. Her fiction included the novel An Untamed State (2001) and the short 
story collection Ayiti (2011, reissued by Grove Press in 2018).

2. The 2017 short story collection is Difficult Women, published by Grove Press. She then edited an anthology of essays, Not That Bad: 
Dispatches from Rape Culture, which came out in May 2018. Gay is also a contributing opinion writer for the New York Times.

[JoAnne Lehman edits Resources for Gender and Women’s Studies: A Feminist Review.]

Miriam Greenwnwald
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REVIEWED BY KARLA J. STRAND

Poverty and Health, Actually

Ann O’Leary and Paula M. Frew, eds., Poverty in the United States: 
Women’s Voices. Springer International Publishing, 2017. 234 pp. 
index. $119.99, ISBN 978-3319438313; ebook, $89.00, ISBN 978-
3319438337.

Although you wouldn’t know it from its title, this slim 
volume focuses on how poverty and related struc-

tural inequities affect women’s health in the U.S. A more 
descriptive title such as Poverty and Health in the United 
States: Women’s Voices or Poverty in the United States: 
Women’s Health could have drawn more attention to this 
useful coverage of an underresearched topic. This vol-
ume resulted from a study by the HIV Prevention Trials 
Network that investigated the prevention of HIV among 
women in the U.S. and found poverty to be widespread 
among the participants.

Topics in the volume range from food insecurity, substance 
use, gun violence, and neighborhood and housing issues to 
the qualitative methodology used in the study, exploring 
how poverty intersects with these issues to affect women’s 
health. The book’s contributors are mainly academics but 
include some medical professionals and activists. 

The first chapter provides a useful introduction to the 
study, including rationale, design, procedures, and find-
ings. It was found that poverty had an enormous impact 
on the lives of study participants, who were found to 
suffer from PTSD “on the order of returning war veterans 
during the Vietnam era” (p. 7). Participants also reported 
other risk factors, such as unprotected sexual activity, 
drug use, food insecurity, and abusive relationships (p. 
6). HIV incidence in the study group was high, suggesting 
that researchers successfully identified women at risk for 
HIV acquisition for this study (pp. 6–7). HIV incidence in 
this group was similar to estimates among adults in some 
sub-Saharan African countries (p. 7).

The second chapter, which describes the study’s research 
methodology, will be valuable to other researchers want-
ing to incorporate qualitative methods in their own work. 
The rest of the chapters examine the intersections of food 
insecurity, substance use, relationships, gun violence, and 
sex work with poverty and women’s health. Many provoc-
ative quotations from study participants are included, and 
each chapter has an extensive list of references. 

This resource is intended primarily for graduate students 
or research and policy professionals. Strong optional pur-
chase for libraries supporting women’s studies, HIV/AIDS 
prevention, or social policy programs or initiatives.

Studying the Selling of Sex 

Marlene Spanger and May-Len Skilbrei, eds., Prostitution Research 
in Context: Methodology, Representation, and Power. Routledge, 
2017. 176 pp. index. $150.00, ISBN 978-113890489; ebook, $57.95, 
ISBN 978-1315692586; rental also available.

This thin monograph, the second in a series from 
Routledge called Interdisciplinary Studies in Sex for 

Sale, fulfills the series editors’ goals of being international 
and innovative. The first volume in the series was Erotic 
Performance and Spectatorship: New Frontiers in Erotic 
Dance (2016); subsequent ones include Assessing Prosti-
tution Policies in Europe (2017), Policing the Sex Industry 
(2017), and Understanding Sex for Sale (2018).

The ten essays in this book are grouped under three 
headings: “Manoeuvring in a Politicised Research Field,” 
“Researching for, about, and with Sex Workers,” and 
“Dangerous Positions? Establishing the Research Field 
of Sex for Sale.” Contributors include academics from 
Denmark, Hong Kong, the U.K., New Zealand, the 
Netherlands, Norway, and the U.S. (an emeritus professor 
from Johns Hopkins), each bringing to the work their own 
exper iences with methods and theory as well as affect 
and reflexivity. Their adept inclusion of case studies will 
help readers apply the practices and ideas to their own 
research, even if that research is outside the arena of sex 
work. By revealing some of the “contested methodological 
discussions” and the not-often-discussed emotional 
and ethical considerations in this field, the editors hope 
to “strengthen development of the ways in which it is 
possible and permissible to research sex for sale” (p. 13).

The volume’s essays focus on applying feminist frame-
works and participatory methodologies, centering and 
representing sex workers in research, and meeting the 
various personal and systemic challenges of conducting 
research in this area. In the opening chapter, the editors 
introduce the book more as an exploration of the po-
liticization of sex work research than as a methodology 
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handbook — an exploration that questions the voices, 
participation, and representation of sex workers in this 
kind of research. A feminist epistemological lens is applied 
throughout, and the multidisciplinarity and complexity 
of sex work research are clear in chapters discussing the 
history and politicization of sex work research (Chapter 
2, pp. 20–32); the situation of knowledge production in 
sex work research (Chapter 3, pp. 33–46); uncertainty 
and assumptions in sex work policy-making (Chapter 4, 
pp. 47-63); the use of “photovoice” as a participatory 
action research (PAR) method that centers sex workers in 
research (Chapter 7, pp. 101–122); fieldwork challenges 
in researching sex work (Chapter 8, pp. 125–140); inter-
sections of personal experience and bias among sex work 
researchers and the importance of “empirically rooted 
reflection” (p. 153) in knowledge production (Chapter 9, 
pp. 141–156); and negotiations of discomfort and power 
in conducting fieldwork in a sex industry (Chapter 10, pp. 
157–172).

Each unique chapter/essay will draw the reader in. Among 
the most interesting and useful are those about working 
directly with sex workers. In Chapter 6, “Collaborative 
Research with Sex Workers,” Carol Harrington emphasizes 
the use of standpoint theory and the participation of sex 
workers and sex work organizations in sex work research; 
this is viewed as “the best ethical and epistemological 
model for research because it more accurately reflects 

their point of view” (p. 86). Against the backdrop of public 
health research in New Zealand, Harrington describes how 
sex workers themselves have become central to knowledge 
production in sex work research there and praises feminist 
scholars’ insistence on privileging the voices of sex work-
ers. Including sex workers in PAR methods is not with-
out its challenges though, as Harrington points out (pp. 
91–92). In Chapter 5 (pp. 67–84), Lorraine Nencel looks 
critically at PAR methods in sex work research to explain 
why this practice is the most ethical and inclusive way to 
conduct such research. Throughout the volume, the theo-
retical research of such scholars such Haraway, Bourdieu, 
and Foucault is drawn upon, as are the contributors’ own 
experiences in the field.

A hardcover edition was reviewed for this article, but its 
price may be unrealistic for some academic libraries; the 
ebook may be more economical. Either way, this would be 
a beneficial purchase for any institution with a robust gen-
der and women’s studies program or scholars taking on 
the challenge of researching sex work. Also recommended 
for anyone studying feminist qualitative methodologies — 
and PAR in particular — since it includes valuable explana-
tions of the importance of these frameworks for research 
about any historically underrepresented or underserved 
population.

[Karla J. Strand is the gender and women’s studies librarian for the University of Wisconsin System.]
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Podcasts

RACIST SANDWICH
The catchphrase for Racist Sandwich, a  podcast out of 
Portland, Oregon, is “Food x Race x Class x Gender,” 
and the show “serves up a perspective that you don’t 
hear often: that both food and the ways we consume, 
create, and interpret it can be political.” A new episode 
is produced every few weeks. Meet the hosts and 
producers and see the complete list of episodes at www.
racistsandwich.com; listen/subscribe via a podcast or 
music app.

In an October 2017 gender-focused bonus episode 
titled “Fuck the Patriarchy” (racistsandwich.com/
episodes/2017/10/25/bonus-episode-fuck-the-
patriarchy), hosts Soleil Ho and Zahir Janmohamed 
“discuss the sexual harassment allegations against the 
famous restaurateur John Besh, as well as their own 
experiences encountering sexual harassment in their 
respective work environments. They also discuss the 
complicity around sexual harassment and why more has 
not been done to combat this problem.” 

Back in June 2016, Dr. Kate Cairns addressed “Food & 
Femininity” (racistsandwich.com/episodes/2016/6/29/
e5-food-femininity-with-dr-kate-cairns), talking about 
“her research on how foodwork—the researching, buying, 
and preparation of food—plays into modern ideas of what 
it means to be a good, responsible woman.”

WHAT WOULD A FEMINIST DO?
Columnist Jessica Valenti’s podcast at the Guardian, 
“featuring rants, interviews and advice from the front 
lines of modern feminism,” ran for about a year that 
roughly paralleled the campaign season for the 2016 

Online Resources

presidential election and the immediate aftermath. The 
final three airings of What Would a Feminist Do? were 
titled “Staring Down 2017” (January 3, 2017), “Women 
Will March On” (January 25, 2017), and “Making Art in 
the Time of Trump” (March 22, 2017). Find these and 
earlier episodes on Stitcher, Spotify, and other apps.

Before the podcast ceased, though, Valenti started up a 
Guardian newsletter, The Week in Patriarchy, to “keep 
you up to date on the worst news, the best news, and 
everything in between to help you cope with the next four 
years.” Read past issues and sign up to get the newsletter 
by email at theguardian.com/world/series/the-week-in-
patriarchy.

THE CHRISTIAN FEMINIST PODCAST
This project under the banner of The Christian Humanist: 
Philosophy, Theology, Literature, and Other Things 
Human Beings Do Well (christianhumanist.org), in which 
“panelists have biweekly discussions on the ways in 
which Christian theology and feminist politics intersect,” 
has produced 85 episodes and counting. On a recent 
show (christianhumanist.org/2018/06/the-christian-
feminist-podcast-episode-84-contraception-and-global-
reproductive-health), Marie Hause, Heather Burtman, 
and Victoria Reynolds Farmer talk about the impact that 
lack of access to contraception has on women around the 
world. The very first episode back in 2013 established 
the rationale and structure for the show and discussed 
the book Being Feminist, Being Christian: Essays from 
Academia, by Allyson Jule and Bettina Tate Pedersen. Find 
any episode or subscribe to the feed at feeds.feedburner.
com/thechristianfeministpodcast.
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Journals
SPECIAL ISSUE

Generations: Journal of the American Society on Aging, vol. 41, no. 
4 (Winter 2017–2018): Special issue: “Gender and Age: A Focus on 
Women.” Guest editor: Martha B. Holstein. Publisher: American 
Society on Aging (ASA); asaging.org/generations-journal-american-
society-aging.  ISSN: 0738-7806. Single print copy (Item #GEN414): 
$20.00. Selected content available on ASA’s blog (asaging.org/
blog).

“[W]hat a year 2017 was for revisiting the topic of women 
and aging,” write the editors of Generations in introduc-
ing this special issue.

The year ended with explosive revelations about what it 

is like (still) to exist and to work as a woman in America. 

As guest editor Martha B. Holstein said when outlining 

the topic, “We continue to experience the world as people 

who are gendered and of a certain race, ethnicity, and 

sexual orientation.”

The Winter 2017–18 issue of Generations is dedicated to 

exploring these particularities and how they contribute 

to ways in which women grow old. Structural factors 

shape opportunities available to women, which in turn 

contribute to their experiences in later life. Editorial in 

this issue discusses how, for example, gender inequality 

in the workplace and in the assumption of caregiving 

responsibilities often leave women economically disad-

vantaged when they are old, and how the contemporary 

political and cultural context plays a large role in the way 

such disadvantages are perceived and addressed. The 

issue also explores barriers (i.e., neoliberalism, individ-

ualism, elite decision-making) and the individualistic 

assumption that one will conform to existing norms (in 

an unequal society) rather than reforming society to meet 

women’s needs.

Contents: “On Women, Feminism, and Age,” by Alison 
Biggar and Alison Hood; “On Being an Old Woman in 
Contemporary Society,” by Martha B. Holstein (asaging.
org/blog/being-old-woman-contemporary-society); 

“Women: A Demographic Lens,” by Steven P. Wallace and 
Valentine M. Villa; “The Second Sex: Older Women and 
Public Policy,” by Robert B. Hudson and Judith G. Gonyea 
(asaging.org/blog/second-sex-older-women-and-public-
policy); “Women and the Crisis of Care in the United 
States,” by Larry J. Polivka; “Women’s Rights, Women’s 
Status, Women’s Resistance in the Age of Trump,” by 
Carroll L. Estes; “Women’s Housing Challenges in Later 
Life: The Importance of a Gender Lens,” by Judith G. 
Gonyea and Kelly Melekis; “The Pleasures of Senior Living 
in a HUD-Managed Community,” by Audrey Molaro; “A 
Personal, Professional, and Political Journey as a Feminist 
Gerontologist,” by Nancy R. Hooyman (asaging.org/blog/
personal-professional-and-political-journey-feminist-
gerontologist); “Why the Equity Movement Needs Its 
Elders,” by Angela Glover Blackwell; “The Challenge 
of Intersectionality,” by Toni Calasanti and Sadie Giles 
(asaging.org/blog/challenge-intersectionality); “The 
Seduction of Agelessness, Take 2,” by Molly Andrews; 
“Valuing Old Age without Leveraging Ableism,” by Clara 
W. Berridge and Marty Martinson; “Aging and Disability: 
Overcoming the ‘Polite’ Divide,” by Susanne Schnell; 
“Contemporary Cultural Norms from the Vantage Point 
of a Younger Woman of Color,” by Jarmin Yeh (asaging.
org/blog/contemporary-cultural-norms-vantage-point-
younger-woman-color); “Women, Aging, and Beauty 
Culture: Navigating the Social Perils of Looking Old,” 
by Laura Hurd Clarke; “Contesting Normative Values in 
Eldercare: The Challenge from Feminist Philosophy,” by 
Jennifer Parks; “What Does It Mean to ‘Age Successfully’ 
as a Woman in Modern America?” by Margaret Hellie 
Huyck; “Enlarging the World: Old Age as Seen through 
the Lens of Literature,” by Anne M. Wyatt-Brown; “On 
Being an Aging Woman: An Annual Conversation,” by Joan 
Ditzion, Phyllis Mitzen, and Connie Goldman (asaging.
org/blog/being-aging-woman-annual-conversation); 
“How the Lesbian Feminist Movement Transformed My 
Life,” by Sharon Raphael; “On the Way to the Fullness of 
Elderhood,” by Donna Myers Ambrogi; “A Late-Night 
Call Begins a Transformative Journey,” by Peggy Howard 
Moore (asaging.org/blog/late-night-call-begins-
transformative-journey); “A Call to Action: Where to from 
Here?” by Martha B. Holstein.
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Recently Received
Some publishers routinely send us new books or other 
materials to consider for review. We list all such titles 
here, and those that meet the inclusion criteria for 
our bibliographic periodical, New Books on Women, 
Gender, and Feminism, are listed in that publication as 
well. Not all titles received are reviewed; nor is receipt 
of a complimentary copy necessary for that title to be 
reviewed. Books we receive that are not selected for 
review are added to the University of Wisconsin’s library 
collections or donated to other worthy recipients.

Interested in writing for Resources for Gender and 
Women’s Studies? To be considered during our next 
call for reviewers, send a sample book or film review to 
gwsresources@library.wisc.edu. The sample review does 
not need to have been published.

Bad Girls of the Arab World. Yaqub, Nadia, and Quawas, 
Rula, eds. University of Texas Press, 2017.

Bell, Book, and Camera: A Critical History of Witches 
in American Film and Television. Greene, Heather. 
McFarland, 2018.

Black on Both Sides: A Racial History of Trans Identity. 
Snorton, C. Riley. University of Minnesota Press, 2017.

Bodyminds Reimagined: (Dis)Ability, Race, and Gender 
in Black Women’s Speculative Fiction. Schalk, Sami. 
Duke University Press, 2018.

Downed by Friendly Fire: Black Girls, White Girls, and 
Suburban Schooling. Fordham, Signithia. University of 
Minnesota Press, 2016.

Ellen Shipman and the American Garden. Tankard, Judith 
B. University of Georgia Press, 2018.

Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her 
Superpower. Cooper, Brittney C. St. Martin’s Press, 
2018.

Feminist Manifestos: A Global Documentary Reader. 
Weiss, Penny A., and Brueske, Megan, eds. New York 
University Press, 2018.

Friendship as Social Justice Activism: Critical Solidarities 
in a Global Perspective. Banerjea, Niharika, Dasgupta, 
Debanuj, Dasgupta, Rohit K., and Grant, Jaime M., eds. 
Seagull Books, 2018.

Fugitive Life: The Queer Politics of the Prison State. 
Dillon, Stephen. Duke University Press, 2018.

Gender and Peacebuilding. Duncanson, Claire. Polity 
Press, 2016.

Gender and the Environment. Detraz, Nicole. Polity Press, 
2017.

The Gender Effect: Capitalism, Feminism, and the 
Corporate Politics of Development. Moeller, Kathryn. 
University of California Press, 2018.

Gender, Power, and Talent: The Journey of Daoist 
Priestesses in Tang China. Jia, Jinhua. Columbia 
University Press, 2018.

Girls on Fire: Transformative Heroines in Young Adult 
Dystopian Literature. Hentges, Sarah. McFarland, 2018.

Graffiti Grrlz: Performing Feminism in the Hip Hop 
Diaspora. Pabón-Colón, Jessica Nydia. New York 
University Press, 2018.

The House of Early Sorrows: A Memoir in Essays. 
DeSalvo, Louise. Fordham University Press, 2018.

Idol Talk: Women Writers on the Teenage Infatuations 
That Changed Their Lives. Searle, Elizabeth, and Wilson, 
Tamra, eds. McFarland, 2018.

The Incomparable Hildegarde: The Sexuality, Style, and 
Image of an Entertainment Icon. Gallamore, Monica 
Storme. McFarland, 2018.

M Archive: After the End of the World. Gumbs, Alexis 
Pauline. Duke University Press, 2018.

The Marginalized Majority: Claiming Our Power in a 
Post-Truth America. Roychoudhuri, Onnesha. Melville 
House, 2018.

“Masquerading in Male Attire”: Women Passing as Men 
in America, 1844–1920. Segrave, Kerry. McFarland, 
2018.

Middle Georgia and the Approach of Modernity: Essays 
on Race, Culture, and Daily Life, 1885–1945. van 
Hartesveldt, Fred R., ed. McFarland, 2018.

Miriam Stern. Stern, Miriam. ArtBookPrinting.com, 2016.

Night-Blooming Jasmin(n)e: Personal Essays and Poetry. 
Méndez, Jasminne. Arte Público Press, 2018.

The 1990s Teen Horror Cycle: Final Girls and a New 
Hollywood Formula. West, Alexandra. McFarland, 
2018.

No Forgotten Fronts: From Classrooms to Combat. 
Shapiro, Lisa K. Naval Institute Press, 2018.

A Poisoned Life: Florence Chandler Maybrick, the First 
American Woman Sentenced to Death in England. 
Hutto, Richard Jay. McFarland, 2018.
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Power under Her Foot: Women Enthusiasts of American 
Muscle Cars. Lezotte, Chris. McFarland, 2018.

The Promise of Patriarchy: Women and the Nation of 
Islam. Taylor, Ula Yvette. University of North Carolina 
Press, 2017.

Public Privates: Feminist Geographies of Mediated 
Spaces. England, Marcia R. University of Nebraska 
Press, 2018.

Queer Nuns: Religion, Activism, and Serious Parody. 
Wilcox, Melissa M. New York University Press, 2018.

Remaking Black Power: How Black Women Transformed 
an Era. Farmer, Ashley D. University of North Carolina 
Press, 2017.

Sexual Harassment Online: Shaming and Silencing 
Women in the Digital Age. Levey, Tania G. Lynne 
Rienner, 2018.

The Sisters Are Alright: Changing the Broken Narrative 
of Black Women in America. Harris, Tamara Winfrey. 
Berrett-Koehler, 2015.

Sisters in the Life: A History of Out African American 
Lesbian Media-Making. Welbon, Yvonne, and Juhasz, 
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