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The purpose of this literature review is to research the impact that read alouds have on 

students' comprehension skills. It is assumed that read alouds are only effective if they are 

outlined and taught in a purposeful manner. "Approaches that favor some type of systematic 

code instruction along with meaningful connected reading report children's superior progress in 

reading"(Neumann et al.,2000, pp.3). Another assumption is that read alouds should continue to 

be taught at middle/ high school level. Lastly, it is assumed that ALL students, including those 

with different learning needs/ disabilities, will benefit from read alouds within the classroom. 

Delimitation 

Read alouds are a popular teaching method used in classrooms and homes to engage 

students' interests in reading. With that being said, there were no articles that discuss the 

negative impact of read alouds. All the articles that I read focused on the positive elements of 

read alouds and why they are important. Read alouds are a leading topic in literacy today. There 

are many resources on read alouds. Extensive research on the factors that influence the 

effectiveness ofread alouds has been done, synthesized, and reflected in this paper. 

Methodology 

The research completed for this paper included finding general, primary, and secondary 

sources that contribute to understanding the effects of read alouds within a classroom. 

Dissertations, case studies, journals, and articles were utilized to find information on how read 

alouds delivered with sufficient planned lessons enhance students' comprehension skills. The 

information from these resources was reviewed, summarized, and cited throughout this paper to 

support the positive increase on students' comprehension skills through read alouds. 
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