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A Linguistic View of the Elegies of Anne Bradstreet

Lisa Krawczyk, Erica Benson |   English Department

WITH A FOCUS ON THE PAST TENSEMORPHEME

This project looks at the second edition of Bradstreet’s book, 
Several Poems, which was the first edition of her book published 
in America. 

BACKGROUND

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: BRADSTREET

• Born in Northampton, UK, in 1612. 

• Moved to America when she was 18-years-old. 

• Died in 1672 in Andover, MA.

• Grew up in a puritanical, yet supportive family environment.

• Hesitant to come to America.

• Even in America, she had access to expansive libraries.

CHARTS ANDOBSERVATIONS

• –’d more than –ed.

• Very few uses of –’t.

• –d,  –’t and –t are the least common (shows the 

transition period, these are being phased out of 

writing/printing). • The second person pronouns would be another route in 

which to look at this transitional period, especially with how 

the Dialogue Between Old England and New (each being 

personified into this elegy) interact with each other and how 

Bradstreet’s use of these pronouns changes. 

• There are many theories (linguistic and non-linguistic) as to 

why authors used one or the other. 

• Splitting up the Dialogue into the two characters (Old 

England and New England) could help distinguish 

Bradstreet’s use of the pronouns.

• Rarely uses ye, the original second person plural subject form 

(only once).

• Rarely uses thou or you in the same “thought” or passage.

FUTURE ROUTES

WHY BRADSTREET?

• Bradstreet lived during the end of the Early Modern English 

period, and her work still shows many of the spelling 

variations of the past tense morpheme. 

• Looking specifically at one genre of her poems, the elegies, 

could provide information previously overlooked. 

• Bradstreet’s background both in England and America can 

provide insight to how this morpheme changed over time. 

Potential Sociolinguistic Factors:

• Economic Class (Gentry) 

• Gender (Female) 

• Religion (Puritan) 

• Phonological Environment

• Morphological Verb Formation
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: PAST TENSEMORPHEME

• The past tense -ed suffix has three different pronunciations, 

i.e., as [t] as in walked; as [d] as in compared; and as [əd] as in 

seeded.

• It is only recently that the past-tense morpheme on 

weak/regular verbs has been consistently spelled –ed.

• Previous research has not shown a consistent spelling pattern 

that relates to pronunciation or other factors.

• By focusing on work of a single author, the factors in the 

representation of the morpheme may become clearer. 

Full Titles of the Elegies Used: 

• An Elegie upon that Honourable and renowned Knight Sir Philip 

Sidney, who was untimely slain at the Siege of Zutphan, Anno 1586 

• In honour of Du Bartas, Anno 1641

• A Dialogue between Old England and New; concerning their present 

Troubles, Anno 1647

• In Honour of that High and Mighty Princess Queen Elizabeth OF 

HAPPY MEMORY. 

• To her most Honoured Father Thomas Dudley Esq these humbly 

presented

• These three elegies were chosen because the part of 

speech the –ed and –’d were used seemed different to 

each other. 

• Use of the morpheme was the most in these elegies.

• Adjectival use of –ed appears to be the most popular.

• Past participle and past tense appears to be more 

popular use for  –’d.


