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Assessing Public Support for an International Climate Treaty Including Willingness-to-Pay in the United States, China and Vietnam

Climate change is the most important environmental/societal issue facing our world today. 
Because of the global causes/consequences of climate change, international cooperation is 
essential in developing, implementing and financing successful mitigation policy action. 

Additionally, public support for action around the world will likely be a significant determining 
factor regarding if/when climate change mitigation policies will be enacted. Moreover, the 
United States and China are central to international policy negotiations because they are 
the world’s two largest economies and also the two largest greenhouse gas polluters.

By comparison, Vietnam is a much smaller and poorer country with significantly lower 
greenhouse gas emissions than either China or the United States. Perhaps more 
importantly Vietnam has been identified by the World Bank as one of the countries most at 
risk from the effects of climate change.

Using our data described in our first poster, we assess support for an international climate 
change treaty among citizens in the United States, China and Vietnam. Additionally, there 
will be significant costs associated with undertaking global climate change mitigation 
policies. Thus, we also explore the degree to which citizens in these three countries are 
willing to pay these increased costs.

Introduction

Our results show significantly higher support for an international climate change treaty among citizens in Vietnam and 
China compared to the United States. 

We also find evidence that support for an international climate change treaty declines significantly in all three countries 
when it is known that another important country will not participate in the treaty.

Additionally, our results show that citizens in Vietnam and China are willing to pay more in purchasing power parity 
terms to support climate change mitigation action compared to Americans.

Please see our third poster titled, Further Insights into Chinese and American Climate Change Views: A Topic 

Prevalence Analysis of Open-Ended Survey Responses for a presentation of a more in-depth investigation into Chinese 
and American views on climate change.

Conclusion & Discussion

Regression Models

Discrete Binomial Dependent Variable 
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*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.10
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� Strongly support

Discrete Multinomial Dependent Variable 
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*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.10
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Government leaders from around the world will meet in Paris, France in November, 2015 
to negotiate a new international treaty to limit greenhouse gas emissions.全球政界首脑将于 2015 年 11月在 法国巴黎会见商榷有关限制温室气体排放的国际新协议。
Các nhà lãnh đạo chính phủ trên thế giới đã nhóm họp tại thủ đô Paris, Cộng hoà Pháp
vào tháng 11 và 12 năm 2015 để đàm phán về một hiệp ước quốc tế mới nhằm cắt giảm
lượng khí thải nhà kính. 

How much do you support/oppose United States signing such a treaty to commit to 
reducing its greenhouse gas emissions?请问您对中国签署承诺减少温室气体排放协议的支持程度？
Bạn đồng tình/phản đối như thế nào đối với việc Việt Nam ký kết một hiệp ước cam kết
cắt giảm khí thải nhà kính? 

Results from these questions are presented graphically in Figures 1 – 3, while statistical tests 
of differences in means are presented in Tables 1 – 3.

International Treaty Question

Regression Results

** p<0.01              PPP International $

• Annual WTP: US = $587.76     CH = $836.64     VN = $912.24

• Higher WTP among VN (1.55X) and CH (1.42X)

Willingness-to-Pay Results

Graphical & Statistical Analysis

Strongly oppose 非常支持 Hoàn toàn phản đối

Somewhat oppose 有些支持 Phản đối

Neither support or oppose 既不支持也不反对 Không có ý kiến

Somewhat support 有些反对 Đồng ý

Strongly support 非常反对 Hoàn toàn đồng ý


