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Over the course of the Fall Semester 2016, we constructed four 
standards-based lessons in the content areas of math, English, 
science and social studies, integrating theatre and music 
concepts. Our lessons were created to help us understand the 
collaboration between co-teachers and the effectiveness of 
student learning due to integration. We hosted two hour-long 
sessions for Kindergarten through second grade students, 
focused on math and science. An additional two hour-long 

sessions were held for third grade through fifth grade students, 
focusing on English and social studies. After each session, the 
faculty mentors had a meeting with us to debrief on the session. 
Findings included clear, focused transitions between sections in 
the lesson; student engagement; and comprehensive research-
based curriculum that crosses disciplines. We concluded that 
effective colleague collaboration and content integration results 
in effective of student learning.

We measured student engagement through how the students 
were responding to the different activities and objectives that 
we had for the students. Our overall observation was that the 
kindergarten through 2nd grade group was more creative but 
less attentive and the 3rd through 5th grade group was more 
attentive but far less creative.

INTRODUCTION

KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 2ND GRADE

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
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The two content areas that were taught to this group of 
students were math and science.

The first lesson that was taught was about basic shapes and 
having students move as how they would imagine different 
shapes to move. The second lesson that was taught was about 
the migration of the butterfly.

The kindergarten through 2nd grade student’s engagement 
included creative and reactive responses. For example, asking 
students to move as a triangle, almost every student moved in a 
different way.

CONCLUSION

3RD GRADE THROUGH 5TH GRADE

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
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Through our research we learned the effectiveness of teaching math, 

English, science and social studies in a holistic way. We learned how 

to teach these subjects with music and theatre. We learned how to 

collaborate to create valuable lessons for students. As future teachers 

we learned about course development, rewards and challenges. We 

identified that research based curriculum, student engagement and 

clear, explicit transitions make effective lessons. 

We would like to thank our faculty for their support in this endeavor. 

Our research started with the creation of lessons. We first 

identified 20 Common Core State Standards for students in 

kindergarten through 5th grade that we wanted to create lessons 

from. We found five Common Core State Standards for each 

content area: math, English, science, and social studies. After we 

identified the standards we then started to create our lessons. 

For each lesson we incorporated activities that could be taught to 

students through theatre and music. After the 20 lessons were 

created, we met as a team to discuss our lessons out of the 20 

lessons, what were the four lessons that we were going to teach 

during our Saturday sessions.

Our Saturday morning lessons were more than fun activities for 

children. These lessons provided opportunities for all students to 

achieve statewide objectives that should be achieved by the end 

of their grade level. We provided opportunities for students to 

learn through movement, and music. 
Photo Description 

TRANSITIONS

RESEARCH BASED CURRICULUM

BEFORE

DURING

Before the lessons were taught there was a plethora of 
preparation and collaboration between the faculty to make the 
transitions effective. The faculty needed to be explicit in 
rehearsing the transitions. 

Part of the preparation for rehearsing transitions was deciding 
exact statements for a transition or when a song finished the 
faculty would transition.

During the lessons our faculty exhibited smooth transitions to 
endure and capture all student’s engagement. 

For example, one of the faculty members would end their 
segment on the closing phrase, previously decided, and the other 
would, confidently, step right in and begin.

The definition of a transition, in teaching, is the process from 
changing from one activity to another. Transitions are very critical 
because during those moments, if unstructured, it can loose 
students attentions and decline the student’s engagement 
throughout the rest of the lesson.

The two content areas that were taught to this group of 

students were English language arts and social studies. 

The first lesson that was taught was about writing and telling a 

story. The second lesson that was taught was about rule 

making and breaking rules. 

The 3rd through 5th grade student's engagement was 

drastically different than the Kindergarten through 2nd grader’s 

engagement. We noticed that the 3rd through 5th graders were 

apprehensive to be creative and try something new, where as 

the kindergarten through 2nd graders were more willing to try 

new activities.  One example of the 3rd through 5th decline in 

creativity was when one student asked us if he could try 

something. 


