
Method & Results

Instructors rated 73 APA style aspects 

such as in text citations and references. 

Importance ratings exceeded Skill Level 

ratings on most items. 

e.g., Use of colons/semicolons:

�Importance: M = 3.01

�Accomplishment: M  = 2.43

�t (284) = -10.54 (p < .001)

Method & Results

Authors of 10 manuscripts provided 

rationale for 10 sources in their papers. 

Subsequently, 24 qualified readers read 

the papers and provided reasons to cite. 

A Kolmogorov-Smirnov test showed no 

significant difference between the 

authors’ and readers’ rationale  (p = .76).  

Perceptions of 

Teaching APA 

Style 

(Landrum, 2013)

Implications

Readers could identify the author’s reason 

to cite only to a limited degree. 

Even those who have implicit and tacit 

knowledge of APA style appear to struggle 

to understand motive to cite (i.e., “why”).

Current teaching APA style neglects the 

motives to cite. 

Adopting the “why” method to the 

teaching/learning of APA style may result 

in a more explicit understanding of the 

rhetorical functions of documentation. 

Implications

There are many aspects of APA style to 

learn. We focus on the prominent feature 

of APA citations and references (Madigan, 

Johnson, & Linton, 1995).  

Landrum (2013) and other studies confirm 

it is difficult to teach/learn APA style with 

the present teaching methods (i.e., “how”).

This poster introduces motive to cite (i.e., 

“why”) research as a possible remedy to 

the struggles of teaching/learning with the 

current methods (i.e., “how”). 

Motivation to Cite 

(Willet, 2013)

How to Cite

Vs. 

Why to Cite
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Why am I..?

We suggest potential benefit for 

psychology students in integrating 

motive to cite into the teaching of 

APA style. One possible way to 

accomplish this may be through 

article analysis assignments 

requiring students to identify an 

author’s motives to cite. 

There appears to be a disconnect 

between students and instructors 

regarding the teaching/learning of 

APA style (e.g., Landrum, 2013). 

We suggest future research examine 

whether or not teaching motive to 

cite is related to students acquiring a 

more complete understanding of 

APA style. A possible measurement 

of student’s understanding could be 

how accurately they identify an 

author’s motive to cite in a paper.  

How do I…? 

Often, students struggle to learn and 

instructors struggle to teach APA 

style (e.g., Chism & Weerakoon, 

2012; Goodard, 2013). 

Literature concerning the teaching 

and learning of APA style is limited 

insomuch that it focuses on 

formatting (i.e., “how” to cite). 

Emphasis on how to cite may be 

problematic in the teaching/ learning 

of APA style because students may 

become preoccupied with how to 

properly format citations/references. 

This preoccupation with formatting 

may make their overall 

understanding of APA style implicit 

(i.e., limited).


