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 Beauty is the ability to create positivity within negativity. It is being content 
and finding good within devastation. Beauty is discovering encouragement inside the 
darkest, dirtiest, and most destructive fragments of life. Unforeseen beauty within 
cancer cells, bacteria, and mental diseases inspires my work and the delicate repe-
tition of forms that exists within it. Conceptually altering dangerous cells that are 
perceived as negative because of their power, and physically creating beauty from 
them allows one to experience beauty despite an initial destructive implication. 
 Dark and destructive components of life continue to extend beyond cells 
and into the realm of mental health disorders, depression in particular. Repetition 
within the forms not only revolves around beauty that lies deep within a destructive 
bacteria, but also allows the viewer to meditate and relax upon viewing the piece. 
This initial attraction pulls viewers into the piece, allowing them to experience a 
mental break from the rest of the world and solely reflect on themselves as they inter-
act with the piece. Here, beauty exists in the contentment attained when one enters 
into a relationship with the work. 
 Through my personal response to physically destructive cells (cancer) and 
mentally destructive diseases (depression), I am able to create a sense of balance in 
my own insecurities and disappointments with society’s negative reaction to germs 
and bacteria. Oftentimes, destructive cells are beyond “ugly” when examining their 
power, but under a microscope, these same cells are incredibly beautiful. For exam-
ple, Malignant explores the power of cancer cells as they take over a form. The slight-
ly altered spherical shape mimics the morphing and replication of cells as they take 
over an organ, multiplying and mutating, causing immense destruction. Although 
incredibly destructive, cells in microscopic imagery possess a very unique, delicate 
beauty. Malignant exemplifies the beauty that can exist within some of the most de-
structive elements of human life.
 The motivation for my work stems from my desire to create serenity and 
beauty within the repetition, balance, rhythm, and attention to detail in my struc-
tures. By mentally manipulating cellular form to challenge its destructive qualities and 
defying the notion that germs, bacteria, and cells are completely negative, beauty 
covers the surface of an initially plain, simple form. Beauty can exist in the darkest 
and most destructive diseases; it just requires deep investigation to discover. Howev-
er, if one is willing to commit to uncovering beauty, the splendor is far greater than 
the destruction.

http://erincarrportfolio.weebly.com
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 Epidermis, earthenware, 26x18x18 inches, 2014.
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Detail of Epidermis, earthenware, 26x18x18 inches, 2014.
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Malignant, porcelain, 6x6x6 inches, 2014.
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Mitosis, porcelain, 10x4x4 inches, 2014.
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