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ABSTRACT 

Our knowledge of foreign nations is becoming more and more 

reliant on the media. Because of this, it is important to understand the 

tendency and trends that the media shows in its coverage of foreign 

nations. This was done by comparing six of the most influential newspapers 

in America and documenting the amount of headlines they have written on 

the twenty-seven largest nations based on population.  This research 

spanned ten years (1990-1999), and was facilitated through the use of a 

database called Lexis-Nexis. China, Japan, Russia, and Mexico were the 

countries that received more headlines than the other countries examined. 

It was found that coverage varied significantly with Gross Domestic 

Product and populations of the countries. The circulation of newspapers 

was also positively correlated with the coverage of foreign nations. 

Distance both in totality and individually, was not significant. Ethnicity 

proved to be an inconsistent determinant of coverage of foreign continents. 

Introduction 

The world today is becoming increasingly smaller. It has little to do 

with physical or geographical changes, but more to do with the rapidly 

increasing media. The media, specifically written media, has become a key 

source of international information. Today many citizens throughout the 

world know of other countries not through direct experiences but indirectly 

through mass media. This research paper seeks to document that 

information by collecting and assessing the amount of newspaper coverage 

given to some of the largest foreign nations from some of the most 

influential American newspapers.  

This research is significant for many reasons. One of the most 

obvious reasons is to better understand the level of acquaintance Americans 

have with foreign nations based on what they have read. Many Americans 

do not have the opportunity to travel to foreign nations and their perception 

of those nations is based on what they read as well as what they see on 

television. It is important to document what American newspapers write, to 
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see if there are any consistent trends that shape the opinions of Americans 

regarding these foreign nations. 

This research was conducted by looking at the number of headlines 

written by six of the largest newspapers in the United States, on the twenty-

seven largest nations based on population. These newspaper headlines are 

the dependent variables of this paper. The data was collected then tested 

against different independent variables to find the degree of correlation that 

exists. The most notable variables used in this research were, the national 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of a foreign nation, the average distance 

between a foreign nation and the locations of the newspapers, and a foreign 

nation’s population. The research presented in this paper is based on some 

of previous work in this area of social science. Below is a brief synopsis of 

some of the more compelling studies. 

 

Previous Research 

 
One notable comprehensive study was entitled “Systemic 

Determinants of International News Coverage: A Comparison of 38 

Countries.” This study was carried out by Denis H. Wu, published in the 

Journal of Communications, and looked at the 38 largest nations to 

determine how much media coverage was given to those nations. Wu also 

looked for trends using four specific identification traits. The traits Wu used 

are National Traits, Interactions and Relatedness, Logistical Factors, and 

Critique of the Existing Literature. The findings demonstrate that the 

United States is dominant in almost every country’s foreign coverage. 

Powerful nations such as France and Russia are also prominent. 

Additionally, each country’s news output seemed to demonstrate a regional 

preference (Wu, 1977). 

 In 1977 authors George Gerber and George Marvanyi wrote the 

article, “The Many Worlds of the World’s Press”, in which they studied 

world press coverage by dividing the world into regions on the basis of 

geography, political stance, and current affairs.  The authors determined 

that the many different newspapers in the North American region seemed to 

focus much of their attention on Europe and nations that share similar 

political ideologies (democratic, capitalistic nations). They also found a 

direct correlation between press coverage and any random nation that was 

going through some sort of political or social strife (Gerbner and Marvanyi, 

1977). 

Jeff Charles and Larry Shore wrote an interesting article in the 

Journal of Communication entitled “The New York Times Coverage of 

Lower Africa.” In this article the authors were of the opinion that African 

nations, specifically lower African nations, were not given the proper 

amount of publication in the printings of the New York Times. The authors 
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tested this theory by documenting how many articles were written about 

lower African nations for a span of 6 months in the years 1960, 1965, 1970, 

and 1975. With the exception of South Africa, the average number of 

articles that the New York Times wrote concerning all lower African nations 

was less than 3% of the New York Times total coverage within those given 

years. (Charles and Shore, 1979) 

Although the study of foreign press coverage took somewhat of a 

backseat in the 80’s, the recent development of certain technologies (the 

Internet being a prime example) has brought foreign press coverage back to 

the American consciousness. Some of the more interesting contemporary 

studies are outlined below:  

In 1997 Claude Moisy wrote a paper entitled “Myths of The Global 

Information Village.” The thesis of his paper was that we have an ever-

shrinking world due to the increase in technology. Moisy states the fact that 

this enables citizens to have even greater access to understand and analyze 

the problems that different nations face. Moisy states that although there is 

no shortage of supply, the demand side has been waning. As Moisy put it 

“…the world reveals an inescapable paradox. The amazing increase in the 

capacity to produce and distribute news from distant lands has been met by 

an obvious decrease in its consumption”(p.78, (10)). Moisy points out that 

from 1960-1995, circulation of American papers has remained at 59 

million. The shift from the written to the visual word has become 

significant. This shift between media has also changed our social 

conscience from a thinking society to a society based on emotion and 

feelings. As Moisy explains, an example of this is the U.S. intervention in 

Somalia. The visual image of seeing dying children clinging to their dying 

mothers pulled at the hearts of Americans causing great support for the 

dispatch of U.S. forces. Months later, the horrific sight of seeing a dead 

soldier dragged through the streets of Somalia began the call to have 

soldiers withdrawn (p.78(10)). This example points to the idea that 

American citizens do not get a clear understanding of the issues causing 

these problems. They simply are put on an emotional roller coaster to 

produce a desired response.  He also brings to light the issue of 

accessibility.  Even today there are many parts of this world that have yet to 

be covered simply because those individuals empowered in those nations 

will not allow it. As Moisy points out, “there are large areas, particularly in 

Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, where news within countries is severely 

controlled, and news from the outside hardly penetrates at all.”(p.78(10)) 

Moisy’s study is a call to self-reflection. Too often we distance ourselves 

from the problems in other countries.  In an ever-shrinking world, we must 

realize that the problems of distant lands will soon affect us. 

   James F. Hoge Jr.’s article, “Foreign News: Who Gives A 

Damn,” is an article that documents the decline in foreign news coverage 
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since the 1970’s. This article focuses on many of the same issues as the 

Moisy (1997) article. The article states that the demand and desire to hear 

foreign news has sharply declined. Hoge states that American citizens are 

not interested in foreign affairs unless it directly poses a threat to them. He 

goes on to say that foreign coverage has taken a sharp decline since the end 

of the Cold War. According to the National Advertising Bureau foreign 

newspaper coverage has dropped from 10.2 percent in 1971 to 6 percent by 

1982 (p.48 (5)). What is perplexing is the fact that the number of reporters 

overseas for U.S. media has increased in the last ten years. The supply is 

there, but the increasing decline in demand has lead many news editors to 

focus less on foreign coverage and more on the desires of their customers. 

Hoge discusses a solution that some editors have adopted to increase their 

reader’s interest in foreign affairs. The solution is for editors to look for 

foreign issues and affairs that have local implications. Hoge states that the 

Houston Chronicle followed this approach by writing an article 

documenting the poor treatment of ill children in Romania, as it was 

experienced and told by a Houston native. The fact that it was a Houston 

native who came face to face with this foreign issue gave the article a 

personal feel to the readers in Houston. Hoge ends his article by stating, “It 

is the general public that is being short-changed by media that have yet to 

exhibit the combination of effort and talent to make news of the wider 

world interesting and relevant.” (p.48 (5)) (James F. Hoge Jr., 1997)  

 

Hypotheses 

 
This research seeks to address the following six hypotheses.  

First, it is believed that the most populous nations receive the most 

printed press coverage. This hypothesis was based on the notion that those 

nations with a large population tend to have issues that have global 

implications. Due to the increase in globalization, these issues have a 

“domino” effect on many other smaller nations. Additionally, when dealing 

with this issue from a theoretical stance as a democratic nation, the United 

States should be concerned with nations with large numbers of inhabitants. 

(H1) 

  Second, it is believed that those nations with higher GDP’s will 

receive the greater majority of the printed press coverage. It is believed that 

nations with a larger economic base provide better market potential for U.S. 

trade. (H2) 

Third, it is believed that distance will play a prominent role in the 

allocation of headlines regarding the various nations in this study.  To test 

this hypothesis the average distance between the newspapers’ locations and 

each nation will be tested. The nations farthest from the United States will 

be covered least. (H3) 
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Fourth, up to this point we have looked at the collective whole of 

the newspapers in this study. The next three hypotheses deal with the 

newspapers on individual bases. One of these hypotheses is again based on 

distance. This hypothesis deals with direct rather than average distance.  

The nations furthest from each individual newspaper will be covered least. 

(H4) 

The fifth hypothesis is based on circulation power. This hypothesis 

was based on the belief that the greater the circulation of a newspaper the 

greater the degree of different cultures and ethnicities of its subscribers. 

With this in mind, newspapers tend to accommodate their customers by 

providing more coverage on a variety of countries. (H5) 

Sixth, the ethnic makeup of each city that the respective 

newspapers are based in could play a role in the amount of news coverage 

given to nations. The United States has always been considered a melting 

pot. This label becomes apparent in some of the states where influential 

newspapers reside. These states have large factions of ethnic groups who 

have a great deal of interest in the issues and activities of their respective 

nations. Many of the larger newspapers are aware of this and may increase 

coverage of nations to appeal to the interest of large ethnic groups. (H6) 

 

Methodology 

 

As noted earlier, the hypotheses were examined by looking at 

several of the more influential newspapers in America. These newspapers 

include the New York Times, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Washington Post, 

the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times, and the Atlanta Journal 

and Constitutional. The number of headlines written about the twenty-

seven largest nations was then documented spanning ten years (1990-

1999). Two of the newspapers included in this report covered most of but 

not the entire ten-year span. Those newspapers were The Chicago Sun 

Times and The Atlanta Journal and Constitutional. The Chicago Sun-

Times’ data covers 8 years (1992-1999), and The Atlanta Journal and 

Constitutional covers 9 years (1991-1999).  

The focus of this research is the number of headlines each nation 

received in the six major newspapers. This was done for a number of 

reasons. First, headlines are what initially grab a reader. Second, citizens 

seem to put more weight and emphasis on information that is placed in the 

headlines. Third, newspapers tend to put matters of significance in 

headlines. The method for measuring coverage was the use of Lexis-Nexis, 

a database associated with Academic Universe. Lexis-Nexis enables users 

to search the indexes of the above-mentioned newspapers, and get an 

accurate figure as to how many headlines were written about the nations 

being studied. 
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The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of each nation was found 

through the help of an internet web site that deals with various aspects of 

over 200 nations, including economy, climate, political makeup, etc. The 

name of the website is “World Fact Book 2000,” and its web location is 

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/indexgeo.html. The distance 

between the capitals of each nation and the locations of the newspapers, 

was calculated using Encarta Virtual Globe 1998 Edition. The 

demographics for ethnic breakdown among the states where the newspapers 

are located was provided by an Internet website that contained a breakdown 

of the most recent U.S. census count.  Its web location is 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/census/index.htm. The level of circulation 

of each newspaper in this study was found through the use of the Gale 

Directory of Publications and Broadcast Media: 134
th
 Edition. Volume 1 

and 2. 2000. 

 

Variations in Countries Covered  

 
  After taking the twenty-seven most populous nations and having 

documented the amount of headlines each nation received from six of the 

most influential newspapers in America, the data was then analyzed (see 

Graph 1 and Table 1).  The first four nations with the leading amount of 

headlines have a considerably large gap between themselves and the rest of 

the nations listed. China and Japan are the two leading nations with 16,263 

and 15,998 headlines written in the 1990’s respectively. Russia and Mexico 

follow with 11,900 and 10,200 headlines respectively. The number of 

headlines written then drops down with the next group of nations. France, 

Germany and India all account for headlines ranging between 6,100 and 

4,800. The United Kingdom, Vietnam, Brazil, and Italy are listed with total 

headlines over 3,500 but under 4,200. Turkey, South Africa, and Iran round 

out the upper half with 2,971, 2,967, and 2,940 headlines respectively. 

 Spain, the Philippines, and Colombia follow by accounting for 

headlines between 2,000 and 1,800. With 1,771 and 1,684 respectively, 

Indonesia and Pakistan follow the model of the above-mentioned Asian 

nations by accounting for headlines that total more than 1,500. Egypt, 

South Korea, and Ukraine are next with total headlines for each nation 

ranging between 1,600 and 1,200. Nigeria, Thailand, and Congo all register 

less than 1,000 headlines. Those three countries account for 952, 803, and 

688 headlines respectively. Bangladesh follows with 625 headlines. The 

final country in this study is Ethiopia, which registers 492 total headlines 

spanning ten years. 

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/indexgeo.html
http://www.usatoday.com/news/census/index.htm
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Graph 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1 

 

 
 Total Articles 

1990-1999  
Washington 

Post 
Chicago 

Sun-Times 
New York 

Times 
Wall Street 

Journal 
Los Angeles 

Times 
Atlanta 

J & C 

China 
 

16,263  2,161 861 
3

3,598 3,216 3,902 
         

2,525  

Japan 
 

15,998  1,527 
8

823 3,969 4,266 4,409 1,004 

Russia 
 

11,825  1,849 
6

667 2,555 1,723 3,772 1,259 

Mexico 
 

10,271  939 
5

62 1,971 1,589 4,509          701  

France 
 

6,035  646 
3

48 1,778 936 1,488             839  

Germany 
 

5,493  697 
2

31 1,325 1,117 1,507 
            

616  

India 
 

4,875  617 
2

83 1,400 687 1,160 
            

728  

United Kingdom 
 

4,183  476 
2

54 1,247 711 1,173 
            

322  

Total Number of Headlines Written From the Six Major Newspapers 

1990-1999
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Table 1 — continued        

 
 Total Articles 

1990-1999  
Washington 

Post 
Chicago 

Sun-Times 
New York 

Times 
Wall Street 

Journal 
Los Angeles 

Times 
Atlanta 

J & C 

Vietnam 
 

3,938  515 
2

54 810 422 1,486 
            

451  

Brazil 
 

3,866  420 
1

66 1,071 997 804 
            

408  

Italy 
 

3,564  371 
2

70 975 683 1,008 
            

257  

Turkey 
 

2,971  495 
2

35 676 260 802 
            

503  

South Africa 
 

2,967  387 
8

9 947 269 943 
            

332  

Iran 
 

2,940  794 
2

43 1,141 257 179 
            

326  

Spain 
 

1,951  139 
1

56 542 430 522 
            

162  

Philippines 
 

1,879  204 
7

8 303 409 728 
            

157  

Colombia 
 

1,844  270 
1

18 538 140 614 
            

164  

Indonesia 
 

1,771  230 
4

6 467 528 408 
              

92  

Pakistan 
 

1,684  316 
1

31 485 140 479 
            

133  

Egypt 
 

1,601  218 
1

09 408 70 514 
            

282  

South Korea 
 

1,453  93 
4

5 301 447 477 
              

90  

Ukraine 
 

1,256  260 
7

7 273 195 353 
              

98  

Nigeria 
 
952  215 

6
9 310 52 228 

              
78  

Thailand 
 
803  75 

2
9 175 277 211 

              
36  

Congo 
 
688  169 

4
8 224 38 119 

              
90  

Bangladesh 
 
625  52 

2
0 335 19 139 

              
60  

Ethiopia 
 
462  89 9 139 14 141 

           
70  

Total 
 

112,158  14,224 6,221 27,963 19,892 32,075        11,783  

 

 

Splitting the Decade 

 
  One wonders if coverage has been uniform throughout the decade. 

To determine this the total headlines of each nation was divided into two 

groups spanning five years to see if there was an increase, decrease, or 

consistency in the amount of headlines each nation received (See Table 2).   
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Although China and Japan are very close in terms of total headlines 

in the 1990s, a closer look at the data reveals that China became the nation 

receiving the greatest amount of headlines in the latter part of the decade. It 

received 57% of its headlines in the last five years. Japan on the other hand 

decreased in headlines, receiving only 41% of its headlines the last five 

years. China’s emergence in foreign coverage received should come as no 

surprise. The past decade has seen this nation become one of the more 

powerful nations in the world. At $4.8 trillion, its GDP is second only to 

the United States. With over one billion people it ranks first in total 

population, and the increased level of technology in China has given it 

arguably one of the two or three best defense systems in the world.  This 

gives a lot of validity to Hoge’s theory of American newspapers increasing 

articles/headlines on nations that could pose a threat to the United States. 

Although Japan has decreased in the amount of headlines it receives, there 

should be no mistake made about its significance in terms of foreign 

coverage. Japan’s economic position goes without saying. Throughout the 

early 1990s, Japanese goods were among the leading imports in to the 

United States, and it has always pushed its economy to become more 

efficient (i.e. the creation of Just In Time (JIT) manufacturing). It is 

important to note that Japan’s economy has hit a bit of a lull, which is also 

true of the headlines it has received in the latter half of the decade. 

The foreign coverage focusing on Russia has declined. Evidence 

shows that Russia received 54% of its headlines in the first five years of the 

decade. This is most probably based on the fact that the fall of the Soviet 

Union occurred in the early 1990s and this was the focus of much of the 

American media. Mexico follows in total headlines received with a big 

boost in headlines during the latter half of the 1990s. There are a couple of 

reasons to support the statistic of 54% of the headlines for Mexico coming 

during 1995-1999. The implementation of the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) has certainly increased American interest in Mexico. 

Immigration from Mexico to America, specifically to California, has also 

become an issue. The issue of proximity with the United States also plays a 

role, as the examination of the Los Angeles Times shows. The coverage of 

Mexico has had a steady increase throughout the decade of the 1990s, much 

like the nations of Pakistan, Colombia, Brazil, France, and Turkey. 

Conversely, nations like Germany, Vietnam, South Africa, and Iran had 

decreased coverage throughout the decade. These nations had issues that 

dominated the early 1990s. For example, South Africa received 70% of its 

total headlines in the first half of the decade. Much of those headlines were 

associated with the events South Africa was going through on its path 

towards the abolition of apartheid. It is also important that a freedom 

fighter named Nelson Mandela, who later became president of South 

Africa, contributed mightily to the coverage South Africa received in the 



Newspaper Coverage: Beyond our Borders 

 168 

early 1990s. Once this issue was resolved there was a decline in the supply 

of information about South Africa. 

 

Table 2 
 

  Breakdown of Total Headlines from 1990-1999
1
 

    
  1990-1994 1995-1999 

    

China  5536 (43%) 7341 (57%) 

Japan  8326 (59%) 5845 (41%) 

Russia  5264 (54%) 4314 (46%) 

Mexico  3914 (43%) 5094 (57%) 

France  2076 (43%) 2772 (57%) 

Germany  2975  (64%) 1671 (36%) 

India  1854 (48%) 2010 (52%) 

United Kingdom  1772 (49%) 1835 (51%) 

Vietnam  1951  (55%) 1571 (45%) 

Brazil  1441  (44%) 1851 (56%) 

Italy  1545 (51%) 1492 (49%) 

Turkey  931 (42%) 1302 (58%) 

South Africa  1777  (70%) 769 (30%) 

Iran  1967  (58%) 1403 (42%) 

Spain  855  (52%) 778 (48%) 

Philippines  1083  (66%) 561 (34%) 

Colombia  679  (43%) 884 (57%) 

Indonesia  383  (23%) 1250 (77%) 

Pakistan  556 (39%) 864 (61%) 

Egypt  687  (57%) 523 (43%) 

South Korea  631 (48%) 687 (52%) 

Ukraine  805 (74%) 276 (26%) 

Nigeria  315 (36%) 559 (64%) 

Thailand  348  (47%) 390 (53%) 

Congo  49     (9%) 501 (91%) 

Bangladesh  372  (68%) 173 (32%) 

Ethiopia  252 (66%) 131 (34%) 
 

1
 In order to be consistent, the data in Table 2 were taken from the four 

newspapers that provided data on the entire ten-year span.  Those 
newspapers are: the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the Wall 
Street Journal, and the Washington Post 
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Congo, Nigeria, and Indonesia top the list of nations with 

tremendous increases in headlines in the second half of the decade, 

although their totals are still in the bottom half of the countries surveyed. 

An example of this is Congo, which has 91% of its headlines coming in the 

years between 1995-1999. Although this statistic may seem rather 

impressive, it should be noted that many of the headlines cover the civil 

war and political upheaval that have engulfed this nation since the mid-

1990s.  Ethiopia, Bangladesh, and Ukraine are an interesting trio. Listed at 

or near the bottom in total headlines received in the 1990s, they all received 

even fewer headlines in the second half of the decade. With 34%, 32%, and 

26% respectively, these nations have become overlooked in world news. 

What is disheartening about these statistics is that these nations are 

certainly not lacking in issues that have world ramifications. Ukraine had 

much of its total headlines dominated in the early 1990s by news covering 

the fall of the Soviet Union, which signified a liberated and independent 

Ukraine. When news of the Soviet Union grew old and arduous, coverage 

on Ukraine dropped. Issues dealing with Ukraine’s future in terms of 

economic, social, and political goals were not covered as heavily. Ethiopia 

is in a similar position. Much of the headlines of this nation occurred in the 

early 1990s and dealt with the civil war (especially with the province of 

Eritrea) that tormented Ethiopia. Once there was a peace treaty signed and 

the nation of Eritrea was formed, the headlines subsided. With the AIDS 

epidemic starting to affect Ethiopia much in the same way it has affected 

southern Africa, and the occasional warfare with Eritrea, foreign coverage 

dealing with Ethiopia is still bleak at best.        

 

A Look at Individual Newspapers 

 

While all nations are not covered uniformly, neither are all 

newspapers uniform in their coverage of foreign nations. Table 3 details the 

total number of headlines each newspaper wrote. The totals are split into 

the two halves of the decade. As Table 2 shows, the Los Angeles Times led 

the total number of headlines written by a newspaper of the foreign 

countries examined with over 32,000 headlines.  The New York and the 

Wall Street Journal follow with 27,963 and 19,892 headlines respectively. 

Our “national” newspaper, the Washington Post, ranked fourth in the list of 

newspapers covering international news. It produced only 14,224 

headlines dealing with foreign nations in the decade of the 1990s, which is 

less than half that of the Los Angeles Times. The southern most newspaper 

used in this research was the Atlanta Journal and Constitutional. It 

registered 11,783 headlines. Lastly, the Chicago Sun-Times comes in with 

6,221 headlines. It is important to reiterate the fact that the data from the 

Chicago Sun-Times and the Atlanta Journal Constitutional does not cover 
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the entire ten-year span, however, even prorated their ranks do not change. 

While the Los Angeles Times led the total amount of headlines in the first 

half of the decade, it took a bit of a drop in the second half registering only 

43% of its total headlines in the second five-year span. The New York 

Times gained considerable ground by increasing its headlines in the latter 

half of the decade. By registering 54% of its headlines in the past 5 years, 

the New York Times has overtaken the Los Angeles Times as the number 

one distributor of total headlines covering foreign nations among the 

newspapers observed. The Washington Post and the Chicago Sun Times 

remain consistent in their distribution of headlines throughout the decade. 

The Atlanta Journal and Constitutional is a newspaper to keep an eye on.  

By increasing its coverage by 23%, it produced the highest increase from 

one half of the decade to the next. 

 

Table 3 

 

 
Total Headlines Written by Each Newspaper 

 
 

1990-1994 1995-1999 
Total 

Headlines 

Los Angeles Times 
 

18,674 13,401 32,075 

New York Times  12,930 15,033 27,963 

Wall Street Journal  9,101 10,791 19,892 

Washington Post  6,979 7,245 14,224 

Atlanta J & C  4,622 7,161 11,783 

Chicago Sun-Times  2,625 3,596 6,221 

Total Headlines  54,931 57,227 112,158 

 

 

Looking at Table 3, one of the more interesting figures which 

stands out is that the total amount of headlines produced by all the 

newspapers in this study actually increased by a small percentage from one 

half of the decade to the other. The increase in total headlines is also 

supported by the fact that there was an increase in most of the newspapers, 

the Atlanta Journal and Constitutional showed an increase even when their 

statistics were prorated. The Chicago Sun- Times did not. The big exception 

is the Los Angeles Times, which showed a great decrease in the second half 

of the decade. It is recalled that Claude Moisy believed that despite the 

increase in mass media, the coverage on foreign issues has declined 

(Moisy, 1997). By looking at Table 3 we can see that in terms of headlines 

covering foreign issues, this data does not support Moisy’s theory.   
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Degree of Correlation 

 

Having looked at the variations in coverage among these nations, it 

is time to focus on factors that correlate with these variations. The 

statistical method employed is Pearson’s Two Interval Scales Test 

(Freeman, p.176). It helps determine the degree of correlation between the 

X variable (number of headlines written) and the Y variables  (GDP, 

Population, and Distance). This process was used to test the first three 

hypotheses. The initial hypothesis (H1), states that those nations with the 

largest populations should receive a higher amount of newspaper coverage, 

that there is a positive relationship between number of headlines and 

population. The null hypothesis (H0) states that a positive correlation does 

not exist between the two variables.  

The first hypothesis (H1) tested dealt with population. This 

hypothesis is based on the belief that the most populous nations would 

receive the most printed press coverage. It was also based on the notion that 

those nations with a large population tend to have issues that have global 

implications, and due to the increase in globalization, these issues would 

have a “domino” effect on other smaller nations. The result of the test was a 

degree of  .488. This is a statistically significant correlation for a two-tailed 

test at both the .05 and .01 levels (Freeman, p.177). We can clearly see that 

a positive and significant correlation does exist between the number of 

headlines written about a nation and the population of the nation. Beyond 

the statistical correlation we can see from Table 4 that population does play 

a strong role in the distribution of coverage.  Evidence of this is that of the 

seven nations leading in total headlines, four are ranked among the top ten 

in national populations. 

 The second hypothesis (H2) was based on the economics.  It is 

believed that nations with a larger economic base provide better market 

potential for U.S. trade. The reasoning behind this theory is that the United 

States is an important player in many of the areas dealing with world 

economics (i.e. goods, services, trade, investment, etc.). Free trade is an 

important public policy of the United States. Therefore, those foreign 

nations with similar economic dispositions would be considered more 

newsworthy and receive more headlines.  Using the GDP of each nation we 

were able to determine its level of wealth. The correlation between 

headlines and GDP produced an extraordinary correlation of .812. This 

figure is considered impressive simply by the fact that a correlation degree 

of .497 is needed in order to be significant at the .01 level (Freeman, 

p.250). This correlation is extremely strong.  
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Table 4 
 

Demographics of Each Nation 
 

 
 

Country  

Total Articles 
Written 
1990-99 

GDP 
(billion) 

Population 
(In mill.) 

Avg. Dist.  
b/w country 

& n/p Loc. 

      
China  16,263 $  4,800.00  1,261,832 10,873 

Japan  15,998 $  2,950.00  126,550 10,358 

Russia  11,825 $     620.30  146,601 8,338 

Mexico  10,271 $     865.50  100,350 2,765 

France  6,035 $  1,373.00  59,330 6,957 

Germany  5,493 $  1,864.00  82,797 7,414 

India  4,875 $  1,805.00  1,014,004 12,311 

United Kingdom  4,183 $  1,290.00  59,508 6,671 

Vietnam  3,938 $     143.10  78,774 13,314 

Brazil  3,866 $  1,057.00  172,860 7,457 

Italy  3,564 $  1,212.00  57,634 8,054 

Turkey  2,971 $     409.60  65,667 9,420 

South Africa  2,967 $     296.10  43,421 14,029 

Iran  2,940 $     347.60  65,620 10,748 

Spain  1,951 $     677.50  39,997 6,973 

Philippines  1,879 $     282.00  81,160 13,271 

Colombia  1,844 $     245.10  39,686 4,248 

Indonesia  1,771 $     610.00  224,784 15,848 

Pakistan  1,684 $     282.00  141,554 11,727 

Egypt  1,601 $     200.00  68,360 10,128 

South Korea  1,453 $     625.70  47,471 10,755 

Ukraine  1,256 $     109.50  49,153 8,455 

Nigeria  952 $     110.50  123,338 9,868 

Thailand  803 $     388.70  61,231 13,982 

Congo  688 $       35.70  51,965 11,516 

Bangladesh  625 $     187.00  129,194 12,981 

Ethiopia  462 $       33.30  64,117 12,391 

 

 

The next hypothesis (H3) to be evaluated was that regarding 

distance. It was believed that distance would play a prominent role in the 

allocation of headlines regarding the various nations in this study. The 

results of the test produced a -.265 correlation.  

A negative correlation is to be expected because the hypothesis 

stated that the further away a nation was from the locations of the 
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newspapers, the fewer the amount of headlines that would be printed about 

it, thus creating an inverse relationship. Although this study did give the 

expected result of a negative correlation, the degree of significance found 

was not greater than or equal to the minimal levels required in either alpha 

method (.381 and .497) (Freeman, p.250). Therefore, the null hypothesis 

(H0), cannot be rejected and it must be concluded that there is no 

relationship between distance and number of articles written. 

 

Distance, Circulation, Ethnicity 

 
 Now that the newspapers have been analyzed in totality, it is time 

to look at the individual makeup of each newspaper.  The final three 

hypotheses deal with factors that could be affected by the individual 

newspapers. Those variables are Distance (H4), circulation (H5), and 

ethnicity (H6). Tables 5 covers the issue of distance among individual 

newspapers and the nations presented in this study.  

The hypothesis states that in looking at the newspapers individually 

those nations closest to the locations of the newspapers should receive more 

headlines than those further away. This hypothesis differs from the 

previous hypothesis dealing with distance in terms of method used. In the 

previous hypothesis, the distance was calculated by taking a nation and 

finding the distance between it and all the newspapers’ locations then 

finding the mean distance. In this hypothesis a more direct approach is 

used.  The distance was found between each newspaper and each nation.    

The most efficient and effective way to measure this variable 

would be to use Pearson’s r and two-tailed test. Using the figures from 

Table 4 and Table 5 it is possible to find the degree of correlation that 

exists between the amount of headlines each nation received and the 

proximity of the nations to each newspaper. The results are as follows: The 

Washington Post had a correlation of -.193 and the Chicago Sun-Times was 

listed with a degree of -.272. Being in the same state, the New York Times 

and the Wall Street Journal both had correlation degrees of -.178. The 

Atlanta Journal and Constitutional produced a correlation of -.221 and the 

Los Angeles Times followed with a correlation degree of -.451. With the 

minimal degree of correlation needing to be .388 in the .05 test (Freeman, 

p.250), the Los Angeles Times was the only newspaper to produce a degree 

large enough to consider distance a viable factor in foreign coverage. Much 

of the credit can be given to the nation of Mexico, which was the closest 

nation to the Los Angeles Times, and was also the nation, which the Los 

Angeles Times covered most often (see Table 1). The results in this 

hypothesis mirror those of the previous hypothesis dealing with distance. In 

the first hypothesis, distance was not found to be significant. This test 

further solidifies that claim for most of the newspapers. 
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Table 5 
 

Distance Between Newspapers and Nations 
2
 

 

 
 Washington 

Post 
Chicago 

Sun-Times 
New York 

Times 
Wall Street 

Journal 
Los Angeles 

Times 
Atlanta 

J & C 

China  11,160 10,595 11,027 11,027 10,030 11,556 

Japan  10,906 10,147 10,875 10,875 8,803 11,063 

Russia  7,794 7,970 7,550 7,550 9,723 8,656 

Mexico  3,038 2,717 3,382 3,382 2,495 2,151 

France  6,176 6,660 5,841 5,841 9,063 7,049 

Germany  6,721 7,086 6,393 6,393 9,285 7,589 

India  12,076 12,566 11,759 11,759 12,857 12,828 

United Kingdom  5,905 6,360 5,586 5,586 8,728 6,777 

Vietnam  13,358 12,890 14,188 14,188 12,289 13,847 

Brazil  6,797 7,614 6,869 6,869 9,290 6,719 

Italy  7,216 7,744 7,022 7,022 10,197 8,091 

Turkey  8,730 9,124 8,397 8,397 11,241 9,608 

South Africa  13,054 13,996 12,812 12,812 16,695 13,591 

Iran  10,195 10,437 9,863 9,863 12,213 11,032 

Spain  6,094 6,731 5,752 5,752 9,347 6,941 

Philippines  13,797 13,092 13,690 13,690 11,753 14,023 

Colombia  3,819 4,364 3,999 3,999 5,643 3,416 

Indonesia  16,383 15,791 16,206 16,206 14,107 16,756 

Pakistan  11,387 11,632 11,334 11,334 12,365 12,168 

Egypt  9,353 9,860 9,024 9,024 12,183 10,222 

South Korea  11,178 10,519 11,072 11,072 9,552 11,456 

Ukraine  7,838 8,131 7,515 7,515 10,097 8,694 

Nigeria  8,85 9,734 8,600 8,600 12,535 9,596 

Thailand  14,163 13,789 13,953 13,953 13,281 14,725 

Congo  10,508 11,402 10,283 10,283 14,213 11,174 

Bangladesh  12,943 12,729 12,689 12,689 12,937 13,616 

Ethiopia  11,533 12,184 11,233 11,233 14,628 12,377 
2
 The measurement for distance was kilometers. 

 

 

The next variable is the issue of circulation (see Table 6). This 

issue touches on buying power and economics playing a direct role with 

each newspaper. The theory is that those newspapers with the largest 

circulation produce the largest revenue, which translates to greater 

resources being available to cover foreign news. 
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Table 6 
 

Total Amount of Circulation of each Newspaper 
3
 

 

  Amount of Circulation Total Headlines 

New York Times  1,086,293 27,963 

Los Angeles Times  1,078,186 32,075 

Washington Post  763,305 14,224 

Wall Street Journal  757,081 19,892 

Chicago Sun-Times  468,170 6,221 

Atlanta J & C  408,659 11,783 

Totals  4,561,694 112,158 
3
 The data provided in table 7 covers Monday-Friday 

circulation rates. 
 

 

 

In order to find the degree of correlation that exists between 

headlines and circulation, the formula used with the first three hypotheses 

was implemented again. Using the same methodology, the degree of 

correlation is .933. With the minimal degree of correlation needing to be 

.917(Freeman, p.250) in order to consider the correlation significant, it can 

be seen that the result is significant. Circulation power has a significant 

correlation with the ability to produce headlines concerning foreign nations.  

It may be that the power that customers/readers have in 

determining what newspapers cover has been underestimated, and that the 

tendency is to stress emerging issues and events. To better emphasize this 

point the ethnic and racial make-up of the readers in the states where these 

newspapers are located was examined. Cross-referencing Tables 7 and 8 

helps in assessing the relationship that exists between the two. As Table 8 

shows, the areas examined had exactly the same order ranking according to 

the amount of headlines in each newspaper. Asia was by far the leading 

continent, with over 55,00 total headlines. Europe followed with 34,307, 

and Latin America registered 15,981 headlines. The continent of Africa 

came in last with 6,670 headlines, which is less than one-ninth the total of 

headlines for Asia. 

Table 7 shows that with an average of 67%, Whites dominate the 

race/ethnicities of states used in this study. Blacks follow with an average 

of 17.5%. Asians account for an average of 5.16% of the total population of 

all the states in this research. Hispanics account for an average of 12.1% in 

the states provided. 
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 After the two tables were compared, there was strong evidence that 

there was little or no correlation between racial demographics and foreign 

coverage. Proof of this assessment is made in the comparison between the 

White, Black, and Asian races.  Asians account for the lowest percentage of 

people, yet Asia received the greatest amount of headlines. Blacks more 

than triple the number of Asians. Whites are twelve times the population of 

Asians. Looking at the breakdown of total headlines it can be seen that the 

continent of Asia received one and a half times the headlines that Europe 

received. Asia’s coverage was also nine times that of Africa. This trend also 

is apparent in some of the individual newspapers. Verification of this is in 

the fact that the state of Georgia had the highest percentage of Blacks yet 

the total number of headlines written by The Atlanta Journal and 

Constitutional on Africa ranks third among the six newspapers. Having said 

this, there is one newspaper that gave some support to the hypothesis (H4). 

Hispanics account for 32% of the population in the state of California. It 

was also the Los Angeles Times which produced the most headlines on 

Latin American nations. Although it is important to note this finding, the 

fact that there is very little support of this hypothesis leads to the contention 

that the correlation is minimal at best. 

 

Table 7 
 

Racial and Ethnic Demographics 
4 

 

  New York Illinois Georgia California Maryland Virginia 

White  68% 74% 65% 59% 64% 72% 

Black  16% 15% 29% 7% 28% 20% 

Asian  6% 3% 2% 11% 4%  5% 

Other  7% 6% 3% 5% 2% 2% 

Hispanic  15% 12% 5% 32% 4%  5% 

Non-Hispanic  85% 88% 95% 68% 96% 95% 
4
 The first four states listed are home to five of the newspapers in this study. Because the 

Washington Post is located in Washington D.C., the ethnic and racial demographics of the 
two surrounding states were used. 
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Table 8  
 

Total Headlines Written by each Newspaper by General Area 
 

  Totals 
Washington 

Post 
New York 

Times 
Los Angeles 

Times 
Atlanta 

J & C 
Wall St. 
Journal 

Chicago 
Sun-Times 

Asia  55,200    7,079 13,660 14,380 6,105 10,928 3,048 

Europe  34,307    4,438 8,695 9,823 3,553 5,795 2,003 

Latin America  15,981 1,629 3,580 5,927 1,273 2,726 846 

Africa  6,670 1,078 2,028 1,945 852 443 324 

Totals  112,158 14,224 27,963 32,075 11,783 19,892 6,221 

 

Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, the findings of this research must be reiterated. First, 

the countries that dominated the headlines associated with foreign nations 

were China, Japan, Russia, and Mexico. It was evident that those nations 

comprising Asia dominated both collectively and individually.  With 

55,200 headlines, the continent of Asia received the greatest amount of 

headlines. China and Japan led by establishing themselves as the nations 

with the most coverage in both halves of the decade. Secondly, GDP 

produced the strongest correlation among all variables. With a significance 

level of .812, it was nearly double the minimal required amount. Though 

not as strong as GDP, population was a significant variable also. The 

hypothesis of distance as a viable factor contributing to the allocation of 

headlines was shown not to be the case. In testing the newspapers both 

individually and collectively it was found that the degree of correlation was 

not significant in either case. In dealing with individual newspapers, the 

hypothesis on circulation was supported. There was a significant correlation 

between the circulation a newspaper had and the total amount of headlines 

dealing with foreign issues a newspaper printed. The hypothesis regarding 

ethnicity playing a role in the allotment of headlines given to certain 

regions had very little support. What may be surprising to some is that 

during the 1990s the Los Angeles Times contained more headlines on the 

foreign nations examined than the other newspapers, although if one 

examines only the second half of the 1990s the New York Times took the 

lead.  

Although this research answered many questions, there are still 

areas for future study. One approach is to expand the breadth of the 

research by looking at lead paragraphs as well as headlines. Using this 

approach, the data should turn out a bit different. Another approach is to 

categorize the issues that are covered in the headlines. This would provide 

an even closer look at some of the issues that seem to be prevalent with 
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certain nations. Earlier in this paper the theory of Hoge (1997) was 

presented, stating that the interest of American citizens on a foreign nation 

was based on the threat that it posed. One could further examine this idea 

by examining the military power of foreign nations and seeing if there is a 

direct correlation between military power and news coverage. The focuses 

of this study were newspapers in the Unites States. Unlike the studies 

documented in this paper by previous researchers, the current research did 

not document the degree of coverage other foreign nations gave. It would 

be interesting to see where the United States’ media compares to the media 

of foreign nations in terms of the level of foreign coverage.  

Examining this research further, it is important to emphasize the 

strong role of economics (GDP) in foreign coverage. Though this study 

demonstrated that those nations with low GDP received the fewest  

headlines, it is, after all, the national exposure in a positive light that these 

nations desire. With more exposure there would come greater economic 

opportunities, hence increasing the national GDP. The lower the GDP of a 

nation the greater the amount of coverage it should be given in order to 

better the economic standing of that nation. In the United States, however, 

nations similar to it in economic standing are the focus of attention. Nations 

like Congo, Bangladesh, and Ethiopia will continue to be overlooked until 

nations with greater power feel a need for their goods and services.    
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