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From the editors
October 2015. Here’s the first 

Feminist Collections issue of the year. 
It’s a double (Winter–Spring), and it 
will be followed by another double 
(Summer–Fall) in a couple of months. 
We’re aiming to get back to a more 
predictable publishing schedule in 
2016.

Longtime readers may recall that 
over the years, many editions of the 
radical classic from the Boston Wom-
en’s Health Book Collective — Our 
Bodies, Ourselves, often referred to by 
the shorthand OBOS — have been re-
viewed in FC. Most recently (in v. 33, 
no. 2, Spring 2012), Nancy Worcester 
reviewed the ninth and newest edition 
for us, calling it “not your mother’s 
OBOS.” On pages 1–3 of this issue, 
graduate student Kadin Henningsen 
reviews the first-ever edition of Trans 
Bodies, Trans Selves (TBTS), which 
definitely isn’t your mother’s — or any-
one’s mother’s — Our Bodies, Ourselves. 
Kadin does, however, refer to OBOS 
as the “feminist foremother” of this 
amazing new resource for trans people 
and their allies. And editor Laura 
Erickson-Schroth — who, by the way, 
first read her mother’s OBOS at the age 
of 12 — honors that classic when she 
says, in her preface to TBTS, “We have 
endeavored to make [this volume] as 
radical as its predecessor.”

On pages 4–5, our office’s former 
student assistant/social media coordi-
nator, Emily Wessing, reviews Roxane 

Gay’s Bad Feminist, an essay collection 
that Emily finds “[f ]resh, pithy, cyni-
cal, and brilliant.” Intrigued? Check 
out Gay’s other writings, too: they 
include a blog, a mixed-genre book 
about Haiti, and a novel; see www.
roxanegay.com/writing.

The third feature in this issue’s 
book section is my own review of 
“ex-fundamentalist-Christian” mem-
oirs — stories of feminists who took 
their leave of the authoritarian religious 
environments in which they’d been 
raised. I myself come from a long line 
of Christian leave-takers, from my 
sixteenth-century Swiss Mennonite 

ancestors through my less-rigid (at least 
in their own estimation) twentieth-
century Baptist parents, and in my 
own ways I have moved rather far 
afield from the faith of my upbring-
ing. I think this topic is important, not 
only because these stories of the past 
are so emotionally resonant, but also 
because today’s feminists need to be 
more aware of the real dangers posed 
by the Christian fundamentalism of 
today. To further that awareness, I also 
strongly recommend a title I cite in an 
endnote to the review: Kathryn Joyce’s 
Quiverfull: Inside the Christian Patriar-
chy Movement (Beacon Press, 2009). I 
found it sobering, even terrifying.

How and where do you read 
Feminist Collections? Piecemeal in 
online databases? In your institu-
tion’s library, if you’re lucky? Do you 
wait for archived issues to show up 
in MINDS@UW, our institutional 
repository? Please consider a print 
subscription — which, by the way, in-
cludes the bibliographic New Books on 
Women, Gender, & Feminism, as well as 
email notification when new issues of 
Feminist Periodicals: A Current Listing 
of Contents are published online. You’ll 
be giving yourself a gift and helping 
ensure that we can keep publishing 
these resources for gender and women’s 
studies. Use the subscription form on 
page 23 or at www.library.wisc.edu/
gwslibrarian/publications/overview.

JoAnne Lehman
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Book Reviews
Claiming ouR PoweR: Trans Bodies, Trans selves & the 
RadiCal aCt of naming ouR identities

With a rise in transgender vis-
ibility in mainstream media in recent 
years, thanks to transgender celebri-
ties such as Chaz Bono, Janet Mock, 
Laverne Cox, and Caitlin Jenner, as 
well as shows like Amazon Prime’s 
Transparent, the publication of Trans 
Bodies, Trans Selves (TBTS) couldn’t 
have come at a better time. Begun in 
2009, TBTS was a community project 
five years in the making. Like its femi-
nist foremother, Our Bodies, Ourselves 
(OBOS), TBTS is “written by and for” 
its intended audience — “transgender 
and gender nonconforming people,” in 
this case — and its team of creators has 
“endeavored to make it as radical as its 
predecessor” (p. xi).

From the outset, those creators 
rightly proclaim, “There is no one way 
to be transgender” (p. 3).  Indeed, the 
book provides a comprehensive and 
intersectional look at the identities 
and health of transgender and gender 
nonconforming people, even while the 
editors acknowledge that “[m]ost of 
the authors live in the United States 
or Canada. Many are middle or upper 
class, and many are white. There are 
stories that are not told here — voices 
that are not heard” (p. xiii).

The first chapter, “Our Many 
Selves,” addresses the shifting and 
sometimes contested landscape of ter-
minology and identity within the com-
munity:

by Kadin Henningsen

Laura Erickson-Schroth, ed., Trans Bodies, Trans selves: a resource for The Transgender com-
muniTy. Oxford University Press, 2014. 672p. (notes; bibl.; index.) pap., $41.95, ISBN 978-0199325351. Website: 
www.transbodies.com.

As transgender and gender 
nonconforming people (or 
trans people, for short), we 
have many different ways of 
understanding our gender 
identity — our inner sense of 
being male, female, both, or 
neither. Some of us were born 
knowing that something was 
different about us. Others of 
us slowly, over time, began to 
feel that we were not our full 
selves in the gender roles we 
had been given. Our many 
different ways of identifying 
and describing ourselves differ 
based on our backgrounds, 
where we live, who we spend 
time with, and even media 
influences. (p. 3) (emphasis in 
original)

The authors acknowledge that 
the trans community is “frequently 
creating and changing the terminol-
ogy that best fits or describes who we 
are” (p. 3), and that “the distinction 
between various trans people is not 
whether we have had certain kinds of 
body modification but how we iden-
tify” (p. 8). The first chapter therefore 
provides an important primer on 
terminology and identities within the 
community, and the book makes it 
easy to identify important terms and 
concepts by putting those terms/con-
cepts in bold and providing an almost-
ten-page glossary at the end.

TBTS is organized around six 
themes: “Who We Are,” “Living as 
Ourselves,” “Health and Wellness,” 
“Our Relationships and Families,” 
“Life Stages,” and “Claiming Our Pow-
er.” Each themed section includes three 
to six chapters, covering issues that 
trans people may experience in differ-
ent ways from cisgender people (people 
whose sex assigned at birth “matches” 
their gender identity), such as “Race, 
Ethnicity, and Culture”; “Religion and 
Spirituality”; “Intimate Relationships”; 
and “Parenting”; as well as other top-
ics very specific to trans health, such as 
social, medical, and surgical transition; 
sexual and reproductive health; and 
mental health.

TBTS’s strength is in the resources 
and information it provides specifically 
for trans people. The most recent sta-
tistics indicate that trans people experi-
ence double the rate of unemployment 
as the general population, 44% are 
underemployed, 15% live on less than 
$10,000 a year (four times the rate of 
the general population), and 90% ex-
perience harassment or mistreatment in 
the workplace.1 In light of those stark 
realities, TBTS’s chapter on employ-
ment is invaluable, covering applying 
and interviewing for jobs, disclosing 
trans status, negotiating office politics 
and social situations, leveraging work-
place protections, and coming out and 
transitioning on the job (information I 
wish I’d had access to when I came out 
and transitioned on the job in 2009).
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According to the National Cen-
ter for Transgender Equality, 76% of 
trans people postpone seeking medical 
care either because of discrimination 
(28%) or because they can’t afford 
it (48%), 19% are refused access to 
medical care, and 41% have reported 
attempting suicide (compared to 1.6% 
of the general population). Therefore, 
Section 3, “Health and Wellness,” 
is potentially lifesaving. Five differ-
ent chapters provide key information 
on general, sexual, and reproductive 
health, mental health, and medical 
and surgical transition. Section 3 also 
addresses medical providers who work 
with trans people. A sidebar in Chapter 
15, “Mental Health Concerns,” sug-
gests, for instance, that “[w]hen you 
encounter a transgender individual 
struggling with depression, it is impor-
tant to acknowledge and accept the in-
dividual’s true identity, gender-related 
or otherwise, because not doing so can 
be emotionally damaging, not to men-
tion disrupt the therapeutic alliance. 
Do not assume that the mental health 
concerns are solely related to their gen-
der identity” (p. 314).

An additional key section of the 
book covers trans youth, making TBTS 
a great resource for parents and family 
members of trans people. With 78% 
of K-12 trans youth experiencing ha-
rassment, 35% experiencing physical 
assault, and 12% reporting sexual vio-
lence, Chapters 19 (“Children”) and 20 
(“Youth”) are especially important for 
parents and guardians of trans youth as 
well as for educators working in K-12 
education. While TBTS offers concrete 
information for any parent on what 
their child might be experiencing as a 
trans or gender nonconforming child, 
it also acknowledges that parents and 
caregivers are going through their own 
experiences:

Parents can experience a high 
degree of mixed emotions in 

relation to their children’s gen-
der differences… Conflicting 
feelings can be readily present 
even within a willing, sup-
porting parent. It is not easy, 
especially at the beginning, 
to support and advocate for a 
gender nonconforming child. 
It is quite common for par-
ents, even as they seek support 
for their child, to have mixed 
feelings and experience inter-
nal resistance. (p. 418)

The authors go on to talk to parents 
about dealing with grief, guilt, accep-
tance, and willingness. Educators can 
also benefit from this coverage of trans 
children and youth. Both chapters 
offer guidance about training school 
staff to work with trans kids, handling 
school bathrooms, and ensuring access 
to extracurricular activities like school 
sports.

The book’s straightforward and 
accessible language makes even the 
most complicated concepts easy to 
grasp. For instance, authors Laura 
Erickson-Schroth, Miqqi Alicia Gil-
bert, and T. Evan Smith offer a fairly 
accessible (even if a bit oversimplified) 
explanation of Judith Butler’s notion of 
performativity in Chapter 6, “Sex and 
Gender Development”:

We learn about gender by 
watching other people, by 
imitating what they do, and 
by identifying with them and 
mimicking their behavior. The 
feminist philosopher Judith 
Butler calls gender a perfor-
mance (Butler, 1990). How-
ever, this performance is not 
the same thing as acting. We 
learn and repeat others’ behav-
iors, internalizing them and 
interpreting them as a sense of 
self. We also repeat gendered 

behaviors over generations, 
solidifying our culture’s un-
derstanding of gender. While 
not everyone would agree 
that gender is completely cre-
ated by us, rather than having 
some biological components, 
there is significant evidence 
that our gender identities are 
influenced by social factors. 
(p. 83) (emphasis in original)

Chapter 6 goes on to explain that “sex 
and gender are not completely separate 
concepts, and social and biological fac-
tors play an important role in defining 
both our sex and our gender” (p. 80).  
This chapter does an excellent job of 
discussing the multivalent research on 
trans people (including biological, cog-
nitive development, psychosocial devel-
opment, etc.), while not holding one 
conclusion above others, and providing 
multiple sides to the various debates; 
thus, it would be very useful for any 
introductory class on gender, whether 
in the sciences or in the humanities.

While TBTS gets part of its 
radicalness from following in the 
footsteps of its sister volume, OBOS, 
as it seeks to challenge “the medical 
establishment’s monopoly on knowl-
edge” about trans bodies (p. xi), it is 
perhaps its multitude of voices that 
sets TBTS apart. The book boasts 207 
named, “long piece” contributors, an 
additional few hundred “short piece” 
contributors, and 3,000 anonymous 
participants in an online survey. Pep-
pered throughout the book are quotes 
from this survey offering tangible and 
varied experiences of transgender and 
gender nonconforming people. How-
ever, at times the quotes feel misplaced 
and visually disruptive to the flow of 
information, or appear to be making 
up for a lack of written content by the 
authors.

This use (or abuse) of quotes in 
TBTS is not the book’s only design 

Book Reviews
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flaw. In the volume’s introduction, the 
editor indicates that two “chapters” 
(“Media” and “Global Leaders”) do not 
appear in sequential order in the book, 
but rather as “spotlights” throughout. 
While this is a good move on the part 
of the editing team, both spotlights 
could stand to be labeled more clearly, 
as well as incorporated more smoothly, 
since they (much like 
the anonymous quotes) 
are often awkwardly 
placed on the page 
in boxes, sometimes 
disrupting the rest of 
the text flow. While I 
acknowledge that good 
design and page layout 
are expensive, especially 
for a community that 
already faces its share of 
financial obstacles, the 
layout is inconsistent 
and confusing at times, 
getting in the way of ac-
cessibility and usability. 
For instance, because 
information on media 
sources is sometimes 
located in sidebars and 
sometimes in boxes 
within the main text, 
scanning for this infor-
mation is slowed down.

Despite these flaws, 
TBTS is an invaluable 
resource. A surprising 
wealth of material on 
trans people already 
exists, written by both 
trans and cisgender peo-
ple, and in a broad range of genres and 
formats, including memoirs, histories, 
medical journals, academic collections, 
and even graphic novels. This volume 
does an excellent job of consolidating 
much of that material into a “one-stop” 
resource, while also providing extensive 
bibliographies at the end of each chap-
ter for further exploration. TBTS is an 

ideal book for introductory reading, 
both for personal and classroom use.

The book closes with an after-
word by Wendy Sanford on behalf of 
OBOS’s founding members. Sanford 
rightly places TBTS within a deep fem-
inist legacy of knowledge production, 
community support, and self-advocacy:

As with OBOS, a community 
of people who are the best ex-
perts on themselves has come 
together to create a resource of 
information, mutual support, 
and political advocacy that 
will strengthen many. Thanks 
to Trans Bodies, Trans Selves 
and all the transgender folks 
who have been writing and 

teaching over the past many 
years, we, a group of cisgender 
women, now know that we 
can no longer say “a woman’s 
body” and mean only one 
thing. (p. 592)

TBTS is an essential resource for 
trans people and an invaluable ad-

dition to the library 
collections of all who 
care about trans people, 
especially educators, 
medical professionals, 
parents, and LGBT 
centers. I echo both the 
Boston Women’s Health 
Collective and the many 
contributors to TBTS 
when I say, “Please share 
this book with others” 
(p. xi).

Note

1. All statistics in this 
review are pulled from 
Jaime M. Grant, Lisa 
A. Mottet, Justin Tanis, 
Jack Harrison, Jody L. 
Herman, & Mara Keis-
ling, Injustice at Every 
Turn: A Report of the 
National Transgender 
Discrimination Survey 
(Washington, D.C.: 
National Center for 
Transgender Equality 
and National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, 
2011); transequality.

org/sites/default/files/docs/resources/
NTDS_Report.pdf.

[Kadin Henningsen is a graduate student 
in the Department of Gender & Women’s 
Studies at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison, where he is completing his 
thesis on the rhetoric of passing and 
transgender subjectivity.]

Book Reviews
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vulneRaBle, human, & flawed: Confessions of a Bad 
feminist
by Emily Wessing

Roxane Gay, Bad feminisT: essays. Harper Perennial, 2014. 336p. pap., $15.99, ISBN 978-0062282712.

“The world changes faster than we 
can fathom in ways that are compli-
cated.” (p. ix)

For the levels of nuance that 
emerge through the rest of the book, 
to open with a universally uncontested 
claim seems…out of place. However, 
these are the buzz words — complicated 
and change — that lay the foundation 
for Roxane Gay’s ultimate coinage: bad 
feminist. 

What is feminism? Who does it 
include? Who does it leave out? How 
do we talk about it? The questions are 
there, as they always have been. What 
Gay adds to this conversation is re-
freshingly simple, but daunting. In the 
midst of a notoriously transient cul-
ture, she dares to ask that question, the 
question that many feminists at some 
point have likely pondered: If I can’t 
answer and align my life with those 
questions…am I a bad feminist?

As somewhat of a newcomer to 
feminism myself, I found Gay’s work 
to be exactly what I needed it to be — 
real. Fresh, pithy, cynical, and brilliant, 
the essays help one wade through the 
murky waters of pop culture without 
drowning in convoluted jargon or 
weighty prose. The strength of the col-
lection is the human lens Gay applies 
to areas of feminist thought — media, 
privilege, academia, authorship, ste-
reotypes, violence, and more — and 
the raw capacity with which she deftly 
maneuvers around insecurity and 
imperfection. In six sections broadly 
titled “Introduction,” “Me,” “Gender 
& Sexuality,” “Race & Entertainment,” 

“Politics, Gender & Race,” and “Back 
to Me,” Gay draws on her own expe-
rience, while not delegitimizing the 
experiences of others, to leverage the 
idea that “[f ]eminism can be pluralistic 
so long as we respect the different femi-
nisms we carry with us, so long as we 
give enough of a damn to try to mini-
mize the fractures among us” (p. xiii).

Gay’s introduction provides an 
extended thesis for the subsequent 
sections, seamlessly weaving together 
current events, topical concerns of the 
modern feminist movement, and the 
process of reconciling one’s flaws with 
the adoption of a feminist lifestyle. 
Challenging the groundwork that’s 
been laid in order to liberate her read-
ers and provide an inclusive, forgiving, 
vulnerable environment through which 
to navigate, she declares that “feminism 
is flawed because it is a movement 
powered by people and people are 
inherently flawed” (p. x). The book is 
open-minded and open-ended from 
the start, welcoming feminists of all 
levels and backgrounds to the table, 
while reminding and encouraging 
them to think critically of the culture 
that surrounds them.

“Me” narrows in on Gay’s lived 
experience and personal background. 
She speaks candidly of her existence as 
a black woman and of the desire to be-
long in a society that is known to op-
press. She tackles a spectrum of topics 
including dating, entertainment, privi-
lege, and academia, rooting her discus-
sion in the intimate truth that in each 
venture, one strives to belong. Her 
personal anecdotes are heartbreaking 

and exposed, honest and overwhelm-
ing, and her chapter on the nature of 
privilege covers all the bases in terms of 
definition, acknowledgment, activism, 
moderation, and entitlement. 

“Gender & Sexuality” continues 
to subvert the conventional, Gay’s wry 
sense of humor aptly dissecting the 
realms of stereotypes, female relation-
ships, the representation of women 
in pop culture, authorship, gender 
and femininity, body image, violence, 
and more. This section is chock-full 
of content, and although several of 
the subjects would benefit from more 
thorough analyses, on the whole Gay 
manages to commendably deconstruct 
those hot-button issues that remain 
direct concerns to the feminist move-
ment today, and she does so with tact 
and sensitivity.

The third section, “Race & 
Entertainment,” critiques individual 
forms and figures of popular media, 
with commentaries on The Help, Djan-
go Unchained, Fruitvale Station, Orange 
Is the New Black, 12 Years a Slave, and 
actor/filmmaker Tyler Perry. Although 
many of her critiques are emotionally 
and viscerally driven, Gay challenges 
her readers to delve deeper, prompt-
ing conversations that address racism, 
morality, and media depictions of the 
black community, all while unabash-
edly pushing back against popular 
opinion. “It doesn’t help that so much 
of the black experience, particularly in 
movies, is mediated through the vision 
of white writers and directors,” she 
muses in her chapter on Django, “(as if 
they are the most qualified to speak to 
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black history)” (p. 218). Her responses 
to highly acclaimed works are raw, un-
forgiving, and compelling.

“Politics, Gender & Race,” dedi-
cated to large-scale societal issues, ap-
plies the principles of the “Race & 
Entertainment” section to expand 
the conversation globally, broaching  
off-screen realities to engage subjects 
such as the politics of respectability 
(how a black person “should” behave), 

overcoming racism, supporting those 
affected by it, using social media for 
activism, reproductive freedom (or 
lack thereof ), terrorism, the cycle of 
suffering, and the pursuit of justice in 
a broken world.  “Heroism can be a 
burden” (p. 281), Gay reminds us, but 
she provides a heartfelt incentive for 

action, highlighting the importance of 
striving for change, even when society 
has become exhausting and seemingly 
unsalvageable.

At the conclusion of Bad Femi-
nist, the question remains: Is there a 
way to be a “good” feminist in a fast-
changing, ever-complex world? This 
final section appropriately compresses 
the focus “Back to Me,” as Gay con-
fronts this query, posing a few more 
rhetorical ones of her own. Reassert-
ing her thesis, she argues that “[t]he 
most significant problem with essential 
feminism is how it doesn’t allow for 
the complexities of human experience 
or individuality” (p. 305). Bad Femi-
nist serves as a testament to budding 
feminists in reminding us that being 
human — while complicated — is not 
a hindrance to the movement. Rather, 
it is this necessary vulnerability that 
structures a foundation of courage 
and empathy from which to tackle 
the overwhelming culture we live in. 
Roxane Gay’s work would be a great 
supplement to any classroom, library, 
or bookshelf. If nothing else, it can 
remind us all in our weaker moments 
that we might “rather be a bad feminist 
than no feminist at all” (p. 318). 

[Emily Wessing graduated in 2015, with 
a B.A. in communication arts, English 
literature, and digital media studies, 
from the University of Wisconsin–Madi-
son, where she also served as social media 
coordinator for the Office of the Gender 
& Women’s Studies Librarian.]

Book Reviews
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the feminist ex-fundamentalist: leaving an authoRitaRian 
ChRistian Past

by JoAnne Lehman

Saloma Miller Furlong, Why i lefT The amish: a memoir. Michigan State University Press, 2011. 190p. (appendi-
ces.) pap., $19.95, ISBN 978-0870139949.

________________, BonneT sTrings: an amish Woman’s Ties To TWo Worlds. Herald Press, 2014. 
350p. (recipes.) pap., $15.99, ISBN 978-0836198584.

Susan Campbell, daTing Jesus: a sTory of fundamenTalism, feminism, and The american girl. 
Beacon Press, 2009 (reprint pap. edition, 2010). 224p. (notes.) pap., $16.00, ISBN 978-0807010723.

Elizabeth Esther, girl aT The end of The World: my escaPe from fundamenTalism in search of 
faiTh WiTh a fuTure. Convergent Books, 2014. 224p. (discussion questions; author interview.) pap., $14.99, ISBN 
978-0307731876.

Rachel Held Evans, evolving in monKey ToWn: hoW a girl Who KneW all The ansWers learned 
To asK The QuesTions. Zondervan, 2010; reissued in 2014 as faiTh unraveled: hoW a girl Who 
KneW all The ansWers learned To asK QuesTions. 240p. (notes.) pap., $15.99, ISBN 978-0310339168.

Cami Ostman & Susan Tive, eds., Beyond Belief: The secreT lives of Women in eXTreme reli-
gions. Seal Press, 2013. 328p. pap., $16.00, ISBN 978-1580054423.

This essay looks at the stories of women who have tak-
en their leave of the extremely authoritarian Christian faith 
systems in which they were raised — systems they found 
limiting, oppressive, and even deeply damaging. Some even-
tually settled into expressions of Christianity that felt more 
open or progressive; some rejected religion completely. All 
grew up immersed and indoctrinated in rigid and patriarchal 
belief systems, and managed against the odds to move on to 
something else. Yet each story and its outcomes are unique.

I limit my focus here to women leaving sects or move-
ments in a seemingly narrow segment of conservative, 
Protestant, and mostly white Christianity in the U.S. — not 
only because this is the segment I am most familiar with 
from my own history and research, and not only because to 
broaden the scope would make this review the length of a 
book, but also because I think this segment is misperceived 
and too lightly dismissed by liberal and feminist circles and 
the GWS environments of today — particularly in terms 
of those movements’ history of and potential for harm. 
Although each group in this category is different from the 
others, all hold to some notion of biblical literalism and 
inerrancy; all believe in a literal, personal hell in the afterlife 
where nonbelievers will be eternally punished; all adhere to 
some concept of women’s submission to male “headship” 
as God’s design; and all enforce behavior codes, although 

the codes may not be static or even spelled out. A girl-child 
raised in such an absolutist environment, especially if her 
parents are fervent and faithful followers, is ill-prepared to 
“choose” her religious beliefs, or anything else, as she reaches 
adolescence and adulthood, and she will face fierce resistance 
if she decides to leave that world. That so many manage to 
do it is remarkable.

Saloma Miller Furlong left her Amish family and 
community—and thus her entire known world—in the late 
1970s. Susan Campbell left the “church of Christ” denomi-
nation (emphatic about its “small c”) in the 1980s. Around 
the turn of the millennium, Elizabeth Esther began to ex-
tricate herself from a cultish “end-times” movement known 
as The Assembly; and Rachel Held Evans “evolved” from 
fiercely defending conservative Christian beliefs to “learning 
to ask questions” in the early years of this century. In the one 
anthology reviewed here (Beyond Belief), the essays I focus 
on are by women who left fundamentalist Christian back-
grounds. Other pieces in that volume introduce contribu-
tors’ experiences with other Christian-identified sects (e.g., 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormon Church, the Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, Christian Science) as well as with other 
religions, including Islam, Hassidic Judaism, and the Rev. 
Moon’s Unification Church.
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how & Why she left
Being Amish means much more than 

holding a certain set of religious beliefs, 
although it is that too. An Amish community 
is a culture, a language, a network of families, 
and a dictated and monitored way of living 
that aims not to convert the rest of the world, 
but to remain separate from and unstained 
by it. The religious beliefs, though, are inex-
tricably bound up with the rest. The Amish 
are unlikely to use the term “fundamentalist 
Christian,” yet they share some core beliefs 
with those who do so identify. A literal hell is 
the eternal fate of those outside the fold. Christ 
and the (inerrant) Bible are central. And men 
are God’s designated leaders, meant to be fully 
in charge both of the home and of the church. 

In Why I Left the Amish and Bonnet Strings: 
An Amish Woman’s Ties to Two Worlds, two 
separate, nonsequential volumes that overlap 
and intersect as they focus on different parts 
of the author’s life in and outside an Ohio 
Amish community, Saloma Miller Furlong tells 
her story with powerful directness and simplicity that seem 
to spring from her “plain” background, yet resonate with 
astounding grace. She wrote Why I Left as she was pursuing 
higher education for the first time — decades after leaving 
the Amish, after marrying and 
raising two sons. This memoir 
tells of her early life, but from 
the vantage point of middle 
age, when she is not only in 
her first weeks of Smith Col-
lege’s Ada Comstock Program 
(“designed for women who 
had not finished college at 
the traditional age”), but also 
traveling “home” to attend the 
funeral of her father, about 
whom and with whom she 
has finally achieved a sense of 
peace. Reflections about this 
trip in the present are inter-
spersed with the story of Fur-
long’s childhood and youth, 
up until she first fled her 
family and community, at age 
20, for a new life in Vermont. 
Bonnet Strings, published a 
few years later, fills in the 

period from that first depar-
ture through her subse-
quent, not-quite-voluntary 
return to Ohio (to try again 
to be the Amish woman her 
community required), to 
her final leave-taking a few 
years later.

Furlong says that ulti-
mately, she wasn’t a good fit 
for the Amish world — that 
for her, it “was a mismatch 
from the start—being born 
with a nature that just 
did not fit into my Amish 
culture” (Bonnet Strings, 
p. 11). She maintains that 
many other Amish people 
fit just fine into the culture 
and live perfectly happy 
lives in it. PBS producer 
Callie T. Wright,1 in her 
foreword to Bonnet Strings, 

expresses this sentiment even more explicitly, writing that 
for those Amish people who “find identity, comfort, and 
hope within the Amish community,” the “choice to become 
members and live the Amish life doesn’t feel like a wrench-

ing renunciation of their true self, because 
their true self exists, happy and fulfilled, 
within the Amish community” (p. 9).

Although I admire both Wright’s and 
Furlong’s respect for those who choose to 
remain Amish, and their desire not to offend 
or assign blame — and although I would 
never argue that happiness and fulfillment 
are impossible for anyone, in almost any cir-
cumstance — such a pronouncement seems 
an overgeneralization; moreover, I think it 
overlooks the problematic nature of choice 
for someone born and raised in a rigid, 
exclusive, separatist environment, where 
“choosing” otherwise condemns one to the 
prospect of eternal torture, not to mention 
actual ostracism from all that was familiar 
and comforting in this life.

Nevertheless, it clearly wasn’t a good 
fit for Furlong, whose mismatch with the 
system was exacerbated by her father’s appar-
ently low intelligence, his untreated mental 
illness, and his violence, as well as by brutal 
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mistreatment (including incest) by an older brother who 
himself had probably been raped by outsiders. Of course, 
tragic dysfunction and child abuse occur in many families 
and many settings, religious or not. But in Furlong’s closed 
and patriarchal community, it was impossible to get those 
abuses acknowledged, much less addressed in any satisfac-
tory way. 

Furlong describes a special meeting of church members 
(she was an official member, so she had to participate) to 
hear a confession from her own father about having “gone 
too far” in disciplining his daughters. In fact, her father 
frequently went after his wife and children in a rage, and 
his beatings caused injury. The (male) church leaders were 
inclined to give the (male) offender some slack, though, 
because, as they saw it, the violence was “‘not entirely [his] 
fault. If the wife and children would be more obedient, then 
[he] wouldn’t have this problem’” (Why I Left, p. 141). They 
then asked each church member, individually, for an audible 
“yes” or “no” to the proposed terms of forgiveness. The 
problem, as Furlong felt acutely, was that she had to say yes 
to what the male leaders wanted:

The torture of sitting there on the backless bench 
with the deacon shuffling closer and closer to me, 
getting one submissive yes after another from the 
girls before me, was almost more than I could bear. 
Then he stood in front of me and it was my turn to 
say yes. I knew that the women in the church were 
not allowed to oppose anything. They had to tell 
their husbands if they disagreed with the policies of 
the church, and then it was the men’s duty to relay 
that information to the bishop. According to this 
policy, I had no choice. (Why I Left, p. 141)

This was a common experience for women in the communi-
ty. “[L]ater that day,” Furlong writes, “I asked [my mother] 
if a woman had ever opposed anything in the church. She 
said, ‘Not that I know of ’” (p. 142).

In 2004, back in Ohio to attend her father’s funeral 
after many years away, Furlong experiences a powerful 
feeling of reconciliation with the Amish community as the 
members silently stand around her, 400 strong, at his casket. 
Even in the details of the funeral seating, though, she notes 
the lasting patriarchal influence of her religious culture of 
origin:

Here was the symbol for all to see of how the 
men in the family had stayed Amish and all of the 
women had left: Brother Joe sat at one end and 
Brother Simon at the other, representing the Amish 

part of the family, with Sarah, Susan, and myself 
and our spouses in between. I don’t know if this 
says more about our family, or the community in 
general. Certainly the men in the community ben-
efited more than the women from the requirement 
that women be subservient to their men—father, 
brothers, and husband. But we also had Mem’s 
[mother’s] example to go by: she had stayed in a 
difficult relationship in which she was more than 
capable of taking the lead than Datt [father], yet 
this was unacceptable within the community. She 
had rebellious feelings about having to be subser-
vient to someone who was unreasonable and less 
intelligent and capable than she was, yet she strove 
to conform to the Amish ways. (Why I Left, p. 62)

Perhaps the average American feminist (is there one?) 
would dismiss the Amish experience as exotic or not quite 
real, especially if we haven’t personally known anyone in that 
world. But notice: even from such an insular and patriarchal 
culture, individuals much like ourselves, but with amaz-
ingly different pasts, do emerge into feminist spaces. Saloma 
Miller Furlong is now a Smith College graduate working 
at Amherst, speaking her mind in PBS documentaries, and 
reflecting on her experiences in ways that help others strug-
gling with similar situations.2

The Wrong Jesus?
The religious culture from which Susan Campbell, au-

thor of Dating Jesus, emerged was not as extreme — at least 
in observable ways — as Saloma Miller Furlong’s childhood 
environment. Members of her childhood church denomina-
tion (“We are taught not to capitalize ‘church’ in ‘church of 
Christ,’” she says [p. 14]) hold regular jobs and send their 
children to public school; and she gets to play baseball with 
the neighborhood boys, despite her mother’s wishes for 
her to learn the womanly kitchen arts. Yet her religion is “a 
hard-backed, two-fisted faith,” she declares, “that will ask 
everything of me” (p. 61). 

The young Campbell loves Jesus with all her heart and 
throws herself into biblical scholarship and winning souls for 
Christ. But along the way, she is also “growing less comfort-
able with the compromises I’ve made in my head. I love 
Jesus, but if all believers are urged to stay on the straight and 
narrow, there seems to be an especially narrow road built for 
women” (p. 64). She has been “taught that women are to 
keep silent in the assembly, and so women are not allowed 
to talk in church at all” (p. 14), but this bothers her, and she 
picks an argument with her (male) Sunday school teacher 
about it. Although she debates his arguments handily (“I am 
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schooled in rhetoric”), he pulls rank and sends her to tend 
babies in the nursery for the rest of the hour (p. 22). “And so 
for now,” she accepts,

I will fulfill God’s highest purpose for me. I will 
train myself and pay attention when my Sunday 
school teachers talk about female virtues. I will 
learn what is expected of me, and I will surpass 
those expectations. (p. 23)

Dating Jesus — not only Campbell’s memoir but also 
a brief history of Christian fundamentalism and its early 
relationships to social justice movements, including abo-
litionism and women’s suffrage — is information-packed, 
highly readable, and wickedly witty. Campbell grew up to be 
a journalist with a regular column in the Hartford Courant, 
part of a team of news reporters that won a Pulitzer in 1999. 
Her writing skills are finely honed, and she could easily 
be a stand-up comedian too. Her wry humor infuses even 
the most factual parts of the text, including her numerous 
footnotes (one begins, “Precisely what happened when a 
soul was saved was a little sketchy to me” [p. 46]; in another, 

as she recollects her pitiful high-school attempts at dating, 
she says, “I look at my virginity in a time just past the Age 
of Aquarius with a large dose of ambivalence. Jesus was a 
virgin, and I love Jesus, but…” [p. 125]). Her definition of 
fundamentalist nails it:

In short, a fundamentalist:

•	 Believes strongly in the inerrancy of the Bible 
and has little use for a contextual study of it. A 
more liberal evangelical—say, former president 
Jimmy Carter—does not cling to the idea of 
biblical inerrancy.

•	 Believes that people who aren’t fundamental-
ists aren’t really Christian. That is a hard point. 
To be a true fundamentalist, you must believe 
that your friends who aren’t fundamentalist are 
going to hell.

•	 Will not debate religion and sees no purpose 
in such debate. A popular bumper sticker in 
my home said, “God Said It, I Believe It, That 
Settles It.” A debate means the fundamentalist 
would be debating for God, and what if the 
fundamentalist isn’t up to it?

•	 Sees the Holy as entirely masculine—God the 
Father and Jesus the Son. The sexually ambiva-
lent Holy Spirit is—as you might imagine—
considerably far less powerful.

•	 Believes their church can be traced back to the 
New Testament. It is the one, true Church. 
Sorry, Rome. (p. 33)

Ultimately, her church’s patriarchy and rigidity propel 
Campbell out its doors after she reaches adulthood, but she 
remains “haunted” by Christ. “I still love Jesus,” she says (p. 
185), and she can neither abandon that love completely nor 
settle for more trendy, relaxed versions of evangelical faith 
that might have served her well had she not had the other 
experience first. She and her brother agree that “[f ]unda-
mentalism broke off in us”:

Like a sword, fundamentalism was plunged into 
our bodies, and then it got broken off in us so 
that we will never, ever heal from the wound. Like 
Perpetual Jesus on the Perpetual Cross, we are the 
walking wounded. By now, the shaft is part of our 
organs… (p. 161)

The issues that keep the adult Campbell outside the 
faith (“I’m going to stand right here. As much as I miss har-
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monizing with my fractured alto on the hymns that scared 
the shit out of me, this is me standing over here by myself ” 
[p. 185]) include fundamentalists’ obsession with abortion, 
the brutal abuses perpetrated upon children in fundamental-
ist families, and a friend’s suffering at the hand of “ex-gay” 
ministries. She does, however, reach a point of realizing that 
perhaps the Christ of her childhood church “was the wrong 
Jesus” — “[o]r, rather, the entity I dated through high 
school and college and into my early adult years was em-
phatically not Jesus. It was someone’s idea of Jesus, but not 
the real one” (p. 204). Chapter 10, “Water Jugs,” explores 
New Testament stories of “the real one” and reflects on the 
probability that he (the real Jesus) was radically egalitarian, 
in opposition to the way “the traditional patriarchal Chris-
tian message” (p. 182) has portrayed him. 

“The real Jesus wouldn’t have loved me less because 
of my gender,” Campbell concludes. Nor would he “have 
weighed me down with rules…that serve no real purpose... 
The real Jesus would have loved me for me.” And he “would 
have had a sense of humor about the whole thing, goddam-
mit” (p. 205).3

revolution gone rigid
Girl at the End of the World, a dramatically chilling tale, 

is told evenly and without melodrama. Around the time 
Saloma Miller Furlong was leaving her Amish community 
in the late 1970s, Elizabeth Esther was born into a cult 
called The Assembly, started by her self-ordained-pastor 
grandfather, “Papa George,” as “a way to harness the Jesus 
Movement energy [of the early 1970s] and create his own 
personal brand of Christianity” (p. 7).

“In the beginning,” Esther writes, “The Assembly was 
vibrant, energetic, and revolutionary. It was groovy. The 
social experimentation of the sixties had broken down the 
walls of tired old religion, and a new generation was falling 
in love with Jesus. Roaring out of Southern California like 
wildfire, the Jesus Movement upended traditional Christian 
denominations and challenged the religious establishment” 
(p. 7). But by the time Papa George’s granddaughter was a 
precocious nine-year-old, preaching on street corners and 
“ready to die for Jesus” (p. 3), 

the idealistic dream that had initially ignited our 
little band of born-again Christians gradually hard-
ened into a rigid lifestyle…
 What I remember most are the increasingly 
strict rules and the insular, fundamentalist tradi-
tions we developed. Papa George’s interpretation of 
the Bible was hyperliteral: he demanded complete 
and total loyalty… Children were spanked from 

six months old until they were teenagers. Women 
were required to dress very modestly and behave 
within strict gender roles. Everything, from how 
we ordered our daily schedules to our tone of voice, 
was monitored. (pp. 8–9)

Girl at the End of the World succinctly explains how a 
cult goes beyond fundamentalism:
 

Cults aren’t so much about beliefs as they are about 
methods and behavior… [I]t is the emotional 
seizing of people’s trust, thoughts, and choices that 
identifies a cult… Fundamentalism that becomes 
cultish destroys the God-given freedom of each 
person. Usually this is accomplished through fear. 
(p. 9)

Elizabeth Esther lives in that fear from early childhood until 
she is a young married mother herself. Although she longs 
for freedom, the control and fear wielded by the cult hold 
her in. She is forced to give up the extracurricular activities 
she loves in high school. She is not allowed to leave home 
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for college. Her courtship is directed by The Assembly’s 
rules and expectations — although she does end up with a 
man with whom she feels hope, at least at times, of avoid-
ing some of the cult’s rigidity in their own life together. But 
in the process, she has to endure instruction in “biblical 
marriage” by her stern, cruel grandmother, and she fears that 
her husband-to-be, subjected to intense training in his own 
future roles, is swallowing it all whole.

I have been given a role to play. My marriage will 
be an Assembly marriage. There is no other way. — 
Our husbands are God to us. (p. 128)

After she is married, after she and her husband have 
children whom they quietly resist disciplining as harshly as 
the cult demands, and after outside criticisms of the group 
have started to be voiced, Esther and her husband gather the 
courage to confront her grandparents about the abuses in 
The Assembly, particularly the violence that her uncle — a 
church leader — has wreaked upon his wife and children for 
years. That confrontation, as they anticipated, marks their 
definitive break with the cult. It takes years of struggle and 
exploration beyond that, but Esther eventually finds herself 
drawn, surprisingly, to Catholicism, because of “this connec-
tion with Mary that’s helping me understand Jesus again,” 
and because “Catholics embrace mystery” (p. 182). She even 
experiences healing and reconciliation with her parents — 
but not with Papa George or Grandma.4

getting god right
Rachel Held Evans’s Evolving in Monkey Town5 contrasts 

with Girl at the End of the World as well as with the other 
stories here. The religious environment of Evans’s youth was 
not so much on the fringes (“the Bible Belt culture perme-
ated every part of life in Dayton,” she writes of the town 
where her family moved when she was thirteen [p. 39]), 
so she did not experience the extremes of Christian “separ-
ateness” that Esther, Furlong, or even Campbell did. Her 
immediate family, moreover, seems to have been genuinely 
loving, healthy, and functional, and to have maintained 
some tolerance, despite its upholding of conservative faith, 
for questioning. Nevertheless, she was a fundamentalist 
Christian,

in the sense that I thought salvation means having 
the right opinions about God and that fighting 
the good fight about faith requires defending those 
opinions at all costs. I was a fundamentalist because 
my security and self-worth and sense of purpose in 
life were all wrapped up in getting God right—in 

believing the right things about him, saying the 
right things about him, and convincing others to 
embrace the right things about him too. (p. 17)

Unlike the fundamentalism of a few decades earlier that 
Susan Campbell described, Evans’s brand, and her genera-
tion of believers, did engage in intellectual debate, especially 
as she learned “apologetics” at Bryan College: “I learned not 
only how to define and defend a biblical worldview, but also 
how to dismantle opposing worldviews” (p. 72). But even 
so, by the time she graduated from college, her faith was 
evolving:

It started small — a nagging question here, a new 
idea there…but before I knew it…twenty years of 
unquestioned assumptions about my faith were 
suddenly thrown into doubt.

…I questioned what I thought were fundamen-
tals—the eternal damnation of all non-Christians, 
the scientific and historical accuracy of the Bible, 
the ability to know absolute truth, and the po-
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liticization of evangelicalism. I questioned God: 
his fairness, regarding salvation; his goodness, for 
allowing poverty and injustice in the world; and 
his intelligence, for entrusting Christians to fix 
things. I wrestled with passages of Scripture that 
seemed to condone genocide and the oppression of 
women and struggled to make sense of the pride 
and hypocrisy within the church. I wondered if the 
God of my childhood was really the kind of God I 
wanted to worship, and at times I wondered if he 
even exists at all. (p. 22)

As she and others of her religious generation “encoun-
tered new cultures and traditions,” she reflects, “it became 
harder and harder to convince ourselves and others that 
evangelical Christians in America had a monopoly on abso-
lute truth… The assumption that God belongs to a certain 
country, political party, denomination, or religion seemed 
absurd” (p. 204).

Evans, unlike some who leave fundamentalist back-
grounds, still identifies very strongly as Christian, although 
in a more progressive and feminist sense now, and she is a 
popular speaker to large audiences of others who do as well.6 

religion in the extreme
Beyond Belief, the final resource on my list, is an 

anthology. All of its stories are about women in “extreme 
religions” as the title indicates, but only a few fit this review’s 
leaving-fundamentalist-Christianity theme. Readers will be 
interested in “Church Bodies” (pp. 2–15), about Naomi J. 
Williams’s Calvinistic upbringing; “Touch” (pp. 111–125), 
Elise Glassman’s story of growing up homeschooled and 
independent Baptist, yet managing to read Judy Blume; 
Pamela Helberg’s “Body Language” (pp. 126–136), about 
being dragged as a teenager to her pastor for healing prayer 
to cast out her demons of lesbianism; “The Imperceptible 
Head Shake” (pp. 278–285), by Julia Scheeres, who at 13 
had been “a budding ‘women’s libber’—that most hated and 
denounced creature among conservative Christians—al-
though I didn’t know it yet” (p. 282); and Valerie Tarico’s 
story, in “Duct Tape and Baling Wire” (pp. 286–292), of life 
growing up in “an independent Bible church”:

[W]e were taught that the Bible was the literally 
perfect word of God, a blueprint for this life and 
the next... I never took my salvation for granted...
and hell, with its tortured hordes of burning souls, 
was a scary place. (p. 287)

 
The other contributions in the anthology are worth 

reading, too, and the volume as a whole is a useful starting 
point for looking at wider issues of religious fundamentalism 
and how feminists might engage with them. In any case, the 
introductory words of editors Susan Tive and Cami Ostman 
are relevant: “In Beyond Belief you will find appreciation 
and gratitude for experiences of faith side by side with deep 
resentment and anger… It’s our hope that you’ll see yourself, 
your friends, and even a few of the people who irritate you 
in these pages—and that your curiosity will be piqued and 
your compassion stimulated” (pp. x–xi).

This review was meant to introduce Feminist Collec-
tions readers to a few stories that resonate deeply with me, 
and that might have encouraged me — a leave-taker of 
fundamentalist Christianity myself — at earlier times in my 
life, had they been available. I hope it has raised the aware-
ness of feminists to the existence of these leave-takers, and to 
the possibility that people like them might now, or soon, be 
sitting in our classes, even teaching our classes, or attending 
NWSA conferences with us — not to mention the many 
more who might want to leave their fundamentalist Chris-
tian cultures of origin, but feel trapped in their circumstanc-
es and unable to shake off a worldview so deeply inculcated 
in them since childhood.7 I hope it inspires compassion for 
all of them, and a greater understanding of what they have 
endured. I hope it might also inspire further study about 
the many realms of religious fundamentalism, and more 
memoirs.

I want to end on a note of concern, even alarm: Child-
hoods like those described here — and ones even more 
extreme — are still being lived in fundamentalist Christian 
circles in this country, perhaps in even greater numbers than 
ever before. And the leaders of the newer waves of American 
fundamentalist Christianity are hugely influential in politics 
and government, unlike many of their forebears. We would 
do well to understand the origins of these political-religious 
trends and the people who have known those worlds from 
the inside.8 

Notes

1. Between publication of Why I Left the Amish and that 
of Bonnet Strings, PBS produced two American Experience 
documentaries featuring Saloma Miller Furlong and other 
Amish and formerly Amish individuals: The Amish (2012) 
and The Amish: Shunned (2014). I recommend them for a 
look at the world Furlong was brought up in and the dif-
ficulty — even, for some, the impossibility — of leaving it.
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2. Also see Furlong’s website and blog at salomafurlong.
com.

3. Susan Campbell blogs these days about Christianity, femi-
nism, racism, and more at datingjesus.wordpress.com.

4. Elizabeth Esther writes more about her past and present 
at www.elizabethesther.com.

5. The title refers to the town of Dayton, Tennessee, where 
Evans grew up and attended college, and which had become 
known in 1925 for the famous trial in which Clarence Dar-
row and William Jennings Bryan debated evolution. Note 
that the book was reissued in 2014 with the new title Faith 
Unraveled.

6. She is also the author of a new book, Searching for 
Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church (Thomas 
Nelson, 2015), and she blogs at rachelheldevans.com/blog.

7. Although beyond the scope of this review, there are 
helpful resources, many online, for those leaving or helping 
others to leave fundamentalist Christian backgrounds. One 
might start with some of the writers on Patheos: see www.
patheos.com in general, the evangelical and progressive 
Christian sections in particular, and especially Libby Anne’s 
columns at www.patheos.com/blogs/lovejoyfeminism and 
others at www.patheos.com/blogs/nolongerquivering. Psy-
chologist and former fundamentalist Marlene Winell offers 
wonderful resources, including the book Leaving the Fold: A 
Guide for Former Fundamentalists and Others Leaving Their 
Religion (Apocryphile Press, 2006) and articles about the 
new diagnosis she has named, religious trauma syndrome 
(RTS).

8. The new fundamentalist Christianity is hyper-patriarchal 
(to a degree that might have shocked conservatives of the 
past), and very much engaged with politics. We see this in 
election campaigns, in policy debates, in legislative battles, 
and even on reality TV shows. These groups are explicitly 
anti-feminist — in fact, feminism is seen by some as Satanic 
— and they dominate the women and girls in their spheres 
with claims of divinely ordained male “headship” and female 
“submission.” For a fascinating examination of some leaders 
and families, see Kathryn Joyce, Quiverfull: Inside the Chris-
tian Patriarchy Movement (Beacon Press, 2009).

[JoAnne Lehman is the senior editor in the Office of the Gender 
& Women’s Studies Librarian at the University of Wisconsin. 
Raised fundamentalist Christian by descendants of sixteenth-
century Swiss Anabaptists, she shares roots with the Amish. She 
identifies now as progressive, feminist, and Christian.]
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announCing a new PaRtneRshiP
Three times a year, the Center for Gender in Global 

Context (GenCen) at Michigan State University gathers pro-
ducers’ and distributors’ summaries, in GenCen’s Gendered 
Perspectives on International Development (GPID) Resource 
Bulletin, of selected audiovisual productions about global 
gender and women’s issues. We have partnered with Gen-
Cen to make those summaries available to a wider audience 
by reprinting the Bulletin’s “Audiovisuals” columns here in 
Feminist Collections.

The film, podcast, and radio summaries below, grouped 
by producer or distributor, are reprinted from the Fall 2014 
and Winter 2015 issues of the GPID Resource Bulletin. To 
obtain a free copy of any issue of the Bulletin, which also 
summarizes such useful resources as journal articles, books, 
and technical reports and lists upcoming conferences, grants, 
calls for papers, and study opportunities, contact the Center 
at gencen@msu.edu. 

adRenaline films
a Quiet inquisition 
www.quietinquisition.com
2014, 65 minutes

At a public hospital in Nicaragua, OBGYN Dr. Carla 
Cerrato must choose between following a law that bans all 
abortions and endangers her patients or taking a risk and 
providing the care that she knows can save a woman’s life. In 
2007, Dr. Cerrato’s daily routine took a detour. The newly 
elected government of Daniel Ortega, a former Marxist 
revolutionary who converted to Catholicism to win votes, 

feminist visions
films & otheR media on women & gendeR

overturned a 130-year-old law protecting therapeutic abor-
tion. The new law entirely prohibits abortion, even in cases 
of rape, incest, or when a woman’s life is at stake. As Carla 
and her colleagues navigate this dangerous dilemma, the im-
pact of this law emerges — illuminating the tangible reality 
of prohibition against the backdrop of a political, religious, 
and historically complex national identity. The emotional 
core of the story — the experiences and situations of the 
young women and girls who are seeking care — illustrates 
the ethical implications of one doctor’s response. 

agenda feminist media 
www.agenda.org.za

love—gender, sexuality, and Power
Podcast, 2013, 11:45 minutes

Love has often been placed among the lesser order of 
priorities against the more important issues that hold our 
attention in seeking to transform gender relations in Africa. 
In discussing the concept note for the issue we were re-
minded of feminists’ belief that love has been seen not only 
as one of the relational contexts where women were likely to 
reproduce the worst forms of gender inequalities, but these 
were often the very inequalities they sought to change in 
the wider world. Love situated women in vulnerable subject 
positions as love’s meaning was invariably determined by 
patriarchy. Among feminists there are therefore diverse 
understandings of love, and its absence is cause for equal 
lamentation. The reason for placing a transformative eros at 
the heart of the gender debates is to correct the glaringly ab-
sent focus on intimacy and love in Africa, and to attempt to 
legitimate and build its recognition as an important analytic 
category of research.
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BiRds eye view 
birds-eye-view.co.uk/film-festival 

Bastards
2014, 80 minutes

This film is a contemporary morality tale from the 
Casablanca slums to the High Court. It follows a group 
of Moroccan women fighting to legitimize their children. 
As Morocco became the first Muslim regime to grant legal 
rights to single mothers, British filmmaker Perkin gained 
unprecedented access over several weeks in the community. 
Weaving together intimate personal stories with strikingly 
candid footage, the result is a powerful account of their col-
lective struggle to be heard.

Blog talk Radio 
child Brides 
www.blogtalkradio.com/3women3ways/2014/07/12/
child-brides
Radio broadcast, 2014, 60 minutes

Imagine being 11 or 12 years old, getting ready for your 
wedding to a man as old as or older than your father, who 
makes arrangements to take you back to his home after the 
ceremony. Now imagine being 5 years old, waking from a 
nap to find you are married. One 8-year-old Yemeni girl was 
featured in the news after she died from a ruptured uterus 
after her wedding night to a man in his 30s. According to 
the International Center for Research on Women, one in ev-
ery nine girls in this world will be married before the age of 
15. It even happens in America. Suzanne Petroni has more 
than 20 years of experience in foreign policy and global 
development, with particular expertise in gender, sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, and adolescent health and 
development. She discusses child brides around the world, 
what creates the situation, and what happens to these girls. 

films media gRouP
www.films.com

india: a dangerous Place to Be a Woman 
2013, 53 minutes

In December 2012, a young medical student was 
brutally gang-raped on board a bus to Delhi. Horrified by 
the attack, 28-year-old British-Asian Radha Bedi travels to 
India to uncover the reality of life for young women there. 
Radha has been to India before, but this time she’s travel-

ing alone and facing some painful truths about her ancestral 
homeland. Radha experienced sexual harassment herself in 
India on past visits, and difficult memories return as she 
meets girls who’ve suffered appalling brutality. We come face 
to face with the father of the Delhi rape victim and Radha 
meets 15-year-old Tuba, who has horrific burns all over her 
body caused by an acid attack from a snubbed male admirer. 

the guaRdian 
giving a voice to marginalized Women in 
Tanzania 
tinyurl.com/l3r7rkj
2014, 3:50 minutes

With the Tanzanian government in the process of for-
mulating a new constitution, women’s rights organizations 
across the country are urging for improved gender equality. 
Here, a young woman tells of how she was lured away from 
her village by the promise of work in Dar es Salaam, only to 
be forced into sexual slavery. She talks about her ordeal and 
describes how she has since received help from a support 
group formed to give a unified voice to Tanzanian women.

iCaRus films 
www.icarusfilms.com

Bastards: outcast in morocco
2014, 83 minutes

This acclaimed film by BBC producer Deborah Perkin 
documents one woman’s fight to have her marriage recog-
nized and her daughter legitimized by the Moroccan judicial 
system. It is a complex and compelling portrait of Moroc-
can society and its attitudes toward women, female sexual-
ity, and their position in society and access to education. 
Through Rabha’s story, the Moroccan judicial system is laid 
open and the contemporary issues facing Islamic women are 
exposed as they seek to reconcile their desire for increased 
independence with religious and family traditions.

mothers
2014, 68 minutes

This gripping cinema vérité documentary shows how 
China’s one-child policy plays out in the daily lives of 
women in a northern Chinese village, Ma. Town officials 
must strictly enforce the one-child policy, meeting an annual 
quota for the sterilization of women who have had more 

Feminist Visions
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than one child. On one side are the male deputy mayor, 
Zhang Guo-hong, and the female local director of women’s 
care, Zhang Qing-mei. On the other is a schoolteacher 
named Rong Rong, a mother of two who has managed so 
far to avoid sterilization. Now faced with the prospect of 
failing to meet their quota, Qing-mei and Guo-hong are 
determined to make sure Rong Rong doesn’t outwit them 
again. They appear at her house early in the morning, try 
to track her down through her relatives, and extend a carrot 
in the form of the residency papers she will need for her 
second child. Qing-mei also travels through town on her 
red scooter, spreading the gospel of family planning at rallies 
and celebrations and trying to exhort as many women as 
possible to submit to sterilization. This film offers a power-
ful feminist perspective, as we watch men developing and 
enforcing reproductive policies for women. Here, women’s 
bodies are not an ideological battleground, but the epicenter 
of the conflict over the most banal of undertakings: meeting 
a quota. Eventually, even Guo-hong admits to the camera, 
“We’re just scared of losing our jobs. Do you think I am re-
ally committed to this?”

inteRnational CenteR foR ReseaRCh 
on women (iCRw) 
www.icrw.org

let’s raise our voices 
2013, 83 minutes

ICRW co-hosted “Let’s Raise Our Voices,” an event in 
London that brought together leading experts to discuss 
strategies for preventing violence against women. Panel-
ists included Mabel van Oranje of Girls Not Brides: The 
Global Partnership to End Child Marriage, Nata Duvvury, 
co-director of the global women’s studies program at the 
National University of Ireland Galway, and Ravi Verma, 
director of the ICRW Asia Regional Office. Lynne Feather-
stone, Britain’s Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
International Development, delivered the keynote address, 
and Cherie Blair, former first lady of Britain and founder of 
the Cherie Blair Foundation for Women, provided welcom-
ing remarks. During the event, ICRW shared new research 
on gender-based violence in India, which has been in the 
spotlight globally after the fatal rape of a young woman on 
a bus in December 2012. ICRW President Sarah Degnan 
Kambou gave recommendations for how the global com-
munity should invest resources to combat violence against 
women.

iRin films
War on Women 
www.irinnews.org/film/4984/War-on-Women
2014, 15 minutes

This film explores sexual violence in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), with gripping testimonies from 
both survivors and perpetrators and insight from analysts 
and civil society activists. Impunity helps drive the horrific 
levels of sexual violence in DRC. It is more than a “weapon 
of war,” and is not confined to the battlefield.

naRu mui films
ladonna harris: indian 101 
indian101themovie.com
2014, 63 minutes

This film chronicles the life of Comanche activist and 
national civil rights leader LaDonna Harris and the role she 
has played in Native and mainstream American history since 
the 1960s. In this new documentary, Brannum, the great-
niece of Harris, celebrates her life and the personal struggles 
that led her to become a voice for Native people and her 
contemporary work to strengthen and rebuild indigenous 
communities and train emerging Native leaders around the 
world. Harris’s activism began in Oklahoma, fighting segre-
gation and assisting grassroots Native and women’s groups. 
In Washington, Harris introduced landmark programs and 
legislation returning territory to tribes, improving education 
and healthcare for Native Americans, ending job discrimina-
tion against women, and targeting other pressing issues of 
the time. For over three decades, her course for legislators, 
“Indian 101,” combatted ignorance about America’s most 
marginalized population. Using interviews, archival footage, 
and photographs, this film celebrates one of the most impor-
tant women leaders in Native American and U.S. history. 

Feminist Visions
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sonke gendeR JustiCe netwoRk
can’t Just fold your arms 
vimeo.com/46332577
2014, 56 minutes

Can’t Just Fold Your Arms is an inspiring story of moral 
commitment, a striking portrait of South Africa today, and 
a necessary, warts-and-all look at the reality of engaging 
men for women’s rights and gender transformation. The 
film follows three high-profile Sonke activists — Mbuyiselo 
Botha, Patrick Godana, and Dean Peacock — and a small 
team of Sonke’s younger men as they train, discuss, debate, 
listen, lecture, laugh, march, sing, inspire, explain, worry, 
plan, pray, toyi-toyi, criticize, coax, question, organize, and 
wrestle with South African reality and with one another over 
a period of two years. At every step of the way, the everyday 
work of engaging men stirs up bigger issues of strategy, vi-
sion, and politics.

voiCes of women media 
www.voicesofwomenmedia.org

apna haq: our right
2014, 18 minutes

Four young girls from the slums of New Delhi created 
this film in order to help make a change in their commu-
nity by raising awareness about the lack of toilets and its 
implications for women. Working together with Feminist 
Approaches to Technology and Voices of Women media, 
who provided workshops to train them in multimedia skills, 
they created a body of photography documenting their 
everyday lives, a radio show, and short films to campaign 
for their cause. They seek to launch a movement which will 
ultimately sway policymakers. This is an inspiring short film 
displaying the next generation of feminist activists in India. 

women make movies 
www.wmm.com

casablanca calling 
2014, 70 minutes

As political conflict and change sweep the Arab world, 
this film highlights a quiet social revolution under way in 
Morocco, where 60% of the women have never attended 
school. For the first time, Moroccan women are trained and 
employed as official Muslim leaders or morchidat. Charged 
with teaching Islam based on tolerance, compassion, and 
equity, they provide vital support and guidance to com-
munities, especially to girls and women. At the film’s heart 
are three morchidat assigned to mosques in different parts 
of Morocco. It follows them for a year on rounds to schools 
and other sites to provide advice on marriage and employ-
ment, champion education for girls and women, caution 
against early marriage, and help resolve personal problems. 
Offering unique access to a story we rarely see, this illumi-
nating documentary demonstrates how women’s empower-
ment through moderate Islam is transforming a nation.

Kismet 
2013, 57 minutes

Wildly popular, Turkish soap operas have taken the 
world by storm, with over 300 million viewers in eighty 
countries across the Middle East, North Africa, the Balkans, 
and Asia. With unprecedented access, this film delves into 
the phenomenon, weaving together excerpts from the major 
shows, including interviews with their talent and the writ-
ers, producers, and directors behind the scenes — primar-
ily women — and portraits of everyday viewers in Turkey, 
Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Bulgaria, and Greece. 
Exploring how the soaps captivate, inspire, and empower 
women, the film reveals how they break down negative 
stereotypes and traditional taboos. The soaps openly discuss 
rape, sexual and domestic violence, child and arranged mar-
riages, and honor killings, while also sparking change in gen-
der relationships, activism against sexual abuse, and a wave 
of divorce across the Middle East. Invaluable for studies in 
media and popular culture, Kismet discloses how profoundly 
Turkish soaps penetrate viewers’ social and religious reali-
ties while encouraging women to transform their lives and 
strengthening the debate about women’s rights across the 
region.

Feminist Visions
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maestra 
2013, 33 minutes

In 1961, more than 250,000 Cubans joined their coun-
try’s National Literacy Campaign and taught 707,000 other 
Cubans to read and write. Almost half of these volunteer 
teachers were under 18, and more than half were women. 
Narrated by Alice Walker, Maestra (Spanish for teacher) 
explores the experiences of nine women who, as young girls, 
helped eradicate Cuban illiteracy within one year. Interweav-
ing recent interviews, archival footage, and campaign pho-
tos, this lively documentary includes one of the first Cubans 
of her generation to call herself a feminist and one of the 
first openly proud members of Cuba’s LGBT community. 
With wit and spirit, all recall negotiating for autonomy and 
independence in a culture still bound by patriarchal struc-
tures. Eight years in the making, this film highlights the will 
and courage that made the monumental endeavor possible 
and the pivotal role of women’s and youth empowerment in 
building a new society.

Playing with fire: Women actors of afghanistan 
2014, 58 minutes

Once banned under Taliban rule (1994–2001), Afghan 
theater is experiencing a comeback with many women at the 
forefront. But with powerful forces of Islamic fundamental-
ism, a resurgent Taliban, and patriarchal traditions in play, 
actresses often face the harshest criticism and are even some-
times viewed as prostitutes. Socially ostracized and pressured 
to abandon their careers, some are beaten and receive death 
threats, are forced to flee the country, or are even killed. 
Playing with Fire introduces us to six courageous Afghan 

women who share their passions for acting and their dreams 
and difficult realities. Filmmaker Anneta Papathanssiou 
exposes these pervasive erosions of Afghan women’s rights. 
Her timely, eye-opening documentary perfectly captures 
art’s transformative power and the dangers these courageous 
women face to do the work they love.

six days: Three activists, Three Wars, one dream 
2013, 56 minutes

This inspiring documentary follows three brave hu-
man rights defenders in Liberia; Abkhazia, Georgia; and 
Iraq over six days, giving insight to the everyday struggles 
to improve the situation of women worldwide. Six Days 
shines a necessary light on some of the most urgent and 
important human rights issues facing women today: girls’ 
education, honor killings, “bride kidnappings,” and women’s 
health. Giving refuge and voice to women beaten, burned, 
and threatened with death by their families, journalist Lanja 
fearlessly challenges honor killings and domestic violence in 
Iraq’s Kurdish region. Nelly runs a cooperative and shelter in 
Monrovia, Liberia’s slums, so that impoverished women can 
learn to read and earn money for their families. And in the 
breakaway republic of Abkhazia, Georgia, Maia, director of 
a women’s health group fighting for women’s sexual rights, 
brings medical care to women and girls in remote villages 
while battling bride kidnappings. As it follows these three 
remarkable women, Six Days bears witness to their unwaver-
ing commitment to women’s education, empowerment, and 
dreams of a better life. This is an important film for those 
who wish to understand the challenges facing women in 
developing countries and how feminism continues to help 
improve women’s lives.
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anniveRsaRy

fronTiers: a Journal of 
Women sTudies (3/yr; University 
of Nebraska Press; ISSN 0160-9009) 
is “celebrating forty years of feminist 
research” as of 2015. 

“We publish cutting-edge inter-
disciplinary feminist scholarship and 
creative work that expand the frontiers 
of our collective knowledge,” write cur-
rent editors Christine Keating, Guisela 
Latorre, and Judy Tzu-Chun Wu in the 
introduction to the first issue of 2015 
(v. 36, no. 1). “We also foreground 
scholarship, literature, and visual art 
that privileges intersectional analy-
sis, women-of-color feminism, and 
transnational feminisms. After all, one 
society’s frontier can be reinterpreted 
as a borderland, a place where multiple 
peoples, cultures, and nations coexist” 
(p. vii).

This issue also introduces a special 
feature, “Feminist Reflections.” The in-
augural edition of this column honors 
pioneering women’s historian Gerda 
Lerner, with tributes by “a roundtable 
of distinguished scholars”: Nancy F. 
Cott, Linda Gordon, Linda K. Ker-
ber, Alice Kessler-Harris, Joyce Antler, 
Thavolia Glymph, Eileen Boris, and 
Elizabeth Currans.

fRee aCCess to aRtiCles

rouTledge Journals is grant-
ing free access to its extensive “Sexuali-
ties in the Social World” article collec-
tion (containing more than 90 items), 
which “follows the theme of the 2015 
American Sociological Association 
Conference,” until January 31, 2016. 
Articles are grouped in the following 
categories: LGBT/Same-Sex Mar-
riage; Sexuality and Gender; Sexuality 
and the Media; Sexualities Around 

PeRiodiCal notes
the World; Race and Minorities; Sex 
Education; Abortion; Sexuality and 
Young Adults. Enter the collection at 
explore.tandfonline.com/page/bes/
sexualities-in-the-social-world. 

thematiC issues/seCtions

cenTaurus: an 
inTernaTional Journal 
of The hisTory of science 
and iTs culTural asPecTs v. 
55, no. 2 (May 2013): Special issue: 
“Beyond the Academy: Histories 
of Gender and Knowledge.” Issue 
editors: Christine von Oertzen, Maria 
Rentetzi, & Elizabeth S. Watkins. 
Publisher: John Wiley & Sons. Official 
journal of the European Society for the 
History of Science. ISSN: 1600-0498 
(online). Available electronically to 
licensed users through Wiley Online 
Library, EBSCOhost Academic Search 
Premier, and EBSCOhost Humanities 
International Complete.

Partial contents: “Finding Science 
in Surprising Places: Gender and the 
Geography of Scientific Knowledge,” 
by Christine von Oertzen, Maria Rent-
etzi, & Elizabeth S. Watkins; “Collect-
ing Knowledge for the Family: Recipes, 
Gender and Practical Knowledge in the 
Early Modern English Household,” by 
Elaine Leong; “Woman, Know Thyself: 
Producing and Using Phrenological 
Knowledge in 19th-Century America,” 
by Carla Bittel; “An ‘Elusive’ Phenom-
enon: Feminism, Sexology and the 
Female Sex Drive in Germany at the 
Turn of the 20th Century,” by Kirsten 
Leng; “Innovative Niche Scientists: 
Women’s Role in Reframing North 
American Museums, 1880–1930,” by 
Sally Gregory Kohlstedt; “Science in 
the Cradle: Milicent Shinn and Her 
Home-Based Network of Baby Observ-
ers, 1890–1910,” by Christine von 

Oertzen; “Amateurs by Choice: Wom-
en and the Pursuit of Independent 
Scholarship in 20th Century Historical 
Writing,” by Gianna Pomata.

economic and indusTrial 
democracy v. 34, no. 3 (August 
2013): Special section: “Capturing 
Change — Approaching Gender 
Relations in Working Life.” Section 
editors: Lena Gonäs & Erica Sandlund. 
Publisher: Sage, for Department of 
Economic History, Uppsala University, 
Sweden. ISSN: 0143-831X (print), 
1461-7099 (online). Available elec-
tronically to licensed users through 
Sage Premier.

Partial contents of section: 
“Regional Development, Equality 
and Gender: Moving Towards More 
Inclusive and Socially Sustainable 
Measures,” by Diane Perrons & Robin 
Dunford; “Scandinavian Welfare 
States and Gender (De)segregation: 
Recent Trends and Processes,” by Anne 
Lise Ellingsæter; “Career Patterns for 
IT Engineering Graduates,” by Line 
Holth, Abdullah Almasri, & Lena 
Gonäs; “Applying Findings and Creat-
ing Impact from Conversation Analytic 
Studies of Gender and Communica-
tion,” by Elizabeth Stokoe; “The Emer-
gence of Symmetries and Asymmetries 
in Performance Appraisal Interviews: 
An Interactional Perspective,” by Birte 
Asmuß.

forum for modern lan-
guage sTudies v. 49, no. 2 (April 
2013): Special issue: “Writing Child-
hood in Post-War Women’s Literature.” 
Issue editor: Gill Rye. Publisher: Ox-
ford University Press, Great Claren-
don Street, Oxford OX2 6DP, U.K., 
for The Court of the University of St 
Andrews, Scotland. ISSN: 0015-8518 
(print), 1471-6860 (online). Available 
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electronically to licensed users through 
EBSCOhost Humanities International 
Complete and Oxford University Press 
Journals.

Partial contents: “The Cult of the 
Child-Poet: Interpreting Elsa Gar-
cía Novo with Reference to L’Affaire 
Drouet,” by Jessamy Harvey; “Femi-
nine Adolescence as Uncanny: Mas-
culinity, Haunting and Self-Estrange-
ment,” by Deborah Martin; “Writing 
For or Writing About Children? The 
Representation of Childhood in 
Contemporary Italian Fiction,” by 
Laura Rorato; “‘When they were Good 
they were Very, Very Good, but When 
they were Bad …’: Clarice Lispector’s 
Naughty Little Girls,” by Claire Wil-
liams; “The Wild Becoming of Child-
hood: Writing as Monument in Nina 
Bouraoui’s Sauvage,” by Amaleena 
Damlé; “Writing Childhood in Ruth 
Klüger’s weiter leben: Eine Jugend,” by 
Alexandra Lloyd; “Confusa la historia 
y clara la pena: The Child’s Perspective 
in El Sur and Bene, by Adelaida García 
Morales,” by Abigail Lee Six; “‘Toteta-
co’: The Mother-Child Dyad and the 
Pre-Conceptual Self in Elsa Morante’s 
La Storia and Aracoeli,” by Katrin 
Wehling-Giorgi; “Authenticity, Trauma 
and the Child’s View: Martha Blend’s 
A Child Alone, Vera Gissing’s Pearls of 
Childhood and Ruth L. David’s Ein 
Kind unserer zeit,” by Andrea Hammel; 
“Reading and Writing the Child’s Voice 
in Emine Sevgi Özdamar’s Das Leben 
ist eine Karawanserei hat zwei Türen aus 
einer kam ich rein aus der anderen ging 
ich raus (1992),” by Nora Maguire.

geoforum v. 49 (October 2013), 
pp. 203–274: Themed issue: “New 
Sexual and Gendered Landscapes.” Is-
sue editors: Kath Browne & Catherine 
J. Nash. Publisher: Elsevier. ISSN:  
0016-7185. Available electronically to 
licensed users through ScienceDirect.

Partial contents: “Learning to 
Love Again: ‘Broken Families,’ Citi-
zenship and the State Promotion of 

Coupledom,” by Eleanor Wilkinson; 
“Straight-Gay Friendships: Rela-
tional Masculinities and Equalities 
Landscapes in Sydney, Australia,” by 
Andrew Gorman-Murray; “Kissing Is 
Not a Universal Right: Sexuality, Law 
and the Scales of Citizenship,” by Phil 
Hubbard; “Ottawa’s Le/The Village: 
Creating a Gaybourhood Amidst the 
‘Death of the Village,’” by Nathaniel 
M. Lewis; “The Age of the ‘Post-Mo’? 
Toronto’s Gay Village and a New Gen-
eration,” by Catherine J. Nash; “Insider 
Activists: The Fraught Possibilities of 
LGBT Activisms from Within,” by 
Kath Browne & Leela Bakshi; “Criti-
cal Commentary: Sexualities Land-
scapes beyond Homonormativity,” by 
Julie Podmore; “Challenging the Gay 
Ghetto in South Africa: Time to Move 
On?” by Gustav Visser.

inTernaTional Journal 
of managemenT revieWs v. 
14, no. 2 (June 2012): Special issue: 
“New Directions in Gender, Diversity 
and Organization Theorizing—Re-
imagining Feminist Post-colonialism, 
Transnationalism and Geographies of 
Power.” Issue editors: Beverly Dawn 
Metcalfe & Carol Woodhams. Pub-
lisher: Wiley-Blackwell, 9600 Garsing-
ton Road, Oxford OX4 2DQ, U.K. 
ISSN: 1460-8545 (print), 1468-2370 
(online). Available electronically to 
licensed users through EBSCOhost 
Business Source Complete and Wiley 
Online Library.

Partial contents: “Kanter Revis-
ited: Gender, Power and (In)Visibility,” 
by Patricia Lewis & Ruth Simpson; 
“Disability as Constructed Difference: 
A Literature Review and Research 
Agenda for Management and Organi-
zation Studies,” by Jannine Williams 
& Sharon Mavin; “An Emic Approach 
to Intersectional Study of Diversity at 
Work: A Bourdieuan Framing,” by Ahu 
Tatli & Mustafa F. Özbilgin; “Gender 
Mainstreaming and Employment in 
the European Union: A Review and 

Analysis of Theoretical and Policy 
Literatures,” by Iris Rittenhofer & 
Caroline Gatrell.

Journal of inTernaTional 
and inTerculTural com-
municaTion v. 6, no. 2 (2013): 
Special issue: “Out of Bounds? Queer 
Intercultural Communication.” Issue 
editor: Karma R. Chávez. Publisher: 
Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group, on 
behalf of the National Communica-
tion Association. ISSN: 1751-3057 
(print), 1751-3065 (online). Available 
electronically to licensed users through 
Taylor & Francis Online and EBSCO-
host Communication & Mass Media 
Complete.

Partial contents: “Pushing Bound-
aries: Queer Intercultural Communi-
cation,” by Karma R. Chávez; “Here, 
and Not Yet Here: A Dialogue at the 
Intersection of Queer, Trans, and 
Culture,” by Giorgia Aiello, Sandeep 
Bakshi, Sirma Bilge, et al.; “Queering/
Quaring/Kauering/Crippin’/Transing 
‘Other Bodies’ in Intercultural Com-
munication,” by Gust A. Yep; “Mar-
riage Mimesis,” by C. Riley Snorton; 
“Cisgender Privilege, Intersectionality, 
and the Criminalization of CeCe Mc-
Donald: Why Intercultural Communi-
cation Needs Transgender Studies,” by 
Julia R. Johnson.

Journal of leisure re-
search v. 45, no. 5 (2013): Special 
issue: “Feminist Leisure Research in 
the Contemporary Era.” Issue editors: 
Diana C. Parry, Simone Fullagar. Pub-
lisher: National Recreation and Park 
Association, in cooperation with the 
University of Illinois at Urbana–Cham-
paign. ISSN: 0022-2216 (print), 2159-
6417 (online). Available electronically 
to licensed users through ProQuest, or 
by direct subscription from Sagamore 
Publishing at www.sagamorejournals.
com/jlr.

Partial contents: “The Leisure of 
Women Caring for People Harmfully 
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Involved with Alcohol, Drugs, and 
Gambling,” by Stephanie Wood & 
Susan Tirone; “Girlfriend Getaways 
and Women’s Well-Being,” by Liza 
Berdychevsky, Heather J. Gibson, & 
Heather L. Bell; “Cycles, Ceremonies, 
and Creeping Phlox: An Autoethno-
graphic Account of the Creation of 
Our Garden,” by Kimberly J. Lyons; 
“Black/Female/Body Hypervisibility 
and Invisibility: A Black Feminist 
Augmentation of Feminist Leisure Re-
search,” by Rasul A. Mowatt; “Writing 
Resistance in Roller Derby: Making the 
Case for Auto/Ethnographic Writing in 
Feminist Leisure Research,” by Adele 
Pavlidis; “We Are All Royalty: Narra-
tive Comparison of a Drag Queen and 
King,” by Joshua Trey Barnett & Corey 
W. Johnson; “Two Women, a Bottle 
of Wine, and “The Bachelor”: Duo-
ethnography as a Means to Explore 
Experiences of Femininity in a Leisure 
Setting,” by Callie Spencer & Karen 
Paisley.

The muslim World v. 103, no. 
3 (July 2013): Special issue: “Muslim 
Women and the Challenge of Author-
ity.” Issue editors: Juliane Hammer 
& Riem Spielhaus. Publisher: Wiley, 
in association with The Hartford 
Seminary. ISSN: 1478-1913 (online). 
Available electronically to licensed us-
ers through Wiley Online Library and 
EBSCOhost (Academic Search Pre-
mier, Humanities Fulltext, Humanities 
International Complete, & Omnifile 
Fulltext Mega).

Partial contents: “She Who 
Argues: A Homily on Justice and 
Renewal,” by Mohja Kahf; “‘Umm al-
Dardā’ Sat in Tashahhud Like a Man’: 
Towards the Historical Contextualiza-
tion of a Portrayal of Female Religious 
Authority,” by Aisha Geissinger; “Rings 
of Memory: ‘Writing Muslim Women’ 
and the Question of Authorial Voice,” 
by Omaima Abou-Bakr; “Muslim 
Women Reclaim the Life-Story of the 
Prophet: ῾A᾽isha ῾Abd al-Raḥmān, 

Assia Djebar, and Nadia Yassine,” by 
Ruth Roded; “Al-Qubaysiyyāt: Nego-
tiating Female Religious Authority in 
Damascus,” by Sara Omar; “Al-Huda 
and Women’s Religious Authority in 
Urban Pakistan,” by Sadaf Ahmad; “A 
Claim to Space: Debating Female Reli-
gious Leadership in a Muhammadiyah 
Mosque in Indonesia,” by Tutin Ary-
anti; “‘Women Are Believers in Their 
Own Right’: One Muslim Woman’s 
Challenge to Dominant Discourses 
Shaping Gender Relations in Islam,” by 
Anna Piela; “When Islam and Femi-
nism Converge,” by Fatima Seedat.

oXford german sTudies v. 
42, no. 2 (August 2013): Special issue: 
“Women as Cultural Mediators and 
Translators.” Issue editors: Caroline 
Bland & Hilary Brown. “[O]riginally 
produced as papers for a conference 
entitled ‘German Women’s Writing in 
its European Context, 1700–1900,’ 
held at the Institute for Germanic and 
Romance Studies at the University of 
London in November 2010 and gener-
ously supported by the Austrian Cul-
tural Forum and the Research Institute 
for Arts and Humanities at Swansea 
University.” Publisher: Maney Publish-
ing, Suite 1C, Joseph’s Well, Hanover 
Walk, Leeds LS3 1AB, U.K. ISSN: 
0078-7191. Available electronically 
to licensed users through EBSCOhost 
Humanities International Complete.

Partial contents: “Cultural 
Hierarchies and the Global Canon: 
German Hispanism, Translation and 
Gender in the Nineteenth Century,” 
by Carol Tully; “Cosmopolitanism, 
Nationalism and Women’s Education: 
The European Dimension of Sophie 
Von La Roche’s Journal Pomona für 
Teutschlands Töchter (1783–84),” by 
Elystan Griffiths; “From Scholarly to 
Commercial Writing: German Women 
Translators in the Age of the ‘Transla-
tion Factories,’” by Norbert Bachleit-
ner; “Reading European Literature: 
Marie Von Ebner-Eschenbach and Her 

Circle,” by Linda Kraus Worley; “Exile 
and Masquerade: Re-Thinking Juliane 
Déry,” by Agatha Schwartz.

PoliTical science v. 65, no. 1 
(June 2013): Special issue: “Women 
and Politics.” Issue editors: Hilde Coffé 
& Kate McMillan. Publisher: Sage, 
for the School of History, Philosophy, 
Political Science, and International 
Relations at the Victoria University of 
Wellington. ISSN: 0032-3187 (print), 
2041-0611 (online). Available elec-
tronically to licensed users through 
Sage Premier.

Partial contents: “Invisible Femi-
nists? Social Media and Young Wom-
en’s Political Participation,” by Julia 
Schuster; “Gender and Party Choice 
at the 2011 New Zealand General 
Election,” by Hilde Coffé; “Gender 
Quotas, Gender Mainstreaming and 
Gender Relations in Politics,” by 
Petra Meier & Emanuela Lombardo; 
“Women and Political Science in New 
Zealand: The State of the Discipline,” 
by Jennifer Curtin; “Women in the 
Academy: Key Studies on Gender in 
Political Science,” by Claire Timperley; 
“Misogyny and Misrepresentation: 
Women in Australian Parliaments,” by 
Marian Sawer; “Re-imagining Politics 
in a Changing Climate: A Review Es-
say,” by Bronwyn Hayward.

PoliTiKon v. 40, no. 1 (2013): 
Special issue: “Gender and Multicul-
turalism: North-South Perspectives.” 
Issue editors: Amanda Gouws & Daiva 
Stasiulis. Publisher: Routledge/Taylor 
& Francis Group. ISSN: 0258-9346 
(print), 1470-1014 (online). Available 
electronically to licensed users through 
Taylor & Francis Online.

Partial contents: “In the Name of 
What? Defusing the Rights-Culture 
Debate by Revisiting the Universals of 
Both Rights and Culture,” by Louise 
Du Toit; “Multiculturalism in South 
Africa: Dislodging the Binary between 
Universal Human Rights and Cul-
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ture/Tradition,” by Amanda Gouws; 
“Territorial Pluralism and Family-Law 
Reform: Conflicts between Gender 
and Culture Rights in Federations, 
North and South,” by Jill Vick-
ers; “Beyond the Limitations of the 
Impasse: Feminism, Multiculturalism, 
and Legal Reforms in Religious Family 
Laws in India,” by Gopika Solanki; 
“Muslim Women and Human Rights: 
Does Political Transformation Equal 
Social Transformation?” by Wendy 
Isaacs-Martin; “Masculinities without 
Tradition,” by Kopano Ratele; “Read-
ing the Racial Subtext of the Québé-
cois Accommodation Controversy: An 
Analytics of Racialized Governmental-
ity,” by Sirma Bilge; “Worrier Nation: 
Quebec’s Value Codes for Immigrants,” 
by Daiva Stasiulis.

screen v. 54, no. 2 (Summer 2013): 
Thematic section: “The Television 
for Women Dossier.” Section editors: 
Rachel Moseley, Helen Wheatley, & 
Helen Wood. Publisher: Oxford Uni-
versity Press on behalf of the University 
of Glasgow. ISSN: 0036-9543 (print), 
1460-2474 (print). Available electroni-
cally to licensed users through Oxford 
Journals Online.

Contents of section: “Introduc-
tion: Why ‘Television for Women’?” 
by Rachel Moseley, Helen Wheatley, 
& Helen Wood; “Forgotten Sisters: 
The British Female Ensemble Drama,” 
by Vicky Ball; “Television for Social-
ist Women,” by Anikó Imre; “Drama 
Queens: Making Television Drama 
for Women, 1990–2009,” by Julia 
Hallam; “‘The Weekend Starts Here’: 
Young Women, Pop Music Television 
and Identity,” by Hazel Collie & Mary 
Irwin; “Postfeminist Nostalgia for a 
Prefeminist Future,” by Lynn Spigel.

sociological sPecTrum 
v. 33, no. 5 (September–October 
2013): Special issue: “Binders Full 
of Women: Gendered Identities, 

Experiences, and Institutions.” Issue 
editors: Tina Deshotels and Ruth 
Chananie. Publisher: Routledge/Taylor 
& Francis Group. ISSN: 0273-2173 
(print), 1521-0707 (online). Available 
electronically to licensed users through 
Taylor & Francis Online Journals and 
SOCINDEX with fulltext.

Partial contents: “Beyond Bind-
ers Full of Women: NSF Advance and 
Initiatives for Institutional Transforma-
tion,” by Shauna A. Morimoto et al.; 
“Gendering Truck Driving Songs: The 
Cultural Masculinization of an Occu-
pation,” by Jason T. Eastman, William 
F. Danaher, & Douglas Schrock; “‘Ev-
erything I’ve Done I’ve Done for Men’: 
One Woman’s Deployment of Femi-
ninities and Her Pathway to Crime,” 
by Nicole T. Carr & Roma S. Hanks; 
“‘I Wanted Empowerment, Healing, 
and Respect’: Homebirth as Challenge 
to Medical Hegemony,” by Kathryn 
Worman-Ross & Tamara L. Mix.

sT anTony’s inTernaTional 
revieW (sTair) v. 9, no. 1 (May 
2013): Special issue: “The Gendered 
Refugee Experience.” Issue editors:  
Mollie Gerver & Katharine Millar. 
Publisher: St Antony’s College, Uni-
versity of Oxford. ISSN: 1746-451X. 
Available electronically to licensed 
users through IngentaConnect.

Partial contents: “Inside Camps, 
Outside Battlefields: Security and 
Survival for Tamil Women,” by Nimmi 
Gowrinathan; “Gender Dynamics and 
Women’s Changing Roles in Johannes-
burg’s Somali Community,” by Marnie 
Shaffer; “Gender Equality and Neo-
liberal Governmentality in Refugee 
Camps,” by Elisabeth Olivius; “‘I left 
my daughter over there’: Gender in 
Burmese Refugee Narratives,” by M. 
Gail Hickey; “The Spiral Plait: Integra-
tion, Arts, and Migrant Women,” by 
Martyn Hudson; “Gender and Forced 
Displacement: Practical Issues and 
Challenges at Field Level,” by Miranda 
Gaanderse.

Television & neW media 
(Tvnm) v. 14, no. 3 (May 2013): 
Special issue: “Gender and Reality TV.” 
Issue editors: Diane Negra, Kirsten 
Pike, & Emma Radley. Publisher: Sage. 
ISSN: 1527-4764. Available electroni-
cally to licensed users through Sage 
Premier.

Partial contents: “Bootcamp, 
Brides, and BMI: Biopedagogical Nar-
ratives of Health and Belonging on 
Canadian Size-Transformation Televi-
sion,” by Tiara Sukhan; “Katy French: 
National Identity, Postfeminism, and 
the Life and Death of a Celtic Tiger 
Cub,” by Anne Sexton; “Gender Ter-
ritories: House Hunting on American 
Real Estate TV,” by Mimi White; 
“‘Harsh Realism’: Gender, Reality 
Television, and the Politics of the ‘Sink’ 
Housing Estate in Austerity Britain,” 
by Paula Gilligan.

TeXTile: The Journal of 
cloTh and culTure v. 11, no. 
2 (July 2013): Special issue: “Women 
and Middle Eastern Textiles: Global-
ization and the Impact on Knowledge 
and Skills.” Issue editor: Janis Jeffer-
ies. Publisher: Routledge/Taylor & 
Francis Group. ISSN: 1475-9756 
(print), 1751-8350 (online). Available 
electronically to licensed users through 
Taylor & Francis Online Journals and 
IngentaConnect Bloomsbury Journals.

Partial contents: “Trapped by 
Tatriiz: Bedouin Handicrafts and Mar-
ginalization in South Sinai,” by Hilary 
Gilbert; “The Search for an Identity 
in a Commercial World: The Bani 
Hamida Weaving Project, Makawir, 
Jordan,” by Sue Jones, Rebecca Salti, 
Margaret Shurdom, Valentina Qus-
sisiya, & the Bani Hamida women; 
“Material Symbols of Traditional 
Bedouin Al-Sadu Weavings of Kuwait,” 
by Keireine Canavan & Ali Alnajadah; 
“New Skills, Changing Status: The 
Bedouin Women’s Voice Reflected in 
the Lakiya Weaving Project, Negev,” 
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by Rosemary Willey-Al’Sanah; “Tradi-
tion and Innovation: Social Aspects 
of Learning Spinning and Weaving 
Skills in Oman,” by Charlotte Heath; 
“Returning Home: The Gifts and the 

Influence of the Ardabil Carpet,” by 
Alinah Azadeh & Sue Jones; “‘Silk 
Thread Martyrs’: Palestinian Embroi-
dery,” by Omar Joseph Nasser-Khoury 
& Sue Jones; “Experiences Woven, Life 

Changed: The Influence of the Bani 
Hamida Weaving Project, Jordan,” by 
Widad Neiroukh & Sue Jones.

Compiled by JoAnne Lehman
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The AFRICAN AMERICAN POLICY FORUM (AAPF) 
— “the nation’s leading gender and racial equity think tank,” 
part of the Center for Intersectionality and Social Policy 
Studies (CISPS) at Columbia Law School  — publishes 
many free reports as a public service in AAPF’s fight for 
“gender and racial equity in the domestic and international 
contexts.” The reports currently offered at www.aapf.org/
publications: 

13 Myths About Affirmative Action: A Special Series on a 
Public Policy Under Seige. 

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw with Priscilla Ocen and 
Jyoti Nanda, Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out, Overpoliced 
and Underprotected. 2015. PDF, 53 pages.

Paul D. Butler, Black Male Exceptionalism? The Prob-
lems & Potential of Black Male-Focused Interventions. 2013. 
(Reprinted from the Du Bois Review, v. 10, no. 2, pages 
485–511.) PDF, 28 pages.

Monique W. Morris, Stephanie Bush-Baskette, & Kim-
berlé Crenshaw, Confined in California: Women and Girls of 
Color in Custody (A Summary of Preliminary Findings and 
Policy Implications). PDF, 24 pages.

Did You Know? The Plight of Black Girls & Women in 
America. PDF, 2 pages.

Learning Circle Toolkit: Women of Color in Mass Incar-
ceration. Word document, 45 pages.

A Primer on Intersectionality. PDF, 12 pages.
Monique W. Morris, Race, Gender and the School-to-

Prison Pipeline: Expanding Our Discussion to Include Black 
Girls. 2012. PDF, 23 pages.

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw & Andrea J. Ritchie, with 
Rachel Anspach, Rachel Gilmer & Luke Harris, Say Her 
Name: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black Women. 2015. 
PDF, 48 pages.

The goal of the online magazine everyday feminism 
(everydayfeminism.com) is “to help people heal from and 
stand up to everyday violence, discrimination, and margin-
alization through intersectional feminism… [W]e work to 

e-souRCes on women & gendeR

amplify and accelerate the progressive cultural shifts taking 
place across the US and the world.” Recent articles include 
“5 Radical Ways People Do Non-Monogamy That You 
Need to Know About,” “17 Lies We Need to Stop Teaching 
Girls About Sex,” and “How White People Subtly Reinforce 
White Supremacy When They Laugh at Black Names.” 
Sandra Kim is founder and CEO of Everyday Feminism, as 
well as co-publisher with Derek Ellerman. They produce the 
site with co-managing editors Melissa A. Fabello and Jezebel 
Delilah X and a host of other associates, editors, writers, 
vloggers, and artists. In addition to the magazine, Everyday 
Feminism offers speakers and “a range of online courses to 
help you go deeper into applying feminism to your everyday 
life.”

WOMEN UNDER SIEGE, an effort of the Women’s 
Media Center, staffed by director Lauren Wolfe and as-
sociate editor Shazdeh Omari, is “a journalism project that 
investigates how rape and other forms of sexualized vio-
lence are used as tools in genocide and conflict throughout 
the 20th century and into the 21st. Originated by Gloria 
Steinem, it builds on the lessons revealed in the anthology 
Sexual Violence Against Jewish Women During the Holocaust, 
by Sonja Hedgepeth and Rochelle Saidel, and also in At the 
Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape and Resistance 
— a New History of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa 
Parks to the Rise of Black Power, by Danielle McGuire. In the 
belief that understanding what happened then might have 
helped us prevent or prepare for the mass sexual assaults of 
other conflicts, from Bosnia to the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, this Women’s Media Center project is explor-
ing this linkage to heighten public consciousness of causes 
and preventions.” See www.womenundersiegeproject.org. 
Feminist Collections readers will especially appreciate the 
resources listed in a September 14, 2015, blog post by Kerry 
K. Paterson, “Required Reading: 10 Books on Sexualized 
Violence, Gender, and War.”

Compiled by JoAnne Lehman
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Some publishers routinely send us new books or other materials 
to consider for review in Feminist Collections (FC). We list all 
such titles here, and those that meet the inclusion criteria for our 
bibliographic periodical, New Books on Women, Gender, & 
Feminism (NB), are indexed in that publication as well. Not all 
titles received in the office are reviewed or indexed; nor is receipt of 
a complimentary copy necessary for that title to be reviewed in FC 
or indexed in NB.Those books we receive that are not selected for 
review are added to the University of Wisconsin’s library collections 
or donated to other worthy recipients.

THE ADULTRESS ON THE SPANISH STAGE. Amend, Tracie. McFarland, 
2015.

AGE IN AMERICA: THE COLONIAL PERIOD TO THE PRESENT. Field, 
Corinne T., and Syrett, Nicholas L. New York University Press, 2015.

ALICE PAUL, THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY AND THE VOTE: 
THE FIRST CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE OF THE 20TH CENTURY. 
Cahill, Bernadette. McFarland, 2015.

AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE POSTCARDS: A STUDY AND CATA-
LOG. Florey, Kenneth. McFarland, 2015.

CINEMATIC QUESTS FOR IDENTITY: THE HERO’S ENCOUNTER 
WITH THE BEAST. Garcia, Maria. Rowman & Littlefield, 2015.

CONFESSIONS OF A BOOK BURNER: PERSONAL ESSAYS AND STO-
RIES. Corpi, Lucha. Arte Público, 2014.

CONSORTS OF THE CALIPHS: WOMEN AND THE COURT OF 
BAGHDAD. al-Sai, Ibn; Toorawa, Shawkat M., ed. New York University 
Press, 2015.

COSMOPOLITAN CONCEPTIONS: IVF SOJOURNS IN GLOBAL 
DUBAI. Inhorn, Marcia C. Duke University Press, 2015.

DEATH IN THE SHAPE OF A YOUNG GIRL: WOMEN’S POLITICAL 
VIOLENCE IN THE RED ARMY FACTION. Melzer, Patricia. New York 
University Press, 2015.

ECONOMIES OF VIOLENCE: TRANSNATIONAL FEMINISM, POST-
SOCIALISM, AND THE POLITICS OF SEX TRAFFICKING. Suchland, 
Jennifer. Duke, 2015.

FAMILY SECRETS: STORIES OF INCEST AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN 
MEXICO. Gonzalez-López, Gloria. New York University Press, 2015.

THE FEMINISM OF UNCERTAINTY. Snitow, Ann. Duke University Press, 
2015.

FEMINIST SURVEILLANCE STUDIES. Dubrofsky, Rachel E., and Magnet, 
Shoshana Amielle, eds. Duke University Press, 2015.

THE FLOATING GARDEN. Ashmere, Emma. Spinifex, 2015.
GENDER IN SCIENCE FICTION FILMS, 1964–1979: A CRITICAL 

STUDY. Noonan, Bonnie. McFarland, 2015.
GIVING UP BABY: SAFE HAVEN LAWS, MOTHERHOOD, AND RE-

PRODUCTIVE JUSTICE. Oaks, Laury. New York University Press, 2015.
GUT FEMINISM. Wilson, Elizabeth A. Duke University Press, 2015.
HAYDÉE SANTAMARÍA, CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY: SHE LED BY 

TRANSGRESSION. Randall, Margaret. Duke University Press, 2015.
HEALTH IN THE CITY: RACE, POVERTY, AND THE NEGOTIATION 

OF WOMEN’S HEALTH IN NEW YORK CITY, 1915–1930. Hart, 
Tanya. New York University Press, 2015.

HELENE SCHWEITZER: A LIFE OF HER OWN. Marxsen, Patti M. Syra-
cuse University Press, 2015.

HER TURN ON STAGE: THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN MUSICAL THE-
ATRE. Barnes, Grace. McFarland, 2015.

HISTORY OF THE PRAIRIE WEST SERIES. Kubik, Wendee, and Marchil-
don, Gregory P., eds. University of Regina Press, 2015.

IMPERIALIST LOVE STORY: DESERT ROMANCES AND THE WAR 
ON TERROR. Jarmakani, Amira. New York University Press, 2015.

INTERNET LESBIAN AND GAY TELEVISION SERIES, 1996–2014. Ter-
race, Vincent. McFarland, 2015.

LATIN AMERICAN WOMEN AND THE LITERATURE OF MADNESS: 
NARRATIVES AT THE CROSSROADS OF GENDER, POLITICS AND 
THE MIND. Sanchez-Blake, Elvira, and Kanost, Laura. McFarland, 2015.

THE MAD POETS TEA PARTY. Jeffs, Sandy. Spinifex, 2015.
MAMAS OF DADA: WOMEN OF THE EUROPEAN AVANT-GARDE. 

Kamenish, Paula K. University of South Carolina Press, 2015.
MODERN FAMILIES: STORIES OF EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEYS TO 

KINSHIP. Gamson, Joshua; Harris-Perry, Melissa, fwd. New York University 
Press, 2015.

MONSTERS, ZOMBIES AND ADDICTS: POEMS. Zepeda, Gwendolyn. 
Arte Público Press, 2015.

MOTHERS, MOTHERING AND SEX WORK. Bromwich, Rebecca, and 
DeJong, Monique Marie, eds. Demeter, 2015.

MY FIRST BOOKE OF MY LIFE. Thornton, Alice; Anselment, Raymond A., 
ed. University of Nebraska Press, 2014.

NARRATIVE THEORY UNBOUND: QUEER FEMINIST INTERVEN-
TIONS. Warhol, Robyn, and Lanser, Susan S., eds. Ohio State University 
Press, 2015.

NEW DESIRES, NEW SELVES: SEX, LOVE, AND PIETY AMONG 
TURKISH YOUTH. Ozyegin, Gul. New York University Press, 2015.

PAID FOR: MY JOURNEY THROUGH PROSTITUTION. Moran, Rachel. 
W. W. Norton, 2015.

PLAYING FOR GOD: EVANGELICAL WOMEN AND THE UNIN-
TENDED CONSEQUENCES OF SPORTS MINISTRY. Blazer, Annie. 
New York University Press, 2015.

RELIGIOUS SCIENCE FICTION IN BATTLESTAR GALACTICA AND 
CAPRICA. Wimmler, Jutta. McFarland, 2015.

RESPONSES TO SELF HARM: AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF MEDI-
CAL, RELIGIOUS, MILITARY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPEC-
TIVES. Dale, Leigh. McFarland, 2015.

SEED SOVEREIGNTY, FOOD SECURITY: WOMEN IN THE VAN-
GUARD. Shiva, Vandana, ed. Spinifex, 2015.

THE SEXY SCIENCE OF THE BIG BANG THEORY: ESSAYS ON GEN-
DER IN THE SERIES. Farghaly, Nadine, and Leone, Eden, eds. McFar-
land, 2015.

SHAPESHIFERS: BLACK GIRLS AND THE CHOREOGRAPHY OF 
CITIZENSHIP. Cox, Aimee Meredith. Duke University Press, 2015.

SHIKHANDI: AND OTHER TALES THEY DON’T TELL YOU. Pattanaik, 
Devdutt. University of Chicago Press, 2015.

STARS BETWEEN THE SUN AND MOON: ONE WOMAN’S LIFE IN 
NORTH KOREA AND ESCAPE TO FREEDOM. Jang, Lucia, and Mc-
Clelland, Susan. W. W. Norton, 2015.

THE SYMBOLISM AND SOURCES OF OUTLANDER: THE SCOTTISH 
FAIRIES, FOLKLORE, BALLADS, MAGIC AND MEANINGS THAT 
INSPIRED THE SERIES. Frankel, Valerie Estelle. McFarland, 2015.

A TASTE FOR BROWN SUGAR. Miller-Young, Mireille. Duke University 
Press, 2014.

THINKING KINK, THE COLLISION OF BDSM, FEMINISM AND 
POPULAR CULTURE. Scott, Catherine. McFarland, 2015.

THIS YEAR’S MODEL: FASHION, MEDIA, AND THE MAKING OF 
GLAMOUR. Wissinger, Elizabeth A. New York University Press, 2015.

VOICE MALE: THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE PROFEMINIST MOVE-
MENT. Okun, Rob A., ed.; Kimmel, Michael S., fwd. Interlink, 2015.

WAVE. Pham, Hoa. Spinifex, 2015.
THE WED-LOCKED AGUNOT. Aranoff, Susan, and Haut, Rivka. McFar-

land, 2015.
WHAT CAN I ASK: NEW AND SELECTED POEMS, 1975–2014. Dyke-

womon, Elana. A Midsummer Night’s Press, 2015.
WINIFRED BLACK/ANNIE LAURIE AND THE MAKING OF MOD-

ERN NONFICTION. Adams, Katherine H., and Keene, Michael L. 
McFarland, 2015.

WOMEN IN EARLY AMERICA. Foster, Thomas A. New York University 
Press, 2015.

WOMEN IN JAPANESE RELIGIONS. Ambros, Barbara R. New York 
University Press, 2015.

WOMEN IN THE FILMS OF JOHN FORD. Mevel, David. McFarland, 
2014.

WOMEN WRITERS OF YIDDISH LITERATURE: CRITICAL ESSAYS. 
Horowitz, Rosemary, ed. McFarland, 2015.
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