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Background

An increasing aspect of diversity in higher education is 
disability with roughly 11% of all students enrolled in college 

having some type of disability.  In order for students with 
disabilities to be successful in postsecondary education, an 

environment in which they feel supported, accepted, and fully 
integrated into the campus community is necessary. 

Unfortunately, students with disabilities often report feeling 
uncomfortable self-disclosing their disabilities on campus, 
fearing that others will have negative reactions to them (Baker, 

Boland, & Nowik, 2012).  Further, there is evidence that 
students with disabilities are impacted by disability stigma in 

that they are subjected to negative stereotypes associated with 
disability, inaccurate assessments of their academic ability, 

and inappropriate judgments by peers (Trammell, 2009).

The purpose of this study was to examine college students’ 
attitudes toward disability and their perceptions of their 

campus engagement and satisfaction.  By assessing students' 
attitudes toward disability and their perceptions of campus 

engagement, we hope to gain a better understanding of the 
current campus climate as it relates to disability and whether 

or not students with disabilities are indeed at risk of being 
impacted by disability stigma. The specific research questions 
for this study were:

1. Do students with and without disabilities have different 

attitudes towards disability?
2. Do students with and without disabilities report different 

levels of disability stigma?
3. Do students with and without disabilities report different 

levels of campus engagement/satisfaction?

Methods

Participants:
A total of 190 UWEC students (148 females; 62 freshmen, 33 

sophomores, 27 juniors, 68 seniors) participated in this study.  

Majors: The most commonly reported major was Psychology (n = 

49), followed by Communication Sciences and Disorders (n = 19), 
Business (n = 19), and Communication & Journalism (n = 18). The 

remaining participants represented a variety of other majors (e.g., 
biology, history, education, social work).

Disability Status: 36 students reported having a disability. The 
most commonly reported disability was psychological/psychiatric 

disorder (n = 18), followed by ADHD (n = 13), and chronic health 
condition (n = 8). 

Materials:

Disability attitudes were measured using the 20-item Counseling 
Clients with Disabilities Survey (CCDS; Strike 2001). Disability 

stigma was measured using the Attitudes Toward Disabled 
Persons Survey (ADTP; Yuker, Block, & Young, 1970). 

Accommodations stigma was assessed by four items taken from 
the Attitudes Toward Requesting Accommodations measure 

(ATRA; Barnard-Brak, Sulak, Tate, & Lechtenberger, 2010). 
Campus engagement and experience was measured using  a 9-

item subscale from the Diverse Learning Environments Survey 
(DLE; Higher Education Research Institute, 2014). All items were 

rated on a 7-point Likert-scale with ‘1’ referring to “strongly 
disagree” and ‘7’ referring to “strongly agree.”

Procedure:
Participants were recruited through email or through the 

Psychology Department SONA system and the survey was 
completed via an online survey program (Qualtrics).

Disability Stigma:

Students w/ Disabilities vs. Students w/o Disabilities

Disability Attitudes:
• Overall, students reported positive attitudes towards 

disabilities. 
• Students with disabilities were significantly more likely to be 

satisfied with their level of disability awareness and were 
also more likely to examine their own stereotypes about 

disabilities compared to their peers w/o disabilities. 
• Students w/o disabilities reported significantly more difficulty 

in understanding how having a disability could be a source of 

pride compared to their peers with disabilities.

Disability Stigma: 
• Overall, students reported low to moderate levels of disability 

stigma. 
• Students w/o disabilities were significantly more likely than 

their peers with disabilities to believe that people with 
disabilities are grouchy and are more easily upset than 

people w/o disabilities. 
• Students w/o disabilities were significantly more likely than 

their peers with disabilities to believe that people with 
disabilities should live and work in special communities and 

one should not expect much from people with disabilities. 

Accommodations Stigma:

• Overall, participants reported relatively low levels of stigma 
towards accommodations, although students w/o disabilities 

reported significantly higher levels of stigma towards 
accommodations than their peers with disabilities.

Campus Experience/Satisfaction:

• Students w/o disabilities were more likely than their peers 
with disabilities to recommend this university to others and 

to report a sense of belonging on campus.

Conclusions

Disability Attitudes: 

Students w/ Disabilities vs. Students w/o Disabilities

Accommodations Stigma:

Students w/ Disabilities vs. Students w/o Disabilities
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Campus Experience/Satisfaction: 

Students w/ Disabilities vs. 
Students w/o Disabilities
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