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Abstract

In 2008 the United States was hit with what has come to be called The Great Recession. Much 

attention has been given to the level of employment during the recession and the subsequent 
recovery. The recession also had varying employment effects within Minnesota. 

This poster graphically compares employment levels across seven sectors between 2007 and 
2013 for the United States and Minnesota. Additionally, we compare employment levels for the 

same seven sectors in the St. Cloud and Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Statistical Areas.
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St. Cloud MSA by Sector

In the St. Cloud Metropolitan Statistical Area four of the seven 

sectors examined had 2013 employment below 2007 levels. 

Health Care/Education fared the best gaining just over 3,000 

jobs (up 18.3%), while on the other end of the spectrum, 
Manufacturing lost more than 2,000 jobs (down 12.8%). 

Total Employment

The United States remained below 2007 employment levels 

in 2013, while Minnesota, Minneapolis-St. Paul and St. Cloud 
were each above 2007 levels. All four areas bottomed out in 
2010 with the United States and Minneapolis-St. Paul 

dropping more than St. Cloud and Minnesota as a whole. 

However, Minneapolis-St. Paul had the strongest recovery 
with gaining almost 13,000 jobs compared to 2007.  Putting 

this in context, Minnesota employment in 2013 was 100.2% of 
the 2007 level which ranked 16th among all 50 states. By 
comparison, Nevada fared the worst at 91.0% of 2007 

employment while North Dakota ranked 1st at 124%.

United States by Sector

At the national level four of the seven sectors examined had 

2013 employment below 2007 levels. 

Health Care/Education fared the best gaining almost 2.5 million 

jobs (up 13.4%), while on the other end of the spectrum, 
Manufacturing lost nearly 2 million jobs (down 13.5%). 

Minnesota by Sector

In Minnesota three of the seven sectors examined had 2013 employment below 2007 levels. Health 

Care/Education fared the best gaining more than 61,000 jobs (up 14.4%), while on the other end of the 
spectrum, Construction lost nearly 23,000 jobs (down 19.0%). 

We next compare Minnesota employment to other states in the nation for each sector. 

�Minnesota Health Care/Education employment in 2013 was 114.4% of the 2007 level which ranked 17th 
among all 50 states. By comparison, Maine fared the worst at 105.3% of 2007 employment while Alaska 
ranked 1st at 125.9%.

�Minnesota Professional/Business employment in 2013 was 104.7% of the 2007 level which ranked 27th 

among all 50 states. By comparison, New Mexico fared the worst at 90.7% of 2007 employment while 
Vermont ranked 1st at 117.9%.

�Minnesota Leisure/Hospitality employment in 2013 was 101.2% of the 2007 level which ranked 41st 
among all 50 states. By comparison, Nevada fared the worst at 95.7% of 2007 employment while North 

Dakota ranked 1st at 119.5%.

�Minnesota Government employment in 2013 was 100.2% of the 2007 level which ranked 28th among all 

50 states. By comparison, Michigan fared the worst at 91.4% of 2007 employment while Utah ranked 1st 
at 109.1%.

�Minnesota Retail employment in 2013 was 95.8% of the 2007 level which ranked 28th among all 50 

states. By comparison, Rhode Island fared the worst at 90.1% of 2007 employment while North Dakota 
ranked 1st at 114.2%.

�Minnesota Manufacturing employment in 2013 was 89.3% of the 2007 level which ranked 19th among all 
50 states. By comparison, Delaware fared the worst at 76.2% of 2007 employment while Alaska ranked 

1st at 109.9%.

�Minnesota Construction employment in 2013 was 81.0% of the 2007 level which ranked 20th among all 50 

states. By comparison, Nevada fared the worst at 42.6% of 2007 employment while North Dakota ranked 
1st at 167.9%.

Minneapolis-St. Paul MSA by Sector

In the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Statistical Area three of the 

seven sectors examined had 2013 employment below 2007 levels. 

Health Care/Education fared the best gaining almost 48,000 jobs 

(up 19.1%), while on the other end of the spectrum, Construction 

lost nearly 15,000 jobs (down 19.3%). 

Source
All data for this project were obtained from the United States 

Bureau of Labor Statistics website at http://www.bls.gov. 


