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The amount of aggressive crimes committed in the United 
States has increased in recent years, which is why it is important 

for people to be aware of others around them, or possibly 

avoid them altogether by using person perception of threat. 

Hypotheses:
1. Main effect between all conditions of criminal activity, such that 
Aggressive Criminals appear significantly more threatening than the 
other two types of criminal activity and Non-Aggressive Criminals 
appear significantly more threatening than Non-Criminals.

2. Main effect between all conditions of Facial Expression, such that 
Scowling appears significantly more threatening than the other two 
types of facial expressions and a Neutral face appears significantly 
more threatening than Smiling.

INTRODUCTION

METHODS

Are we able to detect criminal’s faces in a crowd?

PARTICIPANTS
Participants include 131 adults, 80 women and 51 men.

DESIGN & MANIPULATION
3(criminal activity: Aggressive Criminal, Non-Aggressive Criminal, Non-
Criminal, WS) x 3(Facial Expression: Smiling, Neutral, Scowling, WS) on 
perception of threat.

Criminal’s faces were taken from Florida State Corrections Database.  
We manipulated their facial expressions using Photoshop for our facial 
expression variable

DEPENDENT VARIABLE: Perception of Threat
Threat was defined as an indication of impending danger or harm.

1.How friendly does the [TARGET] appear?
2.How trustworthy does the [TARGET] appear?
3.How aggressive does the [TARGET] appear?
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION

YES! WE ARE ABLE TO DETECT CRIMINALS IN A CROWD.

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
Aggressive criminals are more threatening, followed by non-aggressive 
criminals, and lastly non-criminals, F(65)=52.294, p<0.001, np

2=0.62.

FACIAL EXPRESSION
Scowling faces are more threatening (lower level of threat), followed by 
neutral faces, and lastly smiling faces, F(65)=121.198, p<0.001, np

2=0.79.

SUMMARY
People have the ability to detect whether another person is threatening 
their safety by glancing at their face Contact us via E-Mail: crabbta@uwec.edu & foxc@uwec.edu
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