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Instinctively, I draw from nature and my past to exemplify my thoughts, 
while still permitting myself the liberty of exploiting my personal beliefs 
and history. Clay is my medium, and I approach each piece with humor, 
imagination, and the attempt to see beyond what I know about myself. I 
try to allow my intuition to soar past my perceived limitations. The large, 
humorous, spirited animals that I create are used to explore self-portraiture 
by the use of theological and psychological themes. My pieces are intended 
to invite the viewer to imagine what animals could express if they had 
personality disorders, sinful natures, and an innate need for self-centered-
ness and power. Through facial expressions, body language, and texture, I 
emulate human body language and its relation to the way one responds to it.

Historically, the hare symbolizes fertility, rebirth, rejuvenation, 
resurrection, intuition, transformation, and overcoming limiting beliefs. 
I choose the hare as a model not only for the historical symbolism, but 
also because there is a popular assumption that rabbits are innocent, quiet, 
and cuddly. Through this, I am led to explore my character, identity, and 
spirituality and what others perceive of me, while I note the spiritual 
parallels human beings share with the hare’s symbolism.

The Seven Deadly Sins series is a group of seven severed rabbit heads 
each with a different, slightly humorous facial expression meant to depict 
each of the seven sins. I place each severed head atop a wooden shelf, as 
many people place special things for safekeeping. However, behind each 
shelf is silver platter that casts a reflection to the back of each head and 
the face of the observer. The intention of this trophy-like display is meant 
to cause the viewer to make a connection between what people hold dear, 
exploit, and hide. 
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Lust



Journal of Student Research144

Anger
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Envy




