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Art history, and finding my place among the countless voices that have 
come before, is at the root of my practice. As an artist, I am connecting past 
narratives told throughout art history with my own contemporary voice. I see 
a connection to the past through the perpetual similarities human emotion 
holds throughout all of history and literature.  The creation of characters by 
others and myself reflects these sentiments within the mixed media I choose 
to communicate in.

 I currently am exploring the formation of an artistic movement. Young 
Wisconsin Artists, a play on the Young British Artists (YBA) formed in 
the late 80s, uses the Midwestern region to our advantage. With Charles 
Saatchi’s Sensations exhibition contest that created the YBA expanding to 
the United States, the time for a shift of focus to Young American Artists is 
now. We are the best representation of young artists in America right now, 
coming straight from the heart of the country. 

I have taken my exploration of characters from literature and film into 
the creation of my own character, Riley Whitney. Riley is also a commentary 
on contemporary art as she poses as a famous contemporary artist and 
frequently tweets famous artists, critics, and institutions. She also uses the 
website YouTube to lecture about contemporary art, connecting to people 
worldwide.

The origin of artwork and the artists who made them strongly influences 
the work I create. History immortalizes artists and makes their process, 
work, and personal lives still accessible hundreds of years later. I use this 
information to build a conjunction between the viewer and my own personal 
identity.

I try to access the mindset of the living or dead contemporary artists I 
admire through research. Procuring details of their lives through recorded 
history, I try to find some kind of common ground between the artist and 
myself. Sophie Calle, Cindy Sherman, and Tracey Emin are some of the 
artists I hold in the highest regard, as their work navigates particular aspects 
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of society I wish to commentate on. Through the use of personal mythology 
they connect with the viewer, blurring the line between fact and fiction.

My work revolves around translating this research into a visual language 
through familiar motifs used in storytelling and art. There then it becomes an 
inherent knowledge through films and literature that the viewer possesses. 
This inherent knowledge and my own translation leave the viewer reflecting 
upon their own place in history.
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Mother Monster Series
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Riley Whitney Twitter Page
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Riley Whitney Youtube Lecture Series
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Teenage Dreams Series- Lady Gaga 




