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Abstract 

TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE FOR CHILDHOOD ENGLISH EDUCATION IN CHINA 

 

Yu Xuewen 

 

Under the Supervision of Prof. Ciesielski, Dennis 

Learning English in China is lasting fever for three decades since 1980s. During the 

period how to learn English also is lasting discussed. When looking back and summarizing the 

fruits, many Chinese found that most Chinese students have learnt dumb English because they 

are lack of oral practice. And what’s more, many parents especially who are from mid-class and 

well educated express their hope that they want their children can learn in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Therefore, how to teach English as teachers and how to learn English as students are two 

questions faced by the Chinese educators. With the application of TPR method introduced and 

applied into China, it seems solve the questions at certain degree particularly in childhood 

education. So this thesis aims to illustrate the effect of Total Physical Response teaching 

approach on young children. It explains the theoretical basis of TPR and analyzes the advantage 

and function of TPR in English teaching for children. According to the characteristics of 

children, TPR can build in different forms. Comparing with other language teaching methods, it 

discusses the advantages of TPR. 

 

 

 

 

 

iv 



 TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE FOR CHILDHOOD ENGLISH EDUCATION  5 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

              PAGE 
                                                PAGE                            

 APPROVAL PAGE………………………………...………………….…….….......i 

 TITLE PAGE………………………………………………………………..….…...ii 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS………………………………………………………...iii 

 ABSTRACT………………………………………………………………………...iv 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS……………………………………………………………v 

  

         

 CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION…………………………………………………. 1 

   Introduction 

   Statement of the Problem 

   Definitions of Terms 

   Delimitations 

 

 

 CHAPTER 2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE………………………......4 

   1.Characteristics of Children’s Language Abilities 

2. Total Physical Response. 

3. Total Physical Response in China 

4. Other teaching methods in China 

 

 CHAPTER 3. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS………………….14 

                  1.Application of Total Physical Response in Childhood English education 

 

 

 REFERENCES……………………………………….……………………………..20 

 

 APPENDIX  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      v 



 TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE FOR CHILDHOOD ENGLISH EDUCATION  1 

 

 

 

Chapter 1: Introduction 

English has been teaching in China for at least three decades. With the deeper 

communication with English-speaking nations, many Chinese citizens especially well-educated 

parents criticized that English teaching in China can not meet the needs of communication. 

When looking back the teaching methods applied in China, grammar method played a key role 

and lasted for a relative long time. It is a double-edged sword. Chinese students formed good 

skills of reading and writing, but the speaking capability do not trained completely. Most of them 

can not use their oral English. Therefore, recent years TPR was introduced into China. Total 

Physical Response is “a popular approach to immersion for beginning language learners”, and 

the immersion approach is based on at least half-day immersion or even full-day immersion to 

learn. “The fewer students are likely to be exposed to a new language they are learning outside of 

school, the more they need to experience it in school.” (Reyhner, J, 2003 p2) Learning the way 

of English speaking countries using Total Physical Response to teach their native language is a 

good way to make young learners study. 

Teaching English as a main subject in schools is now started since the third grade in 

elementary schools. But lowering trend of learning English become more obvious. In the first 

beginning of teaching English, the main task is to increase the student’s particular pupils’ 

interest. With the rhyme and music they can learn English while playing. It is much easier “The 

Total Physical Response method uses a gesture for each vocabulary word.”(Omari, D. R, 2001 

p1) Kindergartners with an enriched opportunity to learn Spanish vocabulary will lead to an 

increased interest in foreign languages. The interest will least in their future study and will foster 

an appreciation of other cultures. (Omari, D. R, 2001) The grade 1 to 3 primary school students 

can also have these effects while using Total Physical Response to teach for they are still in the 
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initial stage. All they need to know are some simple vocabulary and the everyday talking. 

 

Statement of the Problem 
 

 What are the effects of using Total Physical Response for early age children in teaching 

second language in China? 

      To what extent is Total Physical Response better than other teaching approaches for early 

age children in teaching second language in China? 

 

Definition of Terms 

Total Physical Response(TPR)－ 

 Total Physical Response(TPR) is a approach to immersion for the learners who are just 

begin their study, and is widely used all over the world. TPR use the actions, voices, images and 

videos to help students remember the meaning of what they’ve seen or heard. And this approach 

will make the learners respond physically to the simple requests that the teacher made. (Reyhner, 

J, 2003) 

Grammar Translation Method (GTM) 

 Prior to the 18
th

 century, the main method of studying foreign is translation of literary 

texts. It played a dominate role of foreign language learning. Now it was criticized because it 

was concerned too much on structural learning rather than communicative skills. And it was 

teacher- centered, it harm to students’ learning motivation. (Sapargul, D., & Sartor, V. 2010).  

 

Communicative Approach 

 Communicative language teaching (CLT) is an approach to the teaching of second and 
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foreign language that emphasizes interaction as both the means and the ultimate goal of learning 

a language. It is also referred to as “communicative approach to the teaching of foreign 

languages” or simply the “communicative approach”. 

 

Delimitations of Research   

 The review of literature was conducted over a period of 90 days using the Karrman 

Library of the University of Wisconsin Platteville. Primary searches will be conducted via the 

Internet through EBSCO host with ERIC, And Wilson Web with Education Full Text. And after 

the primary searches it will be conducted online through the Search engine of Google and Baidu. 

Keywords for the search were total physical response, children, language, China. 
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Chapter 2: Review of Related Literature 

 Due to its place in the world market and global exchange policies, English education is a 

hot topic around the world. Because second language acquisition is a complex development, 

language education has been studied at various levels relative to the age of each learner. 

Childhood education is especially of interest to scholars and experts because of the cognitive 

windows open to children at this time in their life. 

1.Characteristics of Children’s Language Abilities 

Do Omari notes that cognitive psychologists have studied on the language abilities of 

young children for years and have the instruction that children aged two to seven are in the 

preoperational stage of development. Children still rely on the concrete stimuli and the items the 

child can see and touch in language learning. The children in a classroom setting where they 

receive teacher directed instruction will have better development in language than traditional 

experiential play, epically play-based. This includes singing songs and acting out stories and 

situations to develop language skills, narrative abilities. (Omari, D, 2001) 

Omari continues noting that educators are aware of the importance of brain research 

because of its implications in students’ learning abilities, so that researchers have stared in 

researching how the brain works and how people learn best. Brain research is compatible with 

theories of language acquisition and child development for it relates to language and memory. 

One theory is the associative-strength theory which relies on the basic premise that a cue is 

effective for the item that needs to be remembered. On the other hand, Tulving suggests a theory 

that a cue will be effective if it was specifically encoded with the target event and no matter how 

many times it is presented together. Both theories of encoding and cues provide a general 

understanding of how to better encode information in the memory. Generally speaking, prior 
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knowledge helping link and assimilate new information to what the person already knows. Such 

links and assimilating between old and new information built highly developed knowledge 

systems of the mind to help the future understanding.  

Omari has discovered that when people receive new information they try to relate it to 

what they already know. (Omari, D, 2001)  Widodo addresses this sense of prior knowledge, 

offering that children learn simple expressions at the beginning of the language learning process 

and they learn ordinary rules of language from what they’ve previously heard and experienced; 

they also learn expressions that they have never heard before and understand these expressions 

relative to past knowledge. Thus, teachers not only get children to learn language, but they also 

encourage them to learn it positively using the relationship between present and past knowledge. 

(Widodo, H,P. 2005)  

 From the above information, Widodo, offers eight characteristics necessary to the child’s 

readiness to learn a second language: 

1. Children aged 8-10 are mature enough;  

2. They have a particular point of view;  

3. They are able to describe the difference between facts and fictions;  

4. hey are curious of asking questions;  

5. They believe in what is said and the real world to express and comprehend 

meaning/message;  

6. They have distinct options about what they like and what they dislike;  

7. They are open to what happens in the classroom and begin asking a teacher s 

decision;  

8. They can cooperate with each other and learn from others.” (Widodo,H, P, 2005, 
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236p) 

Widodo bases his list on the concept that children can grasp abstracts and symbols, 

generalize language, and systematize them, and they also have the ability to interpret the 

meaning without understanding words separately. They are competent in using language 

creatively, have established imagination, and are fond of communicating. On one hand children 

have the potential to acquire and learn a foreign language, on the other hand they are less capable 

of absorbing or acquiring a foreign language. The challenge is to bring this potential into 

practice. (Widodo, H,P, 2005) 

 

2. Total Physical Response. 

2.1 Conception of Total Physical Response 

Total Physical Response is a method developed by Dr. James J. Asher, a professor of 

psychology at San José State University, with the purpose to learn a second language. In his 

early journal: The Total Physical Response Approach to Second Language Learning (Asher, 

1969) , he mentioned that during L2 acquisition (second language), listening, speaking, reading 

and writing are four basic skills. However, the training time of L2 is limited, and Dr. James J. 

Asher found that the training of listening and speaking may result in an unbelievable expectation 

in a limited time. So he suggested that the first training stage should focus on one skill, and 

listening is the best choice. As Asher notes, “There is evidence that the skill of listening 

comprehension has high positive transfer especially to speaking a foreign language. And, 

listening skill seems to have a large positive transfer to reading and writing depending upon the 

fit between phonology and orthography of a specific language. ” (Asher, 1969) To solve the 

problem to achieve listening fluency, to achieve learning a L2 maximally as much as to learn 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jos%C3%A9_State_University
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L1(first language), he developed a strategy: Total Physical Response. That means to make the 

students, when listening to a command in a foreign or second language, and they can 

immediately obey with a physical action. 

Furthermore, Iiwana,N, concludes that TPR is based on the way in which children learn their 

mother tongue. Taking TPR as the link between word and action, the teacher giving a command 

and the learners obeying the command is the main activity of TPR. Therefore, it is easier for the 

students to recall the words they have learned if they use their body to learn vocabulary items. 

TPR can be varied in any different activities such as storytelling, dialogue, games, or a pattern 

drill to introduce new vocabulary and new grammatical features at any level. (Iiwana, 2010) 

 

2.2 The teachers and students’ roles in Total Physical Response. 

Since the theory of TPR was promoted, how to apply it in the real teaching situation is 

one problem. Many teachers all over the world have practise it. And in Widodo’s article 

Teaching children using a Total Physical Response method: Rethinking (2005), he considers that 

the most important activities in TPR classrooms are imperative drills which are typically geared 

to highlight physical actions and activity on the part of the students. Students play the roles of 

listener and performer. The teacher plays an active and direct role: the director of a stage on 

which the students are the actors. In giving feedback to students, the teacher needs to follow the 

way of parents give feedback to their children. He should make fewer mistakes in speech, in the 

early stages, and he has to avoid too much interrupting to correct errors as this may inhibit 

students to take an action or speak out. To sum up, the responsibility of teachers is giving 

commands and monitoring actions taken by the students. The interaction between the teacher and 

the students is the teacher speaking and the students responding nonverbally, then the students 
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become more verbal and the teacher responds nonverbally. (Widodo. 2005) 

Iiwana’s makes these roles between teachers and students more clearly in a definitive list. 

(Iwana, 2010)  

1. The teacher directs and the students “act” in response. The instructor is the director of 

a stage play in which the students are the actors. 

2. Listening and physical response skills are emphasized over oral production. 

3. The imperative mood is the most common language function employed, even well 

into advanced levels. Interrogatives are also heavily used. 

4. Students are not required to speak until they feel naturally ready or confident enough 

to do so. 

5. Grammar and vocabulary are emphasized over other long areas. Spoken language is 

emphasized over written language. 

6. Whenever possible, humor is injected into the lessons to make the learners more 

enjoyable in learning languages.” (Iiwana. 2010.) 

 

3. Total Physical Response in China 

3.1 Background of childhood English education in China. 

The English language has a long history in China, in Bob Adamson’s book China’s 

English: A history of English in Chinese education (2004) it clarifies that since the early 

seventeenth century English first appeared in China. And with English education developed 

deeply in China, the pedagogies also keep changing from a structural approach to a functional 

approach. (Bob Adamson, 2004, P1) 

   Since English existed in China for quite a long time, it is obvious that English learning 
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shows a lowering trend of age.  

Now, many kindergartens offer English classes. What’s more, elementary schools start 

their English teaching from grade 3 officially, according to the Education Policy. In an English 

class, how to make students more active and provide a better understanding are important 

concepts to teachers. Thus it seems TPR appears at a proper time to meet the need. 

 

3.2 The significance of using TPR in children‘s English teaching in China. 

TPR teaching method is widely used in English teaching in China, especially for 

children. Compared to other teaching methods, TPR seems more fresh and popular, and it is even 

mentioned individually in the students’ text books in Wuhan. The Chinese traditional teaching 

method focuses on grammar teaching through analyzing the grammar structure. The written 

language is very hard to comprehend for children, and the grammar teaching method does not 

teach vivid oral English. TPR can allow students to learn oral English easily, and it is also 

suitable to the psychological and physical characteristics of children. Teachers through run, jump 

and play games to teach English rather than sitting on chairs in silence. Forcing children to 

repeat teacher’s words will make them feel stressed and nervous, and limit their language 

development. TPR method can change this. It teaches students in a relaxed atmosphere to learn 

the words while playing. In Chen’s article (2010), she addresses that children are active, good at 

limitation and accepting new objects, and like to prove themselves capable, so they prefer to 

learn what they are interested in. They learn quickly but need time to enhance their memory. 

Therefore, teachers need to use TPR to teach them. TPR provides a fun way for children to learn 

English, and it relieves students’ anxiety and encourages interest in English learning. 

Furthermore, in the TPR activities, children may get more chances to practice when they learn.  
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(Chen, L, 2010) 

 

3.3 Problems of using TPR in children‘s English teaching in China  

Although the TPR method achieves good teaching results in practice, there are still some 

difficulties and problems. Guo in his work Total Physical Response and English teaching of 

China (2009) observes many problems: 

For the students, the first problem they have to face is lack of language environment. 

Living in a Chinese-speaking environment, there are fewer chances to communicate with the 

target language (English). So it is easy to learn a new English word or expression, but how to use 

it, would be a challenge. Another problem is assessment methods. The main assessment is still 

focus on sores, which need a lot of time on practicing the exam papers, which would deeply 

dampen the enthusiasm of children.  

For the teachers, the main challenge is speaking standard English tones. Nobody can be 

sure his tone is standard. But the point is, the elder English teachers, most of who cannot speak a 

relative Standard English, because at their studying age, the English resources were so limited, 

the only resource is their textbook, without tapes, not to mention the Internet. So when they 

become English teachers, their students imitate their tone. It would be difficult to train the 

students to speak fluent and standard English. Using TPR in a classroom, which requires 

teachers’ better teaching skills and classroom management can achieve what traditional methods 

cannot. Students are active; the teaching aim goes on, and students are happy and well organized 

which works against the problems found in the older methods where students were often 

uncomfortable. (Guo, X, 2009) 
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4. Other teaching methods in China 

4.1 Grammar- Translation Method 

As listed above, the Grammar-Translation Method (GMT) plays a key role in Chinese 

EFL education. It was one of the widest methods used at the beginning of EFL history. With 

deeper understanding, the learning aim changes from structural to functional. But the teaching 

method seems fall behind current teaching needs. Whether should continue GTM in EFL, the 

discussion becomes whether the GMY would be continued to teach EFL. 

In the Pupil’s word choices and the teaching of grammar by Dominic Wyse (2006), the 

author shows that few students support the argument that grammar teaching led to improvements 

in pupils’ writing. In his paper he stated the teaching of grammar was divided into three levels: 

word-level, sentence-level and text-level. The sentence-level was emphasized strongly especially 

the sentence-combining. And “Mellon (1969) argued that sentence –combining was a specific 

effect of linguistic studies and should not replace a program of composition.” (D.Wyse, P. 32)  

In Myse’s paper: Grammar for writing? A critical review of empirical evidence he further 

developed his point of anti-grammar in writing. In this paper , he cited Hillocks words to support 

his view. 

The study of traditional school grammar has no effect in raising the quality of student 

writing, until we have had such knowledge, the grammar sections of a textbook should be 

treated as a reference tool that might provide some insight into conventions of mechanics 

and usage. It should not be treated as a course of study to improve the quality of writing. 

(2001, p. 416). 

  

 Viola Wong Yuk Yue in her Investigating ESL students’ grammar in writing (2010), she 
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cited the comments of grammar like:  

It is difficult to capture the central role played by grammar in the structure of language, 

other than by using a metaphor such as “framework” or “skeleton”. But no physical metaphor 

can express satisfactorily the multifarious kinds of formal patterning and abstract relationship 

that are brought to light in a grammatical analysis. 

In fact, GTM still is irreplaceable in English education in China. Constance Weaver’s 

Grammar intertwined throughout the writing process: An “inch wide and a mile deep”(2006) 

suggested that grammar is not a list of rules to be memorized. The original place of grammar 

should be in the context of actual writing. (2006, p.78) Debra Myhill also reasoned the advantage 

of teaching grammar in context that it could “avoid all the worst excesses of prescriptive 

grammar teaching, which operates within the deficit model of grammar teaching focus on error.” 

(2005, p. 81) Carl W. Glover and Byron L. Stay discussed more explicitly about this. They stated 

that during the traditional grammar instruction and learning, some important basic issues can be 

ignored such as understanding the grammar. To write well, one should have a better 

understanding of grammar because through the understanding the students can begin to see the 

connections between choice and audience. (Grammar in the writing centre: opportunities for 

discovery and change, p. 129-135) 

 

4.2 Communicative Approach 

 In Mehmet Demirezen’s article The Foundations of the Communication Approach and 

Three of Its Application, (2011, Vol.7, No.1) he concluded some popular foreign language 

teaching methods like Grammar Translation Method, Audio-lingual Method etc. They all 

“developed a command of grammar rather in language forms and rules, but could not develop the 



 TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE FOR CHILDHOOD ENGLISH EDUCATION  13 

 

 

 

speaking abilities of the non-speaking learners that were based on memorizing language forms”. 

(2011, p.57)  With the need of students’ motivation and interaction, as what discussed above, 

the main teaching ways has been transferring form teacher-centered direction into 

students-centered. So Communicative Approach (CA) came up in the late 1960 and spread in 

mid 1970s. There are some essential guiding principles of CA listed by Johnson, K and Johnson, 

H(1999).  

1. Learners’ needs are the most important; syllabus must be based on students’ needs and           

     interests: teaching materials should meet the needs of students’ communication. 

2. Errors are to be ignored to a certain extent; other students and teachers ignore errors 

during the class sessions. 

3. Speaking is prior to other skills. 

4. Functions are emphasized over forms. 

5. Cooperation in class is a must and students must have cooperative relationship among 

each other. 

6. Classroom should provide for all students opportunities for rehearsal of real life 

situation and provide opportunity for real-world like communication. ( Johnson, K and 

Johnson, H(1999). Encyclopedic dictionary of Applied Linguistics Oxford: 

Blackwell. )  

 

 In LV Ai-jun and Kong Yan’s article, The Application of communicative approaches in 

language teaching (2010, p18), they emphasized more specifically on students-centered methods 

namely learner-centeredness. Students are encouraged and required to “do” things. Firstly, the 

teacher works as an “organizer” to organize a real context for students to use L2 as used in real 
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life. Second, the teacher works as a “facilitator” to suggest how to proceed  in activity, and 

assist group in self -discussion. Thirdly, the teacher participates as an “assessor” to take note of 

the problems students made in the process for later work. Forth, the teacher becomes the 

“controller”, by controling time, speed, language and context. Last, the teacher actsas a 

motivator, to inspire students’ interests to learn English.  

 In Al-Mekhlafi, A., & Ramani, P. (2011). Expectation versus Reality: Communicative 

Approach to EFL Teachingm they did a survey and one of the open question is whether grammar 

should be taught in EFL.They found even though students think grammar is boring, they still 

want Grammar-Translation Method and Communicative approach could be integrated. Different 

students have theIR own way to study and the ways of adults and young men also different.  

Chapter 3: Conclusions and Recommendations 

 To sum up what has been discussed above, it is easy to notice that whether one uses TPR, 

GTM, or CA, the main purpose is to create an excellent lesson. The lesson must be interesting 

and intellectually challenging, and the students should be eager to learn. A good lesson usually 

needs several teaching methods to achieve the goal. And in childhood English education, TPR 

can be used as a main method with other methods used to support it. What is more, Wang,X,M 

(2008) and Wang,L (2007) suggest several conceptions for specific ways to use TPR in practical 

teaching situations. As a primary teacher, the writer will take the Unit 4 Colors in the text book 

Join in (basic stage, it is authorized by Wuhan Education Bureau and widely used in Wuhan 

primary schools) as an example to support Wang, X.M.’s and Wang, L.’s opinions.  

1. Application of Total Physical Response in Childhood English education 

 TPR can be applied under several circumstances during childhood English education. At 

an early age, children are encouraged to speak out and are eager to perform. Taking their 
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psychological and physical characteristics into consideration, the lessons should be designed to 

be funny and participative.  

1.1 The combination of TPR and alphabets  

 Wang, X.M.’s (2008) article posits that teachers can use TPR to teach children the 

alphabet.  The traditional method is for the teacher to write the alphabet on the board and then 

have the children sing the “ABC song” to memorize it.  In Unit 4 there are 4 letters: Hh, 

Ii,Jj,Kk. Students are required to learn each alphabet’s pronunciation, writing style of the capital 

and small letter. Thus they will sing another adapted ABC song, Hh is a hat /h/, Ii is a iguana, 

/i/,Kk is a kangaroo,/k/. With the familiar song but interesting body movement (use their body to 

spell the letter), students are more likely to sing the songs and know how the letters appear and 

better learn each letter’s pronunciations. In order to strengthen their memory and learn how to 

write down the letters, the Communicative Approach can be used by teachers.  In this approach, 

students can work in pairs or in groups to discuss how to use their writing utensils, such as 

pencils and erasers, to spell the letters.    

1.1 alphabets  
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1.2 The combination of TPR and games.  

 Wang also notes that when teaching the color words, teachers should avoid boring 

teaching methods (such as presenting the words directly); rather, the teacher should play a game 

to making learning interesting (Wang, X, M,2008) . So in Unit 4, students need to learn color 

words. In order to make the class more interesting, a game called “Everyone is a Magician” 

could be played.  The game is played in this manner:  

1, Teacher tells the students that there will be a magic show. 

        2. On the teacher’s desk, there are four transparent bottles with water in them. 

        3 The teacher then puts red pigment on the inside of one bottle cap.  

        4. The teacher then shakes the bottle to ensure that the water at the bottom can reach 

the bottle cap and the red pigment can be dissolved, turning the water red. 

        5 From the students’ point-of-view, the teacher has the ability to turn the water red. 

        6 At this point, the teacher will introduce the word “red,” write it down on the board, 

and then teach the students how to spell it according to its pronunciation. 

Afterwards, the students can prepare bottles and pigments themselves; everyone can make this 

magic and though their own actions (shaking the bottles) they will be more impressed by the idea 

of color words. 
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 1.2 games & 1.3 vocabularies  

 

1.3 The combination of TPR and Vocabulary  

 Wang, L. (2008) believes that TPR is suitable for teaching young children vocabulary. 

Children can accept intuitive visual stimulation and like to imitate their teachers and participate 

in the game themselves. In Unit 4, students first learn color words, and the teacher’s task is to 

enhance their learning through sensory impressions. Another exercise teachers can use is a game 

which asks students to locate colors on objects in the classroom. The teacher will say the name of 

one color and ask the students to quickly find the one thing in the room which has this color. For 

example, if teacher says “red,” students should indicate everything they can find which is red. At 

the same time, they should verbally indicate the color in a phrase such as, “It’s red” or “They are 

red. ” Students much have grounding in grammar, and this game will reinforce their 

understanding of basic grammar through proper sentence structure and pronoun use. But though 

games such as these and TPR, Grammar Translation Method can be used to subconsciously teach 
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students grammar and sentence structure.  

 

1.4 The combination of TPR and music.  

 

 The following song is sung by the teacher and the students while looking at the above 

series of pictures: “Look at the butterfly, the lovely butterfly. Hello, hello,hello. It is green and 

red, it’s pink and blue, it is brown and yellow. It’s brown and yellow too. Look at the butterfly, 

my lovely butterfly. Byebye, byebye,byebye.”

Wang, L. (2008) also mentions that combining TPR with music can inspire students’ 

learning motivation. Therefore, teachers can add song and rhythm into the English teaching so 

that children may learn the language while singing and dancing.  By examining the exact lyric 

above—for example “Hello, look at, bye bye”—it would be easy for a student to imagine the 

corresponding gesture to the word.  This teaching approach can be combined with body 

movements to demonstrate the meaning of the words in the song. In this way, it is easy to 
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remember difficult words or sentences

 To sum up, TPR is suitable for children’s psychological nature. It can immediately catch 

the attention of children and attract them so that they can learn English though an immersive 

experience. TPR can create a real-life learning environment in which children will hopefully 

enjoy learning English. This approach is not meant to imply that Grammar Translation Method is 

not also important to student learning. On the contrary, GTM is also important particularly when 

used in a subconscious method as discussed above. That is to say at the very basic learning stage, 

TPR can achieve be most when combined with other teaching methods such as Grammar 

Translation Method and Communicative Approach.  

What’s more, because TPR contains a number of games, role plays, and group 

competitions, teachers must have good classroom control. When children are participating in a 

variety of activities, they might be excited and difficult to control. Thus teachers need to 

establish effective classroom management to achieve the desired results; teachers also need to 

have a professional skill-set and the capability to be in charge at every step of the lesson plans to 

make sure the students can gain the biggest pleasure and largest knowledge at the same time.  
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