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Abstract	  

TEACHING	  ENGLISH	  WITH	  INSTRUCTIONAL	  MEDIA	  FOR	  SECOND	  LANGUAGE	  

LEARNING	  COLLEGE	  STUDENTS	  IN	  CHINA	  

 

by 

Wang Xiao 

Under the Supervision of Professor John Nkemnji, Ph.D. 

 

Instructional media are important artistic forms that have recently been 

introduced into English language teaching classroom. They have a significant impact 

on students’ listening, speaking and all aspects of English language learning abilities, 

and can help students learn English more efficiently.  Therefore English films should 

be given attention to English language teaching. This paper shows that the use of 

instructional media in English teaching could be a very effective teaching method, 

which can help to create a good atmosphere for learning English, provide a 

semi-authentic language environment conducive to teaching English listening 

comprehension, stimulate students’ interests and it also help students learn more about 

the cultural background of English-speaking countries for a better learning through 

the analysis on the function of media tools to English teaching. At the same time, this 

paper also points out some effective ways to use instructional media for English 

teaching. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The purpose of college English teaching is to help students understand the basics of 

English language knowledge better and improve students’ listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, and translation abilities, and particularly their listening and speaking abilities. 

The reform of traditional teaching methods in the classroom and the mode of English 

teaching is the key to the success for English teaching. Since teaching by media tools 

was introduced into China. It helped to create a good atmosphere for learning English, 

provided a semi-authentic language environment conducive to teaching English 

listening comprehension, stimulated students’ interests, and also helped students learn 

more about the cultural background of English-speaking countries. With more and 

more multi-media teaching being introduced into listening and speaking classes, 

English teaching by media tools became more and more popular among college 

students. 

 



 
 

 5 

 

Statement of the Problem 

To what extent can media tools promote effective English acquisition for college 

students in China? 

 

 

 

Definition of Terms 

Media tools: defined as an array of tools that might prove helpful in advancing 

student learning. Some modern tools include but are not limited to overhead 

projectors, laptop computers and so on. 

English acquisition：Something or someone acquired or gained knowledge of 

English. (Merriam-Webster, 2011) 

Effective: Producing a result that is wanted, having an intended effect. 

(Merriam-Webster, 2011)  
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CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The purpose of college English teaching is to help students understand the basics of 

English language knowledge better and improve students’ listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, and translation abilities, particularly listening and speaking abilities. Some 

educators point out that “The problem in foreign language teaching materials, teachers, and 

language environment is very important, so the most important problem is the way of 

teaching.” (Ballantyne, Sanderman, & Levy, 2008).The reform of traditional teaching 

methods in the classroom and the mode of English teaching is the key to success for English 

teaching. When multi-media teaching was introduced into listening and speaking classes, 

English teaching by media tools became more and more popular among the college students 

of all ages. In this paper, first the situation of media tools with English teaching in China 

will be analyzed and then the author will point out some advantages that media tools bring 

to English teaching for college students, finally author will give several effective English 

teaching methods with media tools. 

 

The situation of media tools with English teaching in China 

With the development of education in China, teaching methods with media tools 

were introduced into English class and it became more and more popular, some 

modern tools include but are not limited to overhead projectors, laptop computers and 

so on. Generally college teachers will use computers or some other media tools to play 

some movies, music or power point, for students in China. The reason why this 
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teaching method has became more and more popular is that media tool, convey 

information through images, sound, subtitles and special effects means to students 

directly, a mean of giving the audience a strong sense of the scene, and a sense of 

witness. It is not only external access to get news and information, but also the main 

provider of rich and varied cultural activities and entertainment. With regards to 

English listening and speaking skills by media tools, students will improve their 

listening skills when they are able to hear the authentic English and view the actual 

real-life scenarios.  Media tools can also enhance students’ awareness of 

cross-cultural communication and stimulate their strong desire and enthusiasm to 

study English. 

 The traditional English teaching methods cannot meet the students’ needs of 

learning authentic English anymore, so the teaching methods with media tools became 

popular and are in great demand because of the advantages they brings to college 

students who have strong incentive to learn original English. 

 

 Advantages that media tools bring to English teaching for college students 

As researchers Harrer , zeini and pinkwart emphasize that the instructional media 

helps a lot in second language acquisition, “Media tools bring a lot advantages in all 

aspects for English teaching, for example: they create an atmosphere in the classroom, 

help students develop their English listening and speaking ability, and can let them 

know more about the background and history in English speaking countries. The most 

important thing is that media tools can promote students’ interests to learn 
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English”(Harrer, Zeini, & Pinkwart, 2006). 

 

 Creating an active classroom atmosphere 

Research has shown that “Learning a second language and emotional factors are 

closely related, so teachers have to minimize the impact effect of negative factors for 

language study.” (DiSessa, 2000) “In foreign language teaching, creating a great 

classroom atmosphere conducive to English learning is even more important than 

exploring new ways to help students learn and master the grammar and vocabulary. 

According to research, an active atmosphere can improve the efficiency of learning. If 

students are in a depressed atmosphere of study, it is bound to have bad effect for 

students learning of English, even resulting in reduced the efficiency of study. ” 

(Hoppe, Gassner, Muhlenbrock, & Tewissen, 2000) However, vivid, fun activities and 

the atmosphere in the classroom will make students feel relaxed and happy. Therefore, 

we can assert that a harmonious classroom atmosphere conducive to active learning 

can improve the efficiency of English learning. So if students can see English movies 

or listen to English songs in the class, they will regard this as an interesting way for 

them to learn, and they will feel relaxed and comfortable in the class, and they may 

want to take part in the class. Because of that, the class atmosphere will become active 

and students will be willing to study English and at the same time their learning 

efficiency can be improved by the active classroom atmosphere. So an active 

classroom atmosphere can also stimulate students’ interests in English learning. 

Nowadays, studying English is relatively passive for college students and they always 
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don’t do English study on their own initiative. The traditional methods make them 

think that English is a boring subject and what they learn is limited by the textbooks. 

When playing an English speaking movie, the English version of the movie can lift 

students out of the monotony of book knowledge, bringing them into the story, and 

letting them feel like the protagonists in movies with the same feelings. Students in 

such an environment can get much more language information, their emotion may be 

aroused, and English movies also inspire student’s imagination, so they can promote 

their abilities of learning language. According to recent research, in the College 

English Teaching, the introduction of video clips helps to stimulate student’s interest 

in learning English, and improve their motivation for English learning. As the film has 

the complete story, and the beautiful sounds of music, a suitable video can bring the 

enjoyment of the United States and stimulate students’ interest in learning English. 

College English Teaching with media tools helps to create a language environment for 

learning English as a natural evolution of the exchange activities, enabling students to 

participate in the teaching of English consciously and to improve the consolidation of 

student interest in the outcome of the cognitive process. 

 

Benefits for correct pronunciation 

 Instructional media can also help students study the right British and American 

pronunciation at same time. For example English movies, improve the speaking ability 

of students, the original English movies reflect many different geographic regions, 

social classes, and educational levels, occupations, ages and sexes; they are very close 
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to the language in real life. Knowing about this information can deepen the impression 

of hearing and help students learn the authentic pronunciation in Britain and the 

United States. As long as there is exposure to a language environment, language 

ability can be improved in a relatively short time, so an ideal environment is a very 

important condition for students to promote their English learning. English videos 

provide the correct pronunciation of a study environment for students in Britain and 

the United States; and students can imitate the voice and tone in movies. What is 

more, watching English movies gives the students more confidence, students will learn 

a lot; know a lot of western customs and culture by this tool and through study and 

repeated practice, students will also have a lot of confidence of their own English 

pronunciation. 

 

Providing cultural background of Western countries 

 Understanding the cultural background is essential for English learning, as Evans 

said that “Only the people who understand the culture background of western 

countries will know the Western way of thinking well, so in order to stand in the 

position to feel the role of their culture and to master a number of cross-cultural 

communications of knowledge better, for future communication with foreigners, and 

lay a good foundation for barrier-free exchange” (Evans, 2004). Teachers must find a 

method that is popular between students and useful to everyone. Media tools enable 

the students to have further recognition of Western customs and cultural backgrounds. 

There are many objective differences in the customs, habits, relationships, 
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environment, tradition, and character between foreign countries and China, such 

differences in correspondence are reflected in languages. Teachers can use media tools 

to point out the differences in detail; they may play videos, music or movies to help 

students understand the cultural background of western counties more clearly. Some 

differences were accepted by the Chinese public through the communication between 

foreign countries and China, we need to get a better understanding on the culture 

background history, customs and social issues in the western, Through analysis, it was 

concluded that for someone to fully understand western values one must understand 

the true meanings of western languages as a means to learn history and culture. Media 

tools, such as movies, help to build up a learner's ability for cross-cultural 

communication. As commonly known, language is used in the social context for 

communication. For the correct understanding and usage of language, students must 

know the language and cultural knowledge well, in order to find out a combination of 

language and culture that is in line with the nature of language teaching. Traditional 

teaching methods only focus on foreign language teaching while ignoring the 

importance of language knowledge and cultural knowledge. Studying English through 

English movies can not only provide an opportunity to learn more words and 

sentences but also abjectly shows the nation’s character, ideology and ethos. A variety 

of movie material provided by the language formed from social and cultural context 

can build up a students’ ability to identify cultural differences, and it can also 

stimulate the motivation to assimilate, so that learners can combine the target words 

with culture to carry out a deeper level of learning until they master the language.  
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Improving learner’s listening ability 

The traditional form of English listening teaching has many disadvantages: First, 

the purpose of learning is not correct; because many people think that studying 

English is just for the test. In general, teachers read the textbook and ask students to do 

the exercises, but the teachers ignore students’ feelings, enthusiasm, and creativity. 

Second, the teaching methods and teaching contents is a little boring. Spending too 

much time on listening a single recording will easily lead to mental fatigue or even 

emotional resentment. Third, there is almost no communication between students and 

teachers; making it hard to stimulate the students’ participation. After the revolution of 

English listening method, media tools provided students a better atmosphere, because 

they are fun and entertaining, which promotes the reform process for the Study of 

English Listening greatly. For their advantages, scientists point out that the best way to 

master a language is to be in contact with it frequently. Undoubtedly the most direct 

image of the language materials will stimulate the senses for a language learner, 

allowing them to master the language of the contact material quickly and effectively at 

a good psychological state of mind. Materials with noise help, including audio 

background, can help students feel that in the given situation that they are gaining the 

ability to distinguish different accents and different languages’ style. Students will 

come in contact with the natural English accent. English in the movie has a narrative 

story line, portraying characters, and reveal the inner world of a role. The great of 

movie line is that it is a true representation of social communication, through the 

interpretation of an actor full of emotion and interpretation, the language in the movies 



 
 

 13 

became unforgotten. While watching movies or listening to the music, students can 

experience the fun of language, at the same time their pronunciation and listening 

ability will be improved. A good teaching method will inspire students to learn 

independently, and to promote the internalization of language. The use of language 

benefits learners a lot, help to promote their English level. Watching movies in 

English can improve listening comprehension, you can also know the custom 、the 

value of concepts, life attitudes of the English-speaking people, and they improve the 

level of art appreciation, enhance their own qualities. English in: language (subtitles), 

language, images, cultural background, they contain a large amount of information. 

Put the real movie or a more authentic Western culture to the English listening class, 

and the pure English accent or American accent to the front of students so that 

students have more opportunities to reach out to the environment in English with 

different accent. 

 

The effective method with Instructional media in English teaching  

English teaching in non-English-speaking countries faces many troubles. A large 

number of students could not be activated in English learning. “Many students lose 

their interests at the initial period because of the boring learning condition and 

atmosphere. To the students, “interest" will directly affect the study effect. Multimedia 

can use sound, flash, picture, film, and so on to set scene to let students feel the real 

scene by themselves. Multimedia can get many kinds of materials to make beautiful 

courseware so that students can realize the fresh and lively scene which cannot be 
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restricted by time and space. By the methods of multimedia, teachers not only can set 

the real life scene to curtail distance between teaching and reality and then to provide 

the chance of speaking English for students, but also can satisfy students’ curiosity 

and inspire their interests. By the teaching method of setting scene teachers can 

improve the teaching level to make students improve social abilities in the English 

communicative activities.”(Buckingham, 2003) 

 Changing the teaching organizational forms 

Nowadays we should use the teaching form such as study independently, study in 

group. Teachers guide the students according to teaching content, teaching time, and 

teaching objectives. As educators mentioned “The teaching process should be a 

common mission between individuals and individuals, between the group and the 

group staggered, finished by students and the teachers. In order to enhance student 

interest in learning English, to provide students with more communicative use of 

English the opportunity to enjoy the finished film, the teacher can design and organize 

a wide range of difficulty appropriate extra-curricular activities to enable students to 

apply knowledge acquired by the actual , to enable students to understand themselves 

and with varying degrees of sense of achievement, and enhance their self-confidence, 

added to interest in learning English and fun, change "force me to learn" into "I want 

to learn.” Teachers can organize extra-curricular activities of students set up an 

English team to carry out the theme song of the concert, analog footage and group 

activities such as drama performances. Students in these activities and help each other 

cross-infection, which together raise the standard of English. In this way, students will 
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be a combination of curricular and extra-curricular help to maintain interest in learning 

English.”(Pinkwart, Hoppe, Bollen, & Fuhlrott, E, 2002) 

 

 Teach English by English movies 

When watching English movies, teachers cannot act the sole role as the one who 

operates a movie projector, rather they must also act as the organizer and guide. 

Through a series of movies chosen because of their meaningful and organized content, 

teachers will be able to guide their students to achieve hearing and comprehension 

proficiency. Film material doesn’t contain simple words and phrases, which means it 

requires more than a simple listening ability to fully understand. Students need to view 

reputably, in order to achieve the design of teaching activities gradually. Teachers 

guide the students to watch effectively according to the different study tasks. 

Teachers’ lesson plans should be designed with the idea of focusing on one aspect of 

the movie at a time(i.e., setting, plot, characters).Teachers can ask students a few 

simple and general questions, about the central idea of the movie, the characters 

involved, and the occurrence of the time, plot summary, etc. At the beginning, the task 

of designing a simple point, likely to arouse the enthusiasm of all students. At this 

stage, students are the main teaching .Based on the preview and a combination of 

vision and hearing brought by multi-media for students, students can finish the basic 

teaching set up in the first phase of the mission. After the simple task of teaching, 

students have more and more interests in watching movies and enter the second stage. 

Viewing the second time, teachers are teaching in the main, the participants are 
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students. Teachers must have to design some details of the difficulty and problems. 

Teachers need to pause or repeat play, and hear the words on the long sentence, slang, 

and difficult saying. Through the explanations from teachers, students can achieve a 

lot at this stage. Twice after the viewing, students can watch the third time. This stage, 

students also become the subject of teaching, after viewing that student’s 

understanding of learning and a sense of satisfaction can be promoted. Act theory of 

language developed in the course of customary habit, and the formation of habits, in 

order to stimulate the need to strengthen - response. Language learning process is 

input - absorption - output process. The balance between input and output in 

accordance with the view is very important; Teachers should help students to reduce 

the latency. “Teachers can design some activities for the students such as: repeat the 

story of video, role play, discussion, writing their own thoughts, analysis of the main 

features of personality traits, to recite the classic dialogue, the role of dubbing films. 

Students will learn to express the film and discuss the use of writing in order to 

enhance the level of speaking ability and writing ability.”(Pelletier, 2005) 

 

 Teach English by playing English songs 

As more and more teaching materials on the internet，the application of English 

songs become a new teaching method in English education，“for example：Teacher 

give the lyric of a English song with some key words blanked and then play this song 

to the students for three times，ask students find the key words and fill in the blank，

at last，teacher may play the video of this song and let all the students to guess the 
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meaning of the song，teacher can also teach the students to sing this song. This 

teaching method has a great help in listening and understanding of English study for 

students.”(Lingnau & Mannhaupt, 2003) 

Instructional media contains a lot of cultural features and useful language information 

help students get closer to the life and teaching of foreign languages. With media tools, 

Students can study in a foreign language environment, and their sensory organs are 

stimulated, students are studying the language knowledge and cultural knowledge in 

effective ways with media tools. they create a good atmosphere to learn English for college 

students, let students learn English in such a semi-authentic language learning environment, 

help them feel the difference between Chinese and Western in cultural so as to enhance 

foreign language learning live interpersonal skills, they also benefit students in English 

language learning and personal growth. 
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CHAPTER 3 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

In the class, teachers should provide maximum learning opportunities for 

students to participate as many as possible. The traditional English teaching methods 

cannot create good learning environment for students. With the development of 

educational technology, multimedia appears. Multimedia as a teaching tool can use 

animated graphics, full-motion videos, and flashes, and so on to create a vivid 

teaching mode for learners. The purpose of English teaching is to inspire students’ 

interests, to develop students’ communicative abilities, and to increase teaching 

information. This effective teaching method is an excellent assistant for teachers. 

Through the study, the author holds that multimedia technology is helpful and 

necessary to be used in English teaching for college students. The application of 

media tools can create a communicative circumstance. As a result, students’ interests 

of English learning and their desire to communicate in English have been stimulated. 

In future there will be more and more English teachers studying this teaching method, 

so this is a useful topic. If multimedia-assisted English teaching can be studied clearly 

and perfectly, it will urge the development of English teaching reforms.”(Hoppe, 

2007, p.34) 
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