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AESTRACT

COWAN, Jon R. The lakeshore at Terry Andrae
State Park: An historical inter-oretation. :''1.S. in
Parks and Recreation, 1985. 58 p. (Dr. Keith Nadell)

This study presented an historical in~erpretation of the
lakeshore at Terry Andtae state Park from prehistoric
times (pre 1634 A.D.) to the establishment of Terry Andrae
state Park in 1929. The researcher utilized primary and
secondary sources to investigate the Indian history, fur
trade, settlement, marine history, and the establislli~ent

of the park, The following conclusions were made regard
ing the role of people along the lakeshore: 1) The
early Indian inhabitants were attracted to the lakeshore
as a source of sustenance, specifically to obtain fish
from Lake Michigan, 2) The European-Americans in the 1800's
viewed the lakeshore as a source of industrial wealth in
the utilization of fish and fur bearing mammals, 3) The
first white settlers were attracted to the lakeshore for
its fishery resources and developed small f&liily owned
fisheries and communities that were deDendent on commer
cial fishing for their eXistence, 4) The escalation of
lakeshore land values after WW I was the result of increased
demand for recreational land,S) The park's establishment
was the result of the idea that the lakeshore had value
as a source of social and psychological well being for
the State's populace.
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Chapter I

Introduction

Each of Wisconsin's State Parks has its own unique features.

Most of these parks were established in order to preserve these

unique features for the benefit of future generations. Such state

parks as Devil's Lake were set aside to preserve such unique geological

features as its granite escarpment and a glacially formed lake.

Terrj Andrae State Park was set aside to preserve a representative

part of the Lake r"1ichigan lakeshore environment in southeastern

'i'Jisconsin.

The historian who focuses research on a defined geographical area

must take into account these features of the physical envirorurent. Too

often, historians concerned wiG~ the broad sweep of social ideas

perceive the physical environment as so much background "static" that

has little bearing upon historical development. On the other hand, the

rigid environmental determinists believe that the physical environment

determines the course of human thought and institutions. This

researcher has chosen the middle ground betv~en these two extremes.

When considering environmental factors in the analysis of history one

must consider their reciprocity rather that causation. Walter Prescott

~~bb,an important historian of the American West put it succinctly in
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his historical analysis, The Great Frontier, that "we always deal with

man in an envirorurent, and we believe that the two are reciprocal

factors which complement and adjust themselves to each other".

Statement of PurPOse

The purpose of this research was to present an historical

interpretation of people in the lakeshore at Terry Andrae State Park

from prehistoric times (pre 1634 A.D.) to the establishment of Terry

Andrae State Park in 1929.

Significance of the Study

A question emerges during the process of historical review that is

of significance not only to a particular park but to all parks. vmy

'.vd.S the park established? 'To answer this question one must consider a

related question: Is the environment of the park significant? In order

to gain a full understanding of this problem one must consider not only

the parameters of the erwironment, but also the role of people in that

environment: how people have changed or been changed by the

environment and how people's perceptions of their role in this

environment have changed over time.

Definitions

Lakeshore - For the purpose of this study, lakeshore is that

narrow strip of land bounded by the Black River to the west and lake

Michigan to the east (refer to Vegetation map, figure 4) •
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Environment - is the totality of the extrinsic physical factors

or conditions, such as soil, water, air, climate, vegetation, and

wildlife that affect and influence an individual or community. People

are considered a part of their physical environment in that they

influence it and are in turn influenced by it; However, it is asswned

that people are still distinct elements within this environment.

History - is the analysis and recording of past events. For the

purposes of this paper the dividing line between what is historic and

what is prehistoric in the analysis of these events is the date

A.D. 1634. Although some\vhat arbitrary, it does represent tile date of

the first known European contact with the indiginous peoples of the

western shore of Lake t1ichigan, after \vhich more written records were

available to the researcher. Prior to this date the researcher was

dependent largely uf:=:on information gleaned from artifacts uncovered by

archaeologists.

Historical Geography - is the study of the relationship of people

in their spatial environ~ent and how L~is relationship changes through

time.

Limitations

The researched study was limited by the availability of primary

source information. ~'Jhenever possible, primary source, material was

used; however, in some cases primary source material was non-existent
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in which case secondary accounts were utilized. Unfortuna~ely, many

persons who may have contributed valuable information to this research

had died or had moved away from the area.

There were gaps in the availability or existence of documents

relating to certain time periods. For instance, very few documents

could be found relating to this area prior to the land survey of

1835. Information on the use of the lakeshore during the fur trade

was also scanty. Indian history and prehistory had to be pieced

together from a few archaeological papers.

The artifacts or historical remnants of the landscape have been

all but obliterated by the ravages of time. It became difficult if not

impossible to locate the exact site of horresteads, fishing camps,

Indian villages, school houses, and otl1er cultural/historical elements

of the landscape. No attempt at systerratic archaeological

reconnaissance in the field was made as this vlas not only beyond the

scope of this research, but also beyond the capabilities of G~e

researcher.

f1ethods and Procedures

This study utilized the methods of historical research and thus

focused on primary source material. The primary sources included

archaeological reports and field data, artifacts, manuscripts, and

government records. The next primary sources utilized included maps,

photographs, illustrations, published reminiscenses and first person
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historical accounts. The third major primary source consisted of an

interview with a selected person who lived along the lakeshore before

the time the park was established. The perceptions and recollections

of this interviewee added a significant dimension to this research. An

examination of this material has formulated the evolving chronological

events of the park I s lakeshore that lead up to the establishment of

Terry Andrae State Park.

Secondary sources such as newspaper accounts, county histories

and books on local history and archaeology relating to the lakeshore

have been utilized. The blending of the information examined has

added varying perspectives and enhanced the analysis of the study.

The following research facilities in Wisconsin were

utilized in gathering historical oata:

I'lead Public Library, Sheboygan

Sheboygan County Courthouse, County Clerks Office,
Sheboygan

The Sheboygan Press, Sheboygan

Manitowoc r'1aritime l-1useum, Research Library, Manitowoc

Milwaukee Public Museum, Maritime Archive, Milwau~ee

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Library, Geography
Collection, Milwaukee

State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison

Office of the Commissioner of Public Lands, Madison

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources - Parks Division,
Madison
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Terry Andrae State Park

Terry Andrae is today two separate parks that are administered as

one contiguous park unit. Terry Andrae State Park was established in

1928/29 from an original donation by the widow of Frank T. Andrae of

122 acres. In the ensuing years additional acres were added. John

Michael Kohler State Park was established in 1965 with an original

donation of 221 acres north of Terry Andrae by the Kohler

Foundation of Kohler, Wisconsin. It should be kept in mind that when

the study refers to the "lakeshore" it includes the areas added to the

nortll including the Kohler tract addition (see ownership map,

figure 2).

Terry ~drae and J.M. Kohler State Parks are located in Wilson

Township, Sheboygan County, vlisconsin, two miles south of Sheboygan and

about forty-three miles north of (·1ilvlaukee (see, Park locater map,

figure 1). Together they contain 700 acres along the western shore of

Lake Michigan. In addition to their one and one-half miles of

shoreline, the parks contain such diverse vegetatation types as dune

communities, marsh, grasslands, northern hardwood and white pine

forests.

Terry Andrae's closeness to major metropolitan areas such as

Milwaukee (population 717,000) and its ease of access, via Interstate

Highway 43, make this park a popular recreation area. 'In 1982, Terry

Andrae ranked fifth out of 37 Wisconsin State Parks in camper receipts

and numbers of recreational users. Recreational facilities and
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opportunities include: a 105 unit campground, one and three-eighths

miles of hiking trails, one and one-half miles of cross-country ski

trails, a horseback riding trail, nature center, picnic areas and

swimming beaches (see Development Map, figure 3).
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Chapter II

Review of Related Literature

The following is a review of th~ relevant literature concerned

with the relationship of history and the environment. This should in

no way be construed as a complete review of the literature on the

subject but rather a discussion of those works that the researcher

felt best represented the different perceptions on the subject of the

relationship of history and the environment.

The field of historical geography hos given insight to the

rlistorian because of its consideration of the relationship between ITdn

in his sjJatial environment and how this relationship changes through

time. Although the thrust of modern academic geography was still with

tlle study of hUITan social interactions in a defined space

(Haggett, 1966), historical geography had evolved from human geography

in that modern geographers began to focus on spatial change through

time (Sauer, 1941) (Olgilvie, 1952).

Historians, as well, have come to realize the importance of the

environment and its effects upon history (Turner, 1907) U~rrens,

1965). Frederick Jackson Turner in his famous thesis on The

Significance of the Frontier in American History, ~as the most well

known of these historians (Turner, 1893).

The relationship of history to the environment was taken to an

extreme in the works of geographers such as Ellen Churchill Semple

(1911) and Ellsworth Huntington (1945) who were both influenced by the
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German geographer, Friedrich Ratzel (1882). Ratzel, Semple, and

Huntington and others represented a school of thought that has been

labelled environmental determinism. To the determinist, the physical

environment was viewed as distinct from the human altered environment

and consisted of the totality of the physical elements such as soil,

climate, hydrology, geology, and vegetation. In its extreme form,

this physical environment was viewed as exerting a causal

relationship upon the development of culture and institutions. In

such a schema people were not free agents. History was environment (at

least in the physical sense) without regard for the actions of human

behavior or chance.

The deterministic views of the late ninteenth centuv/ gave way in

the twentieth century to more refined and moderate ideas concerning the

relationship of L~e environment and history. Although it was generally

agreed that environment was a factor, albeit an important one in

historical analysis, man was also viewed as shaping his environment as

well as being shaped by it. In this modified determinism, man was

viewed as having a range of choices, labelled by Tatham (1951) as

"Possibilism". CarlO. Sauer in his pioneering article "The ~1orphology

of Landscape" sought to further qualify this relationship in his

recognition of both a "natural" and "cultural" landscape (Sauer, 1925).

The failures of strict determinism were well illustrated in Merrens

(1965) where consideration of a more dynamic reciprocal relationship

of people and land were given.

14



The number of historical studies that use this reciprocal

environmental approach was rather small. Two works in particular were

considered models for further research. The first was an historical/

environmental interpretation Puritan Village by Sumner Powell (1963).

Powell examined the relationship between the management of resources in

colonial Massachusetts and social organization. The other was an

interpretation of settlement and agriculture on Prince Edward Island in

Three Centuries and the Island by Andrew Clark (1959). In this study

Clark used primary historical data together with a detailed spatial

analysis by mapping the island's resources during different time

peri~ls to determine the patterns of settlement and resource

development. Another work of interest to the historian was the

"Sequent OCcupance" schema of ~mittlesey (1929). Here the sequential

"stages of land settlinq" were emphasized. Such periods or stages "lere

described in terms of the kinds of land use and economic activity. In

academic history, Walter Prescott Webb (1931) analyzed ti1e

institutional phases of resource development of the Great Plains, as a

form of a "sequent occupance" study. The thorough analysis of land

settlement in the United States by Ralph Brown (1948) was still another

example of an historical approach at identifying the stages of

geographical evolution through aerial description.

Finally, for the historian interested in the mod~n geographical

methods of spatial analysis, two works were found to be helpful.

Avery (1977) gave a good overview of aerial photography interpretation
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in anlayzing the historic (and prehistoric) landscape. Vesetation

Mapping by Kuchler (1967) gave a thorough description of the methods,

theories, and uses of vegetation mapping of use to the historian

interested in vegetational changes of the landscape.

Upon review of the relevant literature, this researcher has used a

modified deterministic approach to the relationship of the environment

upon history. Rather than viewing history as environment, the

environment was viewed as an important factor in determining the

lifestyle and historical development of the peoples of the Lake

Michigan lakeshore. In the researcher's view, the role of people vis

a-vis natural processes is one of reciprocity rather that causation.

In such a schema, the role of people is not one of total free will in

their actions, nor are people autoilata. With this in mind, this

researcher has included in his analysis an overview of tl1e current

environuent along the lakeshore at Terry Andrae State Park.

16



Chapter III

Overview of the Lakeshore Environment---
To more clearly understand the role that people have played in the

lakeshore environment, it is necessary to understand the physical

parameters of that environment. This researcher has included an

overview of some aspects of the lakeshore environment to include:

geornorphology, soils, lake climate effect, vegetative characteristics,

and wildlife.

Geornorphology

TIle geology of Terry Andrae has been described by Paull and Paull

(1977) and the geography of eastern \-'Jisconsin by /Vlartin (1965). The

bedrock formation underlying Terry Andrae consists of dolomites and

shales deposited during the Devonian period about 400 million years

ago. Overlying tl1is bedrock is pleistocene drift deposited during the

wast recent glacial period, from 22,000 to approxi~ately 12,000 years

ago.

Lake levels Here at times higher or lOHer than the current mean

average of 580 feet above sea level and Here determined by changes in

lake drainage patterns and the related effects of ~rustal rebound after

the weight of the glaciers 'Were removed. Lake levels during the Lake

Nipissing and Algoma stages (4,000 to 2,500 years ago) were about 25

feet above the current level. At these stages the parks' lands were

completely or partially submerged and a terrace of Algoma sediment
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was deposited, which terminated at a low clay and sand bluff

approximately one mile to the Itlest of the current shoreline. As lake

levels receded, a series of bayrrouth sand bars or spits formed due to

long shore currents and wave action. These spits, beginning from

north and south of the present dune field, eventually met, isolating

and impounding a six mile stretch of a lake lagoon. Eventually, this

lagoon filled with sediment to become a marshland drained by the Black

River. As lake levels further receded, a complex of dune features

developed on the baymouth bar and newer beach-dune complexes formed

lakeward of the older shoreline. According to Paull (1977) remnants of

these ancient shorelines can be seen on the Kohler COQpany land north

of the current park boundary. These features, consisting of parallel

ridges separated by swales are similar to those at Point Beach State

Forest (north of 1\;0 Hivers, ~<Jisconsin) and at the Ridges Sanctuary

in Door County. The literature does not explain why this topographic

feature is not in evidence within Terry Andrae State Park; nor why in

one section of the lakeshore, a dune field developed and on another,

ridge and svJale topography.

Soils

The soils of Terry Andrae's lakeshore were of recent origin and

were related to the hydrology of Lake Michigan. Th.e primary soil types

were dunes and beach composed mainly of sand with a very low organic

component. Their sandy composition made these soils relatively porous,

easily blown about and of poor water retention capacity. In some cases
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where dunes have became devegetated, active dune fields have developed

along with "blow-outs". Such blow-out features were caused when a dune

ridge was breached due to man-made or natural causes. Once breached,

the dune developed in the direction of the prevailing wind resulting

in a paraboal shaped dune ridge. Dune formation near Lake Michigan has

been extensively described by Olson (1958) and dune ecology has been

described by Ranwell (1972).

The soils inland of the dunes were made up of loamy fine sands of

the Gakvelle and Granby loamy fine sands group. They are well drained

and are mostly found on vegetated slopes. Soils along the Black River

bottom are composed of Holtan and Adrian muck and are also not

suitable for agriculture due to their saturated condition (Preliminary

Plan, 1983).

Lake Climate EffecL

Lake t1ichigan has a considerable modifying effect on the lakeshore

climate. An upwelling of the colder water on the western shore helps

create significant differences between the land and water temperature

creating an air-conditioning effect and more frequent fog conditions

than on the eastern shore. The lake effect causes seasonal

fluctuations with the coastal region experiencing cooler springs and

sumners and warmer falls and winters than inland a~eas of Wisconsin.

This serves to delay the greening up of vegetation in the spring as

well as delaying color changes in the fall by as much as two weeks

compared with inland areas (Preliminary Plan, 1983). The maximum
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average temperature at Terry Andrae in July is 82 F while the mean

minimum temperature in January is 14 F. The mean annual precipitation

is 29 inches (NOAA, 1984).

Vegetative Characteristics

The vegetation types along the lakeshore at Terry Andrae are

diverse and have been classified to include grasslands, beach, dune,

white pine, northern hardwoods, swamp hardwoods, lowland brush, marsh,

and pine plantation communities (Preliminary Plan, 1983). To this, the

author would add wet dune slack as a distinct wetland vegetative

community because the plants t.lIat characterize these slack areas are

quite different from those found in the cattail nBrshes adjacent to the

Black River (refer to vegetation map, figure 4).

A complete listing of all the plants characterizing these

individual communities is beyond the scope of this study. The boundary

that separates individual or distinct vegetative types is also

somewhat arbitrary (Kuchler, 1967). ~'lith this in mind, vegetative

co~rnunities can be characterized by those species wit.~ the highest

importance value. The importance value is determined by computing a

species relative frequency, relative density and relative dominance and

then adding these three values (Curtis, 1959).

At Terry Andrae, the northern hardwood and wh~te pine communities

have been studied by Tans (1979). The most important or "dominant"

species being white pine Pinus strobus, sugar maple Acer saccharum,

beech Fagus grandifolia, white birch Betula papyrifera, red pine Pinus
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resinosa, and red oak Quercus rubra. The narrow zone between Lake

Michigan and the first dune or fore dune, called beach, has been

characterized in general by Curtis (1959). The most important plant

species are sea rocket, Cakile edentula, beach pea Lathyrus maritimus

and silverweed Pot€ntilla anserina. The most characteristic dune

species according to Curtis are marram grass Ammophila breviligulata,

and such grasses as Calamovilfa longifolia, Agropyron dasytachyum, and

Elymus canadensis.

In wet low lying areas adjacent to the Black River, cattails Typha

latifolia predominate and grade into swamp hardwood and lowland brush

communities composed of green ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica and tag alder

Alnus rugosa respectively. Interspersed within the dune fields are wet

low lying areas called wet slack (Ranwell, 1973). These wetlands are

more characterized by species of sedges and rushes L~an the cattails

that predominate in the marsh along G'1e Black Hiver.

The conifer plantations found growing within the dunes were

planted during the 1930's and 40's and have now reached maturation.

They consist of nearly pure stands of red pine Pinus resinosa,

scots pine Pinus sylvestris and jack pine Pinus banksiana (Preliminary

Plan, 1983).

To these aforementioned vegetative communities the researcher

would add some of the cultural vegetative features. These include some

of the many exotic (non-native) species found in the park. Although

these exotics do not represent distinct c~nities they are important
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in determining man I s influence upon the lakeshore landsca~. These

features include apple and cherry orchards, ornamental shrubs, wind and

fence row tree plantings and exotic herbaceous vegetation.

Wildlife

Terry Andrae's proximity to the lakeshore and its variety of

habitat allow for a great diversity of animal life. Significant

quantities of ga~e fish can be found offshore including lake trout,

coho and chinook salmon, rainbow, brown and brook trout as well as

perch and chubs.

The lakeshore also provides a migration corridor for birds. Rafts

of diving ducks numbering in the thousands, can be seen during the

spring and fall. t-lany other sr::ecies of migrating birds including

passerines and raptors are also found. Beside migrating birds, many

species of summer residents ranging from ducks and shorebirds,

marshland rails, and herons to woodland warblers and vireos can be

found.

Large mammals in the park include \vhite-tailed deer, and coyotes

have been reported on the property. Smaller mammals include raccoons,

opossum, red fox, skunk, weasel, ground squirrels, meadow voles, and

cottontail rabbit. ~1uskrat are comrron in the marshlands. There have

been occasional sightings of beaver and otter (Preliminary Plan, 1983).

The lakeshore environment is not a static entity. In order to

more fully understand this environ~nt one must keep in mind that it is
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dynamic. Many changes have occurred over great spans of time and there

is little doubt that great changes are yet to come. These changes have

had their effect upon the lake, soils, vegetation, wildlife and climate

as well as affecting the peoples of the lakeshore. From prehistoric to

historic times the people of the lakeshore have adapted or adjusted

their lifestyle to these changes.

23



~II-::~i
ill: '

I
-+

~
I~

I
i

IH[SOYGAII !51 I

63°.45'

z

24

-+

\

~., ". v -+~

\J:P-
I
\ Sheboygan

\

c...In',· .....'St.5.~1I1
...... ..., ..1 ..........

"',"'JIJ<4.1t1.~

CW".~~ OF .""",,,,n
lHllOlflC( ll~"i,__,_,)0: .. , .

$t"'L[ ~.-o: ::J .IUS

SHEBOYGAN CO.
r DE, ..nafJlfT Of n""~TATJo.ol '\

k 13[

fi':J'(

-+

II,!', ..., .",,~u,

H V /J1 .•. i~

~hlf

WJlIlT

l JCAl. k(ji.~~

0111[ ~ I'~ ....("

fdA.NilQWot co

OVUKH r.O

• :... ~ :..! Elt.j:'l

En E

(I·m.. TOllltiS

~'~. ~'t'"c,( '::
. '.::[

MI.NITOwo:, CC

..

,
2

--.D

-----f_

~..,. " •• t __

"*"'- "-. r.1fl "' __ .

~...!. __ ._._ __ +
I.,., ,"" Jt

,.... c ~ ..... _. _.. A.

,- ,... -'"
e-, ...,--- --- ----*
u.-..., '1',11•• ••••• _.0

......-- - - - --- --- -- -- -..

J ~.,.
1 j!lN "J 4)··W

'! .• 11

Sl. Clew,

ll,1t

~~~--~
I.S~·----..8
-...-. .. _---------@
'-l""" l"""---CiJ

R![[

s... ....... , ... _ •. _ ..._
e-t, ........, . _. __._. _

o
u
u
~

oJ

"o
oz::

U·lUIwI[ T CO

,.... ~----_ .. -.:::::::.:::.:::;.,:;:

......... _-_ _----- ~ -." ...

6ot_._. ._.~

r._. ._~

[ _-.----~

"T_l_._. __ ... =

.--~ ...........-

Fi rE-: County Locater Map



25

~
HORTH

e:: ........
o "0 600 IUO

KOHLER CO.

".

_Ot1l[R·
ANDRE

S,TA1'[ A:l.RM

I

-23-

!

KOHLER CO

40. ,. 7 A

Lpl State-owned land

~ Proposed addition

r~.I.f; EXISTING PROJECT BOUNDARY

~ e..c. 14-
KOHLER CO

···<:.1-----14-----/

KOHLER/ANDRAE STATE PARKS
Ownership Map

'~

i
1--------

\
I
I
I



26

,

>-

./
/ ~

i
.'

!

r--.-;; ;
• &l)G' 100 uoa' IIOlJ'

_... .,..c SC"'l(-

tt '\.JIOOI'OOLlU

.. ..., «-.ttl

.. ~..-.oQII""

t CD'lu.o- .loa.. ..--
.. l-r-.-r II'UJrI

KOHLER ANDRAE STATE PARKS

FIGUREDEVELOPMENT MAP-PRESENT

, ,.

i
i
i
i
i
i
ii __

! FAMILY A
,CAMPGROUND
i
i
i
j
•i

-I'

i•! ' , ,~.,

::,..,.,.,,,.,,,.,. ......- . .
.~ ~ ............f.,••_~ " ,

I

Figure 3



"~""\ [~ .
• "'1)1.... £

.. Ut[ ~."..,....

27

Ficure 1+

Vegetative Type Map

--~~
o ~'o ~60 ')20

G

Grass
Lowland brush & marsh
Conifer plantation
Swamp hardwoods
Oak
Northern hardwoods
White pine
Beach
Dune communities

G
LB

P
SH
o

NH
PW

8

I.
I

_I-.



'-'-j
: 1

'd ~
I ,....

~~1'\.j
, I

•• I

--""q ---,
( ~ \ ' ~

q I I ~
'I \ i ~
q " ; It

g fiJl
·..~.~I=

0
X
i':;

I'

!O
I

:d

:0
;, i;q

:0
,0

:0

'0
!

:0
i,

, I
I I I

ifS1
i I
:~

_. 1_1_ r---

-·;d-I---
I '

....
c-c

,
\
~

82:



Chapter IV

Prehistoric Indians

The following chapter was devoted to the historical role of people

along the lakeshore. This role was traced in its chronological

development from prehistoric times {Pre 1634 A.D.} to the establishment

of Terry Andrae State Park in 1929. Included ",'ere the following themes

in chronological order; 1) prehistoric Indians, 2} historic Indians,

3) Settlement, 4) Marine history, and 5} the establishment of Terry

Andrae State Park.

Few archaeoloCjical sites have been discovered and little is known

of the very early inhabitants of the lakeshore. The following is an

overvievJ of Indian prehistGry relating to Lake ~1ichigan from Great

Lakes Archaeology (Mason, 1981).

After the retreat of L~e Valder's ice sheet about 9500 years ago,

various Indian cultures inhabited the lakeshore region of Wisconsin.

The first to corne into the region, refered to by r1ason as "Paleo

Indians", filtered into Wisconsin as the glacier made it's retreat

northward. Few sites have been discovered relating to these early

people, but those few sites indicated that they were nomadic hunters

following the trail of mastodons and other now extinct, large game

mammals. Clovis and Folsom type projectile points were associated with

these early hunters.

At this time, lake levels, climate and vegetation were quite

different than at present. Glacial lake Algonquin, a predecessor to

29



Lake Michigan, was eight rreters above the current lake level, thus

inundating the present lakeshore. The colder climate was affected by

the retreating glacier. Spruce-fir forests interspersed by tundra

dominated the vegetation.

The next stage of human development, known as the early Archaic

period, lasted until about 3500 B.C. There was little to differentiate

these Archaic people from the Paleo-Indians except for a difference in

the style of stone projectile points. Their hunting and gathering way

of life was much the same as the Paleo-Indians.

The la1<e levels of this Archaic period were radically different

from the preceeding period and from the present. Lake levels fell to

their lowest known level of 125 meters below the current level. Such a

decrease would have left the current l2~eshore many miles from this

ancient shore. At the same time, the climate became warmer and the

conifer climax forest gave way to a deciduous forest type. The fauna

closely resembled todays. Many large game animals became extinct such

as mastadon and musk oxen. Still others, such as tundra caribou became

locally extinct in the Great Lakes region.

The late Archaic period, from 3500 to 1500 B.C. was characterized

as one of increasing population, less mobility and greater dependence

on local food sources. Trade with the copper culture, centered near

Lake Superior, provided copper tools such as fish hooks and spear

points.

The archaic period gave way to the early ~~land tradition

beginning around 1500 B.C. and lasting to about 100 B.C. This period
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was typified by the domestication of plants such as squash, gourds,

maize, and beans. Burial mounds with grave goods were in evidence. An

early woodland culture, Red Ocher, became established in the southern

basin of Lake Michigan.

The middle and late ~~land periods from 100 B.C. to historic

times (A.D. 1634) were ones of increasing population, greater

dependence on agriculture, increasing trade, an increase in warfare,

and greater social organization. Two Woodland traditions deserve

mention because of their influence in Wisconsin; the Hopewell tradition

and the Effigy Mound builders.

The Hopewell tradition, centered in the Ohio Valley, bacame

established in ~visconsin about the time of Christ (Ritzenthaler, 1979).

It was characterized by an elal:x)rate burial mound and funerary

tradition. Superbly crafted ceramic vessels, stone pipes, and tools

were found as grave gocxls. Coincident with Hopewell were the Effigy

r-1ound Builders.

The Effigy Mound builders represent~~ a culture that was nearly

endimic to \"lisconsin. Like Hopewell, these people constructed

elaborate burial mounds, many in styalized shapes of birds and animals.

Unlike Hopewell, no elaborate grave goods were found in these mounds

and no village sites were found associated with the Effigy Mound

builders. It was assumed that they were nomadic hunters and gatherers

who visited their burial sites at certain times of the year. This

culture disappeared prior to the historic period. Their way of life

and the reason for the construction of these effigy mounds remains an

enigma.
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Effigy mounds have been found in the lakeshore. The Black River

Groups (numbers one and two) have been described by Gerend (1920). The

Black River Group Number One follows the east bank of the Black River

situated on the south one-half of Section 11 and the north one-half of

Section 14. The group is composed of fifty mounds arranged in an

irregular line 1200 feet long. Grave goods were reported from these

mounds consisting of flint arr~~ints and a few pottery vessels.

Burials were either "bundle" or whole body remains situated in a flexed

position. The mounds in this particular group were described as oblong

or conical in shape with a few effigy shapes represented. Gerend made

~: . note of one mound consisting of "an oblong enclosure with an oval mound

within" . This description may be an intaglio tyPe "Inound" of vlhich a

feN examples were found in the state.

The Black River Group Number '1\;0 is located to the north of Group

One along a tributary to the Black River, Hartmann Creek. It was

excavated and restored under the supervision of the Milwaukee Public

Museum and is preserved as an historicl park by the City of Sheboygan.

The mounds have been radio-carbon dated from A.D. 500 to A.D. 1000

(Sheboygan Indian Mound Park Guide, 1981). This mound group contains

many fine examples of effigy type rounds.

Historic Indians, the Fur Trade and Exploration

Jean Nicolet, the first European knOvffi to have set foot in

Wisconsin, made contact with the Winnebago Indians along the Western

shores of Lake 11ichigan near Green Bay (A.D. 1634). Although he spent
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his time near Green Bay, it is conceivable that he traveled south to

visit the tribes along the Lake Michigan shore. Nicolas Perrot spent

five years in the region between 1665 and 1670, much of it \Vith the

Pottowatomies. Fathers Jacques Marquette (1673), Claude Allouez

(1677), Gabriel Marest (1698), and St. Cosme (1699) all skirted the

western shore in L~e course of their missionary journeys, however, no

direct mention of the Sheooygan area was made (Gerend, 1920).

There is more evidence in the historical record of Indian

occupation after 1795. Jacques Vieau visited the Sheooygan area in

1795 for the purpose of erecting a Northwest Fur Company Post. His son

Andrew Vieau clarned that his father established a post near the mouth

of the Sheooygan River, " ...at the foot of the rapids on the north

side, as has been pointE:-<J. out to me by ottawa and ChippE..wa

Indians" (Vieau NarrCltive). The Northwest Fur Conpany dominated trade

in the area until 1820 when Willia~ Farnsworth and Ramsey Crooks of the

American Fur Company co~menced trading near Vieau's former post. This

fur trade with the Indians lasted until 1834 when the surrounding lands

were surveyed prior to settlement (Denison, 18G8).

Trade goods and furs were transported along the lakeshore by

canoe to Milwaukee and Green Bay. A published reminiscence in the

Sheooygan Press gives an account of the furs and goods traded with the

Indians. The Indians traded furs of:

"bears, deer, muskrats, beavers, lynx, otters, martens, moose" and

other fur bearing animals and received paYment in "cheap cloths,
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blankets, rolls of braid, skeins of wool, coats, hats, .plumes,

knives of various kinds, axes, steels for striking fires, burning

glasses, needles, buttons, seeds, brass, irons, and tin kettles,

wire for snares, groceries, playing cards, looking glasses and

other novelties." (Sheboygan Press, 1924).

Aside from fur trapping, the Indians congregated along the

lakeshore in the spring specifically to catch fish for their summer

food supply. The Indian agent H. B. Brevoort in a letter to the

territorial govenor, Lewis Cass, stated that he would recommend the

lakeshore area as "being a great place of resort for Indians in the

spring for the purpose of taking white fish for their summer

food" (Brevoort, 1824). Isaac Ernisse, an old settler and fisherman

stated that he observed an Indian method of taking white fish in Lake

['lichigan. The Indians \vere found "•.• \vading into the lake ~',aist deep

shooting white fish, which were plentiful, with their arrows fastened

to their bodies by cords" (BrONn, C.E. ,Papers) .

The archaeological record also adds support that a principle

occupation of the lakeshore inhabitants was fishing. A large number of

fishing implenents have been found on site in the dunes consisting of

tools such as bone and metal fishhooks, harPOOn points and stone net

weights (Brown, C.E., Papers).

Many other Indian artifacts have been found in the lakeshore.

tvlost of the early archaeological VJOrk was concerned with the collection

and description of these artifacts. Very little effort was spent on
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the analysis of these artifacts in terms of the lifestyle Qf the

lakeshore inhabitants. Several fine but undocumented collections were

made by Gerand, Kuehne, Van Handel, and others. These include

artifacts such as stone and copper projectile points, clay pottery,

beads and other ornaments, hammerstones, axe heads, and other tools.

Much of this material was taken from the lakeshore before the park was

established. Valuable information has unfortunately been lost due to

poor record keeping and documentation as well as artifacts lost to the

scholar through vandalism and pot hunting.

A more complete listing of these artifacts was found in articles

by Gerend (1902,1920). Several large collections of artifacts exist

which were collected in the park area. These include: the Kuehne

collection (Kohler Art Museu~, Sheboygan), the Thompson, Hayssen, and

Van Handel Collections (r'~ihlaukee Public ~luseum), and t..'1e I-I.P. rIa::lilton

Collection (~'Jisconsin State IIistorical Society r'luseum, Madison).

As a habitation site, Gerend stated that the lakeshore south of

Sheboygan was one of the ~ost extensive in the state. These village

sites ran along the lakeshore beginning at the mouth of the Black

River, south for a distance of about 15 miles and at points extending

inland for a distance of one-half mile (Gerend, 1902). Ernisse related

that Me-Nuk-Quet's (Blow Clouds) village was located north of the Black

River about one half mile north of the Holland Township line and about

one mile west of the lake (Brawn, C.E., Papers).

One might get the false impression that there were large numbers

of Indians living along the lakeshore. According to Denison (1868) in
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"Sketches of Early TilTEs In Sheboygan County", t..'l.ere were no JrOre than

one thousand Indians residing in the entire county in the 1830's.

Ernisse observed that "Blow Cloud's" village contained a few hundred

individuals. These villages were seasonal, the Indians came in the

spring and stayed through August. They would then depart for the

region of the Mississippi River (Brown, C.E.,Papers).

Denison also noted in his "Sketches" that these villages were not

permanent fixtures but consisted of seasonally constructed bark wigwams

surrounded by some cleared fields in which crops such as corn and

potatoes were planted. Indian corn was planted at random, not in

orderly rows, and each family tended their own field of about one acre

in size. Denison noted that by the 1830's, the Indians were living in

mixed tribe villages containing Chippewas, Menomonies, Pottowatomies,

and a few Winnebagoes, Ottawas, and Sauk.

Villages that have been located along the lakeshore include the

"Andrae" village and the "Black River" village. The "Andrae" village

was located in t..'l.e dunes within the northwest one-half of section 27

east of the Black River. Artifacts such as clay pipes, copper and

stone tools, and a few burials have been excavated from this site. The

"Black River" village located on the north one-half of section 14 east

of the Black River was "one of several sites generally referred to as

the lakeshore village sites or 'Black River Villages' !'(Codification

File) •
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On september 26, 1833 the Indian tribes ceded to the United States

all lands along the western shore of the lake (Buchen, 1944). Although

by terms of the treaty, they were to rerrove themselves from these lands

within three' ye?I"s, many stayed in the area long after their lands had

been relinquished. Pottowatomies continued to live along the Black

River as late as 1877 (Gerend, 1902).

Settlement

The first government land surveys along the Sheboygan lakeshore

occurred between 1833 and 1836. Prior to this time the only non-Indian

inhabitants were the occasional fur trader, missionary, explorer and

soldier.

The first surveyors kept detailed field notebooks as they

traversed L~e land surveying section lines. As they passed through

they noted the location of rivers, streams, lakes and swamps, the

types and quality of timber, soil conditions and the location of Indian

trails and villages. These records were important in determining the

presettlement condition of tile land.

On the condition of the vegetation of the lakeshore, the surveyor

noted that alder predominated in the swamp areas near the Black River.

East of the river, such trees as beech, yellow birch and sugar maple

were encountered. Near the shore the area was forested in white pine.

The surveyor remarked that the sandy ridges were "little timbered" with

a "scattering [of] pine" (Burnham, 1835).
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An Indian "trail" was noted by the surveyor, which ran across the

section line between sections 11 and 14. This trail ran northwest to

southeast crossing the section line at a distance of four chains and

twenty-eight links (283 feet) west of a post set on the bank of the

lake (Burnham, 1835). This trail apparently extended the length of the

lakeshore from Green Bay to Milwaukee (Brown, CE, Papers).

In addition to its use by the Indians, the trail was used by the

U.S. military to drive cattle from Chicago to Green Bay. In 1825,

Col. Hamilton drove a herd of cattle from Chicago along the lakeshore

to Green Bay to supply Fort Heward. In 1827, Col. Childs used the same

route to drive cattle. These were among the first cattle drives in the

state. The first postal carrier used this Indian trail as well, to

car0J mail from MilvBukee to Green Bay in 1835 (Denison, 1868).

The surveyed government lands along the lakeshore were soon

disposed of. Under the liberal Public Land Law of 1820, government

lands were sold at auction in tracts of 80 to 640 acres for $1.25 per

acre. Not all parcels were sold at once to discourage speculation,

however, this law favored speculators because it \vas illegal for anyone

to occupy government lands prior to their sale at auction. Speculators

bought up large tracts and sold them a short time later at a profit.

Another way in which lands were diposed of was through military

warrants. By an act of Congress in 1847, war veteran& could exchange

these warrants for 160 acres of government land. In practice

speculators offered to buy these warrants from veterans at a fraction

of their true value (Buchen, 1944).
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Some of the lakeshore land was sold to speculators. For instance,

the u.S. government granted in 1836 to John Cheeney, all of Section 23.

He in turn sold it soon after to Rufus Cheeney, who in turn sold it to

David Whitney, etc. (Sheboygan County Register of Deeds, Section 23) •

Unscrupulous land agents also issued romanticized pamphlets and

fictitious maps extolling the virtues of L~e new Sheboygan to

unsuspecting immigrants (Sheboygan Press, 1916). One such map issued

in 1836 showed L~e nonexistant towns of "Charleston" at the mouth of

the Black River and "Salinas" where a few salt springs had been located

(~'lisconsin State Historical Society, Map Archives) •

The first true settler along the lakeshore was Daved Ivilson, for

whom t.~e township was named. lIe was earn in NevI York and arrived from

Ohio in 1840. Together "lith his \-life and children he established a

fishery on Section 11. Next to follow in 1845, were the Osgood

brothers, James and Leonard, who settled along the shore on Section 14

and were engaged in fishing. Joseph Fairchild and his family arrived

in the following year and also set up a fishery along the shores of

Section 14 (Sheboygan Press, 1927).

In L~e late 1840's most of the settlers in Sheboygan County

were fanners from Holland and Germany. HOVJever, of those persons

living along the lakeshore, fishing was the predominate occupation

along with a few coopers and boat builders. These 'fishermen were

mostly "Yankees" born in eastern United States. As one would expect,

few persons were born in the tilen new state of Wisconsin (U.S. Census,

1850).
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In the 1850's, 60's, and 70's, a large influx of German and Dutch

settlers came into the county. Along the lakeshore, farmers with the

surna~es of Wildgrube, Karl, Brehm, Roerborn and fisherman such as Lutz

and Stockdyk came to settle. The dominant occupation, however,

r~nained fishing (U.S. Census, 1860, 1870, 1880).

In the 19th century, fishing was not the pleasant passtime known

today to the sports fishermen. It was arduous, often dangerous work

consisting of long hours_ of back breaking labor and low '..vages. Both

David ~vilson and the Osgood brothers drowned out on the la\e

(Sheboygan Press, 1927).

Harry ~'Jieskam?, a retired comrr.ercial fisherrnan, provided much

information on t.he i1ethod of commercial fishing in Lake t-1ichigan, in

his COlrmerciill Fishin~j of ~ Dy-Gone Era: The Story of Pound Nets on

L'::lk~ LJlichigan (1970). Pound or Pond nets <!Jere set at right angles from

the shore for about 90 feet. Pockets or "pots" consisting of a four

sided net enclosure were set at ever; 10 foot depth starting about 20

feet from the shore. In bet\veen these "pots" were "lead" nets that

guided the fish into a tunnel net which in turn guided the fish into

the post enclosure. After the catch was made, men in skiffs closed off

the tunnel and lifted the "pot" by t.'1e aid of a windlass. The pound

net fishing era lasted a century from about 1849 up to 1950. By the

1950's, fish population declined due to the introduction of an exotic

fish parasite, the sea lamprey. The principle c<1tches before this

decline were ':/hite fish, lake trout, lake herring and chubs.
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On the extent of the early fishing industry, Peter Danne wrote

that in 1846,

"Fishing then was carried on with seines from 80 to 100 rods long
brought out from three-fourths of a mile to one mile in the lake
and hauled in shore with a windlass. The lake then was full of
fish, mostly large white fish, very few trout being caught. Many a
time they caught more fish in one haul than they could take care of
during the day••• the writer has helped to haul in the seine when
it became necessary to let many of the fish escape before it could
be hauled on the sand." (Sheboygan Herald, 1892).

In 1874, it was recorded that there were from thirty to forty pound

nets let out from the shore between a point south of Sheboygan to the

town of Amsterdam (Sheboygan Times, 1874). Alvin Warner, who located

his fishery along Section 23 in 1863 was reported to have shipped some

10, 000 pound of fish per month. These were sal ted in barrels and

shipped to Detroit <It an average price of $6 per barrel (History of

Northern Wisconsin, 1881).

These 19th century fishermen and G~eir families formed a small

community along the lakeshore where Sections 22 and 27 ~et. The first

log school house in the township was built in that vicinity in 1846

(Gerend, 1920). The 1862 plat map of Sheboygan showed a "T" shaped

pier extending into the lake at this same location (Harney and Palrrer,

1862). This pier was named Peterson's Pier after Abram Peterson who

ran a wood merchant business from that location. Peterson 'Nas

apparently successful in that his estate was valueq at $5000 in 1860

(u.S. Census, 1860). Wood for railroad ties was cut from the

surrounding area. It was ~1en loaded onto ox-trams which led up to the

pier (Andrae, 1932).The logs were then loaded onto scaNS and conveyed
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to larger vessels for shipment to city markets. Other constructions at

this site included a hotel and aNelling houses (Sheboygan Press, 1927).

"Fish houses" were located on the (1875) Atlas of Sheboygan County at

the A. ~'1arner property on Section 23 and the Fairchild property on

Section 14.

This small lakeshore community was remembered by Mr. Les Dezoute

who as a youth grew up along the lakefront and fished with his father

and uncle in the 1920's. The Dezoute fishery was located in what is

now the park north of Beach Park Lane. As he recalled, the area around

"Wilson's Pier" (also called Peterson's) was the hub of this small

settlement of fishing families. Dezoute rer.elflbered that it contained a

general store and a few fishing shanties but, he did not recall a hotel

and school at this site. The school was moved to a location west of

the Black River before the Dezoutes lived in the area. A wagon road

ran from L~is pier settlement north ending up at County trunk highway

"V" •

The Dezoutes had a small pound net fishery in the 1920's and 30's.

During this time, lake herring sold for about 3 cents per pound

while white fish brought from 15 cents to 20 cents per pound. On a

good day 100 pounds of fish were caught. These were salted in barrels

and taken by horse team to Oostburg. He recalled that lake Sturgeon,

now rare, were taken in their nets. The sturgeon were placed in the

dune ponds until they were ready to be cleaned.

Dezoute recalled many changes that took place in the use of the

land and in the lake itself. Lake levels during the 1920's were lOvler
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than at present. At that time, the beach was at least 200 feet wider

than the current beach area. The vegetation had changed as well. The

dunes were logged of much of their white pine during the latter part of

the 19th century. A few lakeshore dwellers attempted to raise crops on

this logged land. Crops of corn and finally buckwheat were tried

stripping off what was left of the thin topsoil. Finally, the dune

land was deemed fit only for grazing. It is interesting to note that

prior to 1925, the lakeshore was considered worthless land. Farmers

were loath to buy property with lake frontage because they did not want

to pay taxes on unproductive land (Dezoute, 1984).

Marine History

Many shipwrecks occurred in the waters between Sheboygan and Port

Washington. This researcher has determined that over fifty vessels

were vrrecked in e1is area alone (Carus, C. 1922) (Frederickson, 1961).

Pieces of wrecks have ended up on the shores of Terri Andrae. ~\recks

occurred for a number of reasons including stranding, capsizing,

foundering and burning often as the result of storms. Sailing vessels

were also deliberately scuttled after they had outlived their

usefulness.

A ship I s timber from one of these vrrecks was recovered by the

researcher and park staff in the spring of 1982. I~'s origin was

investigated by the researcher over the following years. The artifact

was discovered partially imbedded in sand at the waterline north of

Beach Park Lane directly opposite the "fvlueller" inholding (refer to

ovmership map, figure 2).
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Research has shown that the timber of white oak represents a

section of the keel containing the centerboard slot of a 19th century

sailing vessel. This vessel was no longer than 100 feet (Manning,

1982). S.P. Manning drew an illustration of how this forty-two foot

timber fit into the vessel as a whole (refer to Manning Keel

illustration, figure 5). Dr. A.M. Swain, a scientist with the Center

for Climatic Research, estimated from sample tree ring cores that the

vessel was constructed prior to 1862 + 2 years (Swain, 1983).

Ivith over fifty wrecks in the vicinity, it was difficult to

determine which ship the artifact was from. This researcher now

believes that there is sound evidence to establish that it ca~e from

the 87 foot long schooner "Challenge", constructed by Ihlliam Bates at

Manitowoc, Wisconsin in 1852.

Several records place the wreck in the imrrediate vicinity of the

park. The U.S. Life Saving Service Report stated the "they helped [the

Challenge] on September 10, 1910, 12 miles south of Sheboygan, where

she vIas beached bound from t1anitowoc .•. " loaded with lwnber (U.S. Life

Saving Service, 1911). A newspaper photograph sho1.-'s the "Challenge"

wrecked on the shore with the caption, "~vrecked off Black River"

(Sheboygan Press Clippings File, 1910, Sept. 7). John Kane, a local

marine historian, recalled how the wreck still could be located

"about half-way between the mouth of the Black River and Terry Andrae

State Park" (Kelley, 1956).

The "Challenge" was a significant vessel from a marine historical

point of veiw because it represented the first centerboard "clipper"
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type schooner ever constructed. So revolutionary was its C!-esign that

its plans were taken to France and reproduced in Admiral Paris'

Souvenirs de l-1arine, Volume 5. (Chapelle, 1969).

Establishment of Terry Andrae State Park

Wieskamp, in his reminiscence, stated that prior to the First

vJor ld ~.,rar, lake front property was se1ling for one dollar per foot with

no buyers. Interest in lake frontage developed after World War I and

was coincidental with the advent of the automobile which allowed

greater mobility for the well-to-do Milwaukee population. Prices for

la~e frontage escalated until it reached $150 per foot (in 1970).

"Such has been the transformation from commercial fishing to cottages,

boating, baL~ing and pleasure. Hardly a vestage of conrnercial fishing

remains" (,"lieskamp, 1970).

Frank Theodore (Terry) Andrae was at the time of his death in

1927, the president of Julius Andrae and Sons, electrical supply

company in Nilwaukee. Together vJith his wife, Elsbeth, they bought

their lakeshore property from a retired fisherman in 1924. In 1925

they constructed their second home retreat knovffi as the "Henriette

Lodge". This attractive home consisted of a log slab, two story house

overlooking the lake where the park campground is now situated

(Sheboygan Press, 1925). The house is no longer s~anding.

In a letter to the Wisconsin Horticultural Society (Andrae, 1932)

r-trs. Andrae gave her impression of her "pine dunes" estate and how she

came to donate the property to the state. Unlike her husband who had a
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negligible interest in nature, Mrs. Andrae was an ardent

conservationist. She hired, at considerable e>qJense, no less than

three forestry consultants to help in the reforestation of her "pine

dunes". Her interest in botany and horticulture was no accident. In

her youth, she went on many field trips with her father, an eminent

botanist. During her short tenure at "pine dunes" Mrs. Andrae invited

as frequent guests such botanists as Huron Smith and A. M. Fuller.

These botanist friends influenced Mrs. Andrae's decision to donate the

land. A letter to the Wisconsin Conservation Commission from Huron

Smith stated that the Milwaukee Public Muselli~'s staff was more or less

responsible for Mrs. Andrae's donation to the state (Smith, 1931).

Mrs. &~drae had her o~~ ideas however. She believed in the social

value of parks. "Public parks are of inestimable psychological value

In ways we do not ordinarily estiIToate.•• they are social correctives.

They serve to stabilize" (Andrae, 1932). Her ideas were similar to

G'lose of John Nolen who was hired by the state park board to develop a

rationale for the establishment of a state park system in Wisconsin.

Nolan argued that the state spent millions on penal institutions why

not on sone preventive measures to the deliterious ~1ysical and social

climte. "Their main purpose" Nolen wrote "is to refresh and

strengthen and renew tired people to fit them for the common round of

daily life". (tJolen, c. 1909).

The Andrae property also fits Nolen's criteria for lands suitable

for the establishment of state parks. Prospective park lands should
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be: 1) large enough (2-3000 acres were optimum), 2) accessible to the

public, 3) "salubrious" and "healthful" in air and climate,

4) obtainable at reasonable cost, 5) "decidedly unCOlTllTOn" in "charm and

beauty••• " and have ••• "an irresistable appeal to the nature lover".

In all of these respects except for size, the Andrae prperty net

t1olen's criteria.

Mrs. Andrae presented her "pine dunes" lakeshore property to the

State of Wisconsin on November 23, 1928 and the property was accepted

by the state conservation commission on May 10, 1929. In the deed,

Mrs. Andrae stipulated that it be named Ter~ Andrae State Park

(Natural Hesources 11inutes, 1928/29).

47



Chapter V

Summary, Conclusions and Recommendations for Future Study

Summary

Little is known of the earliest inhabitants of the lakeshore but

they were most likely nomadic hunters and gatherers in search of large

game.

Ancient Indian cultures inhabited the Great Lakes region from the

retreat of the Valders ice sheet, about 9500 B.C., to historic times

(A.D. 1634). These cultures included Paleo-Indian, Archaic and

Woodland tradtitions. Effigy ~ound builders constructed oDunds of

various geometric shapes and depicting various animals. rJlound groups

'""ere located along the banks of the Black River in the area.

The coastal region from Green Bay to Milwaukee was inhabited at

various tirnes by Pott~vatomi, Ottawa, Chippewa, ~vinnebago, Menominee

and Sauk Indians. These Indians came to the lakeshore for the specific

purpose of taking fish in Lake r.1ichigan. Indians came from as far away

as the r1ississippi River and lived in seasonal villages during the

spring and sumrrer. A continuous string of these villages occupied the

lakeshore from the mouth of the Black River, to the Sheboygan County

line.

r1any Indian artifacts have been recovered from this lakeshore

area. The lakeshore's dunes yield<...~ pottery vessels, bone awls and

fish hooks, human aboriginal remains, clay pipes, stone projectile

points, various copper tools and many other artifacts. Some of these
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artifacts are contained in collections of the Milwaukee Public Museum,

State Historical Society, Kohler Art Museum, and private collectors.

The first Europeans to visit the lakeshore are not known, but were

probably French-speaking. Jean Nicolet may have traveled south from

Green Bay along the western shore of the lake in 1634. Other explorers

or missionaries who might have passed through include; Nicholas Perrot,

Father r1arquette, Claude Allouez, and Gabriel Marest in the late

1600's.

In 1795, Jacques Vieau, of the Northwest Fur Company, set up a

trading post near the moutll of the Sheboygan River. lIe ',.,ras followed by

Hilliam Farnsworth \'1ho established a post near the same location in

1820. Up until 1334, furs such as otter, beaver, and muskrat were

traded by the Indians for European goods.

The first non-Indian settler~nt of any consequence occurred after

the Indians relinquished their land to the U.S. Government in 1833.

The first land surveys of Sheboygan County area occurred bevNeen 1833

and 1836. Land surveys generally preceded settlement. An influx of

"Yankees" of English extraction from the northeastern United St<ltes

settled in the county along the lakeshore from 1836 to a~ut 1850.

This immigration was followed by Germans and Dutch in the 1850's and

1860's. These later immigrants were farmers whereas the "Yankees" from

the northeast were fishermen.

Of particular interest were the fishermen who bought land and ran

pound-net fisheries along the lakeshore. David Wilson, for whom the
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township is named, settled in Section 11 in 1840 and ran a fishery.

Likewise, Joseph Fairchild settled in Section 14. The 1875 plat map

notes "Fish Houses" on Fairchild's property along the lakeshore.

Fishing was carried on with the aid of p:mnd nets set at right angles

from the shore. These nets yielded large catches of white fish which

were salted in barrels and shipped to points east.

These 19th century fishennen and their families fonned the nucleus

of a small community centered around what was known as "Peterson's

Pier". This pier settlement included a school house, general store,

hotel and a few dwelling houses. A wagon road ran frorn this pier

northv~rd through the dunes to County Trunk V.

Logging also occurred in the area during the latter part of the

1800's. A.B. Peterson ran a ''':000 merchant business from his pier.

[,1uch of the \-lliite pine was logged off at that time.

The subject of shiINln~cks deserves mention. Over 50 shipwrecks

have been noted in waters off Sheboygan. Recently in the park, a

section of keel from one of these wrecks was recovered. After nuch

investigation, this researcher believes that the keel section is from

the schooner Challenge. This schooner constructed in 1852 in Manitowoc

is of particular significance to marine historians because the

Challenge was the first centerboard schooner of its type constructed on

the Great Lakes.

Small fishing operations existed along the lakefront well into the

1930's. By 1925 much of the lakeshore was already being bought up for
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resorts and second howe development. This along with the introduction

of an alien fish parasite, the sea lamprey, led to the decline of the

small locally owned fishing industry. This decline was responsible for

the disappearance of many of the small fishing communities along the

shore.

Frank (Terry) Andrae acquired the lakefront property from a local

fisherman in 1924. He proceeded to build his second home "Henreitte

IDdge" where the park I s campground is now situated. Mrs. Elsbeth

Andrae was an ardent conservationist and nature lover. During her

short tenure at "pine dunes" she comrrEnced to reforest her property

with various species of pine. After the death of her husband in 1927,

1'lrs. Andrae donated her property in 1928 to the State of \'lisconsin for

the purpose of opening the lakeshore to a wider public appreciation so

that the lakeshore might becorre a reservation for the people of the

state.

Conclusions

As this study indicates, the establishrnent of Terry Andrae State

Park occurred in tl1e context of its unique lakeshore environment. The

following historical interpretations were made regarding the role of

people and this unique environment:

1. The early Indian inhabitants were attracte9 to the lakeshore

as a source of sustenance. It is known that they inhabited the

lakeshore for the specific purpose of fishing in the waters of Lake

Michigan. There is no evidence that these Indian inhabitants
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dramatically altered their environment, rather their lifestyle changed

according to the dynamics of that environment.

2. The European-American attitude tOVJard the lakeshore was

characterized as more consumptive and industrial than as a source of

sustaining life. The lakeshore's resources such as furs and fish were

looked upon as sources of wealth. This industrial role was typified by

the fur trade.

3. The first white settlers viewed the lakeshore as a source of

wealt..'1 and as a livelihood for their families. Small fishing

industries and fishing communities developed along the lakeshore and

prospered for a time. However, with the decline in fish populations,

t..~e industries and co~munities that were dependent on this resource

declined as well.

4. After the First \'lorld\'iar, the wealtJ1Y urban population began

to view the la~eshore as a source of private recreation. A land boom

occurred as the demand for shoreline property increased and the land

values escalated.

5. Finally, the establishment of a State park was a result of

t..~is recreational idea, that the lakeshore had value not only as a

source of wealth or sustenance, but as a source of social and

psychological well being for the population as a whole.

Recommendations for Further StUdy

This researcher can suggest four major themes for further study

into the history of Terry Andrae's lakeshore. These include:
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1. tVhat was the nature of the Indian communities that once

inhabited the park's lakeshore? Much work needs to be done regarding

t..'1e utilization of primitive fishing technologies. Several fine

collections of Indian artifacts taken from the park's lands need to be

examined and interpreted in order to better understand the lifestyle of

the Indians along the lakeshore.

2. ~Vhat was the nature of the Peterson's Pier community? This

researcher has barely touched on the subject. Descendents of these

pioneer fishing families need to be located to see if they can shed

light on the na ture of this communi ty.

3. How have lumbering practices affected the lakeshore? This

area of research is particularily important in the understanding of the

current vegetation at Terry Andrae State Park.

4. ~vith over 50 shipwrecks in the vicinity of Terry Andrae, there

is fertile ground for the ~arine historian. In particular, more

research is needed on the construction of the schooner "Challenge".

There is also a keen interest in the COrTll'TIUnity in discovering off-shore

wrecks. while these 'Nrecks are not now considered a resource of cl1e

park, their proximity to the park and the part they played in the

settlement of the lakeshore makes this an interesting and pertinent

area for research.

5. Hhat was the historical development of Terry -Andrae State Park

since its establislunent? This question would look into the public's

pressure for greater recreational opportunities and how the Department

of Natural Resources responded to this demand.
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