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Sarah Halvorson University of Colorado at

The Sites and Spaces of Ethnographic lnquiry:

Reflections on ldentitv and Interviewinq in Northern Pakistan

How do the sites and spaces of ethnographic inquiry influence the production of knowledge about
women in Northern Pakistan? In this paper I problematize the interview site as a geographical and social

space within which the ongoing construction of social identities of self and "other" takes place. Reporting
on my experiences conducting research on household livelihood and well-being in the Gilgit District, I

consider the linkage between identity and geography in women's lives as evidenced by the sites of access
and ethnographic situation. The spaces occupied by women as active participants of social groups (e.9.,

Hunzakutz, Bagroti, Shia, lsmaili) draws attention to women's negotiation of their own identities and

situatedness in community and regional-level social relations and gender politics. The interview is

described as a site in which the politics of narration and representation intersect with the social
positionings of the interviewer and interviewee to influence what knowledge is created, how social
categories are conceptualized, and the practices and discourses of academic research.

Among the ritualties which bound Muslim rulers and subjects in relationships of mutual obligation
and dependence, none was more ubiquitous than the giving and receiving of khila' (robes of honor).
Originating in'Abbasid Baghdad, and transmitted via Samanid Bukhara and the realms of the Ghaznavids
and Ghurids to thirteenth-century Delhi, it thereafter became an intrinsic component of Indo-lslamic
kingship. The Mughals themselves had long employed it in their Chaghatayid and Timurid homelands.
It was a paradox that, although originating within a Muslim context, this institution never acquired
exclusive religious connotations, but embraced both Muslims and non-Muslims, men and women, the free
and the servile. This paper will demonstrate by exemplification its extraordinary adaptability in meeting
a diversity of circumstances and relationships in Mughal India.
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Gavin R. G. Hambly University of Texas at Dallas

The s Clothes: 'Robes of Honor' in lndia
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"lndependent" Tribal Trade and State Business:

Commercial Sectors and Their lntegration in Late Nineteenth istan

This paper outlines instances of ambiguity, conflict, regulation and resistance as experienced by

two components of the multifaceted transnational commercial networks linking Central and South Asia:

the nomadic tribal traders known as kuchis who operated between and within Afghanistan and British

lndia, and the kafitabashi or Afghan official responsible for transmitting state goods purchased in India to

Kabul.Therelationshipbetweenthekafitabashi and kuchiswill beconsideredinlightof anattempted
monopolization of commodities exports to British India. Published accounts of the relationship between

the British and the Afghan Amir'Abd al-Rahman (r. 1880 to 1901) emphasize ongoing reconfigurations

of administrative boundaries between colonial India and Afghanistan. Colonial and nationalist

historiographies glorify these mutually contrived political "achievements," but the articulation of both

states' authority and control over the transnational commerce binding them remained highly contested

and problematic during this period. This paper relies on archived colonial documents concerning 'Abd

al-Rahman's project of monopolizing the export trade in commodities such as fruit and opium from

Afghanistan to colonial India. The economic practices of Afghan nomad traders and a government agent

responsible for the carriage of state commerce between Afghanistan and British India will be considered

in light of those sources.

This paper examines the impact of mechanization and commercialization on artisanal fisherfolk

communities in Kerala. Special emphasis is placed on gender and the impact of economic transformation

on women fish traders, and I explore the relationship of women's work in distribution to production and

the household economy, examining how this has changed with capitalist development and ecological

crisis. Using household survey data and a geographical analysis of fish market development in

Trivandrum district, I argue that women's overall experience is of economic marginalization at the same

time their labor has become increasingly important for household survival. This marginalization stems

from a qualitative change that has taken place in their relationship to production and marketing as a result

of capitalist development and the ecological crisis it has engendered.
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Holly M" Hapke East Carolina University

T Gender and Household Survival in a South lndian
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Laura Dudley Jenkins
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University of Cincinnati

for Muslims and Women in Indiaand Minor Minorities:

Muslims and women in India constitute overlapping yet competing political categories. In the

waning days of the Raj, one colonial administrator contemplating the issue of reserved legislative seats

actually diew a distinction between "major minorities" (such as Muslims) versus "minor minorities"

(women), a mentality that persists today. This paper focuses on current debates in Delhi over the future

of personal law and reservation policies. These debates illustrate the tensions between and within legally

and politically recognized groups based on religion and gender. Critics of Muslim personal laws point out

that they can disadvantage women. Critics of a proposed reservation of Parliamentary seats for women

argue that Muslims may be disadvantaged. The public debate over these provocative policies often pits

women's rights against Muslims' rights, yet many people identify with both categories. This paper argues

that such tensions between Muslims'and women's rights emerged not due to the inherent nature of lslam

or Muslim identity, but rather due to administrative, legal and political constructions of a Muslim

community. lt explores the dynamics of policy debates that pit disadvantaged groups against each other,

leaving Muslim women caught in the middle.

Since the end of the 1950s, Gujarat's fishing industry has been increasingly integrated into the

global economy. Growing demand for fish worldwide has been a key element of that process, providing

the incentive and capital for intensified production. Equally important have been the efforts of the state

and fishers of Gujarat to adopt the technologies and capitalist relations of production that have

characterized the most efficient fishing fleets around the globe. While raising the material standards of

living of fishers in Gujarat, the globalization of fish production in the state has exacerbated caste and class

divisions among those involved in fishing. At the same time, there are growing indications that the

industrialization of fishing in Gujarat has resulted in resource over-exploitation. Gujarat has reached the

limits of extensive growth in its fishing industry. lf the fishery of the state is to remain viable in the long-

term, it is imperative that further expansion be restrained through the strengthening of institutional

structures and controls on fishing.
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Derek Johnson

Wealth and Waste:

University of Wsconsin - Madison

28frr Annual Conference on

South Asia

of Fisheries tn

University of Guelph

Since the 1950s



51

@
Betty Joseph

University of Wsconsin - Madison

28th Annual Conference on

South Asia

Rice University

in the of National Bombs and Transnational

In a recent article, Arundhati Roy argues that the coming of the Bomb spells the "end of
imagination." The cultural (and political) death of India is compared to the systemic breakdown under
colonialism: "Nuclear weapons are the ultimate colonizer. Whiter than any white man that ever lived. The
very heart of whiteness." My paper discusses Roy's stance of cosmopolitanism and its dependence on

older formulations such as "imagination," "world" and "humanity." Does the anti-nuclear stance indicate
the emergence of a new cosmopolitanism within the Indian "intelllgentsia?" or the persistence of a ttred,

worn-out rhetoricthatcannotwithstand the onslaught of postcolonialnationalistdiscourse? Towhat extent
is Roy's cosmopolitanism also curiously dependent on Orientalist notions of India's spiritual essence?
What are the pitfall of such a consciousness?

I evaluate Roy's positioning vis-a-vis the Bomb by comparing the continuing charge of the "Human"

as a postnational category within her arguments, with the brand of "cosmopolitanism" represented in her
recent novel God of SmatlThings, which has been accused of critics like Aijaz Ahmed of flattening the
particularity of the Local (Kerala's left politics for instance). In the novel, the appearance of History and

Love as capitalized terms signal a departure from self-consciously postcolonial literary texts that continue
to contest singular and absolute categories as part of the western agenda of univers-alizing its

provincialism. While this critique has been somewhat deflected in recent years by the simultaneous
acknowledgment of the global success of multinational capitalism, and the installation of "transnational

cultures," postcolonial critics have been reluctant for the most part to give up the category of the "local"

in the name of measuring possible resistances to capital's homogenizing tendency. How do we gauge the

new appearance of the "global" or "human" or "world" as categories resistant to the hegemonic use of the
"national" by right wing interests? What happens to the "local" in this transaction?

This paper explores the relationship between the political economy of embodiment and the
invention of new spheres of urban citizenship through the sports of cycling, swimming and diving.
Expatriates, minorities, and the economically marginal populate these sports on the periphery of the local

as well as national imaginary.
During the late 1970's, the emergence of active cycling clubs in Bangalore as well as the

participation of the public sector in the promotion of local cycling events, led to a vibrant and exciting

alternative community for marginal youth in the city. This minor but publicly visible subculture displayed
new ways of occupying public space in the city. Comparing this sphere of public engagement with the
more privatized sports of swimming and diving, I will consider the changing relations of class, desire and
public comportment for youth both men and women of different social classes in relation to the demise
of public space in Bangalore today.

University of Wsconsin - Madison

28th Annual Conference on

South Asia

May Joseph New York University

Di Public Space and Urban C
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U niversity of California, Berkeley

Cinema and Public Fantasy in Boll

It has been something of a commonplace in film studies to claim that mainstream cinema

embodies public fantasies (according to which thesis Hollywood is often named as the dream factory par

excellence). In this paper, I study how blockbusters made in certain turbulent decades by Bollywood, the

most prolific film-industry in the world, embody not dreams but nightmares. I am particularly interested

in investigating how heroism and criminality were constructed and idealized in popular Hindi film; how

certain decades of political and social change subverted, converted, or exerted distortions on what were

hitherto fairly stable categories of mainstream cinema.
The argument is premised upon the observation that forms of Hindi popular film (romance and

melodrama) at a pivotal moment in the mid-1970s began to present audiences with "ideal" and idealized

worlds that, I show, are nevertheless more often bad dreams (nightmares) rather than good ones (wish-

fulfillments). Contrasting films such as Raj Kapoor's Awara (1951 ) and Shri 420 (1955) from the so-called

Golden Fifties with G.P. Sippy's Sholay (1975), I argue that filmic melodrama in a particularly Bollywood

incarnation renders an image of its audience's psychic desires. Leaving behind its golden odgins,

however, post-Emergency cinema began to offer its publicfantasies notthrough visions of wish-fulfillment

butthroughformsof exorcism. Infilmssuchas Sholay,largue,theaudience'sworstfearsareconfirmed
and corroborated in contrast to the more utopian fantasies of earlier film (Shri 420) where the audience

found succor and solace from a confusing post-lndependence modernity'
The paper concludes by interrogating the forms in which popular film has achieved this

contradictory success. lt proposes that in a dramatic and complex fashion, the manner in which popular

film is consumed has reconfigured and reshaped both the production and the contours of the Bollywood

industry.

Taking middle class imagination of gender relations in late nineteenth century Lucknow as a point

of entry, this paper explores contradictions inherent in the constitution of middle classes in colonial India.

Being middle class was predicated on the creation of new norms of social respectability. This

consiruction of respectability entailed drawing on resources of the past and the present. Thus middle

class respectability sought to marginalize the famed courtesans of Lucknow by drawing heavily upon

ideas derived from Victorian morality. Yet different norms of respectability, ba'sed on an older and

indigenous patriarchal vocabulary of domesticity were used to control middle class women. A closer

examination of these ideas of respectability also reveals "traditionalism" to be very much the product of

a modern context, while 'modern' ideas about gender relations were shot through with older assumptions

about appropriate gender roles. This paper links these contradictions to the efforts of educated men to

create a new hegemonic ideology, and it seeks to show that only by melding together sometimes

contradictory idea! could these men construct themselves as a new social category, the Indian middle

class.

@
Sanjay Joshi
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Gender and the Contradictions of Middle Class bilitv in Colonial Lucknow



53

University of Wsconsin ' Madison

28th Annual Conference on

South Asia

lndira Y. Junghare University of Minnesota

The Cult of Devi: Marathi Manifestations

The Vedic saying, "God is one, but is called by different names," seems to be particularly true in
the cult of Devi, the Goddess, in popular regional Hinduism. In this paper, I attempt to examine the form
and function of the kutadevata, tutelary deity of Maharashtra, through the study of popular Marathi
devotional songs, with a particular degree of focus on the use of arfi and gondhal. The linguistic structure
of afti indicates a significant degree of tadbhava'derived from Sanskrit' and tatsama'borrowed from
Sanskrit' forms; whereas, not only the constituent structure but also the function of gondhalreflects folk
elements. The analysis of these song genres will help explain the dual nature and the complexity of the
popular tradition, through demonstrating some of the intricacies of its synthesis of the classical and folk
cultural traditions"

By the end of 1994 India elected 36,000 women, known as Elected Women Representatives
(EWRs), to political office at the Gram Panchayat level. This paper will be an exercise in listening to the
voices of some of the women who participated in this political process. I focus on how -- five years after
a constitutional amendment reserved one-third of the Gram Panchayat seats for women -- questions of
gender, caste-class roles, and the ideal of "lndian womanhood" have been redefined. How, and to what
extent, has this new political activity served to empower women? What changes can we trace in the
EWR's perceptions of her role as a people's representative, and in society's perception of her role as an

elected leader? In what ways has the presence of the EWRs come to transform women, politics, and
nation? These questions are particularly important in light of the tremendous upheaval in the top
leadership of India over the last five years. I consider this upheaval in relation to the changing fortunes
of the EWRs.
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