
Top Three Action Steps 

The annual Graduate Stu-

dent Survey was distrib-

uted via email to all gradu-

ate students on February 

26, 2010. The survey was 

administered using Qual-

trics, the university’s new 

survey tool.  Students 

were able to complete the 

survey until March 19, 

2010, one week longer 

than originally indicated in 

the email. Two hundred 

and ten students partici-

pated in the survey. 

 

The purpose of this an-

nual survey is to identify 

graduate students’ level 

of satisfaction with the 

graduate programs of-

fered at UW-La Crosse 

and more importantly, 

where improvements can 

be made within the indi-

vidual programs and the 

services provided to our 

g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s 

through the Office of 

Graduate Studies. 

 

Of the total respondents, 

68% were full-time stu-

dents, 76% were female, 

95% were domestic stu-

dents, and 84% were 30 

years old or younger. Addi-

tionally, 23% of respon-

dents had a graduate as-

sistantship on campus 

and 57% of respondents 

held employment outside 

of the university. 

 

Almost all respondents, 

91%, expected to com-

plete their degree in the 

time frame he or she an-

ticipated. Over half, 53%, 

indicated that their pri-

mary reason for choosing 

UW-La Crosse was a spe-

cific program followed by 

location (25%). 

 

When our participants 

were considering graduate 

school, their other possi-

ble choices included: UW-

Madison, UW-Eau Claire, 

UW-Whitewater, the Uni-

versity of Minnesota, Min-

nesota State University-

Mankato, Viterbo, and the 

University of North Caro-

lina. 

 

The top reasons for ob-

taining a graduate degree 

were personal fulfillment 

and to meet career goals. 

Several additional respon-

dents asked for program-

ming that would provide 

more interaction between 

graduate students of dif-

ferent programs and im-

proved communication 

about resources on cam-

pus. Aggregated com-

ments pertaining to spe-

cific programs have been 

forwarded to program di-

rectors. 

 

Two new components 

were added this year to 

(Continued on page 4) 

Secure long term 

allocation of existing 

Academic Initiative reve-

nue for graduate students 

Develop consistent 

web presence for 

UW—La Crosse Graduate 

programs 

Develop a public rela-

tions structure for 

UW—La Crosse graduate 

studies       
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The Thirteenth Annual Celebration of 

Student Research and Creativity was 

held on Friday April 9, 2010.This 

year’s Celebration included 18 

graduate student participants. Four-

teen presented posters, and four 

gave an oral presentation.  

Again this year, both undergraduate 

and graduate students were recog-

nized for outstanding research pres-

entations. Two graduate students 

received recognition: Maggie Lee 

McHugh ,  ME -PD,  and  Ann 

Rentschler, Microbiology.  

McHugh’s presentation described 

the process of  creating a children’s 

book which accurately describes the 

Hmong culture. She developed cur-

riculum tied to the book, which high-

lights take-away models such as 

subtraction and fractions. Her re-

search was entitled:  Connecting 

Hmong Culture and Education 

through Children’s Literature. Jenni-

fer Kosiak, Mathematics, served as 

McHugh’s advisor. 

Rentschler presented her research 

entitled: Regulation of fimB and 

fimE Genes of Uropathogenic Es-

cherichia coli by OmpR. Uropatho-

genic Escherichia coli (UPEC) cause 

90% of human urinary tract infec-

tions. Type 1 pili (hair like mem-

branes) on the surface of UPEC al-

low the cells to adhere to and invade 

bladder epithelial cells. Her research 

advances the understanding of the 

students to encourage and support 

presenting at and/or attending pro-

fessional conferences. A group of 

School Psychology students were 

awarded $1,000 during the Decem-

ber funding cycle. Five proposals 

were submitted for the March fund-

ing cycle.  All were funded, either 

partially or fully. A total of $2,686 

was awarded in March to the five 

groups. There is one remaining Pro-

fessional Travel Grant funding cycle 

for the current academic year. Pro-

posals requesting travel funds for 

this cycle are due May 14th.  

The Graduate Council recently ap-

proved an increase in the maximum 

amount awarded to individuals and/

or groups for RSEL and Professional 

Travel Grants for the 2010-2011 

academic year. 

Celebration of Student Research & Creativity 

Spring RSEL & Professional Travel Grants 
In the fall, students can request up 

to $2,000 for RSEL qualified pro-

jects. This is $400 more that the 

current maximum of $1,600. Stu-

dents requesting Professional Travel 

funds will see a dramatic increase in 

the amount of money awarded to 

large groups attending the same 

conference. Previous provisions dic-

tated that $1000 be divided among 

all students for groups of 20 or more 

attending the same conference. Be-

ginning this fall, a minimum of $75 

will be awarded to all students no 

matter how large the group. 

For more information on RSEL and 

Professional Travel Grants, please 

visit the Graduate Studies website: 

http://www.uwlax.edu/graduate/. 

 

UW—La Crosse provides funding on 

a competitive basis to support 

graduate student research, service, 

and educational leadership (RSEL) 

projects. Eleven RSEL Grant propos-

als were submitted for the Spring 

2010 funding cycle, requesting over 

$15,000. The proposals were re-

ceived from students in a variety of 

graduate programs. Of the 11 pro-

posals, eight were funded, either 

fully or partially. The total amount 

awarded in RSEL Grants was  

$9,720. An additional RSEL funding 

cycle was added for the spring se-

mester; proposals were due to 

Graduate Studies on April 21, 2010. 

The Graduate Student Organization 

(GSO) and the Office of University 

Graduate Studies also provide funds 

to qualified UW—La Crosse graduate 
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mechanisms by which UPEC switch 

between piliated and nonpiliated 

states in response to an acidic pH/

high osmolality environment similar 

to human kidneys. Rentschler’s advi-

sor was William Schwan, Microbiol-

ogy. 

Congratulations to McHugh and 

Rentschler! Thank you to all who 

presented and to their faculty men-

tors for their continued guidance 

and support. 

Graduate Studies is looking forward 

to the 2011 Celebration and is hop-

ing even more graduate students 

will  participate in this great opportu-

nity to share and discuss their re-

search accomplishments. 

http://www.uwlax.edu/graduate


A), non-radiation therapy profession-

als, e.g. radiographers, physicists, 

nuclear medicine technologists etc. 

(Track B), or certified medical do-

simetrists (Track C).  Because the 

prior educational preparation of stu-

dents in each track differs, degree 

completion requirements for each 

track differ.  

The program has been offered 

online as a certificate program since 

2004.  To date, there have been 

nearly 80 students to graduate from 

the online certificate program. A co-

hort of 10-20 students will be admit-

The University of Wisconsin-La 

Crosse (UW-L) Masters of Education 

– Professional Development Initial 

Certification Program is a graduate 

program that awards initial educa-

tion licensure recommendation lead-

ing to a Master of Education – Pro-

fessional Development (ME-PD) de-

gree.  This program is one of four 

graduate programs in the Depart-

ment of Educational Studies. Mas-

ter’s degree completion requires 

completion of the master core 

courses and a culminating capstone 

project. The initial certification 

strand provides the opportunity for 

students with a Bachelors Degree to 

seek licensure in the following 

ranges: 

Master of Education-Professional Development 

Master of Science in Medical Dosimetry 
ted annually to the degree program.  

Online didactic coursework delivered 

asynchronously using the univer-

sity’s online learning platform, De-

sire2Learn (D2L) as well as various 

Web 2.0 tools, occurs during the 

entire length of the program.  Clini-

cal internships are completed at af-

filiated radiation oncology facilities 

around the country.  Students are 

supervised during their internships 

by adjunct faculty at the affiliated 

internship sites. The capstone pro-

ject is a research paper to be sub-

mitted for publication in the Medical 

Dosimetry Journal. 

Submitted by Nishele Lenards, Pro-

gram Director, who can be reached 

at Lenards.nish@uwlax.edu.  

  

The Master of Science in Medical 

Dosimetry program will start in the 

fall of 2010.  The field of Medical 

Dosimetry involves the design, calcu-

lation, and measurement of radia-

tion dose portals for the treatment 

of cancer patients.  The Medical Do-

simetrist uses three-dimensional 

computer technology combined with 

imaging modalities, such as Comput-

erized Tomography (CT) or Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging (MRI) to plan 

the delivery of high radiation doses 

to the tumor area to minimize radia-

tion damage to the surrounding tis-

sues. 

The Master of Science in Medical 

Dosimetry curriculum is a 32-46 

credit, 20-month program including 

summers.  It is designed with three 

routes of admission for students 

with different educational back-

grounds:  radiation therapists (Track 
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EC-MC = Early Childhood – Middle 

Childhood (ages birth – 11; PreK-

Grade 6) 

Students must complete 

coursework for Elementary Edu-

cation and the Early Childhood 

Education Minor. 

MC-EA = Middle Childhood – Early 

Adolescence (ages 6 – 13; Grades 1

-9) 

Students must complete 

coursework for Elementary Edu-

cation and at least one MC-EA 

Certifiable Minor 

EA-A = Early Adolescence – Adoles-

cence (ages 10 – 21; Grades 6-12) 

Students must complete 

coursework for at least one EA-

A Certifiable Major in addition 

to Requirements in Profes-

sional Education. Students may 

also elect to complete require-

ments for one or more EA-A Cer-

tifiable Minor 

(Continued on page 4) 
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degree requirements to be eligible 

to apply for a teaching license.  

 

For information contact Dr. Gary L. 

Willhite, at willhite.gary@uwlax.edu 

or 608.785-8130. 

 

Submitted by Dr. Gary Willhite, Pro-

gram Director 

Master of Education-Professional Development, Cont. 

identify some of the issues facing 

our first-year and international 

graduate students. These students 

were asked to answer additional 

questions related to their individual 

experiences. 

 

Participants who indicated that they 

were First-year students were asked 

to indicate the level of difficulty/

anxiety as it related to their transi-

tion to graduate school in the follow-

ing situations (Table 1). Answers cor-

respond to a 4-point Likert type 

(Continued from page 1) scale (1 = no difficulty/anxiety, 2 = 

some difficulty/anxiety, 3 = moder-

ate difficulty/anxiety, 4 = extreme 

difficulty/anxiety). 

 

Similarly, international 

students were asked to 

indicate to what extent 

they agree or disagree 

with the following state-

ments (Table 2).  

 

Thank you to all the stu-

dents who completed 

the survey! Your re-

sponses are appreciated and will be 

used to guide the future direction of 

Graduate Studies at UW-L.  

censure recommendation is re-

quired for initial certification. The 

Wisconsin Department of Public In-

struction (DPI) for all PK-12 licen-

sures with the exception of special 

education, which has its own gradu-

ate program, approves the UW-L ME-

PD Initial Certification Program. 

Upon completion of the approved 

coursework sequence, student 

teaching experience, electronic port-

folio, and content test requirements, 

candidates are eligible to apply for a 

teaching license. Initial certification 

candidates must also complete all 

EC-A = Early Childhood – Adoles-

cence (ages birth – 21; PreK- Grade 

12) 

Students must complete 

coursework from at least one 

EC-A Certifiable Major in addi-

tion to Requirements in Profes-

sional Education. 

 

Candidates complete a designated 

course sequence in their chosen 

field of study.   An 18-week full day 

student teaching experience for li-

(Continued from page 3) 
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Table 2 

Table 1 

mailto:willhite.gary@uwlax.edu
http://www.uwlax.edu/mepd/ic/CertificationOptions/ECAMajors.html


Important Dates 
Friday, May 14, 2010  Travel Grant Proposals Due 

Saturday, May 15, 2010  Spring 2010 Commencement 

UW—La Crosse 

220 Morris Hall 

La Crosse, WI 54601 

Phone: 608-785-8044 

 

E-mail: gradstudies@uwlax.edu 

Visit our website: 

Give Graduate Students a 
Voice on Campus! 

 

Graduate Student Organization 
(GSO) 2010-2011 Leadership 

Opportunities! 
GSO is looking for individuals who are 

motivated and excited to take on a 
leadership role in the graduate  

community at UW-L 
If you are interested email: 

graduatestudies@uwlax.edu 

Graduate Studies 

www.uwlax.edu/graduate/ 

Congratulations Spring Graduates! 
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Vijendra (VJ) Agarwal,  

Associate Vice Chancellor 
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