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In the field of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), practitioners are 
frequently asked questions such as: 

Wh t d TESOL ( th ) t d f ?

Project Sequence
Researchers conducted a literature review on basic instructional strategies, linguistic modifications, 
materials, and assessments that are effective and useful for teachers to employ with English 
l l i th bli h l Th th l d d d d t ti l t• What does TESOL (or our other acronyms) stand for? 

• How many languages do you speak? 
• So, you teach English? 
• How do you teach students who do not understand anything you are saying? 

It was clear that the general public needed to know foundational concepts in TESOL in order 
to envision how to interact and proceed equitably with non-native speakers in the public 
schools. With a focus on inclusion of non-native English speakers into mainstream American 
classes, content-area teachers needed more information about basic concepts and practices 

language learners in the public schools. They then analyzed and responded constructively to 
general myths and misconceptions about the field for clarification purposes. 

For example, a teacher does not need to speak all the languages of the diverse students in their 
ESL/EFL classroom, but speaking another language may be insightful. 

Themes were determined for presentation in the video, which informed the script. Then, the script 
was audio-recorded repeatedly. Video and still images were collected for use in the video and 
interviews were arranged and recorded. The editing process was the next step, which involved 
organizing the visual information, the audio recorded script, the interview, and title slides and music.

they can use to assist language learners. 

This project is the synthesis of information about the field of ESL/EFL instruction, which was 
compiled by the student and faculty researcher from a wide variety of field texts and 
resources, and was fashioned into an informative, user-friendly video to be shared with the 
general public.

Significance
In Wisconsin, there are 369,000 non-native English speakers, 39,000 of whom are in the k-12 public schools (2005 census, 

Researchers will distribute this video to libraries, State Cooperative Education Service Agencies 
(CESAs), and schools of education. 

g p p (
http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/ell/index.html downloaded on February 12, 2009). General education teachers need to be aware of what the 
field of ESL is and how to assist English language learners in their schooling.

The video fills an existing void in the field. Currently, one needs to 1) have a desire to find information, 2) know where to start, and 3) 
spend a considerable amount of time and energy seeking information and navigating a maze of obstacles to obtain basic information 
about the nature of the field. Information about the field tends to be experiential or word of mouth.

Strikingly, even the International TESOL organization does not define or describe the kinds of work we do. Their website, 
http://www tesol org has an “About TESOL” section which describes the professional organization but does nothing to clarify for thehttp://www.tesol.org, has an About TESOL  section which describes the professional organization, but does nothing to clarify for the 
general public the nature of our work. Therefore, this project is highly significant. It bridge understandings in the general public and 
among mainstream educators that ultimately could enhance the instruction of non-native speakers of English, but also ease ESL/EFL 
educators’ burdens. 

.Successes
• Gathering information on the nature of ESL/EFL and the myths and 

misunderstandings related to the field were easy to gather.
• Writing the script was seamless and interesting collaborative endeavorWriting the script was seamless and interesting collaborative endeavor.
• Gathering colleagues for interviews was easier than anticipated.
• Conducting interviews was effortless.
• Gathering some video and still images was trouble-free.

Challenges
• Murphy’s Law prevailed in the process! 
• Collaborators who agreed to contribute and assist did not fulfill their promises.
• Working internationally was a challenge in managing time and resources.

Recommendations
1. Plan on loads of technology education in advance with written support 

materials.
2 G th t f th i t t h l l

The printing of this poster was funded by Differential Tuition. 

• Technology was by far the greatest challenge faced in this project. 
• Repeated data drops
• Editing complications
• Technology that could not handle the amount of video and audio data
• Scarcity of software and hardware for editing/ saving the project
• Learning the software
• Lack of trained technical support personnel

2. Garner the support of the appropriate technology personnel 
3. Solicit the support of the academic community
4. Identify committed partners who have the time to commit fully to the project
5. Develop a good working script 
6. Create a storyboard
7. Gather loads and loads of visuals as more will be needed than planned
8. Utilize the royalty-free music available through the University
9. Plan and budget for extended time for editing


