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•Previous research (unpublished manuscript) found that teaching one skill to 
mastery before introducing another skill resulted in faster skill acquisition 

Introduction Results

Separate Trials

compared to teaching multiple skills in a mixed fashion simultaneously. 
•No known research has addressed whether simultaneously teaching 
multiple skills in mixed or separate trials within a session will produce faster 
skill acquisition. 
•The purpose of the present study, using a between-subjects design, 
compared the effects of simultaneously teaching two skills in separate and Mixed Trialsp y g p
mixed trials within a session. 
•The results will help to determine the method that is more effective at 
facilitating  skill acquisition in canines.  

Method

Participants, Setting, & Materials
•4 dogs of mixed breeds participated in the study, 2 females and 2 males with 
an average age of 6 months. 
•All sessions were conducted at the Eau Claire County Humane Association.
•Small pieces of hot dog were used as reinforcers for all participants. 

Baseline

Method
Findings

Interobserver Agreement
Measured for 26% of 
sessions

Separate Trials = 100%
Mixed Trials = 100%

Discussion

Baseline
•Each canine was evaluated to determine if the canine had the ability to 
shake, spin, and touch before being admitted into the research.

Implications
•Results indicate that on average, teaching new skills simultaneously in 
mixed trials is more effective than teaching new skills simultaneously in

Training
•Each session consisted of 15-19 trials for 
each skill.  
•A  4:1 prompt to probe ratio was 
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Mixed Trials  100%

mixed trials is more effective than teaching new skills simultaneously in 
separate trials.  

Potential Confounding Variables
•Limited subject history, age, and breed information.
•Training environment presented uncontrollable distractions and 
between session events (e.g., other canines and potential adopters). 
•Variability in number of trainers and time between sessions. 
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implemented for each behavior. 
•Skills were taught simultaneously in either 
separate or mixed trials.
•After each skill taught in the separate trial 
condition, the trainer exited the kennel for 2 
minutes before re-entering and teaching the 
next skill. 
Acquisition of the target response was

Thank you to ECCHA Director Lauren Evans, the ECCHA staff, 
and the B.A.R.C. team.

Future Research
•Future research may want to consider requiring the mastery of 3 skills 
versus 2 skills to increase the amount of discrimination training required.  

•Acquisition of the target response was 
defined as 80% correct of probe trials across 
2 sessions.
•Mastered skills were considered 
maintenance and probed 6 times in 
subsequent sessions.


