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ABSTRACT. What do local newspaper editors consider newsworthy about archives?
Utilizing the powerful searching capabilities of electronic databases, the author re-
trieved full text articles that included any of the following terms: archive, archives,
archivist, archivists, and archival. Articles were then analyzed by topic, size, place-
ment, and date of publication. The single largest reason why archives received cover-
age was that they housed materials used to create a cultural product that was currently
offered for public consumption.

Introduction

The author decided to investigate what local newspaper editors consider newswor-
thy about archives after several halting attempts to create a press release for a newly
processed manuscript collection. While reading helpful advice by Megan Sniffin-
Marinoff, Ann E. Pederson, and Gail Farr Casterline on how to work with the media,
the author stumbled upon the seemingly obvious suggestion that archivists supply news-
papers with the types of stories that editors want to publish.1 Unfortunately, these "how-
to" articles contained precious few examples of topics or hooks that might appeal to a
local newspaper editor. Sniffin-Marinoff's suggestion that archivists read their local
newspaper to get "a much better sense of what angles to try" inspired the author to
analyze local newspaper coverage of archives in the state of Wisconsin.2

A search through archival and library science journals uncovered only two articles
that analyzed newspaper coverage of archives. The first, by journalism professor James
Boylan, was an impressionistic study from 1985.1 Nearly 10 years later, in 1993, Rich-
ard Cox conducted a quantitative analysis of archival coverage in the New York Times.4

While each article provided insight into the larger issue of archives in the news, neither
author attempted to discern what newspaper editors thought was newsworthy about
archives.
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Both studies were in response to David B. Gracy's call for action against the "image
problem" he believed was plaguing the archival profession. Negative images in the
public mind and poor funding, he argued, were inextricably linked.' As a result, Boylan
and Cox were concerned with how archives were portrayed in the news, rather than
how or why newspapers decide to cover archives. In order to address this question, the
author designed a new study that allowed her to analyze the content, size, placement,
and timing of local newspaper articles about archives.

Methodology and Scope
The data set for this study had to be large enough to decrease the influence of a

single newspaper or archival repository on the results, and large enough to allow for
comparisons. It was also desirable to have a data set small enough for content analysis
of each full text article without having to create a statistical sample. Using these pa-
rameters, the scope of this study was set to include newspaper coverage between Janu-
ary 1994 and June 1995 in the following Wisconsin newspapers: Capital Times, Wis-
consin State Journal, Milwaukee Journal, and Milwaukee Sentinel.

While these articles appeared in newspapers with four different names, it should be
noted that those papers are owned by only two companies: Madison Newspapers Inc.,
and the Journal Sentinel Inc. Within the time span of this study's data set (April 1995)
the two Milwaukee papers merged into a single daily edition, the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel. Since the dailies in each city did not truly compete with one another, the
narrative part of this paper will often refer to "Madison coverage" and "Milwaukee
coverage." References to specific articles, however, will always include the full title of
the newspaper.

This study utilized the powerful searching capabilities of the Lexus/Nexus and Mil-
waukee Journal/Sentinel electronic databases to create the data set. A global keyword
search, using the truncated term "archiv*" was performed. This search returned full
text articles that included any of the following terms: archive, archives, archivist, ar-
chivists, and archival. As a result, every mention of archival records, collections, insti-
tutions, and professionals was included in the data set. Although this type of search
casts a wide net, there are still certain types of coverage that could have been missed. If
a reporter failed to use the keyword when describing archival records, the article would
not have become part of the data set. Possible examples include articles about current
records and record keeping, or manuscript materials housed in a special library or
museum rather than an archives. To its advantage, this global keyword search guaran-
tees the retrieval of all articles covering what newspapers considered "archival."

As an initial step prior to categorization, all inappropriate hits were eliminated from
the data set. There were several articles about medical breakthroughs that were pub-
lished in journals such as the Archives of Internal Medicine. Stories in which the term
"archive" was used only metaphorically were also eliminated. The most common meta-
phoric usage was in reference to something non-current. One review of a Pink Floyd
concert, for example, complained that "each song from the band's archives was played
with such mechanical precision that you could sense these guys were switching them-
selves into autopilot." Another author referred to his memory as "my private archives." '6
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From an initial return of 182 articles, 35 were eliminated at this stage, leaving 73
Madison articles and 74 Milwaukee articles, for a total of 147.

The categories were created by the author, and the author completed all of the sort-
ing herself. There is no guarantee that another individual would have created the same
categories, or sorted articles in the same way. Despite their questionable validity, the
categories remain because without them it would be nearly impossible to discuss 147
articles.

Newspaper Coverage by Topic

Even before the formal categorization was performed, it was clear that the data set
consisted of two distinct types of articles: (1) those in which archival materials or
repositories were the primary focus, and (2) those that mentioned archival materials or
repositories but were primarily about another subject. As Figure 1 illustrates, the ma-
jority of stories from both cities were categorized as "non-archival, "or "other." Mil-
waukee had both a higher number (27) and a higher percentage (36%) of articles that
focused on archives. In the Madison papers, there was a larger discrepancy between
the two categories.

Fig. 1: Total Number of Articles by City and Category
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Of the 147 articles in this study, 100 (68%) mentioned archival materials or reposi-
tories, but were primarily about another subject. Articles in this "Other" category fo-
cused on a variety of topics, which were labeled as follows: Art and Culture, Govern-
ment, Local History, National and International News, Lost and Found, and Education.
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Non-Archival ("Other") Articles
As Figure 2 dramatically illustrates, the majority of articles fell under the heading of

"Art and Culture." Forty-six percent of Madison articles and 64% of Milwaukee ar-
ticles had art, cultural events, or travel as their main focus. Many of these articles were
reviews of books, films, or musical compositions that had been created or recreated
using archival materials.

Fig. 2: Subject of Articles in the "Other" Category
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Book reviews included a children's book about Rosie the Riveter that featured archi-
val photographs, and a book about World War II that used oral histories and archival
materials to "create a narrative not only of the [D-Day] invasion but of the combatants'
family lives and military training." In addition, there was a review of a new biography
of the LaFollette family of Wisconsin. The reviewer points out that this book depended
on "the family's penchant for writing letters, which resulted in a voluminous horde
stored in the National Archives."17

A review of H.L. Mencken's "A Second Mencken Chrestomathy" described the pro-
cess of creation as follows:

The sequel had been prepared by Mencken but never published. [Terry]
Teachout pulled the manuscript from the voluminous Mencken archives
at the Enoch Pratt Free Public Library in Baltimore, dusted it off, and
edited it for publication. The great majority of the 238 items contained
herein have never appeared in book form or are from books no longer
available." '

There was even a review of a Jack Nicholson biography that had been created by the
University of Wisconsin-Madison Center for Film and Theater Research. According to
the book's author, the excellence of the University of Wisconsin's collection and help
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from the staff of the Milwaukee Public Library made it possible for him to "do the
Hollywood books from here." 9

Articles about music included an announcement about the Beatles' album "Live at
the BBC," which included songs "from the band's archives" that had been recorded
only for broadcast and never released. A visit to Madison by the Lincoln Center Jazz
Orchestra prompted a profile of the orchestra and its conductor, David Berger. In de-
scribing his efforts to transcribe orchestral pieces from Duke Ellington recordings, he
explained "I had help from the Smithsonian's Ellington Archives with some pieces,
but many I had to do from scratch."'1

An article about an upcoming silent film series announced that Charlie Chaplin's
"The Circus" would include an orchestra whose conductor "discovered Chaplin's origi-
nal score for the Academy Award-winning film among the comedian's estate archives
in Switzerland."" A follow-up article four months later provided a more detailed pro-
file of conductor Gillian Anderson, describing her as "part conductor, part detective,
part historian, and part magician." As a music librarian at the Library of Congress,
Anderson discovered the original score to the 1928 silent film "Le Passion de Jeanne
d'Arc" while working on an LC microfilming project. It was after this initial restora-
tion that she was invited to Chaplin's archives in Switzerland to restore the original
score for "The Circus.' 12

A review of the Milwaukee Repertory Theater's production of Oscar Wilde's The
Importance ofBeing Earnest described it as "the best 'Earnest' you will ever see." The
Rep's artistic director, Joseph Hanreddy, "dug through archives and research material
at the New York Public Library to unearth Wilde's original four-act version of the play
in addition to some of the playwright's notes." According to the reviewer, this careful
re-creation was a key factor in the unusually high quality of the production.' 3

There were 10 articles about Wisconsin's most illustrious architect, Frank Lloyd
Wright. Archives were mentioned as a source of material for several exhibitions, in-
cluding a maj or retrospective at the Modem Museum ofArt in New York. '4 One article
described a new line of Frank Lloyd Wright reproduction furnishings created by Tho-
mas Heinz, a lecturer on Wright who had "55,000 photographs on Wright in his
archives."' 5

Three articles about the Taliesin Preservation Commission included the term ar-
chives almost incidentally. Spokesperson Bruce Brooks Pfeiffer was described in each
article as "director of the Frank Lloyd Wright Archives." These articles were not elimi-
nated at the beginning of the analysis because they did in fact discuss the preservation
needs of archival materials.' 6

In addition, there were two articles about summer festivals that mentioned archival
records. A profile of Milwaukee's annual Festa Italiana admonishes visitors not to
miss the "wondrous" exhibition of photographs from the Italian Community Center's
photographic archive: "If you visit Festa and miss this fascinating, historical facet of
the festival, you will have toured the limbs without visiting the heart."' 7 The annual
gay, lesbian, and bisexual pride festival featured a traveling exhibition from the Inter-
national Lesbian and Gay Archives in Los Angeles.' 8

Three articles mentioned archival institutions as a place to visit while traveling. The
author of an article about Bergen, Norway, explains that he was in town "for a few
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weeks looking through the city archives." He neglects to mention the nature of his
research, although a genealogical search is not unlikely for a Wisconsin native.19 An
article about London's Covent Garden mentions that the Theatre Museum, which houses
theatrical materials from the Victoria and Albert Museum, "contains exhibits and a
small theater, as well as archives for serious research." 2 There was a also a travel
article about Chicago that recommended a visit to the Museum of Broadcast History,
where visitors are allowed to use the "archives of video tapes of classic TV and radio"
for two dollars per day.2 1

In summary, the single most common reason archives were newsworthy was be-
cause they played a role in creating cultural products currently being offered for public
consumption. Such products included books, music, films, plays, exhibitions, festi-
vals, and museums, most of which were locally available. Exceptions to this local
connection were the Frank Lloyd Wright exhibition in New York and the travel articles.

Since Madison is the capital of Wisconsin, it is not surprising that its newspapers
had more articles about "Government" than the Milwaukee papers. Two Madison news-
paper pieces about disagreements regarding the use of a University of Wisconsin cam-
pus building mentioned the archives of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. The
controversy began when Governor Thompson rejected long-standing plans to build a
student center in the University's Red Gym building, and chose instead to hand over
most of the floor space to the State Historical Society22 (a decision that was later over-
turned). Additional articles covered a separate debate regarding the funding of new
positions that were part of a public records project at the State Archives. Faculty and
administrators at the University of Wisconsin complained that they were required to
transfer funds to the State Historical Society at a time when most campus libraries were
forced to cancel subscriptions to academic journals in order to survive financially.23

The author of an opinion piece in the Wisconsin State Journal used cases from the
archives of the Special Public Defenders Office to argue for the placement of a cap on
criminal prosecutions. 24 Archives were newsworthy in government-related articles be-
cause archival institutions were involved in state budget controversies, and also be-
cause they contained information about state legislation that had implications for new
public policy.

Madison papers published several "Local History" articles about anniversaries, in-
cluding the University of Wisconsin's role during World War 11,25 the dramatic enroll-
ment increase that followed World War 11,26 and the 1970 bombing of the Army Math
Resource Center in Sterling Hall.27 A 1995 Milwaukee Journal article began with the
declaration: "This week marks the 100th anniversary of the day Milwaukee's society
women temporarily put aside their needlework and teacups and became newspaper
editors, advertising executives and circulation bosses." This "Women's Edition," as it
became known, was an effort to raise money for the Milwaukee Welfare Fund. Souve-
nir copies were printed on silk and sold for $100 each. The article mentioned that the
Journal has retained a copy in its archives. 21

Not every local history article focused on an anniversary, however. One Madison
story described fears regarding the possible health risk of a certain area on the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin campus. The archives of the Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment
Station recorded that 13 anthrax-ridden cow carcasses had been buried at a specific
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location after an outbreak of that disease in 1909. Nearly 90 years later, the UW-Madi-
son athletic department wanted to build a boat house on the site. A 1990 soil study
indicated that the area was free of contaminants, but the University administration was
still reluctant to authorize the boat house. Unfortunately, the author merely reported on
the conflicting information, rather than trying to resolve the seeming discrepancy.29 In
another article, the Capital Times' city government reporter traced the history of a city
landfill along the shore of Lake Monona. Included was a 1943 photograph from the
archives of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.30

Archives were newsworthy in local history articles because they provided newspa-
pers with information either about notable anniversaries or the ecological history of
certain locations. In some cases, archives offered a local angle on current events. The
World War II stories, for example, were a local angle on the international remembrance
of D-Day.

Articles about "National and International News" tended to focus on prominent in-
dividuals or institutions. One story attempted to dispel the common myth that Albert
Einstein was a terrible student in math and science: "Walter Sullivan...found Einstein's
academic records in Swiss Archives and learned that Einstein had been remarkably
gifted in those fields, even as a youth. '31 The Milwaukee Sentinel proclaimed "tell us
something we don't know" in an editorial about a new legal memo found in the Na-
tional Archives. Apparently this memo proved that "Nixon's trusted secretary, Rose
Mary Woods, intentionally caused the famous, or infamous, 18-minute gap in an Oval
Office tape recording." 32 Another article retraced Bill Clinton's efforts to avoid being
drafted to fight in Vietnam. The article was an excerpt from a biography of Clinton
written by David Maraniss, who had used the Lee Williams papers at the Fullbright
Archives.

33

Archives were considered newsworthy in stories about national and international
news because they offered new information about prominent political or historical
figures. However, archives also made the news if they contained shocking or scandal-
ous information.

"Lost and Found" articles related how individuals had been located using archival
records. One article described how villagers in Ohey, Belgium, tracked down the fami-
lies of American pilots who had "diverted their flak-riddled bomber...away from their
homes." Every year the village had remembered and prayed for the pilots without
knowing their names. For the 50th anniversary of the event, the names of the pilots
were found among the records in the National Archives, and surviving family mem-
bers flew to Belgium for the ceremony.34

Other articles described genealogical searches and family reunions. One piece de-
scribed in detail how Clayborn Benson, executive director of the Milwaukee-based
Wisconsin Black Historical Society spent eight years trying to track down his father
and his father's family. He created the Wisconsin African-American Genealogy Soci-
ety to teach other African-Americans how to trace their ancestry. Thus, archives were
newsworthy because they contained information that helped to locate "lost" individu-
als, and also because they housed materials of interest to genealogists.

Only Milwaukee papers published "Education" articles that had references to ar-
chives. One described a school trip to Washington, D.C. that included a visit to the
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National Archives to see the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.35 A second article mentioned a grant-winning project that proposed to use
computers and the World Wide Web to link classrooms with the National Archives.36

Another education-related piece profiled a Door County High School project. Stu-
dents "armed with tape recorders and a wealth of background material from....the Wash-
ington Island Archives," gathered family histories and local reminiscences to create an
oral history of their island. When the projects were completed, the interviews were
donated to the archives. 37

In articles about education, archives were considered newsworthy when they were a
destination for a notable school trip, were part of a project that received grant money,
or were involved in creating an oral history of a particular place at a particular time.

Archival Articles
The remaining 47 articles, or 32% of the data set, focused primarily on archival

materials or repositories. This "Archival" category was further divided into five sec-
tions: Profiles (of collections and projects), Controversies, Exhibitions and Openings,
Calls for Donations, and Destruction of Materials.

Madison and Milwaukee papers each profiled two archival institutions during the
time span of this study. An article about the Country Music Museum in Nashville,
Tennessee, described it as a memorabilia-filled museum that also houses "an academic
archive that attempts to trace such intangible, but very distinctive creative processes as
writing a country song." The archives contained a "nearly complete" collection of
country music records that were used by contemporary musicians such as Emmylou
Harris and Steve Earle. The article also described museum-sponsored community
projects such as songwriting workshops for high school students, and an annual con-
cert featuring performances of the best student creations.3

A profile of the Circus World Museum in Baraboo, Wisconsin, described it as "a
Mecca for thousands of circus fans," which contained 70,000 photographs, 8,000 post-
ers, 2,000 books, 1,000 sound recordings, and 600 films. The article also pointed out
that many researchers are particularly interested in newspaper clippings, schedules,
ledgers, and other business records. According to the library's archivist, the repository
is also visited by many genealogists and relatives of circus employees or performers.39

An article about the archives at the Museum of Broadcast Communications in Chi-
cago included an interview with the museum's founder, Bruce DuMont. DuMont re-
peatedly emphasized the accessibility of the collection:

DuMont is clear that this collection, like New York's Museum of Tele-
vision and Radio, is designed to promote viewing by the general public,
not just scholars. He rips university archives for stockpiling old pro-
gramming that are accessible to only a few. "There is a thirst for knowl-
edge, and much of that knowledge is stored away in university-based
archives that are available to only a selected few," he said. "Preserva-
tion without presentation is a waste of time and money." '40

A profile of the Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, contrasted its mundane appearance to the glamour of answering
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the reference requests of Hollywood celebrities like Diane Keaton, and hosting visits
by such famous stars as Ginger Rogers and Hal Holbrook. The collection was de-
scribed as "equal parts film, theater, and television" with "a dizzying array of...scripts,
correspondence, promotional materials, photos, manuscripts, and, of course, films."41

Common factors in all of the profiled institutions was an emphasis on non-textual
materials, and a focus on subject areas that many people enjoy and appreciate.

Two archival projects were also profiled. The first described the Illinois-based Lin-
coln Legal Papers Project. For the initial stage of this project, "researchers visited
Illinois courthouses and four dozen manuscript archives around the nation in search of
cases on which Lincoln worked." The goal of the project was to "locate and edit all of
the legal records associated with the twenty-five years Lincoln worked as a practicing
attorney," and it was estimated to require 16 years of work.42 As this case illustrates,
archives can become newsworthy when they participate in projects that uncover infor-
mation about prominent figures in American history.

There was considerable coverage of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin's ef-
forts to preserve government records in electronic format. The article that profiled the
overall project described it as an effort to survey how electronic records "are being
kept and how they can best be preserved, and to assist state and local agencies in
planning effective record preservation programs." Reporter Mike Miller also outlined
similar past efforts and described them as being plagued by a lack of funding.43

The same newspaper not only published an additional story about the complex ma-
neuvering needed to obtain funding for the current project,44 but also printed the fol-
lowing editorial, which argued emphatically for the project's worth:

Just when it looked like the Legislature was about to close its collective
eyes to the impact of changing technology on the preservation of vital
government records, a miracle happened. Well, maybe not a miracle
exactly. Maybe more like a bit of legislative legerdemain. But in any
case, the State Historical Society now has a good chance of getting the
resources it needs to preserve the state's archives as the rapidly chang-
ing computer technology complicates getting access to old data.... Sav-
ing records may not be an issue that grabs the public's attention, but it is
important for future generations. This is small change in the massive
state budget, but it matters a great deal to the state's ability to manage
the public's business. We urge the governor to sign this measure.45

The electronic records project at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin involved
several issues: preserving government records, access to those records, and ensuring
the public accountability of government. Newspapers are committed to the concept
that governments should be publicly accountable for their actions, and archives are
committed to preserving government records and making them accessible. Archivists
capitalized on this common ground, and the result was not merely coverage but advocacy.

Two articles about "Controversies" covered the nude "posture photos" at the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. The photographs, made ostensibly for
scientific studies, were taken of incoming students at several U.S. colleges during the
middle part of this century and presumably included such prominent alumni as George
Bush and Hillary Clinton. The original New York Times article mentioned that the
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University of Wisconsin-Madison had taken similar photographs, and local news re-
porters followed up on the lead. An interview with Frank Cook, director of the UW-
Madison Archives, assured reporters that the photographs had all been destroyed in the
1970s. Hence, potential scandal with a local angle made archives newsworthy in this
case.

46

Several articles were about "Exhibitions and Openings." Most of these were an-
nouncements for photographic exhibitions that featured materials from local archives,
or collections of prominent local figures that had recently opened. Similar to the "Art
and Culture" section in the "Other" category, archives were newsworthy because they
were part of a product for consumption, in this case an exhibition of archival materials.
The difference is that articles in this "Exhibitions" section (in the "Archival" category)focus on archival materials, rather than a secondary product such as a book or a film.

Articles that were "Calls for Donations" varied in size from short announcements to
detailed descriptions of projects. Shorter announcements included requests for photo-
graphs of historic farms, and memorabilia relating to the "hundreds of artists who have
appeared at the Pabst Theater over the past 100 years." Examples of longer profiles
were all calls for letters for the Voices from Vietnam project at the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin. The project was created to document the experiences of Wiscon-
sin soldiers during the Vietnam War.47

The final category, "Destruction of Materials," includes three separate articles about
a single fire that damaged the Oshkosh Public Museum.48 This was the only example
of archives receiving coverage because of a disaster or loss.

Topics that Are Missing from Local Newspaper Coverage
National events with significance for archival practice were conspicuously absent

from Wisconsin news coverage. Between January 1994 and June 1995 the New York
Times and the Washington Post printed 16 articles about President Clinton's appoint-
ment of a new Archivist of the United States. Archivists and historians were highly
critical of Clinton's choice, Kansas Governor John W. Carlin, and pointed to Carlin's
lack of archival experience as proof that the appointment was for purely political rea-
sons. This controversy raised several important questions about the purpose, mission,
and purported political neutrality of the National Archives. The debate that surrounded
Carlin's appointment addressed issues relevant to all government records, not just those
at the federal level.

Another topic covered by the New York Times and the Washington Post during this
time period was the "PROFS" case. The National Security Council (NSC) was forced
to adopt new record keeping guidelines that would ensure the retention of electronic
mail records. The NSC had claimed it was not an agency of the federal government and
therefore not required to preserve such records. This case, like the debate surrounding
Carlin's appointment, resulted in decisions that influenced the definition of records,
public records, and electronic records.

It is possible that the design of the study is responsible for the lack of articles about
the PROFS case in the data set. Such articles, if they were published, might not have
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contained the term "archives." This is far less likely in the case of John Carlin, how-
ever, since any mention of his appointment would have to include the term "archivist."

Negative portrayals of archives and archivists were almost completely absent from
the data set. According to David Gracy, archives are commonly stereotyped in the
press as "dark and dusty." James Boylan noted that feature writers and columnists had
"a rather narrow repertory of literary tools to describe archives." They tended to em-
phasize bulk and decay to such a degree that Boylan found it "hard to believe that an
ordinary reader would recognize in such descriptions a facility either useful or usable
by the public." 49

These stereotypes were notably absent from the Wisconsin coverage. To confirm
this impressionistic conclusion, the author conducted a keyword search of the full text
articles for the following terms: dust, dusty, must, musty, dark, dingy. The only ex-
ample found was the description of editor Terry Teachout "dusting off' the H.L Mencken
manuscript before publication. 0 In no other case were these terms used to describe
archival collections or repositories. One author did rely on bulk to describe the Wis-
consin Center for Film and Theater Research's collections, referring to "a dizzying
array" of materials. 51 As a whole, however, Wisconsin articles seem to be in striking
contrast to the articles studied by Gracy and Boylan.

Size, Placement, and Timing of Coverage
In addition to the preceding content analysis, the data were sorted and analyzed to

find patterns in the size, placement, and timing of coverage.
Articles with an archival focus were sorted by length based on the number of words

and arranged into the three most common categories of small (1-400 words), medium
(401-800), and large (800+ words).52 As illustrated in Figure 3, Milwaukee had higher
totals in each category. This is due to the simple fact that there were twenty-seven
Milwaukee articles in the archival category, and 20 from Madison papers.

It is intriguing that the number of articles with 800 words or more is nearly equal for
the two cities: five in Madison papers and six in Milwaukee papers. If this number

Fig. 3: Size of Articles with an Archival Focus
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holds constant over time, it might indicate a conscious or unconscious limit on feature-
length articles about archives. An editor, for example, might feel that a seventh or
eighth article of this length would be "too much" coverage for a topic such as archives.
Unfortunately, this study is not broad enough to allow for a definitive argument of this
sort.

In each case the number of short- and medium-length stories far outnumbered the
longer stories. In Madison, 75% of the articles fell into the short or medium category.
While for Milwaukee papers, 78% of the articles were either short or medium length.
We can conclude, therefore, that feature-length profiles of archives are relatively rare.
Nevertheless, the total figures indicate considerable coverage over time.

In addition to the relative size of articles, their placement was also analyzed. This
analysis was conducted in the hope that it would offer insight into whether newspapers
cover archives as a news item or as a softer feature item. One difficulty in this compari-
son was that Madison papers appeared to be divided into many more sections than
Milwaukee papers. In this situation, having only electronic copies of articles was a
distinct disadvantage. This analysis also revealed what appeared to be inconsistencies
in indexing. Since it is unlikely that Milwaukee papers would have so few articles in
the local section, this may be a case where an indexer cataloged an article on a Local
page as if it was an article in a separate Local section.

Articles about archives were published in the following sections: News, Features,
Opinion/Editorial, and Local. The most significant finding was that stories with a fo-
cus on archives had similar totals for the News and Features sections. As Figures 4 and
5 illustrate, this relationship was similar for both Madison and Milwaukee coverage.
Articles on topics other than archives, in contrast, did not have a similar distribution
between News and Features sections. While the awkwardness of the data precludes
any sweeping generalizations, it appears that articles that mention or feature archives
appear in several sections, with the largest number appearing in Features sections.

Patterns of coverage over time were also analyzed. Please note, the data set for this
study included articles from a period of 18 months (1.5 years) rather than 24 months

Fig. 4: Placement in Madison Papers
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Fig. 5: Placement in Milwaukee Papers
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(two years). Therefore, the January - June numbers are an average of 1994 and 1995
totals. For example: there were four Milwaukee articles in January 1994, and seven in
January 1995. The average is 5.5, as seen in Figure 6. The figures for August through
December are 1994 totals only. As Figure 6 illustrates, both Milwaukee and Madison
papers showed a dramatic increase in the number of stories for the month of June.
Although it is not entirely clear why this pattern occurred, there are a few possible
explanations.

June is the month when school children begin their summer recess and families go
on vacation. There were three types of June articles that related to tourist activities:
Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin museum, Milwaukee's summer festivals, and travel des-
tinations outside Wisconsin. More than half the June articles were on the topic of tour-
ism. Regrettably, this study does not cover a time period long enough to prove that the
June totals are anything other than coincidence. It is interesting to note that if tourism

Fig. 6: Distribution of Articles by Month
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is in fact the reason for increased coverage in June, it might also explain the decrease in
articles in August, when summer vacation ends and school begins.

Conclusion: What Do Local Newspaper Editors Want?
The largest single reason why archives received coverage (38% of the total data set)

was because they housed materials used to create a cultural product offered for public
consumption. Products included books, films, plays, and exhibitions. Archives also
received coverage when they were part of budget controversies or other scandals, when
they shed light on a current political debate, when they offered new information about
a prominent person, or when they illustrated some aspect of local history. All of the
institutions that received in-depth coverage emphasized non-textual materials and had
collecting areas with general appeal, such as film and television history, country mu-
sic, and the circus.

One of the interesting findings in this study is that the products of archival research
received much more coverage than the primary materials used to create them. This
"secondary coverage" has several implications for outreach efforts within our profes-
sion. On the plus side, it points to a possible tactic for increasing publicity: collaborat-
ing with researchers to publicize the fruits of their labor, and encouraging researchers
to talk about the collections they have used. We can use "secondary coverage" to cre-
ate an image in the public's mind of archives as a treasure chest of raw materials that
can be transformed into the books, films, and plays that so many people enjoy.

A related strategy would be to emphasize archives as the source for original, "au-
thentic" versions of cultural treasures. Oscar Wilde's original four-act version of The
Importance ofBeing Earnest was one example found in this study. One could also send
notices of exhibitions to the local newspaper, since exhibitions are a cultural product
just like books and plays.

The prevalence of articles about secondary products also suggests that, at least as far
as editors are concerned, local newspaper readers are not interested in using primary
source materials. 3 This conclusion may be disheartening for outreach advocates who
believe increased use is the only way to guarantee the survival of archival institutions.
Overburdened reference staff, on the other hand, may breathe a sigh of relief. "Second-
ary coverage" provides an acceptable compromise between these somewhat disparate
views. In other words, we can promote the value of our institutions, our collections,
and our work without inviting everyone to become our patrons.
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