BOOK REVIEWS
Our Family, Our Town: Essays on Family and Local History Sources in the
National Archives. Compiled by Timothy Walch. Washington, D.C.: National
Archives and Records Administration, 1987. 223 pp. Illustrations, index.
Hardcover. $30.00. Available from National Archives Trust Fund, P.O. Box
100793, Atlanta, GA 30384.
Archival professionals in the United States find employment with the
numerous small repositories; with the smaller number of medium-sized
repositories, such as larger state archival agencies; or with the lone giant, the
National Archives. For archivists working in the first two situations, the sheer
magnitude of the records at the giant, with offices in Washington, D. C., and
eleven regional centers, may make it forbidding. For those in this predicament,
Our Family, Our Town will be very useful.
Certainly, archivists become familiar with the manuscript census records,
as do many of our patrons. General reference books, such as the National
Archives' Guide to Genealogical Records in the National Archives or the
privately published The Source, can help us become familiar with resources
in the National Archives. This book has the virtue of describing a number of
record series and showing how they can be used for the study of family and
local history. The book is a compilation of many of the articles that appeared
first in the "Sources in the National Archives for Genealogical and Local History
Research" feature in NARNs magazine Prologue.
The eighteen essays are organized in six sections: Family and Local History
at the National Archives; The Citizen Soldier and His Family; Citizenship in
the Early American Republic; Families and Communities on the American
Frontier; Counting American Families and Communities; and Discovering
American Minorities, and Redressing Grievances. Generally speaking, they
proceed from the general to more specific treatments. Some are masterful pieces
that combine a knowledge of the sources with current social science techniques,
such as John P. Resch's case study of a family and town using Revolutionary
War pension applications, or Keith B. Schlesinger's persuasive case for the usefulness of census enumeration districts in studying urban history and genealogy
beginning with 1850. Some series, such as the Revolutionary War pension
records, are limited to the eastern states while federal land records apply more
directly to states further west. And some series or groups, such as Civil War
era income tax records, Interstate Commerce Commission case files, or Civil
Archives Division records on CCC or WPA projects, merit further investigation
for possible information on one's locality. Mastering the resources in the
National Archives is a monumental task. But Thomas Schlereth's introductory
essay discusses the number of federal sources he tapped in writing a history
of the University of Notre Dame. His searches yielded a rich return-including
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information on a U.S. post office in 1851 and campus buildings constructed
in the 1960s.
The book is well illustrated, although not as fully as the original articles.
The articles do not identify well the locations of the records-whether in
Washington or the regional branches. Only one piece specifically details records
in a regional office. The compiled volume should have included a list of
addresses for the Washington office and the regional offices. Despite these
minor criticisms, this book should be on the shelves of all academic and public
libraries that serve a genealogical and local history clientele, and it should be
read by archivists who work with these groups.
George W. Bain
Ohio University Libraries
Resources for the History of Computing: A Guide to U.S. and Canadian
Records. Edited by Bruce H. Bruemmer. Minneapolis: Charles Babbage
Institute, 1987. 187 pp. Bibliography, indexes. Paper. $9.00. Available from the
Charles Babbage Institute, University of Minnesota.
Habent suafata libelli; "books have their own destinies." There is little doubt
that this generally holds for all reference sources. However, there are some, and
Resources for the History of Computing is one, to which the phrase certainly
is appropriate. This volume has distinct usage by and for two very different
audiences. The knowledgeable computer researcher will find this a ready
reference, with sources covering North America. For the archival community
this finding aid in the age of automation, computers, and technology will
become the standard to which future compilers will refer for a model.
Since electronic data processing impacts directly or indirectly on every
aspect of our lives, Resources is an important benchmark for both archivists
and researchers. Next to the wheel, never has the invention of new equipment
had such a revolutionary impact on work processes and procedures as has the
computer. In a short span of forty years, computer technology has progressed
through four identifiable phases and is presently in a fifth generation. Resources
provides in-depth entries that give the researcher ample information concerning
the collection in various phases. Each abstract contains an excellent description
of the collection as well as information concerning restrictions, finding aids,
and sources. Arranged alphabetically by state or Canadian province, each entry
reflects the various phases of automation, but will be difficult for the novice
to distinguish because there is no introduction or chronology explaining the
framework of the entries in relation to the history of computing.
The first generation of computers utilizing vacuum tubes provided embryonic service until 1958. The collections in Resources document how data input
was generally restricted to punched cards, and internally stored programs were
limited to magnetic cores or rotating drums. In eleven different collections,
the trials (literally) and tribulations of the first computer, ENIAC (Electronic
Numerical Integrator and Computer), are related. The reader will come
away with the correct impression that these first-generation computers were
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used by organizations for the mechanical processing of various clerical and
accounting procedures.
Collections that support research on the second generation of computers from
1958 through 1963 are numerous. This phase utilized solid state transistor cards,
as opposed to the vacuum tubes that were characteristic of the first generation
of computers. The transistor greatly reduced the physical size of computer
equipment. Magnetic tape drives, magnetic core memory, symbolic computer
languages, and random access storage devices such as disk files and magnetic
cards reflect the development of a systems approach to data processing during
this phase. The records of organizations and individuals who brought
computers from the automatic data processing (ADP) phase to the electronic
data processing (EDP) phase are numerous, as the eighteen-page proper name
index of Resources illustrates.
Miniaturization of circuitry chips ushered in the third generation of
computers, and collections reflecting this phase, lasting from 1964 to 1969, are
considerable. The rapid advancement of technological innovations included
disk operation systems (DOS), real time access, timesharing capabilities, electronic display devices, the availability of many pre-written computer programs,
and commercial format languages. Resources wisely lists these languages
BASIC, COBOL, FORTRAN, and PL/1, to cite a few-as individual entries
in the index.
During 1970, the fourth generation of computers was released for sale. Their
characteristics included greater use of micro-programming, microscopic
integrated circuits, and associative memory capability. This concept meant that
the storage locations were identified by their content or subject matter rather
than by their positions. By 1979, this phase had come to an end. For the user
of Resources, a short and selected readings list in the history of computing,
which will lead to background materials on these early phases, is provided in
an appendix.
The fifth generation, which is rapidly approaching its end, began in 1980.
It will be remembered for graphics, the start of desktop publishing, PCs, mega
software, and laser printers. Collections in Resources that document this phase
are sparse.
This volume is simultaneously a joy and a sorrow to use. The joy is to the
credit of the compiler who specifies in the scope that this guide only includes
those collections that have been acquired by archives and manuscript
repositories. The sorrow is to the user who looks in vain for those collections
which document the software, hardware, and peripherals development in
relationship to certain aspects of the electronic computer. Absent are collections
on magnetic ink character recognition (MICR), optical character recognition
(OCR), visual display terminals (VDTs), point-of-sale terminals (POSTs),
central processing units (CPUs), and computer output microfilm (COM), to
highlight the more obvious omissions. These lacunae indicate that major
collections are yet to be accessioned, and archivists should be aware of their
potential importance. These omissions should not detract from the Babbage
Institute's successful effort to bring to public attention those major, minor, and
obscure collections in this guide. Bruce Bruemmer should continue striving to
locate more collections for the next edition of this useful book.
Ira R. Berlin
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You May Plow Here: The Narrative of Sara Brooks. Edited by Thordis
Simonsen. New York: Touchstone Books, 1987. 222 pp. Photographs.
Paper. $6.95.
You May Plow Here is Thordis Simonsen's collaborative creation of a
twentieth-century autobiographical narrative based on tape recorded
interviews with Sara Brooks, an Afro-American woman born and raised in
Alabama's Black Belt, the daughter of a freeholder, the mother of five children,
and eventually a migrant Northerner. The narrative is autobiographical
primarily because it is Brooks's life-through her voice-that determined both
its form and content. The form of the narrative is basically chronological. It
is divided into sixteen chapters with each chapter title drawn from one of
Brooks's statements within the chapter. While the titles do not always capture
the essence of the chapter, each title effectively accentuates Brooks's presence.
We experience Brooks's life through her words. As the oral author, Brooks
compels our attention.
In addition to documenting her life's story, a key contribution of Brooks's
narrative is that it addresses matters of concern to family and social historians.
Specifically, Brooks recreates the private sphere of her family's life and their
relationship with immediate relatives and neighbors. Central to Brooks's
narrative are family dynamics: child-rearing (including discipline, religious and
moral instruction, folklore), courtship, intergenerational relationships, sexual
behavior within and outside marriage, and particularly the evolution of those
dynamics over time. Far more than just her autobiography, Brooks provides
insight into the Afro-American work ethic epitomized by her parents,
particularly her father. Brooks describes with meticulous familiarity-and
pride-all the things her father knew how to do: from making baskets, tools,
brooms, wagons, and chair bottoms to providing the family's sustenance
through farming, hunting, and fishing. Given the dearth of extant evidence,
Brooks's narrative enlarges and enriches the sources available for writing the
history of childhood and, concomitantly, the history of Afro-American women
whose lives are characterized by the dominance of housework, fieldwork,
domestic service, and motherhood.
While the bulk of the narrative focuses on Brooks's childhood and early
adulthood, the last four chapters chronicle the hardships encountered in making
it on her own: her failed marriage, childbearing experiences, and itinerant
lifestyle before migrating to Cleveland. While the tone of the last chapters does
not match the joyous tone of her childhood reminiscences, the former narrative
is nonetheless spirited. Most inspirational, perhaps, is Brooks's refusal to become
embittered or to let her self-esteem be defined by others' reactions to her skin
color, even as she acknowledges the racism she experiences in both the North
and the South.
By strict historical standards, You May Plow Here is not a scholarly work.
Although Simonsen explains the interview process and editorial decisions in
the preface and provides a brief historical context in the introduction, annotation, a bibliography, and an index are noticeably absent. This is faint criticism
of Simonsen and more of a hope that historians and other researchers will
contribute to historical scholarship by evaluating and substantiating the
reliability and validity of Simonsen's raw data-approximately fifty hours of
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taped interview and seven hundred pages of typed transcript containing
Brooks's life story.
Accepting, however, that the principal criterion for oral history is to collect
and preserve human memories that might otherwise be lost, You May Plow
Here legitimately fulfills that standard. Moreover, the narrative is easy reading
and as such has appeal for the academic community and the general public.
Lynda J. DeLoach
AFL-CIO George Meany Archives

Your Memoirs: Collecting Them for Fun and Posterity. By Seymour Rothman.
Jefferson, NC, and London: McFarland and Co., 1987. 120 pp. Hardcover.
$15.95.
Seymour Rothman, long-time feature writer for the Toledo Blade, has spent
much of his career collecting pieces of other people's memoirs for his regular
column "I've Heard." His book Your Memoirs: Collecting Them for Fun and
Posterity puts into print some of the practical advice for recording personal
memories that he has developed during his career. The book seems designed
primarily for older readers to convince them of the importance of preserving
memories of their lives so that they will have them to pass on to their children
and grandchildren.
The book could also be valuable for the archivist. As an outreach tool, it does
what archivists are often unable to do-make the preservation of personal
history and historical documents pertinent to the layman. Rothman does the
archival profession a service by putting together in a short book some examples
of how important preserving personal history can be. By doing so, the book
helps promote public awareness of the importance of archives and archival
material in general.
But before archivists advise the public to take Rothman's book to heart, they
should be aware of a major flaw. The title of Chapter IV says it all: "Paper,
Pen, and a Self-Adhesive Photo Album." Rothman tells his readers to purchase
magnetic photo albums to presrve their memoirs so they can be handed down
to future generations. As most archivists recognize, such a method is not an
appropriate preservation technique. It is a shame Rothman did not consult with
archivists before giving this advice to the masses. Unaware readers will find
their memoirs not preserved for posterity, but deteriorated in only a few years.
Aside from the technical mistake, the book is very readable and entertaining.
Rothman has a knack for making everyday events in everyone's life seem
important. He provides numerous examples from his own life of how simple
events can impact on one's life far beyond what one might believe at the
moment they occur. These examples should bring similar recessed memories
in his readers to the surface.
If the examples from his own life are not enough to get readers thinking about
their personal history, Rothman provides a lengthy list of "Words to Remember
By." The words are meant to evoke memories that the reader can use as a way
to get started on recording thoughts about his or her life. There is no denying
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that words such as "aging,' "failure," "security;' and "togetherness" will conjure
up memories in anyone, especially the elderly. He also suggests readers create
similar lists of important dates in their lives, and use these dates as ways to start
thinking about their history.
Your Memoirs: Collecting Them for Fun and Posterity could be a useful tool
for oral historians as well. Successful oral histories rely upon the ability to
conjure up the same type of memories on audio tape that Rothman is trying
to get his readers to do on paper. Persons regularly recording oral histories might
do well to keep the list of "Words to Remember By" handy during interviews
to draw out memories in their interviewees.
Perhaps the best use for Rothman's book is in educating the layman to start
thinking in a historical perspective. Genealogists, who often forego memories
for the sake of names and dates, might be convinced to put their work into a
larger context. While the book can be criticized for its lack of sound technical
advice, hopefully its strength will have a larger impact. Archivists need more
people like Rothman who can get the public at large interested in the
importance of preserving history in a way that the public can easily understand.
Barbara Floyd
University of Toledo

Preservationand Conservation of Sci-Tech Materials. Edited by Ellis Mount.
New York: The Haworth Press, 1987. 171 pp. Bibliography. Hardcover. $22.95.
This book was published simultaneously as the journal Science & Technology
Libraries, v. 7, no. 3. Close examination of the contents of this work will verify
this fact.
The intent of the work, as its editor states in the introduction, "is an attempt
to focus attention on the problems inherent in proper care and handling of
sci-tech materials as well as actual examples of what projects and studies have
been made on this topic" This "attempt" was made in the six papers presented
in the first seventy-nine pages.
Other than the initial paper, those presented are essentially case studies of
preservation programs at the following libraries: the research library of the
American Museum of Natural History, the Niels Bohr Library of the Center
for History of Physics of the American Institute of Physics (AIP), the Health
Science Library at the University of Puerto Rico, the MIT Libraries, and the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden Library.
With few exceptions, the focus of these case studies is the attention given
to traditional library materials, monographs, and journals. While each program
has its own unique set of objectives and preservation strategies, it appeared to
this reviewer that except for some of the materials mentioned in the articles
on the American Museum of Natural History and the AIP, all of the articles
could have applied to any type of library collection.
This view is not meant to diminish the preservation concerns of the
institutions mentioned in the book. It is only noted to highlight a major problem with this book in that it is too general in its scope to justify the impact of
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its title. The problem of disintegrating acidic papers and covers, improper
bindery techniques, inadequate environmental conditions, and the
implementation of disaster plans or preservation microfilming projects could
be superimposed over any library collection, be it sci-tech, music theory, or
Russian literature.
There are, however, sections of the book that attempt to address the special
nature of sci-tech materials. The article by Beatrice Kovacs briefly begins to
identify sci-tech materials other than monographs or journals, and the
conservation and preservation needs specific to them. The following passage
illustrates her views on these materials.
On motion pictures and videotaptes:
Motion pictures have been useful in science and technology collections,

providing visual records of movement, procedure, and relationships of
items to their surroundings. The capture of motion has value in scientific
inquiry, as was recently shown in the analysis of the Challenger tragedy
and the discovery of the reasons for the loss of the spacecraft.
There are many other illustrations like this one which are helpful in identifying
the special nature of sci-tech materials. Kovacs follows each entry by citing
works that outline specific preservation strategies for that particular type of
material. This examination of the various types of materials of interest to scitech researchers only begins to address the spirit of the book's title.
The rest of the book consists of a special paper on the fee-for-service program
at the Louis Calder Memorial Library of the University of Miami School of
Medicine (12 pp.), a bibliography or collection development paper on fiber
optics (35 pp.), and a collection of "regular features" that complete the
issue/book. These include citations to new reference works in science and
technology (27 pp.), information on sci-tech online databases (8 pp.), and
reviews of sci-tech literature (7 pp.).
The preservation and conservation of collections, whether they are sci-tech
or not, is of concern to all archivists. Those of us whose collections consist of
sci-tech materials may want to hesitate before adding this book to our reference
collections. The "balance" of the book's contents and the value to archivists
of the articles dealing with the preservation and conservation of sci-tech
materials supports the notion that sometimes the sum of the parts is not equal
to the whole.
Ng. George Hing
Kent State University

