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Guide to Archives and Manuscripts in the Chippewa Valley Museum,
Eau Claire Public Library, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire Area
Research Center & Archives. Madison: State Historical Society of
Wisconsin, 1977. 68 pp.

A cooperative guide to the manuscript resources of a community is
always an encouraging and informative endeavor. This Guide to
Archives and Manuscripts for three Eau Claire, Wisconsin, repositories
was produced jointly by the Chippewa Valley Museum, the Eau Claire
Public Library, and the Area Research Center (ARC) and Archives at
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

This common guide to historical research resources is a benefit to
both the institutions involved and to the researchers. A researcher
interested in Wisconsin lumbering history can find that in the town of
Eau Claire there is available the nineteenth-century business records
of the Daniel Shaw Lumber Company at the Chippewa Valley Museum,
further materials on the Shaw Lumber Company in the William W.
Bartlett Papers at the Eau Claire Public Library, and at the Area
Research Center the papers of Orrin H. Ingram, an Eau Claire lumber-
man. All three repositories have more materials on lumbering in the
papers of individuals and businesses and in photographic collections.

Each agency produced its own section of the Guide, an approach
that illustrates both the advantages and the problems of such a joint
venture. All follow a common format of brief description of the agency,
hours and location, summary of the holdings, availability of further
finding aids, and an address for reference inquiries. Holdings are listed
under the general categories of manuscript collections, public records,
and other collections. Such an approach facilitates comparative exami-
nation of holdings, for, unfortunately, there is no index to this other-
wise helpful guide. As so many common events, people, places, and
concerns are represented in the three institutions' holdings, an index
would have aided the researcher in his/her perusal of the guide's
descriptions.



58 THE MIDWESTERN ARCHIVIST Vol. IV, No. 1, 1979

The Museum's 113 manuscript collections emphasize genealogies,
reminiscences, and reports on local history. Most of these collections
are not large, ranging from one page to fifteen volumes. The Library's
collection of 36 manuscript groups includes the records of the Library,
some genealogies, local history papers, and materials on local organi-
zations and businesses. The Area Research Center's manuscript list-
ing of 53 collections begins with the records of the Bricklayers,
Masons and Plasterers'International Union of America at Eau Claire,
1902-1939, through the papers of the Farmers & Merchants Bank at
Cochrane, Wisconsin, during the same period, to the records of the
Women of the Ku Klux Klan, Chippewa Falls, 1926-1931. Nine micro-
film collections are separately described. Both the Chippewa Valley
Museum and the Area Research Center have county and local govern-
ment records, listed by county, agency, and record description. The
ARC is a state-designated repository for the local records of the nine-
county area. The University Archives of the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire, described in 13 pages, provide historical documentation of
the institution from 1916.

All three repositories list miscellaneous groups of materials. The
researcher discovers collections of 12,000 photographs at the Museum,
2,500 at the Library, and an unspecified number at the ARC. Maps
of the region for various periods are available at all the institutions.
For the genealogist a further aid at the Museum is its cemetery trans-
cription file for most of Eau Claire County's cemeteries. Newspapers
are likewise available at all repositories, but the listings do not enu-
merate those available or the time periods.

The Guide exhibits a problem of joint productions - the need for
an overall editor. Although the common format aids the researcher
and is easy to follow, there is a jarring effect in the absence of thorough
proofreading and the necessary, yet obvious, differing type styles of
three typewriters. Papers of a prominent local historian are available
at two institutions, but his name is misspelled in one entry. A minor
problem is the lack of an obvious publication date. When reading each
of the three sections, the researcher finds that the information re-
ported is current as of January and March 1977. These problems mar
what otherwise seems to be a quite useful reference tool for the local
history resources available in Eau Claire.

Dallas Lindgren Chrislock
Minnesota Historical Society
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Manuscripts Collections of the Minnesota Historical Society: Guide
Number 3. Compiled by Lydia A. Lucas. St. Paul: Minnesota Histori-
cal Society, 1977. 189 pp. Index. Paper. $7.00.

A printed guide to the manuscripts and archival collections housed
at an institution serves two purposes: first, it lists the individual
collections giving a brief description of the contents, including dates,
quantity of material, and restrictions on use; second, it serves as a
progress report to the staff and community of researchers, indicating
the actual acquisitions policy, not the one theoretically espoused.
Both of these purposes are well met in this Guide Number 3
compiled by Lydia A. Lucas, Head of Technical Services.

Guide Number 1 appeared in 1935 listing entries for 455 collec-
tions - those acquired since the founding of the Society in 1849.
Twenty years later a second printed guide appeared listing an addi-
tional 1,189 entries. Now Guide Number 3 appears with 1,194
entries, continuing the numbering sequence of the two preceding
guides. All entries are arranged alphabetically within each volume.
An excellent analytic index accompanies each guide - in Number 3
it covers 29 pages.

State Archivist Lucile M. Kane points out in the introduction the
strong emphasis on 20th century materials - over 70 per cent of the
entries - in Guide Number 3. She also notes that the vast collec-
tions, particularly political papers and business records, are a product
of this century. The papers of Hubert H. Humphrey alone cover 1,700
feet of shelving (not including the microfilm of his vice presidential
papers), and the records of the Northern Pacific Railway Co. and the
Great Northern Railway Co. require 13,800 feet of shelving. In
referring to this space problem, Kane points to the need for formulat-
ing "more discriminating appraisal standards as well as new techni-
ques for surveying, selection, accessioning, arranging, and describing
material."

Entries relating to the 19th century, particularly subjects popular
in the first two guides, are also present. Noteworthy are the fine
collections added since 1955 relating to pioneer life, fur trade, Civil
War, land, and agriculture. In fact some 19th century material is seen
in more abundance in Guide Number 3 than in earlier guides, particu-
larly papers relating to immigrants. Since single letters, brief remini-
scences, and oral history transcripts are not included in this guide, it
can be assumed that additional 19th century material is available, and
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although small in quantity it may be of high research value.
The index is outstanding. Researchers, however, would benefit from

an explanation of the authority file used - presumably the staff
has selected the subject headings rather than using Sears or Library
of Congress headings. As expected there is some inconsistency with
the previous guides, as through the years the use of "Negro" has
become "Afro-American" and improvements have been made such as
listing family genealogies under the family name rather than grouping
them under "genealogy."

One notable item in the index with a large increase in number of
entries is the subject "women." Guide Number 1 had no index refer-
ences to "women" although there were two entries listed for "women
suffrage." Guide Number 2 had nine entries under "women." The
1977 guide lists 232 entries with six additional women-related sub-
jects involving another 100 or so entries. This index heading has
been subdivided to include subjects such as "in politics" or "in
military" and types of collections such as "diaries" or "writings by."
It is the most complete index for women's sources I have found in a
published guide to collections. Only two women-related collections
apparently were not included in the index under "women": Maternity
Hospital (Minneapolis) and Buffalo Bird Women.

One other small ommission: the "Afro-Americans" heading in the
index does not include entires on Paul Robeson. Also, using the
subject heading "Indian" and then subdividing by tribal name may
have been preferable to indexing only under the tribal name since
some researchers are not familiar with the latter - however this is a
small complaint when only 29 pages of index are to be considered. For
some reason, the print in the index of my copy was much lighter than
the print for the entries, and therefore it was more difficult to read.

Both Lucas and Kane are to be complimented on their introductory
remarks which are informative as well as clear and brief. Lucas
succinctly describes the use of the guide, its inclusions and exclusions,
and informs the reader that more detailed inventories for the collec-
tions are available in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room or
may be purchased by mail. Kane points out the major acquisition
fields, the importance of transfer programs of noncurrent records, and
the continued policy of acquiring photocopies from other institutions.
She lists the major neglected areas of acquisitions, gaps being par-
tially filled through acquisitions by the network of eight regional
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research centers throughout the state. (These records are not entered
in this guide, thus revealing a strong emphasis on the urban center of
Minneapolis-St. Paul.) Kane's progress report in this introduction
should be read by archivists interested in the problems of 20th century
collecting and in the solutions being found at the Society.

Kane speaks "with a slight blush" when referring to the twenty-two
year period between the publication of the second and third guides,
but there is no need for this. The embarrassment belongs to those
major institutions who have not yet published a guide or to those who
have published only a single volume, having exhausted both staff and
budget in the process. Archivists should look at the simple, straight-
forward approach used here and be impressed at the low cost of $7.00.

Lynn Bonfield Donovan
Archival Consultant & Member

California Historical Publications & Records Commission

A Guide to Resources for the Study of the Recent History of the
United States in the Libraries of the University of Iowa, the State
Historical Society of Iowa, and in the Herbert Hoover Presidential
Library. Compiled by Boyd K. Swigger. Iowa City: The University of
Iowa Libraries, 1977. 283 pp. Index. $10.00.

The title of this guide indicates its general scope and purpose. To
accomplish its goal of better informing researchers, the guide follows
the organization of the Harvard Guide to American History, including
the same chapter titles and subchapter headings. There are intro-
ductory chapters on research methods and materials, chapters on
special subjects, and six chapters for main historical periods in the
twentieth century. This arrangement works well in the Harvard Guide,
where the subject and chronological chapters and subchapters are
confined to lists of publications. The arrangement is less satisfactory
in the Iowa guide, where chapters written in narrative form discuss
primary as well as secondary materials in each of three repositories.
As most archivists know, manuscript collections do not often lend
themselves to easy description along topical lines or, for many large
and important collections, within brief chronological periods such as
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"the Depression of 1919-21" or "the 1952 Election." These organiza-
tional problems are not substantially alleviated by the uneven index.

Other problems arise not so much from the arrangement of the
guide as from the failure of the compiler and his advisory board to
adhere closely to their own guideline to place emphasis on "unique
holdings and on documents and collections of unusual research
value." Although unique collections receive much attention, there are
many tedious references to numbers of published titles held by the
University of Iowa Library in particular subject areas. We learn, for
example (and 100 others could have been chosen), that the University
of Iowa Library has 154 of 160 books on Native Americans listed in
Section 20.11 of the Harvard Guide; 158 of the 160 books cited in
Donald McCoy's Calvin Coolidge: The Quiet President; more than
100 contemporary books on economic policy during the Truman
Administration; and 619 of 629 titles listed in section 10.3 of the
Harvard Guide relating to the 265 names in the Guide sections per-
taining to the 20th century, and 4,000 total biographies and writings
of these persons. Although such statistics may be of some interest to
prospective graduate students at the University of Iowa, this reviewer
doubts that such information warranted the use of scarce resources
which must have been used in compilation.

Despite the above reservations, this Guide should prove very useful
to researchers seeking topics in recent American history which can
be researched largely in the Iowa City area. The Iowa guide may also
save staff members of the cooperating repositories many hours of
written and oral explanation to researchers from more distant areas.
One hopes that the guide will be available in many libraries through-
out the country. The Hoover Library, the State Historical Society of
Iowa, the University of Iowa, and the University of Iowa Foundation,
which supported the project, deserve commendation for their joint
effort to make their combined holdings more widely known.

If not entirely successful as a model, this guide and others, such
as the recently published Guide to Historical Resources in Milwaukee
Area Archives, demonstrate the benefits of cooperation among histori-
cal records repositories.

Larry J. Hackman
National Historical Publications

and Records Commission



BOOK REVIEWS 63

Guide to the Seattle Archives Branch. Compiled by Richard Hobbs.
Seattle: General Services Administration, National Archives and
Records Service, 1977. 140 pp. Appendices. Paper. Free upon request
to FARC, 6125 Sand Point Way N.E., Seattle, WA 98115 or order
on fiche from ERIC.

This is an excellent example of obtaining a needed, useful product
by utilizing the talent of a student intern. Those directing the
archival intern program of Western Washington University at the
Seattle Archives Branch are to be commended for encouraging those
enrolled in the program to devote their time and effort to the produc-
tion of finding aids, exhibits, and other items which are of value to
the institutions and the researcher. Other institutions having archival
training programs could benefit by doing the same!

The Guide is divided into six parts: United States Government-
General; Records of the Legislative Branch; Records of the Judicial
Branch; Records of the Executive Branch; Records Relating to other
Governments; and Other Holdings. There are also six appendices
which include data on the ten other regional branches, chronological
and numerical lists of microfilm holdings, and a brief glossary.

Both the General Records and Legislative Records series contain
only microfilmed records, which are also available at the other ten
branches. However, in addition to about 200 rolls of microfilmed
records of the Supreme Court, the Seattle Branch has custody of
almost 6,000 cubic feet of textual records from the Federal Court
system (Record Group 21) in the states of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and
Washington for the years 1859-1973. Included in these files are data
on bankruptcy, land disputes, naturalization, and most other phases of
social and economic history. Court records are one of the most
underutilized records series available to the researcher. There are
several thousand rolls of microfilmed records of the Executive Branch
offices, including the census film for 1790-1900. Over 7,000 cubic
feet of textual records from various federal agencies in the states of
Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington are also available
for research in the Branch. Included are the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
1854-1952, which total 5,039 cubic feet; the Alaskan Territorial
Government, 1884-1958, which total 297 cubic feet; and the Bureau of
Land Management, 1841-1972, totaling 772 cubic feet. Some portions
of these and other series have finding aids for the researcher's use.
The explanation of the difference between and availability of
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"archives" and "records center" series is well done.
Since being issued, the loan restrictions listed on pages 3 and 64

relating to borrowing of the 1900 census microfilm have been removed
and rolls may be obtained on inter-library loan. There is no explanation
as to why some federal agency records from Montana offices are at
the Seattle Branch and others are in the Denver Branch. This is due
to a change in regional boundaries in 1971 which placed Montana in
the Denver region but which did not transfer those records already
housed in Seattle.

Those having microfiche facilities may desire to obtain a copy of the
guide on fiche from ERIC or the Washington State Archives in
Olympia.

Bruce C. Harding
Washington State University

A Bibliography on Historical Organization Practices: Care and Con-
servation of Collections. Compiled by Rosemary S. Reese and Edited
by Frederick L. Rath, Jr. and Merrilyn Rogers O'Connell. Nashville:
American Association for State and Local History, 1977. viii + 107 pp.
Appendix and index. Cloth. $7.50, members; $10.00, non-members.

This is the second volume of the projected series, A Bibliography
on Historical Organization Practices, which developed out of the 1966
publication by the New York State Historical Association of NYSHA
Selective Reference Guide to Historic Preservation. Four years later
this first comprehensive bibliography was much expanded into a hard-
cover edition, Guide to Historic Preservation, Historical Agencies,
and Museum Practices: A Selective Bibliography. In 1971, the
National Museum Act, administered by the Smithsonian Institution,
granted funds to continue and expand the bibliographic project,
envisioned as a continuing record of all significant references in the
field. The wealth of available writings made publication of a single-
volume bibliography impractical, if not impossible, prompting the
current format of a set of separate volumes on the several topics
considered in the two earlier editions of the NYSHA bibliographic
guides. The first volume of the new series, published in 1975 by the
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American Association for State and Local History, is a selective
bibliography of publications relating to historic preservation, historic
buildings and sites, preservation law, and urban development and
redevelopment.

The second volume of the series concentrates on resources for the
care and conservation of paintings, documents, books, photographs,
and museum artifacts. There are chapters on general reference and
conservation organizations, the philosophy, history and principles of
conservation, conservation laboratories and their instrumentation,
and the training of conservators. Following the entries relating to
general considerations, conservation theory and training, the book
considers environmental factors in conservation, including security,
packing and shipping, and disasters. The last four chapters of the
book are devoted to technical resources. The first of these deals
with the techniques of conservation of library materials: the books,
manuscripts, maps, photographs and sound recordings of particular
concern to the archivist and librarian. Through these first 48 pages,
the publication is a reference tool every bit as vital to the adminis-
trator and professional staff of the historical library or archives as to
the curator of the museum or art gallery, the conservator or restorer.

The three final chapters, however, are directed to the conservation
of paintings, works of art on paper, and museum objects. Many of
the publications listed are highly technical and specialized, and
although these sections are fine comprehensive bibliographies, the lay-
man is well-advised to leave the technical procedures to the pro-
fessional restorer. The literature is often fascinating, but the tech-
niques call for craft skills as well as scientific and technical knowledge
beyond the ken of the amateur. A few guides for the uninitiated
are mentioned in these later chapters, such as: Carolyn Keck's How to
Take Care of Your Pictures: A Primer of Practical Information and
A Handbook on the Care of Paintings; and everyone's basic manual,
Curatorial Care of Works of Art on Paper by Anne F. Clapp. The
editors also acknowledge that many procedures can be performed by
archivists and librarians "who have acquired, at workshops or seminars
or through special courses, the necessary background for under-
standing what to do and what not to do." Per E. Guldbeck's The
Care of Historical Collections: A Conservation Handbook for the Non-
Specialist is recommended for the basic reference shelf as is Harold J.
Plenderleith and A.E.A. Werner's very technical, conservator-oriented,
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The Conservation of Antiquities and Works of Art: Treatment, Repair
and Restoration.

The editors point with justifiable pride to that section of the book
titled the "Basic Reference Shelf," which "includes volumes, booklets
and reprinted articles that should be part of the working library of
every organization and individual involved in the care of collections,"
and from which one could pick and choose those volumes and articles
pertinent to his collections. It is not a basic reference shelf in the sense
that all the volumes listed are of value for every depository; it is too
general, perhaps, for any depository to stop with the publications
listed there relating to its collection. Unfortunately, a few standard
books are not mentioned in the basic reference list, including Peter
Waters' Procedures for Salvage of Water-Damaged Library Materials.
This publication is of at least potential interest to every librarian and
archivist, and may, in fact, become a vital reference in the event of a
disaster. It would be helpful to have read it beforehand and to have at
hand if needed. (This title does appear elsewhere in the book.) Also,
the basic list could have been strengthened for librarians and archi-
vists if, in addition to Carolyn Horton's Cleaning and Preserving
Bindings and Related Materials, Douglas Cockerell's textbook for
bookbinders and librarians had been added here, even though it, too, is
listed elsewhere in the bibliography.

The scope of the book is selective, emphasizing publications released
after 1945. Older and superseded references found in the earlier one-
volume editions of the bibliography have been purged, and articles
published in "obscure or unattainable" periodicals have not been
included in the 1977 edition. However, seminal and definitive works
published before the 1945 cutoff date are noted.

In sum, the editors and compiler of Care and Conservation of
Collections have put together a very usable bibliography. The 20-page
index is a work of art. Derived from a punchcard retrieval system
anticipating future conversion to computerization, it is "deliberately
comprehensive, so that most obscure references, coauthors, editors, or
even allusions can be tracked down easily." All entries for books
and pamphlets follow Library of Congress main headings and include
necessary annotations. The same reference may appear in more than
one chapter so as to be included under all applicable headings. Litera-
ture on the care and conservation of the collections entrusted for
preservation to the archivist, librarian and curator is burgeoning.
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This selective, up-to-date, carefully edited and annotated bibliography,
therefore, is a "positive good" for the practicing archivist or librarian.

Joanne Stranberg Hohler
State Historical Society of Wisconsin

The Wright Brothers Collection: A Guide to the Technical, Business
and Legal, Genealogical, Photographic, and Other Archives at Wright
State University, Dayton, Ohio. By Patrick B. Nolan and John A.
Zamonski. New York: Garland Publishing, 1977. 187 pp. Illustrations,
appendix, and index. Cloth. $19.00

Wilbur and Orville Wright of Dayton, Ohio, successfully designed
the first flying machine, which flew four times on December 17, 1903
on the beach at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. The co-authors clearly
describe the provenance of their collection in the preface to this
guide. After Wilbur Wright's death in 1948, the executors gave the
collection to the Library of Congress, which selected material for
shipment from Dayton to Washington. The Wright State Collection,
therefore, includes about 6,000 items of books, documents, photo-
graphs, and memorabilia rejected by the Library of Congress in addi-
tion to negative photostats of some materials in the Library of Con-
gress collection.

This guide to the Wright Brothers Collection at Wright State
University in Dayton, Ohio provides researchers with an annotated
container list and an excellent list of the photographs in the collec-
tion. Researchers seeking reproductions of photographs can browse
through this list and easily select those images they would like copied;
although the guide fails to mention restrictions on copying, the care
with which the photographic list has been compiled implies that the
university will make and sell copies.

However, this volume does not follow the Society of American
Archivists' guidelines for finding aids to archival collections. While
the annotations to the container list entries admirably indicate the
quantity of items in a file folder, their condition, or their importance,
there is no historical sketch of the Wright Family. Since a portion
of the manuscripts, genealogical papers, and photographs document
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the family in extensive detail, the guide should present a brief over-
view of family interrelationships, accomplishments, and important
dates. To indicate the confusion that arises, note on page 1, item
number 1 in the list of technical books, an 1845 German language
text autographed by Susan Koerner; not until page 66 does a caption to
a composite family photograph indicate that Susan Koerner Wright
was the mother of Wilbur and Orville Wright. The guide also lacks
a scope and content section, which would have provided an overview
to and analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the collection.
Comments in the preface and notes to sections of the container
list attempt with little success to overcome this defect. For example,
on page 59 begins the annotated container list of the Milton Wright
papers and genealogical files; Milton was the father of Wilbur and
Orville Wright. The series title has an asterisk leading researchers
to a biographical note concerning Milton Wright; the last sentence of
the note indicates that he was "active in a scandal." Not until page
72 can one learn of the nature of the scandal and Wright's part in
exposing wrongdoing. The guide abounds in similar teasers of inade-
quate information on one topic scattered about.

Obviously Nolan and Zamonski expended great effort in preparing
this collection and compiling the processor's notes. It is unfortunate
that they concluded their efforts before preparing a standard finding
aid with all the necessary components. The index to persons,
places, and selected subjects, while thorough, cannot overcome the
basic deficiency of this volume. In sum, this guide, which is number
76 in the series, Garland Reference Library of the Humanities, is as
incomplete and unprofessional as others in the series. Let us hope that
the authors learn from their mistakes in this volume and do not
repeat them. And the publisher, in charging $19 for a cloth-bound
offset of a typed document prepared on an IBM typewriter, is
charging an excessive price.

Eleanor McKay
Memphis State University
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Transcribing and Editing Oral History. By Willa K. Baum. Nashville:
American Association for State and Local History, 1977. 128 pp.
Includes 33'/3 RPM record. $6.75.

Of the growing number of "how-to-do-it" books on oral history, this
manual, based on Willa Baum's extensive experience as head of the
Regional Oral Hisotry Office of the University of California's Bancroft
Library, is to date the most complete and explicit, within its clearly
defined limits. And one of its chief beauties is that it does accomplish
just what it sets out to do - to present an authoritative and detailed
guide to the processing of oral history.

Setting aside for the moment the other three steps in oral history -
creating, caring for, and using - Willa Baum deals here exclusively
with processing, which she defines broadly as including both trans-
cribing and editing. She further declares at the outset certain premises
about the nature of a majority of oral history projects - those to
which this book is principally directed. She assumes first that the
program is "underfunded and understaffed," second that community
use is a primary goal with specific academic research secondary, and
third that the information "is primarily about historical events, insti-
tutions, places, persons, and ways of life, and only secondarily about
how the narrators feel about life or how they relate to the interviewer."

From this base, and starting with the moment that the tape recorder
is turned off at the conclusion of the interview, the author proceeds in
an orderly way through each successive processing step. In many
instances choices of methods are introduced, problems and pitfalls
are identified, and recommendations for possible solutions offered.
Much more, too, than just transcribing and editing is discussed. Tape
auditing, the narrator's review, illustrative material, final typing and
assembling, and indexing are each dealt with in turn and in detail.
Even questions of legal agreements and copyright are considered, and
the book concludes with the choice of a depository and the presenta-
tion of the bound volume to the narrator. Further, the author does not
stop with simple discussion of methods and processes. At significant
points all along the way she gives illustrative examples and samples to
clarify the steps she describes, with the ultimate example being the
included 33'/3 RPM recording of the transcription shown on pages
31-33, which allows the reader to hear the voices as he notes the
editorial marking of the sample transcript.
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Central to the discussion in this book, of course, is the assumption
that a transcript is desirable and should be made. Willa Baum presents
her reasons for deciding in favor only briefly and as though obvious.
Some readers may take exception here. She does, however, recognize
the pressure - usually financial, she says - on some projects not to
transcribe, and for these she offers a few suggestions on what to trans-
cribe, what not to transcribe, and how to index the tape.

The usefulness of Willa Baum's book for many infant oral history
projects - especially the community based, volunteer programs at
which it is aimed - is, of course, apparent. The need for such a guide
has become increasingly clear as the application of oral history tech-
niques has grown. But does it have value for the already established,
ongoing program? I believe yes. While much of the ground covered
may sound familiar, a thoughtful reading of this book can hardly fail
to generate a fresh appraisal of the procedures for any project, which
in turn may stimulate new ideas and constructive changes. Moreover,
taken by themselves, the section on advice to the transcriber and the
chapters on legal agreements and on indexing provide useful reference
guides, as does the topical annotated bibliography. Provided one keeps
in mind that there are no rigid rules for any phase of oral history -
each program must determine for itself what its own goals and
methods will be - and notes that the author makes no pretense that
the methods described here are the only ones - just that they have
worked for her - then I believe this book can serve as a concrete and
practical yardstick against which to measure oral history programs,
new or established.

Donna Taylor Hartshorne
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Preserving Yesterday for Tomorrow: A Guide to the Archives of the
Lutheran Church in America By Joel W. Lundeen. Chicago: Lutheran
Church in America, 1977.

One of the benefits of getting a grant to develop an archival collection
is that a report has to be written. The Lutheran Church in America
(LCA) received such a grant in 1972. The present volume is the result
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of five years of work by Joel W. Lundeen, a librarian-turned-archivist
whose library training is clearly evident in the way the report is
organized and whose dedication to the archival task is evident in the
way he molded many disparate elements into a single coherent
information storage and retrieval agency.

The LCA, formed by a merger in 1963, is the largest of the three
major Lutheran church bodies in America and has been the last to call
a full-time archivist. Among the antecedent church bodies there had
been gathered some strong ethnic collections and some strong regional
archives, some of which have been consolidated into the LCA Archives
and some of which have not. One of the strengths of the present
volume is that the relationships among the various regional, ethnic
and national archival repositories of the LCA are neatly spelled out. In
addition, in the 81 pages of introduction, Lundeen gives his concept
of what archives should be, rules of access to his holdings, and the
service the LCA Archives is prepared to render.

The best part of this book is the bibliography. Not only does the
author include a comprehensive bibliography on the LCA and its
constituent and antecedent synods, but he also includes in the inven-
tory for each record group the most significant secondary literature
on the subject.

The weakest part of this book is the archival inventory itself -
largely because it is immediately out of date. But is is helpful to know
how the LCA Archives is organized. I do not like his record grouping
(perhaps because it is different from the way I do mine) but if it
provides a place for all the records he receives, and he is able to find
records when asked, it is a good system. The only other thing I do not
like is that after the introduction (pp. 1-81) there is no further
pagination in the book! By and large, however, this is an indispensable
tool for anyone studying Lutheranism in America.

Robert C. Wiederaenders
Wartburg Theological Seminary
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CONTRIBUTORS
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Readable Numeric Data for the Social Sciences." The course is designed
for archivists, librarians, and historians. This paper developed out of
an address entitled "Appraisal Standards for Accessioning Machine
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