























































































































location:

Brazos Santiago is an island six miles long with
an average breadth of one and a half miles. It is
near the mouth of the Rio Grande River and separated
from the main land in that direction by a narrow pass
or straight called Boca Chica. On the north of Brazos
Sentiago Island is the famous Padre lsland which
stretches along the coast as far as Corpus Christi -
a hundred miles or more on the west a famous light
house of Pt. Isabel - five miles distant marks the
spot where Gen, Taglor 8 Army landed when he made his
base of supplies.

Brazos Santiago was the base of supplies of the United
States forces on the Rio Grande River. It took on the ap~
pearance of business and importance with the construction of
large warehouses and wharves where vessels could approach
and unload their cargoes. The army had built a railroad
from the Brazos wharf to Boca Chica which was to be extended
la.ter.74 Johnson's account of the supply base agrees with’
fhis portion of General Sheridan's memoirs:

Then came the feeding and caring for all the

troops - a difficult matter, for those at Vicitoris

and San Antonio had to be provisioned overland -

while the supplies for the forces of Brownsville and

along the Rio Grande must come by the way of Brazos

Santiago from which point I was obliged to construct,

with the labor of men a railroad ?g Clarksville, a
distance of about eighteen miles.

73Letter from Thomas 8. Johnson €0 the Johnson Family,
Oxford, Wisconsin, dated September 19, 1865, Brazos Santiago,
Texas.

74Ibidog Pe 2.

75Sheridan; Personal Memoirs of P. H. Sheridan,'gg.
cit., p. 213, . .
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Johnson continued to be concerned about the welfare
of the troops in his new regiment. He remarked that a number
of colored women had come along as léundresses and cooks.
Most of them were wives of eniisted men but upon investigation
Johnson found that several were living with men who were not
lawfully their husbands. Colonel Hart, Commander of the 36th
Regiment issued a special order that this way of life could
not be allowed and that the parties were to be married.76 In
obedience to Colonel Hart's order, three couples presented
themselves té Johnson for marrisge. On October 26, 1865, he
marfied Mr, Oscar Miller to Miss Mahala Miller and Mr. Henry
Morgan to Miss Ann Hur. On October 27th, he performed similar
services for Mr., Charles Brook and Miss Julia Atweed. These
were the first weddings that Johnson performed at Brazos

ud These weddings were festive affairs., The

Santiago.
bands played, the regiment paraded, and everyone dressed in
gala costume., At one such wedding Johnson was particularly
pleased with himself beceuse he thought he had performed the
ceremony exceptionally well, but his colonel came up and said,
"Chaplain, you omitted one part - you did not salute the

bride.“78

76 ommson, Hand Book, op. cit., October 31, 1865.
Mes. -
T8¢aroline S. Jomnson Notes, op. cit., p. 1.
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Johnson had purchased a horse in the early part of
January, 1866, from one of the second lieutenants in the
regiment. The bill of sale described the horse as a brown
Mexican horse about twelve hands high, seven years o0ld with
a small white stripe on his forehead.79 For relaxation he
took long horseback rides along the beach. He learned to
converse in Spanish in order to speak with the Mexicans.80
During the remainder of his stay éx Brazos Santiago he wrote
in his reports that the morale of the men had improved and
the attendance at both chapel and school was lérge. In
describing the school, Johnson related:

The school of the soldiers is well attended and
promises to accomplish much good. The men are earnest
in learning that which will fit them for their duties
in the new relations they will occupy in civil life
and have been very successful thus far. A large
number of men have learned to read well and many are
studying arithmetic and geography this winter. A
considerable attention has been paid to writing by
the attendants of the school and some already write -
& plain and regular hand.S81
By the spring and summer of 1866, the troops were

remarkably healthy and comfortably quartered. A state of
well-being existed in the regiment. The regiment remained

on guard and fatigue duty while Company I had detached to

798111 of Sale, Brazos Santiago, January. 10, 1866.
8oCaroline Se Johnéonzﬂotes, Op. 2;3;
81Johnson, Hand Book, op. cit., January, Februa:y,.1866.
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Corpus Cristi and Compahy G had transferred to Galveston.
In the latter part of the summer of 1866, Johnson noted that
some of the soldiers were being mustered out of the service
because their term of service was over, ‘The men were saving =
their money and since March they had depoéits of over $16,000
in the various branches of the Freedmen's Bahk. The régiment
remained on guard and fatigue duty and were kept busy repair~ -
ing storm damage to a large part.of the railroad.>?

Toward the end of August, Asiatic cholera appeared

among the troops. Although much effort was made to contain
the disease, twenty-six soidiers of the regiment fell victim
%o it. Johnson did not indicate whether these figures were
deaths or illnesses. Interest and attendance at the school
remained high in spite'of the disease., Religion seemed to
have revived in the regiment. Johnson wrote: _

The religious services of the Sabbath and of the
weekday evenings have been attended with great in-
terest during this month, The revival of religion
that began early in July has been continued with un-
gﬁ?iﬁ%?h%d povwer and many have converted to Jesus
In compliance with Special Orders 18, Headquarters

District of Texas, dated October 12, 1866, at Galveston,

Texas, the 36th Regiment was ordered to be mnateredrout of

82Ibid., March, April, May, June, dJuly, August, 1866

8322&2-: Angust, September 30. 1866.
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service on October 28, 1866, at Brazos Santiago. The
Regiment was ordered to Portsmouth, Virginia to be paid and
finelly discharged.®* Johnson was discharged with the
regiment on October 28, 1866, and awaited transportation to
New Orleans and Portsmouth, Virginia. (See Figure 10)""

841bid., October 31, 1866.




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

At the end of his career Johnson again received
praise from the men who had served with him - this time
from the 36th Regiment} United States Colored Troops. The
commanding officer, Colonel Hari, described him as a man of
Christian zeal and fidelity who carried out his duties to
the regiment‘ ,

Chaplain Johnson has endeavored sid] himself to
us all by his efficient labor in behalf of our reli-
gious and moral welfare; especially to the enlisted
men of his regiment has he been a warm fg%end, a wige
counsellor, and en efficient instructor.

In an official report written by Major C. P. Heichhold,
Surgeon in Chief Second Division, 25th Army Corps, Johnson
was mentioned for his zeal and care for the sick and wounded.

The report stated: - |

To Chaplain Johnson, One hundred and twenty-
seventh U.S. Colored Troops, I am also under deep
obligations for his untiring attention and care in
providing for their wants, thus placing him in gtrong
contrast with other chaplains of the division.8
The Negro soldiers who had served with Johnson did

not forget what he had done for them. They wrote long

85Letter from Col. Hart, Commander 36th Regiment,
United States Colored TrooPB, dated October 27, . 1866 Brazos

Santiago, Texas.
86yar of the Rebellion: 4 Compilation of the Official

Records of the Uhion and Confederate Armies, §§. eit., p. 1230—

1251,
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letters expressing their gratitude and telling him that they
had found their new knowledge or reading and writing helpful
in obtaining jobs and new homes.87 One such letter written
$0 him read:

Sir Mr. Chaplain:

It is with pleasure that I teke this opportunity
of writing you a few lines to.let you know that I am
at this time thanks the Lord. And I hope that these
few lines may find you well and enjoying good health
as I am enjoying thanks the Lord! I hope the Lord
will be with you and bless you for showing me how to -
read and spell for I love to learn! Sir I wish to
learn your name if you please.

Nothing more to sag your respectfully friend
Joseph Brunch, Co. B.S

When Johnson finally returned %o Wisconsin there were two
bushels of similar letters awaiting him.89
Johnson vacationed in Newark, New Jersey, after his
discharge from the army. In a letter to his sister he told
of visiting friends and relatives and.in general he was en-
joying himself. He had been asked to preach in Blairstown
on December 30, 1866, so that his afrivai home was delayed
until January. As for his future, he was aomewhat uncertain.

He wrote:

87Caroline 5. Johnson Notes, op. cit.

BBLetter to Johnson, Brazos Santiago, Texas, October
26, 1865 from Joseph Brunch = Co. B. : .

89Ca.roline S. Johnson Notes, op. ¢cit.
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I am sometimes tempted to seek a position in the

Army again - However it is best to be patient and

wait -~ I can afford to take a little vacation after

nearly three years of service.?

In January 1867, Johnson returned to his home at
Oxford, Wisconsin. Later that year he became pastor of the
Assembly Presbyterian Church in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. He
served in that capacity for a half-century until his retire
ment in 1917. In the years of Civil strife he performed as
a soldier who bélieved deeply in the Union cause. A8 a
Christian chaplain he dedicated himself to helping his fellow

man regardless of color at a time so crucial for the Negro.o'.

90Letter to Sister Caroline - December 14, 1866, from
Thomas S. Johnson, Newark, New Jersey.

91Notes on Thomas S. Johnson apers. Dr. D. C. Jones.
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