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PREFACE 

Yesterday is history. Today, man looks toward tomorrow 

and surise, for hope is his eternal prerogative. But 

civilized man, hoisting his sail of hope in the stream of 

time, has a degree of confidence. He is provisioned with 

the motor of knowledge to hold steacrhis course from yester

day toward tomorrow--the winds of chance are unpredictable.  

Man's behavior reflects the content of his mind. How 

significant, then, is education--the feeding of man's mind! 

Man's mind is the battle prize in this present war of 

opposed ideologies, and the battle is raging furiously. In 

some world-areas, the democratic way of life is an empty 

cant--the light is blotted out. Physical action, in the 

form of open hostilities, engendered by Communism, has 

ensued. In other areas, where democracy is viewed with 

skepticism, the light is flickering. Where the democratic 

way of life is every man's pledge, that pledge is a torch.  

So that the light can burn on, Democracy's first 

long-range focus must be on education--this feeding of the 

mind--with the ideals and principles of the free way of 

life for the individual.  

What more accessible approach than through the door 

opening to the American Story--man in his subjugation, 
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man in his struggle, man in his translation of the barbaric 

into the civilized--yesterday, today, and tomorrow? 

Democracy exacts an intelligent, patriotic, useful 

citizenry. What deeper, richer reservoir can be plumbed 

than that of history, to contribute to poignant appreci

ation for and illuminated understanding of the present and 

the future? 

To these objectives, the historical societies--some 

1000 across the land--are dedicated. They are telling the 

American Story to an audience of thousands in a thousand 

ways, but they must reach even larger numbers and gain 

further support.  

It is the aim of this study to consider the public 

relations program of the State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin, in comparison with the public relations pro

grams of other historical societies, to ascertain how 

the story is being told and what lines of action appear 

feasible for broadening the base of public support.  

There has been little attempt in this study to consider 

the public relations of the library, research, and archives 

functions of any historical society, except to suggest 

their public service aspects.  

Questionnaires were submitted to sixty-two historical 

societies (which number includes a scattering of organi

zations functioning as historical societies) throughout 

the country, selected as a sample. No replies were re

ceived to nineteen questionnaires. Of the forty-three



replies, including pamphlet and bulletin materials, 

twenty-nine were deemed to be usable in the comparative 

study.  

Since there exists no written history of the 

Wisconsin Society to-date and little printed information 

on the Society's public relations, personal interview 

supplied much of the information, secondary sources fur

nishing material on the historical background of the 

Society.  

It is hoped that the opinions set forth in this 

study will be construed in the light that they are in

tended--a frank, Impersonal interpretation of Society 

policies and programs, as the writer sees them. The 

writer admits a short acquaintance with the historical 

society and does not submit this study as a definitive, 

comprehensive panacea for the ills of historical society 

public relations, but rather, as a survey, which, it is 

hoped, will be suggestive.  

Among those whose time and effort made possible this 

study are: Yrofessor Scott M. Cutlip, School of Journalism, 

University of Wisconsin; Dr. Clifford L. Lord, Director, 

the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, and his staff-

Miss Dora M. Drews, supervisor of Public Contacts; 

Mrs. Mary Touhy Ryan, Supervisor of School Services; 

Mr. John W. Jenkins, Chief Curator; Dr. W. H. Glover and 

Mr. Raymond S. Sivesind, Field Representatives; Dr. Doris 

Platt, Miss Livia Appel, and Miss Lillian Krueger, Editors;



Professor John R. Barton and Professor Arthur F. Wileden, 

Rural Sociology Department, University of Wisconsin; 

Professor Robert E. Gard, Director of the Wisconsin Idea 

Theater; Mr. Charles F. Schuller, Assistant Director, 

Bureau of Visual Instruction, Extension Division, 

University of Wisconsin; Dean George C. Sellery, a member 

of the Board of Curators; and directors and personnel of 

the state historical societies who so willingly completed 

the questionnaires and supplied supplementary material.  

To these persons and to the office girls of the Wisconsin 

Society, the writer expresses her sincere appreciation.  

The writer is especially grateful to Mr. Lavergne 

Becker, United States Geological Survey, Madison, 

Wisconsin, for his accomplished drafting of illustrations 

embodied in this study.
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INTRODUCTION

"'History,' Mr. EHenry] Ford assures us, 'is bunk,"'

yet we hear repeated today, the words of John Adams, 

spoken on his deathbed: "'Thomas Jefferson still survives '" 

The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, recently published, reveal 

Jefferson as the "central figure in American history--and 

if freedom and democracy survive in our generation" per

haps the "central figure in modern history."
2 

A New York Times survey reveals that "an overwhelming 

majority of the nations's key educators believe that it 

[American history) is necessary to enable students to be

come better citizens.03 

Charles E. Bohlen, Counselor of the Department of 

State, has said: 

History has placed upon us as great a responsibility 
for the future of the world as was ever placed upon 
any nation in history. Such responsibility demands 
from us a maturity of judgment and a sound under
standing of history far beyond anything we have been 
forced to do in our favored past. We can no longer 
afford the luxury of the role of an observer. The 
United States in effect is now an active partici
pant, in fact, the leading participant in world 
affairs. 4 

In further contradiction to Mr. Ford, Bryce recalls 

that "when the American Republic began its national life 

with the framing and adoption of the Federal Constitution 

in 1787-'89, the only materials which history furnished to
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its founders were those which the republics of antiquity 

had provided, so it was to these materials that both those 

founders and the men of the First French Revolution con

stantly recurred for examples to be followed or avoided.45 

Possibly Mr. Ford's impression of history stemmed from 

that unfortunate, all too common classroom treatment of 

history as a "dead" subject, colorless and boring, devital

ized by texts akin to old almanacs. The historians of 

yesteryear, such as Hume, Gibbons, and Robertson were con

cerned with external events, neglecting to penetrate under

lying and ultimately determining conditions; Macaulay and 

Bancroft lacked design and proportion, so that their work 

fits in no general scheme--"it's neither literature or 

history. 46 

Darwin's Origin of the Species in 1859 resulted in 

the study of men and human events "as the logical outcome 

of a long and complicated natural process in which the 

two leading factors are environment and continuity, and 

the result, evolution." Therefore, "human history has 

become part of a comprehensive cosmogony, and its area 

vastly extended,"7 human nature being the invariable 

cons tant.  

From a conception of history as a representation of 

political events, each pigeon-holed in a segregated niche 

of time, we have come to enlarge our view of history to 

include, as suggested by Frederick Jackson Turner, social, 

cultural and intellectual developments irrevocably joined



in points of time and space.  

"History, in this study, then, is used to denote 

"history-as-actuality,* defined by Charles A. Beard as 

"all that has been felt, thought, imagined, said, and done 

by human beings as such and in relation to one another and 

to their environment since the beginning of mankind's oper

ations on this planet."8 

Since "a culture is the sum of all of the activities 

of all the people who compose a nation,"9 it is apparent 

that history is the story of that culture--that way of 

life, or, more exactly, the status quo of that civiliza

tion.  

"The specific content of what constitutes progress or 

decline would constitute a specific people's conception of 

civilization."10 Charles A. Beard points out that this 

idea of civilization [in the United States] , in a com

posite formulation, embraces a conception of history as 

a struggle of human beings in the world for individual 

and social perfection--for the good, the true, the beau

tiful--against ignorance, disease, the harshness of 

physical nature, the forces of barbarism in individuals 

and in society.lI 

What man has, has come by struggle; what man cares to 

keep, will be retained by struggle, what man gains in the 

future, will be won by struggle.  

No man can avoid history. R...'Every man,' as 

Sancho Panca remarked (Don Quixote), 'is as heaven made



him, and sometimes a great deal worse'--sometimes, too, a 

great deal better; it depends partly on his own efforts, 

partly on the traditions, the beliefs, the codes, the 

philosophy of life that happen to be current in the 

society into which he was born. 12 Enmeshed in a network 

of social institutions--tae family, school, church an 

state--to a greater or lesser degree, consciously or uncon

sciously, man both absorbs and reflects the traditions 

(influences of the past) whicn these institutions represent.  

"No man lives unto himself alone..." and "without society, 

with its cultural heritage, man would be a beast."13 

Man cannot avoid history. He can form no judgment 

respecting his present or his future without reference to 

some earlier event. Further, by virtue of his activities 

in society, man himself makes history--he is an actor in 

an unfinished epic, playing to the audience of the future.  

As such, he is socially accountable for his performance.  

Although, as Huxley says, man, with relation, to the 

universe, is little more than a mathematical point, he has 

the capacity for thought by which to frame for himself 

symbolic conceptions, or stereotypes, of the vast unknown.
14 

As his knowledge of the past increases, that knowledge 

will replace stereotypes with facts; it will cause him 

gradually to discard some traditions and impose upon him 

new ways of thinking, for "time, whose tooth gnaws away 

everything else, is powerless against truth."1 5 

H. G. Wells has stated that civilization is a race



between education and catastrophe.1 6  In a Democracywhere 

man is a voluntary participator, upon the quality and 

degree of his moral and intellectual participation, 

Democracy will stand or fall. His participation depends 

on his interest in, based on an understanding of, his way 

of life.  

Man's way of life, in this American machine age of 

speed and complexity, is encircled by whirlpools of dis

tractions. He is confused. He has need of paths on 

solid ground whereby he can stand sufficiently tall above 

the whirlpools to see the past, present and futre con

verge in one horizon.  

Public, non-partisan agencies for adult education are 

the paths above the whirlpools, and the historical society, 

an association "of individuals organized primarily to 

collect, preserve, and make available the materials for 

the history of the United btates or a section of it," 1 7 

is such an agency. It is such an agency because basic 

attitudes for good citizenship--self-respect, social con

cern, responsibility, scientific viewpoint, creativeness-

begin at home on the local level. The historical society, 

projecting before the local citizen the story of the 

American Way, by local language and local illustration, 

can instill these citizenship attitudes colorfully and 

effectively--inject them into his bloodstream.  

Since only in comparatively recent years has the 

school curriculum recognized and included local history,
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there are scores of adults ignorant of their community 

background. The historical society can compensate for 

such deficiency, and resultantly, the citizen's knowledge 

of his own community will broaden into understanding of 

and interest in other communities and ultimately, the 

national community. Insofar as history itself is signif

icant, the historical society is significant, concerned as 

it is with the materials of history--the flesh and blood 

of the American Story.  

Man understands only that history which he has 

experienced in his own past and which continues to live 

and have meaning for him in his present--that history in 

his bloodstream, feeding his mind and heart. Therefore, 

the story must be kept current; it must be vitalized and 

enlivened; it must attract and hold the attention of the 

average American--the man-on-the-street. The man-on-the

street must hear, for he makes up the bulk of the public.  

His vote decides who will administer the government--from 

the president of the nation, to the alderman in the town 

ward. To fulfill his citizenship duties, the man-on-the

street must have an understanding of and love for the 

American Way. In addition, the man-on-the-street, be

cause of his numbers, can form a larger audience for the 

historical society than any other public, and the 

society needs his support.  

Who is this man-on-the-street, this average citizen? 

First of all, he is a social creature, interested in



himself and in other people more than in things. He has 

a simple mind and is more likely to respond to emotional 

interest and action than to logic and symbols. Most of 

his ideas proceed from visual impressions--he likes a 

good show. He will want his history in a colorful pack

age. Reaching this man is not easy, and the historical 

society is only one of many agencies which share the re

sponsibility of developing in every strata of American 

society a strong spirit of loyalty to the American Way.  

Lacking financial support, a historical society can

not exist or operate effectually, and to gain such 

support, the society must first create a public opinion 

favorable to its policy and program. A sympathetic, 

receptive audience cannot be won overnight. It can be 

won only by a long-range program of activities, per

sistently publicized and designed to win the goodwill 

of its publics. Like a business corporation, the his

torical society has a product to sell. The product 

must be one that the public is willing to pay for--there 

must be value received, in addition, a market must be 

created, the product advertised, and good business sense 

exercised.  

The historical society has audiences other than the 

man-on-the-street, to satisfy--scholars, civic leaders, 

educational institutions--smaller public segments which 

supposedly mold opinion. Since *historical societies 

can exist only where there is considerable interest in



cultural institutions," 18 it is to these publics that the 

society owes its first allegiance. Their support has 

made possible whatever accomplishments the society has 

attained and whatever services it has rendered. But the 

man-on-the-street cannot be overlooked. History as a 

product saleable to the whole public, for the public in

terest, is the consideration of this study, for "'no man 

is fit to be entrusted with the control of the PRESENT 

who is ignorant of the PAST, and no People who are in

different to their PAST need hope to make their FUTURE 

great. '"19



Footnotes for INTRODUCTION 

1 Aldous Huxley, Music At Night (London, 1949), p. 153.  

2 Henry Steele Commager, "'Thomas Jefferson Still 

Survives,'" The New York Times Book Review, May 21, 1950, 
p. 17.  

6 "Study of U.S. History Gains As More Colleges 
Require it," The New York Times, April 17, 1950, p. 1.  

1 4 Charles E. Bohlen, "The European Recovery Program," 
The Wisconsin Blue Book (Madison, 1948), p. 110.  

b James Bryce, Modern Democracies (New York, 1921),I, 3.  

6 Charles Francis Adams, Historians and Historical 

Societies (Cambridge, Mass., 1899), p. 20.  

7 Ibid., p. 12.  

8 Charles A. Beard, "Grounds for a Reconsideration 
of Historiography," Theory and Practice in Historical 
Study: A Report of the Committee On Historiography 
(Socil Science Research Council; New York, 1946), p. 5ff.  

9 Brooks Atkinson, "In Defense of American 
'Materialism'," The New York Times Magazine, April 16, 
1950, p. 12.  

10 Charles A. Beard and Sydney Hook, "froblems of 
Terminology in Historical Writing," Theory and Fractice 
in Historical S:tudy A Report of the Committee n.  
Historiograph (Social Science Research Council; 
N Y6rk, 1946), p. 119.  

11 Ibid.  

12 Aldous Huxley, froper Studies (London, 1927), p.271.  

13 Peter Odegard, The American eublic Mind (New York, 

1930), pp. 27, 31.



xvi 

14 Thomas Henry Huxley, American Addresses (New York, 
1900), p. 1.  

15 Thomas Henry Huxley, Methods and Results (New York, 
1899), p. 255.  

16 Odegard, op. cit., p. 77.  

17 Leslie Whittaker Dunlap, American Historical 
Societies (Madison, 1944), p. vii.  

18 Ibid., p. 15.  

19 Horace Bailey Carroll, The Junior Historians 

Movement in the Public Schools (Bulletins of The American 
Association for State and Local History; Montpelier, 
Vermont), I, No. 12 (February, 1947), 348, 349.



CHAPTER I

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AS AN INSTITUTION 

OF AMERICAN CULTURE 

A Yankee, it has been said, will treat you equably 

provided he knows your grandfather, for the New Englander 

has an ingrained reverence for forebears. This trait, 

together with respect for schooling and solicitude for 

record keeping, partially explains the New Englander's 

interest in the historical society.  

The inadequacy of American libraries for historical 

scholarship appalled these New Englanders, who had brought 

with them from Europe, the spirit of inquiry and the 

Puritan faith that history was the revelation of God's 

plan. Moreover, the destruction of historical records 

was everywhere apparent. It is not surprising, then, 

that in 1791, Massachusetts organized the first histor

ical society in the country. Other societies followed 

in the East--New York in 1804; the American Antiquarian 

Society in 1812, and the Historical Society of 

kennsylvania in 1824.  

As the nineteenth century unfolded, the historical 

society became increasingly prevalent. New Midwestern 
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states, proud of their history, *usually established 

state supported historical societies, as they did state 

universities. "  By the Civil War period there was such 

interest in the growth of the American nation that per

sons in every section of the country sought historical 

records, and historical societies commonly were estab

lished to collect and preserve such records.  

Joseph Henry, first head of the Smithsonian 

Institution, declared, "'Nothing is more important to 

the future history of our country than that local asso

ciations shall be formed to gather up and preserve the 

accounts of events as they occur.'"2 

Consideration of kinds of records led to a general 

agreement that manuscripts, newspapers, public documents, 

and local and ephemeral publications are of most importance, 

the latter, because "'what is called temporary literature,'" 

if it survives, "'becomes contemporary history; and con

servators of trifles are often the real annalists of their 

age.'"3 

Exemplary of such records are the manuscripts of the 

Almy and Brown papers (the earliest records of an 

American textile manufactory), the file of the Providence 

Gazette (beginning in 1762), and the manuscripts on the 

state's eighteenth and nineteenth century overseas 

trade, of the Rhode Island Society; the Delaware Gazette, 

1832, a recent gift to the Delaware Society; the 

Oregon dociety's newspaper collectiOn of the Pacific



Northwest; the Adams farm-expense-account book (going 

back to 1846), giving significant data on prices of farm 

commodities, a new acquisition of the Iowa Society.  

As a repository for family documents and letters of 

public interest, the society performs a valuable service.  

The Franklin and Penn collections of the Pennsylvania 

Society and the Clarke and Boone papers of the Wisconsin 

Society are illustrative.  

"Legislation places a number of societies in close 
,4 

relationship to their state governments, and conse

quently, the society frequently maintains archives of 

state and county records which furnish genealogical 

data for use in verification of pension claims, obtain

ing scholarships and birth certificates, and substantiation 

of eligibility for social security benefits. The Kansas 

Society, in January of 1950, furnished 416 certified 

copies of census records.  

Historical societies, dealing as they do with such 

materials of history as records, are frequently acknow

ledged by law to be institutions of public benefit. The 

preamble of the act to incorporate the Massachusetts 

Historical dociety terms the activities of the society 

'desirable' and 'of public utility'; the charter of the 

New Hampshire Society states that the object of the 

society not only is of 'public utility' but deserving of 

'public encouragement'; the educational contribution of 

historical societies was stressed in such acts of



incorporation as those of the Kentucky Society and the 

American Antiquarian Society; the Illinois legislature 

declared that it was to the advantage of a state to en

courage historical institutions; and the Arkansas legis

lature said that the objects of its antiquarian society 

were 'of vital importance to the people of this state.,5 

Although all historical societies are concerned 

with historical materials, they vary widely as to organ

ization, aims, and localities where they work. some 

receive state support; others are privately supported.  

some limit their collections and activities to particular 

areas and subjects; others do not. Genealogical research 

and Indian memorials are the fields of some. Preservation 

of history existing only in oral tradition has been the 

aim of other societies in the South and West. The 

Wisconsin Society specializes in sources of British his

tory; the Connecticut Society, in Northeastern local 

history; Kansas and Missouri, in local newspaper files.  

The diversity emphasizes the widespread interest in 

his torical materials.  

Collections of records generally led to the estab

lishment of libraries by the societies. Since the public 

library movement in this country was not well underway 

until after 1870, prior to this date the society librar

ies commonly furnished the public, general information, 

advising on such matters as the desirability of settling 

in new states and the location of colleges throughout



the land.  

Great efforts were expended to obtain American 

historical materials in foreign archives, and numbers of 

the early societies developed systems of exchanges of 

materials, which systems are in effect today. In 1922, 

North Carolina extracted from the British Public Record 

Office in London, an appreciable amount of material on 

North Carolina Loyalists during the Revolution, and in 

1925, gained voluminous record matter from Spanish archives 

at Seville, Madrid, and Simancas. Lyman C. Draper papers, 

given by the Wisconsin Society, have recently been photo

copied by North Carolina.  

Societies, since their inception, have furnished 

materials for use by the historian, who the Social Science 

Research Council terms one of the guardians of the cul

tural heritage of mankind and an interpreter of the devel

opment of mankind.6 In addition, the societies encourage 

and even sponsor writing projects.  

The Southern uarterly Review noted that the origin 
of many historical works could be traced to the 
spirit of inquiry created by the organizations, 
and a member of a western association reflected, 
'If celebrated histories are not produced by the 
members of such societies, it is by them that our 
celebrated historians are formed--that the spirit 
of research is awakened and the materials furnished. 

7 

Dr. Robert Taft's articles on artists of the West, 

appearing in the Kansas Historical Quarterly, are to be 

reissued in book form by Scribner's. Kenneth Roberts 

used the diaries of the little known soldiers marching 

with Arnold to Quebec, as well as those diaries of the



famous, when he wrote the historical novel, Arundel.  

Jay Monaghan, State Historian of Illinois, has completed 

a pictorial history of illinois. Marquis James' Andrew 

Jackson: The Border Captain and A. B. Guthrie, Jr.'s 

The Way West were based on records of the North Carolina 

Historical Commission and the Kansas State Historical 

Society, respectively.  

Historical research, a natural adjunct to libraries 

of source materials, is a present function of many soci

eties, it often being subsidized by such grants as that 

of the Rockefeller Foundation in the Wisconsin Society 

and that of the Dixon Ryan Fox Annual Research Fellow

ship in the New York Association. In 1950, the Kansas 

Society conducted research on the sugar beet industry, 

the Santa Fe' trail, and on the construction of the 

Union Pacific Railroad.  

Collecting, library and research activities comprise 

one major part of the society program, but as early as 

the 1840s, it was realized that the society also had the 

duty to exert an influence on the community and the pass

ing age. This idea, not commonly held in the nineteenth 

century, is embodied in the twentieth century concept of 

the society. "Accounts of events" has been broadened to 

signify "interpretations of events," for interpreters are 

sorely needed, as stated by the late Glenn Frank, "to 

think their way through...knowledge and translate it into 

the language of the street."



Brooks Atkinson of the New York Times points out 

that the tradition of scholarship as a separate and 

rather exalted department of life has never taken firm 

hold on American culture and that the separation of the 

thinker from the doer weakens the whole structure of 

society.9 Present publications programs of the historical 

societies are increasingly attempting to exemplify the 

fusion of scholarly accounts and enlightening interpre

tations, to exert an influence on contemporary society.  

For example, the Iowa Society, in March 1950, published 

in its official magazine, the Palimpsest, "The Evolution 

of Farm Machines," by Professor J. Brownlee Davidson.  

The application of the article, as bearing on the present 

scene, is evidenced by the request of the John Deere 

Company for reprints in order that special distributions 

might be made.  

Society publications, in general, include intro

ductory circulars (stating the objects of the organiza

tion), Collections, Transactions or Memoirs (texts of 

manuscripts and varied historical materials), magazines, 

pamphlets, miscellaneous volumes, newspaper accounts, 

newsletters, and brochures.  

Artifacts and relics are included in society collec

tions, and consequently, the museum has become a usual 

feature of the societyt Natural history, at first 

considered within the scope of the society, after a 

time, was rejected as a separate though related field.



The museum is now recognized as an educational 

medium of consequence, but the historical society museum, 

without discrimination in collecting, easily can become a 

Ucatch-all" for useless antiques. Today the society 

museum is striving to be alive and functional--to provide 

for activities; to tell a connected, dramatic story which 

arouses wonder, the precursor of understanding, and which 

inspires man with new ideas. Films, photographic and 

pictorial reproductions, dioramas and models, and objects 

per se, vivify the story.  

The printed record, tradition and personal memory 
remind us of our immediate ancestors. Our con
templation of these ancestors awakens feelings of 
gratitude and reverence. To them we owe the debt 
that we would wish to repay. Their tools and 
utensils are still so warm with their touch that 
we are kindled with a burning desire to make these 
material evidences of our forebears live in use
fulness again. ...To read of the past is not 
enough; we would experience it by contact with its 
visible artifacts.1 

The creations of man's mind and hand--his shovel, his 

chessboard, his Paul Bunyan tall tale, his church hymn-

are objective things with which the museum deals and which 

it interprets. These have significance for man, for he 

can see and make them part of his experience. They are a 

link between the common man and history.  

In the San Jacinto Museum and Monument near Houston, 

Texas, is concentrated the essence of that state's his

tory. Nearly 3,000,000 visitors, since 1939, have viewed 

the Spanish manuscripts, early business documents, 

relics, seals, sculpture, costumes, medals, the 1400



pictures; the permanent exhibits outlining the continu

ous history of the region in ten groupings: Pre-Conquest 

Native; Conquest and Exploration: France and the Estab

lishment of Spanish Missions; Spanish Colonial Life; 

Mexican Revolution; Anglo-American Colonies; The Texas 

Revolution; bam Houston and Texas; The Republic of Texas; 

Texas ' Early Statehood.  

Such displays as the Oregon Society's sea chest of 

Robert Gray, discoverer of the Columbia River in 1792, 

which chest is the oldest relic of the white man in 

Oregon, and John Dickinson letters, law notebooks and 

compositions, of the Delaware Society, lend reality to 

the past.  

At Cooperstown, New York, where baseball was invent

ed and first played, the New York Association's National 

Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum commemorates baseball 

notables with sculptured bronze plaques and with exhib

its, including Babe Ruth's bat used to hit his record

breaking sixtieth home run. In the Association's Farmers' 

Museum, the everyday living of New York pioneers is re

enacted by actual spinning of flax and weaving of cloth.  

Here are found, also, the country store with a store

keeper; the apothecary shop; the country school house; 

the law office; the blacksmith shop with a smithy; a 

minature circus--all depictions of the American Way of 

Life.



By fall of 1950, the New York Association will have 

six traveling exhibits of museum materials for circula

tion among subscribing schools. The fennbrook Milk 

Company of Philadelphia was furnished an early Babcock 

tester and other objects from the Farmers' Museum. Re

cently, the Celanese Corporation of America sent a 

designer to Cooperstown, which visit resulted in an "Old 

York State" series of Celanese spring fabrics, based on 

objects and materials seen and sketched at the Farmers' 

Museum--"Wagon Wheels," "Pottery Jugs"--and a Celanese 

series of colors--WLeatherstockingU WButtermilk,* and 

"Shaker Orange." Hence, the past lives in the present.  

Bringing the museum to the people is a relatively 

recent development and by virtue of its popular recep

tion to-date, suggests future possibilities for reaching 

a wide public. In observance of the state centennial in 

1949, the California Caravan of the California Society, 

consisting of two large blue, white, and gold buses, 

showed throughout the state, a scholarly, sequential 

exhibit illustrating the California Story; New York, with 

a train, and the Illinois Society, with a museum-o-bile, 

have carried their stories to cities, towns, and villages 

and the man-on-the-street.  

Fine arts objects are sought by the societies and 

emphasized to the public, as representative both of the 

high achievements of man and as representative of man's 

part in the American Story. Thus, the societies foster



a knowledge of cultural heritage, which term implies 

acquaintance with the fine arts--literature, drama, paint

ing, sculpture, and music. Fenimore House at Cooperstown, 

New York, contains such art specimens as the unique 

Browere collection of Life Masks, and portraits by Gilbert 

Stuart and Benjamin West. The New York Association fre

quently loans its fine arts objects for special exhibitions.  

Asher B. Durand's "The Mohawk Valley" went to the Dayton 

Art Institute as part of the exhibit, "The Railroad in 

Painting".  

It was reported by the Institute that over 
thirty thousand people saw the exhibition. It 
is interesting to note that the American Mili
tary Government in Germany prepared a major 
exhibit entitled 'U. S. Railroads' for which 
they provided a complete photographic coverage 
of this Dayton exhibition, and a nationally 
known paper company reprinted and dietributed 
thousands of copies of the catalog." 

The Cooperstown Folk Art Gallery, dedicated July 4, 

1949, now houses about three hundred paintings and 

sculpture from New York, New England and kennsylvania-

a collection requiring fifteen full-time years to 

accumulate. Included in it is "a dancing negro, thought 

to have been a sign for a tobacconist's shop, or an inn 

sign or ship's figurehead. Another piece...is a cigar 

store figure that was first made by a Negro slave in 

the first half of the nineteenth century, one of the 

few existing examples reflecting the great wood-carving 

tradition of the African West Coast. ...Another picture 

in the collection, considered one of the finest of its



kind in the country, is a panoramic view of the harbor 

at Newburyport, Mass., painted about 1825, with a frame 

that was probably carved by a local ship carver.0
12 

Here is the handwork of the common man.  

There are also the sounds of history in tradi
tional songs and stories of the past. The 
characteristic expression of people--in their 
music, their legends, and their tall tales-
are as much a part of history as where they 
fought or how they voted. Here are revealed 
their beliefs and opinions, what interested 
and amused them. ...It is not only history, 
but it is also a living, continuous process 
that is a part of the culture of the present 
and an endowment for the future.13 

The Iowa Society currently collects music about Iowa and 

for Iowans, and the Kansas Society uses its library as a 

repository for the Music Library Association, the object 

of which is to preserve musical materials of local and 

regional interest.  

The contention of the pragmatists that "we learn by 

doing" is nowhere better exemplified than in the arts.  

"Understanding Modern Painting by kainting" is an adult 

class sponsored by the Museum of Modern Art in New York 

City. To the extent that the historical society fosters 

creativeness--in historical drama, in writing, in hand

craft--it is keeping alive the American Way. The David 

Clark Everest Prize is annually awarded by the Wisconsin 

Society for the best manuscript on Wisconsin economic 

history. Creative uses of history, writing local his

tory, and folk arts and crafts are fields of study 

offered in the Seminars in American Culture held annually



at Cooperstown, New York. 1950 marks the third season 

for the Vermont Society's weekly radio program, "This I 

Vermont." Broadcast over four state stations, the 

fifteen-minute dramas of little known stories and legends 

are enacted by volunteer performers. Wisconsin's Badger 

History publishes the art work and creative writing of 

junior historians throughout the state--poems, historical 

sketches, articles, and stories.  

The societies keep the American Story before the 

people by such other projects as placing roadside markers 

and conducting tours and pilgrimages. Societies in 

Virginia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Montana and 

Wisconsin are among those carrying on an extensive pro

gram of placing readable and educational markers at 

historic sites to attract the attention of motorists and 

tourists.  

The Nebraska Society and the Wisconsin Society foster 

airplane tours; in Connecticut each fall, a train travels 

a historic route; trips down the Susquehanna by the New 

York Association, and down the Mississippi, by the Iowa 

Society, are enjoyed. One hundred historians of the 

Minnesota Society, touring by automobile, were photo

graphed by Life Magazine as they stopped at historic spots.  

Since the historical society is herein termed an 

institution of American culture, the question arises as to 

how the aspects of its program, as set forth in this 

chapter, relate to culture.



Culture is defined in the Introduction as the sum 

of all the activities of all the people who compose a 

nation, which constitutes a way of life. In addition, 

culture is a value term, denoting the degree of advance

ment of a way of life or a clvilization--the extent that 

the good, the true, and the beautiful are operative.  

Records are proof of man's activities and preserve 

for the future, facts upon which man's entire sum of 

knowledge is based. The facts and interpretations there

of are amassed in libraries and museums for purposes of 

enlightenment and are the materials of the researcher in 

his quest for truth--truth pointing toward progress.  

Publications disseminate knowledge, by word, and museums, 

by visual image. By virtue of its contribution to man's 

knowledge, the society is a cultural institution--educa

tional as to the American Way of Life and as to the 

degree of civilization that way has attained.  

Alfred Harbage points out that there is a progressive 

atrophy of the creative instinct of the average American, 

one reason being the mounting pressietoward conformity-

life is becoming increasingly regimented.1 4 But the 

source of our strength as a nation, says David Lilienthal, 

is our faith in a creative, aesthetically sensitive man

kind. Through the expression of creative impulse and 

the development of fine feeling, man gains a new percep

tion of himself as a human being and of the world as a 

social sphere.



The fine arts provide opportunities for the pre
servation and cultivation of individuality; 
...they foster an awareness of continuity with 
the past and of certain perennial--if not eternal-
values. Finally, through the expression of the 
innate aesthetic impulse possessed by nearly every
one, the spirit is strengthened against the mental 
and emotional tensions of the times. The experi
ence of the war has demonstrated, if any proof 
were needed, the therapeutic value of active par
ticipation in the creative arts.1 6 

The historical society, by its advocacy of the fine 

arts, champions the best that is known to man--the good, 

the true, and the beautiful--the best that our civilization 

offers.  

Further, the society is weaving the historic past into 

a meaningful present by stimulating, through such activities 

as tours and roadside markings, interest in the American 

Story. But there are yet to be recorded and told, chapters 

in that story contributed by those whose history emanates 

from Ellis island rather than from Plymouth Rock--a mass 

of urban and rural Americans.
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CHAPTER II

THE WISCONSIN SOCIETY THROUGH THE YEARS 

Early Wisconsin newspapers were instrumental in 

the founding of the Wisconsin Historical Society. The 

Mineral Point Democrat, on October 22, 1845, and the 

Milwaukee Courier, in September of 1846, proposed that 

the Territory of Wisconsin organize a historical society.  

The Madison Democrat endorsed the proposal and further 

suggested that the society be formed during the forth

coming Constitutional Convention in October of 1846.  

Consequently, twelve men met in Madison that October 

and elected officers, requesting Territorial Governor 

James Doty to address the new organization at the next 

meeting in January of 1847. The address was not given, 

and the society disbanded.  

On January 29, 1849, a preliminary meeting was 
held to organize a second society. A committee 
was appointed to draft a constitution, and the 
secretary was instructed to find a suitable per
son to deliver the introductory address. The 
Historical Society of Wisconsin was formally 
organized January 30, 'to preserve the materials 
for a complete history of the Indian tribes.' 
Governor Nelson Dewey became first president of 
this organization, and General William Smith 
delivered the firqt address before it on 
January 15, 185O.L



One hundred and twenty-nine members were recorded in 

1849, and such notables as the Supreme Court Judges 

were invited to attend the first annual meeting. Early 

in 1849 the Society received its first manuscript con

tribution--the William Henry papers--from Cyrus Woodman 

of Mineral Point.  

Dr. Lyman Copeland Draper, experienced in the work 

of eastern historical societies, on January 19, 1863, 

became a member of the Wisconsin Society. The Society 

immediately reflected the dynamic vitality of this man.  

Previous to coming to Wisconsin, Draper had journeyed 

more than 60,000 miles through wildernesses of the Old 

West--Tennessee, Virginia, the Carolinas, Kentucky-

collecting manuscripts, sometimes endengerirg his life in 

his searches.  

Two months after Draper became a member--on March 4, 

1853-- the State Historical Society of Wisconsin was 

incorporated 

'to collect, embody, arrange, and preserve in 
authentic form, a library of...materials illus
trative of the history of the state; to rescue 
from oblivion the memory of its early pioneers, 
...and to diffuse and publish information re
lating to the description and history of the 
state.' A new constitution was adopted January 
18, 1854, and several months later an annual 
appropriation of $500 was votgd to the society 
by the Wisconsin legislature.  

It was on this latter date--January 18, 1854--that 

Draper became corresponding secretary of the society, 

its first paid employee. State financial assistance,



increased to $1000, enabled him to proceed in his out

standing efforts to collect historical records, aiming 

to make the library "'embrace the Whole West.'"3 The 

Society's conception of Wisconsin as a region, not solely 

a state, pertains today.  

Fifty-four volumes comprised the Society's library 

in 1854, housed in the Governor's office and in the annex 

of Dr. Draper's barn. By 1861, the library had grown to 

more than 14,500 volumes, quartered in the basement of the 

Baptist Church and then in a Capitol wing.  

Draper started a gallery of portraits and a publish

ing program, the latter consisting of Reports and Collec

tions, four volumes of which were printed in English before 

1860 at state expense. Reminiscences on Indian and pioneer 

life and articles on place names and local history, many 

by contributors, were included in the Collections, the 

second volume of which was printed in German and Norwegian, 

and the third volume in Norwegian. No other early American 

historical society had made foreign translations of its 

Collections, and the move stemmed from the conviction that 

dissemination abroad of such publications almost certainly 

would win foreign approbation for the forward-looking 

Wisconsin Society.  

The first volume of the Collections states that 

thirteen hundred circulars, published by the Society, fully 

setting forth its aims and wants, were sent to "men of 

learning and genius" in our own and other countries, and



more especially to those known as lovers and promoters of 

history, and that many of them kindly responded to the 

appeal of the 6ociety, contributing rare and noble works 

to the library and collections. Besides these circulars, 

over three hundred official letters were, at the same 

time, sent forth in the name of the Society in furtherance 

of the objects of its formation.
4 

The philosophy of Jeremy Belknap, expressing the spirit 

of the Massachusetts Society in the 1790's, characterizes 

the Wisconsin approach: 

'We intend to be an active, not a passive literary 
body; not to lie waiTing, like a bed of oysters, 
for the tide Eof comnunicationJ to flow in upon us, 
but to seek and find, to Preserve and communicate 
literary intelligence, especially in the historical 
way. ...There is nothing like having a good re
pository, and keeping a good lookout, not waiting 
at home for things to fall into the lap, but prowl
ing about like a wolf for the prey.'° 

During the Civil 'War, Draper sent circulars to Badger 

Volunteers, imploring them to save for the Society, records 

and souvenirs of the war.  

Draper initiated a system of exchanges with historical 

societies in Georgia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, New 

Jersey, and New Hampshire and with Vattemare in Paris. To 

win the favor of the New York Society, which up to the time 

was non-committal about exchanging publications, Draper for

warded a specimen of Daniel Boone's handwriting and infor

mation about a diary that he believed the New York Society 

would desire.



In 1855, the Society, by law, became the trustee of 

the state, legislative approval being required for dis

posal of Society property and for other acts of the Society.  

In 1856, the legislature named the Governor, the Secretary 

of State, and the State Treasurer to the executive commit

tee of the Society. Although close relationship with the 

state increased, the Society was kept free of politics 

by reason of the diverse political and religious beliefs 

represented in its membership.  

At the time the Society was reorganized in 1853, an 

attempt was made to limit membership to a select few, but 

Draper, Governor Farwell, and others, of the opinion that 

an exclusive society could not prosper, succeeded in 

opposing the attempt. This view of unrestricted member

ship is held by the Society today.  

The endowment fund of the Society originated as the 

fruits to an appeal in 1867 by Draper for a binding fund.  

Draper, in addition, was State Superintendent of kublic 

Instruction for two years and "succeeded in the 1850's in 

getting from the legislature grants of money for projects 

intrinsically more novel than state support of public 

education. "d 

Emerson's statement that an institution is the 

lengthened shadow of one man may appropriately apply to 

Dr. Draper's influence on the young Wisconsin Society.  

But as the years went by, the Society reflected the 

forceful personalities of those who succeeded him.



Reuben Gold Thwaites (1887-191a) coordinated the 

service of the Society with the needs of the University 

by such moves as holding seminars in American history 

and opening the library stacks, for free access to students.  

Thwaites, realizing the importance of favorable public 

opinion, published laudatory comments of scholars regard

ing the Society. He, himself, was a prolific writer and 

his Jesuit Collections were among his works that re

ceived wide acclaim. He published ten volumes of the 

Society Collections, wrote fifteen books, over one hun

dred articles and addresses, and edited and published 

one hundred sixty-eight additional volumes, touching hands 

"'with men of the stone age--the survivors of the fur 

trade, pioneers, politicians, men of affairs and scholars,'" 

in his quest for materials. "Dr. EFrederick JacksonJ 

Turner said the Indians who were all 'pals' of Thwaites 

used to camp in the Society rooms while, at his summer 

home, 'Turvilwood,' the gypsy Winnebagoes made annual 

hunting camps and were afforded board and small coin by 

their benefactor, Thwaites."
7 

Milo Milton Quaife (1914-1920) founded the Quarterly 

and the Wisconsin Historical News, a regular press release, 

still published.  

Joseph Schafer (1920-1941) produced momentous bio

graphies and agricultural histories.  

Edward P. Alexander (1941-1946) devised ways and 

means for intensifying popular appeal of the Society,



through meeting, radio and museum activities, set forth 

in his book, What Should Our Historical society Do? 

Under Clifford L. Lord (1946- ), the present Direc.  

tor, the Society has gained its largest membership and 

its greatest amount of state support; initiated junior 

historians and field programs; and expanded museum and 

library collections.  

Except for depression years, the legislative appro

priations to the Society generally have increased sub

stantially from year to year. In 1879, $900 was 

authorized; in 1927, $98,525. The increased state aid 

made possible the enlargmert of the library collections, 

from 118,000 bound pamphlets and manuscripts in 1886, 

to 446,000 in 1920.  

The binding fund instituted by Draper continued 

to grow, and by 1920, the binding fund had become an 

endowment fund of $42,000.  

Up to 1875, a general state library had been man

aged by the Supreme Court judges, who desired primarily 

a law library; accordingly, the legislature authorized 

the Society to include in its library, the miscellaneous, 

non-law volumes. This action enlarged the historical 

library considerably, as did the valuable personal 

collections which were bequeathed to the Society by 

former directors.  

Growing library accumulations necessitated more 

space, and in 1900, the legislature financed a $750,000



building on University-owned land, to accommodate the 

flourishing Society, which building it occupies today, 

sharing its quarters with the University of Wisconsin 

library.  

At present, the society is directed by law 

'to serve as trustee of the state in the preser

vation and care of all records, printed, 
written, filmed, or otherwise recorded, and all 
articles and materials of historic interest and 
significance placed in its custody, and to in
terest itself constructively as the agent of the 
state in the preservation and care of all such 
materials wherever they may be. To collect by 
gift, exchange, or purchase, books, periodicals, 
pamphlets, records, tracts, manuscripts, maps, 
charts, papers, artifacts, relics, paintings, 
photographs, and other materials illustrative 
of the history of this state in particular and 
of the West generally. To inculcate through 
publications, museum extension services, and 
other media a wider and fuller knowledge and 
appreciation of th history of Wisconsin and 
its significance. ' 

Since 1947, the Society has been the official custo

dian of the state archives, and it is by law, official 

custodian of the state's portraits of governors. Thus, 

the Society is closely related to the state, caring for 

its records and serving as a state library. Present 

statutes also specify that the library and museum shall 

be kept open at all reasonable hours and without fee to 

citizens of the state, although fees may be charged for 

special exhibits loaned to the Society and for admission 

to historic sites and buildings; and that the Society 

shall loan library and museum objects, subject to certain 

restrictions.  

Sixty thousand persona annually use the Society library,



the largest historical society library in the country 

--343,531 books; 363,489 pamphlets; 827,000 manuscript 

items; 5,000 microfilm reels; 50,000 volumes of news

paper collections. 9 According to the Library of Congress, 

the Society has the fifth or sixth best collection of 

public documents, state and federal, to be found in the 

entire country; national newspaper coverage ranks sixth 

or seventh among newspaper collections of the country; 

and the genealogical library also ranks among the best 

in the country.  

The library is believed to be the best in the world 

on Middle Western history, and it serves as the Univer

sity library on American history. Theodore Roosevelt 

used source material of the Society library for his 

Winning of the West. Samuel Hopkins Adams, well-knovn 

American writer, Tom Duncan, California novelist, 

M. and Mine. Jacques Freymond, Lausanne, Switzerland, 

at work on a history of the International Workingman's 

Association, used the library for research purposes in 

1950.  

"The Society has the third or fourth beat collection 

of labor publications in the country" -the John R. Commons 

Collection.  

Early in the century a group of University...  
economists organized a bureau for the systematic 
gathering of information relating to the history 
of labor and socialism in the United States. The 
presence of the remarkable body of source materi
als that they assembled at the Historical Society 
has been the inspiration for additional gifts of



papers from individuals and organizations having 
kindred interests. Representative of these are 
the correspondence of henry D. Lloyd, the Winnetka, 
illinois, reformer; the archives of the Socialist 
Labor farty; and ... the pHers of the noted 
economist, Richard T. Ely.  

Research of the Society is being carried on in the 

fields of business records and labor history, in which 

latter project the Society has the mcomplete, cordial and 

official cooperation of Labor, the State CI0, the Rail

road Brotherhoods and the major Independents.1
1 2 

In 1949 the legislature made a separate appropriation 

for microfilming--415,000 annually, and as a result, the 

Society now has the papers of Alexander Hamilton, Abraham 

Lincoln, and Andrew Jackson; Wisconsin records in the 

National Archives--the journal of Captain henry Whitney, 

papers on military wagon roads, on leasing and operating 

mineral lands in Wisconsin, papers of the CQuartermaster 

General's office on Forts Howard, Winnebago and Crawford.  

By microfilm, newspaper collections are being expanded, 

a recent inclusion being a series of Negro newspapers, 

for special use of the Department of History of the 

University. The Society is presently negotiating for 

the microfilming of the American Fur Company papers.  

The Society is one of the few groups in the United 

States using a recording machine to capture oral history.  

A tape recorder, acquired in the year 1949-1950, is being 

used constantly for collecting undocumented records.  

Already recorded are the account of former State Superin-



tendent of Schools, Jobn Callahan, on education; kro

lessor W. h. Lighty, on early days of the University 

Extension Division and radio on the campus; Burton Nelson, 

former President of Stout institute, on the history of the 

vocational school movement in Wisconsin. Interviews, where 

voice is of importance, will remain on tapes; otherwise, 

recordings will be made on vinylite discs. Tapes and 

records are filed in the manuscript division of the Society.  

Organizations affiliated with the Society are the 

Badger State Folklore Society, the Wisconsin State Geneal

ogical Society, the Wisconsin Postal History Society, the 

Wisconsin Archaeological Survey, and local historical 

societies throughout the state.  

since its establishment in 1849, the Society has been 

aware of the value of favorable public opinion. it has 

striven to be of public benefit by furthering knowledge, 

and to be of public concern by publicizing its needs and 

activities. The esteem in which it is held and the signi

ficant collections it has amassed have been gained through 

the recognition, on the part of its directors, of the 

Society's dual role of serving the public and communicat

ing to the public.
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CHAPTER III

PUBLIC RELATIONS OF THE WISCONSIN SOCIETY 

Abraham Lincoln's credo, "'Public sentiment is 

everything. With public sentiment nothing can fail.  

Without it, nothing can succeed,'1 l governs projects of 

the historical society, as well as those of individuals 

and of other organizations dependent upon public sup

port. Public sentiment or opinion is, basically, the 

aggregate of individual opinion and may, like an in

dividual opinion, be favorable, unfavorable, or 

indifferent.  

Provided that a historical society program is 

worthy, it may be reasonably deducted, that public 

approbation of it will be in proportion to public under

standing of it. If the program is unworthy, no amount 

of public understanding will win for it approval in the 

public mind. The program, then, is of first importance 

in winning public opinion; but a worthy program is not 

of itself sufficient--it must be interpreted to the 

public in language that the public understands. A 

successful interpretation or communication implies a 

knowledge of that public so that the most effective 

29



media of communication are chosen to tell the story.  

Preparatory to instituting a program, it is 

apparent that a plan or policy must be formulated.  

Since the planning and subsequent programming require 

authoritative backing to be executed successfully, they 

must, of necessity, have the endorsement of the con

trolling voice in Society administration.  

Formally defined, "Public relations is the manage

ment function which evaluates public attitudes, identi

fies the policies and procedures of an individual or 

organization with the public interest, and executes a 

program of action to earn public understanding and 

acceptance.12 

Public relations is not a separate sphere of activ

ity but is interwoven with policy, programming and 

publicity in every division of the Society. This dis

cussion, however, for the most part, excludes the 

library, research, and archives, for such public 

relations as they involve are more akin to public 

relations aspects of a library, than to those of a 

historical society.  

For convenient analysis, the following arbitrary 

divisions of the Society program are considered: 

Administrative and Financial; Physical Plant and Oper

ational Staff; Membership; School Services; Publications; 

Museum; Field and Instructional; Markers and Sites; Public 

Contact.



The public relations of these divisions will be 

examined from the standpoints of policy forming, program 

execution, and communication to the public.  

Administrative and Financial. Basic policies of the 

Society are formed by the Board of Curators and the 

Director of the Society. The Board consists of thirty

six Curators, twelve being elected annually by members 

of the Society, and the Governor, the Secretary of State, 

the State Treasurer and the President of the University 

of Wisconsin, being permanent ex officio members, in 

addition. The Curators select the officers of the Soci

ety, including the Director, who is the administrator.  

Standing committees of the Board are: Executive, 

Finance, Endowment, Legislative, Editorial, Library, 

Museum and Development, Public Relations, Historic Sites, 

Awards, Constitution, Labor Materials, Resolutions, 

Society-University Cooperation, Inter-Museum, Villa Louis, 

Junior, Magazine, Everest Award, Local Arrangements.  

The Director of the Society serves as secretary to 

the Board, which meets at least once every six months, 

and as secretary and ex officio member of the Executive 

Committee, which meets at least once every three months.  

This committee formulates policy, subject to the confirma

tion of the full board, and approves policy recommendations 

of all other committees.  

Policy formed by the Board determines the scope of



all Society programs and according to the Director, is 

governed by the principle that "past precedents are 

not sacrosanct.o
3 

The Director of the Society, as a member of the 

Executive Committee of the Board, participates in 

policy planning, a public relations function at manage

ment level. As director, he is also responsible for 

the policy in operation and by such means as a Director's 

Report, semi-annually to the Board and members of the 

Society, and a Monthly Report to the Governor, furnishes 

facts and figures on the Society in motion.  

Concurrently with his policy-shaping activities 

within the Society, the Director, as an ex officio mem

ber of the State Free Library Commission, is instru

mental in policy and program planning of this Commission.  

Coordination and cooperation are thus maintained between 

the Society and the Commission.  

Legislative and revolving funds finance the Society, 

revolving funds proceeding from gifts and income from 

endowments, from dues, and from sales of publications.  

The annual member contributes very little over the 

costs of the publications he receives. Receipts from 

sales of publications have increased from year to year, 

in general, but have not covered publishing expenses.
4 

Thus the Society is mainly dependent upon legislative 

appropriations and gifts.  

The Director states that #...few bequests or gifts



flow in by themselves. They have to be sought out and 

channelled into our exchequer."5 The Endowment Commit

tee have effectively encouraged gifts to the Society by 

personal contacts throughout the State, and the sum of 

$62,216.69 comprises gifts and bequests recently received 

by the Society.  

Total State appropriations over a five-year period are 

indicative of the Society's service to the state and of 

effective presentation of the Society's needs to the leg

islature. "Ordinary operating expenses no longer need be 

met from private funds," 6  the library and museum, for 

example, being primarily state-supported.  

Concerning its legislative public, the Society policy 

is to keep key people well informed and to make friends 

with them to create a feeling of confidence. Gubernatorial 

and legislative nominees are contacted before elections; 

legislators are most successfully approached when not in 

session. Exhibits, such as charts and graphs, are used 

in presentation of the case to the Governor, to illustrate 

needs of the budget, for which the Society has framed its 

own bill. Society representatives appear before the leg

islative Joint finance committee, and in special cases, 

letters are sent to legislators. Personal contact is the 

basic element of public relations involved in procuring 

legislative approval, but the use of the press for general 

releases on Society activities and the generation of
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friendly relations with labor and other organized groups 

are the groundwork for successful relations. Intensifi

cation is planned of the procedures mentioned, since 

maintenance and expansion of research, publications, and 

promotional activities indicate the need for increased 

financial support.  

Physical Plant and Operational Staff. In its gray stone 

building of 96,000 square feet, on the University of 

Wisconsin campus, the Society occupies about 61,000 square 

feet of space and the University library, about 35,000 

square feet of space. Separate University library quarters 

in a new building, now under construction, will relieve, to 

some extent, congested conditions in the Society plant; but 

so great has been the expansion of the Society, in collec

tions and personnel, that even upon the release of the 

forthcoming 35,000 square feet of space, the building will 

be inadequate for Society purposes. Society records, now 

stored in such places as the Law Library and Agriculture 

Hall, on the campus, and in the Capitol, will be trans

ferred to the Society building, as space becomes avail

able, but the large volume of records will leave little 

remaining space for additional library and museum facili

ties of the Society.  

Society space in the building presently is allocated 

as follows: basement--Maintenance; first floor--Exhibits 

and Directories in the corridor, Government Publications,



Newspapers, Manuscripts; second floor--Administrative 

Offices, Library, Order Division; third floor--Archives, 

School Services, Editorial Division, Research; fourth 

floor--Museum.  

A small sign on an outside door of the building in

dicates "office," museum and library hours, and a direc

tory, posted inconspicuously inside the corridor, indi

cates location of divisions.  

The Administrative Offices, located on a side corridor 

of the second floor, have no identification as such, ex

cept a door sign, "State Historical Society Office." 

Since the door to the corridor is usually open, and 

since no corridor sign is posted, ready ascertainment of 

Society quarters is prevented, and the personnel therein 

are nameless, insofar as a stranger is concerned. Employ

ees in this office, as well as those in other Society 

offices, are handicapped by lack of working space 

Sixty full-time staff members, assisted by part

time workers, carry out, under the supervision of the 

Director, the operational policies of the Society. Those 

primarily engaged in public relations are: Clifford L.  

Lord, Director; John W. Jenkins, Chief Curator of the 

Museum; Miss Dora M. Drews, Supervisor of Public Con

tact; Mrs. Mary T. Ryan, Supervisor of School Services; 

Wilbur H. Glover and Raymond S. Sivesind, Field Repre

sentatives.  

The employees constitute another public of the



Society, and as such, are reached through weekly meet

ings and individual conferences with the Director, where

by the Director, at the same time, is reached by his staff 

members.  

Every employee is provided with a mimeographed bulle

tin, The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, which 

explains the main purposes of the Society and its divisional 

operations, and each employee has access to What's Going On, 

a monthly newsletter for members of the Society. What's 

Going On is received by division heads, who circulate it 

among division personnel.  

New staff members have no formal orientation period 

but gain knowledge of the Society through acquaintance 

with work over a period of time. Staff members, ostensibly, 

might profit from an introduction to the Society's histor

ical background and its present publications program.  

Employees are one public of the Society and, in addi

tion, each employee is, in reality, a public relations 

representative, insofar as he, by his conduct, creates 

good will or ill will for the Society. The manner of 

answering telephone queries and meeting visitors can 

create or destroy favorable public opinion. The Society's 

responsible and obliging personnel win public good will 

every working day.  

Membership. Membership is unrestricted--any person over 

eighteen years of age may purchase a membership in the



Society. All members receive the quarterly, Wisconsin 

Magazine of History, the newsletter, What's Going On, 

the annual Proceedings, and announcements of meetings; 

they have the right to vote and attend meetings.  

Membership categories are: Annual, $3.50 per year; 

Business and Professional, $25.00 or more per year; 

Contributing, $10.00 or more per year; Sustaining, $100 

or more per year; Life, $100.00 or more.  

Business and Professional members receive Badger 

History, published by the School Services Division; 

a copy of the Wisconsin Calendar, a discount privilege 

of twenty-five per cent on all books published by the 

Society, and printed materials of special relevancy, such 

as Labor News, a monthly newssheet, initiated in connec

tion with the Society's research project on labor history.  

Contributing members receive Badger History, the 

Wisconsin Calendar, and the twenty-five per cent discount 

privilege.  

Sustaining members receive one free copy of all 

Society publications and "the satisfaction of contribu

ting generously" 7 to the program.  

Life members pay no annual dues and have the privi

leges of annual members.  

Membership categories, in general, lead to the 

conclusion that members are those of aubstantial finan

cial resources.  

The-Wisconsin Magazine of History, the 6" x 9"





L A i80tP IA3O / 3 TOIR 

HIS TORY 
PR OJ EC T 

published by 

THE STATE HISTORI SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 

Number 1 April 195o 

# ANNOUNCING. THE LBOR HISTORY PROJECT 

What Is It? A joint effort of organized labor in 'Toisconsin 
and the ate Historical Society to get together and preserve 
the records of organized labor.  

Why Is It Imortant? Because labor is important. Because 
labor has made a great contribution to the society, the 2.." economy, the legislation, etco, etcv, of this'state. It 
has been the model for labor in other states in dany fields 

in which it has pioneered.  

. _ -.. But Why Are The Records Important? Because they alone tell 
the story. Without the records, the story of labor in 
Wisconsin can be told only from newspaper accounts and 
s iia s 'rhich have not always been wrell-rounded 
or unbiased* 

So, it is important to labor and important to the State Historical Society to save 
and get together the records of labor from which unbiased, well-rounded, factual 
histories of labor's vital part in shaping the history of Wisconsin can be told.  

WH2,T IS /.IT.iD? There is in the files of the State Historical Society the finest 
collection of labor publications in the country: annual reports, nevspa>-ers, 
proceedings, etc. But they, as you well knmf, tell very little about what was 
really going on. This collection was started by the late John R. Commons, the 
first real historian of the labor movement in this country and for many years on 
the faculty of the University of Wisconsin. It has been kept up to date through 
the efforts of Selig Perlman and the Society. Now we want to supplement these 
printed records with the-things that .can -make the story real, full-fleshed, living.  
We want: 

1*. The written records and files of unions at the state, regional, and local 
levels: the handwitten or typed minute books,. the ledgers, the corres
pondence files (particularly the policy files), contracts, etc.  

Tie want NON-CURRENT RECORDS ONLY. Stuff that is "hot" should stay 
under the control of the union until it has cooled off. (We can 
accept records under seal of secrecy -for a specified period of years, 
but we prefer to have you do the holding.) 

2. The letters and papers of labor leaders, of men like Frank Jeber, Henry Ohl, Victor Berger, their colleagues, their cohorts, their successors; the letters 
and papers which can put some flesh on the bare bones of labor history recorded 
in published minutes of conventions, etc. Others whose papers wre want include
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Sam Johnson, J. J. Handlc y i, Frank Yanda, and John Burkq, 

3. The reminiscences of living leaders, many of whom go back in their memories 
to the last century. We have a tape recorder just to get dowm in permanent 
form the stories of labor history which today are just memories in sbmeonets 

Imind.  

4. Wle want to gather these records and letters and recordings in one central 
location - in the same building that houses this wonderful collection of 
printed labor records - where they can be of most use to the most people 
(I-ncliing the graduate students at the University of Wisconsin and men 
like Profc. Perlman, Feinsinger, Litte, Schartztrauber, Ulriksson, etc.) 
in preparing reliable, factual, unbiased histories of 17iscsin labor# 

THIS IS -N 'FFIDLL PROJECT. It has been formally adopted br the Executive Board 
of the State Federation of Labor, and in three preliminary meetings, the full 
cooperation of the State CIO, most of the Independents and the Brotherhoods has 
been assured and pledged. It has also been formally approved by the Board of 
the State Historical Society.  

It will operate under and through a LABOR HISTORY PROJECT EXIECLTIVZ COHLITTEEA 
consisting of representatives of organized labor, the Society, and a group of 
interested faculty members of the University of Wisconsin. This will be the 
coordinating, advisory, executive group. Its membership consists of: 

George Haberman, chairman, president State Federation of Labor 
John Sorenson, seret -treare, Stat CIO 

* ~' ~ t~rb~-regional diretor, Adican Fede-ration of L1~ 
Frank Ranney, president, Federated Trades Council of Iilwaukee 
H. R. Johnson, Legislative Council, Railroad Brotherhoods 
George Hampel., Jr., publicity and research director, State 

Federation of. Labor 
Francis A.'Henson, educational director, U aW-AFL 
Hugo Ripp' Legislative council, Railroad Brotherhoods 
Be 14 Feinberg, president, United Office Workers 
Ray Bailey, International Association of Machinists 
Selig Perlman, professor of economics, University of Wisconsin 
Nathan Feinsinger, professor of law, University of "disconsin 
Edwin E. itte, professor of economics, University of Wisconsin 
Ernest E. SchWartztrauber, extension division, University of isconsin 
Vidkunn Ulriksson, extension division, University of isconsin 
Clifford Lord, director, State Historical Society 
William Nagorsne, secretary-treasurer, State Federation of Labor 

The State Federation of Labor has charged its Education Committee with responsibility 
for the prorran Tithin the Federation. In turni the education committee of eack 
Central Body is made responsible at its level9, n.d so are the officers of each locale 

The State 1I0 has promised a similar assignment of responsibility at the state level 
through the Councils and the locals.  

The Brotherhooda and Independents have indicated their vrillingness to establish 
simila r Set-ups.  

SO TR T each union officer and each union member has a direct interest and a direct 
responsbilt 0y foress othis program.,

"- - 2- A'pril 1950



Education oCommittee 
of Federation

Education Committee 
of Central Bodies

VVLaJT CAN Y,*U DO? 

If a union officer (state, regional, local): 

1. Find out what non-current records are in'the possession of your organization.  
Offer them through your state office to the Historical Society. The Society 
wfill take wuhat is important for historical purposes, suggest that you junk 

the rest.  

2. Find out what records are Pissing (they often vanished 
in former days tfhon a court was about to issue an in
junction, etc.). Check vith the officers of that time -.  

if they are still living; -with their families if they '- ' 

hav6 since died. See if they are in the family's 
attic or cellar - theyre apt to be. If you can get 

3, Nake it an office policy that when any batch of non- current records are ready 
to be thrown away, they arQ either to be shipped direct to the State Historical 
Society or the Society informed and g~ven a chance to look them over before 
they are thrown out.  

4. Lake up a list of old-time labor leaders in your area who have had the exper
ience and are still sufficiently alert mentally to make a real contribution 
to labor history via a tape recording. Send their names to the Society via 
your state office. Bill Glover, assistant to the director of the Society, 
will arrange for an early recording in your city. Indicate those whose health 
makes their immediate interview a matter of top priority.



5- See that the Society (816 State St., Madison 6 Wis.) is orr-your mailing list 
for all your publications, including reports, surveys, releases, newsletters, 
manuals, etc. This is important. See that we get everything you send out 
from nowr on.

6. If you have back files of your publications, send your 
Ale'll probably have most of them, but there are likely 
which should be filled - and we may lack an occasional

Society a list of them.  
to be gaps in our files 
comolete file.

7. Keep an eye out for old labor banners, convention badges, collections of old 
craft tools, etc., which could be used in labor displays in the Society's 
historical museum.  

8. Don't forget the woments auxiliaries. They're an important part of the labor 
movement. They have records. And they've made a real contribution. Every
thing relve said above applies just as much to them as to the unions themselves, 

9. Publicize the Labor History Project in your unions. Mention it in meetings.  
Cover it in your newsletter. See that e.erybody knows about it and why it 
is important.

THIS 7ILL TLKE TIIE.  
to get this rolling.

But it is important - to labor and to history. Take the time 
See that the program is put over.

GEORGE lIBEN, says.- "This is the biggest thing Labor has undertaken. It is 
important that all of us get at the job at once. It is my hope all 'FL folks 

If you're not an officer: 

Got behind this thing and hump. You may know about someone who has old labor 
records in his or her attic. You may know some pioneer whose recollections 
should be put on a tape record. You may have some old printed material, reports, 
broadsides, strike notices, throT-awvays, badges, banners, etc., which would be 
Tielcomed in the state collection. Lot us hear from you.  

THERE'S M(RT IN THE OFFING: 

A ceremony in I.adison in.October on the birthday of John R. Commons.  

A possible movie abnut the project, as a workers' education project in W7isconsin 

and to spread this pioneer Labor History Project to other states as woll.  

More on each of these, reports of progress - IN OUR NEXT ISSUE.  

Let's get at thisl 
Letts put it acrossi 
Let's hoar mhat you are doingl



quarterly received by all members, has a colorful cover 

and high editorial standards. It contains scholarly, 

illustrated articles on special aspects of history, 

written by authorities; "Chats with the Editor," "Book 

Notes," and "Wisconsiana." Articles in the March 1950 

and the June 1950 issues are a sample of those customarily 

appearing in the magazine: 

March 1950: "The Slovenians, Most Recent American 
Immigrants"; "General Edward S.  
Bragg's Reminiscences"; "A Historic 
Spot Near Wautoma, Wisconsin"; "Rad
isson and Groseilliers--A Newly 
Recovered Historical Essay by Frederick 
J. Turner"; "A March Letter--Off to the 
Gold Fields with Robert Eliot".  

June 1950: "Old Voree," A Historical Site at 
Burlington, Wis.; "Local History 
Awaits the Prospector"; "Rock County 
Historical Society"; "A Change in the 
Interpretation of Wisconsin's Pre
history"; "The LaFollette Progressive 
Party Campaign of 1924"; "Scientia 
Vera Cum Fide Pura--The Seal of 
Beloit College and Its Meaning"; 
"Working with Lumber Industry Records"; 
"Phili Hone, Wisconsin Land Specu
lator.  

These articles appear to appeal, mainly, to an intellec

tual, leisured, and historically-minded readership.  

Commencing with the September 1950 issue of the magazine, 

a new format is planned, which will result in larger size 

and a change in the outside cover; but the contents, 

according to the magazine editor, will remain fundamentally 

the same.  

What's Going On, mimeographed on colored paper and 

issued monthly, in an informal, chatty tone adequately
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The State Historical Society oF Wisconsin Madison 6, Wisconsin

Vol .3,No .2 October 19 9

My dear Wisconsin Teachers: 

Remember 1rs.Miniver saying "you cannot suces8sfully navigate the ute unless you keep constantly framed beside you a small clear image 

f the pastl'? Boys and girls in Wisconsin as junior historians will 
.Surely iake the better citizens for our future welfare for they will 
have that "small clear image of the past".

prLnt. These were chosen particularly because most 
found right away on your book shelvesReading coul 
The school year is so short. The two levels of rea 
help both your retarded and advanced readers.

By request of a county supervisin3 teacher we made a sugestive 
$5-00 list-of reading- materials for the W.iscornsin shelf in the office 
of the county superintendent of schools. A list of 110.00 worth of 
materials is also attached; plus a list of reading background for the 
teacher that may be borrowed; and some free materials. Two lindispen
sables" are listed. Will be Clad to--pass this buying list along to 
you if you so request.



• ! -2of work and involve trmendous digging, checking, 2ing,assembl. . ' 

etc. Don't be disouraged over the lengh of time it ta s. Rome was 
not built in a day. Take your time, don't push the boys and girls to 
the extreme so that they beein to think it is a chore instead of a 
fine discovery.  

Junior Historians booths appeared at county fairs for the first 
time this summer. Winnebago,Burnett and the county L*r fair at Janes
ville are among the ones we noted. Excellent displays made a growing 
consciousness of the need of knowing more about our own community and 
state. Local appreciation was very high. We would be glad to help you.  
For the second time the State Historical Society will have an educa
tional booth at Milwaukee for the Wisconsin Teachers Convention,Nov
ember 3-4-5. We would be so glad to meet you then--make our booth 
your headquarters.It is in the main auditorium, next to the corsdrva
tion booth corner.

Lnt professor of element



7verr school library should have at least one bound volume 
of BADGER HISTORY FOR BOYS AMD GIRLS of both Volume 1 and 2. The 
index in each May issue assists in making each volume an invaluable 
reference tool that we shall always need. Vol.2 is still available, 
$1.50. We have a few copies of Vol.l,20 each.  

*** 1. * -4, 

This short excerpt called THE CHARM AND ROMANCE OF LOCAL HIS
TORY is so well written from the late William George Bruce of Mil
waukee that I pass it on to you for inspiration.  

"There is no impulse on the part of a community more laudable 
and elevating than a due regrd for the story of the past. We should 
.all be filiar with the story of our country,our state,our city.  

"The history of Milwaukee presents all the charm,romance and 
adventure that attaches to the development of an Indian village to 
a great American center of population. The transition from wigwam 
to skyscraper state implies a splendid struggle with the elements of 
nature and the achievements of splendid men and women of a past day.." 

MrBruce wrote the Short History of Mlilwaukee,published by the 
Bruce Publishing Co. in 193.

receive your county

Your Wisconsin friend, 

1.rs .tary Tuohy Ryan 
Supervisor of School Services
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Lincoln-Fredeiftc,Lincp3ln School,8; ":Treuipgeaoau-Ettrick,Beach School.,, 
~WrrllFankln S~ool,6,St ~W~te~~libemoria. School(3),72.  

Stephen's Junior High School2i6. Vlalworth-Genoa City,Grade School1,2i; 
Manitowoc-Cleveland,Pleasant Hill Lake. Beulah,Stewart Schpo,23

Schol 215. Waukesha-Yionononee Falls ,Vussville 
Mviarquette-W~stfield,She'ldon School, 1 1 ub ,l6;15aukesha,Lincoln 

15- Junior -High School,33.  
Milwaukee-Mil-waukee,Brown Deer Wapaa-1*4aupaca High School,62.  

Schoo1,2OpBrovrnStreet School,16, Vneao-EurebaState Graded School, 
Green ,Bay Avenue (6),120,St.Jo- 22;Noenah,Clayton Center.-School, 
so-ph.Sohool,54.;Wauwatosa,Fisher lO,Happy Hours School,9,Loncly 
S choo0 ,3D3*'* Oak School, 9 Oakdale School,lO, 

Monroe-Cataract,State Graded School, Roosevelt(3),6L.,Royeir School,9, 
7!T Valley Brook Schoo1,184*Omro,Blue 

Pierce-Prescott,Public School(2),45* Bell School,8,Hill Sch .o ol,7,Stone 
Polkc- Luck,No'rth Star School,12. ~ Sdhool, 8;Oshkosh,Brick.School, 
.Prtg-Almond,Public School,j.2;Am- 1!2iButte des MortsSchool,lO, 

hers~tTomorrow River School,2. Clairville School,13,Elo School, 
Racine-Waterford#Washington School,-2 12,Grange School,16,Howlett 

14- School1,21,Lakeside School,25, 
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---ian Ford State Gra.ded!School,l5; 10.  

Evansville,Tullar- School,13;Janos
ville ,Adarns School,3-3, Grant School, 
1- O,High School, 15,1Nouat School, 
12,Washington School,39-. There are 212 Chapters and 

St.Croix-DaldwinRivierside School, 3,300 Junior M. embezrs recorded.  
IT7fludsonNoth Hudson School,.7; hce'h lo~cding cuntio s are: 
Star Prairic,State Graded School, 

l~odvflI7~Gl,. an t -5)2 Chaptars ,517 mnembers 
Sauk-Bad,,erublic School,3l;Baraboo, Sauk-26 Chapters~'?*70-members 

City View School,13',Ikey 5chool,. Winnebago-23 Chaptelt,293 
9,Lower Dells School,9,Lowar Nar- mm~r 
rows School, 5,Lo-vwer I-ebstcur Prair,
ie SC1hool110;Log'anville,Honoy'.  
CreekL Ridge School;-,ll.;La -Valle,, 
Bethel S'Chool,11,Litz .Scht icl 
Oak 7 -ill Schiool.12;Logsanville,* 
Ed,, ewood School,7;NorthFTxecd6m, 
Diamond Liill,12,Oak Grove S~c'h'5l,,, 
9; Plain, Hilldrop SChool 473, Prair- 
te du Sac,Hillside School,7,'Iub
lic School,21,Sauk Prairie School, 
9,Valley School,7;Reedsbur,Hay 
Creek School,9,Narrows Prairie 
School,8,Prairio View School.ll; 
Rock SprinLs,Rock Elm School.lO; 
Sauk City,Fair Valley Schoo,.6, 
Witwen School,5;Spring Green, 
Harrisburg Scehool,12,Badger Val
*ley, School,tk.  

Sawyer-Hayward,O'Brien Hill School,ll.  
ShEwa-o,Shawaro,Lincoln School,l0l.  
Sla-Sh,,a-eboyan,Pioon River 

t1iol,4 1L. Wia-shington School.32, 
Waldo Grammnar School.,28.  

Taylor-Mledford.Taylor County Nornal 
9chool49
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TWO CHARTERS FOR WISCONSIN 

Segre ading by iary Tuohy Ryan 

I ORDINANCE OF !787--"The Magna Charta of the Northwest" 

'I doubt," '.says Daniel Webster,"whether one single law of any 
lawgiver,ancient or modern, has produced effects of-more distinct, 
markedand lasting character than the Odinance of 1787 ." 

**Secondary level 
*Elementary level 

*BaldwinJames. The Conquest of the Old Northwest. American Book 

"The Great Ordinance",pp.182-7,and "How the Vilderness was Sub
dued",are easily read.  

*Davis,Susan B. Old Forts and Real Folks.Pub.by the author,(Brown's 
Book Shop,Mad17son -.cI -42.  
"We Get Settled and Take Care of Ourselves",pp.9-20 is a very 

clear account of the development of the Northwest Territory.  

"DoudnaE.G. Our Wiscosn a school hstory of the Ba State.  
Eau Claire o onery Co.l920.Out of print.  
"The Northwest terr y";"the territory of Wisconsin"; "the 
thirtieth star" are very readable short chaptersf or the interme ' 
1 d'-pper grdes. While this edition is now out of print, 
most of our Wisconsin schools will find a copy on their shelves.  

*-Doudna,E.G. Wisconsin-The Thirtieth Star in 1948 Wisconsin Blue 
Book .pp • 14-21 
"Te Old Northwest Territory",pp.l53-156 is very helpful for a 

quick understanding.  

*Fitzpatrick Edward A. Wisconsin.Bruce,c1928.1.75.  
Chapters ,Q,10 on "fiu--sas d Boundaries of Wisconsin"; "From 
Wilderness to Statehood" and "Territorial Politics" are simply 
told.  

**Kellogg,Louise P..The British Regime in Wisconsin and the Northwest.  
State Historical Society,hTadson .cl -o-pr-n.  
The ceding of thep Northwest to the United States,the organization, 
and the struggle for a change of boundary,pp.18Q-233.  

*.-hwaites,Reuben Gold. Stories of the Bad ;er State.Anerican Book Co., 
c1920.Out of print.  
"Wisconsin territory formed"; "Wisconsin becomes a state"; and 

the "boundaries of Wisconsin" are a few of the Badger tales,pp.155
171.Most schoQls own a-copy of this volume.  

**Wisconsin Blue Book,1937.Joseph Schafer has written an excellent 
article, "The -OlT-Northwest",pp.185-92.ll simple maps.  

.*Paphlet: Hstory of the Ordinance of 1787 and the Old Northwest 
Territory prepared for- -'Wrthwest rt o -_ 
tai ss6on under the direction of a committee representing the 
states of the Northwest Territory)..Ilarietta,Ohio,c1937.



-aet- text- for covue dst~aedfe-t the 
ftihe Northwest Ter oitn 

scho, 21--']clet.Us-efulI fo-r the upp-er gade asa wl 
-as high school. 

WISCONI M1 S A C G15ITUTION 

epro grat-ef-. to Almighty G f 
fre n order ts blessints,form a more peec$ t 
governrn tinsure domestic tranqulity and promote the ge4 
welfare,"do establish this zco stitution.  

"Andrson,C .J.&Hillier,G.A. My Government .Halec 1934 .$ .28.  
"e Constitution of Wisc&hsiF ,Chapter 7,is very well descie 

wflity of -ds or intermedia-te _graes 

*Fitzpatrick,E .A,.Wis cons in .Bruce, c1928 .1 75 • 
Chapter 11,12 on the oundation of the State" and the "Bill 

Rights" are nell-r ized.  

-endron& Others.It Happened Here.State to ilcal Societyja 

"rmWildtrness to State" pp.8597 a t .  

ty h s . 2(cu ss thoe Sues7M Xae'. itl q I rn
F t tae advs6;ae stdent 

and-teacher.  

it*,KZuaife ,Milo 11.ed.The Attainment Qf Statehood.Stato Historical Sect
ety,M !adison 6 cT92 2. (clet-TM6 Vl rneXXT., Constitution Series-, 
Vol.IV). Out of print.  
Formidable looking in very readable for .the advanced 
student .Detailed. •rd for t a 

• SmithCarrie & Callahan,John. The Making of Wiscons-in.Eau Claire, 
c1927.72/.  
Territorial eventsstateho-od and. boundaries,pp.209'-228.Excellent 

chapter on "Black ffawk"',pP.173-194'.For the intermediate grades.  

'-:ThwaitesReuben Gold.Wisconsin in Three Centuries .New York,Publish
ing Society Co.,cl906.Vol.2.Ut of print. " 
Excellent material.Chapter 6 is on the "Ordinance of 1787"; chap
ter-8 on the "Early Territories"; chapter 13 on "Boundaries of the 
State", and chapter 14 on "Territorial-Legislation".  

-*Thwaites,Reuben Gold.The Story of Wis consin.c1899. (Out of-,-print but 
obtainable from D.N.Sakols Co.,71 N.4th -St.,ilwaukee) *2 50.  
Territorial days,leading to the constitutional corivention,pp.193
246.Clorful picture of intrigue,politics,fighting.  

i-**Turner, J.M.Wisconsin Pioneers*:Some Lessons on Wiscons-in.Wisconsin 
a-@aazine and C.C.Nelson Pu-.Co.,Appleton,c1929.0ut of print.  

The government of early Wisconsin,pp.9-19 is described well.Short 
sentences, short paragraphs.



briefs members on current activities of the Society.  

Badger History, published by the School Services 

Division and received by membership categories specified, 

is appraised under School Services.  

One member of the Society states that he receives 

the quarterly magazine not earlier than a month after it 

is published, and that notices of special events are re

ceived, as a general rule, on the day of the event or 

only a day preceding the event.  

Membership activities consist of contributing to the 

magazine and to library and museum collections; of dinner 

meetings from time to time, and an annual convention of 

two or three days, held each year at a different spot of 

historic interest in the state. The 1950 convention, held 

at Ephraim, June 16-18, jointly with the Badger State 

Folklore Society and the Wisconsin Genealogical Society, 

featured addresses, folk dancing, a pilgrimage, boat rides 

and social functions. The annual meeting, extending over 

a period of two or three days, presumably attracts members 

of sufficient time, money and interest in history.  

The Founders' Day meeting in November of 1949 was the 

occasion of recognizing outstanding contributions of mem

bers. The first David Clark Everest Prize in Wisconsin 

Economic History was presented to the 1949 winner; the 

Society Award of Merit and Fellowship, a certificate, to 

five members; the Association for State and Local History 

Award, to Mr. Everest for his establishment of the prize
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PROGRAM OF THE 
1950 ANThUAL COVEINTION OF THE 

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY U 
OF WVISCONSIN 

Meeting concurrently with the Wisconsin State 
Genealogical Society and the Badger Folklore Society 

Ephraim, Wisconsin 
June 16-18, 1950 

THURSDAY, June 15 
7:30 p.m. - Preliminary meeting of the Board of Curators - Edgewater Lodge 

FRIDAY, June 16 
(Free boat rides available throughout the day, Eagle Inn dock) 

9:00 al.m. - Registration - Lobby, Village Hall 
............ IRST GE RAL . . .. V -lage Hall 

Greetings from the Door County Historical Society, A.M. Logerquist 
Welcome to the leninsula, W.E. Wagener 
Some Early Ephraim History, H.R. Holand 

H.R. Holand, presing

12:00 noon - LUNCHEON SESSION 
History and Statistics in the County, W.H. Ebling 

Tom Stine, presiding

Anderson Hotel

2:00 p.m. - SECOND GETERAL SESSION Village Hall 
TeJnorsinAcin (repesntatives o area chapters) 

Az of the recent digs), David A. Baerreis 

Fred Heinemann, presiding

h:O0 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. -

Tea for the Board, wives and husbands, at Hilmesen's.  
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Fladoes, hosts.

DINNER SESSION 
Side Views of History, David H. Stevens 

George C. Selery,, presiding

Anderson Hotel

A NIGHT IN BOHEMIA: (Folk dancing) Gibraltar High School Gymn 
- Mrs. Olga Dana, -preiding.

SATURDAY, June 17 
(Free boat rides available throughout the day, Eagle Inn dock) 

10:00 a~m. - MEETING OF THE WISCONSIN STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - Lounge, 
Eagle Inn 

A Short History of the Genealogical Society, 
Kathryn xrris Wilkinson 

Genealogical Records in the D.A.R. Library, 
Mary Sipes Zindler 

Charting the Family Tree, F. Winston Luck 
F. Ninston Luck, presiding

10:00 a.m. - MEETING OF THE BADGrR STAGE FOLKLORE SOCIPTY, 
Business meeting, with papers 

T. Fred Baker, presiding

Village Hall

(more)



12 :00 noon. - LUNCHEON SESSION Eagle Inn 
A Century of State Fair, Einar Hammer 

Milo K. Swanton, presiding 

The Business meting will be followed by the regular 
meeting of the Board of Curators at Dr. & Mrs.: Arthur Byfield's house.  

6:30 p.m. - ANNUAL BANQUET Eagle Inn 
Labor in Wisconsin History, Edwin E. Witte Eagle Inn 

George Banta, Jr., presiding 

SUNDAY, June 18 

9:30 a.m. - ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE: Peninsula State Park, Sisters Bay, 
Ellison Bay, Gill's hock. Picnic at Land's End (at Village Hall, 
Sister Bay, in case of rain).' Baileys Harbor where Mr. & Mrs.  
Donald Boynton have invited all members to see the Norwegian houses 
and chapel.  
Autos will leave from in front of Village Hall promptly at 9:30.  
Please be sure you have your car there on time, If ybu do hot have 
a cai, be there and your transportation ill be ariinged.  
Pick up your picnic lunch at your hotel before leaving.  
The hotels have requested that we check out beforp going on the 

_______mag astq_:re etn_ ovnino 2 400O people-to 
arrive during Sunday.  

The formal pilgrimage will end at the Boynton's, Bailey Harbor. All 
members are urged, however, to stopif they can at the Door County 
Historical Museum in Sturgeon Bay. "Uncle Harry" Dankoler will have 
the museum open that afternoon and will be glad to show our members 
around. It is just one block from the center of Sturgeon Bay 
one block off the route everyone will be travelling south after 
the convention.

I .



award, "'for assistance in reorganizing the philatelic 

holdings of the . . . Society, and for his leadership 

in securing forty-two sustaining members, each of whom 

contribute $100 or more annually to the . . . Society'"8 ; 

and the Association award, to the Society for its five 

full color film strips covering Wisconsin history, its 

high publication standards, for its junior program, and 

for its large general membership. Such public recognition 

of the accomplishments of the Society and its members is 

GOOD PUBLIC RELATIONS. The recipients are rewarded and 

gratified, and the Society achieves prestige and beneficial 

publicity therefrom.  

Membership promotion is handled by the Director and 

the Supervisor of Public Contacts. Other staff members, 

however, encourage and solicit membership at opportune 

times during the course of their field activities.  

Membership figures reveal the following: 1918-'lg-

an increase of about 100 a year to 1927--1480; a drop 

during the depression and in 1940--1161; a jump to 1856 in 

1946, when a drive for membership got underway; 1947--2438; 

1948--3273; the peak of 3472 was reached in July of 1949, 

after the Centennial.  

As of May 1, 1950, there were 3284 adult members, and 

approximately 140.exchange societies (including certain 

libraries), which pay no fees. As of September 1949, the 

adult membership totaled .1 per cent of the population of 

the state.9 The Society is believed to rank fourth in
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membership among the societies in the nation. The home 

county of the Society, Dane, ranks first in number of 

members, and counties in northern Wisconsin have the 

fewest members. According to the Public Contact Division, 

the largest proportion of members are those in the older 

age groups.  

New members are sent a pamphlet, The State Historical 

society of Wisconsin, a welcoming letter from the Director; 

a membership card; a list of members in Wisconsin, and a 

biographical blank for completion.  

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, published 

during the Centennial Membership Drive in 1948, in concise 

form, summarizes pertinent facts on the Society programs.  

Some of the figures and facts are out-dated--for example, 

those on radio programs, which have been discontinued.  

The pamphlet serves its purpose, but the new member, as 

well as the employee of the Society, is likely to be 

ignorant of the historical background of the Society, no 

up-to-date history of it being accessible. Specifically-

there is no one work devoted to the history of the Society, 

the many ponderous volumes of Collections and Proceedings 

and the Wisconsin Magazine of History accumulated through 

the years providing the preponderance of available histor

ical source material.  

The Society reports that exhibits, personal contacts, 

and mailings (including That's Going On) are the most 

effective techniques for keeping members' interest. On
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ABOUT THE SOCIETY 
THIS MUCH YOU KNOW-It is a friendly association of people 

interested in Wisconsin state and local history or in supporting the 
work of the Society. It operates a famous library in its own building 
on the lower campus of the University of Wisconsin. It has a large 
historical museum at the same site. It is the custodian of the State 
archives. It is the State public document depository and exchange 
agency. It is defined by law as the trustee of the state. It conducts an 
active research and publication program. It services the State govern
ment, the University, and some 140,000 citizens of the state each year.  
It is a busy historical laboratory, preserving our heritage as Badgers, 
publicizing Wisconsin's history, feeding with an eye to the future the 
fires of interest in our past, assisting in every way possible those who 
come to it for information.  

BUT Din You KNow-'That it was founded in October 1846, a year 
and a half before Wisconsin became a state? 

That its library of some 700,ooo bound volumes and pamphlets is 
the largest historical society library in the country? 

That it has a staff of 57 full time employees ready to help you in 
any way possible? 

That its manuscript collection of over 760,ooo items is one of the 
best-known in the country? 

That its public documents collection is so complete that the Library 
of Congress has photostated some of its items to fill out its collections? 

That the newspaper collection of over 40,000 volumes contains not 
only a practically complete file of all Wisconsin weeklies and dailies, 
but also includes numerous files of out-of-state papers? 

That its collection of American labor publications is one of the most 
complete in the country and that it is now actively collecting labor 
manuscript records to supplement the published material in this field? 

That its membership has increased over ioo percent in the last two 
years, and that it is the second largest historical society in the country? 

That its library annually services some 6o,ooo citizens of the state 
and students of the University, as well as numerous scholars from all 
over the country? 

That it has an endowment of over $58o,o0o and receives an annual 
appropriation from the State of approximately $15o,ooo?



That it has an active publication program which so far has produced 
51 volumes in addition to the popular quarterly, The Wisconsin Maga
zine of History? 

That it is engaged in an active research and publication program 
which will cover parts of Wiscons~i's history so far undeveloped, and 
will produce not one but several books a year? 

That its junior historians program in the schools of the state, begun 
in September 1947, has enrolled over 14,000 children as junior mem
bers of the Society in its first year? 

That it is cooperating with the Highway Commission and t Con
servation Commission in the marking of historic sites in ttate 
reservations and along the state highways? 

That it is producing film strips and circulating exhibits on Wiscon
sin history for school use? 

That it is participating in the Conservation Commis 's program 
for the preservation of important historic sites? 

That it has housed the University library in its building since the 
opening of the present structure in October £9go? 

That it conducts for Wisconsin through the Committee on Public 
Records a modern, streamlined public records program? 

That it is seeking new museum quarters which, if available in the 
immediate future, would give solid grounds for anticipating the estab
lishment in Wisconsin of a historical museum of as high a national 
standing and of as great use as its noted library? 

That it hopes from such a museum and collection to send exhibits 
to schools, libraries, other museums and interested agencies throughout 
the State, extending the great teaching values of the modem museum to 
the four comers of Wisconsin? 

-,That it has its own weekly radio program, Wisconsin Cavalcade 
and participates regularly on three other radio shows? 

1? You Din, we are mildly abashed not to find your name already 
on our membership rolls. Ir You DiD NoT, we hope that you will join 
ts-now. A cordial welcome awaits you in the friendly fellowship of the 
Society.



WHAT ARE THE PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP? 
Each Annual Member, for his modest dues of $3.oo a year, receives 

the Wisconsin Magazine of History, a one-third discount on volumes 
of the Wisconsin Biography Series and a warm welcome at the Annual 
Convention. This friendly and informal gathering is a two or three day 
affair held each year in a different spot of historic interest in the State.  
It consists of addresses, a pilgrimage, and special entertainment such as 
a pageant or folk dancing. Other meetings for members are held from 
time to time.  

A Life Member pays $50.00 life dues, once only, has every privilege 
of an Annual Member, and may also acquire any publication of the 
So hich is in print at a discount of 331/3% from list prices. A 
priNt of back publications will be sent on request.  

Institutional Membership ($ioo.oo), which has all the privileges of 
Life Membership, grants permanent membership in the Society to an 
institution.  

4'Sustaini bership ($ioo.oo or more a year) offers all privileges 
of Life Meoership plus the satisfaction of contributing generously to 
our progra 

Even more important than the publications the member receives or 
the pleasant acquaint he makes with kindred souls at the Annual 
Conventions, is the knowlede that his membership helps preserve and, 
disseminate the history o a at commonwealth.  

The Society celebrated twn centennial in October 1946. The St 
celebrated its one h birthday in May 1948, the University 
celebrates in February join us now during this Centennial Me
bership Drive.  

ENROLL ME NOW! 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

[- I enclose herewith $3.oo dues for the current year.  
LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

F1 I enclose herewith $5o for Life Membership.  

e --------------------------------------------
Please type or print name 

Address -----------------------------------------------
(Street, P.O. Box or R.F.D. Number) 

--------------------------------------------------
(Post Office and Zone, if any) 

Date -----------------------------------------------------
Make checks payable to THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 0F 

WISCONSIN and mail to the Director at Madison 6.



the agenda for the fall of 1950 is the organization of a 

women's auxiliary for such purposes as raising funds, 

assisting at social functions, and sponsoring exhibits 

and lectures. A series of regional dinner meetings 

throughout the state is contemplated.  

The membership promotion campaign, commencing in 

1946, made use of blanket lists of professional people and 

others. Twelve thousand letters were sent out, and a two 

per cent return in membership was realized. Old members 

also suggested names for solicitation, and radio "spots" 

were utilized. High pressure salesmanship tactics were 

found undesirable, for members Joining for reasons other 

than interest in the Society are commonly dropped for 

non-payment of dues.  

A membership campaign was attempted by dividing the 

state into districts each having a chairman, but lack of 

promotional effort caused the campaign to be abandoned.  

Personal contacts and exhibits are the Society's 

most satisfactory methods for interesting the general 

public in history, the enthusiasm of the speaker being 

the most important element. Illustrated talks, with 

exhibits after the talks, have been fruitful in awakening 

interest, but sales talks must not be too precipitant.  

Keeping at people constantly is necessary for good re

sults, as is attested by the increase in the number of 

members after the 1946 promotion and after the Centennial.  

The Supervisor of Public Contacts, the Director, the Field



STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 51 

816 S ATE STREET 

Madison 6, Wisconsin 

CLIffORD L. LORD 
DIRECTOR 

has suggested that you would enjoy membership in the State 
Historical Society* We would be delighted to have you with 
us in one of the oldest and largest historical societies in 
the country, and it is a great pleasure for me to extend to 
you our cordial invitation to join our membership.  

For more than a century the State Historical Society 
has been active in promoting the study of Wisconsin history 
among its citizens. It promotes an active research and pub
lication program. It has assemoled one of the great refer
ence libraries in the field of American history. It serves 
some 140,000 people a year.  

Your membership will provide you with the WISCONSIN 
MAGAZINE OF HISTORY, published quarterly by the Society, 
and participation in the annual meeting held at a different 
historic location in the state each summer where you will 
meet persons of like interests. It will also give you the 
satisfaction of supporting such worthwhile projects as 
the new junior historians, program, our school services, 
a great reference library and research center, and rapid] r 
developing historical museum.  

We believe that you will gain much satisfaction from 
membership in the State Historical Society, and we shall 
be very happy to welcome you into our fellowship upon 
receipt of the enclosed membership card and your check.  

Yours very truly,

Clifford L. Lord



Representatives, the Supervisor of School Services, and 

other staff members talk extensively to individuals and 

groups throughout the state. Approximately five hundred 

speeches were delivered by the staff in the year 1949-'50 

before such audiences as school groups, civic organizations, 

and men's and women's clubs.  

At present, personal and written solicitation are used 

to obtain new members. Intelligent support is the chief 

need, according to a member of the Board. Especially 

needed, according to the eublic Contact Division, are mem

bers in the younger age groups, those between twenty-five 

and fifty, the groups which are, perhaps, the most occupied 

of all--breadwinning and rearing families.  

Publications. Aside from periodicals for members, the 

Society publishes such books on Wisconsin and Middle 

Western history as Side Roads by Holmes; Milwaukee: The 

History of a Cit, by Still; It Happened Here, by 

Henderson et al.; T.B. Walker Collection of Indian 

kortraits; Collections; series of historical studies; 

bibliographies; articles; bulletins; manuscript guides; 

Indian picture postcards and other miscellaneous matter.  

Publication projects in process are a new 1951 

Wisconsin Calendar in four colors; an aviation history; 

a business records survey; county economic histories for 

inclusion in the State Department of Agriculture series 

of county crop reports; a Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography,



which is a suspended Federal Writers' Project; and school 

texts on Wisconsin history, for intermediate and junior 

high school grades.  

All publications are for sale to the public, certain 

mimeographed materials being available free of charge, and 

other printed matter, for a nominal sum. Reprints of 

photographs and photostats of documents can be had by the 

public at cost. Books are offered to certain membership 

categories at a twenty-five per cent discount.  

Publications policies emanate from the Publications 

Committee of the Board and are executed by staff editors, 

in cooperation with the Director. The Supervisor of Public 

Contacts promotes sales and distributions of publications.  

Special circulars to select lists advertise new publi

cations, such circulars being designed to reach certain 

libraries, bookstores, and certain individuals and groups 

adjudged to have particular interest in such works.  

Society membership periodicals and publications of other 

historical societies provide the main media for publicity.  

A display of publications in glass-topped showcases is 

maintained on the first floor of the Society building, with 

directives stating that same are available for purchase on 

the second and fourth floors.  

Since the publications program of the Society is not 

self-supporting, private funds, at present, largely subsi

dize it; more sales or more subsidization are required if 

the program is to continue and to expand.
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N THE YEAR I89I the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin received a bequest of incalculable value.  
Lyman Copeland Draper, at his death on August 26 of 
that year, left to the institution whose affairs he had 
administered for nearly a third of a century his price
less collection of manuscript records.  
The story of Draper's assembling of his manuscripts 

is one to stir the pulse of collectors. His interest in the past was 
awakened early. As a young lad in Lockport, New York, he listened 
to tales of Revolutionary valor told around the family fireside. In 
I825, at the age of ten, his worshipful eyes beheld Lafayette on the 
celebrated Frenchman's return visit to America. Six years later he was 
importuning the aged James Madison for an autobiographical sketch.  
By 184o his historical interests had crystallized and he had set a 
pattern for investigation from which he never departed.  

The heroes of the early West were to be his theme. He would write 
the exciting story of their adventures, their struggles, their achieve
ments. Possible subjects were obvious to anyone: Boone, the Ken
tucky hunter; George Rogers Clark, the Western conqueror; Sevier 
and Robertson, the builders of Tennessee. Their names were on every 
frontiersmans lips but little had been written -aut-the,, a that 
little was not reliable. To learn the basic facts about the border heroes 
he would go directly to the survivors or their descendants. From them 
he would gather the pieces which he would fit together into the true 
story. And thus he began the quest for data, a quest that continued 
throughout his lifetime but was for him never completely and satis
factorily fulfilled.  

They received him hospitably, these Westerners. Though the 
years had dimmed their memories somewhat, their pride in having 
subdued a wilderness with rifle and ax and plowshare was still strong, 
and when the earnest and sympathetic scholar appeared at their doors, 
they responded wholeheartedly to his skillful questioning. From chim
ney cupboards and ancestral chests they brought out illustrative 
materials - daguerreotypes, commissions, surveyors' notes, diaries, 
correspondence - providentially preserved for just such an occasion 
as this. Willingly they furnished him with introductions to others who 
could supply further details in the record. His visit ended, the young 
interrogator would move on, afoot, by convenient neighborhood con-

±
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veyance, on horseback, by stagecoach, or river boat, to continue his 
unique researches. In this fashion he traveled during his lifetime some
what over sixty thousand miles, covering an area roughly enclosed in 
a circle extending from his early home into Upper Canada and west
ward to Missouri, thence southeasterly to South Carolina and back to 
western New York.  

Upon returning from an expedition he would pore over the notes 
he had taken, comparing them with earlier acquisitions, sometimes 
indexing them in preparation for that ever receding task of composi
tion, and always finding some topics in need of further illumination.  
Then he would take up his pen and address long, detailed question
naires to his informants, spurring them to renewed research and 
recording. Libraries and archival depositaries he searched too, tran
scribing or abstracting data from records that have since disappeared 
or from newspapers and current periodicals now found in only one or 
two places in the country. Occasionally when he discovered some 
badly wanted information in records which he could not induce the 
owner to part with, he would copy the entire collection, working, he 
once wrote to his wife, ten hours a day for days on end.  

Few historians were engaged in original research, and none had 
ventured far, i t the field of trans-Allegheny history. But the greatest 
of them - Hildreth, Bancroft, Parkman, Sparks, Lossing, Drake 
took note of Draper's ambitions and encouraged him in his course.  
Local writers showed equal enthusiasm and gave him advice and 
practical aid.  

Sometimes he was so fortunate as to be able to purchase the 
papers brought together by fellow antiquarians and add them to his 
own steadily mounting collections. Through the cooperation of inter
ested helpers and his own untiring efforts he had amassed by the end 
of a decade an impressive amount of material. The documents covered 
three-quarters of a century of frontier warfare and settlement, ending 
with the War of 1812. Among the papers were dozens of little note
books containing records of his interviews. Represented in the closely 
written pages were many of General Clark's old Indian campaigners; 
associates and descendants of Boone, Kenton, Sumter, Shelby, Cleve
land, the Zanes; veteran fighters among ten or more Indian tribes; 
worthies of numerous frontier settlements. Then there was corre
spondence - Draper's copies of the long letters of inquiry he had sent

I ~1



out and the detailed replies. Depicted in original documents were the 
early penetration of Augusta County, Virginia, the movement into the 
Upper Ohio, the Sullivan campaign in New York and Pennsylvania, 
the Cherry Valley massacre, Sumter's defense of South Carolina, 
Tecumseh's conspiracy, the campaigns of Harmar, St. Clair, and 
Wayne in the Northwest Territory. Pertaining to less warlike subjects 
were family letters and miscellaneous papers of Jonathan and William 
Clark, the journals of John Filson, notes assembled by Daniel Drake 
for his Cincinnati sketches, records preserved by Richard Henderson, 
Colonel Robert Patterson, William Harrod, General Joseph Martin, 
the Preston family, and many others.  

Throughout all this assiduous collecting Draper never relin
quished his original purpose of writing. To that end he prepared 
innumerable chronological outlines with detailed citations to printed 
and manuscript sources, notes that today are useful bibliographical 
aids to contemporary materials. In response to the urging of Benson J.  
Lossing, who was then producing his pictorial histories, Draper under
took to write the Boone biography and completed the manuscript to 
about the year 1778. An injured hand halted his progress for some 
months and he never resumed the writing. Many years later, in i88i, 
.... ~he~~iblished Ig lu. P Ib l ,c Mounta n 
Heroes. A few short articles based on his collections appeared in serials 
or memorial volumes over his name. The truth is, however, that his 
role was preponderantly the role of investigator and collector rather 
than writer.  

It was more than a disinclination to put pen to paper that de
terred Draper from authorship. His was a busy life. In 1854 he moved 
to Madison to become the first superintendent of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin. Immediately he embarked on a vigorous pro
gram of organizing, collecting, and publicizing, which produced grati
fying results but left him little opportunity to prosecute independent 
research or writing. Only one noteworthy addition to his own manu
script library was made after his arrival in Madison. In 1864 he pur
chased in Cincinnati a part of the papers of the Reverend John D.  
Shane, a contemporary who like himself had traversed the Ohio Valley 
interviewing pioneers.  

In i886 he relinquished his position at the Historical Society to 
Reuben Gold Thwaites. Five years of life were left to him, during

t
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which he wrote letters and revised his manuscripts, but made no dis
cernible progress on his projected biographies.  

The collection as it came to the Society in I89I was in a dis
couraging state of confusion. Part of it was in volumes, about a hun
dred in number; the remainder, consisting of many thousands of pages, 
had to be studied and assorted to conform to the arrangement by series 
that Draper had begun. There were fifty of these series or sub-collec
tions. Some had a geographical unity; others were the collected papers 
of individuals; but most of the series comprised a great miscellany of 
material centering around some subject on which Draper planned to 
write. As the work of organization proceeded, the collection was bound 
in volumes, in accordance with practices of the time. Two years after 
his death, in the same issue of the Proceedings that contained Frederick 
Jackson Turner's "Significance of the Frontier in American History," 
the Society announced that the greater portion of the Draper Collec
tion was available for use.  

The unique geographical scope of the manuscripts and the wide
spread demands for information about them led the Society to issue 
three types of publications. One was the Descriptive List of 19o6, 
which is still the only general guide to the collection. A project of 
calendring indivdlserie within the colestion resulted in three 
published volumes of calendars. Between 19o5 and 1917 appeared five 
volumes of selections from the manuscripts themselves, dealing largely 
with the Revolution on the Upper Ohio. These nine volumes are listed, 
with prices, on the back cover. In addition to the published calendars, 
the Society has on file in its manuscript section complete typewritten 
calendars of four series: the George Rogers Clark Papers (64 volumes), 
the Sumter Papers (24 volumes), the Frontier Wars Papers (24 vol
umes), and the Shepherd Papers (S volumes).  

Throughout the half century and more that the collection has 
been open to the public the Society has welcomed its use by the stu
dent of history. Research workers in many fields have come to explore 
the manuscripts and the large library of Americana that Draper 
assembled. For nearly forty years Louise Phelps Kellogg of the So
ciety's staff, who knew the collection perhaps better than Draper him
self, placed her broad scholarship at the disposal of inquirers. Scores 
of published biographies, histories, and collections of documents are 
based wholly or in part on the manuscripts. Numerous diaries, cam-
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paign journals, interviews, family records, and groups of correspond
ence have appeared as separate publications or in historical and 
genealogical magazines across the country.  

Sections of the collection, sometimes whole series, have been 
photostated for historical societies and libraries. But this has not been 
enough to meet the needs of the institutions interested in the material.  
Many libraries have canvassed the possibility of obtaining copies of 
the entire collection, only to abandon the project reluctantly because 
of the cost. The drain on the Society's resources for reference services 
on the Draper Manuscripts has become, in the face of the demand for 
services on the rest of its rapidly growing manuscript library, a serious 
problem. Furthermore, the Draper Manuscripts are showing unmis
takable signs of wearing out. Faced with these difficulties the Society 
decided to copy the entire collection on microfilm, retire the original 
manuscripts from use, and keep the master negative films for positive 
reproductions. By apportioning the cost of microfilming among pur
chasers, no onerous burden would fall on either the Society or the buyer.  

To film so miscellaneous a collection of manuscripts, in which 
every page presents its own problem in photography, was an under
taking that called for the most reliable and painstaking operators. The 
taskwas ent U~~o-hJnivers Ch'a o wngrpic Lib' 
tory, where, under expert supervision, about two-thirds of the Draper 
Collection was filmed. In 1948 the establishment of a microfilm labora
tory in the Society's own building with an experienced photographer 
in charge made it possible to complete the work in Madison.  

The filming has been done with the utmost care. Each exposure 
has been compared with the original to test for clearness and to guard 
against possible omissions. A clipping from the pages of the Descrip
tive List briefly summarizing the contents of each volume is filmed as 
an introductory sheet thereto. The same sheet explains the system by 
which the volumes and pages were numbered when they were bound 
and which has ever since been followed in citing any given part of the 
collection. The microfilm used is nonperforate 35 mm. safety film.  

The three-year project has now been completed, and the Society 
is offering to any individual, organization, or institution the oppor
tunity to purchase positive microfilm copies of the Draper Collection.  
The films may be purchased as a complete collection or by series 
within the collection.
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Below are listed for each series its pressmark, title, number of 
volumes, and the price of a positive film, including transportation.  
The prices are based on number and size of volume. A set of the entire 
fifty series (486 volumes) will be sold for $i oo. Address orders to the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 816 State Street, Madison 6, 
Wisconsin.

Series 
George M. Bedinger Papers 
Draper's Life of Boone 
Boone Papers 
Border Forays 
Samuel Brady and Lewis Wetzel Papers 
Joseph Brant Papers 
Brant Miscellanies 
Daniel Brodhead Papers

No

Daniel Drake Papers 
Draper's Biographical Sketches 
Draper's Historical Miscellanies 
Draper's Memoranda Books 
Draper's Notes 
Thomas Forsyth Papers 
Frontier Wars Papers 
Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina Papers 
Josiah Harmar Papers 
William Henry Harrison Papers 
Thomas S. Hinde Papers 
Illinois Papers 
William Irvine Papers 
Simon Kenton Papers 
Kentucky Papers 
King's Mountain Papers 
London Documents at Albany

• Vols. Price 
I $ 4.00 
5 i8.oo 

32 102.00 

5 17.00 
16 63.00 
22 100.00 

3 12.00 

3 5.00 
64 2o00.00 

5 14.00 
2 5.00 
6 10.00 
3 8.00 
2 13.00 
3 8.o0 
8 40.00 
3 H1.00 

33 105.00 
9 20.00 

24 87.00 
I 5.00 
2 12.00 

5 18.00 
41 100.00 

I 4.00 

2 11.00 

13 40.00 
36 1o5.00 
18 117.00 

I 4.00

1. -,

0 
P 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
W 
x 
Y 
Z 

AA 
BB 
cc 
DD 
EE
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Pressmark 
FF 
GG 
HH 
JJ 
KK 
LL 
MM 
NN 
00 
PP 
QQ 
RR 
Ss 
TT

Series 2 
Mecklenburg Declaration, by Draper 
Mecklenburg Declaration Papers 
Mecklenburg Declaration Miscellanies 
Newspaper Extracts 
North Carolina Papers 
Paris Documents at Albany 
Robert Patterson Papers 
Pittsburgh and Northwest Virginia Papers 
Pension Statements 
John and James Potter Papers 
William Preston Papers 
Rudolph-Ney Papers 
David Shepherd Paners

No. Vols.  

3$ 
3 
2 

4 
I 

I 

3 
I0 

I 

I 

6 
I0 

T

Price 

13.00 
19.00 

7.00 
25.00 

5.00 
2.00 

9.00 
22.00 

4. 41

486 $1652.00 
Complete set $I5OO.OO

The Society has issued nine publications dealing with the Draper 
Manuscripts. One is out of print and the supply of two others (desig
nated by an asterisk) is nearly exhausted. The volumes, with prices, 
are as follows:

Descriptive List (I9o6) 
Calendar of Preston and Virginia Papers (19 15) 
Calendar of Kentucky Papers (1925) 
Calendar of Tennessee and King's Mountain Papers (1929) 
Documentary History of Dunmore's War, 1774 (905) 
Revolution on the Upper Ohio, r775-1777 (i9o8) 
Frontier Defense on the Upper Ohio, 1777--778 (1912) 
Frontier Advance on the Upper Ohio, i778-z779 (I916) 
Frontier Retreat on the Upper Ohio, 1779-1781 (1917)

1.00 

7.50 
7.50 

10.00 

o.p.  
3.50 
3.50 
5.00* 
5.00*
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BOOK NEWS from 
The State Historical Society 

of Wisconsin 

For the Historian, Economist, Political Scientist, 
Sociologist, Public Administrator, and Lay Reader 

MILWAUKEE: The History of a City 
By BA YRD STILL 

THIS is the story of the evolu
tion of a midwestern city into a 
great modern metropolis. From 
the primitive fur-trading post of 
two centuries ago Milwaukee de- Z 
veloped, first, into the flourish
ing Great Lakes port that was for 
a time the world's largest export 
port for wheat, and subsequently 
intotone of the most intensively 
industrial centers in the country.  
The story of that transformation 
is an exciting one. Dr. Still tells it with zest and with a full apprecia
tion of its drama and its significance for all aspects of the city's life.  

He tells also the story of the Americanization of Milwaukee, which 
as late as 1880 was the most foreign of American cities, and which
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exemplifies the contributions of a score of nationalities to city-building 
in the Middle West.  

Every aspect of the developing urban society is woven into the 
narrative: the arts and entertainment as well as economic enterprise; 
religious and social organization as well as politics; education and 
the professions as well as labor. Milwaukee's urban services, justifiably 
famous, are treated in detail. The police and fire departments and 
other governmental agencies are fully discussed, as are the political 
parties, labor organizations, and citizens associations through which 
Milwaukee's notable achievements have been won.  

To Dr. Still, who lectures on the history of the American city at 
New York University, the city is more than a mere aggregation of 
enterprises and people. None can read this book without realizing 
how strongly he sees it also as a vital social organism, the creature of 
changing conditions and in turn a powerful creative force in the life 
of America.  

Included in the volume are many illustrations and maps, some of 
which are here published for the first time.  

xvi + 638 pages. $6.00 

A Book of History Tales for the Younger Folk 

IT IT HAPPENED HERE 
HAPPENED 

HERE Stories of Wisconsin 

By MARGARET G. HENDERSON, ETHEL D.  

SPEERSCHNEIDER, and HELEN L. FERSLEV 

Illustrated by LORAINE DURY 

TOGETHER, these beautifully illustrated stories 
give the child of fourth-grade age or older a 

rounded picture of a midwestern state's development since the days 

of the white man's arrival. Many of the stories, such as those about



ihe fur trade and those recounting the adventures of the early explor
ers and Jesuit missionaries, are of specific interest to the children not 
only of Wisconsin but of neighboring states. And all the stories are 
good reading simply as narratives of real events and real people.  

There are stories and charming pictures of the forts built by the 
French, the British, and the Americans; stories of white settlement 
filled with the details that a child so loves-how people built their 
homes, what they ate, how they dressed, and how they traveled from 
place to place in different periods of settlement; stories of early 
farming, cheese-making, and dairy farming, of the life of the lumber
jack, of the beginnings of manufacturing, and of many of the indus
tries for which the state is famous.  

The authors, all experienced teachers in the Green Bay Public 
Schools, have prepared this book to meet the need for more and bet
ter reading materials in this field. They have chosen the type of 
material that appeals to the age group for whom they are writing.  
The narrative style and vocabulary, too, have been carefully adapted 
to the child's reading ability.  

Ready February 1949. xiv + 266 pages. $2.00 

THE T. B. WALKER COLLECTION OF INDIAN PORTRAITS, 
with an Introduction by A. W. Schorger. 125 reproductions, 22 in 
color, of Henry H. Cross's paintings of Indian warriors and of 
well-known white men in the Indian country. Paper. $1.00 

SUBJECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WISCONSIN HISTORY by Leroy 
Schlinkert. A guide to the printed materials on Wisconsin history.  

Paper. xvii + 213 pages. $3.60 

THE WISCONSIN CALENDAR FOR THE YEAR 1949. Com
memorative of the Centennial year of the University of Wisconsin 
and dedicated to the "Wisconsin Idea" of service in government, 
research, and education. 55 photographs of University scenes and 
University activities. $-1.00



- MI THE HISTORY OF A CITY $6 

_ IT HAPPENED RE (R Fry49) 2.00 

- WALKER COLLECTION OF PORTRAITS $1.00 

_ SUBJECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WISCONSIN HISTORY $3.60 

WISCONSIN CALENDAR FOR THE YEAR 1949 $1.00 
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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 
816 State Street 

Madison 6 Wisconsin 

publication list as of September 1, 1949 

M]M0GTLkPM MATERIALS (no fee) 

• Junior Historican Progan Outline. 1947. Objectives of an 
* -iszructions for organizing a junior historians chapter. (Al) 

Trearure Hunting at Home. 1947a A guide to local history 
st . (A2) 

MIEO2GRAPHED IITEJRIALS (fee shown) 

Early Day Wisconsin, by E. Keown. 1947. A bibliography. (1I) $ .05 

List of Periodical Materials About Wisconsin, by B. H. Wilcox, 
M. Gleason, and E. Keown. 1947. A bibliograpl . (B2) .  

Books About Wisconsin for Boys and Girls, by M. G-eason.  
96. A bibliography set up by grade level. (B3) .05 

Wisconsin Indians, by E. Kevm. 1947. A bibliography. (B4) .05 

"t 9Century of Wisconsin Costumes* 1944, Script. (No charge 
for scri t whch it accompanies set of 46 glass slides 3x41 

Suggestions for Staging a Historic Costume Show. 1947* (B6) .10 

Buckskins to Bobby-Sox. 1946. Script. (No charge for 
script w en H accompanies set of 2. kodachrome teansperencies 
2x2", rented for $1.00 plus mailing charges both ways. (B7) .15 

A Portrait of Wisconsin, by Louise P. Kellogg. (B8) .05 

Indian Legends. .15 

Wisconsin, Then and Now, by D. M. .rews, 1949. A booklet 
giving historical a il as up-to-date statistical infor
mation about Wisconsin. (BIO) .25 

Black Hawk's Route Through Wisconsin, by W. T. Hagan.  
1949. (B1) 1.00 

Wisconsin Magazine of Histo Issued quarterly. Current 
subscriptions include an annual membership in the Society. (l) 

Vols. I - 7, single copy 1.25 
" lume •500 

" 8 - 32,single copy .75 
, vlume 3,00 

Sets, as complete as possible 75.OO
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Badger History. Issued monthly during the school year. (C2)

Individual adult subscriptions per year l,50 
Individual child's subscription per year .75 
Jr. Hist. chapter subscription per year .25 
Single issue .20 
Volume I (1948-49) 1.50 
Volume II plus four issues 9f Vol. I 2.00

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

The Wisconsin Calendar for 1948. State Centennial edition.  
Spal-bound engagement book with 56 scenic and historic 
photographs of Wisconsin and historic state dates. Boxed. (Dl) 

Limited quantity 

The Wisconsin Calendar for 19. University of Wisconsin 
Centennial Edition* Et book, spirally bound in red, 
with 55 photographs of University scenes, and historic state 
and University dates. Boxe. (D2)

1.00 

2.50

T. B. Walker Collection of Indian Portraits. 1948.  
Catalog with biographical sketches and colored as well 
as black-and-white plates.  

Milwaukee: 'History of a City, by Bayrd Still, 1948.  

It Happened Here, by Henderson, Speerschneider, and Fersle .  
1949. Storiesof Wisconsin for boys and girls.  

Side Roads, by Fred L. Holmes. 1949. Excursions into 
Wisonsines aistia.l 

Miscellaneous Materials:

Indian picture'pobtaards. 1948.

(D8)

ec.(Dga) eac l 

3 for 
set of 22 for

Wisconsin's Story: A Series of Film . Complete 
set of 5 strips in color (30 frames each). Titles: 
I. Under Three Flags; II. American Settlement; 
III. Emergence of a Modern Econow; IV. Liberty 
Through Law; and V. iTis-onsin Comes of Age. 1949. (9b) 22.5o

(D5) 1.25 

(D6) 6.00

2.00 

2.75

.10 

.25 
2.00



VIOUS PUBLICATIONS 

Collection of th State n s-eait y: u:.  
(Vl. 1;;31P M4~-1931.)

Vol. 1-21 (The Collections proper) (GLa-u).  
v. 1-15 Miscellaneous documents, memoirs, etc;; 

- relating' to: the early history of 
'': :Wisconsin. : 

v. 16 The French Regime in Wisconsin, 
1634-1727.  

v. 17 The French Regime in Wisconin , 

1727-1748.  
v. 18 bTheFi-ench Regime in Wisconsin, 

1743-1760; British Regime in 
'Wisconsin, 1760-1800; Mackinac 

* Registertof Marriages, 1725.121. &: 

v. 19 Mackinac Registez. of baptisms and 
interments, 1695-1821; Fur trade 

in .Wiscon sin and the.upper lakes,*.  
1778-1817.  

v. : !Fur trade in Wisconsin, 1812-1825; 

A Wisconsin fur,-.trader's joirnal, 
1803-04.  

v. 21 Index to volumes 1-20.  

Vol. 22 Jou~hale of Captain Mari-mther Levis and 
Sergeant John Ordway, ed -by Milo Quaifqt.  

1916. (a-"

Vol. 23 

Vol. 24

(See Draper Series, Vol 4) 

(See Draper Series, Vol. 5)

Vol. 25 An English Settler in Pioneer Wisconsin; 
letters of Edwin Bottomley. 1918e. (Glw) 

Vol. 26- (See Constitutional Series, Vol# I) .

Vol. 27 

Vol. 28 

Vol. 2q9

(See Constitutional Series, "Vol. 2) 

(See Constitutional Series, Vol. 3) 

(&ee Constitutional Series, Vol. 4)

Vol. 30 Intimate Letters of Carl Schurz, 1841-1869, 
tr. and ed. by Joseph Schafer. 1928.' (Glx)

voI. 31 

Ca~hdr Seri

California Letters of Lucius . rchild, ed.  

by Joseph Schafer. 1931. (Mly) 

es

Vol. 1 The Preston and Virginia Papers ,of the 
Draper Collection of Majuscripts. 1915

Vol, 2 ,Calendar of the Kentucky papers of 
Draper' Collection of Macupo.pts.

(G2a)

the 
192 (G2b)

4..  

* m

$25.00 

*OP.P

*0Op.

3.50 

3.00

7.50 

7.5o



Vol. 3 Calendar of the Tennessee and King's 
Mountain Papers of the Draper Col
lectipn of, Manuscript6. 1929. (G2c ) $10.00 

Studies 

Vol. 1 Economic 1.istory of WJisconsin During 
the Civil War Decade, by Frederick Merk.  
S 6, (G3a) 3900 

Wisconsin Biography Series 

Vol. 1 Carl Schuzz, Militant L beral, by Joseph 
Schafer. 1930. (044) 3.oo 

Vol. 2 Memoirs of Jeremiah Cu ,iny ed. by Joseph 
Schafer. 1940-. (Ghb) *o.p.  

Wisconsin Domesday Book. General Studies.  

Vol. 1 A History of Agricultup in isconsin, by 
.Joseph Schafer. 1922. (Gsa) 2.50 

Vol. 2 Four Wisconsin Counties3 Prairie and Forest, 
by Joseph,&ohaer. -lfl7. (G$b) *1 

Vol* 3 Te'iconsin LedRgo4,-b Joiseph Shfr 

Vol. 4 The innebago-HoriconBasin., a Type Study in 

Western History., by Joseph Schafer. 193.7? (G5d) *o.p.  

Town S tudi6b.  

Vol. I (e) 5.00 

Wisconsin History Series.  

Vol. 1 The French Regime in Wisconsin and the 
Northwest, by Louise P.,+Kellogg.. 192. (G6a) *o.p.  

Vol. 2 The British Regime in Wisconsin and the 
Northwest, by Louise P. Kellogg. 1925. (G6b) 5.00 

Draper Series 

Vol. 3, Doqunentary History, of Dunmoros War, 1 77.  
l9o5. (07a) *o.p.  

Vol. 2 Revolution on the Upper Ohio, 1775-1777.  
1908. (G7b) 3.0 

Vol. 3 Frontier Defense on the Upper Ohio, 
1777-1778. 1.9124. (G~c) 3.50 

Vol. 4 Frontier Advance on the Upper Ohio, 
1778-1779. 1916. (Also listed as 

i ectons, Vol. 23) .(7d) *op.



Vol. 5 FrontLer Retret oa the Upper Ohio, 
1779-1781. 19174 (Alqo listed as 
Collections, Vol. 24) 

Constitutional Series 

V0l. 1 The Moment for Statehood, 1918.  

Vol. 2 The Convention of 1846. 1918t.  

Vol. 3 The Struggle Over Ratification, 
1846-1847. 1918.  

Vol. 4 The Attainment. of Statehood. 1918.  

Msoellaneous Materials 

Descriptive List of Manuscript Collections of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1906.  

Joseph Schafer, Student of Agriculture. 1942.  

Pioneer and Political Reminiscences, by Nils, .P.  
Haugon. 1929. (Reprint from Visconsin Magazine 
ot History, Vol. 11-13) 

Letters of the Reverend Adelbert Inama 0 Praem.  
(Rpit fro Visconsin MIagazinec of Hstry.  

Reuben Gold Thwaites, .by Frederick J. Turner.: 

1914.  

W.sconsin History Commission. Original Papers 

Vol. 1 A View of the Vicksburg Campaign, by

(G7e) 

(G8a) 

(G8b) 

(G8c).  

(Gd) 

(G9a) 

(Gqb) 

(09c) 

(Gqd) 

(G9e)

Trn. F. Vilas. ,1908. (GlOa) 

Vol. 2 Capture and Escape: a Narrative of Army 
and Prison Life, by John A. Kellogg.  
1908. (Gob) 

Vol. 3 Three 17isconsin Cushings, by.Theron w 
Haight. 1910. (GOc) 

Vol. 4, The Chattanooga Campaign, with Especial 
Reference to Wisconsin's Participation 

a, Therein. 1911. . . (GlOd) 

Vol. 5 BibU3.qgmhy of Wisconsin's Participation 
in the War Betvieen the States, by Isaac Bradley*,.. 194.*- (GOoe) 

Vol.. 6 Wisconsin Women in the 7!ar Between the 
States, by Ethel A. Hum. 1911. (GlOf) 

Vol* 7 Service with the Third Wlisconsin Infantry, 
by Julian W. Hinkley. 1912. (MO)

*o*p.  

*o.p.  

*oep.  

1.00 

1.50 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

*Oep.  

1.5o 

100 

3.50 

3.5o 

2.00

2.00



=6.  

Vol. 8 An Artilleryman, s i by Jenkins 
Lloyd Joeso. 191?4 . . (caoh) 

Reprints.  

Vole 1 The Battle of Gettysburg, by' -'FA.  

* , 1J~askellp 190. -(~i 

.Vol. 2 Civil* War M Ssages and Proclamations 
of Wisconsin War Governors. ([Oj) 

Proceedings. (Incomplete file) ; (011) 

1904-1933i 1936-1942, 19t6-, most issues in stock 
bound copies

MUS EoUM ' MATERIAL S..  

Booklets edited by Dorothy Moulding ,-

Indian Fireside Tales 

Manabush, eoie ae 

Pecos Bill, 1thical Hero of the American Cowboy 

"Pleasant?' Fowers. and ',Comfojin'" Herbs 

Wisconsin - Midest Edible Mushrooms 

'Wisconsin Indian Place-Name Legonds 

-tlisconsin Circus Lore, 185071908.  

'What Say You of Paul?: 

Centennial Exhibits. 30 x 40 inch panels ready for 
hanging, lustrated with maps, charts, and 
photographs from the Society's qgllect~ons.  

Unit I Discovery and Exploration, 1634-1812.  

Unit Il. From Territory to tatehoqdi 1812-1848.  

Unit III. ntoa New Economy, V48-1870 

Unit VI. A Lumber Raft T)ip Dowiv the Wisconsin 
River in 1887.

(01) .4o 

(M2) .4o 

(M3) . .0 

(M4) .60 
(14) .75 

(M6) .75 

(W7) .00 

(M8) 1.35 

Express costs

(P1) 

(P2) 

(P3) 

(Ph)

$3.00

3.00 

2.00 

.75 1.25



SEhib Fifte inch mounted photographs
with tory labels. Express

Unit Ig. A r Raft Trip Down the Wisconsin 
River in 1887.

Unit Uc. Wisconsin Today.

2 x 2 inch.

-ip Davi the Wisconsin River 
Lek-and..hite slides. Rental 

16. bl e slides.

(Ps) 

(P6)

(P) 

(p8)

$ .75

includes 
postag

3 and 1.A x 4 inch*

A subject file of slides which include; 
sites, buildings, objects, and peoplo : 
history. Sets vrill be arranged for rej 
of specific subjects.

(P9) 

ric 
onsint s 
reaust

9

OT H ER A T ER I AL

Reprints of photographic material and photostats 
Societyts collections are available at cost upon

of documents in the 
request.

(Phg and Phs) 

*op These publications, though out-of-print, are available in very 
limited quantity, Prim quoted upon request.

Form PlOOD

A 

ii

.75



Clark, Datl Du~nn; Eau Claire, Jako, 
Monroe, Oneida, Pepin, Polk, Rusk, Sto Croixc 
Shawano, Sheboygan, Taylor, Trempealeaug 
Vernon and Waushara counties.

Inventory of City Archives-of in, 
Third Class, Cdl7

Inventory of Lotal,'Gover i6ir 
Wisconsin. Village Series. Green&

Development of Town Boundaries 
Chipewaand Mnitowoc counties.

,nventry of State Archives of 
Departent of Bankcing.

Index

Wisconsin.

:rrs 1 Messages.

Wisconsin.

Ir a nounty, u~mes fI ad TI .  

American Imprits Inventory. Check List of 

Guide to Wisconsin Nevspapers. Iowa County.  

Directory of Catholic Church in isconsin.  

Southern Wisconsin District. Ev. Lutheran 
Synod.

Inventory of Church Archives in Wisconsin.  
Assemblies of God, Moravian Church, Disciples 
of Christ, Prot. Epis. Church in U.S.A., Diocese 
of Fond du Lac, Church of the Nazarene.  

Inventory of Federal Archives. The Federal 
Courts, No. 48, Wisconsin; Dept. of Treasuryx, 
No. 48, Wisconsinj Dept. of War, No. 48, Wis
consin; Dept. of Justice, No. 4B, Wisconsin; 
Dept. of Navy, No. 48, Wisconsin; Dept. of 
Interior, No. 48, Wisconsin; Dept. of Agri
culture, lo. 48, Wiscon'sift; Dept. of- Commerce, 
No. 4.8, Wisconsin; and Federal Civil Works 
Program, No. 48, Wisconsin.  

Works Progress Administration, Wisconsin 

Miscellaneous Agencies, Wisconsin

(MAa )

(Ca2k)

01.2m)

.(GI2ml.5) 

(Gl2ol--9), 

(012p) 

((3124f '.

(G129)

UU ea.

3.00 ea.

2.00 

2.00 

2.00

2.00 ea.  

2.00

2.00

k3n&mepegraphed' paper 1pupd)

(012ttl-19) $



Museum. Carrying on a program of exhibits and extension 

services, the Museum employs a full-time staff of ten mem

bers, seven of whom have had art training. Policy formed 

by the Board committee, is effected by Chief Curator, 

John Jenkins, and approved by the Director.  

In two areas of the building--the first floor corridor 

and the fourth floor--Museum displays are maintained, those 

on the first floor being temporary and those on the fourth 

floor comprising the Museum proper.  

Examples of first floor exhibits, from March to August, 

1950, are a scale model freighter, which by pushbutton may 

be lowered and raised in dry dock, and Indian relics; since 

July and until October 16, 1950, a photographic story of 

Wisconsin architecture, from stockades to modern ranch-type 

structures, currently seems to attract the attention of 

those who enter the building.  

In one corner of the corridor (under a stairway), 

graphs, charts, and photographs, arranged above showcases 

of publications,f bma permanent display and illustrate 

the operation of the Society. Recently placed in this 

corner is an automatic slide projector, operated by push

button, which shows archeological excavations throughout 

the state.  

On the wall along the stairway hangs a current 

"Portrait of the Week"--a portrait of such a famous American 

as James Madison, below which a short, biographical account 

is framed, setting forth well-known facts.



The Museum proper, on the fourth floor, contains some 

400,000 items and is arranged in chronological order so 

that the visitor may view the exhibits by periods. Wisconsin 

life, from indian days to the present, is depicted by 

dioramas, scale models, pictures, charts, maps, and natural 

objects--Indian arrowheads, jewelry, canoes; a pioneer 

cabin, agricultural implements; Daniel Webster's carriage; 

an apothecary shop; china and pottery; elaborate costumes 

of the '90's modeled by life-like mannequins; shawls; 

dolls. Museum exhibits are identified, generally, by such 

labels as "Daniel Webster's carriage." 

Museum appeals are a whit and miss proposition," accord

ing to the Curator--directed neither to the mass or to 

select groups. "The State Historical Museum hasn't the 

facilities for doing a lot of things which could be done,"
1 0 

lack of space being a major handicap. Since 1900 four of 

the fourteen galleries--nearly one-third of the area de

signed for exhibits--have had to be retired for storage 

space.  

According to the Curator, the variety of illustration 

and objects is the test for effectiveness of the exhibit, 

and attempts are being made to use color and design to 

get greater public appeal.  

Approximately 70,000 children and adults annually are 

said to visit the Museum. Guided tours are provided for 

groups, the guides having had no formal training as such, 

but being persons cognizant with the Society and Museum



through in-service apprenticeship. The Museum has in the 

past invited collectors groups to utilize its quarters 

for meeting activities. Some of the work of Wisconsin 

rural artists has been exhibited by the Museum, but the 

prevailing opinion of the Curator is that there is not 

sufficient space for such exhibits. Student artists at 

the University utilize the Museum as a source of ideas 

for creative art.  

The Museum has for sale, booklets on Indian folklore 

and other subjects, which are published under Museum direc

tion, and all Society publications in general, including 

picture postcards reproducing Indian paintings by 

H. H. Cross.  

A series of circulating exhibit units on the history 

of Wisconsin, produced by the Museum with the aid of the 

State Centennial Committee, are for loan (for express 

costs) or can be bought. Each unit is composed of several 

panels, 40 inches wide by 30 inches high. Maps, charts, 

photographs, drawings and descriptive labels have been 

mounted on these colorful panels. Each unit is a fairly 

complete story of a specific period in the history of 

Wisconsin (1634-1900).  

For loan, also, are about thirteen state-wide travel

ing exhibits on general history, of the chalk tray variety, 

small of necessity, for use in schools and libraries. The 

photographic history of Wisconsin on masonite panels, and 

natural objects, posters and charts are sent out on occasion.
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NBC ~,~AJ-akAR P ETJ.TS FOR AN HTSTORIC FASHIONT SHOIV

IAES: Get all available costumes, pick and choose to assemble a chronolorgical 
show with a style representing every distinct style period - 10 year span 

are best, with 5 years for the more recent styles.  

List sizes and types of models needed to really "fit" into each costume 
you decide to use. Tr- to match personalityr types, and choose models wo have enougi 
hair to make an authentic hair arrangement for the period, and with a similar physic 
appearance to the ideal of the time..  

Scout for th".e models, have a "try-on't session and be sure to exact agree
mennt from each that they will be thiere for reheasal and tl'e show without fail, and 
that they will not object to having an unbecotinq hair arranr-ement, radng in sOots 
etc., to 7ive the authentic effect of the costume they will we,.r. Also make each 
model responsible for the accessories assigned to her, for the condition of her 
costume, and for fixing her hair the way you tell her. Also decide what "props" she 
should bring herself...such as colored stockings, tloe of shoes if old ones are not 
provided, "rats" for her hair-do, bows, bobby pins, safety pins, etc., that she may 
need. Get all these things settled with each modelet this time...  

Label each costume with accessnries -ou decide on with the name, address) 
and phone number of the model chosen for that outfit...  

Arrange list of models and costumes and write apDropriate commentary...  
planning about two or three minute comments on each model, and providin7 amusing 
"fill-ins" for unexpected delays or added interest as the show indicates.., 

Synchronize authentic historic musical back-round with each costume, time( 
accordingly, 

Press ie ...... ary. Asaserbla in orderly fashion 
in place of show and in order of appearance.. with chairs for each model's accessoriE 
Try to have hats, handbags, sunshades, oves, hankies, fans, etc., if oossible.  
Shoes seldom fit, but seldom show either, from the ver7 e arly years. Stocking feet 
or olain ballet slippers (no open toes or 'eels!) do very nicelvz, For the years 
after 1890, shoes add a great deal to the effect o' the costume, anf- are more easily 
found in wearable sizes....  

Have dress rehearsal, emphasizing timing with music, correct attitude and 
posture (over-exaggerate for effect...) Plan some activity for each to do, such as 
opening an umbrella, using fan, etc...  

ECHANICAL ARRANGEAPMTS: 

HALL: Arrange for appropriate place to hold show, where there will be plenty of roor 
good acoustics, parkin- facilities, chairs available for the number expected, 

etc. Also good lighting facilities, and a olace for a louA sneaking system.  

RA T,: Build a ramp with no steps, preferably, sirce comin down- steps in historic 
shoes and long skirts is a hazard...A run-way with gradual rises at each end 

and a larger place in the center to turn around is fine...high enough to be lifting 
the model so she can be easily seen, but close to the audience, as old costumes are 
more interesting seen at a close range, or much of the detail is missed.  

LIGHTING: If possible, a spot light on the center of the ramp and a well lighted 
run-iway help the effect of the show...

(more)



al arrangements contd: Page 

SPEAKINGSYSTEM: This can not be stressed too much. Commentary no matter how 

clever or interesting, must be easily heard, or the audience 

soon loses interest and starts tittering and murmuring, making it impossible for 

anyone to hear anything. The success of the show depends on the commentator getting 

across all the interesting information she can concerning who is wearing the costume, 

and the various interesting notes about the style of the period.  

MUSIC: Arrange for a pianist, or an ensemble of piano and violin or more to play 

music typical of the various periods used in the show. Figure timing of 

music and models at the dress rehersal, with music acting as a cue to come on and go 

off. Keen music soft in the background so as not to drown out the commentary. An 

added comical note can be provided by dressing the musicians in cosutmes of the latey 

years, such as the 1920's or 30's and placing them in view of the audience. Appoint 

someone to act as "starter" behind the scenes so each model appears.  

PROGRAMS: If programs are desired, make the lay-out after the models are all arrange 

and set for the performance, cut stencil and have mimeographed. Arrange 

for someone to hand out programs.  

PUBLICITY: Advance publicity in city newspapers with pictures preferably, posters 

in store windows, actual costumes and accessories displayed in store 

windows all help to create advance interest. Size of audience makes the show and 

publicity make an audience.  

ARRANGE DRESSING ROOM: Dressing room should be easily accessible to ramp, and plent: 

of space so models won't crowd each other too much. Hoops 

and bustles take a lot of room. Provide plenty of mirrors and arrange the costumes 

in orderly fashion with a chair for each so model can rest until her appearance. It 

also helps if chairs are in order of ap pearance of the models. Provide plenty of 

s pins, hat pn, bobby pins, "rats" for hair) combs for those who forget theirE 

tissue paper for stuffing, hoops and bustle gadgets in lieu of the real thing....  

petticoats or substitutes... Arrange a place to hang freshly pressed costumes.  

HAIR ARRANGEMENTS: 

From 1840 to 1870: A simple arrangement with hair parted in the center, drawn down 

-flat and over the forehead and over or around the ears. May be 

in a flat bun in back rather low, or may have curls tacked at back or over the ears 

like earrings. Artificial flowers in coronet shapes were worn, or at the back over 

a cluster of curls.  

From 1870 to 1889: Hair done in "bustle effect" much like the dresses..."Tied-back" 

styles...with bangs and soft fringes over the forehead, but hair 

either piled and bunched tightly at the crown of the head, or fastened high up and 

let to "bustle" down the back. Ribbons, flowers, and feathers were used as hair 

ornaments, as well as high combs. Hats and bonnets made allowances for a mound of 

hair high at the back.  

From 1890 to 1900: Hair drawn tightly up to the top of the head, with heavy coils 

wound around like a nest, A high pin or comb would be inserted 

at the top and wound with hair to form the characteristic "Psyche Knot" arrangement.  

Hats of the period were made to accommodate this knot which formed an anchor for the 

large hats and pins.

(more)



ar-eme contd: Page 3 

1901 to 1910: Pompadours, of the full whispy tyre, often with an ample "over

hang" in front, and "flirtation curl" at the nape of the neck, 

casually frowsy. Hats were hure and meant to set on the "nlatform" of hair. Marcel, 

were in but naturally curly hair was the ideal. Often, the pomnadour was softly mad( 

to dip slightly over the forehead, and a high loosely wound "cone-shaped!' mound of 

hair was often planted right on top of the head, w4hich made a handy anchor for the 

hat pins.  

From 1920 to 1926: Hair worn closer to the head, with puffs over the ears, made by 
snarling the hair (combinq up on it 'till a bunched effect 

results). The top was often worn parted and flatly drawn do;rn over the ears...also, 
often parted on the side and combed in a sort of ruff over the center of the forehea 

almost hiding the eyebrows. This could be done also by parting it in the middle and 

having a "tie-back" idea, with a dip over each eyebrow. The hair was pulled back 

over the ears rather short, allowing the ear lobes to show beneath, and the pug in 

back was often formed by an over-lapping from left to right, instead of a pug formed 

by pushing the hair up and under. The dip of hair in the center of the forehead was 

supposed to show beneath the hats, whether brims or toques, both of which were worn 
low over the eyes.  

From 1926 to 1930: Fair shingled, and brushed forward all a round, to f orm a wind
blown nersonality bob...Also the masculine effect wias desired, 

with hair plastered to the head and cut in a "boyish bob." Those who kept their hair 
long wore it close to the head with a low chignon at the nape of the neck. "Spit

curls" were popular with this type, if too severe for the wearer.  

From 1930 to 19h0: Hair rather simply arranged, with no curls on top, but drawn over 
the ears in a fiat wave. Usually about "ear" length, tapered at 

the sides. any wore their long hair in braids, or -with buns over the ears. Long 
g laour bobs were not vet in, although "page boy" bobs were beginning to come in 
later in the 1930s. Gradually curls and top-knot effects ca-e in, too, and have 

continued to the present.  

Sample listing for each model...to be used as data for writing of commentary, and for 
model's use: 

Title: "The Bride Wore Beige" - 1857 
Music: "Jeannie ; ith the Light Brown Hair" 
Model: Helen Wetzel 

Costume: Beige pin-stripe taffeta wedding dress originally worn by Mrs.  
Samuel Marshall of Milwaukee in 1857.  

Accessories: Tan silk shirred stiff bonnet 
Hair locket with croom's picture in back 
White fan with feather ti ps and sequins 
.,'hte embroidered handkerchief with initials 
Long white kid gloves 
Beige knit purse with silver top 
Trousseau linen retticoat rith embroidered hem 
Large size hoop 
(Extra petticoats if available for padding...) 
Thite cotton stockings 
Ballet type slippers, white if possible (no open toes or heels) 
No nail polish' 

(more)



Pa e 4
data for writinf of commentar.r contd:

Hair arrangement:

Attitude:

Severe, with center .art, hair drawn straight down across 

forehead and over or around under ears, with cluster oT 

curls or low cbignon orudi-n, frY ronded onening in 

back of bonnet.

Prim and demure, witb sweet smile, erecrt nostmre, and a gliding 

walk, taking small little steps.

Action: lift skirt slightly in front to show Detticoat 'hen mentioned in 

comrsentary...open and use fan, show picture on back of locket when 

mentioned.  

Be on hand at ..... time ...... place ..... date



ntary used for the style show:

ITFU 717ZE _9 Z 65 . . ~. . . . 4 -U !C C-nRae 

e le of the early hoopskirt period is this plaid taffeta dress.  

ein front" bodice like the pioneer , but has the added style 

wh w known a the "pagoda sleeve." a full sleeve attached to a dropped 

Itt condition, the taffeta as good as new. The 

kirt woud akness lining of crinoline and 

cbric T b t bows the chin we coy and becomng to the petite 

t o i th dainty linen fan lends a feminine air, andso prod 

d aoten needed when the lack of breat 

room in her dress made surival 

The brd in t4de brw smdeled by "ray Jones, wo just ft noti 

and the "side-dra " bodie so pay was also able to squeeze into 

the little white kid pumps of this period.  

Her intricately shirred bonnet has ribbons to match the dress which is trimmed 

with narrow bands of grayish fur. The satin parasol brings out the creamy quality 

of the pearl buttons. A real bustle hoop with a swoop out the back gives this its 

silhouette.  

Added information which may be used if time permits; 

Most shoes of the 70's and before had no right and left. They were identical 

when new, with long straight z square toed soles, and became shaped to the right 

and left foot by wearing them.  

In the 80,s the women began to look toward a more active life. They longed to 

play tennis, go boating, or to ride bicycles or "wheels" as they were then called.  

It was in the 80's that the big-wheel "bone-shaker" skimmed around the Capitol Square, 

a sight that probably started a hankering in many a female heart to be a tomboyl

Page 5



Schools, hobby shows, county fairs, book fairs, teachers 

conventions, and public libraries have provided oppor

tunities for Museum displays, schools and libraries being 

the most frequent borrowers.  

The Museum has a few slide lectures with accompany

ing mimeographed lectures, to furnish interested publics.  

One, Buckskins to Bobby-Sox, views fashions through the 

years. Lantern slides on historic sites, objects, build

ings, and people are available on request.  

In 1946, in cooperation with the University Bureau 

of Visual Instruction, the Museum produced two black and 

white film strips which were popular. The latest venture 

in this field by the Museum consists of five film strips, 

utilizing colored cartoons, made with the support of the 

State Centennial Committee. The set, with an accompany

ing Teachers' Manual, prepared under the direction of 

Field Representative, W. H. Glover, may be purchased for 

$22.50. The Wisconsin Society is the first historical 

society in the country to make such a series. Five hundred 

sets were made, the number being predicated on the number 

of projectors in the state, and as of June 1, 1950, about 

one hundred had been sold to schools in the state.  

"The set has been well received in school circles.  

It has been shown to an enthusiastic group of officials 

of the State Department of Public Instruction. It has 

been televised over WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee; and it has re

ceived special mention in an award of merit to the Society
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ON F1ILMA STR IPFS 
F A e r 

we re bleto ffe thse ul colo ue anstrips



VSC=U;g:RY 
on Filai 'Ps 

1. UNDER THREE FIAGS 30 color cartoons covering early 
history TFUY -the state's discovery in 1634 to the period 
of American accession of the Northwest Territory, 1813.  
Includes the story of French exploration., missions and 
fur trade., and the French and IndianTlars, 

2. AMERICAN SETTLEIAENT -- 30 color cartoons telling the story 
of early settlement., the influx of government and law., the 
establishment of the Wisconsin Territory and the State of 
Wisconsin, the accession of Indian la ' ds., and the expansion 

of travel and cowmVdbafton facilities* Covers the period 

.1816 to 18464 

3. EMOENCE OF A NODKIN ECONOMY - 30 color cartoons shordng 
Wisconsint7n9r-c=rWa -frontier settlement to a major force 
in the nationts economy. Covers immigration of nationality 
groups., growth of the railroads and lake traffic., development 
of wheat and flour production., education., the reaction to the 
slavery problem and the State's participation in the Civil 
War, the change to diversified agriculture., and governmental 
problems after the war. Covers the period 1848 to 1893.  

40 T EXIM deptct±rrg -the_ 

socio-econo cal Sustments efftatedfrom 1893 to 1929.  
Covers the story of the struggle for political control of 
state and local governments,, the Spanish-American War, the 
rise of the LaFollette Progressives and progressive legis
lation enacted, the growth of urban labor class and labor 
problems, beginning of co-operatives., expansion of second
ary and higher education services..the World War I period, 
and the change in both rural and urban living standards to 
the stock market crash of 1929.  

5. WISCONSIN COMES OF AGE - 1929 to 1948, 27 color cartoons 
including discussions of Depression problems and emergency 
legislation, conservation and rehabilitation, federal aid 
and the Roosevelt economy, mechanization of agriculture., 
the rise in the importance of manufacturing in the state's 
economy., World War II, and post-war problems.  

SPONSORED BY TT,-D' , STATE CENTENNILL COM1ITTEE 

Price for set of 5 Strips 
incl, box and study guide 

4'0'22-50 F.O.B. Madison 

Send orders or requests for further information to: 
TIM, STATE HISTORIG&L SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 

816 State Street, Madison 6, Wisconsin



for its recent contributions to the field of state and 

local history."ll 

Museum plans are to correlate visual aids with educa

tional programs; to prepare circulating exhibits of natural 

objects, such as household implements, for study materials; 

to build up the collection by photographic competition, a 

special project being underway, in cooperation with Professor 

George Hill of the Rural Sociology Department of the Univer

sity and with the Grant County Historical Society, to 

document Grant County life photographically; to produce 

automatic projectors with lectures, by attaching sound 

equipment to commercial machines; to organize folk museums, 

especially in the fields of agriculture and labor, in order 

to recall the changes in the life of the common man.  

Lack of funds prevents the Museum from purchasing a 

museum-o-bile, as is used by the Illinois Society, to take 

the museum to the public.  

To some extent, radio has been utilized by the Museum 

in the past. It has cooperated with the University Station 

WHA, by suggesting ideas for plays; it has sponsored 

scattered radio programs on such subjects as holiday 

customs; in 1948-'49, it ran a fifteen-minute drama-

"Wisconsin Cavalcade," every Thursday at 10:15 P.M. on 

Madison Station WKOW; it cooperated with Robert Gard in his 

"Wisconsin Yarns" program on WHA; but expense and lack of 

time and talent for producing scripts and for dramatizing 

necessitated discontinuance of participation in radio



programs.  

The Museum and its extension services are advertised 

in Society publications, including those reaching junior 

members. Schools throughout the state are circularized, 

generally at the commencement of the school year, on 

museum visual aids for loan and for purchase. The story 

of the production of the film strips, by Curator John 

Jenkins, appeared in American Heritage, September 1949, 

a publication of the American Association for State and 

Local History.  

Notices of exhibits are prepared for local papers, 

which notices emphasize for long periods, the same permanent 

exhibits, such as "Dolls" and "Ole Bull's Bed and Dresser," 

the latter having appeared in the "Calendar" of the Wis

consin State Journal, a Madison daily, from August 11, 1950 

to December 15, 1950, and for periods preceding and follow

ing these dates.  

From time to time, illustrated feature articles on 

Museum activities have appeared in the Wisconsin State 

Journal. 1950 stories describe the doll collection; 

Mtrs. Dean Meeker and her work as artist for the Society; 

the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Madison Free Library, 

for the celebration of which the Society loaned costumes, 

a sewing machine and other objects; the Society acquisi

tion of a camera with a "vest button lens,"; and the 

Wisconsin Story in Architecture.
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School Services. Initiated in 1947 to stimulate the 

interest of school age children in local history and to 

provide the schools with working materials on local his

tory, the Wisconsin Junior Historians Program in 1950 

ranks first among like programs in the nation, with 17,231 

members. Winnebago County, with 1843 junior members and 

100 chapters, ranks first in the state in 1950.  

Chapters usually are organized, under faculty sponsor

ship, by children in public and private schools. 1950 

membership comprised 943 junior chapters, 13 senior high 

schools, 114 Catholic schools, 2 4-H clubs, 3 girl scout 

troops, 1 Lutheran school, 11 county normal schools, 3 state 

teachers colleges, 2 vocational schools, 1 Wisconsin school 

for girls, 1 Emerson orthopedic school, 792 elementary 

schools--rural, village, city. Each member, for an annual 

fee of $.25, receives a membership card and button and 

Badger History (a monthly from September to May). The 

chapter is provided with a printed charter and is eligible 

to receive from the Society, visual aids on loan and 

supplementary materials of every description on local 

history. The Wisconsin Teacher Newsletter (monthly from 

September to May) is sent to the chapter sponsor. Chil

dren who are not members of chapters may receive Badger 

History for $.75 a year, and adults, for $1.50 yearly.  

Single copies are 4.20.  

Inspirations olMrs. Mary Touhy Ryan, Supervisor of 

the Division, are a circulating curriculum box of books





Junior Historians In Wisconsin 

1949-1950 

- Number of chapters 

Number of members



JUNIOR HISTORIANS IN WISCONSIN 

1949 - 1950 

943 Chapters 

17,231 Members

The Leading Counties

By Chapters 

138-Grant 

100-Winnebago 

72-Sauk 

47-Columbia 

46-Milwaukee 

38-Brown 

35-Eau Claire 

26-Dane 

26-Rock 

22-Manitowoc 

22-Waushara

By Members 

1843-Winnebago 

1737-Milwaukee 

1462-Grant 

1210-Brown 

822-Sauk 

714-Rock 

612-Eau Claire 

507-Outagamie 

504-Manitowoc 

482-Columbia



and pamphlets on history, containing information as to 

prices and publishers, and a circulating activities box 

of sample activities of schools, providing suggestions 

for over three hundred projects in connection with local 

history.  

Badger history, 8k" x 11", designed for the junior 

high school level, has a special section for intermediate 

grades, has large type, colored, illustrated covers, 

approximately thirty-two glossy pages, and is profusely 

illustrated. Contents are written by and for school 

children. Children's contributions in 1947-'48 numbered 

115; in 1948-'49, 286; in 1949-'50, 269.  

Biographies, study helps, anniversaries for observance, 

quizzes and crossword puzzles, book reviews, stories of 

historic homes and places, creative poetry, pupil inter

views, vocabulary builders columns, nationality discussions, 

facsimiles of unusual documents, columns on "Things to 

See," "Things to Do," "Fun with Hobbies," and inspiring 

messages from noteworthy adult contemporaries are illus

trative of contents..  

Other than to membership, in 1950, Badger History went 

to 1137 individual subscribers; 6 county normal schools; 

77 libraries; 31 Catholic schools; 8 Lutheran schools; 14 

senior high school libraries; 13 Junior -high school 

libraries; 8 state teachers colleges; 1 Boy Scout troop; 

1 Wisconsin school for boys; 47 Wisconsin homes for depend

ent children. In addition, 1200 copies were requested by



adults. The popular appeal, from front cover to back, 

of this beautifully edited magazine is evidenced by its 

large circulation. Complimentary mailings during 1950 

went to the Governor, Society staff, advisory committee 

of the Board and 324 to superintendents whose pupils had 

articles printed therein, and to newspaper editors in 

towns where the student authors reside. The 324 mailings 

"greatly increased newspaper publicity," according to the 

Supervisor of the School Services Division.  

The Wisconsin Teacher Newsletter stresses various 

teaching aids. It is a communications medium for the 

Society and also for educational agencies concerned with 

history, as is shown in the publicizing of a new University 

of Wisconsin Extension course, "The History of Wisconsin," 

in the September 1950 issue.  

Thirteen hundred and eight copies of the Newsletter 

were mailed each month from September to May, 1950, to 

chapter leaders, rural supervisors, city supervisors, 

elementary supervisors, the advisory committee, elementary 

supervisors of state teachers colleges and to individuals 

requesting it.  

Attachments to Newsletters included: September-

Application Blank; October--Junior Membership Report To

date, Charters, and Suggested Reading; November--Junior 

Membership Report, Order Blank for Calendar, and Helps 

for Junior Historians Tours; December--Junior Membership 

Report and Visual Aids of State Historical Society;





January--Junior Membership Report and Wisconsin Background 

Winter Reading; February--Junior Membership Report and 

Scholastic Writing Awards Contest Blank; March--Junior 

Membership Report; April--Suggestions for Your Visit to 

Madison; May--Summary of Junior Memberships by County, 

Application Blank, and Suggestions Sheet for School 

Programs.  

Among the divisional activities for 1950 carried out 

by Mrs. Ryan and two assistants were: exhibiting materials 

at nine conventions throughout the state (Wisconsin Educa

tion Association Convention, Milwaukee; Hobby Show, Milwau

kee; Junior Historians County Convention, New Diggings; 

Waukesha County historical Society; Annual Meeting of the 

State Society at Ephraim; Social Studies Convention, 

Madison; Wisconsin Congress of Parents and Teachers, 

Milwaukee; Library Section, Southern Wisconsin Education 

Association, Madison); carrying on an extensive program 

of public talks throughout the state to commencement 

audiences, teachers institutes, junior historians, home

makers' clubs, county normals, women's clubs, public and 

private schools; assisting WHA, Madison, with materials 

for "Wisconsin Cities" broadcasts; dispatching 254 infor

mation packets, on request; sending out to members, 

"Suggestions for Tours in Madison" and "Visual Aids" for 

the Museum; sending sample Society publications (including 

new books) for examination, to teachers and principals; 

issuing an edition of Badger History to assist the Society





GUIDES TO JUNIOR HI3TORICAL TOURSt :ITIERE TO GOL WHAT TO S2EI 

by 
Mary Tuohy Ryan 

State Historical Society 
Madison 6, Wisconsin 

A request from 1i.orrisonville "Our junior historians are interested 
in taking a tour of northern Wisconsin. We would like a lot of in
teresting spots to include in our trip. Could you send us such a 
list? Also where might we find some interesting reading material 
about these places?"We suggested the helps listed below. Maybe they 
will help you too.  

1 Hillan Dale's Complete Guide Book to Wisconsin: Where To Go, What 
To See. Hillan D5le House Pub11 i- n,---2N_. ills St.,!adison.50.  

2 Department of Public Instruction. Statewide Conservation Curriculum 
Comniittee,Madison 1,Wisoonsin. A Guide to Conservation Education.  
2nd printing,March 1950. Free t -ssH' -oss.See'paLes s69TVrT --oa
tion of historic spots: landmarks, buildings, Indian mounds, monu
menzt and markers, battlefields and old forts, memorial parks, 
trails and roads, military reservations, trail trees. For location 
of recreational spots as: state parks and forests, roadside pal.s, 
county and municiT parks, public hunting grounds, county forests.  
For location of scenic spots as: moraines, caves, dams, forests and 
prairies, sprin, dells an7 dalles, quarries, river valleys,water
falls, islands, watersheds, scenic lights, highlands, monadnocks, 
marshes.  

3 McClelland,Harold. Through the Windshield in Southwest Wisconsin.  
Wisconsin State Jounal,19,l18,5o0 .2nd ed.l k9, .d 

4 Kohler,Wisconsin Historic Sites.Historic spots listed by regions,as 
Lake Superior Region,p.'. fper Mississippi Region,p .5.100.  

5 Wisconsin: a guide to the Badger State(American Guide Series)191l 
7) UT-is Y' j regions.  

6 1950 Wisconsin Recreation Guide published annually by the Wisconsin 
Divisin of the American Automobile Association,103 N.Hamilton,hMad
ison. Free, 

7.Nadison and Wisconsin Foundation,122 West Washington Ave.,Madison.  
Scenic Places and Trips Around MadisonWisconsin,one page mimeograph.  

n 11 iPcs and Toursin 11dason , six page mimeograph.  

8 Wisconsin Conservation Department. Recreational Publicity Division.  
kusums.Caves and Strange Places in Wisconsin. Two page mimeograph.  
O-l-din- csSHistori pots and Books About Wisconsin. Two page 
mime ograph.  

9 Titus,W.A. Historic Spots. See index of Wisconsin Magazine of His
torY. State-Tistri cal Society.



VISUAL AIDS

AVAILABLE FROV THE JfiTTSELM OF TH. STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF "TISCONSIN 
816 State Street 

Madison 6, isconsin 

November 1949 

This pamphlet presents the current exhibits and teaching materials prepared by 
the Museum of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin to meet the needs 
expressed by educators and institutions of the state. The exhibitions and other 
materials are offered for use by museums, colleges, schools, libraries, and other 
organized groups or institutions.  

This program has been made possible through the joint subsidy or cooperation of 
the State Historical Society of ffisconsin, The Jisconsin Centennial Committee, 
The Committee on Wisconsin Women, and the University of Wisconsin.  

Ve invite your suggestions for additional types of exhibits and educational aids 
which would prove valuable in the study and interpretation of Wisconsin.  

F. A. LaFayette 
Curator of Exhibits 
Museum 

COSTS 

The fees quoted after each exhibit include all rental charges to the exhibitor.  
If sufficient exhibitors request the displays, an itinerary will be set up and 
the only charge will be to the next point of display. The fees listed supersede 
those quoted in any previous Society listings.  

BOOKINGS 

Requests for exhibitions will be granted in order of application with the reserva
tion that the most efficient time schedule and economical transportation will be 
arranged for everone concerned. Because of occasional circumstances beyond our 
control, the Society does not guarantee shipping dates.  

LETGTH OF 2XHIBIT PERIOD 

Exhibitions listed are available for a period of two weeks. Time may be extended 
upon request.  

PUBLICITY 

Exhibitors are requested to give credit to the State Historical Society of 
disconsin in all news releases concerning display of exhibits.  

HANDLING 

Exhibitors are requested to take precautions to insure careful handling of the 
exhibits to prevent unnecessary wear and tear in uncrating and recrating material.  
Directions for uncrating and recrating will be followed wherever included.
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HANGING

All panels are provided with the simplest' hanging devices. Do not fasten by nailing 
directly through frames .or panels. Estimates on required running feet of linear 
wall space are figured o= minimWM' requirements.  

TRAIT7,LTTNG 7XIITS1 

COSTS, Fpress charges from-and to Vadison• The- exhibition is sent 
express collect, cost of which varies from $2 to $4 per exhibit 
each way, depending on distance. (Later routing may reduce costs.) 

1. The Discovery and Exploration of Wisconsin, 1634-1812.  

The story of 7isconsin's history through the Prench and British periods in 
pictures, charts, and diagrams, fully labeled. Nine 30" x 40" panels requiring 
an approximate minimum 32 feet of wall space for display.  

2. From Territo ry to tatehood, 1812-1848.  

The story of Wisconsin's pioneer history in pictures, including political 
events', home life and economy. Nine 30" x 40" panels requiring an approximate 
minimum 32 feet of wall space for display.  

3. Into a New Economy, 1848-1870.  

A graphic story of isconsin's history, including incidents leading to and 
during the Civil Jar, the change f oi -' whea6 and flour production to diversi
fied agriculture and the political struggles of the period. Twelve 30" x 40" 
panels-requidringr an -appr'oximate midnimum 46fet -f- al-sy.fcr -

4. A Lumber P aft Tri Down the Wisconsin River in 1887.  

Approximately 50 excellent quality "a tion" photographs made by H. I. Bennett, 
Kilbourn, on an actual raft run in l887. Tncludes charts showing raft 
construction and teminQol . Ten 3O'0 x 40" maonite panels requiring an 

apprximae mnimu 34feet of' wall space for diplay.  

5. Architecture in Inisconsin.  

A series of photographs and label showing the architectural tastes and trends 
in Wisconsin from early log cabins to the work of Frank Lloyd zright. Ten 
24" x 36" masonite panels requiring an. approximate minimum 20 feet of wall 
space for display.  

CLASS ROOT' OR CHALK TRAY "Xl IBITS 

COSTS: Shipped parcel post.. Costs from and to "adison, aprroximately 
350 to 450 each way. Send stamps or money order for costs from 
"adison. (Later routing may reduce costs.) 

6. A Lumber Raft Trip Down the W'isconsin River in 1887.  

A condensed version of exhibit #4 above. Sixteen 8xlO inch photographs with 
labels, mounted on 'cardboard which maFr be fastened to bulletin boards, walls, 
or used as chalktray exhibit. 7equires an approximate minimum 20 feet if 
displayed on wall.



STATE HISTORICAL SOCi.TY OF WISCONSIN 
SCHOOL SERVIC CS D P IPTYMENT 

Madison 6 

•HOW TO STUDY COUNTY HISTORY 
Suggested by Mary TuohRyan 

"Local history serves as the springboard from'then to now' and from 

'here to there'." 

PART I--BACKGROUND 

I.Geography of your count 
ALocaton-eaeve Boundaries of your county when organized? 

Changes that have been made?Section? 
B.Surface-Unusual hills?Prairies?Valleys?Rock formations? Water

sheds? Coulees? Lakes? Uighest and lowest elevation? 
Water supply? 

C.Climate-Temperature? Rainfall? Len~th of ,rowing season?Winds? 
D.Natural Resources-Jational or state forests? ParksWaterpower? 

Quarries?Liines?Water supply obtained in city and rural 
areas? Grazing,caping,fishing and hunting grounds?Rocks? 

E.Cities-Names and locations? Meaning of namies? History? Population 
then and now? Important businesses? 

F.Villages- Same as cities.  
G.Towns-Same as above.Hamlets" 1ain roads? 
H.Transportation-History.Reason for construction and location of 

local turnpikes? Old plank roads? Canals? Military roads? 
Local railroads? BuseS? Trails? U.S.,State,County hiLh
ways? Airports? 

II.History of your county 
A.Early History-Name of county,origin,meaning? Where county was 

authorized? Vihen formed? Size in acres?Part of what pur
chase,grant,annexation or cession? Famous citizens then 
and now?Famous settlers? Folklore tales? 

B.Settlement-Tribes of Indians? Nationalities?Claims?Pioneers? 
C.Historic Sites- Forts?Indian camp sites?Portages, Indian Reserva

tions?Iviounds?7"onuyents and :narkers for trails? Noted 
birth placesBattlefields? 1arly railroads? Landmarks? 

D.Interesting Sites- Peaks?Trees? Kettle Moraine? Irrigation project? 
Canals? Basins? Dams? Reservoirs? Governmental projects-
nationalstate,county? 

2.Scenic Sites- Resorts? Roadsides? Views? 
F.Recreational Sites- ZSwirtming pools? Youth hostels? County and 

uiunicipal golf? 
G.Present History- Niunber of townships? County seat? Growth of pop

ulation by decades,by 5 years? Size of County today, Var 
activities? Banks? Insurance Companies? Churches? Halls? 
Creameries? Post Offices? Ceneteriesl Unusual incidents 
and happenings? 

III Education in your county 
A.Scnool District-history of ownership of farms? Farms over 100 years 

old?Old families? Oldest resident now? Different profes
sions and occupations in district? Site of former school 
house? Development of district industries? Define town
ship.Biographies of early settlers.Town chairman, Town
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clerk? etc? Family trees? First telephone? First 
car? First marriage? First birth? First death? When 
did rural free delivery begin? Value of land in town
ship? Nationality of each family? Locate farms,springs, 
marshes,plowed lands,woods,creeks,roads on district 
map.History of school? Township location, joint or not? 

B.Schools of County- When organized? Number of pupils and teachers 
then and now? First school? Rural? Joint districts? 
State Graded? Higl4 Junior High? County Normal? State 
Teachers College? Private?Parochial? Buildings-old or 
unusual? 

C.Other Factors that Have Been or Are Educational
l.Present- Agricultural Societies? Fairs? Libraries? 

Grange? Newspapers? P.T.A.?*MothersClubs? School 
Societies? Junior Historians? Junior Red Cross? 
4-H? 'useums? County Historical Society? Music Fes
tivals? County Play Day? Cooperatives?County Agent? 

2.Past- Newspapers no longer published? Closed schools? 
D.County Superintendent and Supervisorsof Schools- History? Who? 

When? Contributions? 

IV.Religion in your county 
A.Churches- When and where established? German Lutheran? Norwegian 

Lutheran? English Lutheran? Tission Churches? Catho
lic? Evangelical? Slovak? Centenary Methodist? Grace 
Episcopal? Christian Science? and so on.  

B.Lodfes- Fraternal Orders? 

V.Industries in your coury 
iMEar1y Days- Fur TradingT Lumberlng? Farming? Mining? Inventions? 
B.Present Days- Dairying? Manufacturing? Factories,as aluminum, 

pickle,creameries,cheese,pea vineries,soy bean meal 
plants? 

C.Crops- Animals and Animal Products? 

VI.Government of your count 
A.Early Days- Create1hiow? Selection of county seat? Court House? 

Civil War sympathies? Politics? Noted legislators? 
Unusual rules? 

B.Present Government-l.Legislative Department-Vested in the county 
board? Regulations,ordinances? powers? Supervisors? 
2.Executive Department-Vested in clerk, treasurer,reg
ister of deeds, surveyor,district attorney or sheriff, 
superintendent of schoolsclerk of circuit court? How 
does each help you and your father? 
.Judicial Department-Probate or county judge? 
.State and county institutions.  

PART II-- ACTIVITIES 

1.Use your own personal observation and knowledge.  
2.Do some research. Does your county or community have an organized 
County Historical Society or a County Museu or Public Library? 

3.Use newspapers from old files if possible in county libraries,or 
office where your county or city paper is published.  

4.Interview early settlers, individually or by small conriittees.  
5.Read books.Consult private,city,county officials,as register of deeds 
office,banker,aged doctor.
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Examine Wisconsin mate s in State Dpartmen Public Instruction.  
Borrow -.rs.Ryan's Wisconsin hobby scrapbook.  
.Lodk at pamphlets: often commerical clubs and fraternal orders ad
vertise a community by this -method; county fairs; pageants and 
plays; junior chamber of commercelocal resort; industry;business 
concern;commenceient programs,dedication programs.  

9.'Examine old letters,diaries,journals.  
*~ 1.Visit the State Historical Society library.This is not a lending 

Slibrary.Subscribe to its Wiscoqin MaWazine of History 
l 1.Look for scrapbooks'plush albums,photo6raphs.7 
12.Jse bibliographies of Recent Wisconsin Materi corn 1ld by lrs 
Ryan in the Wisconsin Reading Circle Annua ng in 194I 

13.Consult old-and present day city d cEiOnWy irectories and maps.  
14-.Read reports of territorial,state governors,other state officials.  
15-Use U.S.Government and state reports pertaining to your county as 

in agriculture,oensus reports.  
16.Run a "Request" news story in local newspaper.Ask for help-

stories,old book and newspapersrecords and so on.  
17Oranize a Junior Historians Chapter and start them 'interview

ing" as a language arts exercise.  
18.Build up the Wisconsin shelf of materials in your school library.  
19.Send for publications buying list from State Historical Society.  
20.Study school clerk's records,school registers,mInutes of school 
board meetings,county superintendents' reports.  

21.Search in court house for old county histories, as in register of 
deeds'clerksurveyorts office.  

22.Use committees of pupils.  
2 3.Spot inforzation on a l ge handmiade-ounty map by the boys and 4J 

ir s ( maybe paint i o ' ?er).  
24 Study and' learn-o ow 
25.VIake county historic pilgrimages. Let the boys and girls see for 

themselves.Have them write up the trip afterward.  
26.List and locate historic places in the county.  
27.2ncourage the boys and girls to send stories with historic inter

est to BADGER HISTORY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS magazine.  
28.Aiake squTIheTstionnaires for information about farms in district.  
29.Look up ACTIVITIES-in index of May 1949 BADGER HISTORY,pafe 21.  
30.Examine study materials on "Wisconsin Shelf" in county superin

tendent's office.  
31.Keep newspaper clippinss,day by day,to make a current history 

scrapbook.  
32.Read in BADG2R HISTORY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS magazine.  

New Study Helps- .2b,Feb7rUa,-p.7,September,1945;p.10 :.arch, 
p---,October,9 9.9 

Sources of Information on Wisconsin--p.13,October,19h8.  
Century Family-- p.8 ,October,1948 
How Columbia County Studied Local ilistory--p.12,October,1948 
Praise for Columbia County-- p.? ,February, 1948 
Iy Ancestry-- p.21,January,1949 
Historic Landmarks-- P.3 ,February, 194 
New Diggings--p.7,Deceimber,1947;8,January,1948;5, iarch, 1949.  
Genealogy Chart-- p.12,April,1949 
Sauk County Studies Local History-- p.2,October,1947 
Pupil-teacher Planning in County History--p.6,November,1947 
Letters from Children-- p.27,.April 1948 
Winneconne history,Winnebago County--p.l,May,l948 
Manitowoc County History-- p.7,January,1948 
We Have Received From You--p.21,Januaryp.26,February,l1948; 
p.16 February,p.12,March,p.8,April and p.28,October,1949



in locating aviation history materials; publicizing 

Society books and selling memberships, in connection with 

speaking and exhibits; sending personal acknowledgments 

to 943 chapters; sending letters and junior program bro

chures to superintendents.  

In addition to those mentioned, some of the major 

accomplishments of the program, since its inception, under 

Mrs. Ryan's direction, are that it has encouraged a closer 

tie-up between local and state societies; encouraged 

writing of county and school district histories; helped 

preserve pioneer and old settlers' stories; encouraged the 

Society to print materials for children, such as It 

Happened Here and the filmstrips; encouraged county meet

ings of junior historians; provided the first children's 

program ever given at an annual meeting of the State 

Society; provided outline for county history study; en

couraged junior historians to act as guides at historic 

houses; suggested procedures for club formation, such as 

charter, constitution, and secretary's book; made sug

gestions for history correlation with language arts, 

social studies, music, art; suggested pen pals and thus 

tried to foster better understanding and neighborliness 

around the state.  

The children in the three years, according to 

Mrs. Ryan, have made money to finance historical tours, 

to purchase film strips, to erect a historical marker 

at Prairie du Chien; put on exhibits at county and 4-H



fairs; published orbook, New Diggings Is An Old Diggings; 

made dioramas and historical displays, museums and junior 

historians rooms, maps, scrapbooks, murals, friezes; 

collected place names in counties; made lists of county 

landmarks; taken photographs of historical markers and 

places; made genealogy charts and written ancestor stories; 

turned in lists of "One Hundred Famous People" and won 

trips to the Centennial Exposition.  

"On May 15, 1950, Dr. Lord received this letter of 

approval from Dr. Edward Krug, professor of education at 

the University of Wisconsin and chairman of the state 

social studies committee: 

'Dear Dr. Lord: 

'Last week at a meeting of the Social Studies 
Committee of the Wisconsin Educational Planning 
Program, the discussion turned to ways of reaching 
accepted social studies goals. We spoke about the 
Junior Historical Program and we agreed that it is 
a power for good. It not only gives much needed 
emphasis upon Wisconsin history, but, through its 
activities, in aiding the personal and social 
development of Wisconsin boys and girls.  

'Teachers enjoy the Wisconsin Teacher News
letter; pupils look forward to their own maga
zine. They like the human interest stories, 
historic pictures, puzzles, quizzes, maps, Indian 
tales, and biographies of men and women who have 
made Wisconsin history. What a thrill children 
get when they see their own contributions in 
print...  

'Perhaps the "extras" count most of all-
the parliamentary practices, the social develop
ment, the continuing activity following what 
under ordinary circumstances might be just one 
unit of a social studies program. Boys and 
girls who have once joined the Junior Historical 
Society keep on belonging. They get the Badger 
History magazine year after year. They read It



from cover to cover--so do their parentst Inter
est grows and so does good citizenship.  

'We want you to know how Ieartily we endorse 
the Junior Historical Frogram. '

4 

This division is doing a thorough and effective selling 

job of its own program and the program of the entire Society, 

due in large part, to the efforts of Mrs. Ryan, who has 

made local history a dynamic, colorful reality to thousands 

in the state. The program is reaching a wide public-

children and parents--and it is a Society investment cer

tain to pay long-term dividends in a forthcoming adult 

citizenry, aware of their heritage and alert to their 

trust as custodians of that heritage. More extensive 

dissemination of the program in northern Wisconsin is 

planned, which Mrs. Ryan feels will take at least five 

years to accomplish satisfactorily. The junior program 

is not self-supporting, and funds for continuance and 

expansion of it are necessary.  

Field and Instructional. Organizing historical societies 

on local (community and county) levels throughout the state 

is supervised by Field Representative, W. H. Glover. There 

are approximately forty local societies in Wisconsin, 

membership ranging from 3 to 600. A purely voluntary re

lationship exists between the local organizations and the 

State Society, some individuals belonging to both groups.  

But an incorporated local society is considered an auxil

iary or affiliate of the State Society and is entitled to



the representation of one voting delegate at Society 

meetings and, in addition, files with the Society an 

annual report on its work.  

Counties of urban population and average or better 

economic status generally evidence the most activity in 

local historical societies--Kenosha, Milwaukee, 'Waukesha, 

LaCrosse, Rock, Grant, and Brown.1 3 Burnett County, in 

northern Wisconsin, is interested in marking historic 

sites for tourist trade; consequently its local society 

is chiefly concerned with this aspect of the program.  

To a large extent, success in finding "one person to 

take hold in every case," determines the initial success 

of the local society, the Field Representative maintains.  

In Marathon County, where there are large and diversified 

industries, and civic leadership in Wausau, the Field 

Representative has six times made unfruitful attempts to 

help organize a local group and has had no response until 

recently. The "right person" is now on the scene.  

Identification of local interests with the historical 

society program is accomplished through the Field Repre

sentative's knowledge of the region he is servicing. He 

considers the local inhabitant the best source of infor

mation.  

Strengthening the ties of the Society to its members 

and to the county and community societies, providing good 

service to would-be donors of materials to library or 

museum, increasing memborship, accomplished by public



talks, individual, local, and regional conferences, place 

the Field Representative in constant and personal touch 

with individuals throughout the state.  

Northern Wisconsin counties are relatively unorganized 

as to local societies and present the problem of identi

fying Society work with land use--a problem paramount to 

inhabitants of northern Wisconsin.  

July 6, 7, 8, 1950, in Madison, the State Society 

sponsored for the first time, an institute, to teach repre

sentatives of local groups to become better historians 

and conversant with historical society procedures and 

activities. General meetings, roundtable exchanges of 

problems, and demonstrations were mutually beneficial to 

the State Society and to the forty-five local delegates.  

Cooperation between the two in areas of library collection, 

school programs, research programs, appropriations, publi

city, advice, manuscript collecting, museum extension ser

vices, museum collecting, and membership were discussed.  

A special committee was set up to study a contemplated 

official agreement between the Society and local organi

zations, to effect closer cooperation and understanding.  

Staff members of the State Society conducted the institute, 

the Director presiding at the general meetings.  

At the institute, the representative of the Grant 

County Historical Society, vhich organization reports 

800 charter members in the first seven months of its 

existence, explained the membership promotion employed.
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RE: INSTITUTE FOR LOCAL HISTORY 

Dear Member: 

You are invited to attend our first Institute on Local History, 
scheduled to take place in our building at Madison Thursday, July 6 through 
Saturday, July 8. Our purpose is to offer some practical suggestions to 
people interested in local history as well as to bring together a group 
wh i~lenmJnya chance to~ Prxhanide-taa~~ge~adI cis~ n 

We propose to offer a series of informal workshops to cover several phases 
of historical activities, hold three meetings for open discussion, and give 
you a chance to hear Miss Mari Sandoz, one of America's most distinguished 
regional writers.  

The schedule of the meetings, with reservation blanks, is on the 
reverse of this sheet, We hope that you will consider the possibility of 
coming yourself and that you will pass along the notice to non-members who 
might be interested if you cannot take advantage of the opportunity. We 
have ha f r i as well 

-2P 1as T from _ -macren c ~ re -that bei~ -ita-real co11ectio-n-ot
talents from around the state to point up the interest of the meetings.  

Miss Sandoz, our speaker for the dinner meeting on Friday July 7, 
is the author of Old Jules and a number of other serious regional studies.  
We are fortunate that she is on the University faculty this summer, In 
reply to our request that she address the meeting she writes: "Yes I should 
enjoy tal1ging to the society. I'm no professional speaker, as you well 
know, but I like historical society people." We know that many will enjoy 
hearing her, and we will accept extra reservations for this dinner, 

Please return your reservation blank by June 20. We will need 
.time to complete arranment aA *here are monly a limitedi number of room..  
available at the low cost announced# We look forward to a pleasant and 
profitable opening to this new line of work.  

Sincerely yours, 

Clifford L. Lord



INSTITUTE ON LOCAL HISTORY

Thursday, July 6 Friday, July 7 Saturday, July 8

10-11:30 
General Meeting 
Discussion of local 
society activities, 
particularly 
collecting 

1:00-3:00 
Workshops 
1. General museum 

work: exhibits 
(Lichter and 
LaFayette) 

2. Cataloging pro
cedures: Museum 
(Jenkins and 
Gleason) 

3. Editing and Pub
lishing (Appel) 

4. Use of sources in 
Historical study 
(Smith, Wilcox,

9:30-11:30 
General Mee.ting 
Round table: 
continued discus
sion of local 
problems 

1:00-3:00 
Workshops 
I. General museum 

work: exhibits& 
activities 

2. Cataloging: pictures 
3. Editing and pub

lishing 
h Use of sources

9:30-11:30 
Workshops 
1. General Museum work: 

care & preservation 
2, Cataloging: booksr& 

manuscripts 
3o Editing and publishing 
4. Use of sources 

1:00 
General Meeting 
Continuation of 
Previous Discussion 
Critique of the 
Institute

3:00 
Open House

7.:00 
Supper, Memorial Union 
Mari Sandoz, Values in 
Local History

RESERVATIONS

I expect to attend workshop No.  

Reserve a room for me for [ 
at $2.00 per night * 

(1. General Museum 
.~2. Cataloging 

3. Editing and publishing 

4* Use of sources 

1 Thursday night, July 6 
---] Friday night, July 7

*This number of University rooms available at this price is limited.  
Reservations will be honored in order of receipt.  

Reserve a place for me at the buffet supper meeting July 7, at the 

Memorial Union. Price: $1.00 or less.  

Signature,

Please return by June 20



Every business and professional man in every town, city, 

and village in the county was personally approached as a 

prospective member. The prospects were interested by the 

promises of assistance to the county junior program; of 

restoration of the E pi@ q op 1 Cemetery in Lancaster, 

where former Governor Dewey is buried; of publishing and 

disseminating a newsletter; and of taking tape recordings 

of old settlers' stories. The Junior Historians Program 

in Grant County has been so successful that children want

ed their parents to join the adit group, the delegate 

reported.  

The bulletin or newsletter of the local society was 

emphasized as a major stimulator of interest in local 

history. The Kenosha Society newsletter contains bio

graphical' sketches, sprightly anecdotes, and advertises 

the State Society program. Kenosha employs five-minute 

spots on the radio, transcribed from tape recordings.  

Delegates' reactions to the institute indicated they 

desire to have more than the one annual workshop meeting 

each year and prefer a more closely knit schedule of work

shop demonstrations. A written critique of the workshop, 

and suggestions for future improvement were requested 

of the delegates by the Director at the closing session.  

The Society has proposed to the University of 

Wisconsin the establishment of a series of university 

courses for a minor in historical society work. It is 

as yet unapproved. The courses aim at giving the student
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an over-all perspective of the field and preparing trained 

personnel for employment. Society relations with the 

public is one of the suggested studies, in addition to 

such aspects as administration, museum, library, archives, 

research and collecting.  

Markers and Sites. Collaborating with the State Highway 

Commission, the State Conservation Department, the State 

Planning Board, and the Department of Public Instruction, 

the Society identifies historic sites with official markers.  

The markers provide official-looking information of educa

tional and inspirational content for tourists and the 

general public.  

In 1948 the Society set up a Committee on Historic 

Sites and Markers to recommend to the Governor's committee, 

sites to be marked. Professional and scientific advisors 

recommend proposed sites for marking to the Society com

mittee. The Society, represented by Raymond S. Sivesind, 

aids in the preparation of texts for markers, which texts 

are cleared by the Society committee and then by the 

Governor's committee. Operational agencies may furnish 

and erect markers on sites approved.  

In January of 1949, the Governor's committee adopted 

for uniform use) a marker bearing the shield of Wisconsin 

at the top. The marker will generally be a few rods off 

the highway, at a wayside drive-in, which the Highway 

Commission prepares as part of its roadside development
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0* 3^ 6' 9" 12

OFFICIAL MARKER NO. I 
For use in- rural areas 

ROADSIDES WAYSIDES ROADSIDE PARKS 
STATE PARKS COUNTY PARKS COMMUNITY PARKS 
Ample space for removal of cars from the highway 

should be provided.  

Note.
Materials for support of Official Tablet Marker may 
be of stone, brick, wood, or material in harmony with 
the site selected for erection of the marker.  
Standard highway approach markers may be used when 
convenient.

W.S.P.B. Jan. 1950.



work. Warning signs advising the motorist of the way

side spot and of the marker are placed a thousand feet 

back on the highway.  

At Red Banks, near Green Bay, the new marker com

memorates the landing place of Nicolet in Wisconsin. In 

Dane County, the marker near Sauk City tells one chapter 

of the bloody Black Hawk War that terrorized the lead 

mining region in the summer of 1832.  

The Conservation Department is currently developing 

thirty to forty waysides, besides the 168 in existence, 

and the markers are being increasingly erected along 

Wisconsin highways.  

In 1948, the Society and the State Conservation 

Department entered a cooperative arrangement for the 

development and restoration of historic sites, with 

Mr. Sivesind as Supervisor of the program. Restored his

toric sites symbolize and vivify in spirit and physical 

essence, the American Story. The Society is rehabili

tating the Nelson Dewey homestead at Cassville and the 

Eleazer Williams home in DePere, two of the six sites in 

the state operated by the Conservation Department.  

The recent acquisition by the Society of the Villa 

Louis at Prairie du Chien, the 107-year old home of 

Wisconsin's first millionaire, was made possible by the 

F. R. Bigelow Foundation grant to the Society. The Villa 

is the only Society-owned site. In the words of the 

Director:



86



"Locale of Indian conclaves and treaties, the 
site of the first Fort Crawford, this seat of 
the agent of the Astor fur interests is a fine 
example of an upper Mississippi River plantation.  
Furnished as it has been by the Dousman heirs 
with authentic family pieces and portraits, it 
is one of the show places of the upper river.  
It is a welcome and valued addition to our plant. l 4 

Mr. SivesInd, as secretary of the Society's Historic 

Sites Committee, and as advisor to the Wisconsin Historical 

Markers Committee, participates in policy-making for the 

programs. As supervisor of the programs, he is responsible 

for execution of the policies. Additionally, he assists 

in publicizing the programs and the Society as a whole by 

giving frequent public talks before such audiences as old 

settlers groups and the Colonial Dames, and by furnishing 

the press with information.  

Such newspapers throughout the state as the Sheboygan 

Press and Wisconsin State Journal currently publicize the 

markers and sites programs with illustrated feature 

stories.  

Advertisements of commercial firms utilize Wisconsin 

historic sites. The Home Insurance Company pictured the 

Dousman House (Villa Louis) in a Time Magazine ad, and the 

Ladish Malting Company plans to use Wade House at Greenbush 

in Sheboygan County, in a forthcoming advertisement.  

These programs are publicized, additionally, in Conser

vation Department pamphlets.  

Public Contact. In addition to publicity activities carried



on by the Museum, the School Services Division, the Markers 

and Sites Programs, Membership Program, and by the Field 

Representatives, Miss Dora M. Drews, the Supervisor of 

Public Contacts, devotes full time to interpreting the 

Society program to the public. She promotes sales of publi

cations ; writes and distributes special bulletins and 

pamphlets; writes and releases materials for press and 

radio; delivers public addresses and makes arrangements for 

them, and for those of other staff members; corresponds with 

other historical societies, individuals, and organizations; 

promotes contests and tours; and prepares a weekly newspaper 

column* 

Public opinion of the Society, loosely determined by 

editorial comment, activities of members,, number of members, 

letters, and public reactions to speakers is considered 

good by the Society. The Supervisor sees two Milwaukee and 

two Madison papers and uses the Wisconsin Press Association 

clipping service, which service, she states, is not entirely 

effective for the purposes of the Society.  

"Any publicity is good publicity," is the viewpoint 

of the Supervisor, but she avers that too much news surfeits.  

She calls the attention of the press (by telephone or mail) 

to Society news. No regular schedule of releases of news 

to the press is maintained, excepting a monthly clip 

sheet--Wisconsin Historical News--which key newspapers in 

the state and bordering states, and state radio stations 

receive. Approximately 39 Wisconsin dailies, 309 Wisconsin
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PF7SONJT TI oTA°i ! s__Ma Tuollrr Ryan, supervisor of sbhool s3rvices for the Ctabe 
Historical Society ofwlsconsEinfor-release to the press.  

Dora M . Drews 
State Historical Society 
816 State St., Madison 6 

Mrs* Mary Tuoby Ryan, supervisor of school services for the State 

Historical Society of Wisconsin, joined the staff of the Society 

in 1947. For eleven years prior to this appointment she was 

assi t ss f the s department 

of public instruction. A native of Eagle, and daughter o2 pioneer 

settlers in Waukesha county, Mrs. Ryan is well-known throughout 

the state for her work with Wisconsin ts school children.



I~et 'State of Xtiaroustj 

816 STATE STEET 

Madison 6, Wisconsin 

CLIF ORD L LORD 
DIRECTOR 

Please extend the appreciation of the State Historical Society t 
your organization for their kind reception of our staff , 
Ers Uary Tuohy R at their meeting recently. It wa a pleasure 
for her to be asked to an interesting and prominent 
group of persons, and ta 
experience, how important to the sq ti is 

Do not he" tate to call upon us at any tme for assistance in ielping 

Jisconsin people as vre can in order that we better spread the 
state's historical story the length and breadth of its environs, To 
many persons our educational and research services are unknmmn W 
offer help to all and our services are available to all.  

State Historical Society staff members available for speaking en
gagements include Dr. Clifford Lord, Society director, Dr. W1ilbur 
H, Glover and Ur. Raymond Sivesind, field representatives, Miss 
Dora Drews, head of public contacts, and Ers,, Ryan. It 's suggested 
that you request a booking at least one month in advance of your pro
jected program since our speakers are very busy people.  

Yours very truly, 

DIM Dora M. Drews 
dp Supervisor of Public Contacts



weeklies, and 300 individuals, besides out-of-state news

papers, receive the News--informational "squibs" for 

fillers and attached sheets for immediate release. The 

Supervisor states that about sixty-five per cent of the 

releases are printed by the press and that the amount of 

released materials actually utilized by state radio 

stations is a matter of conjecture.  

Contents of the Wisconsin Historical News, 1950, are 

as follows: 

Janua .-- Tittle-Bits" on: Chippewa Indians, 
foundTng of Madison, founding of Platteville, 
unusual early names; lead mining in pioneer 
days; a list of "Wisconsin Firsts"; 

February.--tTittle-Bits" on: mound builders, 
poneer remedies for ailments, early French 
settlers; a special release on Wisconsin 
aviation history; 

March.--"Tittle-Bits" on: Lincoln's visits 
to Wisconsin, founders of the Layton Art 
Gallery, community personalities of historical 
interest, passenger pigeons in pioneer days; 
a list of*Wisconsin Firsts"; 

April.--"Tittle-Bits" on: Wisconsin soldiers in 
the Civil War, pioneers of historic interest, a 
pioneer wedding, Voree--a Mormon settlement, 
early conservation measures; a list of "Wisconsin 
Firsts"; 

May.--"Tittle-Bits" on advertisements of Madison's 
or hwestern Business College, school teaching 

in early days, Eleazer Williams, the first kinder
garten in America; a list of "Wisconsin Firsts"; 

June.--"Tittle-Bits" on the first camp meeting 
TinWisconsin, the Old Military Road, founding 
of Cassville, historic figures in the Blackhawk 
War, first issues of the Milwaukee Sentinel and 
the Green Bay Intelligencer, early settlers; 
a list of "Wisconsin Firsts";





Wisconsin Historical N EWS 
The State Historical Society of Wisconsin Madison 6, Wisconsin 

Distributed monthly to the newspapers 
of Wisconsin. For special news or 
feature stories, -rite to Dora U. Drews, 
Supervisor of Public Contacts, State 
Historical Society, 

December 1949 Vol. 8, No. 12 

-WISCONSIN HISTORICAL TITTLE BITS 

In 1835 "Colonel" T. B. Shaunce of Dodgeville was challenged to a duel 

by an Irishman, Joseph Mcurtry. Shaunce agreed to fight but chose the weapons 

rocks at 40 feet, neither party to stir from his tracks until satisfied, When the 

time for the duel arrived, the two men, their seconds, and a large crowd gathered 

at the top of an old mining shaft. Colonel Shaunce handed the Irishman a pile of 

rocks and told him to go to the bottom of the mine shaft which was 40 feet deepl 

It is said that dueling was laughed out of Dodgeville as a result of this encounter.  

Cyrus Alexander, Thomas Crocker, James Meredith and (urtis Caldwell 

found mineral in a hole made by the overturning of a bee tree in the early part of 

18279 The lead or "lode" thus discovered was called "Bee Lead" and the town was 

named ,,Beetown,,.  

The first English-American known to have visited the Sawyer county region 

of 'Wisconsin was the famous Yankee traveler, Jonathan Carver, in 1767* The first 

resident fur traders of Sawyer county were the Warren brothers and John Baptiste 

Corbin.  

(more)



SONSIN HISTORICAL NS -2 - December 1949 

In the days of the Civil War, a devoted sister and brother, Sarah and Mason 

Collins, lived in the town of Lake 11ills. 'When the war broke out, Mason made up his 

mind to enlist and his sister decided to do the same. She was a robust girl with 

"the bloom of roses upon her cheeks" and could easily have borne the hardships of a 

soldierts life. Won over by her persistence, her brother aided in the deception.  

Her hair was cut short; she put on a man's apparel, and tried to get used to it.  

She accompanied her brother to the rendezvous of the company, and notwithstanding 

her soldier-like appearance, her sex was detected - it is stated, by her unmasculine 

manner of putting on her shoes and stockingst 

Among the early pioneers of Dodge county it oftentimes happened that more 

than one man wanted the same piece of land. In such cases, the fellow who could get 

to the Land Office with his money first was the lucky one. These contests were known 

as "Green Bay races", the United States Land Office being located at Green Bay* 

No expensive vehicles were necessary to go to church in the old days* 

Everybody valked or rode in a wagon drawn by oxen. Often when people walked they 

carried their shoes under their arms to save wear and put them on just before they 

reached the doors of the churchL 

When people traveled any distance to a dance half a century ago, the price 

of admission covered the horse and hay. Invitations Yere printed to a gala affair 

at the American House at Juneau in the winter of 1875 which read: "Bill, including 

dancing, supper and horse to hay, $2.00".

(more)
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Four tools were considered a full "kit" with which to build a tavern or 

residence in pioneer 1.7isconsin. These tools included an axe, a saw, a hammer, and 

an augur* 

During the rainy seasons the whole prairie about Fond du Lac was covered 

with vater in the early days; roads were almost impassable. Teams Tere oftentimes 

three to five days on the way from Sheboygan, and the stage three to four days from 

Milwaukee. The main street in the village looked like "a long vat of blacking, and 

the remainder of the thoroughfares were little else but bottomless sloughs and 

prodigious ruts, The mud looked like an octopus, and when a wheel or foot ventured 

into the mass, something seemed to grasp it." 

In 1850, James Ewen, proprietor of the Lewis House at Fond du Lac, waded 

out into the street early one morning before his guests had arisen and placed a 

pair of boots and a hat in the sticky mass. Passersby thought a man had drowned 

on land? 

A Vermonter visiting the village vrote the following doggerel to dis

courage future travelers-.  

"Great western waste of bottom land, 

Flat as a pancake, rich as grease, 

7There gnats are full as big as toads, 

And skeeters big as geeset" 

In 1840 when a pioneer went "shopping"t for provisions, he needed very 

little cash* He could buy a bushel of wheat for half a dollar, and a barrel of 

apples for four. A bushel of potatoes cost only 25 cents, butter only 8 cents a pound, 

eggs 8 cents a dozen, and whiskey, considered a necessity, 40 cents a gallonL 

(more)



WIS3ONSIN HISTORICAL NEWS

Wisconsin's first wave of invading whites dates just 14 years after the 

Pilgrims spied Plymouth Rock. It was 1634 when Jean Nicolet landed at Green Bay 

where he was the guest of honor at a feast of 120 roasted beavers put on by the 

friendly TTinnebago Indians. Nicolet's discovery and his report on the rich beaver 

skins lured many an adventuresome young Frenchman to the Wisconsin region. One wrote 

his homefolks the following letter describing life in the Great Lakes region: 

"We were in a terrestrial paradise. Fish and beaver abounded. We saw 

more than a hundred roebuck in a single band, and half as many famwns. Bearts meat 

was more savory than any pork in Francel The grapes were as sweet and large as any 

at home. We even made wine. None of us were homesick|" 

1lajor Stephen H. Long, a topographical engineer , is credited ith the 

naming of 7-Tisconsin. When he saw the Wisconsin river for the first time, on a sur

veying tour through the state, he was so impressed by the size and beauty of the 

watervray that he gave its name to the hitherto unnamed Northwest Territory portion.  

The valuation of taxable property of the Territory assessed for Wisconsin's 

first year of statehood was $14,025,621.23, an increase of nearly two and a half 

million over that assessed for the preceding year.  

The Almanac for 1874, published by Madison's Wisconsin State Journal, has 

this to say about weather predictions: "It is but just to state to the public that 

they know as much about the weather for the Near Year of 1874 as we do. No mathemati

cian or astronomer, hmver able in his profession, can possibly "icipher out" the 

Weather, hen such precictions are seen in almanacs, etc., they should be regarded 

as mere guesswork and entitled to no confidence." 

(more)
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WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

JANUARY IN WISCONSIN HISTORY 

1 NEWY YEARtS DAY 

6 TVELFTH NIGHT 

1840 Winnebago County organized 

7 1901 Robert Marion LaFollette, first native-born 

governor, inaugurated* 

10 1883 Newhall House burned in Milwaukee.  

11 1840 Sauk County organized 

15 1848 First telegram from Chicago received 

at Milwaukee.  

18 1854 Lyman C, Draper appointed Secretary of 

the State Historical Society.  

19 1842 Milw, aukee Journal started as a weekly.  

20 1885 Agricultural Short Course started by 

University Regents# 

27 1854 Trempealeau County organized.  

30 1850 Kenosha County organized.  

31 1846 LaFayette and aukesha Counties organized.  

HAPPY NEW YEARI 

30
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,STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
of WISCONSIN 
Madison 6, Wisconsin Release IM 'IATE 

REENT ADDITIONS TO HISTORICAL LIBRARY ,;OLLECTIONS 

Madison, Wis. (special) - Twvo important additions to the collections of the 

State Historical Society library were announced today by Benton H. Wilcox, 

chief librarian* Both are on microfilm and consist of the American Periodical 

Series, and three groups of private papers, the Alexander Hamilton, Andrew 

Jackson, and Robert Todd Lincoln Collections, representing an aggregate 

value of approximately $1,600 and a limitless value to students of American 

history.  

The American Periodical Series reproduces page by page all known extant 

magazines, as distinguished from newspapers, published in continental United 

States between 1741 and 1800. No institution or individual possesses all the 

originals of these periodicals, and those in existence are scattered in many 

locations throughout the country. The best-preserved copies were put on 

35 mm. double perforate microfilm for this Series. As source materials for 

the study of American culture history and literature - the Series provides the 

materials for a study and understanding of 18th century American society in 

all its phases, and is essential to a study of American thought and writing, 

particularly fiction, poetry, and the essay. Included in the collection are 

89 magazines which are represented in 66,000 pages. An index to the Series is 

also provided.  

(more) 
If you use this material we would appreciate your sending a tear sheet or clipping to Dora M. Drews, Editor, State Historical Society, Madison 6.



Library Additions 

The Robert Todd Lincoln Collection of papers consists of a set of 

documents on 94 microfilm reels, with an index comprising five reels. These 

are the papers of Abraham Lincoln, gathered together under his son's name, 

deposited by him in the Library of Congress in 1919, presented to the Library 

in 1923, and formally opened "tto the people" in 1947. The Collection contains 

more than 18,350 documents. It is bare of personal family papers and accounts, 

containing only one letter from Abraham Lincoln to his wife, 1iary Todd Lincoln, 

a few lines from her to her husband on the back of a message from Secretary of 

1Yar Stanton, and a telegram from Robert to his father, dated April 3, 1865.  

That the papers were withheld from public scrutiny for 21 years caused much 

speculation as to what they contained or included, but this practice is not 

uncommon among public figures, and, as Robert Todd Lincoln explained, "(The 

papers contain] many references of a private nature to the immediate ancestors 

of persons now living which, in y judgment, should not be made public." 

In the Collection are almost a thousand documents authored by Abraham 

Lincoln, many in his own handwriting, some showing successive stages of 

revision. The richest single collection of Lincoln material extant, it contains 

letters and papers written prior to Lincoln's Presidency, as well as documents 

on his cabinet, his leading generals, and a small but significant group of 

letters of contemporary editors and publishers. More than half of the 

Collection is comprised of clamorous bids for patronage.  

The collection of Alexander Hamilton papers contains nearly all his public 

documents, reports and pamphlets, as well as articles for the press. The bulk 

of the material is correspondence received, and more than half is made up of 

papers written during the period Hamilton was Inspector General of the Arry 

which commission he accepted in 1799. The collection, reproduced on 50 reels 

of microfilm, contains 8,000 documents (1760-1830), of which 2,500 are letters

(more)
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Library Additions 

and papers written by Hamilton. The remainder, with the exception of about 175 

arny rolls, etc*, consists of correspondence and papers addressed to him* 

The Andrev Jackson Collection consists of papers written during 1775 and 

through the years to 1860. They cover every phase of General Jacksonts career 

from his birth to his death, and include drafts of his Presidential messages, 

private family letters', military papers, farming operations, and household 

expenses, the whole reproduced on 20 reels of microfilm. Military papers 

(1781-1832) are also included, and these comprise muster rolls) military 

returns of various sorts, receipts, and general and brigade orders, 

30
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July.--"Tittle-Bits" on historic figures, 
customs of ethnic groups, founding of 
Dubuque, experiences of pioneer teachers; 
a news release, "General Mac Arthur Belongs 
To Wisconsin"; 

August.--"Tittle-Bits" on: LaFollette as a 
student, Camp Randall in the Civil War, 
pioneer settlers, the Jesuit Collections-
the first literature of Wisconsin, Wisconsin's 
first scientist, Charles King--"father of the 
Wisconsin National Guard", beginning of logging 
in Wisconsin, early housing in Madison; 

September.--"Tittle-Bits" on: wages of domes
tics in the early days, founding of the 
Milwaukee Journal, Milwaukee--the birthplace 
of a national labor union, early experiments 
with vaccination, mail in pioneer days; news 
releases on a historical flight and on the 
awarding of honorary fellowships by the Society; 

October.--"Tittle-Bits" on: the creation of 
Wisconsin counties, the first Wisconsin Blue 
Book, the naming of Madison, the first news
paper published in Watertown, Hoard's Dairyman; 

The Wisconsin Historical News is believed to cover a 

wide range of topics of general and special interest to 

newspaper readers, inasmuch as the "Tittle-Bits" play up 

in clear-cut journalese, unembellished and factual, the 

human interest element--the men and women who made 

Wisconsin history--and, additionally, the everyday aspects 

of pioneer living.  

In 1948, Miss Drews participated regularly on the Home

makers' Hour on WHA, the University Station at Madison, but 

radio is not employed at present as a regular outlet for 

Society programs, since past experience of the Society 

with this medium has proven too expensive in time and money.  

Radio and the press are viewed as effective in introducing 

an idea to-a heterogeneous public, and "the Society can't



keep up with requests for newspaper and radio mat

erial.015 

No paid advertising is utilized except in the 

Wisconsin Alumnus. Publicizing is accomplished mainly in 

Society publications, those of other historical societies, 

and in trade organs, about one hundred of which receive 

materials spasmodically. The Wisconsin Federationist, 

the official bulletin of the Wisconsin State Federation 

of Labor, carried respectively, in its March, May and 

June 1950 issues, articles on the Society John R. Commons 

collection, on the Society labor history project, and on 

Edwin E. Witte's speech, "Labor in Wisccnsin History," 

delivered at the annual 1950 Society meeting at Ephraim.  

The Wisconsin Manufacturers' Association prints Society 

aviation matter in its monthlypublication; the American 

Automobile Association Journal prints Society recreation 

digests on historic sites and tours, and such house organs 

as those of the Indianhead Resort Association and the 

Milwaukee Advertising Club carry Society releases from 

time to time.  

Speakers receive no remuneration except reimburse

ment for expenses; however, it is common for such ex

penses to be borne by the Society.  

A school essay conteat, sponsored by the State Cen

tennial Committee in 1947, drew 6000 entries. Since 1947, 

the Junior Historians Program has sponsored various con

tests for students. The David Clark Everest Prize contest
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THE STATE HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 

announces the 

Mabib Clark Cfberett 
1 ri~t 

in Wisconsin Economic History 

MADISON, WISCONSIN, 1948



W ISCONSIN'S rich and varied economy presents a 
challenge to the historian which has not been met.  

No comprehensive study has been made, for example, of 
any of the state's many industries. Largest of these, in 
value of product, is the automotive, second the manufac
ture of paper and paper products. The meat packers, who 
have been pioneers in their field, hold third rank.  

Wisconsin's machine-tool industry boasts that it "tools 
the world." Its agricultural machinery and implements 
equip farms at home and abroad. One of its breweries is 
said to have "made Milwaukee famous." Its fabricators 
of light and heavy metals, its leather workers, aluminum 
manufacturers, and ship-building plants contribute sig
nificantly to the economic health of the state and of its 
citizenry. Its cleese, butter, and milk production has in
spire4 the sobriquet "America's Dairyland." Its corn crop, 
valued at 183 million dollars, is a sinew of the meat and 
dairy industries. Canning factories place both peas and 
lima beans among the ten most valuable farm crops. The 
climate of Wisconsin favors tobacco in the south, cran
berries in the central part, and cherries in the northeast.  

The state has had its wheat craze, its canal craze, and 
its hop craze. Its lead and iron mines, now quiescent, 
have had romantic histories. The lumbering era has left 
a saga of its own. Its public carriers have survived polit
ical storms, its banks have surmounted the handicap of 
early constitutional restrictions. Its cooperatives are an 
increasingly important segment of its producing and dis
tributing mechanisms.

Many-sided as is the state's economy, the story of its 
evolution, particularly since the Civil War, has not been 
told. Its interrelations with political and with social and 
cultural movements have not been explored. A plethora 
of topics are awaiting exploitation by the historian. A 
wealth of material is available for his use.  

To stimulate research in this important field Mr. David 
Clark Everest of Wausau, Wisconsin, is offering a thou
sand-dollar prize, to be awarded annually for ten years 
through the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, for the 
best work submitted to the judges. The history of indus
try and labor in Wisconsin, and only less so the history of 
agriculture, awaits the historian's pen. The David Clark 
Everest Prize awaits the best works produced in the next 
decade.  

Terms Governing the Award of the* 

Sabib Clark tbertit rift 

1. This prize shall be known as the David Clark 
Everest Prize in Wisconsin Economic History. It shall be 
in the amount of one thousand dollars ($1000) and shall 
be awarded annually at a meeting of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin to the author of the work which, in 

the opinion of the judges, is the best of the manuscripts 
submitted for their consideration. No work already pub
lished shall be eligible for the prize.  

2. The contest shall be open to all persons regardless 
of their place of residence.



3. The award shall be based chiefly on the manuscript's 
contribution to the economic history of Wisconsin and on 
its conformity to the canons of historical scholarship. To 
be eligible for the prize the manuscript must be of book 
length. It shall be typed in triplicate, double- or triple
spaced throughout, including the footnotes. The foot
notes shall be in proper form and shall be grouped at the 
end of the chapter.  

4. The award shall be made by the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin on the advice of three judges to be 
appointed annually by the president of the Society from a 
panel proposed by the Society's Editorial Committee. The 
decision of the judges shall be final.  

5. If in the opinion of the judges no manuscript sub
mitted in a given year is worthy of the prize, no award 
shall be made.  

6. The award shall first be made for a manuscript 
deposited before October 1, 1949, at the office of the 
director of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
816 State Street, Madison 6, Wisconsin.  

7. The State Historical Society of Wisconsin shall have 
first publication rights to any manuscript submitted for 
the David Clark Everest Prize in Wisconsin Economic 
History.  

8. Authors of manuscripts published by the State His
torical Society of Wisconsin shall receive, in addition to 
any prize money, a royalty to be fixed by agreement 
between the author and the Society, payable after the cost 
of publication has been met from sales of the book.



Th Stt of sawn STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
816 STATE STREET 

Madison 6, Wisconsin 

CLIFFORD L. LORD 
DIRECTOR 

Gentlemen: 

One of the chief purposes of the State Historical Society is to encourage and assist in the 
recording of the history of Wisconsin. It has been endeavoring to carry out this function for over 
one hundred years and in some divisions of the field the results have been quite satisfactory.  

There is one phase in the life of the people of the state however, that has been, to a large 
extent, neglected. Too little has been set down about the history of its industries and so the 
Society, in addition to offering the annual D. C. Everest Prize in economic history, now proposes 
to begin a survey of the field and to lay the groundwork for preserving the source material which 
will be required in the future by historians and students of history. It is in this connection that 
we desire your cooperation at this time.  

No one likes questionnaires, but there seems to be no other way to get the information to 
lay the foundation for this work. We are enclosing a simple one, which when returned properly 
filled out, will enable us to catalogue and index the information for future reference.  

There is no desire to pry into the intimate affairs of your company, but we do want to help 
you to record your own history and to assist in the preservation and compiling of the history of 
entire industries in the state of which your company may be a large or small segment.  

This effort on the part of the State Historical Society has the sanction and support of the 
Wisconsir Manufacturers' Association.  

We will appreciate your cooperation by an early return of this questionnaire properly filled 
out for our files. If you wish to carry out the preparation of the history of your institution we 
will be glad to assist in any way we can.  

Very truly yours, 

George Banta, Jr.  
President



STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 

BUSINESS RECORDS SURVEY 

Nature of business or service 

Title of firm 

Address 

What year was your present firm established? 

Was it a new firm? If not, what was (were) the corporate name (s) of its predecessor (s)? 

Has your firm ever prepared a historical sketch? If so, under what title (s)? 

Where and when published? 

Which of the following types of business records have you preserved: 

'Approximate 
Dates 

Minutes of meetings of Executive Board....................
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is annually held, and in the fall of 1950, a photographic 

contest, "Wisconsin Today," will be open to all amateurs 

and professional photographers.  

The business records survey presently being conducted 

by the Research Division with the approval of the Wisconsin 

Manufacturers' Association, has interested business and 

industrial firms throughout the state to such an extent 

that their sustaining memberships are adequate to finance 

the survey. The Society first sent letters explaining 

the purpose of the survey and requesting sustaining mem

berships. Several thousand organizations were then circu

larized by questionnaire, to determine available types of 

records.  

Miss Drews furnished travel information for a national 

travel editors' tour of Wisconsin in June of 1950 and 

currently cooperates with the American Automobile Associ

ation in setting up other travel agendas.  

In the fall of 1949, the Supervisor instituted the 

Historical Flights Program of the Society, which flights 

have increasingly attracted participants. The flights 

are publicized by the press, by fly-sheet announcements, 

by airport operators, and by Society publications. The 

Aeronautics Commission shares with the Society the cost 

of mailings of "flyers" to fans.  

An aviation history of Wisconsin being presently under

taken by Miss Drews is stimulating the interest in the 

Society of those persons throughout the state and Midwest
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who are flying enthusiasts.  

Since spring of 1950, Miss Drews has contributed a 

double column to the editorial page of the Sunday edition of 

the Wisconsin State Journal, Madison, which column carries 

her picture and by-lLine. Early roads, historic sites, his

tory by airplane, and women in Wisconsin history are topics 

conversationally treated. The columns are literally packed 

with facts and figures on state history, but typographi

cally, they seem crowded and black. Since the Sunday 

circulation of the Journal is 72,228,16 the column has good 

coverage in southwestern Wisconsin.  

"Contact" implies, to greater or lesser extent, 

communlcation, and communications mediaafford the principal 

means of gaining public interest in and understanding of 

the Society, the intensity of interest and the degree of 

understanding achieved being largely proportionate to the 

effective handling of such media.  

Since the audience, or public, receives the communi

cation through sensory channels, usually visual or auditory, 

and since in this present day, the public is bombarded with 

communications via commercial mass media and the specialized 

media of organized groups, a discussion of communications 

must necessarily ccnsider the elements of audience recep

tively in terms of stimuli and response.  

The man-on-the-street--the average American adult--has 

only six years of schooling behind him1 7 and reads "at or 

a little below theeighth grade level.0
1 8 The less



informed he is, the more susceptible is he to the influence 

of communications content, and he is categorized as an "all 

or none" audience for mass media.1 9 But the less formal 

schooling he has, the less will he be affected by the print

ed word, and he is part of the two-thirds of the adult 

population not influenced by books. 2 0  If he does read, 

probably he will be motivated by the desires for: fuller 

knowledge of a practical problem and greater competence to 

deal with it; relief from inferiority; reinforcement of 

attitudes or convictions, or conversion; aesthetic experi

ence from literary art; and/or relief from tensions.
2 1 

For this composite man-on-the-street, then--susceptible, 

lazy, and inadept at reading--the printed word is not 

enough. To such extent as is needed to make a generalization, 

visual and audio-visual materials must supplement the print

ed word--provide concreteness and vividness of experience 

to heighten interest. Schools and the Armed Services have 

for some time recognized the importance of visual and audio

visual aids in educational programs.  

Words, though, are of consequence. As pointed out by 

an authority, the visual process is really a verbal-visual 

process, 2 2 and because language is symbolic in nature, it 

can only evoke meaning in the recipient if the recipient 

has experiences corresponding to the symbol (or word).23 

Thus, words should be made meaningful by simplification and 

by clarification.  

The significance of commercial mass media is attested
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by the following figures: 85,000,000 persons weekly attend 

motion pictures; there are 60,000,000 radios in the country 

and 53,000p00 copies of newspapers printed daily; 5,000,000 

picture magazines and 4,000,000 general magazines are sold 

weekly; one-fifth of the waking hours of the average 

American adult are spent with media.
24 

Use of commercial mass media by the Wisconsin Society 

to reach a heterogeneous, non-membership public, is, for 

the most part, confined to the press--news stories and fill

ers, of reportorial content, in state and out-of-state papers; 

illustrated feature stories on collections and on markers 

and sites, a Sunday column, and notices of museum exhibits, 

in local papers.  

According to the Continuing Study of Newspaper Reading 

Publications, printed media are still the primary sources 

of appeal and information, and stories having the elements 

of brevity and illustration tend to attract more readers 

than those stories lacking such qualities. In addition, 

#emotional content, or human interest elements in the item 

were more likely to account for relatively high reader

ship than the size of the headline.0
2 5 

Sixty-five percent of Society releases to the press 

are printed. The releases and feature stories deal with 

personalities and human interest sidelights and appear to 

have readership appeal. The Sunday column--typographically 

black, crowded, and lengthy--ostensibly lacks readership 

appeal. Notices of museum exhibits are needlessly



1011

repetitious and monotonous in content.  

For creating understanding of and interest in history, 

the attributes of radio--universality, contemporaneousness, 

and psychological appeal for the individual--are overlooked 

by the Wisconsin Society, with the exception of Society 

provision of news releases to state radio stations. The 

amount of actual use of these releases by the radio stations 

is undetermined.  

Since ninety-three percent of families in the United 

States have radio and average four and one-half hours of 

listening daily,2 6 radio is acknowledged to have a tremendous 

social responsibility; but the top popularity of variety and 

comedy programs, and drama, indicates that "radio has enter

tained more than it has educated." There is little evidence 

of radio furthering understanding but much evidence on its 

helping people to know.
2 7 

At least twenty-one radio stations2 8 provide outlets 

in the state. The number of outlets, coupled with the 

Federal Communications Commission dictum that stations be 

operated for their public interest, convenience, or neces

sity, suggests that the Society, a public service institution, 

tell its story through this medium.  

The unique advantages of the motion picture as a medium 

for mass communication--its ability to show continuity of 

action, its wide range of intelligibility, its value as a 

group experience--have been incorporated into the documentary 

and information film, popularized during World War II by the
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Office of War Information, and subsequently, by the United 

StatesDepartment of Stata and by the United Nations Rehabil

itation Recovery Administration. The expense of producing 

such films is prohibitive to the Society, but the informa

tion and documentary film is available for loan from commer

cial dis tributors.  

The motion picture and the popular magazine, "the most 

powerful and pervasiveof mass media agencieS1, so far as 

women are concerned,a2 9 are not employed by the Society as 

mass communication media, but television, a comparatively 

new and sensitive medium, has been utilized by the Society 

for communicating the story from its colored film strips.  

Paid advertising by the Society is negligible. Re

petitive advertising of services or ideas has a powerful 

impact when public opinion of the goods or ideas is 

favorable and when the goods or ideas have individuality 

and coincide with emotional buying motives. The Govern

ment, in World War II, paid one billion dollars for public 

service advertising, evidencing the necessity of selling 

ideas to the American public.  

The press, then, is the principal medium of mass 

communication which the Society employs to reach a 

heterogeneous, non-membership public. Society communi

cations are primarily channeled through specialized media-

printed, oral, and pictorial--to reach membership, 

personnel, and non-members.  

Specialized communication, per unit of exposure, is
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more effective in promoting opinion changes than the 

generalized communication, and the more personal the media, 

the more effective it is in converting opinions.3 0 

Printed media on Society operations--director's re

ports, divisional reports, and budget analyses--are fur

nished legislators and state officials, Board members, 

division chiefs, and employees. Members, through wel

coming letter, membership card, introductory pamphlet on 

Society functions, list of members, membership periodical, 

monthly newsletter, the Proceedings, and announcements, 

are informed on current Society activities. Society 

publications--books, historical studies, bulletins, manu

script guides, study helps, teaching aids, postcards, 

illustrated calendars, bibliographies, membership maga

zines, and newssheets--attest the emphasis placed by the 

Society on its publishing program. Promotion--of 

publications by circulars; of membership by written solic

itation; of special projects and contests by news sheets 

and "flyers" and letters; of Society programs in trade and 

house organs, state publications, and advertisements of 

commercial firms--appears to be aimed adequately at special 

groups.  

But reading and private meditation are not 
enough and never have been enough. People must 
also sit together elbow to elbow and be stimu
lated to thought by the presence of others...  
Democracy...is maintained by developing common 
sentiments and enthusiasms; and these sentiments 
and enthusiasms are acquired by contagion, by 
the assemblying of groups...by people meeting 
together, listening together, thinking together, 
applauding together*31
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Additionally, educators generally concede that an 

individual learns more readily from oral interchange of 

ideas than from reading the printed page, 3 2 and Hitler 

in Mein Kampf extols "the magic force of the spoken word 

alone," in contrast to the less potent "goose quill." 

By: personal solicitation for donors, state aid, and 

for members; director's meetings with employees, the Board, 

and with division chiefs; public addresses by all staff 

members; advisory conferences with local groups; member

ship gatherings; and tape recordings, the Society maintains 

its flow of oral communications. Membership participation, 

in social assemblage, is slight. The benefits of social 

participation--increasing civic consciousness and effec

tiveness; improving home and cultural life; securing 

recreation and an opportunity for self-expression; escape 

from monotony and securing social contacts; broadening 

the base of knowledge--are only superficially realized by 

the Society program.  

Specialized pictorial communication--pictures, film 

strips, slide lectures, posters, charts, graphs, models, 

objects per se, photographs, dioramas--emphasized by the 

Museum, contribute toward simplifying the communication 

of history and consequently, toward the stimulation of 

interest and understanding. Slides and film strips are 

especially serviceable for showing development of ideas.  

The silent filmstrip has the advantage of not being 

mechanically tied to a single commentary. The photograph
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and picture can portray motion and permit an uninterrupted 

flow of thought. Models and natural objects bring the 

public into direct contact with experience. Graphic materi

als are, generally, highly symbolic and are effective in 

proportion to their simplicity. Museum visual aids circu

late, principally, among schools, and both in the Society 

plant and as part of loaned exhibits to other organized 

groups, play an important part in telling the story of 

history and of the Society itself.  

Summarizing Society relations with various publics, 

the following is concluded: 

Most Society programs are handicapped by financial 

limitations, which, in turn, prevent the acquisition of 

additional space and personnel.  

Public service is basic to the main Society programs.  

The Museum and Museum extension services and Markers and 

Sites programs provide the general public with educational 

and inspirational opportunities; the School Services Divi

sion widely disseminates materials on local history to 

schools and to the general public; the Field Division 

assists local groups in organizing and in solving prob

lems; the Public Contact Division furnishes speakers, 

tours, and published materials for public benefit.  

Personal contact appears to be the most effective 

medium of communication and that most consistently used 

in each division., a medium which provides for a two-way
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flow of ideas--from the Society to the public and from 

the public to the Society--awakening interest of non

members and holding that of members; appealing to donors 

and legislators; selling the Junior Historians and Field 

programs. Mailings are extensively employed; press 

publicity covers all divisions spasmodically; radio is 

not used.  

Participation by the public is evidenced by the 

activities of members--meetings, contributing to publi

cations and to library and museum collections; by Badger 

History, as an outlet for the creative writing and art 

work of Juniors; by the institute for local historians, 

whereby problems of local groups are discussed and views 

exchanged; by the suggestions of the public, through 

channels, for proposed markers and sites.  

Cooperation with other organized groups is apparent 

in the Society programs--in planning tours and flights; 

loaning exhibits and program materials; providing infor

mation for local historians; planning history studies in 

the schools.  

To the extent that these promoters of good relations-

public service, personal contact, public participation, 

and cooperation--are elements of Society policy, they 

operate to create and maintain public good will for the 

Society.  

Public relations activities, carried on by the 

Director, Public Contact, the Museum, Field Representatives,



107.

School Services, and Markers and Sites divisions, are 

coordinated by the Director.  

Society relations with the Board appear satisfactory, 

meetings and reports providing for exchange of ideas and 

information.  

Relations with donors, through personal contact, and 

with state officials and the legislature, through personal 

contact, supplemented by evidence of need, are good. The 

necessity for additional space, and for financial backing 

of the Junior Historians, Publications and Museum programs 

deserves further emphasis.  

The Society plant itself can convey more effectively 

the business and educational character of the organization 

it houses, by attention-catching devices in certain areas 

of the building, notably the entrance corridor.  

A friendly and responsible operational staff, from 

the Director to the office girls, is a major contributing 

factor to good employee relations. Conferences and printed 

informational materials are communication channels among 

staff members, but the need exists for staff mambers to be 

more fully acquainted with the history of the Society and 

what it publishes. Guide training is also suggested.  

Membership fees provide no margin of profit for the 

Society over and above the cost of membership publications.  

The present adult membership program appears limited in 

its appeal, as to publications and membership participation.  

Opportunities for goneral membership participation in the
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Society appear to be lacking. Presumably, a small percent

age of the some 3000 members contribute materially to the 

magazine and collections, and presumably a small percentage 

of members attend dinner meetings and participate in his

torical flights. Further, the participation is believed 

to be limited by the laxity of the Society in notifying 

members of events and in mailing them the membership maga

zine promptly. The adult membership public is composed of 

individuals of the older age groups, and supposedly of those 

of above average income and intellectual interests, the 

largest number of members being in Dane County, and the 

fewest number, in northern Wisconsin. It is the obligation 

of the Society to interest intellectual and influential 

members and to maintain high publication standards. Ex

tension of the membership program to include more such 

individuals, to give "intelligent support," and extension 

to include, additionally, lower income and intellectual 

levels are suggested. The Society is believed to have the 

responsibility to put history across to the mass man--the 

man-on-the-street, and it needs his support.  

Press publicity, talks, exhibits, special promotions, 

and Society publications are the means of interesting mem

bers and non-members. Members are informed on Society 

publications and activities, through membership periodi

cals. Non-members, the general public, are comparatively 

uninformed as to the publications program, Society activ

ities, and as to what the Society is, what it does, and
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what it aims to do. The publications program is not self

sustaining, suggesting the need for additional concentration 

on advertising and marketing.  

Museum services apparently reach a cross-section of 

the general public--adults and children. Extension services, 

including use of radio, are especially circumscribed by 

financial limitations, and the Museum proper, by space 

limitations. Society publications, the press, and exhi

bits and services themselves publicize the Museum. To the 

extent that the exhibits tell a meaningful story of human 

life, they are effective; to the extent that they are 

varied and connected with contemporary life, they attract 

attention. The Museum can further humanize and interpret 

history to the public, for historical objects and facts 

mean little without a context. The first floor corridor, 

as has been mentioned, can be employed to advertise more 

adequately the Society and to provoke interest in its 

collections and publications. Extension services, es

pecially the availability of film strips, can be publicized 

more fully to the general, non-membership public. kress 

notices of exhibits evidence repetition and monotony.  

The School Services Division reaches the largest 

membership public in numbers--the schools and parents 

of school age children--through its popular publication, 

Badger History, supplemented by circulating visual aids, 

study materials and by talks. This division sells not 

only its own program, but other Society programs--Adult
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Memberships, the Museum, and Publications. The particular 

problems of the division center on obtaining increased 

financial support and getting the program across to areas 

in northern Wisconsin. The Junior Program is almost en

tirely dependent upon subsidy, and since it has wide pop.  

ular appeal, it is believed that it can stand on its own 

feet through revamping of selling policy.  

Field relations are maintained by close personal 

contact with local individuals and groups--the general 

public. Service to localities is the facet of the Field 

Program, and no publicity medium is uniformly employed 

to advertise it. As is the case in the Junior and Adult 

Membership Programs, northern Wisconsin areas present 

the greatest need for further field work. Institutes 

and proposed University courses aim to increase public 

services.  

Historic markers and sites are, of themselves, means 

of communicating history to the general public. Publi

cized by the Society, the press, talks, and state publi

cations, they pose no particular public relations problem.  

The Public Contact Division reaches Society members 

and non-members through press, public appearance, corre

spondence, and special promotions. It is believed that 

non-members of average intellectual interests and 

financial resources may best be attracted to the Society 

through more emphasis on human interest aspects of history 

and on the aspects which tie-in with dveryday life,
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presented with attention to eye appeal. Public opinion 

of the Society is determined informally and requires 

further interpretation. Radio utilization of Society 

releases, and readership interest in press stories on the 

Society require measurement, to determine the effective

ness of distribution and of content, respectively.  

Knowledge of public attitude toward the Society, 

adjusting policy and program in accordance therewith, 

and publicizing through communications media are accepted 

public relations precepts which must be followed constant

ly. Thus public relations is a convolution of perpetual 

motion, which gains momentum in proportion to its activity.  

Inasmuch as public relations revolves around policy, 

programming, and publicity, defects in Society public 

relations logically will be remedied through re-apprais

ing these three p's.  

As has been stated, gaining additional adult members 

is a basic concern of the Society, and as such, bears 

analysis. It appears that the studied policy of the 

Junior Historians Program is to offer history of popular 

appeal and gain popular support--that of large numbers.  

Conversely, the policy of the Adult Membership Program 

is ostensibly one which offers history of limited appeal 

to obtain exclusive support--the support of the affluent 

and the intellectual. Since the adult membership of the 

Society does not show substantial gain in numbers from 

1948 to 1950,3 3 it is ooncluded that the adult membership
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policy and program circumscribe extension of membership; 

that there exists little incentive for the average 

individual to purchase a membership; that the program is 

not geared to interest individuals in the 25-50 age groups, 

individualswho are especially desired as members. These 

individuals, confronted by the immediate, everyday problems 

of breadwinning and rearing families, even if they have the 

desire, lack the leisure to spend perusing acholarly, 

specialized articles in the membership magazine, and it 

seems unlikely that such individuals will neglect home 

and family for annual meetings at distant points, or 

dinner meetings at nearby points, involving considerable 

expense. Thus it is held that the problem of obtaining 

new members, of primary concern to the Society, can be 

solved by consideration in policy and program, of the 

interests of the average individual, the interests of the 

many, as well as the interests of the few. Reshaping of 

adult membership policy and program, it is believed, will 

enable the Society to appeal to the younger age groups.  

Presupposing a knowledge of public opinion, in such a 

public service institution as the Society, creating 

sufficient interest in and understanding of the Society 

are of first importance in policy and program formulation, 

for interest and understanding precede action. If 

sufficient understanding and interest exist, action will 

follow--joining of new members, purchase of publications, 

and support of programs.
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CHAPTER IV

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

(Based on Questionnaire Information) 

Completed questionnaires used in this study1 reveal 

great diversity among societies in all phases of opera

tion. Therefore, replies are tabulated to include facts 

and figures which would be passed over in a general treat-

ment.  

since certain societies request that the information 

which they supply be kept confidential, arbitrary alpha

betical symbols are employed to designate societies.  

One organization (A3 ), mainly a library and archives, 

is included in the public relations discussion because it 

has an active public relations program not dissimilar to 

one which might be found in a historical society.  

The purpose of a historical society public relations 

program may be said to be that of interesting people in 

history with the objective of gaining support, financial 

and otherwise--thus the relevancy of the information on 

finances and on membership. This information, inexact 

and superficial as it may be, provides a yardstick for 

measuring the achievements of one society in relationship 

to those of other societies. Finances, number of 

116
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employees, housing, general program and handicaps are 

covered in the questionnaire, in addition to public 

relations aspects of a society, for they provide a back

ground of information which facilitates an understanding 

of, and is related to, public relations, an integral part 

of every phase of society activity.  

Financial B ais of Support 

Total state appropriations over a three-year period: 

year 1948--16 societies--4300 to $184,636.57 

year 1949--17 societies--$300 to $159,808 

year 1960--15 societies--S300 to $235,468.18 

Total private contributions over a three-year period: 

year 1948--12 societies--$250 to $278,712 

year 1949--14 societies--0250 to $282,716 

year 1950-- 9 societies--S1870 to $110,391 

Total income from membership fees: 

year 1948--21 societies--$200 to $18,115 

year 1949--22 societies--$175 to $18,660 

year 1950--17 societies--$250 to $13,850 

Other Income: 

sales of publications; sales of souvenirs; and 

income from admissions charged for museums.  

Income from admissions furnishes one society 

with a substantial amount annually.  

Income from state, private contributions, and membership 

fees (the three main sources)--8 societies 

Income wholly from state appropriations--2 societies
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Income wholly from private contributions--none 

Income wholly from membership fees--6 societies 

Income from state appropriations and private contributions-
2 societies 

Income from state appropriations and membership fees-
5 societies 

Income from private contributions and membership-
4 societies 

One state society receives no state appropriation in 

money, but most of its functions are handled by various 

departments of the state. This society (Ar) explains its 

program thus: 

The dociety's program is conditioned by the 
activities of certain state departments: 

The Conservation Dept. is responsible for 
the state museum, parks, and memorials.  

The State Library looks after the state archives 
and maintains a genealogical division and news
paper division.  

The State Historical Bureau publishes a monthly 
Bulletin for Society members and advertises the 
6ociety, buys roadside markers, helps the 
Society with archaeological work, shares an 
editor with the Society, promotes the county 
historical societies, publishes materials for 
school use, helps the Society maintain high 
school history clubs, provides a headquarters 
for the Society--and its director serves the 
Society as secretary.  

So the Society gets state help without getting 
a state appropriation. And without an appropria
tion, the Society has no official duties.  

The society reporting the largest private contribution 

for 1948 and 1949 is entirely privately supported, as is 

the society having the largest private contribution for 

1950, neither receiving state aid and both receiving
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substantial amounts from investment income on endowments.  

Key Personnel of Society Headquarters 

Number Salary Range

Director--19 societies 1 

Head Curator of Museum-- 1 
10 societies 

Assistant Curator of Museum- 1 or 2 
8 societies 

Head Librarian--19 societies 1 

Assistant Librarian-- 1 or 2 
8 societies 

Archivist--5 societies 1 

Office Manager--9 societies 1 

Editor--12 societies 1 to 3 

Researcher--10 societies 1 or 2 

Public Relations (Publi
city or Promotion) 

Full -time--I society 1 

Part-time--ll societies 1 to 3 

Titles: Superintendent, 

Director, Archivist, Assistant mo 

Director, Librarian, Office or 

Manager, Secretary, Editor, pr 

Field Director, Chief Divi- pr 

sion of Public Displays, an 

Researcher wr 

zi 

mo 

an 

an

$2100 to $15,000 

01620 to 04500

$1800 to $3600 

$1800 to $6000 

$1782 to $3600 

$1980 to t5040 

$1980 to $4000 

$ 400 to $5280 

$2000 to $5000

$3400 

$ 960 to $6500 

Duties: Editing; pro

ting junior historians 

ganizations; lecturing; 

eparing and csseminating 

ess and radio releases; 

swering correspondence; 

iting articles for maga

nes and pamphlets; pro

tion of publication sales 

d membership; preparation 

d distribution of visual aids.
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Other Personel: Archeologists, educational staff members, 
assistants in all divisions, member
volunteers 

The highest salary for director is paid by the society 

which has the largest private contributions for 1948 and 

1949. Highest salary for office manager is paid by the 

society having the largest private contribution for 1950.  

Top salaries for museum curator and assistant, for head 

librarian and assistant, for researcher, and for full-time 

public relations personnel are paid by the society having 

the largest state appropriation for 1948, 1949, and 1950.  

The top salary for archivist is paid by a society almost 

wholly supported by the state, and the top for editor is 

paid by a society which receives all of its support, 

excepting a small fraction of the total, from the state.  

Part-time public relations personnel consist, with 

two exceptions, of such staff members as director, librar

ian, office manager, and researcher, who divide their time 

among official duties and those of public relations. One 

exception is the society (R) which pays a newspaper man 

$960 annually, who, the society feels, performs excellent

ly and whose salary "is absolutely no indication of his 

abilities." The other exception is the society which is 

to hire a part-time public relations specialist in the 

near future.  

A society (G), almost entirely state-supported, pays 

the highest salary for part-time public relations per

sonnel, the public relations duties being handled by the
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director and by the archivist. This society is among the 

50% of societies reporting the highest total income for 

19492.  

Small societies in membership and income and staff 

have few or no salaried employees. The few employees have 

interchangeable duties, and member-volunteers perform 

society services.  

Plant 

Number of buildings--Of 27 societies reporting, 8 

share room space, and 19 societies are housed in separate 

buildings. The number of buildings ranges from 1 to 11, 

1 building comprising the usual housing for a society.  

Location-

On a university campus--5 societies 

Other--More than one-half of the 19 societies which 

are not located on a university campus are in state 

capitals 

Is sufficient space available?--17 societies--no; 

5 societies--yes 

State government, library and university buildings 

are those most commonly shared with societies. The 

societies which report sufficient space include one whose 

functions are performed by other state departments; one 

which mainly functions as a select research library and 

has a limited membership and publications program; one 

which plans a new wing to present accommodations; and 

the society which has 11 buildings, including museums
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throughout the state, in villages of 2700 to 3000 popula

tion. University campuses, state capitals and states' 

largest cities are the usual headquarters.  

Purpose of Society 

Assuming that the purposes of the society are to 

arouse interest in state history and to instill in persons, 

the desire to become members, the greatest emphasis is 

placed on: 

recording and preserving functions--lO societies 

disseminating functions--4 societies 

equal emphasis on recording and disseminating--10 
societies 

Program of Society 

Collecting historic materials 25 societies 

manuscript materials 25 societies 

published materials 25 societies 

artifacts and relics 21 societies 

human materials 14 societies 

Restoration and maintenance 

of landmarks and historic sites 14 societies 

(4 of the 14 societies reporting 
serve as advisors to, or in co
operation with, other state 
departments) 

Placement of roadside markers 12 societies 

(3 of the 12 societies serve as 
advisors to, or in cooperation 
with, other state departments) 

Sponsoring of historical research 13 societies 

By whom accomplished? employees; 

scholars; directors, board members
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Maintenance of museum 21 societies 

Operation of state archives 10 societies 

School services 18 societies 

(publication of junior magazines and other 
materials for; organization of junior history 
clubs; loans of materials to; lectures and 
museum tours for; special publications for; 
seminars) 

County and Local Member Societies--Nine societies report 

from 5 to 70 member societies, in which membership ranges 

from 3 to 1800.  

Women's auxiliariest--None exist, but one society plans to 

organize one.  

Junior groups--Five societies, of which number of societies 

2 (A and Y) have formal junior historians programs; 1 (A1 ) 

sponsors high school history clubs; 1 (B) publishes a 

junior historians magazine for high schools, which maga

zine has about 3000 subscribers; and 1 (F) has 300 schools 

as institutional members (406 of the schools in the state), 

which schools receive special publications. These 5 

societies are among the 14 which report emphasis of 50y 

or more on disseminating functions.3 

Fields or channels of communication (special committees, 

etc.)--All societies have committees, informal or other

wise, but an absence of formal standing committees (aside 

from membership committees) is indicated.  

Affiliated organizations--7 societies 

genealogical societies 3 societies 

archaeological 0 3



autograph societies 0 societies

folklore 3 .  

collections " 2 

Otherst History Teachers Association; Postal 
History 3ociety; Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Colonial Dames, Mayflower 
Society, local history societies; one 
society reports that -the Federation of 
Women's Clubs is taking a large interest."

Activities: Historical society staff members have 
memberships and offices in affiliated 
organizations, and members of affiliated 
organizations have memberships in the 
historical society; joint meetings; con
tributions to publications; cooperative 
use of space for meetings and programs.

Cooperation is maintained with:

No. of Societies

schools

veterans' and patriotic 
organizations

labor

industry

Mutual Activities of 

lectures; use of 
museum materials (in 
one state, the Board 
of Education coordi
nates society materials 
and transports them); 
junior programs; trail
er museum; local his
tory celebrations; 
tours 

society furnishes 
rooms for meetings, 
performs research for, 
ana provides materials 
for use of 

i ; one society 

is conducting a labor 
history project 

society furnishes in
formation to and per
forms research for; 
one society conducts 
a business records 
survey, for which in
dustries furnish 
materials
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county fairs 

hobby shows 

book fairs
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No. of Societies Mutual Activities of 

,5 exhibits 

3 I 

3

teachers conventions 8 exhibits, speakerp, 
publications furnished 
by society; meeting 
place provided by 
society 

travel and transportation 7 ground, water, and air 
agencies tours 

public libraries 13 interloan of publi
cations, books, 
exhibits 

university and state 14 interloans; inter
extension services change of informa

tion 

Others: Societies hold social gatherings with pioneer 

societies, such as old settlers' groups; included 

by the 14 societies which maintain cooperation 

with university and state extension services are 

cooperative activities between society and state, 

and society and university, such as sharing of 

quarters and facilities; printing of society 

publications by university press; furnishing, by 

university and state, of contributors to society 

publications. However, no society reports that 

it definitely utilizes university and state ex

tension services to disseminate society materials.  

How do you determine or ascertain public opinion toward your 

society? 
No. of Societies 

B&itorial comment 15
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No. of Societies 

Letters 17 

Number of members 17 

Activities of members 13 

Formal public opinion surveys 1 

Others: Comments of visitors to museum and library; 

newspaper stories; number of visitors; 

scrapbooks of clippings; reactions of public to 

speakers.  

The society which has most of its services performed 

by state departments (A1 ) reports, "We don't especially 

care," but it is a society which emphasizes dissemination 

and has a high-ranking membership and income.4 One society, 

mainly a research library with a limited publications pro

gram, states, regarding editorial comment, "infrequent by 

welcome." One society reports, "We add from 5 to 10 

members monthly." This society (K) stresses talks as a 

means of interesting the general public in history. Re

garding activities of members, one society states, *We try 

for this and get about a 10, response." 

fublic opinion toward the society is listed as good 

by 21 societies; poor, by no societies; and indifferent by 

3 societies. Of the societies which indicate an indifferent 

public opinion, one limits its membership and fills its 

vacancies with resident members, it being mainly a research 

library with a small, select membership. One society is 

predominately a research library and a museum, which is 

reactivating after being closed for a year. One society
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is small in financial support and staff (5 employees) and 

membership and maintains a specialized library and museum.

Media Used for Publicity and Information

No. of Societies

Society publications 24

Speakers

Guides 

Posters

Moving pictures 

Film strips

How Used 

literature sent to pro
spective members ; maga
zines (quarterlies and 
monthlies) for editors, 
members, exchanges; 
monthly newssheets for 
members and editors; 
publication of books 
and pamphlets to be had 
on request and for 
public sale; one society 
sends out 5000 copies of 
its quarterly "to all 
colleges and universities 
of American and foreign 
countries and some 1000 
newsletters each month." 

for civic groups; his
tory conferences; meet
ings of members and in
vited friends; library 
groups; teachers; press 
groups; Boys' State 

tours.  

faira; on subway; bul
letin boards of other 
institutions and in 
museums 

in local societies; in
service training; free 
movies for children 
Saturday mornings; free 
movies for public 

of staff activities; 
museums; historical 
subjects--for loan and 
public showings



No. of Societies How Used

Slides

Radio

Newspapers 

Magaz ines 

Pamphlets 

Trade organs 

Pictures 

Recordings 

Tours

to accompany lectures; 
for loan; for showing in 
museums 

news releases; partici
pation in programs; 
spasmodic except for one 
regular weekly book 
review program 

for releases; articles; 
illustrated stories 

publicity articles, 
feature stories, in 
society magazines and 
others. One society 
states, "Whenever we 
can place an article," 
and in 1949, this soci
ety placed stories in 
CountEy Gentleman, 
Mademoiselle, Ford 
Times, and theAust 
release of March of 
Time.  

reprints from magazines, 
publicity articles, 
studies, stories--for 
public and membership 

pertinent materials 
sent to, for publishing 

loaned for illustrations 
and used with credit 
lines; reproduce paint
ings; photoservice to 
public; illustration of 
museum objects; loaned 
for exhibits 

Equipment loaned to folk
lore collectors; tape 
recordings of oral his
tory; museum programs 

airplane, auto, steam
boat--seasonal--to his
toric sites; building 
and museum tours

128
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No. of Societies 

Workshops in local 2 
his tory 

Special promotions 5 

Training program for 2 
employees who service 
the public 

Sale of souvenirs 5 

Contests 5 

Pageants- 2 

School projects 19 

Extension services 4

How Used

one demonstrates and 
teaches procedures to 
local historical groups; 
one conducts classes for 
the public--seminars in 
American culture 

4-H club and FFA exhi
bits at museum; cultur
al influence by special 
fund for public ad
dresses; labor history, 
business records, avia
tion history research 
and publication of find
ings 

One of the two soci
eties stresses an exten
sive museum program 
throughout the state, 
having a total of 11 
buildings 

postcards, publications, 
commemorative coin 

for best writing by 
junior historian; news
paper contest for best 
series of historical 
articles; college con
test for best paper on 
state history; essay; 
photographic; economic 
history (annual) 

society supplies mater
ials and participates 
in, cooperating with 
other groups 

society furnishes ma
terials, institutes 
contests, junior groups 
and tours 

museum visual aids for 
loan or sale or 
exhibition

Maintenance of museum 6 
study collections
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Advertising 

Of What? society publications; 
museums; tours 

Media Used society publications, 
travel maps and pub
lications; literature 
to members; posted 
bulletins; newspapers; 
radios 

The employment of paid advertising is negligible.  

What techniques are used for procuring members? Eighteen 
societies report as follows: 

Society 

A: "Personal and written solicitations"; 

AI: "Chiefly word of mouth from members; a membership 
committee; attractiveness of free publications." 

B: "Personal contacts and announcements in quarterly 
that subscription is open to all." 

D: "Letters are sent to interested persons and at 
intervals a membership campaign is put on." 

E: "Advertize the need and worth of membership by 
letters, journals, etc." 

F: "Personal solicitation by Supt. Recommendations of 

members*" 

H: "Invitations." 

I: "We do not have the staff or time to carry on a 
membership campaign: our membership varies only 
about 100 from year to year." 

K: "Our life membership is low--the benefits large and 
continuing. We work only through present members and 
do not solicit except people we believe want to bo 
members and will be useful." 

L: "We get members to suggest members." 

M: "Membership Committee" 

0: "Folder in correspondence. Personal contact by 
Membership Committee. Result of Director's speaking 
to 50 groups a year throughout the State."
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Soeiety 

P: "Nominations are placed in the Nominations Book and 
sponsored by Resident Members." 

S: "By invitation only. Recommended by members and 
passed on by Membership Committee. Very strict." 

V: personal and written solicitation; 

W: nominations by members; 
X: "A steady checking of lists appearing in various 

places; members propose friends; occasional member
ship drives.* 

Y: "No special techniques used.  

What are membership fees and services included for same? 

Twenty-two societies list the following: 

Society 

A: $3.50, Annual; $25 or more annually, Business and 
Professional; $10 or more annually, Contributing; 
100 or more annually, Sustaining; $100 or more, Life; 
.25 annually, Junior. All members receive the quar

terly, a monthly newsletter, the annual proceedings, 
and announcements of meetings; all have the privilege 
of voting and attending meetings; Business and Pro
fessional members receive the junior historians maca
zime, a copy of an illustrated desk calendar, a 25% 
discount on all society publications, and printed 
materials of especial interest; Contributing members 
receive the junior historians magazine, the calendar, 
and the discount; Sustaining members receive one free 
copy of all society publications; Life members pay no 
annual dues and have the privileges of annual members; 
Junior members receive a membership card, button, and 
9 issues of the junior magazine.  

Al: $2, Annual (which is to be changed to $3); the quar
terly, a monthly bulletin, an annual booklet, and 
sometimes a special book, go to all members; all mem
bers can attend the two annual meetings and work on 
committees.  

A2: "$2; $5; $10; $100"; 

B: $2, Annual; $50, Life; all members receive the 
quarterly and occasional books.
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Socie y 

D: *2, Annual, for which member receivea the quarterly; 
10, Life, for which member receives the quarterly 
and 5 volumes of society publications; 

E& $2, Annual; $25, Life; 

F: $3, Annual, for which member receives all publications 
(quarterly, monthly newsletter, and at least one boo4d; 
20% discount on books; participation in tours; 

H: $3, Annual, for which member receives the quarterly 
and "programs of the society"; 

I: $3, Annual; $50, Contributing (and $2 annually after 
the first year of membership); $100, Life; Honorary 
(an elective position, involving no dues). Each 
member receives the quarterly, a discount of 1/3 on 
publications, and has the right to vote.  

K: $2, Annual, for which member receives all current 
society publications; $10, Life, for which member 
receives all subsequent publications of the society; 

L: $3, Student- $5, Active; $10, Sustaining; $25, Con
tributing; 6I00, Corporation; $150, Life. All mem
bers can borrow from the library and all receive the 
quarterly.  

M: $2, Annual fee, which includes an annual luncheon; 

0: $2, Associate member, who cannot vote or hold office; 
$3, Active member, who can vote and hold office if a 
state resident; $10, Contributing member; all mem
bers receive notices, the quarterly, a 20% discount 
on publications, loan of books, genealogical service, 
and library privileges.  

P: This society has no fees, being limited to 125 state 
residents, 50 corresponding members who live outside 
the state, and 10 honorary members, Resident members 
fill vacancies.  

Q: An "annual membership", which includes one meeting a 
year with a guest speaker; 

R: $10, annually, Active; $25 annually, Sustaining; $200 
annually, Life; $1000 annually, Perpetual; $150 to 
$500 (varied according to the number of employees in 
thW firm), Corporate; Honorary membership to people 
who have been benefactors of the Society;
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Society 

S: $3, Annual; 

V: $1, Annual, for those being state residents for at 
least 25 years; $10, Life; $1 (for registration) for 
Honorary membership, for those having been residents 
of the state for 50 or more years; Patron--anyone 
who assists with $25 or more in cash or relics. Sons 
and daughters are eligible for same classifications 
as parents. All members receive current publications 
and may attend meetings and social gatherings.  

W: $2, Annual. Member receives subscription to the 
quarterly.  

X: $10, Active; $25, Sustaining; $100, Patron. All mem
bers receive the same services: the quarterly; month
ly Notes; use of library; monthly luncheons; publi
cation discount.  

Y: $5, Annual; $100, Life; $500, Endowment; $5000, Bene
factor; $1.25, Junior; Fellows; Honorary members. All 
members receive the quarterly, the monthly junior mag
azine (on request), use of libraries, discount on 
certain publications, and fellowship. Junior members 
receive 9 issues of the junior magazine, a certificate 
and button of membership, free admission to society 
museums and may attend an annual meeting.  

Z: $10, Annual; $100, Life; Associate. All members re
ceive the quarterly, the annual report, invitations 
to selves and guests to 9 monthly lectures and other 
programs; use of restricted library material.  

What techniques are most effective for interesting the gen
eral public in history? Thirteen societies report the 
following: 

Society 

A: "Personal contacts and exhibita"; 

A2 : "State memorial; publications; talks"; 

B: "Publications, 90%; tours, 10%"; 

E: *Keeping all journals, bulletins, brochures, letters, 
addresses, etc., constantly going out to the people 
and keeping these on a high standard";
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Society 

F: "Attractive publications; speeches to local histor
ical organizations and members of state historical 
society; feature stories in newspapers and radio"; 

Hw "Publicity; speaking to organizations; attractive 

exhibits"; 

I: "Probably museum displays"; 

K: "Continuity of interest subjects; talks to interested 
audiences. Boys State, as an example, has prompted 
countless inquiries." 

0: "Display in Museum; Articles in Bulletin; Spot news
paper stories with record photograph"; 

S: "Through a Historic Society or Association that func
tions. We have one that cooperates with ani worth
while movement that emphasizes ... history.  

X: "Museum exhibits; newspaper stories on interesting 
acquisitions "; 

Y: "l-Museums; 2-Publications; 3-Lectures; 4-Annual 
Convention"; 

Z: "Motion pictures; special exhibitions." 

What techniques are most effective in keeping members' 

interest? Seventeen societies report: 

Society 

A: "Exhibits; personal contacts; mailings (including 
monthly newsletter)"; 

A1 : "1. Quality and appeal of publications, we think; 
2. occasional outings or tours; 3. individual corre
spondence with each member, but that is impossible; 
4. demonstrating that the Society is interesting 
young people in history, which we try to do through a 
junior organization in high schools"; 

A2 : "Publications; talks";

B: "Good publications";
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Society 

E: "Using all the advertising media constantly and add
ing others-to these. If you wish to keep the dust 
off a State Historical Society, keep the Hoover of 
Advertising constantly going.  

F: "Abundance of interesting publications--more than 
money's worth. Popular, readable monthly; scholarly 
quarterly; attractive, readable books; historical 
tours; personal touch--'News for Members'; large 
correspondence"; 

H: "Service to them"; 

I: "Probably publications"; 

K: "Monthly Bulletins in which they learn some new im
portant fact." 

L: "Lecture program"; 

0: "Giving each something to do. Of 625 members, per
haps 30 are actively working on projects. Copying 
grave stones, indexing, photographing, cleaning iron 
objects, curators of museum, typing, looking for 
things for library and museum, contributing small 
amounts for special purposes. Regularly bringing 
things to members' attention that need doing or re
quire funds".  

P: "About one-third of our Resident Membership is active." 

Q,: "There is but one meeting a year, with a guest speaker.  
This year we are to have silhouettes taken of the 
directors and interested members.* 

S: "Making it hard to become a member. Taking in those 
who are interested in history. We are not interest
ed in collecting dues alone. Also we have as many 
non-professional historians as we do professionals.r 

X: "We have had great success with our monthly Notes, 
an informal 4 page printed bulletin of society and 
other historical news of interest." 

Y: "Carryin§ on a continuously vitalized and varied 
program.

Z: "Our monthly lectures."
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Number of Members

Total Members No. In Each Category 
of Membership

Annual: 4339 
Life: 47 

Annual: 3278

A (Sept. 1950 32045 

figures)

2000 

1822.
5

1586

1562 

1544

1423

1000

Annual: 2374 
Life: 598 
Sustaining: 53 
Exchanges: 134 
Local Societies: 45 

Annual: 2000 

Annual: 1534 
Life: 184 
Endowment: 24 
Benefactor: 1 
Fellows: 7 
Honorary: 1 
Junior: 4243 
Exchange: 71 

Active: 1387 
Sustaining: 168 
Patron: 31 

Annual: 82 
Life: 1480 

Honorary Life: 3 
Life: 56 
Annual: 1351 
Libraries: 55 
Schools: 79 

Student (Librarian 
& Teacher): 81 
Active: 1190 
Sustaining: 24 
Contributing: 83 
Life: 22 
Corresponding: 21 
Honorary: 2 
Corporation: "a few" 

Annual: 600 
Life: 50 
Honorary: 325 
Patron: 25

Society

4386 

3278
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Number of Members 

Society Total Members No. In Each Category 
of Membership 

H 884 Annual: 747 
Exchanges & 
Subscribers: 137 

Z 849 Annual: 256 
Life: 264 
Patron: 329 

T 780 ? 

R 680 "A total of 650 in
dividual memberships 
of various types and 
30 corporate member
ships" 

0 652 Associate: 330 
Active: 223 
Contributing: 50 
Life, Ex-Officio, 
& Honorary: 49 

600 Annual: 600 

M 550 Annual: 550 

K 528 Annual: 2 
Life: 526 

S 500 Annual: 500 

W 500 Annual: 500 

G 305 ? 

U 250 ? 

P 185 Residentt 125 
Corresponding: 50 
Honorary: 10 

Method of presentation of case to legislature: 

No. of Societies 

(1) By presentation to governzr 9 

(2) By presentation to legislative 
finance committee 13
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N~o. of Societies 

(3) By personal contact of members 
of society with members of 11 
legislature 

(4) By letters to members of legislature 7 

(5) By prepared, printed presentation 
to each individual legislator 7 

(6) By appeals to press for public 
support of legislative 4 
appropriation 

By other methods: 

One society (F) reports that its superintendent spent 

two weeks at the legislative session and increased the 

membership of legislators in the society from 10 to 60 

(out of a total of 150). "Most of the key state officials 

have Joined the society." 

Another society reports: "We get a very large num

ber of legislators to our Biennial Meeting." 

One society wins approval by "generation of friend

ly relations with labor, women's groups, patriotic 

organizations, etc." 

Have present methods proved effectivel 13 societies, yes; 

2 societies, no.  

Of the 14 societies which reply to the question on 

presentation of case to the legislature, two of them 

(E and I) indicate that they employ all of the six methods 

listed. These two societies reply as follows, regarding 

effectiveness of these methods: 

"Very."
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A third society (F) states that appealing to the press 

was not needed in 1949, for the society "secured increased 

appropriation. Society was one of the few departments that 

did not have askings questioned." 

Concerning effectiveness of presentation, another 

society replies: *Yes--so long as they believe we are 

active we get a fair hearing." 

Of the two societies which reply "no" to the question 

on the effectiveness of methods of reaching the legislature, 

one (not enumerating the methods used) is entirely support

ed by state funds and declares: 

I hope that we can expand and grow before the 
legislature tries to starve us. We are a 
young state and maybe when the politicians get 
all they want, we can make a better showing and 
that means that we must do a lot of lobbying and 
get influential people back of us. This has 
never been done and this year, I hope that we 
can make a lot of noise and get somewhere.  

The second society which answers "no" (employing 

methods 2, 3, and 5) is reactivating and expects "more 

cooperation from the next legislature." 

In reply to the question on what changes are planned 

in presenting the society case to the next legislature, one 

society will request a revision and clarification of laws 

governing the society; a society which utilizes methods 

1, 2, 3, and 6, plans "more of it." A society which employs 

all six methods will prepare its "budget long before the 

Legislature meets and [will be) asking more support. We 

made a big mistake by not doing this before." Another
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society, which uses all six methods, says, "Just more of 

same." One society which employs methods 1, 2, 3, 4, and 

6, plans intensification of contact work with society 

members and others.  

The major handicap to furtherance of program is one of: 

No. of Societies 

finances 22 

space 13 

public support 7 

time 3 

others: 

competition with larger, wealthier organizations of 

the same nature; limited staff 

Reasons for desiring additional finances are "for 

films and a field agent in schools"; for "two more personnel 

to be effective"; for in-service training of employees.  

The need for additional staff members is the most common 

reason listed. One society comments: 

Actually, people of imagination can always think 
of many things they could do with more money and 
more time to do them with. We are not under
financed at the present time, but if we had more 
money we could certainly do more things. This 
could best be spent on staff at a secondary level; 
that is, an assistant to the Associate in Publi
cations and Education, an Assistant Librarian, an 
exhibit preparator for the Museums, etc. Since 
we are spending money lavishly this morning, let's 
throw in an Assistant Director.  

Regarding public support, one society recognizes that 

"selling people History is a daily recurring chore--it has 

no end."
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In answer to the question which asks for a proposal 

for a specific remedy, a society (X) which lists finances 

as a major handicap, states: 

The Society is about to embark upon establish
ment of an endowment fund through bequests and 
gifts. As with many organizations, we find 
members and friends more than willing to con
tribute generously to a specific project, such 
as purchase of a rare MS or painting. They are 
less apt to contribute, without particular in
terest or strong solicitation, to the general 
operating fund, which carries cost of mainten
ance of acquisitions received through their 
contributions.  

This society lists top income from membership in 1948 and 

1949.  

Another society having a financial handicap says: 

The proposal to double the Resident Membership 
of the Society and to bring in women members 
has been discussed, but not adopted.  

This society has a limited resident membership at present.  

Two societies largely dependent on state funds will 

seek to have appropriations increased.  

One organization, mainly a library and archives, 

entirely dependent on state funds, and which lists per

sonnel as a major handicap, states: 

Until recently there have been no training 
schools for archivists and where there are no 
training schools politicians assume that any
one can do the work. While our salaries are 
adequate for the quality of employees we now 
have, they do not attract the right persons 
for replacements.  

The Assistant State Librarian is working very 
hard to get salaries raised and to get all 
personnel'. under civil service. This bien
nium for the first time we are under the 
State Standardization of Positions and Salaries
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Act and are working through Civil Service 
on job classifications which will wipe out 
inequalities and plan definitely for jobs 
tailored to the needs of the institution 
rather than jobs adapted to the capacities 
of the staff as has been the case at times 
in the past.  

A society which lists finances, space and inadequate 

staff as major handicaps proposes "larger membership, 

25-50 age group; more money; and better education of 

public through publicity, etc." 

Based on analysis of individual questionnaires and 

on tabulations of such analyses,6 certain trends are mani

fes ted.  

(1) Comparison of Charts IX and XI shows that of the 13 

societies comprising the 50% of societies having the 

highest total income for 1949, 12 show income received 

from at least two sources. (Society C is the exception).  

It appears that dependence on one source of income tends 

to limit the amount of income.  

(2) Amounts appropriated by the state seem to be in pro

portion to the number of services the society renders to 

the state--maintenance of state archives, restoration and 

maintenance of sites, roadside markings, and research.  

(3) Appropriations from states appear to have increased 

from 1948 to 1950, indicating encouragement and recogni

tion of society activities as deserving of support.  

(4) Income from membership fees and private contributions 

shows more fluctuation from 1948 to 1950 than income from 

state appropriations.
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(5) The amount of salaries and the number of employees, 

as a general rule, appear proportionate to amount of 

income reported by a society.  

(6) Comparison of Charts VI and IX reveals that 7 of 

the 10 societies ranking in the 50% reporting highest 

income from membership fees in 1949, rank in the 50% of 

societies reporting the highest total income for 1949.  

(L, Q., and T are the exceptions). It appears, then, 

that membership fees contribute materially toward income.  

(7) Comparison of Charts VII and IX indicates that 10 of 

the 12 societies included in the 50% of societies having 

the largest membership, rank in the 50% of societies hav

ing the highest total income for 1949. (L and V are the 

exceptions). Therefore it is believed that the number 

of members is reflected in the amount of income.  

(8) Comparison of Charts VI and VII shows that 8 of the 

12 societies in the 50% having the largest membership, 

rank in the 50% of societies reporting the largest 

income from membership fees. (H, I, V, and D are the 

exceptions). Hence, it appears that income from 

membership is dependent to some degree upon number of 

members.  

(9) Comparison of Charts V and VII indicates that 7 

of the 12 societies in the 50% having the largest 

membership, rank in the 50% of societies using the 

greateatnumber of media. (Al, L, D, V, and I are the 

exceptions). It seems, therefore, that the use of
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extensive media tends to gain for the society, member

ship support.  

(10) Comparison of Charts V and X shows that of the 

14 societies which emphasize disseminating functions, 

11 rank in the 50% of societies using the greatest num

ber of media. (Al, V, and T, which does not report media 

used, are the exceptions).  

(1i) Comparison of Charts V and VIII indicates that of 

the 11 societies listing public relations personnel, 10 

rank in the 50% of societies using the greatest number 

of media. (I is the exception). It appears, therefore, 

that communication to the public is most extensive in 

those societies which have public relations personnel.  

(12) Comparison of Charts VIII and X shows that of the 

14 societies which emphasize disseminating functions, 7 

list public relations personnel. Of the 11 societies 

listing public relations personnel, 7 emphasize 

disseminating functions. Hence, it seems that public 

relations personnel are recognized to be of some degree 

of value in disseminating and that disseminating and 

public relations are adjunctive.  

(13) Comparison of Charts VIII and IX reveals that 10 

of the 11 societies having public relations personnel, 

rank in the 50,% of societies reporting the highest in-, 

come for 1949. (R, which doesn't report on income, is 

the exception). It therefore appears that public re

lations personnel tend to contribute toward gaining
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income for the society.  

(14) Comparison of Charts XIV and X indicates that 12 

of the 14 societies which emphasize disseminating func

tions, list finances as a major handicap. (F and T, 

which does not report on handicaps, are the exceptions).  

(15) Comparison of Charts V and XIV reveals that 13 of 

the 14 societies which comprise the top 50% of societies 

using the greatest number of media, fall in the group 

listing finances as a major handicap. (F is the excep

tion).  

(lb) Comparison of Charts IX and XIV shows that 12 of 

the 14 societies comprising the 50 ranking first in 

total income for 1949, list income as a major handicap.  

(D and F are the exceptions).  

It appears, then from the results of the compari

sons indicated in Nos. 14, 15, and 16, that societies 

emphasizing disseminating, using the greatest number of 

media and having the highest incomes feel that their 

programs are stringently circumscribed by financial 

limitations. It would appear that these societies view 

dissemination and use of media as functions which re

quire unlimited financial resources.  

(17) Comparison of Charts IX and XV shows that 7 of 

the 10 societies emphasizing collecting, rank in the 

lower 50% of societies listed according to total 1949 

income. (Z, C, and D are the exceptions).  

(18) Comparison of Charts XV and VI indicates that 

societies emphasizing collecting functions, rank in the
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lower 50% of societies reporting income from membership 

in 1949. (N, P, and C have no membership income).  

(19) Comparison of Charts VII and XV shows that 7 of the 

10 societies reporting emphasis on collecting functions, 

rank in the lower 50% of societies reporting number of 

members for 1949. (L, D, and Z are exceptions. C and N 

have no members).  

From a consideration of the results of comparisons 

shown in Nos. 17, 18, and 19, it is believed that absence 

of disseminating activities is reflected in the absence 

of public support--in membership and finances.  

(20) Comparison of Charts V and XVI indicates 5 of the 

7 societies listing public support as a major handicap, 

rank in the lower 50% of societies ranked according to 

number of media used. (H and K are the exceptions).  

Therefore, the number of kinds of media used appears to 

have a bearing on public support--the fewer the kinds, the 

less the support.  

(21) Comparison of Charts IX and XVI indicates that 6 of 

the 7 societies reporting public support as a major handi

cap, rank in the lower 50% of societies ranked according 

to total 194V income. (H is the exception). Hence it 

appears that lack of public support is reflected in lack 

of income.  

(22) Comparison of Charts VIII and XVI shows that none 

of the 7 societies listing public support as a major 

handicap employs public relations personnel. Therefore,
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it seems that absence of public relations personnel may 

be a causative element in lack of public support.  

(23) The 17 societies reporting insufficient space, are 

heterogeneous as to income and membership and collecting 

and disseminating functions. Thus it appears that in

sufficient space is a problem common to all the societies.  

In summary, questionnaire replies, in general, are 

believed to show that: 

(1) Emphasizing of disseminating functions tends to re

sult in the use of a wider range of media and in the more 

frequent use of public relations personnel, than does 

emphasizing of collecting functions.  

(2) Emphasizing of disseminating functions, concurrent

ly with the use of public relations personnel and exten

sive range of media, results in gaining larger income 

and more members than does the emphasizing of collecting 

functions.  

(5) eublic opinion, determined informally, is consider

ed good.  

(4) Communication--written, oral and visual--is the 

all-important element in interesting the public in his

tory, in procuring members, and in keeping the interest 

of members; a continual flow of communication must be 

maintained, for income from members (partially dependent 

on the number of members) tends to fluctuate.  

(5) Most commonly used to contribute toward communication 

to the public, in order of frequency, are publications,
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newspper ,speakers, school projects, radio, magazines, 

pamphlets, tours, pictures, guides, slides, museum study 

collections, recordings, special projects, souvenir 

sales, contests, extension services, posters film 

strips, trade organs, moving pictures, workshops, em

ployee training, pageants, and advertising.  

(6) Indicated is lack of extensive and intensive utili

zation of channels for disseminating and communicating-

cooperative and affiliated organizations and university 

and state extension services.  

(7) Although membership categories, fees and services 

are widely divergent, members receive tangible evidence 

of membership.  

(8) An absence generally exists of local historical 

societies as members of the state society.  

(9) High income from members is reflected in high total 

income, and high total income appears dependent on at 

least two sources of support. State appropriations 

ostensibly are the least fluctuating source of income, 

being gained through recognition of the necessity of 

planning the presentation of need, which presentation 

is generally effective.  

(10) high total income tends to coincide with the exist

ence of comparatively large staffs of employees, high 

salaries, and disseminating emphasis, together with the 

use of public relations personnel and wide range of media.  

(11) Lack of finances and of space are common handicaps,
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lack of finances being inclusively a handicap of soci

eties which have high incomes and which emphasize dis

seminating. Thus dissemination appears to require un

limited financial resources.  

(12) Lack of public support is a handicap which appears 

to stem from lack of disseminating emphasis.  

So far as it enables the historical society to 

carry on an active program, money appears to be the 

root of all good. The public relations problem of the 

historical society is that of translating public opinion 

into strong financial support--of hurdling the barriers 

of public ignorance, indifference and inertia by getting 

history off the shelves on to the front counter.
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Footnotes for CHAPTER IV 

1 See Appendix II.  

2 See Chart IX, Appendix III.  

3 See Chart X, Appendix III.  

4 bee Charts X, VII, and IX, Appendix III.  

5 Total does not include number of Junior members.  

6 See Appendix III.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The public relations counselor, as the architect of 

society public relations, employs the blueprint of sound 

policy, the materials of public service, the tools of 

communications media, the workmen--society staff members, 

to build a sound society structure resting on strong 

public supports, laid in a foundation of good public 

opinion.  

The architect oversees and coordinates the opera

tions of construction and the operations of repair, anti

cipating the weaknesses of his structure and adjusting 

his blueprint, tools, and materials to circumvent stum

bling blocks whenever possible. His long-range blue

print of policy also provides for building additions-_ 

expanded programs, for which, additionally, foundations 

of good public opinion, superseded by strong public 

supports, are laid by society workmen and craftsmen.  

Thus, a sturdy society structure can never be dismissed 

as finished, the construction and reconstruction work 

being concurrent operations. The better the materials, 

workers and tools, the better the resulting structure,
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commencing with the foundation.  

Laying the foundation of good public opinion is the 

first building hurdle, the strength of the entire histor

ical society structure depending on its strength. If the 

public opinion foundation is sufficiently solid and durable, 

the public supports will stand firm and bear the weight of 

the structure without buckling or collapsing.  

Public interest in and understanding of the society 

are the cement of a good public opinion. Knowledge of 

public opinion is gained through an analysis of the 

cement--a measurement of public opinion. If the cement 

is not present in sufficient quantity, it must be added 

through utilization of tools, material, and workmen-

communications media, services, and personnel--to rein

force the society structure, the foundation of society 

supports.  

Evaluating the architect, the public relations 

counselor, it is concluded that: 

(1) The scope and importance of public relations 

demands the full-time services of one public relations 

staff member in the historical-society--an individual 

whose voice is raised in counsel in policy and program 

formulations, in whom is vested the responsibility for 

coordinating and executing the public relations program, 

and who will delegate publicity and disseminating 

activities to qualified colleagues.  

(2) If finances prohibit the employment of a
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full-time public relations counselor, part-time public 

relations personnel should be employed on the society 

staff.  

(3) Part-time public relations personnel should be 

an individual or individuals other than the director of 

the society, since the director's official duties presum

ably are of themselves sufficiently time-consuming.  

As for the blueprint--sound policy, its basic plan 

will recognize that good public relations begins at home.  

Thus, the blueprint will first of all provide for putting 

the society house in order by: 

(1) an orientation period for new employees; 

(2) a training program for guides; 

(3) utilization of the society space with the objec

tive of presenting a businesslike, attractive face to the 

public.  

It is suggested that the Wisconsin Society: 

(1) Place the name of the building outside the 
building.  

(2) Designate clearly on outside door, the Society 
business hours.  

(3) Place on eye level in the first floor corridor, 
a large Society directory.  

(4) Place in second and third floor corridors, signs 
designating Society offices.  

(5) Place name plates on desks so that Society 

personnel may be identified readily.  

Over-all, long-range objectives to be included in the 

society blueprint of policy are: 

(1) Emphasis on popular appeal of programs;
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(2) Emphasis of at least 50% on disseminating 
functions; 

(3) Employment of as wide a range of media as finances 

permit, but never more than can be successfully 
handled. One colorful publication, it is believed, 

will attract more interest than the combination of 

a mediocre publication and a dull radio program; 

(4) Rendering service.  

From an examination of the supports of the society, it 

is deduced that: 

(1) Service to the state, combined with concentration 

on planning presentation of budget needs to the state, is 

usually effective in gaining legislative appropriations.  

(2) Income from contributors and members, of a more 

fluctuating nature than that from legislative appropriations, 
suggests that: 

(1) Existing membership and contributor support should 

be intensified.  

(2) Membership and contributor support should be ex

tended to include as general a group as possible, 
eliminating the necessity of dependence on select 

categories. Such an extension can embrace the 

average individual--the man-on-the-street, who 

can thereby become familiar with the American 

Story and at the same time contribute the support 
of his large numbers.  

Since public support stems directly from strong, favor

able public opinion, it appears that creating and maintain

ing such favorable opinion toward the society is the crux 

of the society problem of winning further support. An 

analysis of the foundation--public opinion, then, is in 

order.  

Predicated on the over-all handicaps of finances and 

space common to the majority of societies replying to the 

questionnaire, it is concluded that "good" public opinion
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includes a large measure of indifference. Therefore, to 

determine the actual degree of public interest in and 

understanding of the society, it is believed practicable 

to recommend that opinion of members and non-members, of 

the society, be formally surveyed.  

Appraising the materials--society services to the 

public--it appears that such services are of public 

benefit. The materials, then, are of first quality, but 

what of the tools? 

As revealed in questionnaire replies, disseminating 

emphasis by the society is a major factor in winning 

public support. It is recommended that societies, in 

general, widen the range of communications media to as 

great an extent as finances and skilled personnel permit, 

and that the Wisconsin Society, in particular, maintain 

an accurate tally of radio utilization of prepared re

leases, to avoid needless dissemination and to enable the 

Society to concentrate its efforts in gaining radio time.  

It is further recommended that readership interest in 

Society press stories be measured.  

An examination of communications media of the 

Wisconsin Society, as to content and range, suggests 

that the tools, in certain respects, be more sharply edged 

and more skillfully wielded.  

The Wisconsin Society, it is adjudged, can stimulate 

interest by: 

(1) An adult membership periodical of such popular
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appeal as its Badger History for juniors, a 
periodical which will attract a sufficient 
number of readers to make its publication 
financially profitable.  

(2) A compact, colorful publication on the Society 
history and program, the publication to include 
human interest sidelights on directors and 
active participators in the Society through the 
years; 

(3) Stress in its column in the Sunday Wisconsin 
State Journal, of human interest and eye appeal-
the additaonof leading and line drawings or 
cartoons and the subtraction of material, to 
break the solid black, monotonous appearance of 
the column.  

(4) Change of the name "Museum" to "Hall of History", 
"Exhibition Gallery" or to some such term less 
connotative of relics, dust and cobwebs.  

(5) A lively, varied museum corridor display. In 
the corridor automatic slide projector, slides 
on historic sites, personages, or customs might 
well replace the present slides on archeological 
excavations, the latter ostensibly having little 
popular appeal; 

(6) Replacing corridor exhibits on display for three 
or more months, with new exhibits every few 
weeks. The displays need not be elaborate but 
they should be colorful and vital; 

(7) Descriptive labels on museum exhibits which 
"play up" the human beings who made or used the 
objects, possibly including anecdotes, to lend 
reality and familiarity; 

(8) Frequent change of content of press notices of 
museum exhibits, in lieu of publicizing the same 
exhibits for months at a time; 

(9) Offering Society publications for sale in the 
first floor corridor. An attractive booth could 
be installed where publications might be handled, 
scanned, and purchased, the publications to in
clude an adult membership periodical of popular 
appeal, a colorful story of the Society, together 
with the current Wisconsin Calendar, newly pub
lished books, postcards, etc. Such an attraction 
as a colored, comic-strip-type cartoon might top 

the booth, such cartoon to change from week to 
week. A costumed salesgirl would be likely to
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attract attention to the publications. It is 
believed that such advertising of Society pub
lications "at home" would result in increased 
sales, for present publication displays in glass
enclosed showcases appear to lack sales appeal.  

(10) Use, on occasion, of paid advertising to pub
licize to the general public, museum extension 
services--film strips, slides, traveling exhibits-
and publications.  

(11) Use of certain organized channels of information 
and dissemination: 

(1) The University of Wisconsin Extension 
Service. It seems feasible for the 
Society to furnish materials to the 
Extension Division for program kits and 
to receive remuneration therefor, from the 
Extension Division or from the recipient 
of the kit.  

(2) The Wisconsin Idea Theater and the 
Governor's Commission On Human Rights.  
The Society might furnish program 
materials for these two organizations, 
the Idea Theater providing script 
writers and performers, and the Commis
sion, the theme and additional staff, to 
execute a state-wide human rights 
campaign. The Theater and the Society , 
ostensibly, could collaborate on pre
paration and presentation of radio and 
dramatic programs, to the advantage of 
both organizations.  

(3) The Wisconsin Community Organization 
Committee--an informal, coordinating 
committee in the field of community 
activities, composed of representatives 
of state agencies, which committee seeks 
to develop community life through greater 
cooperation among state agencies. Repre
sentation of the Society in this Committee, 
it is believed, would aid the Society in 
disseminating its junior and field pro
grams in northern Wisconsin.  

(12) Dissemination of Society programs by radio in 
northern Wisconsin. Tape recordings might pro
vide one type of program material.  

(13) Promptness in mailing membership publications 
and notices.
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(14) Pictorial reproduction of a colored cartoon 
from the filmstrips, for promoting, by circu
lar, the sale of filmstrips.  

It is suggested to historical societies in general, 

that they utilize to greater extent, other organizations 

as channels for dissemination--libraries, civic groups, 

local fair associations, industrial groups.  

The Wisconsin Junior Historians Program evidences 

strong public opinion in its favor, and it is believed 

that junior members would be willing and could afford to 

pay more than $.25 annual dues. Annual dues of $.75 per 

member would assuredly aid in making the Junior Program 

self-sustaining. Additionally, it appears reasonable to 

suggest that the Society approach the state for aid in 

carrying on this program, which so directly enriches the 

school curricula.  

Besides the effective use of communications media, 

the program of the Society must be geared to interest and 

attract members. Participation is the vital program 

element which creates interest in and understanding of the 

society.  

The Wisconsin program, it is believed, should pro

vide for more membership and non-membership participation.  

Illustrated lectures and showing of 16mm documentary 

and information films (which may be borrowed from com

mercial film distributors), followed by discussions, are 

recommended programs. Ordinary Sunday tours, by chartered 

bus or auto, to historic sites at suggested to interest
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the average individual in history and to maintain member

ship interest. It seems reasonable to presume that the 

man-on-the-street would be reached by such an activity-

one which he could share with his family and friends; 

whereas, the historical flight, solely by reason of em

ploying airplane transportation, would seem to debar 

this man, who commonly has an aversion to or fear of 

flying; further, the historical flight ostensibly 

attracts a very small percentage of the some 3000 Society 

members, the majority of which are in the older age groups.  

But a land tour, it is believed, would have definite 

attraction for such members.  

Public contributions to corridor displays seemingly 

would encourage membership participation. It does not 

seem unreasonable to suppose that such organizations as 

the American Legion or Veterans of Foreign Wars would 

display war curios and souvenirs for a week or so in the 

Society corridor and provide a speaker on the collections.  

Women's clubs, likewise, might furnish antique and hobby 

collections for exhibit, and a lecturer. Thus programs 

might ensue, for which a nominal admission fee could be 

charged, the proceeds, perhaps, to contribute toward 

purchase of a museum-o-bile for the Society. Such 

participation by organized groups probably would tend to 

create interest in the Society, provide for a variety of 

exhibits, and lead to broader membership.  

It is further recommended that each member of the
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Wisconsin Society and other historical societies be 

obligated to contribute something in labor, time, or 

ideas--to aid the society program and to give the member 

the feeling of "belonging." 

The open house and meetings with programs, in which 

members officiate, are adjudged to be indirect means of 

awakening public concern regarding the society space 

problem. A conducted tour of the society house, so that 

crowded work and storage areas can be inspected first

hand, coordinated with a running account of society oper

ations and with a program in which members participate, 

is suggested. Production of a film strip or film slides 

depicting crowded housing and working conditions might be 

practicable to offset indifference to the space problem.  

State historical societies, in general, could, to 

good advantage, strive to gain local historical societies 

as members and to work out a program of mutual assistanc§ 

as the Wisconsin Society is presently doing. Such a 

suggestion implies that the state society have a separate 

membership classification and fee for the local society, 

for which the local society would receive tangible aid 

in the form of program materials and advice from the state 

society.  

In conclusion, it is submitted that inasmuch as the 

historical society is a cultural institution of public 

benefit, it deserves full measure of public support, to be
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gained through society practice of public relations 

precepts--good performance, aimed at being understood 

and appreciated by the public.



APPENDIX I

ECONOMIC INDEX, OF WISCONSIN COUNTIES 

"There are 24 counties in Wisconsin which have an 

economic index of average or better rank and these are 
as follows: 

Rank by Range Groups

96-105 106-115 116 and over

Calumet 
Columbia 
Dodge 
Fond du Lac 
Lafayette 
Outagamie 
Vilas 
Winnebago

Brown 
Green Lake 
Jefferson 
Kenosha 
La Crosse 
Mani towoc 
Racine 
Rock 
Sheboygan 
Was hington 
Waukes ha

Dane 
Green 
Milw aukee 
Ozaukee 
Walworth

"There are 1,980,134 persons, or 63% of the total 
population of the state, residing in these counties.  
These counties have wealth in the form of property, 
money for retail sales and money income. While some.  
of these counties are not highly industrialized, they 
have substantial orderliness and a solid conservatism...  

1 0. H. Johnson, The Labor Force in the State of 

Wisconsin, A Report prepared by the Vocational Rehabil
itation Division, Wisconsin State Board of Vocational 
and Adult Education (Madison, Wis.), p. 9.
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APPENDIX II 

LIST OF HISTORICAL SOCIETIES QUERIED

Ques tionnaire 
Sent To

Questionnaire 
Used In Study

1. State Dep't. of Archives 
& History, Montgomery, 
Ala.  

2. Alabama Historical Ass'n., 
Birmingham 

3. State Dep't. of Library & 
Archives, Phoenix, Ariz.  

4. Arizona Pioneers' Histor
ical Society, Tucson 

5. Arkansas History Commis
sion, Little Rock 

6. California Historical 
Society, San Francisco 

7. State Historical Ass'n., 
Los Angeles 

8. State Historical Society, 
Denver, Colo.  

9. Connecticut Historical 
Society, Hartford 

10. Historical Society of 
Delaware, Wilmington 

11. Florida Historical Society, 
St. Augustine 

12. State Dep't. of Archives 
& History, Atlanta, Ga.  

13. Idaho Historical Society, 
Boise

'uestionnaire 
Unused In Study 

No membership 
program; letter 
of referral

yes

No historical 
society program; 
letter of referral

yes

No reply

yes

No reply 

No reply

yes 

yes

No reply 

No reply

yes
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APPENDIX II - Continued

Questionnaire 
Sent To

Questionnaire 
Used In Study Questionnaire 

gnus edIn Study

14. Illinois State Library, 
Springfield 

15. Illinois State Histor
ical Library, Springfield 

16. Indiana Historical Soc'y., 
Indianapolis 

17. State Dep't. of History & 
Archives, Des Moines, Ia.  

18. State Historical Society 
of Iowa, Iowa City 

19. Kansas State Historical 
Society, Topeka 

20. State Historical Society 
of Kentucky, Frankfort 

21. Louisiana State University, 
Dep't. of Archives, 
Baton Rouge 

22. Louisiana Historical Ass'n., 
New Orleans 

23. Maine Historical Society, 
Portland 

24. Maryland Historical 
Society, Baltimore 

25. Massachusetts Historical 
Society, Boston 

26. Michigan Historical 
Commission, Lansing

yes 

yes 

yes

No reply

yes 

yes 

yes

No historical 
society program; 
letter of re
ferral

No reply 

No reply 

No reply

yes

Letter advising 
that time was not 
available to com
pile answers

27. Minnesota Historical 
Society, St. Paul

No reply
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APPENDIX II - Continued

ues ti oraire 
sent To

Questionnaire 
Used In Study

estionnaire Unused In Study

28. State Dep't. of 
Archives & History, 
Jackson, Miss.  

29. Missouri Historical 
Society, St. Louis 

30. Historical Society of 
Montana, Helena 

31. State Historical Society 
of Nebraska, Lincoln 

32. State Historical Society, 
Reno, Nevada 

33. New Hampshire Histor
ical Society, Concord 

34. New Jersey Historical 
Society, Newark 

35. Historical Society of 
New Mexico, Santa Fe 

36. New York Historical 
Society, New York City 

37. New York State Histor
ical Association, 
Cooperstown 

38. State Dep't. of Archives 
& History, Raleigh, N. Car.  

39. Historical Society of 
North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill 

40. North Dakota Historical 
Society, Bismarck 

41. State Archeological & His
torical Society, CQlumbus, 
Ohio

yes 

yes

Letter advising 
society under
going reorgani
zation 

No reply

yes 

yes

No reply 

No reply

yes 

yes 

yes

Letter advising 
of limited pro
gram

No reply

yes
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APPENDIX II - Continued

Ques tionnaire 
Sent To

iuestionnaire Ue InStudy

42. Western Reserve Histor
ical Society, Cleveland 

43. Oklahoma Historical 
Society, Oklahoma City 

44. Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia 

45. Oregon Historical 
Society, Portland 

46. Rhode Island Histor
ical Society, Providence 

47. South Carolina Histor
ical Society, 
Charles ton 

48. South Dakota State His
torical Society, Pierre 

49. Tennessee Historical 
Commission, Nashville 

50. Tennessee Historical 
Society, Nashville 

51. San Jacinto Museum of 
History Assn., San 
Jacinto Monument, Tex.  

52. Texas State Historical 
Ass'n., Austin 

53. Dallas Historical Society, 
Dallas, Tex.  

54. State Historical Soc
iety, Salt Lake City, 
Utah

Questionnaire 
Unused In Study 

Correspondence 
but question
naire not 
returned

yes

Letter advising 
of limited 
program

yes 

yes

Letter advising 
that society is 
not state
supported

yes

No reply

yes

Bulletin mate
rials used for 
background 

Letter but 
questionnaire 
not received 

No reply 

No reply
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APPENDIX II - Continued

iues tionnaire 
Sent To

55. Vermont Historical 
Society, Montpelier,

56. Virginia Historical 
Soc'y., Richmond 

57. Virginia State 
Library, Richmond 

58. State Historical 
Society, Tacoma, 
Washington 

59. State Historical Soc
iety of Wisconsin, 
Madis on 

60. State Dep't. of Archives 
& History, Charleston, 
W. Va.  

61. Wyoming State Library 
& State Historical 
Dep't., Cheyenne 

62. The Wyoming Pioneers 
Association, Cheyenne

&estionnaire 
Used In Study

Vt.

Questionnaire 
Unused In Study 

No reply 

Letter advising 
of insufficient 
time to answer 

Letter of 
referral 

No reply

yes 

yes

Letter of 
referral

yes

To tal : 62



APPENDIX III 

CHARTS NOS. I - XVI 

TABULATIONS OF REPLIES 
TO QUESTIONNAIRES



SOGIETIES RECEIVING STATE APPROPRIATIONS, 1949 RANKED FROM HIGHESTTO LOWEST ~~~~I " RSNATO OLGISLATURE 

S 1949 Salary of P.R. Indequote Inadequate Governor i e ontact Lefers Printed Press Effective 
Appropriation Personnel I Finances Com.. .. mitte Present 

A '3400 F.T. x x x ! 
A. 15,80.8w 4000 P.T. X X X " X - K X 

B 105,000 2 P. T. x ' x X . .-. x 
2880 P.T.  

C 93,1 1 6 6000 P.T. - X - X - X x 
3600 P.T. _ "__ 

D 59,61 I .. . - X X X X - X 

E 49,000 P.T. X x X X X X X X 

F 45,000 4800 P.T. X x x x x x x 
G 36,750 650 P. T, x " ' ~3750 P. T, 

H 25,000 -- X " X-X...X 

*J 23,000 -- X x X - , XX--X--

1 1 7,500 R T. X x X X X X X X XX 
K 9,180 X X X X X X - X 

L 6,500 -- X XX....  

M 5,900 -- X " X X X --- X 

* N 4,760 -- I X...  

0 1,000 -- X ' ...  

P 750 --- X ...  

0 300 .....  

*OA3 ( 8 , 8 ) ( 8 0 F T .) X x .. .  

.... NO OR UNASGERTAINABLE -X---A LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
X- -..YES F. T.- - FULL TIME 

, *-" INCOME WHOLLY FROM STATE APPROPRIATIONS P. T." PART TIME 

,,,,,__ _ _ _ _ _,,,,_ _ _ __,,_



1,10

SOCIETIES SUPPORTED BY PRIVATE FUNDS AND M 

Total Income Disseminating Public Relations Good Public Member 
Society From Membership Function at Least Salary Opinion Societies 

And Private Funds 50% Emphasis 
285)356 4500 PT.  

2200 P 

4000 P.T Y 106,290 X •4000 P.T X 

A1  52,900 x-x 

x 23,384.99 X - X 

P 20,000 - -

I 15,693 -- P.T. X X 

0 14,269 -- X 
Q 13,087.48 - - X 

L 12,700 

M 10,447.35 - - X 
2280 P. T 

G 10000 -6000 P. Tx
3600 P.T.  

AA 9,271.04 x3400 F.T. x x 
9, 74000 P.T 

F 8,153.36 X 4800 P.T. X X 

B 6,684 x 2 P.T. x 

E 5,000 X P.T. X X 

T 3,000 X -

H 2,400 x X X 

G 1,500 x 6500 PT - - 3750_PT 
S 1,200 - - - x 

K 1,046.68 X - x x 

_W I, 000 - - X 
D 484 -- x x 

450 

V 5 x - -

R - X 960 P.T. X 

*- INCOME WHOLLY FROM PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS 
-**-INCOME WHOLLY FROM MEMBERSHIP 
X--YES

IERSHIP FEES 1949 RANKED FROM HIGH TO LOW INCOME 
Media Used MAJOR HANDICAP 

Co-operoting O .er ThanM atres Organizations SO SpcPuppblic____ ______ 

OrganiationsAnd Speakers Finances Space Public Time Others AndSpakrsSupport 

-- X 10 X X -

x 18 x- -x 

- 3 X -- -

x 4 x x- 
X I X - X -

X 2 X X - -

. X _ _ _ - - - -- _ 1

x 3 x x 
- x 4 X X -

x 12x 

X 20 X X -- X 

x 10 -- -

x 4 X X--
- x . .x -x 

( X 13 X - - x 

- - 5 X X X -

- X 5 x X- 

x x -x-x 

- .- I - -- ... ... ........ 3-. ... - - -

. x - - x 
- x 6 x x - -

-- "NO OR UNASCERTAINABLE 
F.T..FULL TIME 
P.T . PART TIME

CHART 3
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USE OF MEDIA BY INIVIDUAL SOCIETIES 

Publi- Speok- Moving Film News- Moga- Pom- Trade Rengd-Wo opecPlo mn Pag- SchoolEx-mAdver
ocietycations ers Guides Posters ctures Strips Slides Radio papers zines phlets Organs ts Tours hop Pro-riplo S -seon r tising 

...._ jects r ningjects Service Call.  

A I X X x X X X X X X X X 
Y IX X I X X X X IX X 20 

E X X X X X X X X X X X15 

C IX X I X X X X X X X 14 

A I x x x x x x x x x14 
A2 I X Xt X XX X X X X X XXX1 

A' X X x x X X X X X X X X X 14 

F X X X X X X X X X x12 

Z X X X X X X X I 12 

K X X X X X X X 8 

R X X X X X X xx 8 

H X X x X X X 7 

G X X x X IX x x7 

B X X X 6 

X IX X X X 6 

A' X X X X5 

L X X Xxx 5 

M X Xxx 4 

D x x x x4 

o x x x 4 
Q IX X X X 4 

0 X X X 

w x x x 3 

S X X X 3 

I x __x3 

P x x__2 

x x 2 

V x 

N 

24 20 9 4 3 4 8 12 21 II 10 3 9 5 10 2 5 2 5" 5 2 19 4 6 2

CHART =



RANK OF MEDIA ACCORDING TO FREQUENCY 
OF USE BY SOCIETIES

ADVERTISING 21 

PAGEANTS 21 

EMPLOYEE TRAINING 2-1 

WORKSHOPS 21 

MOVING PICTURES 3 

TRADE ORGANS 3 

FILM STRIPS 41 

POSTERS 4 

EXTENSION SERVICES 4] 

CONTESTS 51 

SOUVENIR SALES 5 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 51 

RECORDINGS 5 

MUSEUM STUDY COLLECTIONS 61 

SLIDES 81 

GUIDES 9 

PICTURES 91 

TOURS 101 

PAMPHLETS 101 

MAGAZINES II 

RADIO 121 

SCHOOL PROJECTS 19 

SPEAKERS 20 

NEWSPAPERS 211

PUBLICATIONS 241

CHART IZ
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RANK OF SOCIETIES ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF 
KINDS OF MEDIA USED 

N i 
v ' I 
V 21 

4 2] 

s 3 

0 31 

o 3i 

Q 41 

D 4 

M 41 

L 51 

A! 51 

X =6 

B =6 

G 7 

H 71 

R 8] 

K8 
Z 12 

F 12 

A3 141, 

A2 141 

G 14 

E 1S 

y 20 

A 221

CHART I



V ] 175 
VINCOME 

FROM MEMBERSHIP FEES 
U 450 1949 

D 1484 

m 984.85 

w 1000 

K 1046 

S 1200 

o 1483 

SI 2187 

H 2400 

Z 2690 

T 3000 

0 4290 

Af 4400 

B 6434 

L 6850 

F 7096 

0 A 8874.56 

y 11,907 

y I-0



.75

SOCIETIES RANKED ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF MEMBERS

U 250 

G 305 

W 500 

$ 500 

K 5281 

m 5501 

. 6"00 

0 652 

R68 

T 7501 

Z 849 

H 884 

v 1000 

L 14231 

1 1544] 

D 15621 

x 1586 

Y 18221 

A 2000 

A 32 04 

F 327

B 4386 1

CHART =



CHART VIII 

SOCIETIES EMPLOYING PUBLIC RELATIONS PERSONNEL

No. of P.R. Pers onnel Part-Time Full-Time 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0

5 (all employees) 

1 

2 

2

* A library and archives

Soc iety
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RANK OF SOCIETIES ACCORDING TO TOTAL 1949 INCOME 
( IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)
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CHART X

SOCIETIES WHICH REPORT EMPHASIS OF 50% 
OR MORE ON DISSEMiNATING FUNCTIONS 

A 

*A 

B 

*F 

G 

H 

K 

R 

T 

V 

.X 

*Y 

A2 

. Societies which mainly disseminate 
rather than collect
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CHART XI 

BASIS OF SUPPORT OF SOCIIS REPORTING HIGHEST 

Society Private Contbutions State 

Z 

A x x 

B x x 

Y x 

C x x 

D , x 

E - x

INCOME FOR 1949 

Membership 

x 

x 

x 

x

9 9 12 

Private and Membership Support--4 societies 
Private, State, and Membership Support--4 societies 
Private and State Support--1 society 
Membership and State Support--4 societies 

x = yes 
- o no



0 

CHART XII 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND FEES OF SOCIETIES REPORTING 
HIGHEST INCOME FROM MEMBERSHIP, 1949 

Society Categories and Fees 

x $10, active; $25, sustaining; $100 patron 

y $5, annual; $100, life; $500, endowment; 
$ 50 0 0 , benefactor 

A $3.50 annual; $25 business & professional; 
$10, contributing; $100, life 

F $3, annual 

L q3, student; $5, active; $10, sustaining; 
25, contributing; $100, corporation; 
150, life 

B $2, annual; $50, life 

A1  $2, annual 

annual 

T

$10, annual; $100, life
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CHART XIII 

TECHNIQUES US B SOCIETIES HAVING LARGEST MEMBERSHIP

Procuring Memes

personal contact; 
invitations in 
quarterly magazine 

personal solicita
tion; recommenda
tions of members 

pers oa& written 
solicttion 

on members' recom
mendation; member
ship committee; 
attractive, free 
publications 

none especially 

checklists ; recom
mendations of members; 
membership drives

Interesting Public 
In History 

publications-90% 

attractive publica
tions; speeches; news
paper & radio features 

personal contacts & 
exhibits

museums; publica
tions; lectures; con
ventions 

exhibits; newspaper 
stories 

moton pictures; 
speial exhibitions

Keeping Members' 
Interest 

good publications 

good publications; 
tours; correspond
ence; personal touch 

exhibits; personal 
contacts; mailings 

good publications; 
tours; correspond
ence;school organ
izations 

vitalized program 

publications

lectures

- -m
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CHART XIV 

SOCIETIES LISTING FINANCES AS A MAJOR HANDICAP 

A 

A
1 

A2 

A3 

B 

C 

E 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

P 

R 

V 

w 

x 

y 

z
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CHART XV 

SOCIETIES EMPHASIZING COLLECTING FUNCTIONS 

S 

M 

0 

N 

P 

z 

C 

L 

w 

D
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CHART XVI 

SOCIETIES LISTING PUBLIC SUPPORT 

AS A MAJOR HANDICAP 

H 

P 

J 

L 

K 

V 

N
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