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Remarks At Annual Awards Luncheon -1984
by Ann C. Howe, President

NARST is very small compared to NSTA or AERA but
many of us are bold enough to believe that we CAN and
SHOULD make a difference to science education. The
questions that I have been asked most often this year --
and the one that I have asked myself - is what can we
do to increase our impact on science education?

Before we consider that question I think it's useful to
consider the functions of professional organizations in
general. The mostbasic function of professional societies
is to facilitate communication among its members. The
organization exists, first, in order to serve the needs of
its members for that exchange of ideas that is necessary
for progress in any area of scholarly work and, second,
to provide a means for the communication of the work of
its members to the outside world of other professionals
and, sometimes, to the general public. Our journal and
annual meetings serve these purposes well. Professional
organizations also make statements and set standards
that can affect public policy, but the influence that such
statements or standards have depends on the extent to
which the organization and its members are known and
respected - and this depends on the way they conduct
their affairs and the quality of their work. There's no way
to get around the requirement for work of high quality but
being good is not always enough-an organization and
its members also have to be perceived as being good
and that's something that everyone in education has to
work on.

Now I return to the original question. What can we do
to increase the impact of NARST on science education?
Or, put another way - What can we do that matters?
Now that science education is an issue of public concern
there may be some opportunities that we haven't had
before and there perhaps, are some things we can do to
make greater impact on what is happening in science
teaching.

First, We can reach out and seek ways to work with
researchers in other areas. Some of us have made a

start by representing NARST at a meeting with repre-
sentatives of the International Reading Association (IRA)
and we will seek ways to work with other groups. But this
can also be done, perhaps better, by us as individuals
seeking out or being receptive to colleagues from other
areas or disciplines. We should look for these opportu-
nities.

Second. We can be more inventive in finding support
for our work. We delude ourselves when we think that
we can do significant work without resources. In order to
make an impact on afield, one must focus on an important
problem, acquire adequate resources, and stick with the
problem until some of the original questions have been
answered. This takes time and planning and sometimes
it's easier to do a quick little study than to struggle to find
resources to do the kind of work that could make adifference.
* Third. Pay more attention to translating research results
into practice. If there has been a theme in this conference,
I think this is it. If we believe that research can improvescience teaching we should act on that belief. No one
else seems to believe it, so it's up to us to show that it's
true. One place to start is with our own teaching. If we
teach the same way today that we did 10 years ago, how
can we ask elementary and high school teachers to
change? And if we don't know more than we did 10
years ago, maybe that says something about our research.

We need to sharpen our focus as we work with teachers
In schools at the task of taking research one step beyond
our studies. This has to be exploratory research; it can't
be done by Campbell and Stanley rules. We can
encourage this work by providing a means for its
publication perhaps as case studies or evaluation
studies. It is not experimental in the sense that we will
not do controlled experiments but it is a genuine search
for knowledge since the outcome is certainly not known
In advance. Whether we call this action research or find
another name for it, we should broaden our definition of
research to include it.

These, then, are three things that we try to do that
may increase our impact: (1) reach out and work with
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researchers in other areas, (2) find more sources of
support for our work, (3) be more serious about translating
research into practice.

In my more pessimistic moments I fear that our work
has very little discernable effect on the education our
children receive and I believe that this is the most urgent
and important problem for us as science educators to
address,

Outstanding Paper Award
and

Practical Application Award
The NARST Awards Committee Invites all those who

presented papers at the 1984 Convention in New Orleans
to submit nine (9) copies of the completed paper for
selection of the 1985 awards.

Mark clearly whether you wish the papers to be
considered for the Outstanding Paper Award and/or
the Practical Applications Awards. The Outstanding
Paper is to be presented the 1985 NARST Convention
and the Practical Application Papers will be presented
at the 1986 NASTA Convention. Please send by
September 15, the nine copies of your paper, with the

award category, marked to:
Dr. Linda R. DeTure
Rollins College
Department of Education and
Human Development
Box 2726
Winter Park, Florida 32789

1984 Election Results-

Drs. Pat Blosser (board member) and Mike Padilla
(board member) were elected to positions in NARST.
Congratulations. Thanks to Drs. Rodger Bybee (board
member), Carl Berger (past president), and Jane Kahle
(board member) who left their elected positions at the
April meeting in New Orleans.

At present, the elected and appointed members of
NARST are:
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Dr. William G. Holliday
NARST-EDCI
The University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2N 1N4

PRESIDENT
Dr. Ertle Thompson
Ruffner Hall
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA 22903

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Dr. David Butts
Science Education Department
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Dr. Ann C. Howe
Dept. of Mathematics & Science Education
North Carolina State University
Raleigh, NC 27650

BOARD MEMBERS
Dr. Glen Aikenhead (1986)
Faculty of Education
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Sask. S7N OWO
Dr. Patricia E. Blosser (1987)
Science & Mathematics Education
The Ohio State University
Columbus, OH 43210-1172
Dr. Linda R. DeTure (1985)
School of Education
Rollins College
Winter Park, FL 32789
Dr. Marcia C. Linn (1986)
Lawrence Hall of Science
University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720
Ms. Alice J. Moses
National Science Teachers Association
1742 Connecticut Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
Dr. Michael J. Padilla (1987)
Science Education Department
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602
Dr. Russell H. Yeany (1985)
Science Education Department
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602

JOURNAL EDITOR
Dr. James Shymansky (1984)
Science Education - Physics Bldg.
University of Iowa
Iowa City, IA 52242
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RESEARCH COORDINATOR
Dr. Rodney L. Doran (1986)
553 Baldy Hall
SUNY at Buffalo
Amherst, NY 14260

Student Membership Drive - 1984-1985
During the next 12 months, NARST will concentrate

on increasing student interest in joining our association.
Encourage your students to join NARST and to attend

the 1985 conference.
Joining NARST will keep your serious students in

science education abreast of research developments in
their professional field and at a reduced cost ($30 for all
services rather than the regular fee of $44, or $14 for all
services except our journal).

Attending the 1985 conference (April 15 to 18,
preceeding NSTA held from April 18 to 21) at the resort
setting will help your students to save money. The price
of $39.50 (triple occupancy) for room, breakfast, dinner
and use of many of the French Lick Springs resorts'
facilities is an unusual savings for "struggling" students.
Moreover, NARST will help them identify roommates
and reasonable transportation as detailed in our next
newsletter.

Questions? Write or phone NARST.

1983 Financial Report
National Association for Research in

Science Teaching

A. Direct Support, Revenue and Reserves
1. Membership Dues

470 United States
46 Canada-Mexico
48 Outside North America

2. Registration Fees
3. Journal Royalties
4. Miscellaneous Income
5. Local Donation
6. Carryover Funds from 1982
7. Register-Directories
8. Dallas-Hilton Banquet

$39,991.29*
$24,604.00

$ 7,108.00
$ 1,886.00
$ 1,975.00
$ 1,975.00
($ 30.00)
$ 780.00
$ 1,942.00

8. Expenditures (accounting categories used by
The University of Calgary)
1. Clerical & Stenographic
2. Materials-
3. Courier Service
4. Office Supplies & Printing
5. Books and Periodicals
(& awards)

$35,859.56
$ 41.80
$ 444.86
$ 36.14
$ 6,938.33
$12,850.00

6. Postage
7. Telephone
8. Communications Media
9. Travel (& meetings)

10. Entertainment
11. Legal & Audit Fees
12. Unspent Balance

(not an expenditure)

$ 2,428.12
$ 2,871.09
$ 258.06
$ 8,878.74
$ 583.70
$ 528.12
$ 4,131.72

C. Estimates of Indirect Support from the University of Calgary.
1. Executive Secretary (more than 33% of salary and benefits).
2. Secretarial services (50% of salary and benefits).
3. Postage for correspondence ($400.00).
4. Photocopying charges ($500.00).
5. Computer services ($1,000.00).
6. Other overhead costs, including accounting services

(Contributions to NARST by the University of Calgary were
estimated at well over $30,000, in U.S. funds, during the
fiscal year of 1983).
Members of the board of directors have been presented with
statements of certification regarding the accuracy of the
general revenues and specific expenditures described above.
These statements were certified by the business officer,
Controller's Office, University of Calgary and by the executive
secretary of NARST. Revenues and expenditures of NARST
are processed through the Controller's Office in accordance
with accounting procedures authorized by the Canadian
Province of Alberta. Detailed accounts and original copies of
all financial documents are available at the Controller's Office
forinspection by persons authorized by the board of directors
of NARST,

*Amounts quoted in U.S. funds.

Call For Proposals - 1985
General Information

The 1985 annual meeting will be held at French Lick
Springs, Indiana, April 15 (evening) to April 18 (morning).
The NARST meeting will precede the NSTA annual
convention (April 18-21, 1985) in Cincinnati. Professor
John Bransford, the leading cognitive psychologist
specializing in "learning, understanding and rememb-
ering", will present an invited address at this meeting.
More details will be provided in later newsletters.

French Lick Springs is a resort, nestled in the rolling
hills of Southern Indiana. Transportation to this resort
will be arranged by NARST and described in the next
newsletter. NARST has negotiated excellent accom-
modations and meal prices. For example, $52:50 will
cover one night's accommodation (double occupancy)
and breakfast and dinner, including all taxes and gratuities.
The student rate (triple occupancy), providing the same
benefits, will be $39.50 per day. All rates also include
sports/activities per person daily: green fees on the
18-hole Valley Golf course, one hour of tennis per room
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and a visit to the health spa (sauna, whirlpool, exercise
equipment).

NARST encourages the presentation of a wide variety
of scholarly papers reporting investigations in all aspects
of science education. Historical, philosophical, ethno-
graphic, and evaluative studies as well as reports of
empirical research and critical reviews are welcomed.
Moreover, NARST's 1985 program committee encourages
scholarly presentations focusing on the translation of
research studies into classroom practices.

An individual may present only one paper but may be
listed as co-author of another paper and may also
participate in a symposium or as a presider or discussant.
For participants unfamiliar with the format and atmosphere
at NARST meetings, presenters are strongly encouraged
to stimulate discussion. Audiences at NARST meetings
want to be active and not passive spectators. All presenters
must be registered at the NARST meeting. Overhead
projectors and screens will be provided at no cost.

If you have any questions, please contact David Butts
(404-542-1763), program chairperson, or William Holliday
(403-284-7485), executive secretary.

NARST members and others who wish to make
presentations at the meeting may submit proposals in
any of the following formats:
1. Contributed Papers. Generally, brief 10to I5-minute

reports of research which are grouped by the program
committee into three orfour per session. Discussants
are usually assigned to these sessions and presenters
will provide discussants with a copy of the paper
before the annual meeting, received not later than
March 15, 1985.

2. Paper Set. Several related papers originating from
a common base of research are presented in one
session. This format accommodates from three to
five papers that may divide a single report which
represents a major research effort. This format allows
for common elements of design or approach to be
presented only once rather than be repeated by
each presenter.

3. Symposium. A symposium should focus on a specific
issue or topic of some importance and present a
variety of perspectives. It should provide for interaction
among participants with diverse points of view.
Proposals should be submitted as a package, listing
participants by name on the cover sheet. The
summary should include a statement of each pre-
sentation, containing such information about the
background and interests of each participant as

may be relevant. Names on the proposals, however,
should be omitted.

4. Research Methods Workshops. These sessions
are designed to enable NARST members to acquire
new research skills or update old ones. These one-or
two-hour sessions are planned for intensive in-
volv ement by those in attendance, and presenters
are expected to provide resources for study and
discussion.

5. Poster Session. Informal presentations that allow
for discussion with the researcher. Adisplay of graphic
materials should be incorporated,

Materials To Be Submitted
1. Two copies of completed Cover Sheet.
2. Six copies of a double-spaced summary, including

bibliography, of not more than 6 pages in length.
Omit names of author(s). The summary should
ordinarily include:
a. purpose of study;
b. theoretical basis for study;
c. procedure of study;
d. results or conclusions of study;
e. Implications for teaching science.

3. Six copies of an abstract of 300-500 words to appear
in ERIC Abstracts. Omit name(s) of author(s).
Bibliographic references are not appropriate in the
abstract.

4. Two 3" x 5" Index cards containing typed name,
address, and telephone number of author and title
of paper.
The above items are to be sent to:

David Butts
Department of Science Education
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602

Deadline (proposals received): October 22, 1984.
Review of Proposals

Anonymous review of proposals will be by two or
more members of the program committee. Criteria will
include items a-e above. Notification of the decision by
the program committee will be made mailed by December
1, 1984.

Advance Program
An Advance Program, and conference registration

and hotel reservation forms, will be mailed to all NARST
members later this year.
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COVER SHEET

1985 NARST ANNUAL MEETING - FRENCH LICK SPRINGS, INDIANA

(Please type requested information)

1. TITLE OF PAPER OR SYMPOSIUM

2. FIRST AUTHOR PRESENTING PAPER

Name

Institution

Address (including zip or postal code)-

Phone

8. NAME AND INSTITUTIONAL ADDRESS OF CO-AUTHOR(S), AND, IF APPROPRIATE,

SUB-TITLES

4. SIGNATURE ____________--__ _

5. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR COMMENTS__ _ __ _ _ __ _ _

PLEASE NOTE - If accepted, your session will appear in the program as you have listed it above. Have you included the

essential information above?

Thank you for your interest in improving science teaching - through research.
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Photographic Samplings From Our Recent Annual Meeting,
The Monteleone Hotel, New Orleans


