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PRESIDENT'S PAGE

Our organization is known as the National Association for RESEARCH in Science
Teaching. For sometime now I have been concerned about the services of our
organization to its members in the area of research. We put on generally out-
standing annual meetings where research is presented and discussed. We pub-
lish an excellent journal which reports on significant research findings in
our field. We produce and support other activities along these lines. These
efforts are to our credit, and are to be commended.

But what have we done as an organization to influence the directions of our
efforts, and what have we done to keep our members (all of them) informed
about current developments, needs, and opportunities? To what extent are
the "decision makers", especially at the national level, influenced by us
as an organization? I believe the future will see additional federal monies
specifically committed to research in science education. What are the impli-
cations if the science education function (including science education re-
search) of NSF is transferred in a governmental reorganization to the proposedDepartment of Education? What influence do we have in the formation of review
panels?

Perhaps there are some among us that would prefer to keep things the way they
presently are for their own benefit. But as an organization, I believe we
must reject this notion and look for the widest possible influence and com-
munication to the benefit of all members who wish to avail themselves of the
opportunities and information available.

These and related questions I placed before your Executive Board at its
November meeting. We considered the creation of a special committee to be
charged with the responsibilities as outlined below. However, we chose in-
stead to use our already established Research Committee for these efforts.
The minutes of that meeting contain several pages of notes summarizing the
discussion which took place.

The "bottom line" of that discussion was the following:

"(That the functions of the Research Committee be expanded)...
to include the following and other related ideas and to direct
the Policy Advisory Committee to recommend appropriate by-laws
amendments.



-- The Committee develop ftwo-way liasons with state
and federal funding agencies.

-- The Committee represent the views and interests
of the science education community, and especially
of NARST, to state and federal agencies.

-- The Committee attempt to influence policies
and guidelines of funding agencies and also the
composition of review panels.

-- The Committee work on ways to communicate be-
tween all members on matters of science education
research policy, funding, etc.)"

As researchers, we all have a stake in the results of these efforts. It
will not be easy, but I believe it is worth trying. If successful, we can
all benefit from the results. I and other members of your Board would be
interested in your comments related to an expanded role for NARST in these
directions.

Roger G. Olstad
President

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following named members have been nominated to the positions indicated.
A ballot is included with this newsletter. Remove it and mail as directed
to the Chairman of the Election Committee. Ballots must be in his hands
on or before March 13.

Nominees for President-Elect

The President-Elect serves a three-year term on the Executive Board,
the first as President-Elect and Chairman of the Program Committee,
the second as President, and the third as Immediate Past-President
and Chairman of the Election and Policy Advisory Committees.

0. Roger Anderson leaves the Board after three years in the pre-
sidential sequence. James R. Okey will succeed Roger G. Olstad
as President.

J. W. GEORGE IVANY, Ph.D. University of Alberta, 1965. Present
position: Dean, Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University,
British Columbia. He previously was Dean, School of Education,
Memorial University; Associate Professor of Natural Sciences
and Department Chairman at Teachers College, Columbia University,
and Assistant Professor of Elementary Education at the University
of Alberta.

Dr. Ivany's professional interests, in addition to higher education
administration, are in physics education and elementary science
curriculum design. With insights from philosophy of science and
learning psychology he has published numberous articles in science



education journals, serves as a science education consultant and
published a book "Todays Science: A Professional Approach to
Teaching Elementary School Science," (1975). His publications
span a remarkable range of topics including the divergent labora-
tory, environmental science readings for teachers, and the logical
analysis of inquiry. While engaged in administrative duties, Dr.
Ivany has remained active as a scholar, his most recent paper is
titled: "A Political Ecology of School Science".

His contributions to NARST include: Associate Editor and member
of the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Research in
Science Teaching 1968-1973, Executive Board Member, NARST 1976-
present and Chairman of the International Committee.

JOHN W. RENNERS Ph.D. State University of Iowa, 1955. Present
position: Professor of Science Education, University of Oklahoma.
He previously served in several distinguished positions including
Assistant Professor of Physics and Education and Acting Head,
Creighton University; Director, Radiological Defense School, Federal
Civil Defense Administration and Associate Executive Secretary of
N.S.T.A.

Dr. Renner's professional interests are twofold embracing intellec-
tual development, and science curriculum and teaching methodology.
He is senior author on several books such as "Teaching Science in
the Secondary School", "Research Teaching and Learning with the
Piaget Model", and "Investigations in Physics". His very numerous
articles have appeared in Science education journals, at the State
and National level spanning such fields as Engineering Education,
Biological Education, and College Science Teaching. Among his
articles are topics such as "Science and Communication Skills",
"The Structure of School Science Programs", and "Learning, Motiva-
tion and Piaget".

In recent years, Dr. Renner has contributed increasingly to our
knowledge of Piagetian theory as applied to science learning in
such diverse fields as elementary science education, engineering
education and secondary school science.

Dr. Renner has served NARST as membership coordinator for Oklahoma,
paper contributor at the national conventions and member of three
ad hoc committees during the past ten years.

Nominees for Member of the Executive Board

Two are to be elected - one each to replace James Joseph Gallagher
and Glenn D. Berkheimer whose three-year terms expire.

ANN C. HOWE, Ph.D. The University of Texas at Austin, 1969.
Present position: Associate Professor of Science Teaching,
Syracuse University. Dr. Howe previously served as Assistant
Professor in Science Teaching at Syracuse University, and was
a Science Education Coordinator, Southwest Educational Develop-
ment Laboratory, Austin, Texas. Her professional interests are



(1) Science Teaching and promotion of cognitive development,
(2) Teacher's responses to the demands of curriculum developers
for role change and (3) reading and reasoning in science. Dr.
Howe began her career as an organic chemist (Phi Beta Kappa)
and published several articles on blood enzymes and organic
synthesis reactions. She has been equally active in recent
years as a scholar in science education where she has contri-
buted papers on topics such as "Acquisition of the Concept of
Conservation of Volume", "A Rationale for Science in Early
Childhood Education", and "Promoting the Development 'of
Logical Thinking in the Classroom". She is a member of the
Jean Piaget Society where she has presented papers on Piagetian
theory and secondary school science education, and has been an
active participant in AETS and NSTA. Her service to NARST in-
cludes active participation as a workshop coordinator and paper
contributor at the National Conventions and a member of the
Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Research in Science
Teaching.

ANTON E. LAWSON, Ph.D. University of Oklahoma, 1973. Present
position: Assistant Professor of Science Education, Arizona
State University. Dr. Lawson previously served as a Research
Educator at the Lawrence Hall of Science, University of California
and a Postdoctoral Research Associate and Instructor at Purdue
University. Professor Lawson began his career as a marine biolo-
gist and entered science education through his interest in cogni-
tive development of children. He has authored or coauthored over
50 papers on such diverse topics as marine biology, evaluating
elementary school science curricula, concrete and formal thinking
abilities, and using chemistry problems to provoke self-regulation.
His scholarly contributions at the Lawrence Hall of Science in-
cluded consultation with science educators throughout the country
concerning psychological theory and science teaching, development

of inquiry-based curricular materials and research on the AESOP
project with Robert Karplus. He is presently writing a book in
cooperation with Chester A. Lawson on Development, Learning and
Instructional Theory. His paper with Warren Wollman on "Encourag-
ing Transition from Concrete to Formal Cognitive Functioning" was
designated the NARST outstanding research paper, 1976. Dr. Lawson
is also serving NARST as representative to the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

EDWARD L. SMITH, Ph.D. Cornell University, 1969. Present position:
Associate Professor of Science Education, Michigan State University.
Professor Smith previously served as a member of the professional
staff at the Southwest Regional Laboratory for Educational Research
and Development and as a Research Associate on the critical Thinking
Project at Cornell University. Dr. Smith applies the perspectives
of learning theory and philosophy of science in his science education
research. He has published or presented papers on such topics as
"Strategies used by First Grade Children in Ordering Varying Numbers
of Objects by Length and Weight", "Techniques of Instructional Design",
and "An Approach to Concept Assessment". As a curriculum researcher,



he developed procedures for analysis of elementary school curri-
culum areas, formulated objectives reflecting the structure of
knowledge and processes in source disciplines, and conducted
analyses of scientific concepts and inquiry processes at the
elementary school level. He has been awarded an All-University
Research Grant at Michigan State where he is pursuing research
on content-task analysis and the analysis of teaching as a goal-
oriented information processing activity. Dr. Smith serves NARST
as a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of The Journal of
Research in Science Teaching.

JOHN T. WILSON, Ph.D. University of Florida, 1973. Present position:
Associate Professor of Science Education, University of Iowa. Prior
to University teaching, Professor Wilson taught in the public schools
for ten years. His research papers span the practical and theore-
tical domains of science education and include such topics as "A
Guide for Writing and Classifying Objectives by Learning Levels",
"Research on Mathemegenic Behavior: Implications for Teaching and
Learning Science", and "Processes of Scientific Inquiry: A Model
for Teaching and Learning Science". As an active scholar in the
practice of teaching, Dr. Wilson directs State-wide assessment and
evaluation activities within the Science Education Center at the
University of Iowa and is currently pursuing research on evaluation
studies of curricula using "trial by jury" techniques and an apti-
tude X treatment Interaction design study on search behavior of
learners engaged in inquiry learning. His articles have been pub-
lished in diversified scholarly journals such as the Journal of Re-
search in Science Teaching, Educational Technology Systems, and
Education and Training of the Mentally Retarded. Professor Wilson
has served NARST as member and Chairman of the Patron's Award
Committee for four years.

NARST BALLOT FOR 1978-79 OFFICERS

For President-Elect. Vote For One:

J.W. George Ivany John W. Renner

For Executive Board. Vote For Two:

Ann C. Howe Anton E. Lawson

Edward L. Smith ____ ,John T. Wilson____

Mark this ballot. Cut at the line above and mail to:

0. Roger Anderson, Chairman
NARST Elections Committee
Department of Science Education
Teachers College - Columbia University
New York City, NY 10027

Ballots must be received on or before March 13, 1978.



INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
ON

CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION AND ITS RELATIONSHIP
TO CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT IN SCIENCE

ISRAEL, JULY 23-AUGUST 3, 1978

Weizmann Institute of Science,
Rehovot

Sponsored by:

Organized by:

Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
Jerusalem

The Bat-Sheva de Rothschild Foundation for the Advancement
of Science in Israel

The Israel Science Teaching Center
Committee Chairman: P. Tamir, Jerusalem

The program will include lectures, discussions and symposia on the following
topics: curriculum implementation and the student; curriculum implementation
and the teacher; curriculum implementation and the school and/or educational
system; evaluation of implementation; implementing adapted curricula; the
role of curricula and teacher centers in implementation; modes of implemen-
tation; diffusion of innovations; case studies of implementation of selected
science curricula in different countries.

The last two days of the conference will be open to a wider forum for those
interested and involved in science education, in particular, meetings be-
tween science educators from abroad and local teachers.

Exhibitions of curricula and learning materials developed in Israel and
other countries as well as field trips to places of special interest will
be arranged.

The language of the seminar will be English.

APPLICATIONS:

PARTICIPATION:

The number of participants is limited.
All those interested in the seminar topics are invited to

apply.
Applicants should apply by letter specifying: name, address

and institutional affiliation.

There is a participation fee of $250 which covers registra-
tion, accommodation and full board for the days of the
seminar.

Letters of application should be AIRMAILED to arrive before
March 1, 1978 to:

Dr. Pinchas Tamir, Israel Science Teaching Center
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

APPLICANTS WILL BE NOTIFED OF ACCEPTANCE BY APRIL 5, 1978.

MARCH NEWSLETTER - JOB PLACEMENT ISSUE

Those with job vacancies to offer should send a job description and those
seeking employment should send a vitae to: Alan Voelker

Placement Coordinator
Gabel 102-B
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115



SABBATICAL LEAVE OPPORTUNITY

Project City Science at New York University would welcome professors on
sabbatical leave who wish to become acquainted with that Project and who
would contribute to its operation. The Project centers on the improve-
ment of the teaching of science in middle schools in New York City. Four
aspects are emphasized: development of model districts, analysis of com-
munity resources, pre-service teacher development, and related research.
Unfortunately, no funds are available to support visitors. For further
information write: Fletcher Watson, Director, Project City Science, 52
Press Building, New York University, New York, NY 10003.

CREATION/EVOLUTION CONTROVERSY POSITION PAPER AVAILABLE

In January 1978, the Iowa Department of Public Instruction completed a
study of the creation/evolution controversy as it relates to public educa-
tion. Based on this study, a position paper was developed to provide
schools with curricular guidelines, while eliminating the necessity for
legislative mandates. The position paper and a summary of state departments
of education dispositions related to the creation/evolution controversy has
been mailed to all contributors and will be forwarded to others upon request.
Please contact: Dr. Jack A. Gerlovich, State Science Consultant, Iowa
Department of Public Instruction, Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines,
Iowa 50319.

SEARCH BEGINS FOR JOURNAL EDITOR

The five-year, non-renewable term of Journal Editor, David Butts, expires
December 31, 1979. The Executive Board has begun the search for his
successor by appointing Ronald Raven as chairman of a search committee. The
balance of the committee will be appointed at the 1978 annual meeting.

The committee will be seeking a qualified member that can commit institu-
tional support for a five-year period through December 31, 1984. It is
hoped that the new editor can be appointed and announced at the 1979 annual
meeting.

LOST MEMBERS - Mail has been returned to the NARST office from members at
the following addresses. Please help us locate these members. They're
not lost. We just don't know where they are:

Robert D. Markey Patricia Kolebas
1338 Sycamore Street 2325 Pensacola No. 137
Clarkston, WA 99403 Tallahassee, FL 23304

Ann Hann
Mapo GU
Seoul
KOREA



Mail this sheet for convention pre-registration.

NARST 51st Annual Meeting
Hotel Toronto
Toronto, Ontario CANADA
March 31-April 2, 1978

Registration No.

Room No.

Please supply information as you want it to appear on your convention
identification badge. Four lines only.

NAME
First Initial Last

TITLE OR DEPARTMENT

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

CITY AND STATE OR PROVINCE

MAILING ADDRESS:

City

Are you a NARST member?

State or Province

Yes

Zip or Country

No

Are you a former officer or member of the board of NARST? If so, please give
office(s) and year(s).

Off ice(s) Year(s)

Please enter the appropriate amounts and total:
REGISTRATION
(Includes annual luncheon) $ 20.00

1978 ANNUAL DUES
(if not paid previously)

Patron

Sustaining

Regular

$100.00

$ 40.00
$ 22.00

TOTAL:

Check No.

Make check payable to NARST. Mail check with this sheet to:
Paul H. Joslin
NARST Executive Secretary
Memorial Hall
Drake University
Des Moines, IA 50311

Deadline for pre-registration is MARCH 17th.

}

-------- ---



Detach and mail this sheet for hotel reservations to:
Reservation Manager
Hotel Toronto
145 Richmond Street
Toronto, Ontario
CANADA M5H 3M6

For the 51st Annual Meeting of the National Associaiton For Research
in Science Teaching, March 31-April 2, 1978 please reserve sleeping
accommodations for me as follows:

TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION

Single - One Person

Double - Two Persons, One Bed

Twin - Two Persons, Two Beds

Suite - Indicate number of
rooms, beds and persons
to be accommodated

Arrival Date

RATE # OF NIGHTS

$35.00/R

$35.00/R

From $100.00

Hour Check out Date
Checkout Time 1:00 p.m.

Mail confirmation to:

Name
First Initial Last

School or
Company

Address

City Sate or Province Mail Code

Deadline for reservations is MARCH 10, 1978.

Auto parking available @$3.50/day.

Provincial tax is 7%.



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
RESEARCH IN SCIENCE TEACHING
206 Memorial Hall
Drake University
Des Moines, IA 50311

FIRST CLASS MAIL

8g08 VANDBN BRANDE

DRAKE UNIVERSITY
MEMORIAL HALL
DES IMOINES IA .50311


