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AN ATT&1PT TO GIVZ A SOCIOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION
TO THE BRAZILIAN COUP d'ETAT OF APRIL 1, 1964

A. In~roductlon

\'/l"1tlng about the last coup d 'etet in Bre.z11 re.lses
sev8ral questions of methodoloSY and attitude about the Infor­
me.t1on and the l·le..~T 1t is ha.ndle:d.

The facts are received as recorded from the cov~r1ng of
several newspapermen, which, no matter how objective they might
be (and 1n many instances they are not so») hElve to focus t11eir
attention on the political arena and on the immediate ~vents as
they become visible. The economic and social forces behind the
phenomena are usually clOUded, as well 2S many of the behind-the­
sceno facets of the political strife.

The analysis of the facts end al1 lnterpre:te.t1on of tllem
is qui te a difficult tasle.. The resE!archE~r very seldom ce.n
esca11e from his pE!rSOllal bias. The phenomena under study e.re
connected with thE! ~ct1on ~d interaction of powerful society
forces. 'rhel"E: s..re no simple theol'"'les l~!h1cli e~)laln the l'TE'.Y
in which these lnterectlons are connected.

The best that one could eA~ect to do 1s to obtain some
good. insight throUBh t11€.: vis1011 of several observers. \'lh11e
developing tl1is t'lorl: lo·re will 111troduce the contre.stlng opinions
of several authors, although in many instances, the contrast
micht not be fairly repr~sented because of biased selection
or 1ncom91ete information. A large ~art of the ideas B~d
hypotl1os1s of th1s l'1orlt come from the boo]~ RevolQtlon in
Bre..zil by Irvi1"lB' Louis Horor'r1 tz, 't'lho has put forth cons1dere.ble
effort in trying to understand Brazilian society and politics.

11 _. Bre~z 111e~n ~eoc~{p;round

The recent coup d'etat'cen be placed in its proper
persp~ct1ve only after a brief Inspection of the general eco­
nomic, social, and political development of Brazil.

*Research Associate of the Land Tenure Center, a co­
operB..t1vc: pl"oGre1ll of the Amer1c.9.n Nations t the A~ency for
International Devc~lopment, end t11e Un1vcrs! ty of l'11scons1n.
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FI'Oin tl1E~ 1?oint of vicl'r of eC01'101l'1ics, DrE'..zil 118.. 8 been
e:~l)eriencin[; durinG t11e lflst dec£l..ctes a pl~ocess of industriali­
zation which has been strongly influencing the soci~l 8nd
1)011 tice..l Pl"'occsses. Alon,3 lJ1 t11 it t11cre l1as been s, leJr~e

democrapl1ic grol'Tt11 and l)Opu..lE':.tion movements l'rhlch havE.: 8ivE~n

more ueifht to the urben centers in the politic21 structur~.

The economic Gro~·~t11 in the c1 ties B..l1.d the e..grlcultural }')ros­
perity in th0 southern pRrt of the country has not yet. reached

.. ' tl1e ~!eaSal1ts and more trad1tlonB..l fe..rming of t11e nort11€~ast.

Celso Furtado hC'.. s d1vlded the opportun1 ties in tIle Brazilian
society il1.to t~'10; c:open~; ones for the industrial 't'::orl:er (e..l1d
of course for thel~iddle class and elite) and a closed society
for t~c peasBnts.~ He sees the problem as one devising
vie.blc! 1)011tical inet110ds 1-1111011 11111 malce e.. rapid social tre4ns­
fOl~lnatlon poss1 bIE:.

In this chane1nrr Erazilian world, characterized by all
lcincls of tel1sio11S l;11ich are t}lE: product of t111s uneven devolop­
1118nt, lre l1ave to si tttate more pD..rtictlle.r p;roups f?~nd. forc(~s,

some of them still hiGhly influenced by pre-industrial cultural
V8':.ltl(!S.

In tIl0 fir'8t pIe.ce, pE~rsonD..llsm pl~..ys 8..n 1mlJOrte11t role
in Brazl1iqn ~o11tlcs. It has been characterizod 28 a main­
tcn~nce and transfor~at1on of the feudal structure of rur~l

arc~s 8nd of old Brazil when slavery played a very im~or­

te.nt l"ole. P~lso j it reflects t11e stru~cture of tl:e politiC8~
J?£'.l"'ties 1'rhicll 112're 8. strong ruliYlg class cherB..ctE~l"'. Fi118,11y,
E1J1d. 110t leC:;7~st irll)Ol~t~\nt, pE~rsonalism 't~10rl{s 't:.rell in Brazilian

l ·t- 2po 1 108.- :
I

Glauc10 Ary Dillon Soaresl! has written about political
sociology in Erazil. He blames 1111teracy B..S one of the rna.in
causes which helps conservative politics. Illiteracy which 1s
an aftermath of land inequality and prevailing subsistence in­
come makes education a luxury. UIlliteracy favors apathy, an
unquestioning acceptance of traditional values which immunizes
the peasants against class organization and ideological
relJelllon. c;

11Celso Furtado, fI\vhat Kind of Revolution, c: Foreigp
Affairs, April, 1963.

ZlIrVing Louis Horowitz, ~olution in Brazil, E.P.
Dutton & Co., Inc., 1964, p. 87.

Jllbid.t pp. 164-195.



tali t11 respect to the middle cle~sses, Wll1ch usually ~.re .~. .' .
s1dered a positive force in structural change of society~

Dillon Soares has a skeptical view~ ~~he middle-class ans­
wer in Brazil is to make nationalism a political shadow lack­
ing economic substance, to endow nationalistic phraseology
with the mystique of Brazilian hegemony while leaving the ~ i
nation in control of robust foreign interests ~:orklng with an
inGenious middle class.;~
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(1) The process of industrialization has caused and 1s
producing economic, social, and political changes, with con­
comitant tensions which the Brazilian society 1s trying to
overcome.

. ,
The military people.
The middle class.
Brazilian businessmen and foreign private investors.
United States forei~n policy.
The C11urch.
The latifundists.
TIle urba11 industrial l:10rkers, peasB..nts, students
and young radicals.

v.
vi.

vii.

i.
iio

1ii.
iv.

The form~r generalities convey an informal theory which
could have a large numb8r of modifications end even could
breed contre..dictory opposinG tlleories, but which 1s ",Yort11w1111e
e)Q)loring.

Amer1cen private interests are considered a new force
which have an important role in internal politics through
their economic activities: wages paid to labor, taxes paid
to Governments and the whole production and investment pro­
cesses. This role is enhanced further by the political pro­
tection offered to them by the United States government.

With respect to the latifundists, the military end the
church, he sees them as declining, being integrated into the
civilian bureaucracy, and accommodatins to the social change,
respectively.

(2) An importBnt sector of the Brazilian economy has been
left out of this process, mainly the peasants and the North­
east, l';hicrl furt11er aggrs_vates the picture. This fact is seen
by Celso Furtado as the more dangerous long run cause of
really violent revolutions.

(3) Playing importa11°t roles 111 the process of socia..l
action and ree.etian are several groups and forces 'lllJ'h1cll only
could be list'cd, 1JTi thout pretending to melre the list exh~tus­

tive:
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This list could be overburdened still more with references
to nationRlism, conservatism, inflation, and many other
forces which usually cut across social, po11tic~1, and
economic divisions, but more than enough problems of seman­
tics, methodology, and analysis are left to consider on the
list as it is without enlarging it.

c. Tl1e qpu1l.L..Year~ .1264

!:igL~.!Ln. More than 700 ma,rines stnd sailors tool:c over t118
f·:etallurgical "!orlters Ul'lion BuildinG, yel1111g, t:"le \\Tant
I'eforms j l'Ie 't'·rs..nt food. n \·lhen another group of s8..ilors mBrc11ed
off to join the rebels, navy officers intercepted them,
finally opened up with machine guns, woundin8 threE~. Brazil's
I\iavy I\'Ii11ister, Admiral Silvio Borges de Souza 110ta resl~n€~d

after he failed to persuade the group of rebellious sailors
to submit to arrest.

tIEtr,gl1.....f§. SaJ.lors and mar111es surrendered. to s.rm,y troops
8..11(1. l"'€:celved amnesty from tI'1e president, ;~Jango v: Goulart.

r.1e.rcll..~.2.2.. 2, 000 officers and 30 admira.ls met in a closed
session at t11e navy club. T11€~Y approved t"·TO unsigned ste..te­
ments nttackinIT President Goulart. They charged that the
govE~rnment had IJermi tted 8. minor1 ty of enllstE;d men to force
the ouster of one navy minister and dictate his successor.

r·Ie..rch 10. tJomen in Brazil\} s tOl'rns 11El,d bef!n orr~anlzing antl-
cOiliuunist demonstrations. In Bela Horizonte, in February,
1-'Yomen carrying rosal"'ies. led 8.. demonstration t11at brolre up B..

leftist rally. Priests called the parishioners (mostly women)
to march. Some priests O point of view was, ue want liberty
a..nd de:nocre.cy, l're l'J:?nt reforlns I bt1.t reforms \'11 thin tl1e le,,'t·r.

!'.'Ia..I:.Q1L31. Goulart ordered al'1 inquiry todB..y into the decision
of t11e IJrevious Frid.ay ~ to c.:re..nt an amnesty to the sailors.
At tIle same time, he ordered an investiga..t1on of trle officers
who had held the meeting to demand that the sailors be dis­
ciplined 8..nd the COUl1.try defE~nd itself B..ga.1nst :;communization. s:
In n reply to the officers, Goulart urged the E .r~cants and
lOlfiJ8r ral:l~(in;fj~ personnel 111 tl'1e armed forces to support 111m
8 ..ee.l11st the t=rE!actiona,riE~s.'~

ApI'il.1. The B.rmlf's ~ri tl1 1'1eadquB..rters a.t r·linEls Gere..1s, Sao
Paulo alld Para11a., staged rE~bel11ons against tl~e authority
of President Goulart.
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General Olimpo Mourao in Juiz de Flor~, 80 miles north
of Rio, made a proclem2t1on~

S:The e11e:n1es of order and dem.ocre.cy s111elded by
the Presid_E~nt }1ave been actine; 1',Ti thout respect for
the institutions, scorn1ne the armed forces and
l'TC:8.!{E~ning the rE~spect due to t11e public e..uthor1ties
in any civilized ~atlon•••

it Sl)urious orgen1z8,t1ons of poli tical unions maneuvered
by Brazil 0 s enemies, confessE.:d communists ~ !').ave become
more a..udB.cious under the President Os stlmtlls.tion alld
seele to ma1~e the l'Torld be11E.!ve they speeJr in tl1e naln€!
of the Brazilian ~Tor!{mB,n 1}Then they speslc in the name
of a forei~n state whose imperialist interests they
serVE: •••

'~hey seek to create rebellions among disciplined
patriotic sergeants and demoralize and humiliate the
Dl~e_~illD.n I'Javy.;'

l~"Pl~J.~. Goulart fle't'.J fl--oln Rio to Brazill~., but told. leftist
follol'-rel"'s the..t he 1...Tould fie:ht on. :Brazilian rebE~ls claimed
vic-cory t~l1.d D"n11ounced tl1at Presidency would eo to the
l·e:;isle.tive hee.d.

::l'!r-..s11111 tst011 ,SympB..tl'1etic to Brd\zilian Rebel C8,use: ,: Th,e
fE~elin8' l,ras t11at GoulE'..rt, . I1S..vi11G lEad Br8..zil to t11e brinl~ of
E~C0110mlc collalJSe, J1ad beE;un to mO",TC to'TlJard tl1e destruction
of her political institutions as well. lIe was believed to be
pla..nnin~ l'rith C0l1~"nUl1ist labor, pee..se.nt and student sUPll0rt, to
disbend Congress and dec12re a Syndicalist Socialist regime,
~crhBps as soon as May 1.

T1101nc\S C. ~Ia.nn, Pres1dellt Joll:l:1sonos special adviser e..s
l7E:ll 2..3 .t'lssi st2Jnt SecretaJ~Y of Sta"tE: for Int€~r-Amerlce..n Aff~lirs j

l7as said to have indicated a desire to consider that govern­
ments in the Hemisphere at the time come to power without
automatically punishing those that overthrow democratic
l"'egimes.

President GO'.11art on fvIono.D,Y (Marcl1 30) nle11t spoke on
television. He charged thet7

t; ••• The waV8 of propaganda was financed by illicit
contributions by biG foreisn compnnles -- drUG,
1118"nuf8:.ctul"'e, l)etrol(~t'..m -- Etnd by greedy IB.l'1cllord.s,
disho11est merc11ants 2nd big landol~Tl1.E~rs.t:
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T11rcEl 1'J(\c~~:s l)rE~viously C·ottlD.rt ]1ad siGned 8.. C011tro~lers1a ..l
land refoI'ID bill ~ atlt1101~izinG his fOVerl1.me:i:1t to se1zE~ la,nds
up to si~r milE~s on botl1 sides of fedel'"'8..1 11ieh"t'J8,YS 9 l"'8..i1 rO.e..ds 9

eJ1d VJBterl'~e.~rs. Le.l1dol'n1ers E1nd ;?oli tic€'~l leaders of tIle
ce11tel~ e.11d rie;ht volt-Ted to resist these e,~proprlations. HE~

1,-ra11ted also to est8J)lish l1e1,~T price controls to prevent the
cru..zeiro from furt11er delJreciation.

It:)riJ. 1. Goulart lTas supposed to be lJOtlnd for e~~11e in
Ur-U[;:tla..y. Tl1e presiden-b of t11e SE~nate decla..l"ed tIle Presid.etlcy
of E~az11 vacant and called on the next in line, Rain1eri
I\lazz illi, Pres ident of the Chamber "of Deputies.

Rio hailed the victory; one million turned out for
tl1E: ';mp~rch of t11e family for God Etnd Liberty. t; \18..s111n,~ton
sen.t lT8.,1"'mest v-ris11es to Brazil's ne't'l leader.

l~PJZ).]._1L. I·1ini stel" of l1a.r 9 Gen€~ral Arthtlr a.a CastEl e 8ilve"
sup~orted General Humberto Castelo Branco to serve the rest
of t110 P11E~side11ti8.1 term tl11tl1 Janue,ry 31, 1966, r;to help
purGe Bre.zil of t11e reds.;;

T11E:sc briof con1rL1un1qtlE~S of tJ1€ 11ress, cxtre.ctcd. from
I\Jel'L_..Yol~l: Tt.m§..§. and Time mS"gazine, point out the dramatic
events which threatened for n moment to bring civil war to
the ordinarily peacefully coexistent Brazilian society.

Tl'lE:~ qUCStio11S '\:';111011 vJ-G 't'Jould liJcc to enter into 111 thE~

ne~t p2rt of this p2~er are the following:

(1) Did this coup ~~etat follow a pattern, historically
s~')e2JcinG?

(2) fI~~vE~ tIlE: rol€~s of some of tl1.8 forces listed in the
bac~Ground section changed with respect to their
historicrtl bE~11avior?

(?) \~11Y did_ t11E~ J'ev-olutlon8.ry forces 1'11 t11 "t'Thom Gov~le"r·t
allied l'lave a~ debe..ole;?

(i!) Af'ter tl1e COUP9 1'Jhe.t is next?

In t11e outlinE~d analysis it ~-rill be impossible to escc9..pe
fl1 0rll tin1€: to time tIle conseqv~ences of jl1.dginG thE~ v.JholE: pro­
cess ClS 8. strl1c;c:le of lnterE.~sts bctll.Joon dlffE~rent social strata
and other forces. The treatment of the different authors re­
viE.:~Ted USUfl11y folloTTS 2. mOl"al a11d normB"tive IJB..tter11 geneI's..lly
ju(l~EJd as devie.tinGPosi tively or l1eGatively from an t~idealc:
0118, 1'Tl'lich is rE~adily sup}ilie:d bJr the personal opinion of tI1e
autho 1" r(:viE~lred. This i11 no 1Jay could lJE.: interllretE.:d EtS
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depreceto~y to these opinions, ffipny of which we p8rsonally
share. The role of politics and ffipecially of the ?resident
of t11E~ Reptlbllc 1s C011sid.erod in. m~11Y of these al'1e~lyses £'.8

t11E'.t of rtn arbi tCl" lll~onc; t11E~ collid1n.[; social forces, ple~y111G

several political strategies vhlch would enable the President
to l(:ad t11E: COUl'1try ~nct sUl--viVE~ 111 thout bE~1ng CE'.Ug}lt hy t11e
Gtl"lfe.

I'!eceSSB.l"'ily, e..fter e~r.e.mint?tioll of the 1mmeo.i.e..te C8..uses of
the coup, TIe need offer a more general e:~lanat1on9 because
tl-"c restr1ctec1~ r8J~Ge of tI'1e ir.r:.1ediD..te cS..US(:S ll1alres it im:90s s i lJle
to h2ve sn underst~nd1ng of the event without being caught by
tIle c~mot1onel character of the 1nforme..tion. !Iol'revE~r i ~'-re l1e,ve
to keep in mind the facts, as covered ~y the available reports,
to try to discovel" lqllE~thE~r t11e~T follo1-:r tI1.o historical pe~ttern

or 110t 't..ri t11 1)D..l~ticu18.r I'eference to the SOC1~11 groups earma,r~~~ed.

\'ie l'Jill e::a;ni11o f11"St some of the more Qutste..nd1ng 01'"
rE~CE~~t Brazilian 9011 tical up11cf'..ve.ls 't~rh1c11 cotl]_d c;ive us 8..
clue as to the role of some social forces under conditions
of stl"2.in.

The end of the Empire, accordinr-; to HoroN1tzSl It·ras
re~lized as a con8e~lence of several facts. The Catholic
Church refused to aid B..11 Eml;cror ~'l11o ShO'tfJE:d incres..sine reSl)ect
fOl'" }'1"otcste.11ts ~ ~lasons B.11d otl'1er 110n-C8..tl10lic groups. The
18.tifundists tux-ned 8.[5£li11St 1'118 vi,,;orous l)UrSllit of sl~lvE~ry

~bolition. The ar~y was mutinous and divided.

Thus~ there was 2 reaction against too fast or too
dr~.stic poli tic8.1 211d sociEtl cl18.nE;es. TIle Iicpublic ~'I1e..s 8..

C71"E!f).,t C0rllyrOlni so bct~'reen the lE\tifltndi sts e.nd the bOtlrGeoisie.
T118 formE~r lcE~p·t tl'1E! countrysi(lE~ 1J!i t11 thE:1r semi-fellde..l barons
ap~o1nting governors and ~€nerals. The latter, of a pre-:
industrial character, too~ the cities~ openinc the flood Gate
to tl;.E: Dutc11 9 t11e 121g1is11, a..nd t11E' I'TortI1 Am€~ric~..l"l.

The explal18.tion f~7 the Vargas fall is different, accord­
ill~ to the sa:ne author~ it 1'r8.S prodllced becau_se of t11e con­
flicti113 ends of the Vs.rgas [tClllli111 stration l~T1 th the E!merging

--.---_._----
!±IIbid· i ";).

5./IPid., p.

88.

f''';;).
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m1ctdle classes OVE~r the d.€:sti11Y of t11e 1::eEl.ltl: ~r11icll h8~cl

piled IIp dtlring tIle last 'tTorJ_d lIar. 'rllE~ V~rf!tas 8~Cl.lnil1.istra~­

t10n \'Je~ntE:d to follo~:T a l?olicy of stI'tlcturB~l c11Ct11ges 1'Tl"2icl'1
involved ?ainful sacrifices, whereas the middle class ~as

en::r.iOLlS to atchie~r8 ftllfillment of t118 dele~yed. COl1.sumr>tion e:[­
~P(:11ditt11~es DJ1Cl t11EJ l1eeds of '=mod.E~l'l1.ism;~ (il'1Vest111E;11t lllJ01'1 e::­
t€~1"'11e.l e..110. [;ome,times of s110l!-off chaI'acter). In this conflict,
t11E! lu111 tal"y ~)eople lra11ted to ,~O bac~.r to pOlTer (Ve\lrr~[l.s i:TE"S e.
eivili~"n) 811d t11e President l~as only 1JE'.clced by 81 poli tical
ol~g2.niz8..tio11 !:r11ic11 1'!8~S S81J2..rated or e..r>art from tl:.€~ ocol1omic
e~11d social life.

Finally, we come upon the resignation of President Janio
Ql:.3..~:·,~os ~ ~·T11icl1. ~..ccording to Eorol'71 tz t 't~re.,s t11e product of Et

lac!\: g~ comnmnlcatlon bet'lireen the bourgeoisie :?nd the Presi­
dent ._.:J ,~us.dros ~ sin l"laS tl1at l1e tool~ 8.t f~.. ce v8..1ue -- 1/ri th­
out d1scQuntin3 their rhAtoric -- the bourgeois liber21istic
viE.n:rs. Tl'1e aut110r lllainte.. i11s t11at t11E~ urban cla..sses t'Jere trlE:
~llc~.r(lia11S of natiorlalis111, of PE~trobr[\s Cl.nd Electrol)ras, blJt
t11c:t tliey 8.re not 'thrilli118 to nl~tl~e tIle se..crifices necessevr'J to
m8,:.~(~ t11e ne..tiOl1.g},iza..tiol1 of industry eC0110r.D.ic~llly fee.,si ble.
}:,.::lio Js..gue.ri bell ~ives n Inore cletal1ed vel"sion of C~u8dros lJ

f~ll ~:hich 1s in some respects relev~nt to our analysis.

lIe rejects nt t118 011tSE.:t Et11Y E~~~plt?L.natio11 b~tSE~d 011 the
P8l"'S011S.1i ty C~11d lJsycI101o.t~y of ~u~~(lros 2S too 811211011\T ewnd
i:1C011sistel1t.

At t11(: tim(: tl~e crisis tooJc ill0n1entulll, Quaclros 7 deter­
~in2tion to carry out a program of ~reat reforms had becom~

undeniable. The new f6reien policy seemed dan~erously re­
volv:tione..ry (cliplolnE'..tic al1d coi1unerci£tl relations 't".ri t11 tl'le
LC'sJcorn 1)10C ~ incley:>end,ellt VielJ8 about C111)a). The Q,~raria.11

:c(:foJ:~':: t11rE~atened to assail e.. tradi tional agriculturs..l stru.c­
turE~~ instillinG panic in the city-established interest ~roups

~lriO lTere rllore C011Cerl1.(~d l;1 th the stattlS quo. Tl!.1 s vi- e1'r
COi!1Cides 1'Ti th tl1at of Celso Ii'tlrtado except tlle..t he eJcplg.. ins
the outcome of economic devolopment as givinG or1~in to the
~?Olc.l'ize.. tion of society into t1rTO sectors, t11.e t:arr~lle .. i C t:
Ol1E: ~ E'..l1d the ;:mocter11 (~ sector (tl1e last one formed 'by t11E~ rise
of 11~l'j cl~\sscs al'1d tl1E! decay of S01110 of t11e old eli te).

_._--_.__..._----
6/
_.. 11)1(1., p. 97.
Y) I
.u ItJid. ~ p. 139, UTIle Cl"isis in BI'Elzilia,n Po11 tics. II

,
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TIe 90ints out the isolation of the political parties in
t111s ~!rocess. 'I'l":E:Y 11r'.d bCC0111C G11npl(~ E.~l(-)ctorD,l moc:1s11islllS,
1~\cl~il1g social represE:11tation. In thE.: elect1ol'1 fOl~ the
l-iouse of RepreSE~ntatives 8"nd in trle Sene#te the oli.'3'e"rc11Y
and the p~rty nachinerles retained control, while in the
election for President, ldE~ology 118,d become more import8,nt.

T11e last Pl~esidents hc"ve 112d s" c.ilernl'Urt: ei tl1el~ 11Vi11~
ttp to tl1eir com})romi se 't-Ti t11 tIle tTI.8tS SE~S Ol~ h€~tra#ylnG the
cssellce of t118 me..nd8..te cOl'1f€~rrE~d Ul)on t11em.

Quadros depended for support for his r~form policies on
t~1e mill tary "'line of thE~ E~j~tl~elr.E~ ric;11t. ROl'TeVCr, at the
moment of the crisis, this military grouping had already
tr0.nsferreo.. tl1€:ir solldari ty and loyal ty to Governor Jclcerde,.
In 1:1111 tal-"y terms 5 Que..dros lJaS d€~posed before 1118 actue..l
resiGnation.

Deprived of organized social support, his government
fe..iled 1"~1tll0Ut sulJste..ntial ev1dencE~ of popule..r mol)11izB..tion.
:;'I'11e crisis ended l'Jit11 a cOlupromlsc, to avoid civil war •••
E'.. S 8.. compromise, 01viI lalT hS..d to tolerete t}lat t11e cons:plr­
e.to~::'s Hould [';0 scot-free, and i'The.t is morE! serious'stho.t
t110Y l:Ollld r(:te~i11 t11E~1r stre11st11 e.nd. or[)anlza.tlon. ,:_1

U11doubtedly; tllE.~ fall of Qt::.a,dros 0111y SE~t up the sta.Ge
for Goulart's ne:~t turn without chanGln~ basically the struc­
tu~e or tIle disposl ti011 of t11E~ contendln~ forces.

l'la 11ave se€~n frOin tI-l€: forli1E.r re\riEnJ of ~o,rernmental over­
tIl1-"01'" that a VB..Gue pattern cotlld be d.e11neated.

The Presidents seem to beco~e alienated et a moment froD
the organized social forces which could be consldeTed their
ne.tur8.1 E'~lld. most solid suy>port ~ the 1)011 tical parties, the
CI1U_1"cr-t. The actlve forces ~'Thich seem to favor or 0l')pose mor'e
Ctl"t:tstic sociE'~l a11d polt tical cllane;es are the students, tl1E.~

yot1.11~; radicals, t11e urban industrial t iTorlcers and stlTJPosedly
tI10 ·;.)<:~asants, on t!1e 011E: l1e;.ncl., and t11E: ml11tE'~ry pE~ople, tIle
lo.tifundi sts 1111d t11(~ '')uslhessmen and fore1r;n invc:,stors on the
Ot11€:1" S icl_C~ •

It is h01·!e'lE~l"" interesting to speculate lrhy t11e Preside~1ts

t9,J.~(~ a cl1e.:rislnatic leaders11ip, m€~al1ing to say tha..t tI1E~Y feel
tl1t:mselves l11vestc:c.. ~]i tIl, tl10 responsl1Jill ty of ca.rrying out

_._ ..-------~----
· ./
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80010..1 c.nd 1Jo11 tic8.1 trrGlsfo!'mo.tj4011s OV(Jr ft11d 1Je~lOn.d tl1<::
desire of very re:slJecte.bl(: bodiE:S of opinion~ i1'1cltldi110 t11c
a..rmy gE~nel-"als~ ~'Tith t118 perfE:ct l\:nol~Jl(~dt~e t11e..t tlleir office
term 1s at st~~e. As Ja8uar1be says, this could not be
O~:l)l~.inable o111y beC8..tlSE) of psyc1101oe;ical reaS011S 1Thich l'Jotlld
be ~ertinent only to very special caDOS. Horowitz might be
Cl0S01" to a nl01"'e rE~asonable eJ~:)18,nation 1:T11en 11e refers to
the difference existinG in what the middle classes talk about
e..nd lTllat tl-ley really feel ~ but one 118..rdly could expect; of Sol
PrE~side:1t of Bl~fl,zil, a cuI ttll~ed, S11re1'ld and l~nolTi:10 poli­
ticie..n) thnt CEl31c laclc of u_ndersta11d.in.g l'Tl11ch "Tould cE~ttSe

11i:n to be deceivE~d by a faet t11rtt s110uld be common!Jlace to
a11:,r Brazilia..n socioloGist lTho lC1101J'S sornet11ing ahou_t scciB..l
2)sycl101oc:y.

At a11Y rate i t seE~m.s 8vide11t tl1at a.t leB..st th(~ last
t1'10 oV'c:rtJ,1l"'Ol'n1 Pl"'E~sidel1ts 11p~vE.~ been e;utlty of a fB..ul t~r judc;­
~11E'11t lrl1en assessinG t11c' stJ'enc;tI1, det0rrnin~.. t1011, 8~nd or'[~~8J1i­

z~tion of their support and their opposition. This points
out j perhaps, the e::istence of a dynamic and irreversible
lJT'ocess ~J'11ic11 08..11 not be e~~plainE~d simply te..1cil1C; [li sts.tic
Vi8tl of the basic necial v~lues, beliefs, and estimate of
tl:e 1~is1{8 8,nd bC:11efits s11ared lJy any social Group at .2. F5iY~l1

m..O~1J~.•

To ap}?ly ·t11is met110d 't're l'·roulcl }lEtVE.: nE!edE'd informe"tioll
on ~. s8quel1.Ce of d.aily eve11ts ovc'r a.. reaso118Jble lE~ngtl1 of
tilllE; IJreviotts to tl1e coup' cl Q etc..t ~ lcnolJl<::dge l-rl-lich ~JE~ did
110t 11av€.~ in l-I8.di son ~ nor lTould t11e tiJllC in-volvE~d 111 ]!J:'e­
~J2ri11G t11is PC~l)E~r have. allolred tl1E.~ use of this 1nformatioIl.
TIle 1\!E~lr Yorl~. Tilll~~.§., ~'r11~n f:tn im~)ortan t foreign devE~lol)ment

ta::es place, p:"ovid.es bacJ.rc;roul1d infornlE'ltic11 l-Jhic11 unfortune,t­
(:ly lurilps togetl1er a SeriE!S of events ~ cre8,ti11(j tJ1::: impression
of sin:ul tal1ei ty 1\J11ich really does not e:~:ist.

If lJe ~'!8re to speculate about tIle chain of events L're
cot1..1cl p,SSLlrne tllf'..t fiI'st a decision lTas tal~en to e..ssume con­
tf'~ct8 17'i th t11e E[:~st0rn bloc, 1.'r111c11 at the morne11t tl1at lrs.S
ta.:.;:e11, l'TUS SUIJportcd by tIle leftist and ns..tl.()l1.B..ll',;·:,ic grotlpS
c~11d t112~t i t l78..8 110t stl"'011GJ~y resistet1. by oth8r grOl()S 011

8.CCOU11t of possilJle eco110mic ~ldve..nta,,[';es l'litll0ut 8. dirE~ct

threat beinG lnvolve~ to their local interests.

l\~e~~t Fre..ncisco Ju11ao e..nd his C8..mpones LeaGue 8..ppc:~~..red
COl1.l)led l:i t11 a SlJOradic ul)sur.3e of stvo-dent u~nrest. lIe could
~uess that the apparent inertia of the eovernment was not
to tIle Ii ':inc; of t11€! le"ndec1 interests, 1'Jhich pel~11GtPS joined
fol"C-OS 1Ti tIl t11€J l)l~i vatE: foreiGn int(!l~(~sts and cel'\te..inly loolced
t,lpon C.11 unsympat11E~tic Dl1.i ted StDJtes foreiGn policy t01'IGtrds
Brazil as Q help.

,
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11'110 l"cf\ctlo11 of sorno of tIle closest GU1111ortlnr:. ~rou~1s of
t11e C;OVE~rrl1nel~t 1':C~S to cloJ1l1J dOT'Tn on SOmE! foreir;n-o~'n1ed public
utility concerns) which indeed did not help to reduce pressure
in the groning tension. There are SOBe indications that the
le..st COD.I) d. 0 E~ta.t ljS.S bU11di11[; s}.ov'rly us s11o\'m by t11e fact
tllG..t 1'...dl10l11E'..r de Barros, Governor of t11€~ state of Sao Pe..ulo,
1s reported to have sold at cut rate a considerable number
of sllbn18"c11i110 BU11S, rifles E'nd l)lstols 7 to lEtndolmers 8.11
OVE!r Br2~zil, besides bU.11d111e; UIJ t:\, :)I'ivate 1?.rlUY of 1.:- 0, 000
merle It S€~er.1S to me t11E:tt t11is ;:go11""e t: besides follol'Tin~ t11e
General pattern which polarized the 3razili&n society into
t't'10 1)1tter e~~tremes, l1e.d. its Ol·n1 differE~11ti8~1 che.J.~e..cteristics.
1'1.8 1 t 1s indicated. b~l t11(~ l)r€:ss J"'Oi:10l"'ts, tl1e ::dangex,CJ of
3raz11 becomil'lS ::communis"t; ,: l'T£".. 3 believed or "t'.ras artlcul~tt(~ly

~..dvertlsed. T11is ~ £tnd the c}1argE;s of corruption, lnE:!fficiency,
on 2.. [callojJi11g inflatio11 l)rovicJ.E~d the 8..mmtl111 ti011 for the
~overnment opposition. The bitterness in this instance not
oilly toolc n verbc.l c:~::pr€lsnion lJl1t it l'Tn.. S l"efl€:cted in e.ctive
Ol....';E'..11izB"tion D..nd. :prlVEtte D.rrJed. J~E~actlon. T}1€~ immecliate rOB.son
In11~,;11t; l)e t110l~[~11t to be tIle fact tn.at G·ou.le..rt \'JD.. S considered
~een in disarticulatinG the tr3ditlonal TIe~90n of intervention,
t21npel"ing 1'J1 t11 E'~ 11ig111y cl1er1s11ed ']Blue of t11e D.rmy 9 i ts
:;d1soipli11(~c; (mE~anin{~ that eTerybody in the E'rlny S110l11a. o'bey
orc181"'s, e::cc~pt of course the r~e11E~rals l'r11o Etre SUP1)Osed to be
fr'ee to intervene in poll tics). TIlls might be tl1E~ re8~S011 the
mt.lti11Y of 700 sailol'S too~.r on 811C11 a very d.I'am8..tl(~ importance.
On the other hand, the fo::Llm'Tcrs of Got....lart It.fer(l certain ~.(!)a.t
tlley could :;totEi"lly l)~rs..lyze t11EJ Brazilian ar'l:lE.:d forces. ::./J

The more fundam,ntB.l l"ElB.SOl1S of the opposi tion werE::
listeo_ by 1101"01:-71 tz10 e.s thc~ follol'Ji11{~ l:>ro~osed reforms ":Jy
GoulE~rt i

'I

1.

2.

'j
..l.

Distri btl.tinE; l:::tncl 8.1onG B.. si~r.-ml1E: str1::> on l)oth
sio cs of fE.:dc:re~l 11iGl11Tays nncl lTe..ter1~TD~YS.

IJs,.tiol1alizat1011 of privc.te for(~ign-01··m€~d oil dls­
tr1btltion.

LCC8 ,J.. lze,tiol1· of "the commtln1st party

---._.------""---
21Sa.id by a repl~esentative of the enlisted men, Antonio

Gal"'cia Fil110 $I 111 ~1011t111J!: RE~viE:t'r, AIJril ~ 19611-.

f O!';lievolution in Brazil ~ The Counter-Hevolutione.ry
I-"11as(~,:: 1\~e~'L Pol~tlcsg Sl)rl11~, 196L~.

. J
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l:,. Fr~nc]1isE~ment of 1111 teratc 1)E.:rsons.

5. Franchisement of sold1ors~ and privileGe of runninc
for poli tice"l office for mem1JE~rS of l01Tor ec11elol1..

I11 tl1is 1'7110J.e 111"ocess, 1t (locs not apl)C~nr tl12~t DJ1Y
Si~11ific8.nt c11E'..nee 118..8 OCCtll"'I'ecl l·.ri t11 reSl,)E~ct to thE~ be..sic
e..ligrilllent of t110 80c18..1 forces undE:r ene.lysis.

The military people, in this inst~nce the gener21s,
e,cted in t11E~ ~,"ray t11ey helve done in t11e p9..St. HOl'TeVer, 1101':
t11ey s110ved e,'t'fB..Y t11e 1)011 t1cie..ns \'1'1 thOllt much considE!1.,~\tiol1

for ::forme..l e.l')peE',l"'~'..nce,;; or t11e lege..l poll t1cB,,1 procedtJ.re,
~~11ch might reflect, perhaps, the fact that they felt them­
selves tl1reatc11ed :l1ore dir€~ctly.

Tl'1E.: 1)011ti cal parties seelnec1. to l1ave evupol"::'..tE.:d ~ even
t11e POl'Tc~rful P.SD (80019..1 Democrelotic Pe..rty) cotlld not lift 8..

fi11:E~r to dE~fend 1 ts leader Juscell110 I~u.lJi tscl1E:I: ~··TI'1en l1e ~·T8:.S

d€!lJrivE~d of 8,11 political ri~hts for" tl1e nc::t ten years 8~fter
til€.: COlJ.p ~J~,S successful.

It seems to me t11s..t 0..1 t110ur;11 tl'lC otllE:r grOl,11JS lJeha·ved
eccordil1~ to their historic record, it is importent to w1der­
sta11d t11e bE~118..vlor of t11(~ middlE~ class. I11 t11c cOt1.1"'SO of
tl1.is pe~l)E!l"', sevel~E'.l clla..rCE!s l1e..ve been levelled ~tC2i11st this
Grou9 of people, ~iliere tho body of energetic industrial
(:11tI'el')renE:tlrs 1 S SU:9::Josecl to lie accordinc; to SC11U1TI1)eter
th(~ori€s •

1.

2.

':'-' .

It hBS been btind to basic ne~ds, and plu~~ed into
t11e halJllY life by Lool~, Life. e..nd Fortun~ (!rorol~T1tz).

Tl1ey havE~ mDJ3.e Otlt of ':11atiol'lEtlismc~ a TIleJte-believe
phr2seolo~y, without solid economic meanin~
(Dillol"l Soa:i."es).

Althouch they are the main part of government
bureaucracy, Petrobras 9 and maybe of the middle
ranl:s of the arulY, they seE~med to have beel,,} 1')9..8­
sive. In this instance, it is interesting to note
that President Goulart addressed himself to the
s8rgeants and enlisted men, ~'T}lile t11e 0Pliosi tion
lTas ple,yi11['; to tIle r;encl"als ~ t11e pE~oplE~ ill bet't'reen
lTE:rE~ not lnentionecl.
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!3ut "~er}le.:;,S i.~lli~ is 0111~r 211 p;.rtiflcl~~J_ l)l"'OblEl1}l crE!atecl
in tll~: 1111i10.S of t110se 1'T110 11StV(:; ree.11 ~od the ndv211te.c;e 't'T111ch
lI0uId e~cco!.npeI1.Y ].c~,(ler3111p by t11c 1l11dclle c~le..ss~ 111 effect1nc;
ste.bl11 ty of poll tlcnl E'ncl soclal il1.stl tt.lt1ons, 8.l1d 1'.7110 C,l"'E.:

d1selJ90i11tE~d lj!1en tl1ey COl:lparE.! tIle a..ct~l~..l perfOrillP..i1ce l'T1 th
tl'lE~ir e~::gectft~tlons.

!lOl'r0VE~r~ t111s 1s ~. very 1111~JOrtant issue in tlJ"le futtlI'e
uevE:lo:.)lllent, 110t only of I1raz11 , but of many develol:>in8
cot:11t;rics. I11 t111s reS~lect, Scl1u..mpeter has se..id~

t:Cle..sses themselves rise El..nd fe..ll a.ccordl11G
to t11e 118~ttl1"'C~ e..lld Sl1.ccess 1'ri tl~l ~'r111ch t11ey -­
meeninc here, thoir members -- fulfill their
c11e~1~acteristlc functlo11S 9 an(1. £\"ccol~d1n[~ to tIle
1~1sE~ ~-:11(1 fall of t11c sociEtl SiC;111f1cf"lnce of tl11s
function, or of those functions which the class
Elc~mb0x's t:l1"'0 'tJl11111e~ ~,11(1 eJ)le to e_ccept 11'lstefl~d -­
the r01~tlve social slcnificnnce of a function
bE~111~ (letc~rElinE~d 1)y t110 (10.r.;1~E~~~ of socic.l le£'.a.el~­

31~i? uhich ito fulfillment in:cJ1ics or cre8.tE:s. e;ll/

Tl1€~ q.tt€At1011 l!Ot1.1d 1)E: t11€~11. 9 lihet11er i t 1 s necessary t11e..t
·t11E: r:1ic1.dlc:~ classes $ in Cotl11triE!S 11111c11 e..re in t11c o.cvE~lo~Jl11.':

~):r)()CC~S s, e:r.ex'ci se effect i V(~ lE~2-(1E:rsI11p by t~J.:i11e~ fV..ll CO~­

nizc:llCO of t~'1E_: Goc~ls 8.11C1 s8.crlfices il:1i.)liE~cl l)y ·tI1.is (l.eve~lop­

mE:11t c~nd c:''lE~e..til1.~:; tllC~ l1c:ccscary 50c1[',1 ve.lues ?J1.cl bel1P,vioJ:'['ll
lJe:..!ct0:r'11S 1':llic11~ or.Till permc.:8..te PI11Cl il1.fll1.e11CO o tl"l(! 1" so('.18..1 class­
es, if tl....:.8 yol1 tical 1)1~OCC8S is to ~o t11rot1.G11 1101"'ln~ ..1 C11C..l111.C~ls,

l~!:e,tever tlley c~l~e.

\

1~1 thutlC;ll t11is l)E'~rtic1l1nr ~i)[).th, perhe.ps, does not
nc:c~(~ss9..ril~r (:11SU..re tIle fastest r~..tE: of economic grolTtl;. it
1s ~, l~:ss 1:JG,i11fu..l B11d less e~~p(:11S1ve l"'os..d, e.sStl1ll1n[~ the..t
tl10 ~)r'EJSE.l11t eli to i11 P01'T(~r 1s 110t li:.;:E~ly to S.. sst1.1ne a l)ro­
~~x'ossiV~: lC:F..clel"'sl~iI') or: 8..ccount of t!1E: ris:'::s Etnd lossc~s 111
tl).oil"' :.)rCCE~11t j:"EJlatiVE: eco1101Uic, social ancl 1J011tical stE'..tus.
1:.1 GO it asstlm~s t:"'.~t; tIlE: tl11c:er]}J~iv118[';E:cl Inas s of pc:opJ.e 1 s
~~t )r0)~red to t~~8 this lc~dership or its man~Gemont.

lit nl1~r rnt(~» lrl1E!t1101~ it 1'ln8 foa:r of 11e~t1onC'.lizl11[;

le..l~;::;O fOI"E:iG11 COllcerl1S $ c11fl~al1ci11selnent of ye~lS~11t Jnt?,sses,
C..l1Q l"'E~(listl"'i t:'lt-tio11 of lr..l"'ce If'..11.dl101din~;s s lj11et11er 1 t l;"818 a
J.~c~: of l"(~Sl)Ol'1::·~i1...,1(: COl1ceI'11 fOl" tl'lE~ isslle, or lTI1E~t11er tl1E~

illflt1811ce of t11E~ ~'TOr:1el1 inE~llo1'Ted 8..ny E1..ctive l)articil)~tio11, . j
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If

t11c facts Stl£~gest CtS IIol---OlTl tz says ~ t11[l,t tr.l.Cl"-E~ l~8.. S 8.. ;:co1­
lusion 1)E~tl·:E~el1 t11e tlrba11 middlE~ clE'.sses 8.110. t11e lllili tary. ;:1£/

lJi tIl. rCs~pE.!ct to tJ:1e 8.ctu..e.l e..ctivi tiE~S 8..nd illlPFlCt of t118
AnlE~l"ice..n btlSil1E~ssnle11 e..11d of t11e U11i tE:d Stetes fOI'E:i[;11 ]1011­
eias, the picture is not very clear.

T:lel"'e 1,'r2.S a11 ope11 clel1Ul'lciatiol1 011 tele"tlisio11 1Jy Presi­
dent Goulart, of pro)aC8nda being financed by big foreisn
COE1:?e..11i8S. It lIas not a seCl~et that ~-J8.s111ne;ton, to pu.t it
mildly, was not satisfied with the handline of either the
foreiGn or the domestic policy of President Goulart. There
l'ras E'.. lTell-timed al1l10U11Co"ne11t by T1101118..S IIc9,nn E'.bout ~, C118.113e

111 Tj. S. IJolic~r inclttdin£,; c.. l)assiva ap~!roacll. tOl~TE'~l'"'d TIl-iIi te#l"Y
t~:e-ov8r in Latin Americn.

To top it off~ the United States~ tremendous mass
ll1E~C1..1e.. l'T().. S filled 171 t11 refeX'E1nCE!S to t11E~ nl"'['.z111:JJ1 c~comrntl11i st t:

t1.11iOi1S e..11d StUC1E:l'1t or,~;E'l1izatio11G~ t11e ::left1 st~; P1J"lesidel1.t
GotllRl"'t ~ ::Ce..stroi te:} :i1re..l'1cisco JU.llao, etc.

It is not surprising then that the Mexic2n ma38zino
!Sieini)l"'E~ dE:110LU'1ced tIle e::istEH'1Ce of ~ SE~cret (lOCV..iUe11t sent

by T11O'::ias il£tn11 to t11e Latin j\lnE~rice.l'l u. S. embassies sup­
~)oseclly s2yi11S, ~:Irl t118. preSE~nt YE~Etr t11ere s118,11 be 110 ot11er
Ct'.b~ ~;. al1.d COm.mE~11tinr; 011 cOt1l)S d 'J et~t il1 UrU[jlle..y') Dl....8.zil,
CIJ.iJ.E.;~ Ct1.1J8.. ~ c"nd tl1€.~ llE~ed. to isolC'te lileJ:ico. T11is p,nd. otl1E~r

simiJ.B"r rumo~cs cotlld bE.: l)elieved lTi tl10Ut flluc11 qtlestio11inc~

ill Lc.til1 P.JTIcl--icn beCE'.llSE~ of seVCl18.1 rCe',,30ns;

1. ~n1ether they are true or not 9 it is ~lmost impos­
sib].o to l)rove ,: or clis:9rovE.: t11CJl1. It 1 s only pos­
si1)18 to assert or del1y them.

? Thoy provide 2 convenient scnrye Goat.

3. As t11c I'ig11t ~.Til1G cat(::ts to 1.12.tio11n11s1u by (..lc~­

nOtll1.cinC: l~tlSsioJ [111(1 COr1l"1l1n1.st i11flue11CO, tIlE: 18ft
vTi11~ Cotl11ter8,ttac~::s 'tiri t~l r8f(:rel1.CE~S to I\Tort11
fi.lu.c~rt c ~.l1 11nperiD.l is tie i 11tCl"vont i 011.

It is inllJOssi1..,le to l{no~'''' F-tt tIll S lYlOn1el1t 1:11et11eI' the
1JiC; .llnl(~1"'icc,l1 i11Vf~Stol"'S ~ t11e Bl111J:?,ss~r 211(1 t11e State De-9£'t.rt­
i118nt did eirectly pl~y ~n active role in Goulart's

1 ?/..,,,:, ... lite.- -.;,~ 1\1 e1'T 1.:OleS---_._-_. ,



- 15 -

cl.CIJoslt~on. 'Ehe ,oint 11as lJeen 111nde, not '{t·Ti tl1 tIle PU1~]!ose

of cJ.eo~rln~ 1t up, but to il1Glcc~te tIle?': E~'L1stenc0 :tn LE~tl11

.P..Dlerlct"., BL1011t: d1ff'Cl"E;11t social ~rotllJs, of a be11c~f tlle.t th(~

U11i tc:d States :)le..ys some rolE~ 111 11TI.IJOrte~nt 100e.1 lJollt1c£'~1
e~ff2.irs•

T11~ COU.:) lrE'~S not 8.. sur~)l"l SC~ for t11e Dre..z11ie..n peo:;;le.
It l'TG.S foreC8~st by fIorolt·r1 tz in 1118 booI~ 1'11e pt..evo~t1.~12!}_.J..ll

~J.J., l~h1cl1 alJlJes.red at tI1e l,e0 innl11[\ of the present year.
£;TI1us, C-oule..rt 0 S P01'TE:r must incree..s 111G'ly C0J11e to rest 011 an
1nc.tlstl"'isJ.. ~'!orI~111s-cl:?~ss (v'rll1c11 is relE\t1vely s:'1all) ~tnd t11e
e.c;riC1...11 tt1.11 al . class (l'r111c11 is vel"'~r leJ~Ge) if indeed 1t is to
l~E:st J:'c.tl1€.;r tlle.n tumble in t11e fe.ce of 8. rir;11t-l"Ilnc cot~"p (1 '2 ete~t. ;;

lJE~ l1e..ve SCE:n t112"t Dr~..z111Ell1S 1'TerE'~ busy ce..rry1ntj out a
clLlel of r11etoric 8.nd arms..ment. . Goule..l"t ~ besicles v.nderestil].~,t­

ll1~~ tIle.: stl~engt11 of 1118 I)aI'ty; s e11emlE~s, did veI7 11ttl€! to
or.~~el1izfJ t11eil'" SUP~)Ol--tE}rs. F.e eV'e11 refv..sed to e..l"'m u1110n gj:'OU11S
ill t~r~E~ irlclllstl~i~~l centel~S 1'1111011 •.T0rE~ bein:£ 1"a1ded by ~trmed_

elC~~1(:i1ts of Gover110rs Let. CerC'.a~ DJ1d Barros.

G1VE~n t118 fo.ct tllf'~t poli tlce..l orcu111z8..t1011 (:Lid 110t I1P.ve
social bccl:lnc; 01'" ~J£)..rtlcl1)['.tlo11~ t110 poli tiCE:.l lE~e.ders111lJ

l!P.. ~; i11 the 1"!['..11c1.S of sme..ll intellectllQl c;rOtl~1S 1:Tl11c11 q.v.1ckly
succtt~'lll)E~C~ t..tl'1clE~11 tl1.0 t11rce..t of tI1EJ al~med forc6s.

TI1€~ pers~)octiV(~S of tl"lC! ner'" C~OV(~l"nm€:nt \fTill de}jC11cl. on
t~e1r short-run cnd perhaps Rlso on their lonG-run behavior.
It~ se~:n13 t11~t all~en(;.y, foll·QT:1110 formE!r ,e~tterJ1S, tl1e Presl­
d~e11t of -c11e J.e~)ul)lic, Ge11cr~~1 CC'.stello Brf'.l1CO, hes endorsed
a ';11ilcl ~)D..c;.~a~e of J~0forms. ··.n1etl1.c:~r thE.~ ;: jel to;~ l'r11J. reco\rOl~

its ~)osi tio11 £'~11Cl 1,;111 IJe.l"'TI11 t ~eac€:fu"l comprornises, or ;:t11E:

l".~.:-ccl. core of conserve..tlsnl 1ql11 COl1ti11t....e~ ~11el1'" r(:d-}1U..ntil1~

~~n(. -tlle mor8~li -ty-by-tlle-S1Tol"d l)rO~rc.m,~:J...1I del)ends on too
jJ1D..n~r -v2~J·.~i2.01 c:' s •

'110 C011s1d.c:r 'only one f'.s~)cct of t!1e nelt·T pollcle[), 1j\!e

c01.~.l(~ to..lce tll.C' ~.l1ti-lnflatioll~~J viel·rs eJ1d ~?l"o~Josed InC~C\Stlros

of t2_~: n01'! 1'11111 stE~r of J~C0110hliC PIEtm1111g , nol)or"to de
Cli\reil"'~l Ce.mlJos. It 1 s rey>orted lJy TJ.lne mage.z111e tll~·.t J

p~J .. r ..~:mcd by tl1e r<?tc:~ of i11flE'.t1on of ~·O-80% £\ yes..r, ~.nd by
tl'l(~ f'..lllOU11t of' t11e forel[;:l debt 1'-111.1011 1s est1m9.ted e.t t11ree
billion doll.?rs, 118 'trill lll1.(lertf'~~~e sev'cr~al m€;['~sures to
1"'(: st;OI C Ol'ldE~l'" ~

1.3/FrE'.~1cisco de Alencnr Arraes, I:AP1"'il Fool vs D8.Y in
=l~~..zil,:: Tll§....~~lQ~~~ I'-lay 8~ 1964.

. ..
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1. I=E~ 1\Till etl t t~1E:: bt1.cl::et t;:l ? O~~~.
10fl.118 Ct11c1. \r~L~E~ ~:)o ~ s t S lli J_1 o.ls 0

ConlinE~l~ciF'Jl crE:cli t
be cut.

T

,

? Ta:;~es l'r111 bE~ i~1Cre[l.sc~d lJy 0. llalf-billi011 cruzeil"'os.

3. The ~o~l Dill be to reduce inflation to 10-20% a ye~r.

111 e~ J:'ece11t e.rticlE~ ~ 11.:·/cle 01iveirf1, Ce,ml)OS Pl..1 t for~'le,rd.
his \ri(;~'!s 011 i11flp,tion, lr111c11 al"'C m'Jl"'E' 01'" less ort110(lo:~ [;',f'.­

cox'cLil1c; to eco110mic theol"'Y anc1 1J111c11 in synt11E:sis lJlam8'
ir.lflation 011 1110nE:tr'.ry ~;,nd f18ce~1 lJo11cies~: InfleJtio11 1s con­
s1ct(~j~t..:c1. l11COlll1)~~tibIE: 1'11 tIl eCOI101nic develol)nlent. T11E~ OlJpos111G
V1E:lT by t110SE: 1'7110 el1d.Ol--SE~ t11e so-called :~ struottlrEtl ,; 8c11001 t

more or less considers inflation as a symptom of the real
SiC::l1eE~S, tIle ';basic': fa.ctors 1'-1111011 D.~C€~ t11E~ c2..us8Jl forces of
1nflc.tiorl. T~ley are rele.tc:(L 1/;ltI1 riGidity 111 thE! stl~')!)ly slcle
of t:1E: E) CO11.0TI1Y • T11ey c~re the 18,tifundist charftcter of s,,~:ri-

cU.l·Cl.,ll'te, t11e i11St8JJili ty of tl:c fOl~E~iGn traJde a,11d t110 cListl'ti­
bv..tio11 of inCO!:110 1'r1 t11 n ve:::y J.OlJ 1)Ul"Cf18.sinc; pOlTel'" of tl1.e
ln2S8CSo

tie sl';ot,llcl F.lso 1~e1nembf~r .Icl1nt itlf12~tiol1. 118..S been consicle:red
e~ !:looc1.1ess fOl~lJ. of resolV1113 bi ttel'" socif'..l tE~11Sio11S~ E.~spc~c12,11y

ljl'l~~:1 :'10~1(; of tl1c COl1test9Jlts 1s p01 rerful e11ottr;:1 to clictrto t11(:
11~~1! "cel"'ms of t11e inC01~lE: (Ii stri lJutio11.

To tan18 i11flr\tio11 ~'Till l)e onE~ of tIle }:lost ci.iffiClJ.l t tc,s:.:s
of tl1C 1101'1 ~;O\Jr-:,I'11mc~nt. Tl1e diffictl1tiE.:s (10 not ]_1(~ only il'}

t11e lJOssi'~ilitiE.~s of COD1l?1i tti11C; techniceJl or t11col'teticl:-tl
E:I'J:'O:''''s, l)tlt il1 t11c c1.ifficL"'.1ti€~s lIn~~licit 111 CV.ttl11r; credits
e,Jld. 't'TS..ses 9 f'.gr-~r:?v~.ti11~~ i'~':1)OJ~t2nt economic sectors l:1 t11 seri­
ous 90ssibilities of cr8~ting unemployment. If, as Father
!irl~[iO~ sr:-:ls, clisci'~)li110 is forced by tl1E! SlATOl'd., it is pos-
81 ~)l(! t119..t tIle t't'.rdE:11 of tl10 ~;sl).ared;~ sE.crifices l.rill lJe
['.i)sOJ~~:;od by tIlE: less stro11C~ eco110rJicc..lly Sl)e8.J~1n[~. This 1"!"1J..1
I)C:: :no:CE! true if t11(~ l~:)or U11io11S e~r8 re11del--cd p01-rel#\loss e.l1d
t~e ~e~sant movement is left nithout any legal or economic
ol1.. t;lct. I~ t11is is t11E~ CD,SO, 1.~10r0 seriOtlS troulJlos t11eJ1
si{·l-,)le COUl)S d ~ etat 1,!ill loom in the future of Bre~zil.

011 tI~~ ot11E:r h2.11C"L ~ oven if mild ~)ut effic1c11tly caJrriE~d

oU.. t soeie..l E'..ncl l)oli ticD,l reforms al~e me.c'i.e by tl1(: ne't'T GOVE:~J:'n­

lnE~11t j l)el"'118,1)S 1!itIl trle D.ssistQncc of a mOl~E:; far-slc;llted
middle class, Dr~zil has Good prospects of re3aininG the

J.l~j11oberto de Oliveirc. CD.ropOS, ;;Tw-o Vimrs on Infl&".tion, t;

k0ti:1=.:~..E~1\~£.llil._l.eilllQ§ .. , edi tE\d I."")y A. O. I-lirscl1mEtn ~ TlTent1E!tl~

Century Fund, 1961~ ~p. 69-73.
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~)2tl-1 of pro~:ress 9 110 :!lEttter 1101: ~.)pinftll or slo~'i tl1E.: IJrogress
lne..~r 0e.:.

It is Illy perS011al 01:>1111011 tl1Qt Jc11e 50c18.1 SCiE~11t1sti if
he l;S..nts to becomE! 2..n eff(~ctlve aid il1 t11.e l)rocess of soci~~l

Che..l1e3e J 112.8 to ~~balldo11 111s detB..c11ed and tl so1entlfic:: atti tu.cle
and l)ecome mOl"'e il'1VolVE~d 111. tIle sttldy of !nore iJul)Orte..11t 8~nd

Ttlenni11r;fttl eco11orlic, soc1E".1 e"nd 1Jo11ticel forces ~j1d eVel1.ts,
l:111011 usue"lly al~e cons1der8cl 1n1iJrovise..blo 01" StlbjE~ct to C2..tlse
~,,11d E~ffect ls..lTS otlt of tIle 1~e8..1m of sorious socia..l science.
111 tIl.is ~·;e..~r 8..11 of tlS ~'Tould srl[-),re a Ii ttle nlore soci~,l re­
S~)o~1sil)ility 11':1 t11e real mQlcinG of society.

...

· 1
• 1. ;.

,.. ~
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