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AN ATTZUPT TO GIVZ A SCCIOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION
TO THE BRAZILIAN COUP d’ETAT OI' APRIL 1, 1964

by Serglio Maturana®

A, Introduction

Writing about the last coup d'etat in Brezil raises
several questions of methodology and attitude about the infor-
metion and the way it is handled.

The facts are received as recorded from the covering of
several newspapermen, which, no matter how objective they might
be (end in many instances they are not so,) heve to focus their
attentlon on the political arena and on the immediate events as
they become visible. The economic and socilal forces behind the
pPhenomena are usually clouded, as well as meny of the behind-the-
scene facets of the political strife,

The anelysls of the facts end an interpretation of thenm
is quite a difflicult task. The researcher very seldom cen
escape from his personal bias. The phenomena under study are
connected with the actlon and interaction of powerful soclety
forces. There are no simple theories vhich ernlain the way
in which these interactions are connected.

The best that one could expect to do is to obtain some
good 1insight through the vision of several observers. While
developing this wor’: we will introduce the contrasting oninions
of several authors, although in many instances, the contrast
might not be falrly revresented because of biased selection
or inccmplete information, A large nart of the ideas and
hypothesls of this work come from the boolk Bevolution in
Brazil by Irving Louls Horowitz, who has put forth considersble
effort in trying to understand Brazilian soclety and politics.

B.__Brazilisn Beckrround

The recent coup d’etat cen be placed in its proper
berspective only after a brief iInspection of the general eco-
nomic, soclal, and political deveclopment of Brazil.

%*Research Associate of the Land Tenure Center, a co-
operatlive program of the American Nations, the Agency for
International Development, and the University of Wisconsin.




From the point of view of economics, Drezil has heen
ermeriencing during the last decades a process of industriali-
zation which has been strongly influencing the sociel and
woliticel processes. Alonz with it there has been a2 lerece
demographic growth and povulation movements which have given
more teight to the urban centers in the politieczsl structure.
The economic growth in the cities and the agricultural »ros-
perity in the southern part of the country has not yet.reached

.. the —neasants and more traditlional ferming of the northeast.
Celso Furtado has divided the oprortunities in the Drazilian

society into two: Fopen® ones for the industrial vorlker (and
of course for the_middle class and elite) and a closed society
for the peasants. He sees the problem as one devising

viable political methods which will make a2 rapid social trens-
formatlion possible.

In this changing Prazilisn world, characterized by all
kXinds of tensions vhich are the product of this unevan develop-
ment, e have to situate more particular groups end forces,
some of them still highly influenced by pre-industrisl cultural
velues.

In the first plece, versonalism plays an imvdortant role
in Brazilian »nolitics. It has been characterized os a maln-
tenance and transformation of the feudal structure of rural
arcos and of old Brazil when slavery pleyed a very impor-
tent role. Also, it reflects the structure of the political
nerties which have a strong ruling class cheracter. Finally,
and not leest importent, personalism works well in Brezilian
politics.2/ |

Glaucio Ary Dillon Soares3’/ has written about political
sociology in Brazil. He blames illiteracy as one of the main
causes which helps conservative politics., Illiteracy which is
an aftermath of land inequality end prevailing subsistence in-
come makes education a luxury. %“Illiteracy favors apathy, an
unquestioning acceptance of traditional values which immunizes
the peasants against class organization and ideological
rebellion.*®

l/Celso Furtado, %“What Kind of Revolution, % Foreign
Affairs, April, 1963.

g/Irving Louis Horowitz, Revolution in Brazil, E.P.
Dutton & Co., Inc., 1964, p. 87.

3/

: Ibid., pp- 16“"195-
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With respect to the middle clesses, which usually dre -
sidered a positive force in structural change of soclety,
Dillon Soares has a skeptical view: “The middle-class ans-
wer in Brazil 1s to make nationalism a political shadow lack-
ing economic substance, to endow nationalistic phraseology
with the mystique of Brazilian hegemony while leaving the
nation in control of robust forelgn interests working with an
ingenious middle class.*

-1,

Americen private lnterests are considered 2 new force
wnich have an important role in internal politics through
thelr economic activities: weges pald to labor, taxes paid
to government, and the whole production and investment pro-
cesses. This role is enhanced further by the political pro-
tection offered to them by the United States government.

With respect to the latifundists, the military end the
church, he sees them as declining, belng integrated into the
civilian bureaucracy, and accommodating to the socisl change,
respectively.

The former generallities convey an informal theory which
could have a large number of modifications and even could
breed contradictory opposing theories, but which is worthwhile
exploring.

(1) The process of industrialization has caused and is
producing economic, social, and political changes, with con-
comitant tensions which the Brazillan soclety is trying to
overcome.

(2) An important sector of the Brazilian economy has been
left out of this process, malnly the peasants and the North-
east, which further aggravates the picture. This fact 1s seen
by Celso Furtado as the more dangerous long run cause of
really violent revolutions.

(3) Playing important roles in the process of social
action and reaction are several groups and forces which only
could be listed,; without pretending to meske the list exhaus-
tive:

i. The military people.
ii., The middle class.
iii., Brazilian businessmen and foreign private investors.
iv. United States foreign policy.
v. The Church.
vi, The latifundists.
vii., The urban industrial workers, peasants, students
and young radicals.
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This list could be overburdened still more with references

to nationalism, conservatism, inflation, and many other

forces which usually cut across social, politicel, and

economic divisions, but more than enough problems of seman-

tics, methodology, and analysis are left to consider on the
. list as it is without enlarging it.

C. The Coun, Year: 1964

Merch 27. More than 700 marines and sailors took over the
Lietallurgical Workers Union Building, yelling, "We want
reforms, Ve want food." When another group of sailors merched
off to join the rebels, navy officers intercepted them,
finally opened up with machine guns, wounding three. Brazil's
Favy Minister, Admiral Silvio Dorses de Souza Mota resisned
after he falled to persuade the group of rebellious sailors

to submit to arrest.

Merch 28. Sailors and marines surrendered to army troops
and recelved amnesty from the president, *Jango® Goulart.

lMarch 29. 2,000 officers and 30 admirals met in a closed
session at the navy club. They approved two unsipgned state-
ments attecking President Goulart. They charged that the
government had vermitted a2 minority of enlisted men to force
the ouster of one navy minister and dictate his successor.

Harch 30, Women in BPrazil's towns had been orzanizing anti-
comaunist demonstrations. In Belo Horizonte, in February,
women carrying rosaries led a demonstration that broke up a
leftist rally. Priests called the parishioners (mostly women)
to march. Some priests’® roint of view vas, we want liberty
and democracy, we went reforms, but reforms within the lai.

arch 71. Goulart ordered an inquiry today into the decision
of the previous Friday, to grant an amnesty to the sailors.

At the same time, he ordered an investigation of the officers
who had held the meeting to demand that the sailors be dis-
cinlined and the country defend itself ageinst “communization, ¥
In & reply to the officers, Goulart urged the € .rocants and
lower rankine personnel in the armed forces to support him
against the “reactionaries,®

. April 1. The armies with headquarters at Minas Gerals, S3o
Paulo and Parand, staged rebellions against the authority
of President Goulart.
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General Climpo Mourfo in Juiz de Flors, 80 miles north
of RBilo, made a proclemation:

“The enemles of order and democracy shielded by
the President have heen acting without respect for
the institutions, scorning the armed forces and
veazening the respect due to the public authorities
in any civilized nation...

"Spurious orgenizetions of political unions maneuvered
by Brazil's enemies, confessed communlists, have becone
more audacious under the President®s stimuletion and
seek to malie the world believe they speak in the name
of the Brazilian workmen when they speak in the name
of a forelpn state whose imperlalist interests they
SETVE ...

”They seek to create rebellions among disciplined
patriotic sergeants and demoralize and humiliate the
Drazilian Navy."

Anril 2. Goulart flew from Rlo to Brazille, but told leftist
followers that he ould fipght on. Drazilian rehels claimed
victory and announced that Ppreslidency would go to the
lesislative head.

"Washington Sympathetic to Brazilian Rebel Cause:* The
feeling was that Goulart, having led Prazil to the brink of
economic collapse, had begun to move toward the destruction
of her political institutions as well. He was believed to be
planning with communist labor, peasent and student support, to
disbend Congress and declare a Syndicalist Socislist regime,
nerheps as soon as May 1.

Thomas C. lNann, President Joimson's special adviser as
well a3 Assistent Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs,
vas sald to have indicated o desire to consider that govern-
ments in the Hemlsphere at the time come to power without
automatically punishing those that overthrow democratic
regimes.

President Goulart on Monday (March 30) night spoke on
television. He charged thet:

¥...The wave of propaganda was finenced by illicit
contributions by hlg foreign companies -- drug,
menufacture, petrolecum -- and by greedy lendlords,
dishonest merchants and big landowners.®




Three weelis previously Coulart had signed a controversial
land reform bill, authorizing his government to seire lands
up to six miles on both sides of federal highways, railroads,
and waterveys. Landovmers and noliticel leaders of the
center and right vowed to resist these expropriations. He
anted also to establish new price controls to prevent the
cruzelro from further depreciation.

Adril 3. Goulart was supposed to be bound for erile in
Uruguey. The president of the Senate declared the Presidency
of Drazil vacant and called on the next in line, Rainieri
ilazzilli, President of the Chamber of Deputies.

Bilo hailed the victory; one million turned out for
the “march of the family for God and Liberty.%* ‘ashington
sent warmest wishes to Brazil’s new leader.

April L., HMinister of War, General Arthur da Costa e Silve,
sunnorted General Humberto Castelo Brance to serve the rest
of the presidential term until Januery 21, 1966, Fto help
purge Srazil of the reds.*

These brief communiques of the press, extrected from
New Yoxl: Times and Time magazine, point out the dramatic
events which threatened for o moment to bring civil war to
the ordinarily peacefully coeYistent Brazilien society.

The questions which we would like to enter into in the
nexrt part of this pever are the following:

(1) Did this coup C°etat follow a pattern, historically
snealling?

(2) Have the roles of some of the forces listed in the
background section changed with respect to their
historical behavior?

(?) Why did the revolutionery forces with whom Goulart
2llied have a debacle?

() After the coup, what is next?

In the outlined analysis it ill be impossible to escape
from time to time the consequences of judging the whole pro-

. cess as a strusgele of interests between different social strata
and other forces. The treatment of the different authors re-
vierred usually follows a morael and normative pattern generally
Judged as devieting positively or negatively from an “ideal®
one, which 1s readily supplied by the personal opinion of the
author revieved., This in no way could be interpreted as
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deprecetory to these opinions, meny of which we »personally
share. The role of politics and epecially of the rresident
of the Republic is considercd in many of these analyses es
that of on arbiter among the colliding social forces, playlng
several political strategies thich would enable the President
to lead the country and survive without being ceught by the
strife.

3. Some anteccdents and explonations.

Necessarily, after evaminetion of the immediate causes of
the coup, we need offer a more general erplanation, because
the restricted range of the inmediate causes makes it impossible
to have an understending of the event without beinsg caught by
the emotionel character of the information. However, e have
to keep in mind the facts, as covered by the available reports,
to try to discover whether they follow the historical pattern
or not with narticuler reference to the socisl groups earmarked.

le will ezramine first some of the more outstanding or
recent Brazilian nolitical upheavals which could give us =2
clue as to the role of some soclal forces under conditions
of strein.

The end of the Empire, according to Horowitzg/ was
realized es a consequence of several facts. The Catholic
Church refused to aid an Emperor who showed increasing respect
for Frotestants, Masons and other non-Catholic groups. The
latifundists turncd ageinst his vigorous pursult of slavery
ebolition. he army was mutinous and divided.

Thus, there was o reection ageinst too fast or too
drostic political and socliel changes. The Republic was a
rreat compromise between the latifundists end the bourgeolsie.
The former kent the countrysicde with thelr semi-feudal barons
eapnointing zovernors and generals, The latter, of a pre-
industrial character, toor the cities, opening the flood gate
to the Dutch, the Inglish, and the North Amexrican.

The cxrlanation for the Vargas fall is different, accord-
inr to the sane authoré/ it was produced because of the con-
flicting ends of the Vargas administration with the emerging

L
‘/Ibid., n. 88.

q ~
*/Ibid., P. 93,
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middle classes over the destiny of the wealtl thich had
pilled up during the last world war. The Vargas acdministra-
tion wanted to follow & policy of structural changes vhich
involved »ainful sacrifices, whereas the middle class was
anxious to achieve fulfillment of the delayed consumption ex-
penditures and the needs of “modernism® (investment upon er-
ternal and cometimes of shov-off character). In this conflict,
he military Heople vanted to so back to power (Varmes wes a
civilian) and the President was only backed by a political
organization which was senarated or apart from the economic
eand social life.

Finally, we come upon the resignation of President Janio
raaros, vhich according to Eorowitz, was the product of a
laclk of comnunication between the bourgeoisie and the Presi-
dent.u/ Quadros’ sin was that he took at face value -- with-
out discountinz thelr rhetoric ~- the bourpgeois liberelistic
views., The author mainteins that the urban classes were the
aquardians of nationallsm, of Petrobras and Electrobras, but
that tliey are not willing to make the sacrifices necessary to
melke the nationalization of industry economically feasible.
.elio Jaguaribe ~ives o more detalled version of Quedros’
fell which is in some respects relevant to our analysis.

‘e rejects ot the outset any explanation based on the
personality and vsycholory of 7Nuadros as too shallow and
inconsistent.

At the time the crisis toolr momentum, Quadros’® deter-
aination to carry out a program of pmreat reforms had become
undeniable, The new foreign policy seemed dangerously re-
volutionery (diplomatic and commercial relations with the
Cestern bloc, indenendent views about Cuba). The aararian
refor threatened to assail a2 traditional agricultural struc-
ture, instilling panic in the city-established interest groups
wro vere more concerned with the status quo. Thls vierw
coincides 1ith that of Celso Mfurtado except that he exgdains
the outcome of economic development as giving ori~cin to the
nolerization of society into two sectors, the “archaic®
one, and the “modern% sector (the last one formed by the rise
of new classes and the decay of some of the old elite).

)]

H
g}
1 J"
[y
(o)
.

-

'3
L]
Ne)

7
2/1p1d., p. 139, "The Crisis in Brezilian Politics. "
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e noints out the lsolation of the political parties in
thls nrocess., They hed become cimple electoral mecaenlsus,
laclking soclal representation. In the election for the
bouse of Representatives and in the Senate the olirarchy
and the party nochineries retained control, while in the
election for President, idecology had become more ilmportent.

The last Presidents have had a dilemma: either livinm
up to their comnromise with tihe wmasses or betraying the
cssence of the mandate conferred upon themn,

Auadros denended for support for his reform policies on
the military wing of the extreme right. However, at the
moment of the crislis, this military grouvning had alresdy
transferred their solidarity and loyalty to Governor Jacerde.
In military terms, Quadros was deposed before his actual
resignation.

Devnrived of organized social support, his government
failed without substantial evidence of »opular mobilization.
“The crisis ended with a compromise, to avoild civil war...
2s o compromise, civil law had to tolerate that the consnir-
ators would go scot-free, and what is more serlous, Phat
they would retein thelr strength end organization.“§

Undoubtedly,; the fall of Quadros only set up the stage
for Goulart?s next turn withcut changines basically the struc-
ture or the disposition of the contending forces.

ile have seen Trom the former reviewr of governmental over-
throwr that a vague pattern could be delinezted.

he Presidents seem to become alicnated a2t a moment fron
the organized social forces which could be consldered thelr
natural and most solld sunport: the nolitical partles, the
Church, The active forces tthich seem to favor or o»pose more
drastic soclal and nolitical changes are the students, tle
young radicals, the urban industrial workers and sunnosedly
the neasants, on the one hend, and the militery people, the
lotifundists and the husihessmen and forelgn investors on the
other side,

It is howvever interesting to sveculate why the Presidents
Jte a2 charismatic leadership, meaning to say that they feel
hemselves 1nvested with the responsibility of carrylng out

'8'/1_1).1-33:': p. 147,
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socilal ond political transformotions over and beyond the
desire of very rcsvectable bodies of opinion; includings the
army generals, tith the perfect Lknowledge thet their office
term 1s at stalke. As Jaguaribe says, this could not be
erplainable only because of psychological reasons vhich would
be wertinent only to very special cases. llorowitz might he
closer to a more reasonable explenation when he refers to

the difference existing in what the middle classes talk about
end vhat they really feel: but one hardly could expect of a
Fresident of Brazil, a cultured, shrewd and knowing poli-
ticlan, that tasic lack of understanding wiilch would cause
i1lm to be deceived by a fact thet should be commonplace to
any Brazilian sociologist who knows something about scclal
nsychology.

At any rate it seems evident that at least the last

two overthrorm Presidents have becn gullty of a faulty Judo-
ment vhen assessing the strength, determination, and orceni-
zrntion of their suvnport and their opposition . This points
out, pecrhaps, the eristence of a dynamic and irreversible
nirocess which cain not be explained simply taking o static
view of the basic social values, beliefs, and estimete of
thie risks and benefits shared by any scclal group at 2 given

momrent.
LOImely

To apply this method we would have needed information
on & sequence of dally events over a reasonsble length of
time previous to the coup dfetat, knowledge which we did
not have in Madison; nor would the time involved in nire-
varing this paver have alloved the use of this information.
The Nerr York Times, whéen an important foreign development
talles place, provides background informaticn which unfortunst-
cly lumps together a series of events, creating thz impression
of sirultaneity which really does not eiist.

If ue were to speculate about the chain of events we
could assume thot first a decision wras talien to assume con-
teects rith the Eostern bloc, which at the moment that was
talten, was supported by the leftist and nationali-.ic groups
and thet it was not strongly resisted by other grouns on
account of possible economic advantapmes without o direct
threat being involved to theilr local interests.

Yexrt Frzncisco JuliZo 2nd his Campones League anpeared
counled vith a sporadic uvsurge of student unrest. Ve could
suess that the apparent inertia of the government was not
to the 1i'zing of the landed interests, which perhaps joined
forces with the »rivate forelign interests and certainly looked
upon an unsympathetic United States forelgn nolicy towards
Brazil as o help.
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The rcoactlon of some of the closest sunnorting grouns of
the government wes to clamp dovmn on some foreign-ovmed public
utility concerns, vwhich indeed did not help to reduce pressure
in the growing tension. There are some indications thet the
last coun dfetat was building slowly as shown by the fact
thet Adheaar de Barros, Governor of the state of S8o Paulo,
is renorted to have sold at cut rate a considerable number
of submacihiine guns, rifles end pistols, to landowvners 211
over Brezil, besides bullding up o »rivate ermy of 40,000
men., It seens to me that thils “golre® besides following the
ceneral pattern which nolarized the Brazilisn soclety into
tuo bitter extremes, hed 1ts omm differential cheracteristics.
As 1t 1s indicated by the press reports, the *danger® of
3razll becomines “communist® was believed or was articulately
advertised. Thils, and the charges of corruption, inefficiency,
on & galloning inflation provided the ammunition for the
government opposition. The bltterness in thils instance not
only tool a verbal expression bLut it was reflected in esctive
orsenization and »nrivate armed reaction. The immediate rcason
misht be thought to be the fect that Coulart was considered
Zeen In disarticulating the traditional wesoon of intervention,
tampering with a highly cherished value of the srmy, its
“discipline® (meaning that ererybody in the ermy should ohey
orders, eicept of course the senerals who are supposed to be
free to intervene in politics). This mizht be the reason the
mutiny of 700 sallors tookx on such a very dramatic importance.
On the othier hand, the followers of Goulart were certain B?at
they could “toteally paralyze the Brazilian armed forces. <

The more fundam?ntal reasons of the opposition were
listed by Horowitzid/ 2s the following pronosed reforms by
Goulart:

1. Distributing land along a six-nlle strip on both
sides of federal hirhways and weterways.

2. lationalization of privcte foreign-ovmed oil dis-
tribution.

Legalizetion of the communist party

\a
)

P N

Q
L/Said Dy a revresentative of the enlisted men, Antonio
Garcia Filho, in Monthly Review, April, 1964,

;9/“Bevolution in DBrazil: The Counter-Revolutionary
rhase, " ey Politics, Sprinx, 1964,




L., Franchisement of illiterate »hersons.

5. TI'ranchicement of soldicrs, and privilese of running
for political office for members of lower echelon.

In this whole process, it does not appcar that any
significant change has occurred with respect to the basic
aliznment of the social forces under anelysis.

The military people, in this instence the generels,
ected ln the weay they have done in the past. However, now
they shoved eway the politiclans without much consideration
for "formel appearsnce,” or the legal politicsl procedure,
whieh might reflect, perhaps, the fact that they felt then-
selves threatened more directly.

The political parties seemed to have evaporated:; even
the powerful PSD (Social Democretic Party) could not 1lift 2
finzer to defend its leader Juscelino Kubitschel: when he ras
deprived of 211 political rights for the next ten years efter
the coup was successful.

It scems to me that although the other groups hehaved
according to thelr historic record, it is importent to under-
stand the behavior of the middle class. In the course of
this peper, several charges have heen levelled against this
cgroun of people, where thc body of enersetic industrisl
cntrenreneurs is supmosed to lie according to Schumpeter
theories.

1. It has been blind to basic needs, and plu~ged into
the happy life by Loolk, Life and Fortune (Horowitz).

2. They have made out of "nationalism® a meke-belicve
phraseology, without solid eccnoulc meaning
(Dillon Soares).

2. Llthough they are the main ocart of government
bureaucracy, Ietrobras, and maybe of the middle
renizs of the army, they seemed to have been pas-
sive. In this instance, it is interesting to note
that President Goulart addressed himself to the
sergecants and enlisted men, while the opnosition
wes pleying to the gencrals; the people in between
rere not mentioned.
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Put nerhans this is only en ertificlsl problem created
in the minds of those who have reallzed the adventese which
would accompeny leodership by thce middle class; in effecting
steblllity of political ond social institutions, and wio ore
disepnointed when they compare the actuel performeince 1mith
their emoectations.

Towever, this 1s a very imoortant issue in the future
develonment, not only of Brazil, but of many develoning
couvntrics, n thls resnect, Schumpeter has said:

“Clesses themselves rise and fell according
to the nature end suvuccese uith wvhich they --
meaning here, thelr members -- fulfill their
characteristic functions, and according to the
rise cnd Tall of the soclal significence of thils
function, or of those functions which the class
nenbers are willings and able to eccept instead --
the relative social eisnificeance of a function
velns deternined by the desreec of soclicl lesder-
shi» which its fulfillment imnlies or creates."ll/

The auestion would be then, vhether it 1s necessary thet
the niddle classes; in countries wvhich are in the develonins
nrocess, ererclse effective leadership by tal:ings full cog-
nizonee of the goeals and sacrifices implied by thiz developn-
ment ond creating the ncecessery soclal vealues and behavioral
naetterns wiilch 111 permeate and influence other social class-
es, if the »nolitical proceccs is to go through normal channels,
hetever they sarec.

Althauzh this »erticuler »nath, perhans, does not
necessarily cnsure the fastest rate of economic growth: it
ls 2 lzse neinful and less erpensive road, assuinlng thet
the »resent elite in porer is not liliely to assuine a »ro-
oressive loadershin onn account of the risiis and losses in
tlhiely orecent relative economic, social and political status.
{150 1t assumes that the undernrivileged mass of pecople 1s
not »resored to tee this lcadership or its manegement.

at any roate, wmethesr it was fcar of netlonelizing
larse forelpn concerns, ocnfranchiscment of neassnt messes,
ond redistribution of learce lendholdincs, vhether it wes a
lac’s of wresponzible concern for the issue, or whether the
influence of the women mellowed any active narticipation,

O L LT e G s =

11/Joscnn Schunpeter, Inmoperislism and Social Clrsses
(t~o essays), ileridisn Rooks, 1064, wp. 159-150.
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the facts suggest oz Horowltz cays, that there 1as a “col-
lusion hetireen the urban middle clesses and the military."lg/

IIith respect to the actual activities and impact of the
Amerlican bhusinessmen and of the United Stetes foreign »oll-
cles, the »icture is not very clear.

There was an open Cenunclation on television by Presi-
dent Goulart, of »ropaganda being financed by big forelsn
comnanies. It was not a secret that Washington, to put it
mildly, wes not satisfied with the handling of cither the
foreign or the domestic policy of President Goulart. here
ras a vell-timed amounccaent by Thomas lann cbout 2 chance
in U.S., policy including 2 nassive aporoach toward military
talie~over in Latin Americo.

To top it off, the United States’ tremendous mass
medla weas filled with refervences to the Drezilian “communist®
unlons end student orcenizations, the “leftist” Fresident
Goulaxrt, “Castroite” "rencisco Julifo, etc.

It 1s not surprising then that the llexlcen magazine
Slemore denounced the existence of a secret document sent
by Thoaas ilann to the Latin American U.S. embassies sup-
Dosedly saying, “In the .present year there shall be no other
Cube; " and commenting on coups dietat in Uruguey, Drazil,
Chile, Cubz, and the need to isolrote lexrico. This #nd other
similar rumors could be believed without wmuch questioning
in Letin America beceause of seveiral recasons:

1. UWiether they are true or not, it is slmost ianpos-
sible to prove or disprove them. It 1s only pos-
sible to assert or deny themn.

2. They »nrovide & convenlent scave goat.

3.  As the right ving caters to nationalism by de-
nouncing Hussio and comnmunist influence, the left
wine counterattacizs with references to North
Anerican lmperiolistic intervention.

It is impossihle to knov at this moment vhether the

big Americen investors, the Embessy and the State Denart-
ment did directly »loy on active role in Goulart’s

— -
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deposition. The point has been made, not with the purpose
of clearinz it un, but to indlcete the existence in Latin
Mnmerico, amons different soclal srouns, of a bellef that the
United States »lays some role in imnortent locel noliticel
affeirs.,

The coun 1es not a surmrisc for the Drazlllan neonle,
It was forecast by Horowitz in his book The Revolution in
Prezil, vhich appeared at the beszimning of the present year.
*Thus, CGoulert’®s power must increesingly come to rest on an
industrial worlking-class (which 1s relatively small) and the
ecricultural . class (which is very large) Af indeed it is to
rest rether then tumble in the face of a risght-wing coup dletat.”

e have seen that Drazilians were busy carrying out a
duel of rhetoric and armament.  Goulart, besides underestimot-
ine the strength of his w»arty's enemles, did very little to
orgenize thelr suprorters. Fe even refused to arm union grouns
in tle industrisl centers thich ere being ralded by arued
elements of Governors Le Cerda ond Rarros.

Civen the fact that politlcal organization did not heve
gsoclal Dbeacl:ing or »articipation, the political leadershin
res in the hends of small intellectual grouns which culckly
succuabed under the threet of the armed forces.

The persnectives of the ner gpovernment will dewnend on
thelr short-run cnd perhens also on thelr long-run behavior.
It secmc thet already, folloring former »natterns, the Presi-
dent of the Qenublic, Cencrsl Cestello Branco, has endorsed
a2 mild sackaese of wveforms. Tether the “jelto® will recover
its »osition and 1ill permit neacefvl compromises, or ¥the
hard core of conservatism will continuve_ thelr red-hunting
an¢ the morallity-by-the-strord program,"l3 denends on too
nany voricbles.

To concilder only onc esnheet of the new policles, we
covlc teke the anti-inflationory views and »rowosed measuvres
of tle ncor hinister of Ticonoule Plamning, Roberto de
Cliveira Cemnos. It ie renorted by Time magazine thet,
pleormed by the rete of inflation of I0-805 a year, end by
the emnount of the foreipgn debt which 1s estimoated ot three
billlion dollars, he will undertake several measures to
restore order:

L e s . —

Fraicisco de Alencer Arraes, “Apiril Fool'’s Day in
“ The Commonireal, lay &, 1964,
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1. He 1will cut the bud-et by 2073, Commercisl credit
loans and vege Loosts wlll olso be cut.

2, Taxes 11ll be increascd by o half-billion cruzeiros.
3, The gool will be to reduce inflation to 10-207 & yesr.

In e recent article,lﬂ/de Olivelirsa Camnos »nut forward
his viewrs on inflation, which are more or less orthodox an-
coraing to economic theory and which in synthesis blame
inflation on monetary and Tiscel »nolicies: Inflation is con-
gldoered 1ncomnatible with economic development, he opposing
viewr by those who endorse the so-called “structural® school,
more or less considers inflation as a symptom of the real
slclmess, the ¥“basic' factors which are the causal forces of
inflction. hey are related with rigidity in the sunnly side
of the economy. They ore the latifundist charascter of asgri-
culture, the instability of the foreign trade and the distri-
bution of income with a veiy low purchesing nower of the

masces,

lie should clso remember that inflation has been ccnsildered
2 loodless form of resolving bitter social tensions, especilelly
vhen none of the contestents is porrerful enougly to dictete the
naw terms of the inconme distrihution.

To tame infletion i1l bhe one of tiie most cdifficuvlt teslks
of the new government, The difficulties do not lie only in
the nossibhilities of committing technlical or theoretical
errors, Mt in the difficuvlties imnlicit in cutting credits
and weeces,; cgrrevoting itvortant economic sectors with seri-
ous »nossibilities of cresting uncmployment. If, as Father
Arroes geoya, Glscipline 1s forced by the sword, it is vpos-
ginle that tlhie bturden of the “shared® sacrifices will be
eosorted by the less strong economicelly spesliing., This +ill
be mere true if the la»or unions ere rendered porerless and
the nessont movement is left without any legal or economlc
outlet, I this 1s the cose, more serious troubles then
simsle couns detat vill loom in the future of Brazil.

tn the other hand, even if mild but efficlilently carried
out social 2na politicel rcforms are meade by the newr govern-
ment,; »erhaps rith the assistonce of a more far-sighted
middle claes, Drazil has sood prospects of remaining the

—— —

1/ . . .
"w/ﬂoberto de Oliveirs Cemnos, “Two Views on Inflatlion,*®
Lotin-Americon Issues, edited by A.C. Hirschman, Twentieth

Century Tund, 1961, »n. &9-773.
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nath of pro~ress, no meatter horr n~infuvl or s=low the progress
may he,

It i1s my personal opinion that the social sclentist, if
he rants to become en effective aid in the process of sociel
change, has to abandon his detached and %scientific™ attitude
and become more involved in the study of more importent and g
meaningful economic, socilal and politicel forces znd events,
milch usually are considered improvisalble or subject to couse
cnd effect laws cut of the realm of scrious socisl science.
In this wey 2ll of us would shore a little more social re-
snonsibility in the real making of society.

O "t
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