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The figure to the left shows temperatures and snowmobile sales for Eau Claire 
and Milwaukee, WI. Theoretically, as temperatures are higher snowmobile sales 
should be low and vice versa. The basis of this study was to see if this occured. 

The graph of Eau Claire follows the temperature/sales thesis fairly well. Take for 
example 1981. The average temperature for that year was around 39ºF while sales 
number were around 75 snowmobiles. This conveys a low temperature, high sales 
year. Now take 2001. The average temperature was 46ºF and sales were 40 snow-
mobiles. This conveys a high temperature, low sales year. 

Anomolies do exist where the temperature/sales thesis fails. The years 1989 and 
1990 are good examples. In 1990 temperatures were high and sales were high 
relative to the rest of the study period. Many reasons could exist for this; an anci-
pation of a cold winter, the economy, etc. 

The graph of Milwaukee also follows the temperature/sales thesis well. This 
graph differs from Eau Claire in that sales continuely rise until their peak in 
1996. Since then sales have been on the decline. But this should be the theoretical 
results. As sales were climbing to 1996 and then falling since then, temperatures 
were relatively high. In the peak year of 1996, when over 400 sleds were sold, the 
temperature was the lowest (46ºF) in the 30 year study period with the exception 
of 1989 (45ºF). When sales were high, temperatures were low, vice versa.

Not many anomolies exist in the Milwaukee graph. There are points where the 
lines of temperature and sales come close to being the same value. But this is 
typical, the lines have to cross somewhere. 

Theoretical Model for this Study

The above graphs show snowfall  in inches for the both cities for the last 30 
years. Both trendlines (black) show that snowfall  has declined in the last 30 
years, more so for Eau Claire than Milwaukee. These two graphs can readily be 
compared to the figure to the left. 
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Based on the data collected, a relationship does appear to exist between          
climate and snowmobile sales. One readily affects the other. Ideally, it would 
have been beneficial to have numbers direct from the dealerships to ensure 
greater accuracy.  Future studies could possibily obtain that information. 

This study also opens the door for similar studies. Research could be carried 
out on other snow related products such as snow blowers and snow shovels. One 
could also examine all terrain vehicle (ATV) sales. Studies of this type could  
enhance business procedures and bottom lines.  


