
Research Questions

Theory

Juche Demonstration

The Red Flag Ideology

 What are the perceptions regarding foreign countries as well as those about North Korea itself? 

 What are the key frames of news editorials regarding the Six-party talks?

 The News Media

- An area in which the meanings of issues are categorized by those who are the dominant class involved in the outcomes of 

those issues.

 Dominant Ideology

- “The ideology of the ruling of dominant class or classes”

 Ideological Framing

- The control of the dominant ideology but less on the media framing. 

 The Red Flag Philosophy Is an Expression of the Revolutionary Spirit and self-reliance based on Juche Ideology. 

Ideological Framing in North Korea

 Cold War

 Leader’s Idea as a Guiding Principle

 The Juche Idea

 The Red Flag Ideology

- Advancing Socialist Goals

- Tools of Mass Mobilization and Propaganda

Data

 Self-Reliance (Anti-Imperialism)

 Independent Economy

 National Independence (Self Defense) 

 Korean Central News Agency (Chosǒn ChungAng Tongsinsa –KCNA)

Editorials

- Workers’ Daily (Rodong Sinmun)

The organ of the party Central Committee

- The Worker (Klloja)

The theoretical organ of the party Central Committee

- Democratic Korea (Minju Josǒn)

The government newspaper

Results

Table 1. Distribution of mentions of the six party countries

Table 2. Distribution of mentions of the leaders’ idea

Table 3. Ideological frames in the North Korean media

Conclusion

 First, the findings of this research are consistent with the results of several previous studies (Akhavan-Majid, 1998, 2000; Cummings,

1986; Jang & Hong, 2001, Youm, 1991; Yoo, 1995). This study once again demonstrates that media in North Korea are still centrally

controlled by the Party and government, particularly by the leader’s ideology.

 Second, by using a computer-assisted, quantitative content analysis, this research serves to extend the knowledge about media

framing under the control of the communist ideology in North Korea.

 Third, the media is used as a vital propaganda tool for mobilizing support for the leader, the Party, and the government. The leaders’

ideology would lead to a coverage, which is heavily propagandistic, would help to uphold a strong positive image of its government and

support the role of government itself to the international negotiation.
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