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Place-Characteristics of Indian Immigrant 
Neighborhoods In New York City

Average Household Size
In the e�ort to �nd noticeable di�erences between 
Indian Immigrant neighborhoods and other non-Indian 
regions, I decided to map the average household size of 
those living in Manhattan (left) and Queens (right).  The 
map of Lower Manhattan shows the hypothesized 
region of Curry Row thought to be an Indian neighbor-
hood.  This area of Manhattan is noticeably di�erent 
from other parts of the Island.  There are higher densities 
of larger households in the regions surrounding Curry 
Row on three sides.  The opposite is true in Jackson 
Heights.  Jackson Heights has a higher density of large 
average household sizes in the regions hypothesized to 
be of Indian Immigrant concentration.

Per Capita Income
The maps of per capita income for both Indian neigh-
borhoods are similar as they widely lie in the range of 
lower per capita income.  This could point to similar 
forms of income for both regions.  There are some small 
di�erences, however.  In Jackson Heights there are some 
small block groups that have a higher per capita income 
among residents.  Most notably, the block groups where 
these small outliers correspond are in a part of Jackson 
Heights that is dominantly Indian-Immigrant called Little 
India.  There are shops, markets, stores, and visible land-
marks that are noticeably Indian in origin.  Even some of 
the street names appear in Hindi instead of in English.  
These characteristics are evident along Curry Row also, 
but appear only with the existence of Indian restaurants.

Percentage in Accommodation/Food
Due to Indian hotel management and food services 
being very popular in the United States amongst Indian 
Immigrants, I chose to map the total population in each 
block group that has residents in the Accommodation 
and Food Industries.  Both maps show a correlation be-
tween the existence of the hypothesized Indian-
Immigrant neighborhoods and the existence of people 
involved in the accommodation/food industry.  This 
doesn’t specify the race of those who work in the indus-
try, but allows for further correlation to be found.  Both 
regions have large numbers of individuals who are 
indeed in the accommodation/food industry, although 
higher percentages can be found in the vicinity.

Percentage of Asians
These maps are of the percentage of Asians located in 
both Curry Row and Jackson Heights.  In each map there 
are modest concentrations of Asians in each region, but 
there are higher percentages nearby.  In the map of 
Curry Row there is still a higher concentration of Asians 
within the hypothesized region versus directly outside 
of it.  In Jackson Heights there is a rather high percent-
age of Asians, but there are higher numbers to the 
south.  The highest percentages of Asians within the hy-
pothesized region are once again in the block groups 
that are considered to be Little India.  These block 
groups have large amounts of visible Indian place char-
acteristics as noted previously.
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Dot Maps of Indian Restaurants
The �nal maps are dot maps of Indian Restaurants in the 
two study areas.  In total, there are 180 Indian restau-
rants in New York City.  What is important to note is the 
number of Indian restaurants present on Curry Row and 
in Jackson Heights in comparison to surrounding re-
gions.  Curry Row has several Indian restaurants located 
within the six block groups that make up the hypoth-
esized region.  However, there are other parts of lower 
Manhattan that also claim several Indian restaurants.  
Jackson Heights does not contain nearly the amount 
Indian restaurants in comparison to Curry Row.  How-
ever, there is a larger concentration of Indian restaurants 
located just south of Little India.  Resources

Google Maps       
 (www.google.com)
Restaurant Data on Menupages   
 (www.menupages.com)
Rosen, R. D., Wieler, S. and   
 Pereira, J., "New York    
 City Immigrants: The 1990s   
 Wave," Current Issues in Eco 
 nomics and Finance, Vol. 11   
 (2005). 
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Conclusions
In conclusion, I found some evidence to back up my hypothesis but was unable to completely prove it.  In the search for socio-economic data to help di�erentiate Indian Immigrant neighborhoods from other neigh-
borhoods there was little evidence to support a strong di�erentiation.  However, when exploring Curry Row and Jackson Heights, speci�cally in Little India, there are obvious place characteristics that allow someone to 
di�erentiate these regions from others in New York City.  The presence of Hindi on store windows and street signs, Indian restaurants, Indian vendors, and Indian Immigrants themselves all contribute to a sense of 
being in a place that is inherently di�erent from the neighborhoods surrounding it.  The best piece of evidence in support of my hypothesis are the photos taken of Curry Row and Jackson Heights.  The evident place 
characteristics help to di�erentiate this region from others and help illustrate the contrast between Indian neighborhoods and others in New York City.  It would have been much easier to di�erentiate using socio-
economic factors if the block group data would have been broken down along ethnic lines more thoroughly.  This could have helped me di�erentiate the di�erences among all Asians instead of using Asians as a sepa-
rate category on its own.  I feel that this project was a success in the sense that evidence for the di�erence among Indian Immigrant and non Indian Immigrant neighborhoods were provided for, but I understand that 
more thorough socio-economic data would have drawn more support in favor of my hypothesis. 

Dan Berens
Dr. Brady Foust

Department of Geography
Spring, 2008

Abstract
This study analyzes the place-characteristics of Indian immigrant neighborhoods in New York City.  
My preliminary hypothesis is that there is an inverse relationship between distance from the 
neighborhood’s center and amount of visible Indian place-characteristics.  Analysis involved distinct 
steps: 1) attribute data development in the form of block group socio-economic data; 2) acquiring 
spatial layer(s) that consisted of shape files for block groups; 3) attribute and spatial data joins for 
mapping and geospatial analysis; 4) mapping to visualize and extract of spatial patterns; 5) graphi-
cal and statistical analysis;.  Most of the attribute data used were obtained in electronic form from 
ESRI Business Analyst.  These data formed the basis for preliminary analysis before going into the 
field.  Field work in New York (March 13-20, 2008) allowed me to: 1) acquire additional “on-the-
ground” data and understanding of the problem; 2) personally observe the dynamics of the process 
under consideration; 3) take photographs to add an additional visual element to my analysis; and 4) 
interview and thank data sources in the city.  Final results will be presented as cartographic, graphi-
cal, and statistical outcomes providing a basis for accepting (or rejecting) my hypothesis.

Data, and Area of Research
The data used for this research was derived from ESRI Business Analyst.  In order to help argue in 
favor of the hypothesis, I decided to use block data consisting of demographics in Average House-
hold Size, Per Capita Income, Civilian Population in Accommodation/Food Industry and Percent-
age of Population of Asians in both Jackson Heights and Curry Row.  Using this data, I have differ-
entiated the regions hypothesized to be Indian Immigrant from surrounding neighborhoods.  If the 
hypothesis is correct, there will be visible qualities of these Indian Immigrant neighborhoods that 
make them different from other regions as well as quantifiable data that will hint at differentiation 
between Indian Immigrant regions and those that are not considered to contain higher concentra-
tions of Indian Immigrants.  My final map shows the density of Indian restaurants in each region.
Jackson Heights is located in Queens, New York south of Laguardia Airport.  The neighborhood’s 
center is located near the intersection of HWY 25A and 81st Street.  Curry Row is located in the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan.  The center of the neighborhood is located on 6th Street between 
1st and 2nd Avenues.  Both regions can be seen in the maps below of New York City.

Photos of Jackson Heights and 
Little India are seen below.  Notice 
the vast amount of Indian names, 
shops, vendors, and even street 
signs amongst the large majority 
of Indian Immigrant population.  
These photos help di�erentiate 
the di�erence between Indian Im-
migrant neighborhoods and 
others in New York City

The photos below were taken on 
Curry Row on the Lower East Side 
of Manhattan.  There are 15 Indian 
restaurants on Curry Row.  Many 
of the restaurants have their 
names written in both English 
and Hindi.
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