
A New Plan Called LRAP
Careers in public interest law can seem out of reach for
graduates carrying the burden of steep monthly student loan
repayments. The Law School, like other schools across the
nation, is building a Loan Repayment Assistance Program to
help students pursue their goals of practicing in the nonprofit
and public interest sphere.

"If you look at the number of
students who come into law school
with the intention of doing some
form of public interest law and
compare it with the number of
graduates who actually go ahead
with this plan three years later,
you'll see how many we lose," says
Kristin Davis, the Public Interest
Law Adviser in the Law School's
Office of Career Services. "When
the reality of their law school debt
sets in, a lot of students decide they
can't do what they originally came
here for."

And what does that debt look
like? At the OW Law School, the
2006-07 tuition for in-state stu-
dents was $12,650; for out-of-state
students, $30,800. These figures
do not include textbooks, housing,
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"When the reality of their
law school debt sets in,
a lot of students decide
they can't do what they
originally came here for."

food, and other living expenses.
"Many of our alumni may not

be aware of the enormous debt loads
with which our students are gradu-
ating," says Davis. "For example, the
2006-07 cost of attendance (tuition
plus living costs) for an out-of-state
student at the OW Law School was
approximately $44,500. Therefore,
a student graduating with $130,000
in debt didn't live high on the
hog for three years; instead, he or
she just paid the bills necessary to
obtain a law degree. It's not that
shocking, then, to conclude that

mortgage-size debt would affect ca-
reer choices for students passionate
about public interest law, particu-
larly given the fact that the average
public interest salary has hovered
around $35,000 for many years."

In the past decade, Loan Repay-
ment Assistance Programs (LRAPs)
have been instituted in U.S. law
schools to help students pursue their
goals of working for nonprofits and
public interest firms in the face of
the formidable debt that results
from attending law school with
today's tuition costs. LRAPs make
public interest law careers feasible
by distributing funding in the form
of grants or forgivable loans to
graduates employed in public service
positions with salaries below a des-
ignated figure. This assistance offsets
graduates' loan repayments.

In 2001, the UW Law School
launched a pilot LRAP with a total
of $25,000 to dispense among
student applicants. That annual
amount remained steady through
2006, with a growing number of eli-
gible applicants receiving a modest
one-time grant that does not provide
help with the 10 years of loan repay-
ments that follow graduation.

In response to the need for
building the Law School's LRAP
fund, the student LRAP Coali-
tion of 2006-07 brought a tireless
enthusiasm not only to fund-
raising but also to educating the



Andy Gehl (at right, above) gives information to Azeem Bakhtiar, as part of the LRAP
Kick-off during the Law School's annual Community Justice Week in February.

Law School community about the
financial situation faced by students
who want to devote themselves to
public interest law. When students
presented a letter to Dean Davis
during Community Justice Week in
February documenting the problem
of rising student debt, the result was
the formation of an LRAP Com-
mittee comprising faculty, admin-
istrators, and students. They were
charged with studying the LRAPs at
other U.S. law schools and making
a recommendation to the Dean on a
proposed structure for an enhanced
LRAP at the UW Law School.

To further the cause ofLRAPs,
the Class of 2007 chose to make its
class gift to the Law School's LRAP
fund, while many lLs and 2Ls
signed up with individual pledges.
Each graduating class for the past
three years has given a portion of its
class gift to help LRAP. With more
than 85 percent oflaw students
taking out federal loans, as well
as private loans, to pay increasing
tuition bills, the state of the Law
School's LRAP is an issue that
concerns a great many of them.

Professor Lisa Alexander, chair
of the newly formed LRAP Com-

rnittee, credits the Equal Justice
Works LRAP she received for
enabling her to pursue her work in
public interest law. "LRAPs are in
place at most of our peer schools,"
Alexander comments. "They were
instituted to simultaneously lessen
the degree to which financing the
cost of a legal education limits
student and alumni career options,
and to encourage graduates to pur-
sue public interest careers - often
broadly defined."

Paul Burant, one of three
student members of the new LRAP
Committee, adds, "By supporting
graduates with an effective LRAp,
the Law School would enable a new
generation of public interest lawyers
to begin working in their communi-
ties. Public service employers often
struggle to find qualified lawyers
who are able to take relatively low-
paying positions."

Burant notes that in a recent
ABA survey of government agen-
cies and public interest employers,
68 percent of respondents cited
difficulty recruiting attorneys due to
academic debt and low wages. He
comments, "By funding an effective
LRAp, the UW Law School supports

both its own graduates and the
larger community."

Alexander adds, "We believe
that if we build it they will come.
We are seeking potential donors, or
existing donors, who will add UW's
LRAP to their list of funding priori-
ties, to help the school recruit, and
more effectively support, students
who wish to use their law degree
to increase access to justice and to
advance the public interest. This
effort is really the natural outgrowth

of our law-in-action philosophy,
and of our clinical programs,
which emphasize service to the
underrepresented."

************
Anyone wishing to contribute to the
Law School's LRAP Fund may write
a check to rhe UW Foundation,
with a memo designating the LRAP
Fund, and send it to Director of
Alumni Relations [ini Rabas at the
UW Law School, 975 Bascom Mall,
Madison WI 53706.

To view the student-run Web site
devoted to the UW Law School's
LRAP, see www.uwlrap.com.

www.law.wisc.edu/alumni GARGOYLE 33

http://www.uwlrap.com.
http://www.law.wisc.edu/alumni

